




IS CROSSING THE LoC A FEASIBLE OPTION? 
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Heartwarmins 
^stories of ordinary, 
unknown Indians 
who're tryinir 
to do their bit 
for the soldiers 
fighting on 
the front 










Preeti Bhalla lives in New Delhi. Every evening, she visits all her neighbours to collect the day's newspapers. She then 
■’ gs the newspapers to the nearest kabariwallahio sell them. The money is collected and sent to the Army Welfare Fund 
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Black or blue or brown? 
What the heck, 

I'll take them all. 


With trousers starting at Rs.650, 

the Tropicool collection's real easy. 
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LETTERS 



Battle for 
heights 


T he Katgil sIuiicI-dH bet- 
ween Imlia anti Pakisian 
IS luniinL' oiii!(' be adi]>lo!iia- 
lic cul-de-sac ( Whm u il! ihc 
i\ (i/nul’.20 -2(1 June) 
Whai's mnie. ncilboi IikIm 
iU)i Pakisian is leailv l(i 
idem 

riie l,<i( ’ hail been delinea¬ 
ted in l‘>7'2 aiul the twn 
naliiins had siened mi the 


detailed set of 19 maps on 
which the agreement was 
reached. Pakistan has never 
questioned the validity of the 
LoC in the la.st 27 years. But 
today, it’s behaving in an 
odd manner. Clearly, Paki¬ 
stan has definite military 
designs in mind bctorc intnj- 
ding the Indian side ol the 
l-tiC 

Indian loreign minister 
Jaswant .Singh has correctly 
|■H>mled tint that India is 
ready to eontinue with the 
mi I Italy offensive until the 
status quo isjestorcd As lor 
India, It has indicated that it 
IS prepared to wait as long as 
it lakes to root out fhe PaL- 
stan .Army-backed mfiltia- 
tois Irom Kargil 
Bimal Chaudhury, Calcutta 
(West Bengal) 

■Since the US made it clear 
that It believed India’s vci 
Sion that Pakistan has violat¬ 
ed the la)(' u! Kargil, Sarta? 

Jaswant Singh: taking a 
tough stand 



Aziz seems to be on the back 
foot. From the beginning. 
Pakistan foreign minister’s 
initiative to negotiate with 
his Indian counteipail Jasw¬ 
ant Smgh over the Kargil 
conflict has ulterior motives 

Pakistan’s plan to form a 
joint working group over the 
border issue is a ploy to abro¬ 
gate the Simla Agreement 
Pakistan’s gameplan is to 
harp that Kashmii is the coie 
issue and talks must locus 
around it. But Jaswant 
Singh’s eaiegoncal state 
mem that the talks are nieam 
to discuss only Pakistam 
intrusions deserses pi,use. 
Kiran Trehan, Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 

Sheer jealousy 

T his telers to the stoiy 
iioi 

(I(>—-22 May i The charge 
made by the (’ongicss that 
the BJP IS eseeeding its 
limits :is a e.iietaker govern 
ment, is open to question 
It's the C'ongress whieh 
brought down the V.ijpayec 
governineni in eonnivaiiee 
with Jayalalitha and sub 
sequenlly tailed (•' pro' ide 
an altern.itive goveinment. 

Again. It IS the ( ongiess 
w'hieh piessed I'm elections 
m September out ol fear that 
it polls were held eai liei, the 
BJP would cash m on the 
sympathy tactoi And now, 
the Congtess wants the BJP 
to remain as a lame thick 
government T he (’ongies- 
s’s relentless ciiticism ol the 
BJP goveniment shows that 
Ihc tormer wants to have the 
cake and cat it too 

When a goveniment is m 
office. It has to act and per¬ 
form If political dividends 
accrue to the ptirty m power. 

It cannot be helped Didn’t 
the Congress put up with 
vjirious measures and steps 
taken by the Gujral govern¬ 
ment, after it was pulled 
down'.’ 

L. Rohini, TIruchy (Tamil 
Nadu) 


Setting the 
trend 


T amil Nadu always brings 
out surprises contrary to 
the n.itional liend Cl tend 
s/x’i (fh, 6—-12 June) The 
state politicians were the. 
Iiisim n,Uional politics to set 
icgional parties and lorgiv 
ing powci to the backwards 
.Subsequently. in coalition 
politics Ilicv .il'o mastered 
the art (>1 number game to 
loist and bung down govein- 
ments T his soon bcg.iii to 
lellci. I 111 national politKs 
in the last geiiciai eics- 
iiotis, thr .AIAI '.VIK allied 
with the BJP in T amil Nadu 
PiescniK. the '.Al)MK and 
the 1 )MK have exchanged 
pl.iies But the dillcieiiec i,' 
(h.il the new somhin.itioii is 
gome to the polls ,is the 
National DemocMiis Sllian 
'0 t.NDA) with.! n.itio i.d 
agenda. diiiKiiig commiina; 
coloiii .Hill pioiiiisirie protcc 
tion to miiioi iiics ('->uld this 
be anothci tieiidsetter lead¬ 
ing to a two-p.iily -.ys 
tern ’(like the 1 T)1 .iiid LDl 
m Kei.il.ii 

A Jacob Sahayam. Vellore 
(Tamil Nadu) 

Himalayan 

blunder 


P akistan's niuleclaied 
wai on India ,ind the sub¬ 
sequent fallout on both sides 
eoiickisiv ely pio\ es the ott- 
rcpcated truth both Pakistan 
and India pin sue principles 
diametrically 'ipposite to 
each other and that the twain 
shalI ne\ er (Can India and 
Fakistan evd he ft lends ', 

(>-- 12June) The intuision 
in the Kargil sector is a deh 
berate military venture on 
the part of PaK '-tan to bring 
up the Ka'.liinii issue. 

Out military intelligctiee 
and RAW certainly failed lo 
detect the infiltration. It 
.seems, the preparation for 
intrusion must have been 
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yoing on for ihe last one year 
anl as Mich the setbacks at 
Kargil reflect the miserable 
slandard of our intelligence 
mechanism. 

To add insuli to injury, we 
have a modem V.K Krishna 
Mellon in the guise of (ieor- 
ge Fernandes, a man wht' 
opens his wicle mouth when 
he IS expected to shut up. 

Tlic (tpposiiion parlies are 
bound (o make this as an 
issue 111 ihe iiexl eleelioiis 
but till then Ihcs shouhl biirv 
the hulehct and .nm at expell¬ 
ing the intiuders Pakisian’s 
tieai hers ,nul Liinie shouicl- 
n I go unpunished And all 
political parties stK'iild unite 
and ac'i as one p.iiriolic 
n.itioii |o acinece the goal 
U.S Iyer. Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 

A soldiers’ 
minister 

G c-v'i t.'i I'c'iiioii.les Josci 

Vu s ku.los joi (.■(f.Uiris.' 

s omIkIciu e. tuist and hi eh 
spitit .niiongst oui deteiic'c 



Qvorg* Fvmamkis: 
standing by his man 

personnel by visiting .Siaeh- 
en ,ind othei lorw arc! areas 
(,‘t wlihri's 'iivtx, 1 V—-19 
June I 

Possibh. Fernandes’s 
expeneive in trade unionism 
has helped m better manage¬ 
ment ol oui defenee scn-i- 
ces. But Iheie is one advice 
for our Raksha Manti i 


please provide better wea¬ 
pons and aircraft.s for our def¬ 
ence forces. 

B.N. Bote, Calcutta (West 
Bertgal) 

Living in a fool’s 
paradise 

C oming shortly after the 
bus diplomacy and the 
Lahore Declaration. Ihe arm¬ 
ed intiusion into Kargi! by 
Pakistan was nothing short 
of treachery tBattlc jor 
Karf>il. 6- - • 2 June) In (act. 
the bus diploni'acy was onl\ 
a charade and it w.is nothing 
but a calculated attempt at 
catching us oil guaid to lite¬ 
rally stab Us behind oui b.ick 
I’erhaps, we’re pay mg the 
puce lor OUI repeated poliii 
cal upheaval.- m the eouiuiy 
And V.K. (irover. in the 
slot} piincd 

u iniii:. has hit the nail on the 
head when he w-ioie that we 
'lad been living in a tool’s 
pai.idisc lot fai loo long 
T ruc, we've been undei 
the illusion that dipl.imaiic 
peace overtures were 
enough to .strengthen liulo- 
J’ak hilateial relations. Oui 
gullibility has cost us deal 
and It's ahoiit time wc Icaiin 
fiom out pasi mistakes 
Nalini Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 



Apama San: nation's prlda 


Reach out 


T his refers to the story 
iDniihle roll'. .1(1 May—6 
Juncf It's creditable ih.ii 
.•\parna .Sen is perlornimg 
bolfi behind and in from ol 
camera in Pammiuti ek dm 
As a great admirei and f;in ol 
.Sen, I think it's highly 
wrong on hei part to hmil her 
eieation to regional level. In 
laci, by doing so, she is depri¬ 
ving the nation ol w'itnessmg 
the Wot k and performanee of 
a very lalcnlcd film j>erso 
nalily. i insist that she musi 
come out ol liei icginnal 
shell and perform oiia nalion- 


MC'l HS .-001 on CCJN'WBunONS 
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Javed Akbtar 

l.M ..-Jfc_s'.. ^ 

Jairam Ramesh 

Lyricist 

Politician 


Contributstf by Sadhsna Dasguptn. CaieuttA (Wsst Bsngpl) 


al level hke Shabana Azatni. 
As an enlightened, progies- 
sive anist and an inteiicctual 
in herr own right, she should 
m»i bl(x:k her own path to be 
a natiirnal figure 
Onkar Chopra, Ludhiana 
(Punjab) 

Royalty remains 

T he days of the Mahaiaias 
may .seem to be a thing o! 
the past, but by Ictokmg deep 
ly into Indian politics one- 
can lind that the concept of 
royally exists m a diHerein 
way {All in till towily. JO 
May--.'i June i Political 
power gives the politician' 
and their kith and km to act 
like royals H Faiooe| 
Abdullah and his mother 
Begum Akbar Jahaii liirthei 
their intcre.sts through dell 
manocuvrings. so also do 
other politicians m the 
country. 

For instance. DMK ehiel 
M. Kaninanidlii is grooming 
his son to be the next chief of 
DMK and possibly Ihe next 
chief minisici NTR groom¬ 
ed many of his relations in a 
similar fashion. In Kerala 
Congress too. Karunakaran 
has done the same thing f'oi 
his son It IS unintelligible 
why It IS too dilTieull for the 
Nehru family to keep them¬ 
selves aw-.ly from power 
even after five decades. 

S. Halan. Hhatar (Tamil Nadu) 
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MILESTONES 


' lISfIttli Azitn 
WBIlOchaaniwii.^^ 
lidwst liidiw.ift#^f 
worMby -4 

magazine. 

estinuute(l|i^«biud whH^ 
oi'US$2«8'^on.hei^ 
pushed 

sec^p^. 


0‘i' 


Paidstsm jouiiwtit^ lot;'' 
the 1999 Anmesty >' ,. 
Intenvationa] ‘special'.’'' -k 
award for b|^tpala;|||^.-'^ 

od6l6r<rfJ1ie.^N^'5«;;" 
Times, washUifioti^'ib '.f 
leave the coumty to. , 
receive^heacvriitd/ 


Axnu.aoii^jiii 



Nations Popabiikm 
Fund’s gopdwiQ 
ambassador for India. 


. ^ DOHATIOtl^'' > 
Arandhati Rby. writ^, 
the ditiie proceeds (rf her , ;, 
Rs IS'lakhBodcer Prize' 
money to the Nantiada 
0achao Andoilas 
providing reitef to 
famUies displaced by the 
Sdr^SttovarProjecty ; 

. ■MCTIDeGincBiar " 
Gamang. Orissa CM, 
from the tribal 
coastituepcy of 
Laxmipttr. He defeated 

Mighi in the AssentUy 



SIGHTg ^ SOUND 



Via iMsuuT&p' th? kind op ebrgies 

_ \a 1 E RA\iF la rJJRW f _ 

MArAKAMA^H iHt 


■ I can sec in your face flic desire for martyrdom. It is a message nl delcrmiiialioti loi llie whole 
nation. 

N A W .A / S H A K I h, f*nfnc Mini\f(’i <»/ l\ik!\fim iiliilt (uhifcwnw lutofn ,it (inltm i u \ ( 'i kihiuti r/cv 
fnnn itw LoC 

■ Wc've done some good work but a lot more needs to be done. There is no jilace loi complacency. 
J Y () r I B A S l.', lii niiiil CM imilw I ctr I huh 

■ Wait lor some more time Wc have not opened the Pandora’s Box yet. 

PA. S A N (! M A, iVon/miilist Ci'iinH Piirl\ Ifiuti'i iinii ix hik SoNm Spcukn, hh hn jm ilu 

i otmnfi poll\ 


■ We want peace, but this time we 
have to ensure that peace rests on 
our strength. 

A T A L B t M A R I 'V' A J P A Y h K. Primr 

Muustet 


■ No bombs would go off in Tamil Nadu in future. 

S. A. B A S H A, ilutf of the oulUiKfil Al-Ui)in!(i andpiiiue accused in the Fcbruitn I 9 ‘)f< Connhnfoic •ierud 
blasts case, renouncinf; terrorism 

■ We democrati.sed the diamonds and made it available to the common man. 

P. S. P A N D Y A, cbaimian.GemandJewelleiyF.sporiPromotionCouneil.onihespioltnexpott', 

■ ThLs is my world. That’s why I’ve come back to it. 

R A J K .S U K H A N N A, ev-superstar. on hi.\ return tofilm.s 
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SONIA IN VARANASI 


What really happened that afternoon 



SPELLBOUND: the (•lined listens with mpt (itteutwn 


T he old cil\ of Benatjs was all SCI for the rally You in cxcitemcnl Slogans rent the air. People era 

eould sense the mood Posters of Soma Gandhi ned then necks, the .shorter ones on tiptoe, tor a better 

and local Congress leadeis adorned the cits walls \icw One wave from the latly and the crowd W'cnt into 

Coiigic'.s flags nutlereil in the biee/c Party vs'orkers in a ficn/y More slogans, a few moie speeches by the 

start lied white kiiiuis. looked busy, almost leaders ot the Uttar Pradesh Congiess Committee and 

treiietic The security w'as tight, you could see pidiceni- then, at last, the speech that every single peison in the 

en perched on rooltops, then guns pointed thicatening crowd had been waiting lor 

ly downwards And the roads had been cleared at least .Sonia Gandhi delivered het speech with conlidence 

an hour beloie Sonia Gandhi’s aiTival and in impeccable Hindi .Soon after she started sisea- 

In the sweltering iitternoon heat, local bigwigs king, one man sitting in the VIP enclosuie dialled a 

deincied speeches to neai-empty grounds. Sonia Gun- number on his mobile and said, "Sun rahi ho, He kept 

dhi hadn’t yet arrived and the crowd wasn’t yet inter- the mobile on for a few minutes so that the person on 

ested Better to conserve energy for the big moment the other end could also hear the siveech! 

Soiiia/i kt hlui.shciit. Wiser still to look fora space m the The speech ended almost as soon as it ’oegan But 
shade what a transformation' Gimc was the initial disinterest 

It was rliflerent inside the VIP enclosure where of the public ITicy had come to listen to the Congress 

people literally scrambled for the 'front seats’. Up on president speak. And they had heard her speak. Aftei- 

the dais, the speakers dioned on. ti'ying to build up the w'ards, there was a massive traffic jam, but the an was 

tempo. "Sonia/i hiinuire desk ki hahu.. Gandhi still charged. Even the pressw'allahs were impressed by 

panvitr. Rajie/i ./nr/ini/i...." Stock phra.ses, same old her speech. "At least .she speaks better than Deve 

stuff, but you can’t deny — after a while you are bound Gowda," said one. 

to react And slowly and surely, the numbers began to Clearly, Sonia Gandhi had made an impression 
swell as more Congress workers reached the venue. Because, the next morning, locals were still discussing 

More banners and louder slogans. The excitement was the rally They weren't sure w'hether her speech w'ould 

beginning to mount. get the Congress more votes. But they w'ere all praise 

As the time foi Soma Gandhi’s arrival approached. for one man — “Soniaji ki f;uni ne hahut meluinai ki 

one Congress worker went overboard talking about the hai". • 

‘Arrival’. He went on and on till she f nally anived. 

What an entry! The whole place seemed to explode PmnmmtUimrgUI/VmrmnmBl 


People craned their necks, the shorter ones on tiptoe, for a better view. 
One wave from the lady and the crowd went into a frenzy 











MANI-TALK 



_ MANI SHANKAR AIYA R___! 

Who nextforl^ 


Evaluating the contenders 

Now that the stupid argument over her 
foreign origins has been drained of all 
that either side has to say, the focus is 
being shifted to the relative merits of 
Sonia Gandhi and Atal Behari Vajpayee 
for Pnme Minister. The argument is, in 
an important sense, misplaced because 
ours is not a presidential system In the 
United States, it is valid to ask: Bush or 
Gore'* It is for one or the other that each 
voter casts his ballot. It is the electorate who decide who will 
be the President 

In our system, the voter has no say in who will be PM. The 
names of Vajpayee and Soma will appear only on the ballot 
papers of the constituencies in which they will be contesting. 
Indeed, even without contesting, either could become PM. 
Vajpayee's symbol, the Lotus, will figure in less than half the 
constituencies of the country, the Hand symbol on many 
more. Theie will be a large numbei of consiituencie.s where 
the voter will neither see the Lotus nor the Hand. Tamil Nadu 
is a case in point: only a minority of the constituencies are like¬ 
ly to see either symbol on the ballot paper, in only a tiny frac¬ 
tion, if any, will both symbols be seen. 

At the end of the counting, a mathematical addition rather 
than a uniform exercise of the same choice in each booth will 
determine who has the majority in the Lok Sabha. 11 neither 
side has, then the President will invite the larger entity to take 
a shot at forming the government The individual to be called 
will be elected not by the electorate but by the parliamentary 
party And whether the largest or next largest entity suc ¬ 
ceeds in securing the confidence of the House will, in such a 
contingency, depend on how and where the uncorniiutted deci¬ 
de to throw in their lot 

AUL OF WHICH means that the most basic recjuiremem of the 
parliamentary system is the ability of the contenders to secure 
on then own. or in combination with others, a majoniy of the 
seats 111 the Lok Sabha. Personal characteristics are seconda¬ 
ry'. It IS political influence that is decisive. The popukirity of 
the party or alliance they lepresent will be the single-most 
niiportant factor determining who will he Prime Minister. 

The other charactenstic of the parliamentary system which 
seems to be forgotten by those who treat elections as a kind of 
beauty contest between two rival leaders is that while the presi¬ 
dential system leads to the election of one of the contending 
candidates as the all-powerful President, the parliamentary 
system throws up a Prime Minister who is no more than a 
"first among equals" It is an entire front bench that takes offi¬ 
ce. And, unlike the pre.sidential system, it is not the Pre.sident 
who chooses his Cabinet from among anyone who is not a 



Will the electorate vote for < 
Atal Behaii/Ab ki 


member oi Parliament. In the parliamenlai s system, the 
Prime Minister has to choose his or her government troni 
among only tho.se who are MPs, (or it is only MPs who c:m 
become ministers. Thus the choice is not between two Pi line 
Ministers but between tv/o governments. The Congress front 
bench — consssimg of veterans of virtually cvciy depaltment 
ot government—will be pitted agiunstacoalition w hose expe¬ 
rience lies in Opposition much more than in governiiicni 
This is the con.scquence of the Congre.s.s ha\ mg ben m uf f i 
ce for 45 ot the last 52 years of Independent. In that sense. it 
IS the natural party of governance. The a! I iaiii c led b> the BJP. ^ 
on the other hand, is an amalgam of those who ha\ e spent but 
seven of the last 52 years in government. .Seven years which ; 
have seen seven Prime Ministers, none of whom completed ^ 
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ircus or a sarkai? Pichli ban 
ari bahu hamari] 


Ills term. Indeed, only one cros.sed two yeans and one—the lat¬ 
est — squeaked through by a month beyond the harsi In that 
sense, the BJP-itd coalition is the natur^ party of Opposition, 
Inexperience leads to imnialnrity. mimatunly to incompeten- 
ec' the electorate will be deciding whether 13 months ol Atal 
Behan hare been 13 months ol inspiration, innovation, dyna¬ 
mism—o! bumbling mcolieience compounded by intermina¬ 
ble internal strife 

THE NEXT QUESTION which is bound to weigh with the 
I electorate is not the ability of the Piiine Minister to perform, 
but of the Prime Minister’s capacits to carry his team with 
him — or her, as the ca.se might be. On the one hand, is a 
leader who has just deiiumstrated her iron grip on her party 


On the other is a leader whose personal .standing ha.s not fore¬ 
stalled or curtailed 13 months of debilitating squabbles with 
every ally, beginning with the single-most important pre-poll 
partner, the AIADMK, and ending with the oldest pre-poll par¬ 
tner, the Haryana Vikas Party of Chaudhury Bansi Lai, a part¬ 
nership that dates back not to 1998 but to the elections of 
1996. In between, there have been blazing rows with virtually 
every partner, a kind of World Cup of Politics- BJP vs Akali 
Dal; BJP vs Trinamul; BJP vs Lok Shakti; BJP vs Telugu 
Desam; BJP vs Samata; BJP vs ,Shtv Sena; BJP vs Chautala's 
Lok Dal. Of course, these spectacular battles have been noth¬ 
ing compared to the second league matches BJP \ s RJiS. BJP 
vs Swadeshi Jagran Manch; BJP vs Bhaiatiya Mazdooi Stbha 
{DattopantThengadi};BJPvs Akhil Bharatiya V idyarthi Pan- 
shad; BJP vs Vishwa Hindu Panshad; BJP vs Hindu Jagran 
Manch; BJP vs Bajrang Dal And, of course, the bitterest of i 
|them all: BJP vs BJP. Captain A.B Vajpayee, vice-capiain 
Pramod Mahajan in the first eleven, vs C’aptain L.K. Advam, 
vice-captain .Sushma Swaraj, in the second eleven ; 

Will the electorate vote tor a circus or a uirkar? Pic hit hart j 
Atal Behari/Ab ki hart hahu hamatt '. 

After stability comes ability. How much ability resides in a j 
man who, by his own confession, took a bus to Lahore and got i 
off at Kargil? Why was there no militarv or imelligenee as.scs- 
smenl made of the con.sequences of the bear hug in Lahore ’ ; 
Why was it not anticipated that the obvious .soft target was the I 
northern salient of the LoC — precisely because, as Vajpayee j 
helplessly points out, it has not been senouslv violated in 32 | 
years'’ VMiy was it not anticipated that with the sealing oti of 
the passes along the western alignment of the I ,oC. it is ihc Kar- 
gil sector that would next be taigeted? Did the go\emmcrit 
think the Lahore Declai'ation liad eniied the struggle tor 
Siachen? If not, why did they not plan to secure the neighbour 
ing Kargil .sector from Pak attempts at cutting otf Indian supp¬ 
ly lines to Siachen'’ Has the Leh-K;ugii highw ay nvil been ihe 
object of intense shelling for ycais’ Were the security impl it ,i 
lions of the stepped up shelling of the highway imniediatcly 
on Its opening this warm season invcslig.iled, c.saniined anti 
a.sses.sed'.’ If not, why not'’ 

WHEN DID nnsT repoits come in of infillralion ' In e.irly | 
April. as .suggested by defence analysi Mai Gen (Rcul) .>31 sai 
Kanin'’ By January, as toldlo the Congress unm w inch icccn! ] 
ly visited Kargil'? By August-Scplembci Iasi scat .is indicated i 
by former foreign,.sccrcuirv and National .‘s'ccuntv (’ouiicil 
member, J.N Dixii (who, from ;ui exaggcr.ited sense t>l pio- 
pnety has, 1 understand, put in Ins papci>. .inyihing noi to 
have to go the L.C Jain/Salrnan flaidei wav'l? II none of 
these, then when? How was tin- lirsi mioiination leeentd 
evaluated'’ What .steps were taken to couiiici ihe enemy ’ H»'w 
tardy was the response’’ How adequate was i( lo Ihc occasion’’ 
Why was the Chief of Army Staff oidcted oul of the country 
on a goodwill mission after it was known that ihc LoC had 
been massively violated'’ Why did ihc Raksha Mantii leave 
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I town foi personal eelcbiations when the country was faced 
I with tins unprecedented i hallenste ’ Mow lonj! was the jiap bet- 
1 ween the uovernrnent hasint: contirnicd inlomiation about 
j the violations and sharini; it with the eountr> at large'’ Days ’ 

1 Weeks ’ Months ’ And is it enough to transfer a colonel and a 
I bngadiei lor the lapses ’ Does the Raksha Mantn share none 
I ol the blame ’ 

! vVere aiis ouleis sent out on the eve of l.ahorc, or its alter- 
! inaih, to make .111 miell'eeiu e e\aluation ol the situation all 
I along the length ol the l.oC ' 11 not, win not ’ Was the army 
' iii-'trueted to keep a ele.se watch on the snow ' Is it true that 
I light snowlall laeilitated tin intrusion'' il so. why were out 
j troops not nioveil liuwaal cailiei ’ W In was it n>'t understood 
I that the snows would melt loi the f’.ikistams on their side of 
I the LoC'al the same 1 ate as on oui side ' Wereoiii hoops equip¬ 
ped to meet the ehallenge ' Is it true thai the tew suppliers in 
Luiope had leeened m.issoe orders lot snow' warlare clo¬ 
thing, hoots and equipment months ago-’ Were these orders 
Irom Pakistan ’ Whs did we not know anything about these 
j puiehases .’ II we did. then whs did sse not put two and two 
! together’ Hase these hulk purchases In Pakistan lelt our 
i lioops slu'i't of minimum basn, requiiemenls ’ If so, who is to 
! blame ’ .Anil wh.ii is the Raksh.i Mantn's eonstruelivc or eon 
! tritmtorv lespotisibihls lor this disaster ' 

I ON WHAT BASIS dul the National .Seeunts ,Ads net and the 
I P.M's pnnsipal seeielais. Bra|esh M'shra. and then the delen- 
! <.e minister soilshiile tiial the Pakistan Piime Minisli’i. the 
Pakistan gosemment .inslihe I.SI were not in the knosv ol what 
w as happening in Kaigil ’ Why, i( (his weie so, has the (isivern- 
j meiii ol huh.I now oh)t's ted to the Pakistan gswei nmenl's relu 
; s.il lo assepi lespoiisihihty lor the mtnisioiis ' What was the 
purpose ol .laswant Singh peisoiiaiis presiding osei the 
lels'aseol the 1 apes ol sonxersatioiis between senioi armed toi- 
ees personnel ol Pakistan ’ Was it not to iinsierliiie tlie Paki¬ 
stan goveinmeiit's helplessness at the maehinations ol the 
Pak Armv. as elaiiiied b\ P.MO ,ind lire sielenee minisici ’ II 
so. does tlie (lovernnieiu ot India agiee with the Government 
ot Pakistan (hat the l.iitei o iiinoseni ot aiiy wrongdoing ’ If 
not. wliat was the point ol the tapes drama ’ Ansi, mcisientally. 
It situ where dul the governmenl gel tlie tapes ’ Prom its own 
soiiises ’ 'T hen are the Chinese htippy with out bugging their 
hotel looms ’ Oh, not tiom out souices but the Cl.A ’ If so. 
have we esitibhshesi a lelationship with the United .States loi 
inlelligenee gathering'’ How does this square with non 
.ihgnmeni'' Ot has e we giv en that up too ’ 

Is there a .seeuiity threat Irom China ’ Tsi begin at the bt'gm- 
nmg. did the Raksha Maniii say China was Enemy No. OnC’ 
It he did not, did he m tact say China was Potential Enemy No. 
One .’ .And slid not the Prime .Ministct. in bis letter to President 
Clinton altei Pokhran-11. identity the Chinese Bsurib as the 
pioMitiate cause ol our aspiring to nuclear weapons status ’ 
And slid not the Raksha Mantti, in defence ol what he .said or 


How long was the gap between the government 
having confirmed information about LoC 
i violations and sharing it with the country at 
! large? Days? Weeks? Months? And is it enough 
to transfer a colonel and a brigadier for the 
lapses? Does the Raksha Mantri share none of 
the blame? 



JASWANT SiNGH: The external affairs minister declared in 
Beijing that there is no threat at all, absolutely none, from China. 
Do the Chinese think Jaswant is the most naive innocent to tread 
the carpet up the stairs to the first floor of South Block? Or are .4 
they wondering what the shiftiest Indian government they have 
ever had to deal with now has up its sleeve? 

did not say, cite m defence of himsell in Parliament lengthy 
extracts Irom previous defence ministry reports'’ How then 
does one icconcile all this with the external affairs minister 
decliuing in Beqing that there is no threat at all. absolutely 
none, from China’’ Do the Chinese think Jaswant is the most 
gullible creature they have ever met. the most naive innocent 
to head the carpet up the stairs to the first floor of South 
Block ’ Ot are they wondering what the shiftiest Indian 
government they have ever had to deal with now has up its 
sleeve ’ Or are they, in despair, praying to the God they don't 
believe in to .set things right Come September? 

And that curious offer of safe passage’’ If it was an off- 
the-cuff response by George to a passing correspondent’s 
question, then why did the Prime Minister see fit to justify u at 
his level’’ And why has the government now 1 evoked the 
offer',’ Is flip the answer to flop? And if G'-orge has said noth¬ 
ing wrong, then why has he been asked to shut up? And if he ' 
has not been ordered to close his trap, why is hts party general ’ 
secretary speaking for him? Not )usf on parly matters but def¬ 
ence matters? Has Jaya Jaitley picked up the trick froiri Nilou- 
fer Bhagwat? O temporal Omores^ • 
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• A Delln-h'iseii rit)ii i?o\t;iiiinciital organisjlum (N(j( >! told 
a iK-wspapei Tcportci that uno vs ay of helpii\g tlio imuni'. figlu 
lag in Kargil ooukl br for houschokl^ lodoiiak- pn. kio ami lani 
-- the NGO would .inanu'. lor these bc>tlles to leash the 
Jcnmns The .story appeared in the iiewspa|>ei the nest day 
Overnight, a queue (oimed outside the ollices of tin. NG() 
Its telephi'ne hues wcie lainiiied with calls, some asking il, in 
addition to picklc, they would accept butte and cheese as 
well. Finally, the .NGO had to take its |)hone olt the hook and 
an exasperated PRO ot the army told calleis that the Indi.iii 
jjArmy hudenirugh jamand picklc and had no need ol any more 
When the flood of jam and pickle bottles still didn’t stop. 
Zee TV did a piogramine explaining to viewers what the arm- 
cd forces could use and what they couldn't, anti how to make 
sure contributions reached the right destination, 

SUNDAY4 tOJulv OTO 


I • In H.aigaloie i.lieimsi-, m die Tli\acai.ii.iiia'jai, a iowci 
I mid Me cl.iss locality c.illed .1 meeting ol ihen .issot nition and 
I ikti cd lo I lose llii*:i slii'ps Ih! oiu d.iy (>■ moiiin ihe dc.ilh ol 
I dll soldieis 111 Kaigil I hey did a d.n n'lleclion, pm toge- 
lliei ks Itf.tiDO .ind scTit il lo ihc 11111110 ol h.k 

I • Suntta Walia, yvho h\es m \ ik.ispnii, .1 !ov,ei middle class 
colony in I >cllu, pcisn.nUsI rcsidcnis in hci colony to lorego 
one meal 1 day, and ,iimou!iced she v oiild collect the liuh and 
\egcl.ihlc-. and li.oe it sent to ilic ;inuin\ 11; Karcil On realis 
mg lli.il may he this y'Msn'i Icasihic, she and liei friends dceid- 
cd to do a collection and sent it to the Prime Minister’s Relief 
lAind 

• Pushpa Chaturvedi, a lesulent of Delhi's Mayur Vihar, 
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K.P.S. Gil! observed that in Punjab hundreds of 
policemen lost their lives battling an enemy 
essentially Pakistani in origin. But these 
heroes, who fought as bravely in a war that was 
less conspicuous, left behind only weeping 
wives and children. No one remembers them 
today 


organises a weekly kcrum in her locality. Last week, she said 
she was going to pul up a banner asking for money for Kargil 
victims "U'kin nop halnwn. yeh paisn kahan hhejnn hot 
7 lines Ilf India Fund mein to keval Rs 2. 000 sey adhik acknow ■ 
k'di>e kiviijnhi hni Yodi ham laf> hui fiharsevRs 21 bhi ikatth- 
ha karen to ai hlii rnshi jnnia to sakti hai (But you tell us 
where we should .send this money. The Times of India Fund 
only prints the names of those who have given more than Rs 
2.(K)() We reckon that Rs 21 per household is a small sum of 
money, which won't pinch but which can add up to quite a bit. 
Where shiruld we seixlit'?)," she called StiNliAY to ask. 

• A powerloom owner in Bhiwandi, Maharashtra, decided to 
many his daughter simply and saved Rs 5 lakh. The money 
was donated to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund. 

• Bakeinan's Industries.aconfectionary company whichpro- 
duces biscuits, has arranged for 20 tonnes of btscuit,s, costing 
Rs 10 lakh to be sent to the Kargil jawans. 

• The Tamil Nadu government, alanned at the sudden 
mushrooming of traudulcnt organisations purporting to col¬ 
lect money for the jawans in Kargil, has put huge advertise¬ 
ments in Tamil newspapers, warning people against conmen. 


The advertisements ask people to donate money only txi the 
PM’s Relief Fund, the Army Welfare Fund oi the chief mini¬ 
ster's fund. 

• "These children are not happy with what they've done," 
says John Vincent, administrator of the Bishop Cotton School 
in Bangalore, which organised a walk and collected Rs 2 lakh 
in two days. "The children keep asking what more we can do. 
Everyone, even the sweepers in the school, came forward 
with generous contributions." 

A blood donation camp in the .school elicited an ama7ing 
response. "So what if Tm not at the front'* 1 can still give my 
blood," said a little boy preparing to donate blcxid. 

• Citizens of Ludhiana opened counters at the Ludhiana rail¬ 
way station, offering water, cold drinks and fruit to any train 
which had an army bogie attached to it. Ludhiana is the huh ol 
railway movement to and from Kaigil The countcis arc mann¬ 
ed round the clock 

• In Calcutta, even otherwise a city where blood donation is a 
public service, hundreds of blood donation camps are hcliing j 
held to give to the army. 

• In Bangalore,campaign toc illcct fundsfoi K.iigil victims 
has become an event, to be managed by even maiiagcmenl 
companies "My company has been approached by a lot of t li- 
ents expressing concern at what is happening in Kargil and 
wondering how they can help," says Piithsi Banv.isi So Ban 
vasi and his friends got together to oiganise a Wa.’k ol Lite 
"We are helping companies and individuals in collecting 
money which we will donate, not just to any ‘tiind' bin the 
families of those who have lost membets. or those who have 
been injured. We arc compiling addresses and wc will send 
this money with the name and best wishes ot the person mak¬ 
ing the contribution," Banvasi says 

• Sampatraj Mumswamy is a convict in the Bangalore t en 
tral Jail. He was acon.stable of the military police and has been 
convicted for killing a fellow constable. He is (t It I inch tall 
and jogs 5 km every day. He w ants lobe .sent to the Line ol Con¬ 
trol. He doesn’t care if he dies killing the enemy. Out ol his ear¬ 
nings in jail, he has donated Rs 1,000 to the Kargil ReliefFund 

W hat began as a trickle has turned into an avalanche Every¬ 
one wants to give — money, clothes, jewellery, anyth¬ 
ing -— to reach out and touch those who're fighting on the 
front The endeavour of those who can afford to give - coi- 
poratc houses, industrialists, cai manufacturers, employees 
donating a day’s salary, newspapeis — is leniarkable But 
more remarkable is the effort of those who count then pennies 
and have to give up something to spare something foi the 
jawan. 

And when charity is depleted and done with, comes the 
anger At the Wall of Letters — a meeting place for children, 
the elderly and anyone who wants to send a message ti' Kargil 
at Delhi’s India Gate — there was rage as well as helples¬ 
sness. A six-year-old boy, Arush Mitra, h.Tted a tiny cricket 
bat wrapped in white paper. The papei said. "Pakis, with this ' 
bat, I will beat you." L. Khurana, a retired English teacher in a 
govenunent school whose .son is fighting in Ka.shmir. said: 
"I’m here to bless the soldiers We’re watting for you to win 
and come back to us. Your sacrifice won’t go to waste." 
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A six-year-old boy, Arush Mitra, hefted a tiny cricket bat wrapped in white 
paper. The paper said: "Pakis, with this bat, I will beat you" 





Six Cielos being handed over to A.B. Vajpaypee and George 
Fernandas by Daewoo officiais 



Swanialala Sesiiatli i cainc fiom a icsi- 
lienlial ci)loii\ at least 40 krn away lioiii 
India Gate, ''out ot love and res|H;ct lor 
oui sitldicis". A gioup of youiij! men 
tead iiut llic messages they wanted sent 
tt> the soldiers "Pakistan ki i hutti kanit 
lull (linish Pakistan)." one said Another 
said 'hk ck ka haJIa Irn^f (we will take 
leveiige tor caeh one we've lost)." 

The piobicm is in handling all ol this 
Till a few nioiuhs ago. India was tiying 
to be Iriends w'ilh Pakistan Now emo¬ 
tion against Pakistan is pouring loith, 
making those who still believe India and 
Pakistan can be Iriends, wince and 
cringe at this outpouring ol anti 
Pakistan anger. Is iheic a politically cor¬ 
rect way ol dealing with patriotism'’ 
Must patiiolisni only asseit itsell when 
theie is an enemy'’ 

In an article last week, foimer Punjvib 
Police chief K P.S Gill made loughly 
the same poinl. In Puit)ab. hundreds ot 
policemen lost then lives battling an 
enemy which was essentially Pakistani 
in origin It is now established beyond 
doubt that Sikh militants were tiained 
and motivated by the ISI in Pakistan. 
But these heroes, who fought as bravely 
III a war that was less conspicuous, left 











A coffin containing tho body of a doad Indian soldier 


behind only weeping wives and 
children. No one remembers them today 
1’he answer lies in the way the notion 
of patiiotisni has been constructed in 
India From the days ol Independence 
movement, patriotism has been seen as a 
part of a discourse which recogni.ses 
sacrifice as the ultimate virtue 

G ermany and Japan are two nations 
which were devastated by a post 
Industrial Revolution war, which meant 
that they had to reconstruct their nations 
from scratch. In both countries, work 
and more work became a metaphor for 
sacriftce and nationalism. 

Now that the Kargil war has become a 
people’s war, why can’t India find other 
ways of exhibiting patriotism? In Ham¬ 
burg, the small industrial town in Germa¬ 
ny, 40 per cent of which was destroyed 
in the Second World War, industrial pro¬ 
duction increased by 60 per cent in the 
year after the bombing because the 
people were fuelled by the cause; they 
wanted to rebuild Geniiany and restore 
It to Its former glory. It is another matter 
that this call was given by the National 
Socialists, But it was the dogged com¬ 


mitment to the work cthic that reestabli¬ 
shed Germany as one of the world's lead¬ 
ing industrial powers 

Instead of donating a day’s salary, 
why can’t trade unions and political part¬ 
ies call upon employees to put in an 
extra hour at work for the Kargil cause ' 
Why can’t telephone operators manning 
telephone enquiries resolve that they 
will be extra polite for one hour every 
day out of consideration tor the mwans'' 
Why can’t passport officers work an 
hour extra stamping passports in reco¬ 
gnition of the fact that the jawans are 
working 24 hours a day? Why can't 
priests and pujaris in temples, who flee¬ 
ce poor devotees, announce that they 

From the days of 
Independence 
movement, patriotism 
has been seen as a part 
of a discourse which 
recognises sacrifice ds 
the ultimate virtue 


will only collect token chikshiiui and 
senil up an extra prayer for the lawaiis ' 
.Surely that’s the next most patriotic 
thing to do if you can't go to fight on the 
Front? 

But then that’s always been India’s 
problem — that its leadership hasn’t 
been able to lead in times ol emotional 
crises. The Congress is bickering about 
whether the Rajya Sabha should be con¬ 
vened ot not. The ADMK believes all 
India's problems will be resolved if the 
defence minister is sacked. The BJP is 
preoccupied with the diplomatic moves 
it can make to win world approval. 

But the people of India want the feel¬ 
good placebo of ‘doing something’ for 
the war. Why aren’t political parties res¬ 
ponding to this yearning by offenng 
ways of redefining patriotism? 

The great danger is that if the 
vanguard doesn’t step in. the thin line 
between patriotism and jineoism will be 
breached forever. Then it will never be 
possible to get India and Pakistan to 
become friends. • 

Aaula Joahl/BanfiOorm, Kmafml 
Wmllm/Kombay, anmMar 
niM/IHmdna, Oarlma Hmkm/Nmw 
DuUilwmMmPhmMt/HrnwOMa 
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• Congress president Soma Gandhi 
donates blood for the soldiers in Kargil. 
As photographers click away, Congres¬ 
smen whisper gleefully: "This will put 
the foreigner issue to rest. How can you 
question the patriotism of someone giv¬ 
ing blood for the nation 

• The BJP takes out half-page adverti¬ 
sements, declaring 23 June — the death 
anniversary of Shyama Prasad Mooker- 
jee — as Kashmir Day. The copy of the 
advertisement tells the reader two 
things: that Dr Mookerjee was the 
founder-president of the BharativaJana 
Sangh. And that he died in prison after 
"courting arrest to demand the full 
integration of Ka.shmir with India". 

The advertisement also says that the 
BJP-led government is determined to 
drive the enemy from Indian soil. The 
Congress criticises the advertisement. 


Sonia Gandh 


WAR 


As soldiers fight in Kargil, politicians 
slug it out in New Delhi 


in Karg(^ 


• The Congress takes out an inflated 
caricature of Atal Behan Vajpavce's 
bus to Lahore. Only, this bus li.vts its 
destination as Delhi-Lahore-Kargil. 
And Congressmen joke about parallels 
between the Lahore bus and Delhi‘s kil¬ 


ler Blue Line bu.se', 

Vajpayee acknowledges pubhch that 
he was betrayed by the gesture in Uiho- 
re. Another adverti.iement appears in 
newspapers criticising the Congress for 
plaving with balloons while .soldiers arc 
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(I\iii:^ III Kiiii;tl. The Congress wtth- 
ilnnr'. il\ hiilloon. Ami the BJP loses no 
linn III ixiiiiting tins out iii its ne\.t press 
hi n'I my. 

I • I he ('oiigress semh a tccun of ohsei- 
j rei \ hi Kiirgil The liJP I'lelds its Prime 
I Miiii\iri llowevei. o da; before Vap 
! pavee’s visit, Soiiui Gandhi decides to 
! visa .'snnagiii And pu Inns of Sonia <al 
1 liny on the jiivvans III hospital make it to 
the papers a da\ hi /oie the pliotogiaph 
oj Vaipasee salnling the Indian soldiei s 

III fsiiiyil 

the ('onyress feels that it has- svon the 

I pliolo oppoitiinitv ri'imd 

1 

S uddenly Ihe war— orthc v>;ir- 

likc Miuiiiioi) — 111 Kiiiuil lia> 
beeuirie the eleelion issue, and 
all kinds ot polilieians aie try¬ 
ing til capitalise on it Tliet'nn- 
giess blames the guveiiitiierit. and hence 
i the ItJI’. hir intelhgeiiee (allure in not 
i being able to detect the intiuders in time 


The BJP. in turn, accuses the Congress 
of being anti-national; lor tiying to 
demoralise the Indian .soldier Accord¬ 
ing to the BJP. theie is no diffeienee bet¬ 
ween the government and the detenee 
forces 

FJnt there is a dilference. said the Con¬ 
gress president "We support the army, 
bill iheie are some questions that we 
would like to ask the goveinment 
How'cver, this is not the light time to 
raise them," she said at hei ill-fated lally 
III Varanasi last week 

".Separaliiig the aimy lioni thegoiein- 
ment is leal politicising I'm estieiiiely 
Sony that some political parties aie try- 
;ng to politicise Ihe issue," said K Jana 
Kiishnamurlhi, BJP x'ice-ptesideni "In 
1971. when liidiia (iandhi was the 
Prime Mimsiei and the BJP was in the 
Opposition, we did not even base one 
pel cent ot leseivation against the 
government m its eitorts to face Ihe 
Pakistani *\imy But afiei the vvai was 
ovei, it vsas the Congress parlv that 


exploited the .success of the war to its 
own political advantage " 

But isn’t the BJP doing the same with 
Kargil'.' What about the advertisements 
taken out on .Shyama Prasad Mooker- 
lee's death anniversary announeing that 
"the BJP-led goveinment is determined 
lo drive the enemy Iroiri Indian sod"'.' 
llowevei, Jana Krisliiiamurthi says that 
the BJP has been celebrating this day as 
Kashmir Day evei since 195-4. "AiUl we 
always discuss the situation m Kashmir 
on this day So this year too, out units 
will educate the masses on the situation 
in Kargil " 

What he leaves unsaid, howevei, is 
that Ihe BJP units will obviously ediicale 
Ihe masses about Kaigil in a way that 
shows llicii goveriimcni m a good 
light' No woiidei the Congiess ciiticis- 
ed Ihe advertisements on Shvama Pra 
sad Mookei'iee’s death aiiiiiversaiy 
" file BJP IS conipoundn;’ Us metlieien- 
cy in governnieiil by petty politicking," 
denounced Praiiab Miikherjee 


SPARMNG PARIES 


What tha Congraaa 
j aaya: 

[ it is an intelligence failure 

on part of the government. 

They should have been 
able to delect the presence 
[ of the intruders much 

earlier. The array, 
however, i s not to blanw. 

I’hc Congress supports the 
military action in Kargil. 

What th« BJP My*: 

[ How can you differentiate between the government and the 
defence forces? The entire nation t^onld back the govern¬ 
ment in iks effort to protect the country. The Congress is mere¬ 
ly playing political games. 

What ttw Gongr*** MyK 

Political instability in the countty led to Kargil. The Ptdeista- 
nis thought they could take advantage of the unrest in India. 
Isn't the govemnient to be blamed for this? 

What til* BJP 

Who caused the udrest in dM pia(»? Wasn't it 


the Congress that conspir¬ 
ed with Jayulaliiha to bring 
the government down? 

What tha Con^ass 
Mys: 

The defence minister 
should take moral responsi¬ 
bility and step down. After 
all. during the war with 
China, it was A.B. Vaj¬ 
payee. leader of Opposi¬ 
tion at the time, who 
a.sked for the then defence minister V.K. Krishna Merton 's 
resignation. Why is he protecting George Fernandes now? 

What tha BJP aays: 

There i.s no need for Fernandes to resign. Adds Fernandes, I 
have not offered to resign. And besides, Krishnahtoon wasa 
friend of mine; 1962 was ni^his fault, a 

What Bm Coagraa* aiqrtK 

The 0-8 statement is not the dipiomtdic victory the govern¬ 
ment is making it om to be. Tbe statement does not even aiin- 
tion Pakistan by name. 
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"The BJP is compounding its inefficiency 
in government by petty politicking” 


B ut there is no denyng that the Con¬ 
gress does not quite know how to use 
the situation in Kargii to its advantage 
The mam Opposition party has to be con¬ 
tent with pointing to the inexperience 
and carelessness ol' the government To 
say anything more could be construed as 
anti-national and demoralising for the 
armed forces. The BJP, on the other 
hand, by identifying with the defence 
forces, can take all the credit. And blame 
the bodybags on Pakistan. 

The Congress ha.s been quick to reali¬ 
se this and has tned to make a subtle dis¬ 
tinction between the government and 
the Indian .Army But this did not win 
them manv points, and Congres.smen 
weie gcnuincl\ concerned that the 
.iction in Kargil would go in the BJP's 
favoui That is when the party went in 
lor a two-piongcd attack. It was decided 
that the highest level, i e . the party presi¬ 
dent and the geneial secretaries, would 
act as a ‘lesponsihle Opposition’ and 
make guarded statements 


What the BJP says: 

The Congress statement reads like the one issued by Islama¬ 
bad. Wliose side are they on? 

What the CoflBrass says: 

The people of India hold the BJP responsible for the situation 
in K^gil, As the bodybags keep aniving in Delhi, after 
Pakistan, the people blame Vajpayee. The only way the BJP 
can turn this in their favour is whip up a fervour of patriotism 
—and the only way to do this is to go in for a full-fledged war 
with Pakistan. 

What tha BJP says: 

When you look at green grass with red spectacles, even the 
greenery appear red. f f we do cross tlie LoC, it will be because 
the situation demands it, and not because of some cheap politi¬ 
cal gain. 

And anyway, the border dispute is not of our making. We 
are fs'eparing a white paper on what successive Congress 
govemments have done in Kashmir. 

What tha ConBrass aaya: 

The BJP should take the Opposition into confidence. And we 
want a special Rajya Sabhasession to discuss foe issue. 

What tha BJP aaya: 

The Opposition is looking for opportunities to embarrass foe 
[ govenimeat. Take for example Woo Prasid Vadav's ‘most 
irresponsible’ charge that the jment PM cannot handle the 
situation. Hiese are the kind of sttUements will be aired at 

Rajya Sabha .session. Nothing conaete will come out of it. 


about ''raising qucsiions ai. the appropriate time", and the 
second strata, i.c , ihc P('(' level, should nol hold back its 
attack on the governineni "People at the grass-root level 
should be made to realise lhat it was the guvernmenl’s meptilu- 
de lhat led to the cuneni siiualion," |>oinls out a Congress wor¬ 
king eommittec member. "So the PCC level will poini out that 
the /(ivcmi.v lighting at Kargil have to make supreme sJellfiee^ ] 
beeause ol the government's failure to act on time You caii- 
iV't iiust the BJP to pieserve the lenilona) mtegtity ot India," 
he said 

And now the Congress feels ihc situation has mined to Us ! 
advantage Accoidmg lo a party general secictaiy, the only 
wav the BJP could have capitah.scd on the bordci attack was if 
it liad lluslicd out the iiiv aders w ithm a week oi so " They can 
then go into the polls with a viciorv vclebiation. .And foi ihis 
i llicv need lime to whip up a nationalist feivoui To do so on 
the I’ve .<1 the polls will nol give them enough time." he added, 
[lomiing to the tael lhat Indit.i tiandhi hail leaehed Lahore 
w iihin 12 days 

(li cl.se. say (’ongiessincn. the BJP can whip up patriotic 
passions by going m foi a full-fledged wat. In tact, Ihis is the 
advice that the RSS is giving the goveinment as well i.s«r/b/- 
/oning .v/orv) The initiative ranges Ironi exercising the 
iuicKmi' option to llexiiig muscle by crossing the Line of Con¬ 
trol But Ihcgovernmcnl has to go on the offensive locapitidi- 
se on the anli-Pakistaii mood of the nation.'’ says a incmbei of 
the R.S.S think-tank 

So. will the decision to attack Pakistan be a political oi a 
militiuy one? Lot vvlielher ihey like it oi nol. both the (.’on- 
gress and the BJP have realised that the situation in Kargil is 
now a lull-llcdgcd election issue Fveii others such as l.aloo 
Prasad Yadav are trying to cash in on the issue Yadav blamed 
the BJP for Kaigil and said, "Vajpayee cannot liandle the 
situation ” 

It may be a vvar-like situation in Karg-.l But it's dcliniioly a 
full- fledged war on the electoral battlefield • 

PHya Sahgal/New Dolhl 
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Prime Minister Vajpayee’s government is under pressure from the 
RSS to take the battle to the enemy camp 


N cvei has the Rashtnya Swayamsevak Sanph 
(RSS) been vindicated more tiiumphanily W'hen 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJF), at its state execu¬ 
tive meetinj! on 27 June, vowed to "teach Pakistan 
a lesson in a fourth war so that it will ne\ei dare to 
evci attempt a Kargil again", it was the RSS sps ikmg India 
has fought three wars with Pakistan, but has alv ays adopted a 
defensive stance, a kind of 'forgive-and-foigct' attitude to the 
country Demand for strict action Irom the RSS never found 
any appreciation. 

But the Sangli now finds that Us stand on Pakistan and Kash¬ 
mir has been endorsed by subsequent events m Kashmir and 
now the armed intrusion in Kaigil Therefore, there is a gene¬ 
ral tceling in the Sangh that the Indian Army should not be 
restrained beyond a point, on the issue of crossing the LoC 
into Pakistan-occupied Ka.shmir tPoK). 


The Sangh is not convinced with arguments that diplomatic 
efioris alone are enough to silence Pakistan At the lecently- 
concluded naming camps ol the RSS knownastheOTC (Ofli- 
cer Tiaming Cainpl. the demand to militarily tiounce Paki 
Stan and reclaim Indian tcriitory was voiced unanimously 
Wliai is the ()T("'' During the summer months every year, 
training camps are organised by the RSS where selected 
cadres are trained ideologically and physically for nearly a 
nioiilh Six'iiydin.scvdks who attend these camps pay lor then- 
selves There are foui categories of trainees ITC, First Year 
OTC, Second Yetu OTC. and the most important final stage 
ol training, the Third YearOTC, which is oiganised in Nagpur. ' 
This year’s training camps wcie overshadowed by events 
at Ktugil. Most of the lectures ;uid deliberations residved 
around nationalist efforts to defeat and give a final blow to 
Pakistan. 


18 


SUNDAYS 10Ju>Yld99 





COVER STORY 




Vajpayee with RSS leaders: 
differing perceptions 



K.S. Sudarshan: advocating 
a hardline 


Ai firsl. RSS cadres and top t^Tas^ were anxious about the 
casualties hemp taken by the Indian Ainiv and there was pies 
sure to pn in lot tull-nedeed wai. But gradually, as the gams 
of India's diplomatic effotts sank into the RSS's con¬ 
sciousness, the isolation and luiniiliatioii of Pakistan made up 
(or the losses ol siildiers The whole world lealiscd, the RsS 
beieived. that Pakistan haii done wrong and was leads to 
punish It 

i t helped that a few weeks ago Prime Ministci Atal Behan 
Vajpayee perceived by the top brass to be aiTogaiil and dis¬ 
missive of the RSS, actually paid a visit to the Sangh office 
and spent more than an hour with the Icadeis The Sangh has 
also noted that he was diiectly deliberating and fieqiiently 
exchanging views and opinions with the RSS — his directivi. 
to the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) to keep in constant 
touch with the Sangh headLiuaiters has been well received by 
the organisation 

There is no doubt that Vajpayee, in the past, has played a 
major role in moderating the RSS view Uwards Pakistan As 
foreign minister during the .lanaia regime (lt^77-79) and Ins 
Lahore trip during his prime ministership led the Sangh n> 
recognise that Pakistan was a nation state. 


here to stay Significantly, 
though few people noticed it, the Sangh 
moderated its concept of Akhand Bharat. 

This was very important The Sangh 
was unlorgiviiig to those who partition¬ 
ed India. The Jana Sangh said in its mani- 
leso: "It shall be an objective of Jana 
Sangh policies to end the .separation of 
India and Pakistan and bung the two 
together" The .lana Sangh opposed the 
Shimla Agreement as being too concilia¬ 
tory towards Pakistan and its slogan was 
"Di’sh mi hdrii, Fiiuj mi hart, ban hiii 
Miikai htiimiri (It was neither the coun¬ 
try nor the army which lost the (1972) 
war. If anyone lost, it was our 
government). 

Yet, Akhand Bharat was played down 
111 the RSS agenda largely 
because o( Vajpayee’s exertions The RSS could not 

be persuaded to change its mind that Pakistan was India’s 
friend But it cautiously accepted that Vajpayee had niani ged 
to tum the tabic m regional politics in south Asia by cxteiuling 
the hand of friendship to Pakistan. Whether it was l.ahuic or 
other conciliatory gestuics, the RSS asked India to watch its 
back K S Sudai shall, the snh kanrah declared. "The hatc- 
India campaign is esscniial gnsi to the Pakistan mill ' 

Which IS why it look ivi time at all to Ian the old llamcs m 
the RSS when India was attacked "W'hy must we alw'ays be 
on the defensive'”' asked an RSS trainer. "Why should w-e let 
oui soldiers be killed'’ W'hy do we have the bomb if wc’rc 
never going to use it ” 

I t was these feelings which weie reflected m the Punclum- 
nyo editorial last month which asked the governinent to give 
a bebiting icply to Pakistan even if it is at the cost of using a 
missile bomb (sic) (obviously reteriing to the nucleai boinbi 
The PMO reacted to this and asked editoi Tarun Vijay loclari- 
fv that he didn’t mean a nuclear bomb and that his views did 
not represent those of the RSS, toi suggestions like this would 
negate oiircflurts in international fora. 

The leelmg in the RSS is that n was the dipK'inatic vietoiv 
ol Vaipayce which restrained the gung-ho RSS haullmeis. 
and m a sense, saved Vajpayee India’s body langauge during 
the visit of Sartai A/iz to New Delhi reflected llic angei and 
I age ol the RSS 

Now the mood in the oigamsation is lutt jiisi oui posts, but 
also theirs flic RSS is clear that it will support to its last man 
the hbeiationot PoK. The logic is: once PoK is libeiated, Paki¬ 
stan would lose Its claim on .l&K. During the Punjab agita- 
IK" , the RSS slogan was. Wuh ptiunish m Lilkuni hai to Nan- 
koii ki OH’ i hdlo Khdlistdii kvtin iiidiii^tt' bo. stini Hiiulu'daii 
liiiiiluird bdi (If your manhood is being questioned, go to Nan- 
kan [a Sikh shrine in Pakistani Why only Kh.ilisi.in, all of Hin¬ 
dustan IS youi's to liberate ) It believes that PoK must be 
liberated. 

If the RSS IS being held back, it is because the party is con¬ 
stantly in touch w'lth PMO about developments in Kargil 
Otherwise, theie is overwhelming opinion in the RSS that 
India must cross the 1 -oT' It will require a quick and unequivo¬ 
cal diplonialic resoluiion to the Kargil issue Otherwise, it 
will be diHicult to restrain the Sangh • 

Ifj^fil Srinlvaman/N0w Delhi 
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ndiu is fighting its longest undecla¬ 
red war since its first on the same 
teiTain 52 years ago. But India's 
political leadership outside the 
gos'crnment in the Opposition, 
has Foigotten the vital necessity for uni¬ 
ty of aim and puipose in conflict situa¬ 
tions They are forgetting the war is in 
Kargil, not Kanpur, battles are being 
fought in Batalik not Banarasand Dras, 
not Delhi This is India's first war on tele¬ 
vision being carried live on screens and 
in print into every home 

How can the former Prime Minister 
I.K. Ciujral m the middle of a fierce war. 
have the sense to suggest the formation 
of a national government'' How can 
.Sonia (iandhi .say she will support the 
army bat criticise the government'' How' 
can one diaw a distinction between the 
government and the ai my ' 1 low can res¬ 
ponsible Opposition parties accuse the 
army of being politicised and point a fin- 
gci at the army duel (icn \ P Malik'' 
You can blame the army for lowering its 
guard 111 Kaigil. notfoi dropping its time- 
tested apolitical traditions and respect 
foi civilian control That is why there 
can he no dillerence between the govern¬ 
ment of the day and the aimed f -rces 
Some fionourable members of Oppo¬ 
sition parties and the media do not rcaii- 
.se that then casual and habmial crilicisiu 
ol (be government, and to a ie.s.ser extent 
the army in these difficult times, has led 
.some gullible generals to write nasty let¬ 
ters to the military high command casti¬ 
gating them lor muddying the fan name 
of the armv. 

Senior ofliceis fighting the wai m Kai 
gil say they’re very disturbed by these 
events and question the logic and ration¬ 
ale of political paities dainiing thcy’ic 
behind the armeif lorees but will attack 
the government. "We take oidcrs Irom 
this very government," say the generals. 
They also lind iricxpbcablc. the .sustain¬ 
ed attack on their defence minister, Geo¬ 
rge Fernandes. "W'e base full eonliden- 
ec m him," said an air marshal. 

Here IS a defence minister who is up 
fronl among his soldiers from Samba to 
Siachen. Yet, he's being pilloried, His 
fault IS, he is winning over the stildiers 
Asks a colonel. "How can you fight the 
enemy when the government and dcfcti 
cc minister directing the wai arc being 
constantly criticised What message 
does this send to the soldier.'" 

In India, seldom is there any unani¬ 
mity, even on national security It is mis¬ 
sing in a wai-like situation and should 
come about. If the whole country can be 


20 


SUNDAY4~ lOJuly >909 





VWEIt 9 ■ vn m 

mmmmmmmKmmmm 



The Kargil situation is fuiiy under controi 
with no threat to any quarter. The intruders 
wiii either withdraw or be destroyed in 
battie. Or be frozen by weather. The Kargii 
battle will be won by the unprecedented 
support of the ordinary people of India for 
extraordinary soldiers of India. Let not 
petty politics mar the year of the Jawan 


GEORGE FERNANDES: .SVn/^*r 

defence officers find the susloincd 
attack on the defence minister 
incxphcahle 


()(ic behind the iiiined toice^ di this imie. 
why not (he politkul p.iities' 
DcmiK'racy and free piees .ne tine [Uil 
spare the Kaigd brigade 

I t IS not Ian ;ind eonetl to say that 
soldicis, lighting 111 Kaigil aie nut pro¬ 
perly et|iiipped oi aimed They uiidd he 
bcttei oft with some lii-le(.h hut iiiipio\ 
en gadgetry in high altitude wailaie is 
unicliahle llowevei, they aie not woise 
oil loi the lack of it They are hi-iiig sup 
ported with every somhai iiiullipliei m | 
the military inventory and others aie 
being proeured On the niilitaiy oihit 
there IS only one Himalayan in gade 
meant lor Siaehen Ai deional 
Himalayan inlantiy w ill have to lU nam¬ 
ed and nurtured toi new tasks 

The conquest ol these sheet pinnacles | 
in Dias anil Ratalik has more to do w all 
indomitable battle and mouiiiaiiieenng 
skills ul inlantiynien than any leioln 
lion in military all'airs Technology will 
take a long time reaching the momil.inis 
Not long ago Soviet technology was 
defeated by the Taliban in the nionntams 
ofMghanistan I 

There is need for patience and calm. 
The Kargii situation is fully iindei con- I 
trol with no thicai to any (juaiiLi Hie 
stress ot time must not be siipeiimposed | 
on the higher stress ol battle I he mini | 
ders will either wilhditiw or be destioy i 
ed 111 battle Orbe lioifen by vvealhei j 

Pakistan wall be SI iipid to maio Kaigil i 
a Siachen. because ii is not Inilui will 
not need three divisions to dekiid Kai- 
gil. This IS pure dismrormation siemm 
inglVom self styled militaiy experts mis 
reading of terrain If Pakistan has lield 
these intrusions wiih 81)0 men India > an 
do better with less .Some ol these alias 
of intrusion were pieviouslv held In 
India and given up heeause Ihese gaps 
between Indian defences were regaided 
difficult lot iiifiltiation and unsuilable 
loi conventional operations. .And 
Ladakh was uiisuitcd lor iiililtiation 

The Kargii bailie will be won bv ihe 
unpieeedented siippoit of the oidinaiy 
people of India lor c-xtraurdmaiy 
•soldiers of India. Let not petty politics 
mai the yeai of the Jawan • 

Mitf. Omi. A»h0k K. M»Mm/N0w D 0 IM 
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In Kargil, the artillery 
is causing heavy 
destruction 


T he casualty lipures as on 28 
June were 175 killed and 364 
wounded. The proportion of 
killed to wounded is normally 
one is to three The high kill 
latc is due to open and rocky terrain and 
a very high percentage of killed and 
wounded ate due to enemy artillery tire. 

Of the 65 injuicd, who :irc receiving 
treatment in Army Base Hospital, New 
Delhi, 52 are nursing splintei and not bul¬ 
let wounds. This is a definite indicator of 
the destructive role being played by the 
artillery on both sides. Moreover, with 
Indian troops now inching closer to the 
Line of Control (LoC), the iritcnsity of 
artilleiy brought on them is increasing. 

As the heights being vacated were 
earlier held by F’akistani regulars, their 
co-ordinates base been registered by 
them. When Indian troops capture a 
height, the letrcatmg enemy directs aitil- 
lery lire on the advancing Indian Army. 
Since the assaulting lorces tlndiun) are 
more in iiumbei than the retreating for¬ 
ces (Pakistan). Indian troops are expos¬ 
ed to enemy guns till the shelters are 
constructed 

The problem is bound to persist until 
the Pakistani guns are silenced Despite 
all the air power and artillery used, the 
Pakistani guns are yet to be neutralized. 
Since these guns are located across the 
LoC, the air force can’t hit them 
Thus, the only effective way to 
neutralize the guns would be counter- 
bombardment operations on the Pakista¬ 
ni artillery'. This has to be done simulta¬ 
neously with the task of providing cover 
fire to the advancing infantry. Pakistan 
has an edge in counter-bombardment. 

There arc two reasons for this. Firstly, 
having planned the aggression, Pakistan 
had llie time to plant persons within 
India who are now ob.serving and direct¬ 
ing fire. These could be trained militants 
or regulars present in India in the garb of 
locals. Secondly, Pakistan has gun- 
locating radars — ANTPQ 36&37. 



These radars can locate the very source 
of gun-fire, notwitHstanding its limita¬ 
tions in mountains. It does provide an 
edge during counter-bombardment ope¬ 
rations. India loo had almost struck a 
deal with the Americans for the.se 
radars, but the Pokhran blasts blew up 
the deal. 

I ndia, however, has the advantage of a 
superior and better laid-out artillery. 
Unlike Pakistan, which has not updated 
Its artillery, India has been regularly mo - 
demising its equipment and arsenal. For 
instance, the Bofors has a variety of 
ammunition which gives it a lethal and 
destructive edge. 

But Indian artillery is yet to realise its 


THY NAME IS VALOUR: An Indian 
soldier preparing to fire at enemy 
bunkers 


The only effective 
way to neutralize 
the guns would be 
countei^bombardm- 
ent operations on 
the Pakistani 
artillery 
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lull potential due to inadequate observa¬ 
tion o'/er intrusions of targets across 
LoC. Counter-bombardment of 
Pakistan's battle sustenante means like 
gun locatives, supply camps, etc., has 
become vital. For this, there are a few 
options with India. 

India can insert personnel across the 
LoC or send air observ ation helicopters 
to direct fire on the enemy side. Both 
these options, however, imply crossing 
5 the LoC. 

There is a third option—useUnmann- 
ed Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) pilotted by a 
remote. They can be sent into enemy ter¬ 
ritory from where they can relay back co¬ 
ordinates of gun positions and supply 
bases. The wing-span of UAVs is barely 


TYPE OF ARTILLERY GUNS USED BY INDIA 


Typ# 

lOSmin 

ImUaB FlaU Gnn 
120 mm mortar 


IGQ asm mortar 
130 modiiim gun 

ISBmfflBofors 


ttumbfr of Indian 
guns deployed 
cannot be mentioned 
due to security 
reasons 


ChamctBrlstits 

• Superior varient of the Pakistani versi 

• Can fire hiph and low angles 

• Light weight 

• Light and transportable 

• Common weapon between India and 

• Fast rate of fire 

• Effective in mountains. 

• Not too destructive 

• Cannot fire high angle ; 

• Limited deployment in 

• Easy maintenance •v,;, 

• Highly destructive ammunition’'W;: 

• Highly destructive ammunition 

• Variety in ammunition 

• Can fire at high angles 

• Capable of screening enemy night visioL 
o Cargo-an ammunition varied which sphts 

into 72 bombs before it lands on target. 

Graphic py Htttatan Matty 



TYPE OF ARTILLERY GUMS USED BY PAKISTAN 


Type 

25 Pounders 


105 mm 
Howttzert 


Characteristics 


155 mm 
Howibon 


o An obsolete World War tl gun 
o India phased these guns long time ago 

• Ineffective in terms of accuracy 

• Effective in the rnoumam 

o Can take high angle shoots 
(easier to clear ridges and mountain tops) 

• Can be dismantled and moved to 
Inaccessible areas by mules 

• Causes heavy destruclion 
o Best gun in Pak artillery. 

o Its sheils cause high degree of destmetion 


Numtion (toptofid 

iRthebRateSMtor 

IS 


flange 

^m) 



. Range is less for a heavy gun. 

• No variety in its ammunition 

• Shell weight: 35 kg 

• Can lake high angle shoot.This 
makes it effective in mountains. 

o An old gun-outdated in India. 

• Very slow rate ot fire, 
o An effective mid-range gun, 
o Can be carried by mules, 
o The only weapon common be 

India and Pakistan. 

122 mm MBRl • Fires 30 rockets in 20 seconds 
iMullHMiiui * inferior to India's MBRLs 
ractal laiHicIwr) • More effective in plains. 

• ineffective for precicion shooti 

Graphic by Nitrataii Maity 


5.5 mm 

HOVnUArs 


120 mm 
Mortar 



7.5 metres which not only prevents it 
from detection bin makes itadifflcult tar¬ 
get to hit and even if it is hit, it has an in¬ 
built mechanism lo self-destruct. 

In the mid-8()s, Israel used U AVs call¬ 
ed Acquila to direct artillery fire on Leba¬ 
non. Pakistan is u.smg a Chinese vanani, 
ASN 105 with a range of 150 km and an 
endurance of 2 hours 


It IS imperative tor Indian gunners to 
see across the LoC to render enemy guns 
ineffective. In a battle where nothing 
other than shells can cross the LoC, a lot 
more thought would obviously go into 
using the artillery as the mainstay rather 
than a mere supporting mechanism to 
the advancing troops. • 

Prmn^ Ohm! Smmmntm/Nmw DmOU 
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Why India Shoul 


Doubtful mil it dry gains will 
undermine diplomatic success 

T he debate on \vlicthei oi not India shoiiUI eiuss the 
l.incol Conliol (l.oC) has bceoine slirdl The LoC’ is 
not |ust aLakshinan Rekh<( winch Pakistan has jicno- 
dically violated dos|iiie evehaiiftiiif.’ ilclincaled 
maps and sigiiin>; the Simla Agieemeni in I't72 
Unl'orlunalely, India missed the chance tlten to seal ihc l.o(' 
Pakistan was the \ antiiiishcd nauon down on its knees Its capi¬ 
tulation was complete Heaven know's why Mrs Indiia (iaii 
dhi and hei Kashmir coterie let Pakistan oil the hook They 
are the guilty woman and men ol 1971, lesponsibie loi Kargil. 

The r|ucsiion one has to ask is what, at this stage ol the bat 
tie, w'lll crossing the LoC tichicve niihlarily ' Vci\ little, 
except some Icel good and vindication ol honoei but at 
immense human and maleiial cost Casualties, wimh is the 
key concein in eviction attacks, will be many nioie on cioss- 
ing Ihi' LoC' F*ohtically and diplomatically, Iiulia will stand to 
lose the nitcinatioiial siippoii it has gamed Irom the remarka 
ble show ol rcslraml 

Por detiling with F^akistan, one seventh India's si/,e, you do 
not need to shout Iroiti the rooftops yoii’ie ciossing the L.oC. 
You go alie.id and do it quietly The I oC should have been 
crossed aiouiid I.*! May once the intiiisions weic established 
w'lth whatever contmgenev plan Iheie was The letiibution 
had to be (|uick The ground and an strikes on oiii side of the 
LoC' should liave followed sw'iftly 

Six Weeks on. the element of suipnsc loi crossing the LoC 
IS lost Both sides lU'c in battle stations And tlierc is no milita- 
ly necessity to enlarge the conflict at this stage. Pakistan has 
not created an untenable threat, as it did in 1965, to Akhnur 
Today there is no similar threat to Siacheii oi Leh 

Theiefore, Pi ime Minister Atal Behan Vajpayee was quick 
to set aside any doubt on crossing the LoC w'hen armv chief, 
(ien V.P. Malik reflected on looking beyond Kaigil Malik’s 
was a tactical slatcment loaded with strategic iiiiances But in 
a direct question on the need to cross the LoC he said that was 
the Cabinet's prerogative. He was not eoiriiiiitlnig hmiself on 
the mililai 7 necessity to do .so but endorsed an earliei foreign 
ministry line that the option could be exercised m supreme 
national interest. 

Vajpayee promptly ruled out ciossing the LoC while 
acknowledging this would impose considerable opciatioiial 
difficulties on the armed forces. .Siniultaneoasly, Vajpayee 
sent a couple of message outside India and across the LoC. 
that India had no intention of escalating the Kaigil conflict 
and the Indian Army was willing and capable of vacating the 
aggression rle.spite the operational handicaps Vajpayee has 
ensured Pakistan docs not engage in any mi.scalciilaiion on 
account ol India keeping open the option of crossing the LoC’. 

T he Kargil War started with the government giving the ann- 
cd forces the operational mandate to evict the intrusions 



ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE: Has ruledoul eni.s\ing the Ia^C 


The only teiiii of reference was: LoC would not be crossed. 
More than six weeks later, after the slow pace of rolling back 
the intrusions and witlihcavyattrition, the iiiiliituy is having 
second thoughts on the soundness of a frontal eviction strate¬ 
gy. But the army duel who is also Chairman Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CCSC) has not .sought a rev ision of his mandate. 
He knows, unlike his couiiteipan, Gen. Parvez Musharral, 
that he is fighting a politico-military war. No doubt at a time 
atid place of Pakistan's choosing. 

C'leai ly, Malik was also looking beyond the military conno¬ 
tation of the conflict, at the political and diplomatic isolation 
of Pakistan The military war was being won diplomatically 
and crossing the LoC would negate the ad antage of India s 
principled stand for moral high ground Bai i mg the Organisa¬ 
tion of Islamic Countries and (’hina, Pakistan has found no 
takers for its disingenuous disguise of violating the Lof’ and 
blaming Ihc Taliban and India for it. 

Pakistan has discredited itself as a res[)oiisibIe and rational 
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t Cross The LoC 



NAWAZ SHARIF: US 

President Bill Clinton 
conveyed to Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif to withdraw the 
armed intruders from LoC 



6EN.VED MALIK: 

the decision to cross the 
LoC lies with the Cabinet 

nuclear weapon siate. No one is any longer in doubt about the 
army’s derisive role in Kargil or the degree of civilian control 
over it The Kargil fiasco is further prwif of the army’s reck¬ 
less pursuit of a previously failed military strategy of wresting 
J&K. 

Kargil has exposed the frailly of Pakistan. Its threat to use 
the ultimate weapon, doubtlessly for blackmail, has alaimed 
the already incensed international community. Pakistan ins¬ 
ists it has not crossed the LoC and therefore not rai.sed the thre¬ 
shold in the 11 -year-old proxy war. Technically, it is the Tali¬ 
ban from the Indian side of occupied Kashmir, not the Paki 
Stan Anuy, which has declared war. India’s delayed but tough 
response of air and ground strikes has let Pakistan know the 
Indian threshold which for the present, does not include cross¬ 
ing the LoC. 

Nineteen Sixty Five was however different. Neither side 
had nucleai' weapons and no deterrence was in place. When 
Pakistan realised that Operation Ciibraltar had been foiled in 


Srinagar and Rajouri, and the Indian Anny had retaliated by 
crossing the Cea,se Fire Line (CFL). and captured llaji Pir 
bulge and posts in Kargil, it launched a conventional armour¬ 
ed thrust in Chhamb Jaunan to cut otf Akhnur bridge. 

It was the strategic necessity to relieve pressure on ('hhamb 
that forced India to widen the conflict beyond the CFL to 
across the international border opposite Lahore and Sialkot 
This time around, both sides have kept the conflict localised 
to the Kargil sector over a 120 out ot 740 km frontage. 

In his most recent statement, Vajpayee has been equivocal 
about crossing the LoC saying it is a matter of battle strategy 
This is likely to keep Pakistan guessing 

W hat are the military options on the escalation laddei’ 
The first of these is lor India to (Kcupy ground acoss 
the LoC Next and more attractive is to cairy out an Israeli- 
type punitive air strikes against enemy targets like guns, 
posts, logistic bases, training camps, bridges, weapons and 
military facilities which cither interfere with our opcrati.ins or 
.supptirt the intrusions. It is also feasible to infiltrate special lor- 
ccs as in 1%5 for some ot lhe.se missions 

Still more attractive is sending Kashmiri freedom tigliicrs 
into PoK and northern areas to start a proxy-war. But India is 
not geared for this These options limit retaliation to opposite 
Kargil or other parts ot LoC without widening the conllici 
Any one of these actions is guaranteed to attract immediate 
Pakistani reprisals with dangerous consequences This is espe¬ 
cially worrisome for Inditin planners as one is not sure who is 
in command at this time m Pakistan 
The recent message from President Bill Clinton conveyed 
to Prime Minister Naw-a/ Sharil by General Zinni, C’-in-C US 
Central Command (CENTCOM) required Pakistan to with¬ 
draw the armed intruders from LoC. This is the first clear 
signal that the US is detennincd to have the aggression v acat 
ed for India. American coneem tor the spread of Islamic I unda- 
mcntalism and nuclear tensions has prompted this action 
According to a top US official, India has acted wisely in ihc 
face of extreme provocation. The IIS administration is detei- 
niined to see Pakistan not only isolated but not rewarded for 
this aggression. By keeping the door to the Lahore prtKess 
still open, India has kept the link with Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. Making the China tapes — conversations between 
Pakistani generals — available to Sharif before declassiiying 
them was an Indian master stmke 

India has already suffered nearly 200 killed and 4(K) wound¬ 
ed in Kargil. It is time to go slow on phy sical assault and sub¬ 
ject what is left of the intrusions to a Kosovo treatment; 
degrade Pakistan’s capacity to fight and survive across the 
LoC by continuous air and ground strikes We should take out 
his artillery supporting the intrusions and punish othei facilit¬ 
ies involved in this proxy battle Further, ground troops 
.should block his supply lines and isolate them Most of all. Ici 
statecraft supplement battlecraft. • 

Omi. Aahok K. Mmhtm/New Dalhl 
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P ^ O F I L E 


Windfall 

Sharad revolts, Pramodprofits 


I I IN a tunny busmcs^. pcIilKs 
Sharad Pawar '^ays that hi.' has 
11 ‘helled to lu'lp Indians llouii'-ti 
111 Indian pohlns ()t couisc, ins 
motive IS simpler he wants to 
help himself Fkit hete's ilie uony he 
IS pump to end up heipmi: Pniniod 
Mahaian 

Thou};!! his stieelwise style leads 
many people m Uellii lodismos Malm 
pin asjiist another last-talkmp. upu ;ad 
! ly mobile politician, the truth is that 
I Maliaian’s importance m national poh- 
I iKs waves ami wanes m ditecl piopoi 
tu>n to the P.IP's pcrlormaiice m Maha 
rashtia poliln s 

His remarkable rise u]i the laddci of 
the paiiy’s hieraichy may have had 
somethiiij; to do with 1, K Advam's 
blessinps (since withdiawii) but tin 
mam cause was his evtiaoidin.iry sui 
cess in takmp the DJP to powci m 
M.iharashtia m less tlian five scats 
In the late lirghties, when the H.ll' 
hail no role in Mahaiashlia po!!tlc^ n 
w'jts Maha|aii who had the sasss ni 
rccoaiiise that the best hope loi the iiat- 
ty was to pi(;j:yhack its was into powei 
by ahgninj! with the .Shis Sena While 
many in the 13.11’hicraichs weieappall 
ed by the idea ol associating svuh Ral 
Thackeiav (to this day. Muili Manohai 
.loshi asoids appealing on a plattorrn 
with Thackeiav). Miiliajan aigucd that 
the alliance was a nciissary stepping 
stone I’lve yeais ago, he won the argu¬ 
ment when a BJP-Slus .Sena gosein- 
ment took ollice m Mahaiashtra 

That teat aecounted tor his clout in 
the patty and evplamed why he w>is 
appointed detence mmisiei in Atal 
Behati Vajpayee's 1.3-day gosein- 
ment in ld% People started talking 
about him as a futuie party piesident. 
and he scented destined loi great 
things 

Alas, the problem with posset that 
derives from state polities is that sshen 
there is a reserse in the state, you begin 
to seem less significant in Delhi as 
well. This w as the fate that befell Maha- 


giii 111 PAtS when widespreatl re,sent 
nient against the unpopuhu BJP-.Sena 
stale goseinmeiU led the Congress to 
m.ike sweeping gams in Maharashtra 
The Coiigiess-led tiont won 37 out of 
48-constiiuencies and many leaders 
I lost then seals Unfortunately fur 
Mahataii. he was one of them 

He lelnined to Delhi, tail between 
his leg-,, 1,' a barrage of hostility Iroiii 
all those who thought he had got too 
tai, too soon It did not help that .Adva 
111 had also withdtawn his lav out But 
toitunately Vajpayee threw him a life¬ 
line 111 ihi lorm ol the post ol political 
ad\ iser to the Prime Minister In a lew 
months, M.iliajan got himself elected 
1 to the Raiy.i ,Sabha and became a pan 
1 ol the Cabinet 

i Nevertheless, he remains haunted 
! bvthaidelcat Not only did it show up 
I die weakness in his position, it also 
allowed ho critics to poiir.iy him as a 
.lasw aiil Smgh-Iikc figure who depend- 
I i‘d on Vajpayee's largesse foi his politi 
lid survival Worse still, there was no 
indication that the crisis w as ovei The 
Mahaiashtra government continued to 
he unpopular It was taken foi granted 
ttiat It would lose the next Assembly 
I lection, due this winter And when a 
general election was called, the Con- 
gi ess expected to repeat its I ddX sweep 
Then. Sharad Pawar discoveicd that 

Though his streetwise styie 
ieads many people in Delhi 
to dismiss him as just 
another fast-talking 
politician, the truth is that 
Mahajan’s importance in 
national politics waxes and 
wanes in direct proportion 
to the BJP’s performance in 
Maharashtra 


Soma Gandlii had been bom in Italy. 
And God smiled on Pramod Mahajan 

The sioiy goes that Pawar had made 
an oiler to Mahajan It was the Shiv 3 
Sen.I not the BJP that was really unpo- 
pulai What il the BJP broke the allian¬ 
ce with the Sena in advance of the 
■Assembly election'’ Pawai' would 
break the Congress and would bring 
over enough Independents to ensure 
that a new BJI’-Pawai alliance had a 
maioriiy in the Assembly. Then, the 
new alliance could conic.st the As.semb- 
l\ elections togcthei So confident was 
Pawai that Mahajan would say yes that 
he assured his MLAs of ministerships 
111 a mallei of weeks 

But Pramod Mahajan turned out to 
be smarter than Pawar. Look at it this 
way, he said If the BJP aligned with 
I’awai, then ii would lace two oppon¬ 
ents at the election, the Congress and ' 
the Shiv Sena Ol these two the Shiv 
Sena would cerl'imly eat into the BJP 
vole w hile It was not clear that Pawar’s 
Congicss vote bank was transferable 
to a BJP led alliance So how' did die 
BJP gam ’ 

On the othei hand. i1 the BJPremaiii- 
ed with the Shiv Sena, then it faced the 
delicious prospect ol a split in the Con¬ 
gress vote Pa'vai would not take any 
voles liom the BJP Sena alliance; all 
his support would come from the Con¬ 
gress V ote bank Once Ihttl happened, 
then the BJP-Sena alliance was certain 
to gain m any three-eorneicd fight 
rhereforc, Mahajan told Pawai. thank 
you veiy much bin you’ve already 
done me a favoui. 

Nobody knows if this conversation 
really took place oi even, il the story is 
true But what nobody can dispute is 
that the BJP-Sena alliance will now do 
ttu bcttei in Maharashtra than anyone 
had dared hope two months ago. Some 
peojile even predict that the split in the 
C'ongrcss vole will lead the alliance to 
win the majority of Maharashtra's par- 
liditienlary seats. 

Once that happens, the nightmare ol 
an electoral dabacle in Maharashtr-a 
will be behind Mahajan He will begin, 
once again, to seem like a substantial 
political figure, one of the BJP's state 
heavyweights. Nobody wdi call him 
‘Jaswant Singh with a smirk' again. 
And he will resume his rise up the BJP 
hierarchy. 

Who says that Sharad Paw'ar 
doesn’t help other people'? • 
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Sino-Indian relations 
turn over a new leaf 


If 


y Chinese 
name is Lui 
Yang, my 
English 


i,ewis — tlo call me Lewis," is how the 
nuion-faccd bellboy dressed in bow-tie 
and jacket introduced InmseU on enter¬ 
ing rny room in the five-star Diaoyutai 
Hotel It took me all of three days and the 
sign language at my command to make 
Lewis get me a table spoon Instead he 
brought a Chinese soup spoon. The 
l,ewises of Beijing arc leiuning English 
fast. At the same time, they’re imbibing 
even faster, the virtues of getting rich 
June is summertime in Beijing with 
temperature a mild 28 degrees centi¬ 
grade (like April in Delhi) Beijmg is 


two-and-a-halt-hours ahead of Indian 
.Standard Time, fhe airport is a sea of 
red, the colour of the shirts worn by the 
ground stall. The arrival terminal resem¬ 
bles ours at Delhi — immigration, 
customs and out. It is quick, courteous 
and efficient. No Mao jackets, only slick 
Western clothes, mainly jeans and Chi- 


J.'iswanl Singh 



nesc slit skirts and a horizon full of hoar¬ 
dings greet the newcomer. 

A new airport alongside the old is to 
be inaugurated on 1 October, 2(K)0, on 
the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China. Bcijing 
is being renovated just for its half centu¬ 
ry, in a country where an ordinary bless¬ 
ing for life IS 10,000 years. No sacred 
thought, deed or monument is younger 
than 3,(X)0 years. 

An expressway as good as any Ger¬ 
man autobahn, lined with smoke and 
gum trees and weeping willows, costs 
15 yuan (one yuan is Rs 5) for transit 
The old road parallel to the new is al.so 
available. By Western standards, Beij¬ 
ing IS not expensive. Tiaffic flow is rec 
tangular, not circular as in Delhi, with 

ForeiijR !mm£l,?i' Ttmg ,i(a)iu?,i? 
waiting in Ihe bsyer of his miriCd'-v 
httiidmg <{) sKfeiceme daswant Singl* 










plomacy 


side streets and roads cutting across the 
main avenues at frequent intervals. 

Traffic IS multiple and chaotic, like 
the Dharamtalla-Chownnghee crossing 
at Calcutta. Trams, bu.ses, bicycles, 
carts, Chinese cars, other cars resembl¬ 
ing Maruti vans and Zens ply carelessly 
jumping red lights. The cyclist and 
pedestrians arc emperors of the road. 
Beijing has the highest accident 
rate m the world. It has 
also had the highest sustained growth 
rate i ii the world of between 7 and 10 per 
cent over the last ten years, quadrupling 
Its GNP m 20 years. Only Chinese 
leaders have the temerity to declare 
publicly the desired national targets imd 
time flame (or achievement. 


A venue For Eternal Peace is Bei¬ 
jing’s main road, the histone and 
cultural lifeline along which live some 


Until foreign minister 
Jaswant Singh came 
here last month and 
untied the knot in 
Sino-Indian relations, 
Indian diplomats 
have been virtually 
quarantined 


nuclear tests last 
year and naming 
Chnias threat.,.. 


key .symbols of Chinese civilisation. Its 
modem heart and soul centres on the 
revered and (simultaneously) reviled 
Tien An Man .Square currently quaranti¬ 
ned for a lace lift 

Just a few' days ago on 4 .liine, the 
tenth anniversary of the clash between 
old guards and modciniles. another 
stand-off was averted Smart soldiers o( 
the People’s Armed f’olice (PAP), 
revamped after the confrontation at iien 
An Man ten years ago from a half " ill- 
lon to one million force to rcduLC cla¬ 
shes between the people and the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA), patrol 
the scaffolding behind which stand the 
I obelisk .and Mao's Mau.soleura. 

Tien An Man Square represents the 
struggle for harmony between the ordi- 

hittta and China laik. fhe mevU'citi 
oetween Jasws;?t .Sinijiv aria 
JiaMiau 
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Tj-,' €i!'isir, thi; f-csbitftfen 

C>’', si!/t Msc piirtrj<it 


naiy li\iiij’ and the invincible dead. 
i>P(«>Mic tins stjuaie and the pirouetting 
policeman minding the IraH'ic along 
Kicinai Peace is the currently forbidden 
j HecAcnly Ciatc to the Forbidden City 
arioriied by a massix e Mao portrait. 
Chma's royalty from the Yuan to 
I Ming dynasties lived in this Forbidden 
I city with couityards the size of Five foot- 
i ball grounds, scs'crai moats and gate 
j alter Heavenly gate of Facrnal Peace In 
(he mam tounyard barricaded from 
public inlederence, PLA and PAP 
rcciinis are being .schooled m drill, dis¬ 
cipline and rlivme thoughts The film 
1m\i Empernr, banned in China, was 
shot amidst the gaia.xy ol symmetrical 
palaces of this city. 

hach of the halt-a-do/cn palaces was 
functional from the Hall ol FVactising 
Moral Culture to the Hall foi Nuptials to 
the Gate ol (Jreat Harmony 'Fliis unique 
archileclurul mars el outside its last gale 
IS overlooked by what is called a Hang¬ 
ing Garden whcic the emperor ssould 
.s'cdiice his lavoiinte queen 



Chir®a‘s dair Commtin-sst Party 

leaders dressed ita darK s .rifud practisd>g 
a rare of Urssmger arsef Mao tiroagi'sls 
live ill rmarhy Zho^g Hi Palace 
wliicli. is oat of bouams ?or o-rdioary mortals 


China's modem day Communist Par¬ 
ly leaders dressed in dark siiit.s and practi¬ 
sing a rate blend ol Kissinger and Mao 
thoughts live in the nearby Zhong Nan 
Hi Palace which is out of bounds for ordi¬ 
nary mortals Outside the parly’s resi¬ 
dential quarters, emblazoned in gold let¬ 
ters on red walls are these eternal slo¬ 
gans. T en Thousand Ycars To The Great 
Chinese Communist Party' Ten Thou¬ 
sand Years To The Invincible Mao 
Za:'dong Thoughts i 

A less ancient and more mcxlem struc¬ 
ture IS the Great Hall ol China with a sea¬ 
ting capacity of 10,(XX) where the Natio¬ 
nal People's Congress is held. Anything 
short of lO.fXX) years will not do in 
China 

Until lorcign minister Ja.swant Singh 
came here last month and untied the knot 
in Sino-Indian relations, Indian diplo¬ 
mats have been virtually quarantined fol¬ 
lowing India's nuclear tests last year and 
naming China a threat and the reason for 


them There are few memories here of 
the bitter l%2 Himalayan Wat, at least 
not in public. The people are fnendly 
and pragmatic. Getting rich is no longer 
scorned. It is China’s modern gateway for 
Heavenly Peace. 

B eijing has a small but immaculate 
metio which was built in the late 
Fifties as a nuclear shelter against a 
Soviet nuclear attack. Even today, the 
Russian embassy is the largest foreign 
colony in Beijing. Public tran.spoit is 
clean and convenient. Taxies come in 
different colours and rates according to 
their quality. There is a glass partition 
between the driver and the passenger in 
the front scat. The driver is required, 
when asked, to give a receipt for the fare. 

Beijing food is not regarded as authen¬ 
tic Chmcvse which is to be found in 
Shanghai. Yet restaurants serve a varie¬ 
ty of Oriental food. A typical Chinese 
meal, approximately Rs 250 per person, 


will consist of soup, prawns fui 
starter.s, steamed rice, pork, chicken or 
beef and one vegetable. There is no con¬ 
cept of a sweet dish or vegetanan food. 
Ordering pudding in the hotel restaurant 
was sacrilege It sent the bevy of delicate 
waitresses in a tizzy saying 'Moment! 
Moment! Moment!’ They are all pro¬ 
grammed for a fixed course of functions 
with little scope for flexibility. Half- 
an-hour later, ice cream was produced, 
procured from Baskin Robbins. 

Peking Duck is the gourmet specia¬ 
lity. There are only three outlets in Beij¬ 
ing which serve the original recipe 
though in five-star hotels the version has 
been stylised. Although there are no 
more than 30 Indians living in Beijing 
(the bulk are in Shanghai) other than the 
embassy staff, there are a couple of 
Westernised Indian restaurants — Sha- 
miana, Taj and Tandoor. Shamiana has a 
Maharashtrian chef from Bombay,. 
There is a brightly-lit Moscow restaur¬ 
ant nearby, probably intended for the big 
Russian community in China. 

Beijing has two main English newspa¬ 
pers — People's Daily and f hina Daily. 
They are the mouthpiece of the Commu¬ 
nist Party and the government. They 
cost less than one yuan and are on die 
Internet: http://www.chinadaily.com.cn 


30 


SUNDAY 4- lOJuIy 19B9 













DIARY 



On 14 June, the day Jaswant Singh 
ai rived foi ta]k^ vvuh his Chinese coiin- 
lerpart, Tang Jiuxuan, China Daily 
reflecting the Chinese position ol' rela¬ 
tive neutrality on Kargil, on its opinion 
page piodiiecd an uncaptioned cartoon. 
Poor look-alike caricatures ol loreign 
ministers Sartaj Aziz and Singh were 
shown playing cards. Aziz is waving a 


card depicting a lank and Singh, a jet 
fighter. And both are seated on nuclear 
weapons. This was China's public 
pti.sture. 

In pnvate the Chinese Faki.stan tilt on 
Kargil came out loud and clear from an 
exchange with Chinese scholars at the 
Academy of Social Sciences. No won¬ 
der Sino-Pak relations are de.scnbed as 


’c. fht FCf.-'iii.od; ■ 
r.£t),y cers'icw’ mh-: wbis-*' r; 
ifsiats with wtri s‘,i. 

for Shu empe- 

"comprehensive and all wcathci." 

Unfortunately, the weather packed up 
the next day on the Long M.irdi to the 
Great Wall of China. Seventy f'ne km 
west ot Beijing arc the 10,fKX) ye.us old 
Badaling Hills. Badahng means the 
Great Wall. It is China’s premier tourist 
attraction, spellbinding experience even 
under a heavy drizzle and overcast sky. 
The Great Wall logo is everywheie 'I 
climbed the Great Wall of China’ is prin¬ 
ted on souvenirs and can be tattooed loo. 

The Great Wall notice reads; “The 
Great Wall is one of the greatest won¬ 
ders in the world. She is a living marvel 
and the greate.st military construction in 
the world The constnitlion began dur¬ 
ing Zhou dynasty (220-221 BC). Its 
walls were meant to protect Chinese ter¬ 
ritory. The Great Wall stretches from 
Yalu nver in the east to Jiyan Paiso Pass 
in the west, covering six thousand km, 
spanning five provinces and autonom¬ 
ous regions. The Wall is 7 meters high, 3 
meters width and has many fonres.ses 
and beacon towers. She was designated 
a major historical asset in 1801." 


7 he new tugh-t isu sk in Beipng The penthouse ir- she tradilioRa* 
pagoda canopy. Cranes on the ^kyittie are the new symba; ot tirban grswth 
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Walking up on the Great Wad oe a wet and overcast dav 


The walk along a Great Wall cnav 
leniind .some Indians of the walk to 
Vaislino Devi except this is full-fun pil¬ 
grimage breaks for aichery. camel ride, 
hor.sc ride, .souvciiii liunling and love- 
making. Despite the ram, the stone- 
cohbled pathway on the wall is clogged I 
with tourists 

The Great Wall e.Kpressway ensures 
the leiurn to Beijmg in less than 45 
minutes, There is time lor Hengda bcci 
and a quick show'ci betoic the Indian 
ambas.sador Vijay Nambiar’s banquet 
for Jaswaiit Singh and Friends ol India 
and China Instead ol Mao Tat there is 
French wine, no Peking Duck but Ttui- 
doori Chicken And it is back to Panch- 
sheel, the live principles of peaceful 
coexistence 

With China and India no longer a 
ilireat to each other Singh proposed a 
toast to ( KMKX) years) Sino-Indian rela¬ 
tions Madam Qian Zhengying. Presi¬ 
dent ol the Friendship Society, recipro¬ 
cated the goodwill. The unsung star of 
the evening however is Mi Zheng Qing- 
dian, diu'ctor of the Asian department in 
the mutism of foreign affairs. The 
youthful Zheng is an old India hand, 
speaks Hindi fluently and has kept the 
India desk since 1981. 

As a result of the latest round of talks. 
China has proposed starling a secunty 


[ dialogue and offered at last to give clari- 
I fication on the lane of Actual Control 
(LAC) Veteran China-watchers con¬ 
tend that Zheng is the key player in the 
LAC negotiations. I'o a request from an 
Indian delegate: "LACkeymamle ko kho- 
1 uim keejnr " He replied "Zaroor kha- 
him kiiren^e " 

The diplomatic enclave in Beijing is 
located between the all weather Friend¬ 
ship Store like our Collage Industries 
Emporium in Delhi, and a departmental 
store on one side and the flea market on 
the other Made In Thailand clothing 
with exotic brandnames goes for the few¬ 
est of yuitns. Although Chinese curren¬ 
cy IS fully convertible, the dollar is much 
sought after. Luckily there is no hassle 
about money change. The exchange rate 
IS uniform— 100 dollars equals 807.93 
yuan. One can buy back dollars at the 
same rate with the leftovers. 

Pakistan’s army chief, Gen Parvez 
Musharraf wa.s in Beijing la.st month for 
a ten-day visit at the invitation of defen¬ 
ce minister and vice-chairman of the 
Central Military Commission (CMC) 
Chi Hau Tin. He met Gen Fu Quan You, 
CGS, PLA who visited India before the 
nuclear tests last year. Musharraf also 
met the senior-most PLA officer and 
vice-chairman CMC (No 1) iZhang Wan 
Nian. 


Pakistan and China arc collaborating 
on joint production of a fighter jet F-7 
MG, a 21st century lank (T-88) and 
modem frigates. The most notable event 
of Musharraf s China travel is the now 
lamous tape intercepts of his telephone 
conversations from Hotel Chinaworld 
no 83.''15 with his CGS, Lt Gen Moham¬ 
mad Aziz, These are known as the China 
tapes. 

Soon after Jaswant Singh left for 
India, the Chinese were expecting Mi 
Thomas Pickering of the US Stale 
Department. The Chinese are very 
angry with the US over what they regard 
was the deliberate bombing of their 
embassy in Belgrade. They object to US 
unilateralism and hegemony. It is now 
the turn of the Amencan.s to untie the 
knot. 

Singh not only broke the Gordian 
knot but also put an end to the controver¬ 
sial Nuclear 'Tests and Threats chapters. 
India cannot fight on two fronts. Both 
India and China have, according to 
Singh, turned over a new lea! The Chi¬ 
nese have a saying: No War without Vic¬ 
tory. Singh has turned this around. For 
India it is now Victory Without 
War. • 

Mttl. Qtu Aaltok K. UMi tm/ BmiJIng 


32 


PHOTOGRAPHS MAJ.GEN ASHOKK MEHTA 


■ 1MDAY4—10 July 1999 







Subscribe to 

for 3 years at Rs. 684! 


Businessworld 


Get ‘^Business @ The 
Speed of Thought" 


FREE 


OR 

get these 

Jfree 


fe;- r 

Ga/'/.s! 



■ 

1 


JO,,, 1 

L 

mmrnr ■ 



It makes perfect business sense! 


f wish to subscribe to 

(Please tick one option only) 


lusinessM 




Ol-ition 1 


I would like to pay Rs.684 tor a 3 year subscription and get “Business @ The Speed ot Thought" 
by Bill Gates !- Sf.T ' (M.R.P. of book Rs 840/-) 


would like to pay Rs, 684 for a 3 year subscription and get “A Double Life” by Alyque Padamsee, 
“Business Maharajas" by Gita Piramal and “Dare to Dream - a Life of MS Oberoi" FREE: 

(M.R.P. of books Rs 745/-) ^ 

Enclosed cheque/DD no_dated _amount Rs,684 (please add Rs.lO/- for ; 

non-Delhi cheques) Bank_drawn in favour ot ABP Limited ‘ 

Name I I I I I I ! I I I I I i ! i 1 I I ! i . 1 I 


How would you like to be addressed 
Address (Home/Office) j | | | 

City_ 

E-mail- 


I I Mr. LJ Ms. [H] Dr. 


Other (please specify) 


_State 


Pin 


-i- 


Tel. L 


,i . 

,1 .L± 


Date of birth □□ LX] XXX 

Day Month Year 


Education LL Under-graduate LZ! Graduate LUmBA QcFA/CA/CS Other _ 

Occupation LZ Student LZ Self-employed professional LZ Businessman L I Service 
Other_ 

Which field are you In? LZ General Management LZ Sales/Mktg./Advtg LZ Admin/Personnel 
I I Finance/Accounts LZ IT/Software Systems Other_ 


bws 


Please mail this coupon along With your cheque/dratt to The Subscription Deptt. C/o Businessworld, 2nd floor, 
Herald House, 5A, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi -110 002 Te.011-3736821-28 fax 011-3737769. 


Kindly allow 4-6 weeks for processing your subscription * Offer for a limited period only. 








ShE’SA 

PRACTICAL 

GIRL 


Attention: 
cynical, 
know-it-all character 
analysts. You thought 
beauty queens were easy 
to deconstruct. You may 
be wrong. Not all of them 
are vain enough to think 
that it's natural transition 
from beauty pageants to 
acting. In a realistic move 
for a successful future 
shot at acting. Ex-Miss 
World Diana Hayden is 
imbibing precious acting 
lessons at a school tn New 
York. And. as a buffer 
arrangement — labour ol 
love?—her boyfriend 
Kiiizcn Gustaad (of the 
Bomba v B< o' \ fame) has 
taken it upon himself to 
write out a script (or her 
We’ll keep track ot your 
progress, Diana 



The 

COCKTAIL’S 

HERE, 

FOLKS 

Good ycin foi lusions. 
First was ElKaheth — 
English history, 
Australian heroine, 

Indian director. Now 
Akbar Khan, who 
directed the teleserial 
Akhu} The Great, comes 
up with his own 
cioss-contmental bill ot 


lELEBRITY PARTNERSHIPIrf, 

mm 


Who: Fiirmeshwar Godrej with Shekhar Kapur 

The bond; Godrej s production company Stiu-light 
where Kapur is a partner. The unit's maiden 
venture was an ad film for the soap. Ganga; Kapur 
directed it 

Godrej says: She nc\ er really anticipated such a 
project with Shekliar until she saw Bandit Queen. 
Till then she thought "he was some yuppie who 
gatecrashed into hei parties for some barbecued 
steak" 



Our prediction about the company: Should have a 
long run. Matters have now gone beyond steaks to 
stakes 
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I are' a film about the 
construction of the Taj 
Malial, the love story ol 
Mughal emperor Shah 
Jahan anJ his wife 
Munita/. a Hollywood 
actor for the lead role and 
— this is interesting— 


Second 

CAREER 

The pl»t: Pressures an 
individualist 
professor-cum-novelist 
faces while trying to 



What we shouldn’t hope 
to look forward to is hero 
and heroine I'unning 
around trees on verdant 
slopes. Hollywood st;us 
don’t do that. And 
certainly not a Mughal 
empress! 


balance his work with 
family life. 

The cast: Includes 
Kruttika Desai, Hiniani 
Shivpuri and Vishal 
Singh. Producers of Talat 
Aziz’s serial D/7 Apna 
Preet Parai (he plays the 
prof.jsay the storyline is 
unique enough to keep 
viewers glued to their sets 
‘forever’. Difficult to 
gulpthatdown. But Aziz 
— better known as a 
gha:al si nger—whose 
first and only film Dhun 
hasn’t yet seen the light of 
day. must be a tense man 
praying that the serial is 
telecast someday. Amen. 




Its natural 


RUPiWDEHSHAHMA 


In sales verbal wit counts. You may be 
S knocking on every door on your beat 
trying to sell your stuff, but the guy w ho talks fast and 
answers fa.ster counts the nickels earlier. Aftei 
marketing pundits termed Swedish cosmetic and 
skin-care company Oriflamc’s new range of products a 
‘love a" fair’, the company’s CEO Eajindei Bawa 
quipped: the love affaii with India continues ".So. when 
is the marriage?" asked those who w ere present at the 
launch function in the capital. "Soon." replied Bawa, 
"but before that we must have an engagement." 

If that was quick, Baw a slipped in a quicker one later. 
Claiming that Oriflame uses only natural products to 
suit the climate, he said, "We have not had to change 
any of the formulae to suit India." The function ended 
with a fashion show displaying the new products. 
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Baron humbly contributes Rs. 100 on every 
Aiwa hi-fi music system and CTV sold towards 
the families of our departed patriots. 
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Director John Mathew Mathan 


T imes of condicl drive the two 
trends which fuel movies — 
romance .ind realism — to 
extremes You can get the 
giddy lyricism of a musical 
where a soldier's principal avocation is 
to sing lustily, or the flint-edged harsh¬ 
ness ot a drama where the man in uni¬ 
form tries stuffing back his comrades' 
spilled intestines in a futile attempt to 
save his life. 

The lingering unease with these two 
polarised points-of-view was articulat¬ 
ed by film historian Eric Rhode when he 
wrote in his definitive history of the cine¬ 
ma "Realism came to mean the inconve¬ 
nient subject, the awkward fact, the dis¬ 
comforts of restriction; while romance 
came to mean the engulfing release of 
desire." Neither gives you the full 
picture 

Movies get it wrong. They have to, 
because of their prime compulsion; to 
get enough people into the theatre to 
recover the money put in, and perhaps 
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.ounter 


make a profit And there’s no way that 
the rigours of a soldier’s life, or death, in 
a real-life situation, can get translated on 
to the screen attractively enough to keep 
them coming. What we’ve been seeing 
of the battle in Kargil, filtered through 
television and print, is both disturbing, 
and sad. The convoy of trucks, carrying 
their human load, becomes an imperso¬ 
nal addition, another component of the 
arsenal that two warring nations bring to 
bear against each other; the men within, 
huddled in their olive green parkas, 
going off to face the public enemy and 
private demons, just so many ciphers. 

On the pnnic-time news bulletins, the 
jawans arc faceless and the olficcis 
speak only when they have to: those talk¬ 


P opului movies piiivcviiig painotism 
make the viewing experience palata¬ 
ble Quibble, if you will, (and you xyill), 
on the manner in which they do it .Scie- 
en soldiers aie in the main, hugely bon- 
homoiis Or they are irritatingly blutl. 
They negotiate i.o im s by bieaking into 
songs. They sit around campliics, flash- | 
mg back lo the sweetheart in the xillagc 
in lurid lechnieoloiir And in battle, they 
either deliver thcmscKe'- -il fiery spee¬ 
ches as they fire into enemy iicnehes. oi 
die in a maudlin heap in ihe amis of a 
comrade. 

You can see a Honlt t. shed a tear or 
the dying joucin cheer foi the iiiaioi 
who socks It to his opposite nunibei in 
the Pakistan army, .ind go hmi'c. teeiing 


In the waterfall sequence Aamir Khan is show^ 
debating a minor point: should he lock himself in 
a passionate embrace or should he stand aloof as 
Sonali Bendre frolics invitingly 



ing on their behalf do it far away from 
the area of conflict, fioin plush offices in 
capital cities, where the media trolls, trai¬ 
ling microphone wires. What conics to 
us are the stark images of the tortuous 
mountain ten am, where the spectacular 
ice-floe is a death-trap, and not a flufty 
fashion accessory that the lead players 
roll about m, clad only m flimsy chif¬ 
fons. What comes to us arc also, tragical¬ 
ly. biKlybags of those brave young men 
who lay down their li ves for the country, 
and the anguish of those that they leave 
behind 

This IS where television gets it right. 
Or lit least it has the capacity to do so. 
T'V IS real in a way film can never be. It 
makes war accessible, and turns it into a 
i participatory exercise: as a nation, we 
need to see what the man in front of the 
firing line feels, what he thinks, indeed, 
Aihat he looks like. The best broadcasts 
L from the frontline provides us a way of 
1 doing this: they provide us a way of 
seeing. 


wonhy You can’t do that with TV, even j 
with the sanitised images wc aic being , 
allowed Irora the peaks of Diass, 
Batalik, and when the young men come j 
b.'iek in coifins you can reach out and i 
touch the anguish and the grief oi ihusc j 
that have been left behind j 

II the movies get veal, as in loal-lilc. , 
no one will want to see them The coloui 
of spilled blood !'> tine up there, out 
there, because we know it s high-giade 
paint. If there arc moic syncopated cho¬ 
ruses than synchronised groans, it’s 
dandy, because too much gnmness can 
get m the way ol enjoyment 11 the hero 
suddenly comes iiixm a waterfall, wiih a 
bevy of beauties disporting themselves 
on eovcnicnt rocky outposts, that’s fine 
loo: waterlulls exist, don i they ■ 

So when old. dessieated patriot 
Mano) Kumar re-launches his son m 
Jdi-Hind. wc arc completely unsurpiis- 
ed to see him (the son) engaged in every 
other pursuit but that of a soldier on 
duty He comes upon, yes. a trolhy body 





of w.dci. where he, yes pumps hips with 
his Ifiiding lady 

ll I s a mailer of some amiiscmeni that 
a waterfall plays an important part in 
Saii,uo\h. a iceenl film which shows us 
III 'Oinc clear-eyed detail, foi the first 
tiiMc, ihe specincs of the proxy-war that 
Pakistan has been waging for a long 
lime Wallowing in the watci allows 
Aamir Khan time to romance Sonali 
Beiidrc while debating a ininoi ptiinl 
should he appeal coloui-codcd w'llh 
leading lady Sonali fiendre in pass’ona- 
te embrace, or should he stand alool as 
she Irolies invitingly. He does both - — 
lions Ihe exact shade of scarlet as hci 
splayed to-lhe-skin sheath, am! tretiis 
hci first with gentle disdain and then 
restrained ardour 

Hi'wcvei, Aamir Khan's latest 
release, directed by John Mathew 
Mathan, goes well beyond the soil of 
plot-line which uses soaked- 
and-hcaving bosoms to gel by It talks o! 
a contemporary India, laid under siege 
bv covert and overt activity by a hostile 


Pakistan It has a hero who works with 


single-minded ierocity to smash an 


enemy network And whose ability to 


cavort with .scanlily-clad ladies doesn’t 


detract Iroin his ability to draw a bead on 


the enemy, and shoot straight and true 


A Sarfurash in the lime of Kargil is 


more than aco-incidence ii is a filiii wai 


ling to happen. Wc ve had lilms on wai 


and 'drshhhcikn' lor a long lime and spe 


cifically on the continuous ailritioii bet 


ween India and Pakistan, which Mares 


up into ‘wai-like situation, much like 
the pre.sent. But Surfarnsh goes much 


fiiiihcr. It not only eschews such cant as 


neighbouring country' and the oinmsci 


cut ‘foreign hand’ ('vulcshi laakat'), it 
squarely names Pakistan and the ISl as 
the culprits behind the unrest on the 
border 

Upright cop Aiay Singh Rathod, play¬ 
ed superbly by Aamir, is a man who 
loves his count! y. and places it above fili¬ 
al lies His hi other IS killed and his father 
permanently crippled, in a (reak cncoun- 
tei with leiTonsis, but when his mother 
tries lo slop limi from going off on a 
dangeious raid, he shrugs her ofl, saying 
he has to go Ills angry exchange with a 
Muslim colleague liirns into a lecture on 
How To Be a Palrioiic Indian. 'Ych clvsh 
nicia nhai hiii'. he ihiinders. and wlio- 
cvci ihrcalcns his ‘g/iiu'fhomc) will 
come lo griel 

Thejc are long sequences in which 
sophislicatcd arms are ferried Itom 
acros.-- the holder at an identifiable 
checkpoini (the name of the Rajasthan 
town IS on iiie map) in collusion with 
Pakistani atmy officials, venal Indian 
mcrehants and 'Mujahiddins' masque¬ 


Saiiarimbh morere^ 
than the Mani Ratnaih 
trBogy on the theme of 
love in the time of 
terrorism. Ratnam 


lading as g/mjaZ-singers: these are not 
comic-book caricatures with such 
names as Moganibo and Dang, filled 
with mock menace. These are people 
who go by the name of Mirchi Seth and 
Gulfam Hassan (a cross between Ohu- 
1am All and Mchdi Hassan?) and appear 
credible. 

There was a resonance across the 
wires when Pakistan’s claims that the 
iid'iltratois in Kargil were Mujahiddins 
and had nothing lo do with its army regu-, 
lars, turned out to be false In the film, 
Ihe (‘hdzdl maestro who is the irrime 
mover behind the arms dealing has links 
with the ISl bul if Saifarosh happily 
bleaches the sacrosanct line where the 
movies stayed strictly away from iiamc- 
calhng, It tries doing a politically correct 
bakuicing act by having good Muslims 
and bad Hindus, and sprinkling the trai- 
tois and die patriois among both 

C orning at the juncture that it has, 
Sailidush comes as close ,i > it dares 
lo that elusive quahly, realism, il talks 


about realpolitik, and reflects the sitiia 


tion on the ground albeit in Ihe idiom ol 


the 'masdlu' movie. In that .sense it is 


'm(>re real’ than the Mam Ratnam trih 


gy on love-in-lhe-lime-ol-leirorism m 


Ro)a-fifimhd\ f)il Sr. especially lhai 


the fust which is located in Kashmir and 


strongly implicates Pakistan in the arm 


mg and training of local mdilanls Mam 




Ratnam is a mastci storyteller, and lavi¬ 
shes enormous style on his movies; he 
also slathers them with a layer of roman¬ 
ticism so thick that the real keeps 
receding. 

The difference is apparent if you com¬ 
pare sequences from the films Arvind 
Swamy in Roja flings himsei: on his 
country’s burning flag to douse the fla¬ 
mes; it is a visually dramatic scene, and 
the sort of memorable nourish that Mani 
Ratnam executes so well. Aaniii Khan 
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til SarfaiDsh, ifcuperatinji in hospilal 
alter a miitdcroiis ailtick, lliiigs hiniNclt 
on to a (traitor), and is dragged 

down a corridor all the way to the entran 
cc where the man escapes Dieary stull, 
a dim lit stairwell down which the hero 
lalls, letting the bad guy go. to bool, 
against the bright names, the Hag and 
Swainy s agonised lace, and the proud 
swell ol music as national hoiioui is 
saved In Siirlaro.sh. the glossed-up, gla¬ 
morous bits aic distinct sct-picces, put in 
(oi strictly crowd-gathering puiposes, 
but the film IS always in a hurry to get 
back to the business at hand— to idcnti- ] 
fy the deshbhakis and pitch them into bat¬ 
tle and cornet and os'erpower the enemy. 

It IS the way in which the movie keeps 
returning to the heart of the story which 
makes It score, getting moie right than 
wrong 

S oft-focus, pop patriotism has turned 
out to be a great seller in the 90s. and 
there are several directors who’ve made 
a comfortable living making movies 
which tell us how much they love their 
India: .Subhash Ghat plants himself on a 
boat amongst his cast in his huge hit 
Pardes and sings the line as lustily as 
Amrish Pun and Mahinia Chaudhary. 
He also gels his virginal leading lady 
who goes by the name of Ganga to slap 
an over-enthusiastic fiance, when he 
tries to kiss her. Indian girls don’t, 
before marriage, she declares, and walks 
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out on the cad. who is Indian, who lives 
in Amenca. and who, just like all Amen- 
ciuis, bed-hops Vety‘ra/i ridi', very lau 
dable, but a trine incsaet, because there 
are statistics to prove that Indian giils 
do, before maniagc, and statistics don’t 
he. Movies do, especially Hindi movies 
which deal with moie masses than any 
othei, even those lh.it come out of Holly¬ 
wood Because they, to rephrase Alfred 
Hiichcock a little, ‘.suffer Irum their own 
power of aitpeahng to millions They 
couki often be subtlci (or truer, empha¬ 
sis mine), but their own popularity 
won’t let them ’ 

Take, for example, the movies of 
Yash Chopra which e-ntol the virtues of 
Indian culture and tradition; the patrio¬ 
tism in a Ddv,'iiU Dulhaniyo Le Jayenge 
isn’t as strident as, say, in Border, but 
the stiong fbivoiir of Men jaan Hiii- 
dustiin tnerti Bhumt mcihatin, which per¬ 
meated through the former had the turn¬ 
stiles ticking madly When Chopra hit 
upon the device ol Shah Rukh Khan refu¬ 
sing to elope with Kajol, prelcmng to 
wait for parental consent, he unwittingly 
articulated the pent-up sentiments in a 
whole generation which is proud of their 
children’s ability to .speak convenl- 
English but highly discomfited by their 
desire to choose lovers or/and spouses. 
You could start wondenng at the intensi¬ 
ty of the professed passion between the 
two: arc these lovers oi wimps? But 
Chopra doesn’t give you much oi a chan¬ 


ce to do so, by getting the extended joint 
family to give their blessings to the pair, 
he neatly sidesteps the rigid ire of the 
girl’s father, allowing the ddwtdo to 
take his dulhamva away Small wonder 
that the movie turned out to be the bigg¬ 
est grosser of the year, not only in India 
but also in the overseas market, who.se 
NRl population adopted with great ler- 
vour Chopra's rc woiking of Raj 
Kapoor’s famous credo of the japcini 
jootci (actually, with the advent ol Nike 
and Reebok, more American than Japa¬ 
nese) and the Hindushiid dil. 

Moviemakers arc constantly battling 
with the classic dilemma should they 
get real and chase the mass audience 
away, or should they give them flavour 
ed bubblegum for the mind'’ Back in 
IQ.'iO, Raymond Chandler wrote. "The 
motion picture admittedly is laced with 
too large a mass; it must please loo many 
people and offend too few. the second of 
the,sc restrictions being infinitely more 
damaging to it amsiically than the first." 
Fifty years on the dilemma has only 
intensified, if only lor the reason that the 
numbers have multiplied by several mil¬ 
lions. The modest box-officc success of 
a Sarfarosh could be a trend-setter; it 
breaks the stranglehold artifice has on 
the consiruelion of popular movies with 
its appropnalion of the real. It leaves 
you with a sense of freshness, and 
hope. • 

Shubhrm Ouptm/Nmw Delhi 
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f Sushmita 
Sen has been 

jjlHB wowing vic- 

wers m Sitj 

Turn and Biwi 

’^F’ No. 1 then can 
Aishwarya Rai be far 

behind'^ Not a chance. The 
beautiful Ash has shown her 
true colours in Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s Hum Dil De 
Chuke Stmam — and very 
pretty colours they are too. 

Not only dtres Ms Rai 


look drop-dead gorgeous — 
but then, that’s never been a 
problem for her — she also 
dances like a dream, holding 
her own against Salman 
Khan quite easily. But the¬ 
re’s a special bonus on offer 
here: Aishwarya Rai actual¬ 
ly acts—and acts well. 

So, now that both these 
former beauty queens have 
proved their point, can we 
expect the battle between 
them to hot up once again? 


ndo-British 
collaborations 
don’t always 
work. Ask 
Suchitra 
Krishnamurth- 
y aka Mrs Shekhar Kapur. 
Encouraged, perhaps, by the 
success of her husband’s col¬ 
laborative venture, Eliza¬ 
beth, Suchitra took up 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
offer to write a tune for her 
new album. 

Thus, the title track of Zin- 
dagi was scored by Lloyd 
Webber, who has such 
earlier hits as the musicals 
Cats and Phantom of the 
Opera to his credit. But 
unfortunately for Suchitra, 
the Lloyd Webber touch did¬ 
n’t quite work in the Indian 
context. And Zindagi, with 
Its sweet, .soulful tune, didn’t 
do half as well as Daler Meh- 
ndi’s robust hhangra num¬ 
bers or even Alisha Chinai’s 
catchy V/ah Wah 

May be the video, which 
stars ,Shekliar Kapur, will do 
better. But nobody’s betting 
on It. 


♦ s there any 
truth to the 
rumour that 
Tara Desh- 
pandc and 
Naseeruddin 

Shah shared more than an on¬ 
screen kiss during the mak¬ 
ing of Bombay Boy.s ! Both 
Tara and Naseer are very 
tight-lipped about their rela¬ 
tionship, though It is no 
secret that they get along 
famously. Bui there are 


tho.se who insist that Naseer 
is very, very taken with his 
vivacious co-star. 

But then, Shah has always 
gone in for that type, as those 
who know his wife, Ratna, 
will readily attest to. So, per¬ 
haps, this is one story we 
should not dismiss out of 
hand. 


inke Khanna 
couldn’t have 
Z'^^^had a debut 
more differ- 
‘5it from her 
elder si.ster, 
Twinkle, if .she had tried. 
While Twinkle was launch¬ 
ed in a big-budget produc¬ 
tion, Barsaat. Rinke’s Pyar 
Mein Kabiu Kahh is a less 






ambitious project. While 
Twinkle was launched again¬ 
st Bobby Deol, a star son, 
Rinke has unknowns like 
Dino Morea — or Siddhant, 
to give him his screen name 
— starring opposite her. 

There’s one advantage to 
this, though. While Twinkle 
had no option but to play 
second fiddle to Bobby, giv¬ 
en that Barsaat was a Deol 
home production; Rinke is 
unquestionably the focus of 
Pyar Mein Kabh’ Kabhi, 
with the two heroes bringing 
up the rear. 

But does this mean that 
Rinke will have better luck 
at the box-office than didi 
did? Watch this space, • 
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_ INPER MALHOTRA 

Angry hills 


A diplomatic end to the war-like situation in Kar<^il is unlikely 


So the idea ol ‘.sale passage' lot the Pakista¬ 
ni invadeis of Kaigil, first voiced b> Geoi- 
ge Fernandes, off his own hat and without 
any piovocation, was not a figment of the 
imagination of idlers and busy bodies only. 
Pakistanis obviously had it in then minds 
but only as a fall-back position after all else 
was lost. The trouble with the foot- 
m-the-niouth (Jeorge, howevei. was that he spoke not only 
too soon but also out of turn 

Rather than leave it to the Pakistanis to ask lor an 'exit com 
dor’, the bumbling detcnce mtnislci shot the bolt and deliver¬ 
ed what might have been a useful idea, a shattering blow The 
ci>i4i> Jr grm <• to this concept has now been executed by the 
pcniianent Pakistani Lstablishmcnt. Any hope ol a diploma¬ 
tic end to the Pakistani misadventure in an area of the highe.st 
stiategic mipoitdiice to India has tbcicfoie to be bidden 
goodbye. 

Hven befoie Fernandes spoke about a 'sate passage', he 
had needlessly complicated tilings by declaring both Nawa/ 
Sharif and even the ISl innocent of the Kargil outrage, and put 
all tlie blame on the Pakistani Anny. Stiangely, he has persist¬ 
ed 111 this assertion — backed emphatically by the Samata Par¬ 
ty general seetelary, .laya Jaitly — despite authoritative 
reports from Pakistan that Nawaz, as Prime Minister, had giv¬ 
en his 'broad approval' to the dastardly operation tn Kargil If 
he allowed the Army to get away with giving him only 
sketchy details of their diabolical plan, he needs to be indicted 
foi incompetence, not given a peace prize. 

In any case, alter the enormity of the Pakistani peifidy and 
the gravity ol the Kargil outrage had become manifest even to 
the meanest intelligence, wbal did Mian Nawaz Sharif do ’ He 
stood last w ith General Javed Musharraf and the whole lot ol 
rabid extremists He competed with them in wild anti-India 
rhetoric He panoted the nonsense that the "freedom fighters 
occupying strategic heights in the Dras-Kargil-Batalik sec¬ 
tor" were not under Pakistan's control, while the wide world 
could sec that soldiers of Pakistani Northern Light Infantry 
constituted the backbone of the invading outfit And on a visit 
to the troops on the LoC, in the company of the Anny Chief, 
he declared, amidst loud applause. "Kii.sluiin hour f;a 
Pakistan." 

If, in spite ol all this, Nawaz did spare a thought foi starting 
secret talks with New Delhi, even behind the smokescreen of 
his overblown rhetoric, the reason for this is not far to seek. It 
was the unexficctedly tough American opposition to the 
Pakistani misadventure The mentor of Pakistan tor nearly 
halfacentury was finally fed up with Its protege’s irresponsibi¬ 
lity and wvirse It began to insist that Pakistani violation of the 
LoC must first be terminated; other things, including the revi¬ 
val ol the Lahore process, could come only later. The mission 
headed by General Zinni was blunt m delivering the message 
Reports from Washington began to suggest that the US might 
do the hitherto unthinkable — dissuade the IMF' from doling 
out to the nearly bankrupt Pakistan the next tranche of the 



package tied up last ycat to ‘b.iil out' the countiy m danger ol 
becoming a'failcif si;iic 

Nawaz .Shaiif's pielcrcncc. Irom all aCiounts. was to per¬ 
suade Ameitca to biokei a deal with India on ‘sale passage' 
first and then on Kashniii. The I'S knew that even a mediatory 
attempt eonimed to the Imiiicd issue ol ending tils' Kaigil con¬ 
flict wc'uld invite let sc Indian ivivction 

It was m this context that .N.ivv az bad to fall b,ick on the scr- 



Nawaz Sharif stood fast with a whole 
lot of rabid extremists and indulged 
in wild anti-India rhetoric 

vices ol the lormcr Pakistani foreign sccietary Niaz Naik. 
who IS a highly accomplished and much-'-espccleil diplomat 
Nawaz sent Niaz to Delhi on a supei-secict mission tii negolia- 
ti, a dc-al on safe passage But the poweilnl eiciiicnls in the 
Pakistani powci structure wreckcil the exercise even tiefore 
Niaz Naik's special aiiciatt could takeoff tiomChaklala, sim¬ 
ply by leaking the new s 

The rug was thus pulled from under .Slianf's feet )usi when 
he was landing in Beipng to gel a led caqrel treatment The 
unrepentant jehadisis in Islam.ibad are doubly happy They 
have shown Nawaz his place, and he might yet lr\ to get .some 
comlort form the Chinese They also hope that the OiC, meet 
ing in the unpronounceable e.apital ol Burkina Faso, will also 
give them some backing None ol this need delicct the Indian 
armed loiccs from doing then |obol eiihei driv mg out or deci¬ 
mating the nivadci s of Kargil • 
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Bailed Out 


Sonia Gandhi helps 
the Bansi Lai 
government survive 


W hen Haryana chief 
minister Bansi Lai 
floated the Haryana 
Vikas Party (HVP) 
and got a girl-boy 
image as the election symbol of his par¬ 
ty, everyone said how appropriate it 
was. Here was a chief minister who was 
promoting a small family size through 
the election symbol of his party. But last 
monith. as Bansi Lai seemed set to bow 
out of the chief ministership of Haryana, 
jubilant opponents — and there were 
many — said with satisfaction that, at 
last, the rule of the girl and boy in Harya¬ 
na was over. The reference was to the 
son and daughter of Bansi Lai, who were 
said to be ruling over a corrupt, ineffici¬ 
ent and decaying HVP regime, 

Bansi Lai's government went into a 
minority in the 90-member Haryana 
As.sembly after its erstwhile electoral 
partner, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), withdrew .support to his govern¬ 
ment. With 3.‘5 members in the Assem¬ 
bly, the HVP needed the support of at 
least 11 more to reach the halfway mark. 

It had two choices: it could either 
have resigned from government and 
ordered fresh elections; or sought the 
help of the Congress m propping it up. 
The Congress had 12 MLAs in the 
House. The HVP had the additional sup¬ 
port of eight Independents. 

The Congress obliged, despite strong 
resistance from .some quarters, notably 
from Bhajan Lai, who has ambitions of 
being chief minister of Haryana himself. 
Inthe vote of .confidence last month, the 
party issued a whip asking its MLAs to 
support The question now is: when will 
Bansi Lai be toppled by the Congress to 
instal its own candidate as chief mini- 
.ster. And, if the party can't do that, when 
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will the state be put under President’s 
Rule. 

H ow did things go so drastically 
wrong with Bansi Lai? When the 
HVP came to power 37 months ago, 
there was a general impression that 
Maryana’s fortunes would begin to turn. 
A respected, even revered leader with a 
reputation of being an administrator 
who ruled with an iron hand, Bansi Lai 
was seen as a leader who was strict but 
one 111 who.se regime it was always possi¬ 
ble to get justice. Administrators in 
Haryana lemembeted him as the strong¬ 
man ol the Indian Emeigencv of 1975 
and, in many ways, the buildei of 
modern Haryana with its tourist and 
basic infrastiucturc. 

Ill short, expectations were high when 
he took over But lialfway through his 
regime, public opinion plummeted Tlie 
BJP IS now wondering why it didn’t jetti¬ 
son Bansi Lai earlier, lor it has been tain¬ 
ted by association 

Much of Bansi Lai's troubles have 

Much of Bansi Lai’s 
troubles have been 
created by himself. 
Drunk with power, 
heady with arrogance, 
he let his politician 
son and civil servant 
daughter have a free 
run of the state 


been created by htmscll Drunk with 
powei, heatiy with arrogance, he let his 
politician son and civil servant daughter 
have a free nm of the state. Officials say 
that no transfer or posting was ever done 
without Bansi Lai’s daughter (an IAS 
officer and a promotee from the stale 
civil service) having a say in it. And 
every inajoi excuse-collection drive — 
one of the most important sources of 
revenue for the slate government — was 
done in consultation with the chief mini 
sicr's son. 

This IS not to say that the sons of other 
state politicians — like Bhajan Lai and 
S.S. .Surjewala — are insignificant in 
stale politics. It was largely at the insist- 



Sonla Gandhi’s direct intervention saved Bansi Lai’s iob 


cnce of Kuldeep and Chamler Mohan 
Bishonoi Bhajan Lai's two sous that 
the Congress look so long to b.nl Bansi 
Lai out. .Shamsher Singh Surjew ala. ano¬ 
ther Congress p<)liticiaii, also held out 
fearing his son's chances would be spik¬ 
ed if Bansi Lai stayed in power. 

But that’s another .story It was large¬ 
ly because ol corruption, maladinimstra 
tion and inefficiency that Bansi Lai's 
government came close to falling Anti a 
little bit of politics on the pan of the B.IP 

W hen the BJP and the HVP joined 
up to fight the elections together, 
it was a tactical alliance on the basis ol 
the belief that if the Jats, the />«///vov and 
the Scheduled Castes got togethei. they 
could be an unbeatable combination 
This was proved right. With the lals 
voting for the HVP and the other smallei 
ca.stes voting for the BJP, the HVP-BJP 
alliance was firmly m place, rhe BJP 
decided to participate m the govcrnmcni. 

This turned out to be a big mistake 
Take the prohibition issue When the 
HVP decided to impose prohibition, it 
was lauded as a great pro-women deci¬ 
sion. Fine, except that truck after truck 


laden with liquor was allowed lo er.icr 
Haryana so long as it had a 'note' ol Sur- 
indci Singh, Bansi Lai's son 

So. while the govtrninent losi huge 
amounts ol revenue by the loss of excise 
duties levied on commercial sale of 
liquDr. money was being made by others 
with imiHiiiiiy because I'f the 'speciur 
permission This is otic- reason why no 
liquor iiagcdy exer took place m Harya¬ 
na Because liquor was axailabic. any 
amount ol it, so long ax you paid the 
right pel sons oil 

Again, when those beer and liquoi fac- 
toiies wciealh'wed to rcopi'n' after pro¬ 
hibition was Idled, a 'lilting fee' was 
levied which did not go to the state cof- 
lers eilhei 

No one w'ould have bothered about 
this, given the Indian apathy to comip- 
tiori, hail Bansi L<d earned out his other 
promises Bui ho failed lo do so. 
Although one of his major election iiro- 
misex w'ax U) piovide irrigation and 
power ?4 liourx ,i day. ax Congress 
leaders poinled out, iheie was no electri¬ 
city even tour houis in a day in Haryana. 
For iriigatior’, sismcwhcre in the middle 
ol his legime. Bansi Lai tried to do a deal 
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Congress Options In Haiyana 

^■rtrf»cM•^«l^rtrt•RButwho?^tleteM«thIwcoote^^ — 
BhiipiiMkir Sioi^ Hooda, Biretvder Sing^ and Kartari Devi. Hooda 
is hated Bhajan Lai ai^ Kjmari Devi is not enough as a 
heavyweight, so it couldbe Birender Singh. 

Pl wo l w s t iw giM ( W li|y j wdiit l>r » rt k l^^ Rute Imioaed; A definite 
option but is this why the Congress went to such lengths to suppeat 
an unpopular reginwTHoweyer, it may have no other optiwi -r- 
because Bhajan Ld will declare rebellion. 

Ut Bwi i l lal B e wtlm ia ; Maybe few anodier two years—the 
calculation b^g that in the wxt election, MPs supporting the 
Congress in the Lok Sabha Woiild be useful. But who says Bansi Lai 
will win any MPs? 


with the World Bank for irrigation sche¬ 
mes. But this ran into rough weather 
because the World Bank conveyed to 
the Haryana government that it would 
have to increase ttmff and lower subsidy 
if it wanted any money from the W'orld 
Bank either for irrigation or power 

But the mam problem of Bansi Lai 
was the antipathy to him from the admi¬ 
nistration. Time and again, he has let the 
people oi Haryana know that he had no 
sympathy for the bureaucracy which he 
considered the biggest thorn in the way 
of development Politicians in various 
states use this kind of rhetoric to win 
popularity In Bansi Lai ’ s case, he actual¬ 
ly began to beliese thus As a result, 
bureaucrats began to lose respect for 
him There was no impetus from admi¬ 
nistrators to sec various schemes 
through. Bansi Lai’s volatile temper, his 
intemperate language and his children s 
continuous interference in the admi¬ 
nistration began to demoralise 
bureaucrats. Raids on businessmen add¬ 
ed to the atmosphere of insecurity. 

Things reached such a pass that not 
just bureaucrats but even ministers 
began to come under constant watch of 
the slate CID. Although two or three 
ministers in the government from the 
BJP. notably Ram Bilas Sharma and a 
few others, said that the BJP should con¬ 
tinue supporting the HVP. by and large 
the party felt that whatever electoral 
chances the party had would go down 
the tubes if it didn’t give the HVP a jolt. 

In the la.st elections, when Om Pra- 


kash Chaulala, with four MPs, offered 
unconditional support to the BJP at the 
Centre, the BJP accepted this gratefully, 
sei/,mg upon this opportunity to change 
partners Aflei some ups and downs 
(Chautala withdrew support to the BJP 
allegedly because of die increase in 
price of ureal he was persuaded to sup¬ 
port the BJP dunng the vote of 
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Bhajan Lai was oppoMd to ttw 
Coivress suppoftinK Banal Lai 


confidence. 

At that time itself, the BJP had decid¬ 
ed to withdraw support to Bansi Lai. 
However, it took some time for the party 
to announce its decision. The Congress 
was just waiting in the wings to bail 
Bansi Lai out. it did so after some 
deliberation. 

H ow the Congress was won over is 
another story. While Bhajan Lai 
and S.S. Suijewala were totally opposed ’ 
to this move and predicted that this 
would cost the Congress in the next elec¬ 
tion, given Bansi Lai’s unpopularity. 
Birender Singh and B.S. Hooda felt that 
this move would kill two birds with one 
stone; help tliem come into power and 
finish the base of Bhajan Lai and Co. 
within the party. 

It was Sonia Gandhi’s direct interven¬ 
tion which saved Bansi Lai’s job. This 
was clear from the chief minister's body 
language while the debate on confiden¬ 
ce in his government was going on. 
When the debate started, Bansi Lai (who 
had begged permission from the Spea¬ 
ker to stay seated and speak because 
he’d been badly ill the whole of the previ¬ 
ous week) was sitting slumped in his 
chair 

Midway through the debate, envelo-' 
jies were circulated among the Congress 
MLAs—containing the party whip issu¬ 
ed by the chief whip on instructions 
from Delhi. Suddenly, Bansi Lai and all 
his ministers perked up and began to 
look energetic In his speech, Bansi Lai 
roundly lambasted Alai Behari Vaj¬ 
payee ("I’m going to expose everything 
1 know about this man. .") and paid rich 
tributes to Sonia Gandhi ("I’m deeply 
grateful to Sonia Gandhi for helping us 
and I promi.se she will not be sorry. Eve¬ 
rything in the state will be run according 
to her directions..."). The state CID chief 
confessed as much to a colleague; "Ab to 
bhai jo Soniaji chahengi, wahi hoga 
(From now on, what Soruaji desires wii! 
be done)." 

It is hard to assess how things will 
develop now. Possibly, Bansi Lai will 
be replaced by a Congress chief mini¬ 
ster, something he is said to be agreeable 
to. But this much is clear; that by jettison¬ 
ing Bansi Lai, the BJP has saved face. 
Originally, it might have got no seats in 
Haryana. Now it will get at le-cst two on 
its own—one, the Ambala seat, held by 
former Governor Suraj Bhan, is a 
certainty. • 
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POWER PLAY 

■■■■■■■■■■■I 


RAJIV SHUKLA 



Selectors’ dilemma 


Will removing Azharuddin solve the problems of Indian cricket? 


Cricket bosses 
have almost made 
up their minds to 
make changes not 
only in the Indian 
team, hut also at 
the management 
level. Most ol the 
officials of the 
Board of Control 
for Cricket in India arc disapptiinled 
with the performance of some players 
while the team members and the coach 
contend that barring one riiatch against 
Zmibabwc. performance has not been 
bad and it is because of faulty rules that 
India made an early exit Irom the World 
Cup 

It seems certain that skipper Moham¬ 
mad A/liaruddin will be held lespoiisi- 
ble foi the debacle One should not be 
surprised il he is diopjied from the team 
betoie tile trianpiilai scries between 
India. Australia and .Sri Lanka at Colom¬ 
bo in August Immediately altei that, 
India will go to Singapore and Kenya for 
one day tournaments The Sahaia Cup is 
scheduled to take place tiom 14 
September 

There is tremendous pressuic on the 
selectors and BCCl officials to replace 
Azharuddin. Even in London, BCCI 
officials and team managcis have been 
receiving phone calls from cricket fans 
that Azharuddin should be removed 
immediately However, the manager 
and officials ieel that he did nothing 
wioiig a.s captain, but as a batsman he is 
turning out to be a spent force at 36. As 
selectors ponder over the fourth bat- 
I sinan, few of our cricket bosses want 
Azharuddin to be removed. 

Unfortunately, nobody is willing to 
become captain as long as Azhar is there 
in the team. Even before the World Cup, 
Sachin Tendulkar had been offered to 
lead the team, but he politely declined 
the offer citing the same reason. He 
finds Azharuddin too senior to listen to 
him. Ajay Jadeja is also not willing to 
captain a team which has Azhai' as a 
member. 

In this situation, selectors have got 
only two options. Either retain Azhaixid- 

8UN0AY4.10 July 1999 


dm in spite of all criticisms or drop him 
and select a captain from amongst Ten¬ 
dulkar, Jadeja .and Anil Kumble. 

Another view that has caught the boar- 
d’s imagination as well as cricket lovers 
IS that the team has a long tail. Af ter Jade- 
j:i there is no reliable batsman, while on 
the other hand Pakistan has got nine 
gfwd batsmen. 

The performance of wicketkeeper 
Nayan Mongia is under scrutiny, too 


Not only did he not do well in the World 
Cup as a wicketkeeper, but also as an all- 
rounder. while Mom Khan turned out to 
be an outstanding batsman. The names 
of M.S.K Pia.saci and Vijay Dahiya are 
doing the rounds for Mongia's slot as 
also a sugge.stion to groom Rahul Dra- 
vid as wicketkeeper. 

The Indian team requires at least 
seven good batsmen where it has only 
four—Sachin Rahul, Sourav and Azha¬ 
ruddin, Among the all-rounders, only 
Robin Singh is doing well. 

Board officials are basically upset 
about two matches. One against Zimbab¬ 
we and the other against Australia. Even 


team members confess that they played 
badly ag.ainst Zimbabwe. We not only 
gave 51 runs as extras but also lost three 
wickets cheaply and could not make 
three runs Accoiding to coach An.shu- 
nian Gaekwad. "Memories of the Zim¬ 
babwe maich will keep haunting us 
throughout our life." 

.Selectors are also woiried over the 
weaknesses of oui bowlers. None of our 
pace bowlers could do much in these 


matches They gave too many extias by 
way of wides and no-balls. Apart from 
this, our five bowlers could not put toge¬ 
ther more than 2.‘i runs in any match. 

The BCCl top brass, comprising presi¬ 
dent Raj Singh Dungarpur, secretary 
J.Y. Lele and joint .secretary Jyoti Bajpai 
were camping in London and having 
consultations with International Cricket 
Council president Jagmohan Dalmiya. 
National selector Madan Lai was also 
watching all the matches. Let’s see what 
changes they bring about to improve the 
perfonnance of the Indian team. We can¬ 
not behave like Pakistan, where stones 
arc pelted on players. • 
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Officials feel that 
Azhar did nothing 
wrong as captain, 
but as a batsman 
he is turning out to 
be a spent force at 
36. As selectors 
ponder over the 
fourth batsman, 
few of them want 
him to go 








ANALYSIS 


LEFT IN A 



Jyotl Basu: Sam^fwaili Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav floated hie name 
as PM during the last crisis at the Centre 


Can the CP/(M) build 
a Third Force by 
strengthening the 
Congress? 


T licy w iihdii'w support Jrom the 
Monti |i IX'sui j>o\ crnniL-iit 
when layaprak.ish Nanis an 
lelt they were no bettei than a 
laid' V.P. Sinj^h trusted them, 
aecepted tliem as a natural ally and, with 
him, they aligned with the Bharatiya 
.laiiata Party 

liut that was a laetieal mo\e As the 
Indian polity became more Iragmented, 
relleclmg the leahty that Indi.i itself is a 
coalition, C'ommumst parties m India 
made themselves the catalysts m build 
mg up Third Porces .Sush a Thiul Fiopi, 
comprising the connnumsts, the Lelt ol 
C'entie parties and legional outfits, 
would ha\e replaced both the C’ongiess 
andtheBlP 

llowevei. the conimuiiists soon 
changed then stand and decided to ally 
with the Congress itsell Although H S 
Surject, general secretary, CPKMk still 
calls hinisell a part ol the Thud Loice. 
Only recently a correspomlent asked 
him how the Lelt could be a Third Foiee 
when It was not equidistant from the 
First and .Second forces? The veteran 
Maixist could not understand the ques 
tion. The CP1(M) seems to believe that it 
IS actuallv trying to build a Third F’orce 
by strengthening the Congress. Venkai- 
ah Naidu, spokesperson of the B.IP, 
says' "The CPl(M) leaders woik ibr the 
Third Foicc by day and lor the Second 
Force led by the (’ongress by night." 

('oniinunists in this country arc gene¬ 
rally thought of as unreliable One lea- 
son IS that they fail to sisell out then stia- 
tegics clearly because they change them 
too fast, In IbKM, they allied with the 
BJP to defeat Rajiv Ciandhi. Now only a 
decade latci. they feel that even Italian- 
born Sonia (Jandhi is fit to lead them and 
her lack of experience in political lile 
(the very charge levelled again.st Rajiv) 
diwsn’i niattei. By implication, like Con¬ 
gressmen, they also believe that the 
Nehru-Gandhi lamily is destined to lule 
the'country, so it is best to lorget about 
the charge of dynastic nile— which was 
levelled against Indira Gandhi when she 
followed III the footsteps of her lather 
Jaw aharlal Nehru and became the Pi line 
( Minister. Now- they support Soma Gan¬ 


dhi who. il she ever becomes Pimie 
Ministei, would be the fourth person 
from the Nehru-fiandhi household lo be 
so. 

Theie e. no shortage ol logic loju.stily 
all this Logic No. 1. The B.IP is a com¬ 
munal outfit, .lyoti Basil biands them as 
bai bai ic (and probably believes that utte¬ 
ring this hundreds of times would con¬ 
vince everybody that it is so). The whole 
party has fallen in line with this. 

Logic No 2 As Prakash Kaiat puls it, 
"We aie concerned w ith irolicies of fore¬ 
ign origin, not individuals " So the logi¬ 


cal conclusion is — go along with Con¬ 
gress However, lacing a new revolt 
from Its Kerala unit, the CPKM) reitera¬ 
tes the theory of the Third Front. But at 
the same time, Surjeel says, "Equidistan¬ 
ce has no meaning in the present con¬ 
text." 1'he lesson is that "conelation of 
forces IS not in our favour." Hence sup¬ 
port the Congress. 

Confused? There’s mot., to come 
The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 
which IS strongly anti-Sonia Gandhi, is 
part of the Left Front government in 
Kerala. The Congress(S) in Keiala has 


48 


SUNDAV 


t0Julv1990 










H.S. Suijoat: "Equldistanca [from tho First and Second fronts] has no 
moaning In the present context" 


nioigoit with the NC'l' So how i.oiite thf 
I,cll l umt IS allying with loui-s wliich 
clespisi’ Soiii.'i Gandhi' 

Y et leadeis like Mtilayani Stngh 
Yadav oi Laloo Prasad 'I'adav oi 
(’handrababii Ntiidu sddotn speak ag.iin 
M the coniniunists It's not that in then 
slates they can't win elections without 
thcladt in Ancihia Pradesh OI Bihai the 
eomniunisis have .1 marginal presence 
in I'P n is only notional 'Vet. such 
leaders who were in Third Pionl once, 
lespecl the communists They seem to 
have acquired a .symbolic value, 

although for the past 40 yeais they have 
had less than 10 per cent piesencc in the 
I,ok Sabha 

Naidu. loi example, hoped he would 
be able to revive his ties with the Lelt 
before the elections, A senioi MP of the 
party stiys : "People still lespi'ct commu¬ 
nists as a pro-poor parly. Because ol the 
Telengana movement and its legacy, its 
.stand against the economic policies of 
the Congress and the fact thiit they aie 
still a symbol of the people's movement 
though it may not be so in reality. It is 
only loi this reason, ceilainly not for iis 
vcite bank, (fiat we are always mtere.sted 
in the Left" 


Iloweiei the communists have dis 
owneil Ihcni Whelhei it is Karat or A B 
Baidhan (the gciicial secretary of the 
C'Pl), ihev speak in the stiine tone. "We 
ctinnol idign witii the TDP this time, 
even it thiv li.ive no lies with tlie BJP, 
because iha' would encouiage 
opportunism “ 

Howevci the scenario has changed 
vastly ('liaiidiababii Naidu has lew 

Prakash Karat; "We ara eoncemad 
with policies of foreign origin, not 
individuals" 



options, other than having an understaq- 
ding with the BJP and the Left are inch¬ 
ing towards .seat adju.stmehl with the 
Congress. 

As for Mulayam Singh Yadav, the 
Samajwadi Party supremo, he constant¬ 
ly floated Jyoti Basu’s name as PM dur¬ 
ing the last crisis at the Centre. Why? 
"Jyotihabu is an experienced leader and 
he can give a new direction," was his 
answer. And for months, Suijcet and 
even Jyoti Basu, had abused him. But till 
date, the Yadav leader who spares no 
one has said nothing against the two vete¬ 
ran communist leaders, According to a 
close aide of the Samajwadi leader, they 
do not wish to appear anti-communist. 
For they know the value of commuBi.sts 
in the Indian polity, respected by the 
minorities and the poor. 

While Mulayam, till recently, was a 
follower ol Surjeet, the other backward 
leader. Laloo FYasad, has alway.- been 
an admirer of Jyoti Basu He did not 
react even when the communists brand¬ 
ed him corrupt and deserted him. On the 
contrary he has been persistent in 
say ing that some day he hopes tor a rap- 
proachment with the communists 
Which seems imminent now. A satisfied 
l.alrn) Yadav has announced that there 
will be an RJD-Congress-Lefi alliance 
in Bihar 

According to indications in UP, 
Mulayam may woo the communists but 
Chandrabiibu Naidu has given up hopes 
of allying with the Ixfl, But he would 
not go public about his feelings concent- 
ing them. It was only Murasoli Maran. 
who, at the instance of his leader M. 
Karunanidhi, lambasted the Left on the 
floor of Parliament when they joined for¬ 
ces with his arch-rival, Jayalalitha 

T his IS the symbolic value of the com¬ 
munists. For this, at one point ol 
time, they were admired by the BJP. 
Now, .Sonia Gandhi feels Jyoti Basu can 
serve as a good advisor for her. But the 
communists are changing sides only at 
the level of parliamentary politics. They 
have lost Ihcir zeal for movements They 
are gradually drifting away from the 
people. Prakash Karat recently admitted 
that they are not doing enough to keep 
up their fight on the economic front. 
Such a drift may rob them of their pro¬ 
poor image, resulting in a loss of their 
symbolic value. Caught between the 
twin traps of anti-eommunal [Mililics and 
a pro-poor image, they seem to be at a 
loss as to how to fuse the two. • 

Ray Chaudhart/Naw DaKri 
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I APCCpresident K5. 
Rajasekhar Reddy 
fights hard to shed his 
past 


W hen Andhra Pradesh 
C’ongress president 
Y.S Rajasekhar 
Reddy initiated his scr 
ICS nf corruption alle¬ 
gations against chief imtiisier Chandra- 
biibii Naidu, he naturally expected a 
reprisal. What he did not expect was the 
swiftness, accuracy and vohihility with 
which the counter-attack came. 

A l5()-pagc wcll-wntten and well- 
documented tome from the Tclugu 
Desam Party office not just countered 
the charges effectively, it listed in detail 
the histones of YSR, his lather Y.S. 
Raja Reddy and his Iriends. 

Foi Reddy, this digging of his past 
has come at the worst possible time. 
Assembly elections are due in the state 
— Kargil permitting — sometime in 
October and as of now, the situation is 
delicately balanced. Naidu has introduc¬ 
ed widespicad icforms in AP that go 
much deeper than the much-hyped IT 
boom. But It IS impossible to assess li 
they have been successful with the rural 
voter. In addition, after five years in offi¬ 
ce Naidu must expect an anti- 
incumbency factor working against him. 

This IS cheerful news lor the Con 
gress and particularly so for Reddy foi 
whom the next election will be a land¬ 
mark And anything that veers the road 
Irom his chosen direction can be disastr 
Otis foi him. 


Reddy has many things to prove this 
time. When Indira Gandhi picked him 
up as AP Congress chiel in 198.^, he had 
basked in the glory of being the chosen 
one. He had the distinction of being the 
youngest party chief ever in a stale 
known for its octogenarian leaders and 
hoped to lead the Congress to victory in 
the 1984 Lok Sabha polls But that was 
not to be A coup in the TDP by 
Nadcndla Bhaskara Rao, who toppled 
the immensely popular N T. Rama Rao, 
changed the scales altogether. 

So when most of India returned the 
Congress to power on a sympathy vote 
for Rajn Gandhi alter his mother’s 
assassination, the stale gave NTR a 
thumping majority. The TDP won 32 of 
the 42 I-ok Sabha .scats in Andhra 



A TDP dossier listed in detail the histories of 
YSR, his father and his friends. For Reddy, this 
digging of his past has come at the worst possible 
time, with Assembly elections due in October 

Pradesh, to become the largest Opposi¬ 
tion parly in Parliament And bucking 
the all-Indiu trend, the Congress in AP 
managed a pitiful six Lok Sabha scats 
This drubbing continued in the mid- 
temi As.scrnbly elections of 1985 when 
the Congiess tally came down from 60 Foi a man of YSR’s ambiiions. that 
to 50 MLAs in a House of 294 Reddy would be both a political and personal 
won his Pulivendula constituency, but disaster, 
as PCC chiel, lost face. 

It he lo.ses the 1999 elections, he BJesides, Rajasekhar Reddy has other 
would have pertormed a hat-tiick in BPrubicons to cross His career within 


reverse leading the Congress to defeat 
three limes in a low. It could mean the 
end of his career in Congiess and certain¬ 
ly relegated to 12th man, he might only 
gel a distant view of the chief minister’s 
olficc window- from the locker room. 
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t himself 


year^ 

But Ihc road ha*, been long and liUer- 
ed with political vendetta In 19sy. he 
supported Janardhan Reddy' s candidatu¬ 
re for chief ministership but the high 
command installed Chaniia Reddy In 
1990. alter severe coitmiunal riots in 


llydciabad. C'iianna Reddy w as dislodg¬ 
ed and Janaidhan I^eddy was made CM 
HutiheiiSR Iclloiit vviiblii-.ownLandi- 
date He is bclicscd lo be behind the fain 
ous renauiiiig ol laiiaidhan Reddy as 
''nhanarjaii Ridds" tm allegedly mak¬ 
ing "a ciorc .1 da) “ in bribes 

When Janaullian Kcddy bit the dust m 
turn, YSR was a serious contender for 
the CM's olficc himsell But Delhi sent 
Vi|aya Bhaskaia Reddy instead 

Chandrababu Naidu: effective rebuttal 



T hat was probably the most politically 
bitter time lor YSR. He went on 
record saying, "Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy 
was leading a pack of goons." J.C'. Diwa- 
kat Reddy, a Cabinet minister, at a prc.ss 
conference called YSR "a stinking pile 
of refuse" This led to slippers being 
thrown at a public meeting being addres¬ 
sed by Narasimha Rao and the ('M 
The sordid episode culminated with 
Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy, also head ol the 
Congress distiplinary committee at 
Delhi, issuing a show-cause notice for 
anti-party activities to YSR along with 
Bangarappa in Karnataka. Bangarappa 
later left the C ongiess but YSR hung on 
In Congress parlance, this would be 
the mark ol a pcinumciil dissident. A 
man who.sc political rivalry has centred 
more on his owm pariymen than on the 
Opposition. To this Reddy says i have 
a habit ol talking sliaighi, even il it was 
the Congress that was pursui.ig anti¬ 
people policies " 

Given the Congress party’s tiack 
record in AP. iliat sounds credible. But 
foi one thing --hisownandhislaniily's 
long history in police stations all over 
C’uddapali district, with charge.s langing 
fioiii murder to burning of ballot boxes 
galoic 

It IS not lor nothing that he is called 
the Cuddapah Tiger. 'YSR's lathei, Raja 
Reddy, was a small-lime farinci who 
migiatcd to the district in the .Sixties an.i 
began a haiytcs mining business Accus¬ 
ed of killing his partner to take ovei the 
lucratne lirin - • a charge lhat Reddy 
denies naturally - - he became the head 
ot one of (he three lamilies (hat controll¬ 
ed all mining in C'uddapah That is how 
the mining leutl between the thiee fami¬ 
lies .started and with Y.SR's entry spilled 
ovei to politics. 

It also began the eontemporaiy 
mylhosol violence in Cuddapah Bomb¬ 
ing each other's houses, killing kin and 
followers lor minor slights, intimidation 
of villagers, govcinmeiii officers and 
the police alike — llie gory present of 
the entire region (hat has spawned 
innumerable movies Incidenially, the.se 
are the only films in w hich the heroes are 
policemen who stand up against feuding 
leaders 

And more than the challenge of the 
f'DP, this IS whai YSR is up against; his 
nxiis, his own pariymen, his reputation 
as a dissident and a man with a long cri¬ 
minal recoid And that makes this the 
loughesifight of his hie — when a man is 
up against himself • 

Smritm Hanl/Hyiktrabad 



Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy; YSR’s nemesis 

the Congress can, niosi chaiitably. be I 
described as chct|ucicd 

The TDP paper on him hit a sure spot 
when il said that Ins beii.ivioui against 
Naidu was "in keeping with his ivputa- 
lion ol being a coiiipulsivc and accord¬ 
ing to some, demented leUci wiitci ..lie 
has earlier addiessed several such letteis 
against, aiiumg othcis, P V Narasimha 
Rao, Di M Ch.inna Reddy, N. .ianar- 
dhan Reckiv and Vipiya Bhaskara 
Reddv" 

Reddy has risen qiiicisly in the Con- 
gicss ranks. He started with student poli¬ 
tics in the Karnataka Umveisity Medical 
College, came borne to Cuddapah to 
woik 111 a mission hospital ----ajob that 
did not suit his tempeiaiiient; shiflerl 
over lo private practice in a year but 
remained discontent He finally found 
his vocation with the shill to the Youth 
Congress in 1974 Fiom Ihcie to Youth 
Congress general sccivlaiy, to MLA in 
1978 and then a ministei in T Anjaiah’s 
Cabinet in 1980 was a matter of a lew 
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Did Venkataraghavan 
refuse to umpire the 
Pakistan-A ustralia 
match due to 
fundamentalist 
intimidation? 


NEWSBEAT 


A fter Its debacle in the World 
Cup, the Indian cnckci 
team has fallen in the eyes 
of its diehard fans. But 
there is sonic giKid news for 
the followers of the game; a former Indi 
an captain and now a leading umpire, Sri- 
nivas Venkataraghavan, has done us 
proud. 

Venkat as he is belter known, a Natio¬ 
nal Grid International Cricket Council 
panel umpire, got the highest grading at 
the World Cup. He was one of the six 
umpires who officiated in the super six 
stage, including the match between 
South Africa and Australia at 
Headingley and also the thrilling semi¬ 
final between them at Hdgbaston 

According to a top functionary ol the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India, 
"Venkat got the top marks He was 
ahead of England's David Shepherd and 
West Indies' Steve Bucknor. He was 
ICC’s first choice for the final and his 
appointment was officially made, but 
because of sensitive reasons (Pakistan 
was one of the teams in the final), Ven¬ 
kat backed out So, the ICC was forced 
to make him the thirdTV umpire, even 
though both the team captains, Steve 
Waugh and Wasim Akram, had put Ven¬ 
kat as their first preference." 

When India and Pakistan were virtual¬ 
ly at war in Kargil, Venkat would have 
been aware of the grave implications of 
any decisions that he might have handed 
down in such a crucial match A fdmicr 
cricketer close to him said, "In the finals, 
Inzamani-ul Haq was given out caught 
behind by umpire David Shepherd, 
though TV replays clearly showed Inza- 
marn's bat was nowhere near the ball. 
That decision really was a major blow to 
Pakistan who crumbled later for 1.^2. 
Now if Venkat had given that decision 
there would have been riots." 

According to sources, a few days 
before the final. Venkat’s wife Ranjani 
received a threatening call in the dead of 
the night. The caller reportedly said that 
they would "lake care of Venkat" if he 


Threat 


perception 







officiated in the final. 

Venkal. however, told Sundw , "It is 
a pcisonal decision not to officiate in the 
final. I have no comments to make " He 
might have had in mind the fuss made in 
the hockey World Cup match between 
India and Korea in which Pakistani 
umpire lifan Zaidi officiated. That was a 
year ago when the political situation was 
not so volatile This time, it Venkat 
made a simple emn of judgenieiit, some 
i|uarter.s might have rai.sed a hue and C 17 
about "Indian inlcrx'cniion". 

T he Kamiiaindhi government in 
Tamil Nadu has been trying its best 
to check the growth of Muslim funda¬ 
mentalist organisations 

Those involved in the Coimbalorc 
blasts beloie Ummi home minister 1. K. 
.'ktlvanrs visit are all behind bars The 
accu.seil mainly belong to the Al-Cmma 
gioiip. whose leader S A Basha is'said 
to ha\c links with the Pakistani Intei- 
,Sei s'lces Intelligence 

Basha was running his organisation 
from (ail thioiigh hall a-dozeii cellpho¬ 
nes and a network oi committed young 
men When the lail waulens fiirthei 
Clacked down on them by not allow’ing 
visitois and mail 01 e\en keeping them 
in solitary sonlincinent, they liecamc 
violent A splinter group ot the Al- 
I'mina, Faniil Nadu Muslim Munnetra 
Ka/hagam ('I'MMK), started a cam¬ 
paign against the state police and the 
l>MK government saying they were ill- 
heating Muslims m jail. 

Meanwhile, there was a huge haul of 
e\ploslve^ ticar the police headquarters 
m Chennai, I’lnjchi and C'oimbatoie 
('hid minister Karunanidhi said the 
state government suspected I.SI's 
involvement in 'he planting of bombs. 
He added thai preliminary reports indica¬ 
ted the involvement of some lundamen- 
lalisi groups including the banned 
Al-Umina 

The Muslims, on the othei hand, say 
that they are being targeted by the Karu¬ 
nanidhi government who they feel have 
become BJP stooges. The basic reason 
for Muslim disillusionment with Karu¬ 
nanidhi IS that he has aligned himself 
with the BJP for the next elections. This 
IS quite unthinkable as Basha had onec 
remakred; "Karunanidhi is the only true 
secular Indian politician." In Tamil 
Nadu, the Muslim vote has been with the 
DMK all these years. 

Now suddenly Jayalalitha is trying to 
emerge as the new "secular heroine" 
who till the other day was in the BJP 


camp Jayalalitha .started di.shing out .sta¬ 
tements highly critical of the DMK-BJP 
stand on Muslims She even went to the 
extent oi saying that "the DMK govern¬ 
ment had planted the bombs to bring dis¬ 
repute to Muslims" Then, she was stum¬ 
ped when the state police interrogated 
hci in the light of her allegation 

A sme.tr campaign was launched 
against Kurunamdhi unit the stale 
govenimcnt through pamphlets The 


Karunanidhi: losing Muslim support 

Intelligence Bureau wairied that Karuna¬ 
nidhi and Ills son M K. .Stalin, the mayor 
of Chennai, and a tew others weic on the 
hit list of an "exliennst groiqi" and then 
secuiity shinild be upgraded to Z-plus 
level 

In a sensational disclosure. Karunam- 
dhi also said that' TMMK has links with 
the ISl. Its leader.Ialfai'ullah was a mem¬ 
ber of SIMI (Students Islamic Move¬ 
ment of India), which proptigaicd that 
Islam is the sole religion and picached 
the use ol violence" Added Kariinaiii- 
dhi: "1 shudder to think that such ele¬ 
ments are present amidst the peace- 
loving Muslim community." 

The TMMK hit back, when its picsi- 
dent Jaffaruliah w ent on a tirade against 
the chief minisiei for his remarks link¬ 
ing his parly with the ISI and attributed 
the motive to "election fever". He said 


the DMK had approached the TMMK 
for support 111 the ensuing parliamentary 
elections but the lattci strongly objected 
to the DMK's alliance with the BJP. He 
said that the TMMK would organise a 
foiitcrence in Chennai on 4 July which 
would be attended by Jayalalitha and 
Congicss leaders He said tltal there was 
tremendous pressure on the state police 
by the ehiel minister to ban TMMK and 
also deny pcniiission for the conference. 


Intere.slingly, Karunanidhi seemed to 
have wooed Basha The prime accused 
in the RSS office bomb blast case tokl 
the press on the Madras High Court pre¬ 
mises, as he was being brought to the 
court. "There will be no further bomb 
explosion and indulgence m violence by 
Al-llmma cadre. The decision has been 
taken in the inlercM of the .society and 
the nation." Karunanidhi has welcomed 
the statement. 

Meanwhile. Muslim fundamentalist 
groups have started raking up the Kargil 
issue. Shajahan, brother-in-law of 
Mohammed Ansari, one of the key 
accused in the Coimbalorc blast.s, and 
Abu Dhahir were found distributing a 
Tamil tabloid, Seidi Modal, containing 
an article titled 'Kashmir — Kosovo of 
India'. • 

Mr—dhmrMIM/ChmimmI 
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£l6lF? 


Snuff it out! 


Members of the I W, the government and NGOs 
get together for a drug-free world 

A il II UiKos IS just one snill, one and hcioiii aie smuggled into India f to 
piift. one iiUiavenous mjeetion the border aieas "In India, the culiiv 
and a lemperory high to become tioii ol opium is confined to the stales 



A il II lakes IS just one smil, one 
piifl. one inliavenous injection 
and a lemperory higlt to become 
u lifetime addict ol illicit drugs. 

The regional offices ol the United 
Nations Drug Control Programme 
IUNDCP) and the Ihnled Nations Infoi- ! 
mation Centre organised a panel discus¬ 
sion m Delhi on 26 lunc. observed as 
international day against drug abuse and 
illicit iraflickmg. 

Concerned about the increased use ol i 
narcotie drugs and psychotropic substan¬ 
ces. Asha bas, secretary, nimisiry of 
scKial justice and empowerment, retlcc- 
ted, "111 the last decade or so, the pro¬ 
blem of drug abuse and alcoholism has 
become a serious cause for concern m 
the country." Among the various rea¬ 
sons cited by her for this upward trend m 
drug abuse were modernisation, collap¬ 
se of the )oint family system, easy access 
to information about people’s lifestyles 
and value systems m other countries 
Devcndei Dutt, deputy director gene¬ 
ral with the narcotics control bureau, 
pointed out that India's geographical 
position makes it all the more vulnera¬ 
ble. located as it is between two major 
drug-producing areas, the Golden Cre.se- 
ent (Pakistan. Alghanistan) on the west 
and the Golden Triangle (Mvanmar. 
Laos and Thailand) on the East. Opium 


54 


and hciom aie smuggled into India ftom 
the border aieas "In India, the cultiva¬ 
tion ol opium IS confined to the stales ol 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Raiasthan." levealed R Bhattaehavii, 
Narcotics C'ommissioner. 

,^bdul Latil, representative of 
UNDC'P regional ollice for south Asia, 
.spoke on the role of precursor chemicals 
— ingredients used by traffickers to illi¬ 
citly manulacturc drugs like heroin, 
cocaine and LSD Often pharmaceuti¬ 
cal. leather and textiles mdustiics requi¬ 
te to use these chemicals, acetic anliy- 
drite, for example, m bulk Drug traf¬ 
fickers obtain precursor chemicals by 
foul means, usually by diverting them 
from laboratories. Since 1993. acetic 
anhydrite and two other precursors have 
been declared ‘controlled substances' 
by the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act. Restrictions have also 
been imposed on the import and export 
of the chemical 

Speaking about the changing context 
of drug abuse m India. Anand Bordia. 
joint secretary in the ministry of social 
justice and empowennent, pointed out 
that earlier drug abuse was a problem of 
the affluent sections of society "But 
now. it iy entering into the slums and 
being used by the poorer sections. This 
IS already a disadvantaged section and 


the use of drugs push them lurinei into 
disadvantage," he said 

Jimmy Dotabjee ol .SHARAN, a treat- 
metii and rehabilitation centre lot drug 
uscis, stressed on social deprivation as a 
key fiiclor that leads people to use drugs 
.Suggesting methods to prevent drug 
abuse, he said. "We need to go to the 
drug usci or the potential usci, present 
them with accurate rnfonnation about 
drug use and the harmful effects of drugs 
and let them make informed choices." 
About rehabilitation of drug addicts he 
said that instead of the ususal pattern of 
detoxification followed by rehabilita¬ 
tion, a more desirable sequence would 
be offering rehabilitation before detoxi¬ 
fication That way we are accepting the 
abuser back into the society without any 
preconditions and giving him a greater 
will to cure himself. 

The need of the hour, undoubtedly, is 
to spread maximum awareness about the 
danger of drugs. Simply stated, drugs 
can kill people. Toquote from the messa¬ 
ge of UN Secretary Gener.ii Kofi 
Annan. "Drugs continue to blight and 
indeed destroy far tcxi many lives." And 
most often what stands between life and 
what can be a painful death is just that 
one sniff, one puff... • 

Omlmm IMm/Mmw Dmihl 
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T he Bengali cinema industry, where 
crises are a dime a dozen, is now 
faced with its worst crisis in recent 
years. While a steady stream of outsta- 
tion producers continue to converge on 
Tollygunge, theatres screening Bengali 
films are closing down at an alarming 
rate. 

West Bengal has over 800 permanent 
and temporary cinema halls, spread thin¬ 
ly over the entire state. In Calcutta and 
Its suburbs alone, 56 halls have closed 
down over the past few years and ano- 
thei .seven may well down their shutters 
soon 

Among those that have closed is Rupa- 
bani. so christened by Rabindranath 
Tagore, reportedly to make way for an 
air-conditioned market. Janata cinema 
has been converted into a newspaper 
office, Rupam is now a multi-stoned 
building. Lotus, Dipli and Bunty arc 
closed and Opera, in central Calcutta, is 
set to become a commercial establish¬ 
ment, perhaps a hotel. Gem and Mini- 
Gem have shut shop as well. 

•Some halls arc allegedly being kept 
ojien lorcefully' by their employees 
Indira, in the south, is being run by its 
stall'. It could close in a tew months, 
along vsith several others lunning at a 
loss. 

Foi theatre owners the going will be 
even tougher in the days ahead. Early in 
June, employees struck work claiming 
theatre owners had reneged on an agree¬ 
ment on enhanced wages and better wor¬ 
king conditions arrived at last year. All 
cinema houses were clo.sed for a day and 
a threat of further agitation was issued. 

The owners, on the other hand, allege 
that the agreement cannot be acted on 
until the state government fulfils its part 
the bargain which included rationali- 
*sation and reduction of taxes and lower¬ 
ing of tai iffs. Since neither side is prepar¬ 
ed to concede any ground, the govern¬ 
ment has stepped in to arrive at a solu- 
tif^th through dialogue. 

■ But even if an amicable settlement is 
w^ed out, the gloomy picture is not 
|dpiy to change. Only a couple of cine- 
njn houses showing Bengali movies are 
air-conditioned. Hence the reluctance of 
the audience to visit them. The govern¬ 
ment’s failure in containing the spread 
of illegal video parlours is another 
deterrent. 

There is a law forbidding video projec¬ 
tion of a movie until a certain time has 
elapsed after its commercial release. But 
this does not deter illegal transfer from 
celluloid to tape. The state administra¬ 


FLOP SHOW 

Theatres screening Bengali films close down at 
an alarming rate 



tion has shown a singular lack of enter¬ 
prise in curbing this activi ry. Parlours 
are cheaper to visit and, although it is a 
largely male audience, the owners can’t 
complain because the cost ot a pirated 
cassette can be recovered from a single 
show. 

The number of ‘flops’ are increasing 
at an alarming rate. However, Sree Pan- 
chanan, a publicist who has been in the 
business for almost half a century, feels 
filmmakers themselves are to blame. 
"How can they expect to succeed if they 
make a reha.sh of a rehash ’ A pile of 
videos are seen and scenes are clipped 
from several of them to make a new 
script. This and the continuous repeti¬ 


tion of the same old faces are encourag¬ 
ing people to Ignore Bengali films. With 
good senpis and fresh faces, there is no 
rea.son whv Bengali films .shouldn’t do 
well." 

Curiously, several producers from 
Bombay and the .South are making 
Bengali films in the time of reccs.sion. 
Prakash Mehra and Issa Sajjad have got 
films like MaJhur MiUin and 
Kulangoar on stream. Harish Shah has 
featured Prem Chopra in Tok Mishit 
Jthatu producer-director Partha Ghosh 
has announced three films, Ramoji Rao 
has made Jamat No 1 and Rama Naidu 
has completed .4.r/iookJi directed by Ritu- 
panio Ghosh and ShuJhu Ekhar Bah 
with Prashant Roy. 

Ramoji Rao, of course, plans to stay 
on. His Bengali satellite channel will be 
beamed from 15 August. But it is highly 
unlikely that others would want to invest 
again. Jamui No. 1. lor example, flopp¬ 
ed badly. 

Bengali cinema today is being sustain¬ 
ed by Its rural audience. But once cable 
TV reaches the countryside, it is diffi¬ 
cult to sec Bengali movies in their pres¬ 
ent formal succeeding or even being sus¬ 
tained. 

In the meantime, movie hall owners 
are preferring to shut shop and opt for 
commercial high-rises. • 
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MEDIA MUSINGS 


V GANGADHAR 


Sending new\s 
despatches from 
Kargil can he as 
challenging as 
fighting a war 


Kyrgil IS India's iiisi 
TV’' wai KxLiicnicnt 
uses as wc‘ watcli on 
the TV screen the /.oo 
inmg planes, the lieiy 
bomb alias ks and ibe 

-hardy soldiers lighl- 

inp adilficult war T he wounded and Ibe 
dead add an clemenl ol pathos The slull ■ 
est part is, ol course, the oniei.il hiiel- 
iiigsby Iheniiinstiyordclens-e I'nloitu- 
nalely, most puhhealions laid to iciv a 
lot on the hiiclings 

To make a siniilai impact, the pniit 
media correspondents h;id to possess mi- 
lialtve. do their homework and write 
with clarity. Unloitunalely, there ate not 
many Cornelius Ky;nis ilamous Amen 
can wai correspondent who later wrote 
The Loiic;('st 0<i\} III Indiiin |oiiniahsni. 
Yet Outlook came out with some goosi 


stories, including the one on the deaths 
ol the hiave soldicis and the impact on 
ths'ir lamdies T he picioiial depiction ol 
the ‘War m Kaigil' was also good 
Outlot)k's estimate ol the daily cost ol 
the war at Ks tO lakh, howevei. appear 
cd ts) be on the lowei >ide 

.Samkai Halarnkar and ITaiiiidei 
Baw’cja (//K/m lo(la \) pKnluceil a leada 
ble story on oui w ai heioes. einbeilished 
with excellent pics .Sections ol the story 
weic a hit too nielodratnatK. but the ove¬ 
rall elTeet was good T he ctv, eiagc was 
lull of intense liuiiiaii inteiest. a lactoi 
which IS missed out by most of oiii 
lepoiteis IiuIki To(Io\ did well to locus 
on the impact ol wtu on the Indian econo¬ 
my and make a compaiatne study with 
Pakistrui Siiiuhiv loped m Inder Mal- 
hotra who always writes with elaiiiy to 
comment on why we lailcd to loresee 
and loieslall the game plan >>1 Islamabad 
on the border eonnict. Wanted Mal- 
hotra, TilcrnttI vigilance is not only the 
price of liberty but also ol a country’s 
integrity and sccuiiiy " 

C overing a war, fought mi an inhospi¬ 
table lerrain is not easy, Gaiirav 
Sawant (The liuhun Expreis) explained 
that hacks had a battle on then hands. 


News from 


just to survive and to send their des¬ 
patches Very little lood and water Pri¬ 
mitive communication facilities. M J. 
Akbai (A'liuii Age), trom his front-page 
reports headlincil The Cutting Hdge’, 
revciiled he had ariaiiged to Havel in heli- 
Lopleis with the army top brass most ol 
the lime vvhicli spoke well ot lus initia¬ 
tive. Akbtu.anoldliaiidin Indo-Pak rela¬ 
tions and Kiishiuii, explained thtil Paki¬ 
stan had not basically changed its strate¬ 
gy 111 sending its own troops into our ter¬ 
ritory and c.illing them ‘freedom 
lighters' TTiis time, most of the world 
saw' through the inse and Pak credibility 
was low 

T he gov ertimeni briefings and the per¬ 
sonnel It chose to explain the wai to the 
media, gave one the impression that 
only the North was involved m it. 
Ktildip Navar in The liitiuin Express was 
upset that the gov eminent failed totally 
III intomiing non-BJP govcniments 
about the piogress ot the war Assam 
ehiel minister. Pralulla Kumar Mahan- 
la coniplaiiied he followed the w.ir 
Ihiough TV and the print media! Accord¬ 
ing to Nayai, Assam was taken torgranl- 



Ouf/oo^came out with 
a good human interest 
story on the deaths of 
brave soldiers. India 
Today did well to focus 
on the impact of war 
on Indian economy 


cd because the Assam Gana Panshad 
(ACiP) was not pail ol the ruling front at 
the Centre When Mahanta rang up 
home minister Advani, all he got was the 
laconic reply, "Let me sec il I can do 
anything." 

Kuldip Naval pointed out that Javva 
harlal Nehru mfornied the duel mini¬ 
sters legularly on the progress of the skii 
mishes with China in 1^62 Today, the 
|ob could be entrusted to the deteiiee 
minister, argues .Nayar. "The delenee 
mimstet has all the time to give inter¬ 
views to the Press and TV and say ilniigs 
which he should not Aiul there is no 
secrecy involved. If the Army Chid ol 
.Staff can briel the BJPexcculivc, he can 
surely brief the Chief rninisteis on the 
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war situation, if they assemble in Delhi ." 
After all, the Kargil war involved the 
entire nation, not just the BJP coalition 
government in Delhi 
Calling for a pragmatic attitude towai • 
ds Pakistan, Hari Jaisingh, editor of 
Trihiou’, criticised our emotional 
attitude and respone. He found the Paki¬ 
stan leaders pragmatic and focu.ssed, all 
the time certain of their piiorities 
Wrote, Han Jaisingh, "Pakistan’s Kargil 
operation is yet another example ol how 
Its leaders camouflaged their real inten¬ 
tion amdist dipkiinacy of smile and 
sweet reasonableness'. General Zia was 
a past ma.stei in this art And Mr Nawaz 
-Shaiif. I understand, considers him his 
role model in dealing with India " Jai 



Singh was also disturbed at the increas¬ 
ing signs ot Talibanisalion of Pakistan 
and warned that a Talibanised Pakistan 
would |Tosc serious problems not only in 
India but also to American-sponsored 
peace moves in the region. 

But then religious fundamentalism is 
not the monopoly of Pakistan. Our own 
RS.S called for nuclear attacks on 
Pakistan Condemning this attitude. The 
Times sharply criticised the saffron bom¬ 
bshell and pointed out that those who 
advocated the use of the bomb should 
reflect on the consequences of such a sen¬ 
seless action on our cities. "Obviously, 
the BJP has laded to educate the .Sangh 
Paruar on the philosophy of Indian 
nuclear detcncnce The Panchajanyu 
edeiloprial against Pakistan in a stab in 
the back for worse than what the Paki.sta- 
nis had dune m Kargil", said the Times, 

The Opposition, the media and the 
people ol India, aie naturally disturbed 
at such thinking and also at the clout 
enjoyed by the RS.S in the Sangh Pari- 
vai’. There is now increasing evidence 
that the Kargil w ar is being fought as a 
‘BJP war. The Opposition was entirley 
justified in demanding that Kargil be 
made a national issue and that the Rajya 
Sabha should Ire suinimmed for a special 
session for a naiional debate. The Times 
and I he huliaii F.xfiress in their editon- 
als lent support to this demand. The BJP 
attitude reflected a split India, a .senti¬ 
ment which would be welcomed by the 
enemy It could lead Pakistani generals 
to believe, and quite justifiably tw), that 
Indian political leaders, were more inter¬ 
ested m scoring debating points again.si 
one another than fight the war unitedly. 
Kargil involved the entire nation and 
should be debated in the Rajya Sabha. 

Hype and tripe 

Can there be life aftei the World Cup, 
cricket lovers must be asking them¬ 
selves’ But there is also the feeling that 
Indian media had overplayed the cricket 
hype. Gurjit Singh Jaidka in a letter 
addressed to the editor. The Pioneer, 
lamented that for evei a month his favou¬ 
rite paper had disappeared from the 


public eye and was replaced by the 
‘Cricket Pioneer’. Wrote Jaidka, "Only 
a few cricket fans opted for the 'Cricket 
Pioneer’. Others assumed that The 
Pioneer had stopped publication." 

The letter writer. 1 feel, had a point. 
But the entire media created a situation 
as though only the World Cup mattered. 
The Times of India went on carrying sil¬ 
ly front-page interviews with starlets, 
politicians, businessmen (only gang¬ 
sters were not considered) on what they 
thought of cricket and the World Cup. 
Anyone and everyone was game for a 
write-up including one Mr B.P. Bam 
who, we were informed, was a 'former 
official of the Intelligence Bureau cur¬ 
rently engaged in setting up a sports aca¬ 
demy in Nasik where due emohasis 
would be placed on mental training on 
players belonging to different di.-cipli- 
nes’. Phew! 

Most of the cricket coverage was 
banal and repetitive. Why rope in 
dozens of former test players who said 
the same things over and over again. The 
most unreadable coverage came from 
Sanjay Manjrekar, Harsha Bhogle, Ravi 
.Shastri while Chidanand Rajghatta (The 
Indian Express). Ayaz Memon 
(Mid-Day), Geoff Boycott and Michael 
Holding were to the point and readable 
Readers of The Week magazine, when 
pulled, did not want Azhtu'uddin as the 
captain. The Week editor T.R. Gopalak- 
rishnan in liis column ‘Last World’ sug¬ 
gested scrapping five-day tests and hold¬ 
ing major one-day tournaments includ¬ 
ing the World Cup only in the subconti¬ 
nent. The editor, obviously, did not fol¬ 
low cricket, particularly some of the 
most recent enthralling lest .scries — 
India vs Pakistan, West Indies vs Austra¬ 
lia and South Africa vs West Indies. One 
-day uima.shu’s can never replace test 
cricket. 

Let me confess. Alter watching 
almost all the matches on TV and read¬ 
ing all that stuff in print media, 1 still do 
not know why Pakistan played so badly 
III the final. We were told that Pakistan 
had flair. Why and where did the flairdis- 
appear on 20 June ’ Why didn’t a single 
Pakistani batsman stand up to the 
Australian attack’ Why did Wa.sim 
Akram and his men give up the battle as 
.soon as their innings had ended and 
made no attempts to delay the inevitable 
by securing more Australian wickets. 
TTie hundreds of correspondents and 
‘experts’ who covered the World Cup 
had no answers to these queries. • 
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The third eye 

Cricket decisions need an innovative technological touch 


O ne WDiTv soccer ollicials dt)n’t 
have IS the vvealhei. horeiicket. 
howevei, it is an irnpoilant fac¬ 
tor anti one that could detcrniinc the late 
of a championship. The seventh World 
C'up saw India crashing out even helore 
It had played its last match because r un 
washed out the New Zealand- 
Zimbabwe tie despite an extra day sshe- 
duled to complete it 

This is one aspect that needs to be con¬ 
sidered wliilc scheduling future som)ten- 
turns lingland in May can be hitingly 
cold as well, making it dilfieiill ioi 
players to grip the ball in dank condi¬ 
tions .liine would have been ideal litr 
players and spectators alike 

But weather IS just oiieol the fbetois 
(’rieket is a prospeious enleitainment 
business today Ground Rs 000 eioie 
went into the marketing ol the event and 


associated merchandise. It is essential 
that the game be conducted in a lool- 
proot manner so that errors and omis¬ 
sions aie eliminated and a match is seen 
to be conducted laiily 

Foi this, electronic assistance (or is it 
siiiveillanee 'i is essential. A beginning 
has ceilamly been made. Today, very 
lew umpiies take unilaleial decisions on 
lun-oiils The matter is usually referred 
lo (he ihiril uinpne who anives at a deci¬ 
sion aflei eaielully studying slow- 
moiion leplays lioni at least two angles 
Wioiig decisions on this aspect have 
almost completely been eliminated barr¬ 
ing raie instances where the canieia 
view has been obstructed for some 
reason 

Another welcome adoition has been 
the tednclioii ol sledging, because the 


equipment in the middle stump include 
camera and sound Fieldeis who find 
pleasure in abusing, leasing or generally 
trying lo break the batsman's concentra¬ 
tion now find it difficult to gain unethi¬ 
cal advantage because then words 
would carry. People most upset by this 
are, of course, the Austialians. who 
seem lo revel in gamesmanship at the 
expense of sportsmanship. 

But there are sevciai areas ol the j 
game that need an mnov aliv e technologi I 
cal touch Take the case ol a caught j 
behind foi instance This has always | 
remained a debatable issue, with fc'>' bat¬ 
smen w'llling lo walk back to the pavil¬ 
ion ol their own aceoiJ f)n the oiliei 
hand, wicketkeepeis and close in 
fielders are wont to appeal loudly the 
moment the ball p.isses aiiyvvheie neai 
the bat on the way to his gloved ' 
adveisaiy, ; 

The ball could also go lo a fieldei 
This happened in a iiialih ihal could 
Weil have piopciled .South Africa io the 
final at the expense ol Australia. C aptain 
Hansie rronje's bat did not touch the 
ball us It hit his toe and went lo Maik 
Waugh fie was adjudged caught, just 
when he looked set loi a w'orkmanlike 
innings The match would surely not 
have been tied, had he been allowed to 
play on. 

Some method will have to be dev ised 
to study the angle, velocity and height ol 
the ball after it touches the pads and up 
to the distance from there to the wicket. 
With today’s technology this isn’t too 
diflieiilt a proposition. Again, the machi¬ 
nery should be with the third umpire for 
aspeedy— and indisputable—decision. 

There cannot be too many mourners 
over the diminishing importance of the 
umpires on the field. The day television 
replays were used tor adjudging run¬ 
outs —and fielding on the boundary, for 
that matter—it was clear that machines 
would ultimately have to take the most 
crucial decisions. 

After all, it’s not just pnde that people 
play for. nowadays. There arc mega¬ 
bucks to be earned on the pitch. And 
these shouldn’t be left to subjective 
judgement. • 

ArUlt Sn/Cmleutta 


Hansie Cronje: victim of an error? 
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SUDDEN DEATH: the scene at Ne^^ Jnlpaifiini station moments ajier the Mast 

WEST BENGAL 

The big ban g 

A p<me,fi,l homh. planted allegedly by the I SI. kills nine people in New 

Jalpaiguri railway station 


T he boys Iioni Gorkha Rifles were raring U> go. riieii 
L)ig day had come On then way to Kargil, the 
lamm.s were itching lor some real action Little did 
ihev know that the fireworks would begin at home. 
And shortly after 12 noon on 22 June, three ot i-icii 
comiades lay in tatters on Platform No.2 of Nevs Jalpaiguri 
(NIP) railway station m noiih Bengal allei a powerhil explo¬ 
sion ripped thiough the station Five people died on the spot 
and four more died in hospital Nearly 65 were admitted to 

nearby hospitals with injuries. 

After the dust settled, it was more or less clear that me 
armymen were the prime tar gets. Around 25 soldiers w^re wai 
ting^ai the station to board the Delhi-bound Mahanan fi 
Express According to police and intelligence sources ^e 
bomb was kept m a brief-case, right next to the spot '^herc the 
Gorkha Rifles' men had assembled. The device was powerU 1 
enough to blow off the platform root^ Later, an eight- 
mch-deep crack was found on the floor ot P'atform No 2. 

The shrapnels pierced the metal coaches of Mahananda 


Hxpre.ss and Dar)ccling Mail which was p.n ked on the facing 
platform Two bodies were charred beyond lecognition. As 
pamck-stneken people started fleeing the spot railway 
employees, hawkeis. policemen and local people, along wilti 
voluntary organisations, stalled rescue operations The explo¬ 
sion could be heard as tar as Siligiiri tovs n located 5 km away 
from N.IP station 

It was deal that the NJP blast was not an isolated incident. 
On 20 June, another blast had taken place on the railway 
tracks at Falakaia in Dooars Two powertul bombs were also 
discovered on the railway tracks But these did not shake the 
administration out ol stupor 

This, m a way, was West Bengal's initiation into modern-- 
day terrorism Earlier, a lew landmines w ere used for ambush¬ 
ing paramilitary torces in the hills ol Darjeeling during the 
height of the Gorkhaland movement. It is now certain that 
RDX explosives along with remote control device were 
deployed at NJP station Authorities arc more or less certain 
I that it was the Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
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whii’h was behind the blast and that their aim was to disrupt 
the movement of troops to J&K. 

ISI preseiK-e in north Bengal is an open secret now In the 
past one yeai. all the concerned authorities—slate and central 
intelligence bigwigs, the army intelligence and even the state 
home (police) minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee — have 
been v ocal about the presence of pro-Pakistani subvei si vc ele 
nients in north Bengal, especially Siliguri. intelligence agenc¬ 
ies have reportedly been tiling reports regularly on possible 
ISI activities in north Bengal. It now appears that despite the 
reports, the incident could not be prevented. 

It IS true that Siliguri’s location has made the town a haven 
lor outlawed mtlitant organisations. The town has internation¬ 
al boundary with both Nepal and Bangladesh. And Bhutan is 
not faraway. As per international treaties, anyone Irorn Nepal 
and Bhutan can enter into India and vice versa On the other 
hand, despite the vigil along the India-Bangladesh border by 
the B.SF, illegal immigration from Bangladesh goe.s on. 

Much of this illegal movement involves smuggling of con¬ 
traband goods from Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. Smuggl¬ 
ed foreign goods are sold in the open market. Being located at 
the crossroads, Siliguri is also a transit point for international 
smugglers, poachers and racketeers dealing in narcotic drugs. 

Given the scenario, it is not difficult for anyone to acquire 
sophisticated arms and explosives. Security agencies have 
hard intelligence on the clandestine arms bazaar in Siliguri 
According to sources, members of Assam’s outlawed groups 
often come down to Siliguri with their shopping li.st which fea¬ 
tures AK-47 rifles, carbines etc. which come from Nepal. 

Two years ago, the police had picked up three suspicious 
characters from Siliguri and .seized a brand new US-made car¬ 
bine along with pistols and ammunitions. But the three were 
mere couriers. The kingpin was never located and the enquiry 
was stalled reportedly at the behest of ‘some powerful politi¬ 
cal leader’ Despite the tell-tale evidence, the authorities, for 
reasons known to themselves, have not taken measures to dis¬ 
turb the apple-cart, 

There is no doubt that the Union home ministry had alerted 
the state government on ISI activities in north Bengal. It was 
pointed out that ISI agents \vould start subversive activities in 
the form of bomb blasts at different places, including Siliguri. 
It appeals that the Left Front government did not pay heed to 
the words of caution. 

On 4 January this year, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee told new¬ 
smen that he had definite information that ISI agents were try'- 
ing to disturb peace around Siliguri and that such plans were 
being made from Kathmandu A week before Bhattachaijee’s 
remark, the police airested 13 people for theii alleged links 
with the ISI. Among them were two local boys, Mohammed 
Nawab (25) and Mohammed Gulab (27). The rest weie Pak- 
htun money-lenders based in Siliguri. 

Later it was revealed that the main su.spcct, Sher Khan, was 
able to hoodwink the cops. Way back in 1995, the police in 
Bihai had arresicd Sher Khan for his suspected links with the 
LSI. Moreover, m December Ia.st year, a Bangladeshi named 
Abu Naser Ahmed was arrested in Calcutta for his ISI links. 
Abu incidentally moved to Calcutta from Siliguri. 

The blast in .Siliguri has brought to the fore an open secret; 
that even with timely intelligence, the police and the security 
apparatus in the state is woefully inadequate to stand up to 
organisations like the ISI. • 

IwmOuha/SUIguri 


UTTAR PRADESH 

Und me your ears 

Sonia Gandhi's speech at Varanasi was 
well received 

W as Sonia Gandhi silent on the Kurgil i.ssue becau.se 
she was looking for the right moment to speak out? 
And what could be a better occasion to raise the mat¬ 
ter than launching her party's election campaign? The meet¬ 
ing at Varanasi — the centre of Hindu learning — came in 
handy for the Congress president to give a fitting reply to the 
much hyped-up "foreigner" campaign against her. 

Speaking at the well-attended rally. Soma blamed a weak 
Centre for the goings-on along the LoC at Kargil. "Today, 
Pakistan has dared to penetrate into our land and is attempting 
to forcibly occupy our territory." she told the gathering at 
Varanasi’s Benia Bagh ground. She also issued a warning to 
Pakistan: "Let it be known to all that whatever be the differen¬ 
ces with our political rivals over domestic issues, we are all 
one on the question of India’s unity and prestige " 

To make it clear to the BJP that she was tn no mood So give 
the party a clean chit, Sonia went on to add; "We have several 
questions to ask on Kargil. but we will do so at an appiopnate 
time; and we will see to it that this government replies to these 
que.stions." No doubt, for the Congress, Kargil is going to be a 
key election issue 

Her emphasis on "we all are Bharatw asts" was a subtle mes 

Waitii^for Ptiiter 

A PIL challenges the police version 
about the disappearance of a 
M-year-old boy in Siliguri 

W hen Pinter Yadav <14) and his cousin Manjit Gowala 
(9) look a bus from tticir awth Bengal village to Sili¬ 
guri town on 5 May, they thought they weie going to sec a 
movie and have a good time. But honor movies seldom 
show such violence as they wtmt through. And worse, Pin¬ 
ter never came back to his widowed modter. 

What happened to him? A puWic-intCTest petitiem filed 
by Tapas Chakravsity, general secretary of the Associa¬ 
tion for Protection of Democratic Rigtds (APDR), has ras¬ 
ed this question befewe die Calcutta Hi^ Court, On 23 
lunc, a Division Bench comprismg Chief Justice Satyato- 
ta Sinha and Justice M.H>S. Ansari directed die superini^n- 
rteit of police, EfeBgieeling district, and the - 

m^wge, Ihadhtmtiagar outpost, to submit affidavHs 
within two weeks in this regard. 

The police was not being dragged into this case sij^y 
becau.se they had failed to trace a minor and ensure hialiilcu- 
rity even after six weeks of his disappearance, ttis, tb fad, 
the podice who were accused of denning Piattf illcgatty. 
and totturiog him—his fimtily is now idmpsit resign^ to 
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sage to the BJP that on the question of nation's security and 
integrity, she was fully behind the very government whose 
leaders had accused her of being a "foreigner". 

Tlie message seems to have gone down well with the crowd 
which had gathered despite the infighting in UP Congress. 
"What a shame it was to table such a woman as foreigner," 
observed Gyanwati, a 65-year-old Congress enthusiast who 
had come from the outskirts of Varanasi. "Please tell me. by 
what logic is Sonia Gandhi still a foreigner? .She had been mar¬ 
ried on this soil for nearly 30 years, she wears Indian clothes, 

GAINING GROUND: Sonia Gandhi at the Varanasi rally 



the painful thought-r-to de«tli/ 
la this gewy tragedy, the <wJy .yvitness who is foitheom- 
ing till now is Manjit. The soquwBe <rf«vents, reconstruct¬ 
ed on the basis of his accoum. is like this. 

Soon after the two boys got dCWR at the Tenzing Norgay 
bus stand, Siiigari, dtey wete accosted by two plaittclo- 
thesmen with lathis in dteir hands. They asked the kids' 
why they were loitering around, and without waiting for 
answers, accused them of bdi^ dieives. 


t«RE TODAY, (KMETOMOffiQ^ Yadov 



she thinks about this nation like any other Indian and, above 
all. she speaks our language quite well," a.sked Gyanwati’s 
young daughter Sushma. 

There was a marked improvement in Sonia’s diction and 
speech delivery. She was also making no bones about launch¬ 
ing her party’s election campaign from Varanasi. Apart from 
raising the question of a "weak Centre", Soma did not miss the 
opportunity to tell the crowd that the Congress alone was in a 
position to take the nation out of its ills by providing India 
with a stable and strong government, 

Even as the question of "real success" of the rally is being 
hotly debated in Congress circles — particularly by UPCC 
president Salman Khurshid’s detractors—political observers 
do not see a silver lining in Sonia’s visit to Varanasi. If the 
idea was to woo the Brahmins and Muslims—who dominate 
the population of this ancient Hindu city—the Congress pre¬ 
sident surely succeeded in striking a new chord with them. 

Thanks to UPCC president Salman Khurshid, she was urg¬ 
ed to unveil the statue of the late Kamlapati Tripathi, Varana¬ 
si’s one-time stalwart. Though held in high esteem by the 
city's large Brahmin population, no one had thought, in all 
these year:,, of installing Tnpathi’s statue in the city. 

" Soniaji ’ s forays into UP are bound to make all the differen¬ 
ce; the more she tours the neglected parts, the more we would 
gain." feels Khurshid. Sonia’s schedule seems to suggest she 
IS keen on concentrating on eastern UP. Her rally on 28 June is 
•scheduled at Mau which is barely 80 km from Varanasi. Mau 
belongs to one of the poorest areas in UP. If Sonia can lire the 
imagination of the.se people, Congress can hope to regain a lot 
of political ground, ceded to the BJP on the Kargil issue. • 
Mhtuwt Frmdhan/Vtnuuul 

"ntey were taken to fto 

and given a good thrashing. Allhb^ the one 

left to watch the violence few ftie older ^ri>> 
ther got it rather heavy. Twk» in dte jaretenoe of 
Pinter was kicked and beaten With la^. Aa h 
started vomitting blood and fbU steion^y iQ< 

That was the iiwt time Maiutt sawfdm. The younger boy 
wa.s subsequently taken on a scooter by twopotteemefl to 
the Siliguri police stactmt and iodted tip. 

Meanwhile, as the chil^ken #4 oed mm*, theft ft^ty 
members became wodiedL mothers imd 
ther went to Siltguri to search for ftiem, teid after running 
from piHar to post, ihscovmd yowig Miw# at the Si%jfti 
thaoa lock-up. They got lam !ieleated" Wtih Ae help of a 
court clerk on 11 May. 

But there was no trace of Pinm. The policemen the 
outpost and ther/mnagaVe the family members varioas sto¬ 
ries at various times. Initially, tocy just denied any know¬ 
ledge of the boys. Then they said ^ kids had been brought 
with injuries to the outpost by some unidentified ’pet^le', 
who were ‘advised’ by tlie police to take them to ahos^tal. . 
Even as Manjit was found at the Siliguri thtma lock-up, Pin¬ 
ter's guardians were told to look for hftn at.polke stettons 
as far away as Kishanganj and Pnmea. 

As young Manjit fries to grapple with his ttmm, Pn- 
m’s family members wait anxiously to see which version 
the police submit before the court. And whediet he ev« 
realms.* 

irnmtfmOam/Ctleiim 
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plot 

..... .ML.. 

It is time for Saasis to fade <mt 

W him it story ^arts going «>ur. irttng seems to be 
aWe to i^eve it. Necna fjuqpto's Sim/ts, one of 
Star’s premier soials (Mondays, 8.30 pm) is suffering 
from a strong case of enmii, and viewers are falling asl^ 
in heaps. When the plot ftwa-ssedon Gaatara, Th* Uftfaith- 
fnl Spouse, Priya. The Wronged Wife, and Manisha. The 
Other W<»han, there was always isome diing going on and 
even the sub-plots were interesting. 

B« BOW the serial sedms to have gone into a stage of ter- 
mina) decline. ARer'weeksof dithi^g. when Priya agre¬ 
ed to let Oautam back in her life, we were relieved. When 
they decided to go back to their house with the kids, we 
were elated. But just as the suitcases were being packed, 
Manisha decided to throw a manic fit and lose her marbles 
adtotg widi Iw baby. So now Gautara is back to holding her 






OUT ^U8: WeerM GHpto in S^s 
hand, and we've been left clutching our heads. 

It’s all getting too dull,The first time Gautam enrad and . 
was forgiven, it set the serial going. Tllie next time, it was a 
■mart twist in the tale. When it hi^peoed a riiird tinto it was 
«bitmttdt.Nowyoo wonder whether NeenaG^rtahis got 
herself stuck in agioove and doesn’t larow how to extrie*-. 
teimelf,' ' ■ ■ f. 

ft might be better for Satms to ptnik op lo toat 
can concentre aft her energies on hto lOdtor sethd, 

. (Fridays. 8,3&{mr} 
toond^ago, fauthas never been asgr^fiaias^ 
htititftla]^. ' •'i Vl?, 

; ha bM more men 
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TRIPURA 

Yours truly 

A letter to Sonia Gandhi may prove costly 
for the state Congress 

W ith a .senior leader of the Tripura Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) raising doubts over the credenti¬ 
als of Soma Gandhi as a prime ministerial candidate, 
the poll prospect of the stale’s mam Opposition party for the 
forthcoming three-tier Panchayat elections has received a 
severe jolt. 

In a letter to Sonia Gandhi on 7 June, TPCC general .secreta¬ 
ry Ratan Lai Nath observed: "People are increasingly becom¬ 
ing convinced that the demand voiced by Sharad Pawar, P. A. 
Sangma and Tariq Anwar are legitimate and right for the pro¬ 
tection of India’s interest which is always threatened by for¬ 
ces operating from within and outside." Nath, who is also an 
All India Congress Committee (AICCi member, added "We. 
therefore, suggest that you gracelully accept the demand for 
amendment ol the Constitution to ensure that ihe posts ol Pre¬ 
sident, vice-president and Prime Minister are oct upied by 
only natural-bom Indians and include Ihe .same in the Con¬ 
gress manifesto to be released before the ensuing general 
elections." 

Nath has pointed out that the Congress was indulging in 
"semseless polities of expulsion" in the north-east where 
leaders like P. A .Sangma and B.B. Dutta, who aic held in hp’h 
esteem becau.se of theii political cxpciicncc an<l unblerni.shed 
record as dedicated Congressmen, were expelled w'ithoiit 
debating the issue they were as.sociatcd with "These expul¬ 
sions have set in tnolion a chain of reactions which is going lo 
have disastrous consequences in the parly in the region." he 
said. 

B.B Dutta, foi msiancc, had been the founder general secre¬ 
tary of the north-east Congress Coordination Commiltee 
since 1978 But ho was issued a show-cause notice, giving 
him a seven-day deadline to resign. He was, however, expell¬ 
ed the very next day along with four othei ministers who had 
Ireen served the same notice. This was not the way a senior 
leader deserved to be treated, it was felt. 

Towards the end of the letter, Nath said: "We have nothing 
against you personally. We are your well-wishers and admi¬ 
rers. But in a situation such as this, honesty demands that we 
tell you the truth. Do not behave the way a bunch of sychoph- 
ants around you are behaving now, only lo abandon you later." 

The letter kicked off a controversy when Nath’s detractors 
within the party got to lay their hands on a copy of the "confi¬ 
dential letter" and gave it to the press. The TPCC president 
took serious exception to the letter and wrote to the AICC say¬ 
ing that it was in the best interest of the party to expel Nath for 
at least six years. But, interestingly, no action has so far been 
taken against him despite TPCC’s recommendations. 

Nath, meanwhile, is confident that with his hold over grass¬ 
roots and secondary-level Congress workers in Tripura, the 
party will never let him down. "I am a Congress activist and 
even if I am expelled from the party I will continue lo remain 
within the party as I have no intention to join any other party," 
Nath told Sunday. • 

Kuatmlm Chmlamboity/Agaitalm 
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ARIES 1 

1 LEO 1 LIBRA 

1 SAGITTARIUS 


(21 Mcirrh-20 April) 

L ittle itr no effort will be 
requited on your pari foi 
things to work out just as you 
had hoped You should now 
stand back and allow esenls 
totollow their natural 
coui>c Keeiitiasel toa 
miniinuni Phone calls and 
leltei s can be just as elTectis e 
as personal \isits Romance 
may be disappoinling 

iTAURUS 


I (2! Apiil-2(> Mli\) 

E sira time given to 

occupational at Ians will 
give personal resoiiices a 
boost fry attending to 
maintenance |obs aiound the 
home Y(>u w ill be skillerl at 
do-H-\ouise II opciaiioii'. 
Take a Iriend along il \ouaie 
making costl\ puichases loi 
you may be cairied away by 
appearances and fail to see 
Haw c 

GEMINI 


21 Mii\ 2()Juni') 

I I will he templing to waste 
valuable time in idle 
chattel and unnecess aty 
conversations 't'ou should 
ensuie that youi lime and 
energy are put tc' more 
constructive use There is 
probably plenty to be getting 
on with You will feel more 
pleased foi clearing jobs and 
chores than m wasting time 

CANCER 


(21 June-20 Jiil\) 

C haos can reign supreme 
unless someone decides 
to inlluence the situation in 
the office foi the better. It 
would be best d you take the 
^ initiative to do so Outings 
with loved ones can be 
delightful. Feelings can be 
expressed in words as well 
as actions. 


(21 Jul\-20Augiiii) 

I I IS unwise to let curiosity 
get the bcttei ol you. You 
must respect the pi ivacy of 
other people You may couil 
resentment if you inleiteie in 
othei people's tmaneial 
aflairs Keep youi ioveol 
mateiial things m 
peispective Olhei people’s 
propelly may be exeit loo 
stiong a hold o\ei you. 


(21 Seplemher-2() October) 

Y OU need to standback 
and view current 
concerns, undeilakings and 
relationships at aim's 
length. There is a gieat 
danger ol not being able to 
sec the W'oods foi the trees il 
you continue to grapple at 
close quarters w ith youi 
problems Don't make 
matters woise by making 
heavy-handed gestures. 



VIRGO 


(21 A uxust-20 Srpreoihei) 

A ny additional money 
that comes your way is 
best lodged in a savings 
account You should do all 
you can to minimize 
unnecessary spending 
Youngsters can be in a 
mischievous iiUHid. They 
can be in trouble unless they 
are channeled into 
constructive act. vibes. 


SCORPIO 


(21 0( tober 20 Noveitiherl 

I I won't be easy to gel 
around people by using 
llattery or othci emotional 
ploys Be more 
straightforward from the 
start. Be wary of leading 
potential romantic parlncis 
on if you ate not serious 
about them Mates or 
spouses may pour cold water 
on your plans 


(21 November-20 December) 

U nexpected 

developments may 
leave the way wide open for 
you to make some extra 
cash Business as.siK'iates 
may. be utilizing craft and 
cunning It won't be easy to 
mak< a meaningful 
impiession on inllucntial 
people They may 
ignore the suggestions or 
requests you are making 

CAPRICORN 


(21 Dei enihcr-20 Jiinuun l 

T his IS not the time foi 
jumping in where angels 
tear to tiead. Wait to sec 
what moves othci jxtople 
make. Situations need to be 
)iidged very caierully before 
you play youi cards, 
t'row'ded places may gel you 
dow'ii nowadays. Anangc to 
take w'ork home if you 
cannot concentrate at your 
work place 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Jimuary-20 Fehruari) 

I t IS best to steer well clear 
of pio\ ocativc statements 
or subjects that aie likely to 
stir up resentment People 
may protect themselves m 
\ loleni and unpredictable 
ways it they led that you aie 
getting at them It is a lime 
when your sense of tact and 
diplomacy c.in help you 
avoid trouble 


PISCES 


(21 Frhiuon 20Mar<h) 

P eople to w'huiii you look 
lor help and support can 
be far from cooperative. It is 
unw'ise to place high 
expectations on intiuenlial 
people Youi business 
acumen and financial skills 
can come in for stiff 
criticism from bankers or 
rmaneiei's. 
































Focus: UP 

■ In two years, Uttar 
Pradesh is going to be 
the focus of the World 
Bank's attention. 

UP has promised to under¬ 
take a massive restructuring 
programme to enable it to 
get aid from the Bank for 


HEARD IN NEW PjEUiB • 

■ Why 

A BUREAUCRAT IN THE PMD, OSiHEAftWG 
THAT Y.V. REDDY, DEPUTY QOVERNOR Of 
THE RSI, MIGHT BECOME FINANCE 
SECRETARY 



several projects. Chief mini- 
.ster Kalyan Singh is making 
serious efforts to reduce fis¬ 
cal deficit, increase revenue 
and ileccntrali.se financial 
decisions. After he’s done all 
this, the World Bank wants 
to turn UP around 
The only problem is that 
UP’s accounts are in a mess 
and the Bank finds that many 
figures don't add up. It is hop¬ 
ing that elections arc held 
soon and a political structure 
is in place so that the money 
It wants to pump into the 
state can be recovered. 


Blooming hopes 

■ A new air- 
conditioned Rower 
market near the New Delhi 
airport is raising hopes of the 
floncultunsts. 


Kalywi SliMfii: will the 
Worid Bank help? 


The market, to be set up 
with Israeli assistance, will 
display fruits and vegetables 
from all o\'cr India. This is 
cheerl'ul news foi a sector 
beset with problems. Last 
yeai, .T1 fionculture units 
across the counii^ closed 
down because of unviability. 
India IS the only country 
which laces a 9 5 per cent 
duty in the European Union 
for fresh cut flowers 

Floriculturists are the only 
ones who want declassifica¬ 
tion from being called an 
industry T hey want agricul¬ 
ture status so that they can 
avail of las and esport 
benefits, 

Indian I lowers arc 24 per 
cent more expensive than 
others across the world, 
because ol taxes, transporta¬ 
tion piubleiiis and high inter¬ 
est talcs 


CHECK-LIST 


Indian hanks: a downward spiral 

■ State Bank of India: Net profits went down by 44 
per cent in the country's largest commercial bank, because 
of the expenses on account of the Resurgent India Bonds, 
wage hikes and bad loans to industry, i e. non-performing 
assets (NPA) 


■ Bank of India: Reported a 44 pei cent drop in 
profits mainly because of increase in wages and NPA. Also, 
the bank had sold overseas property last year which 
swelled its profits So the figure had to come down this year. 


■ Bank of Baroda: Along with financial institutions 
had lent money to industries in sectors like steel, textiles 
and chemicals This had added to its NPA Mutual fund 
businesses also added to losses. Still Bank of Baroda is 
better off than many others 

■ Indian Ovaraaaa Bank: Profits went down by 51 
per cent because of wage bills and NPA in the form of loans 
to textile industries. 


1 


Tempting 

providence 

■ What is it with mini¬ 
sters in the economic 
ministry? At least two of 
them had a close brush with 
death last week. 

Finance minister Yashw- 
ant Sinha was returning from 



Yashwant Sinha: 0wat 
awapa 

Patna when his aircraft colli 
ded with another alter com¬ 
ing in to land. He had a provi¬ 
dential escape. 

Two days later, petroleum 
minister Vazhappadi Rama- 
inurthy was travelling to 
Madras and his aircraft deve¬ 
loped a snag The flight had 
to land in Nagpur amid tcch- 



V. RamaiiMfthy: kiek WM 
onhtonM* 

meal difficulties and passen¬ 
gers had to stay there for 
several hours before another 
aircraft could be turanged, • 
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RANDOM NOTES 




list 

: £{iidv,-it w»M' 

Idt'list. ' 

Ltfu N«th 4Bd 

tiiree other Ctn^gr^ ka(iet» 
v/cte dqKited to visit Kargtl 
as pan of a Coogtess delega¬ 
tion. So JTtladn Pras^ 



NwmiI NaMi: rotiuiiMlaafoly 

relumed from Shahjahanpur 
where he had been holi¬ 
daying, and boarded Nath’s 
helicopter along with Ahm¬ 
ed Patel and Bakam Jhakher. 
Dressed in jeans and swca- 
tci-s, the team (according to a 
sycophant eager for a ticket 
from Jammu, looked ’just 
like ieenage.r.s’1. 

However, when this 
group of overgrown teena¬ 
gers returned to Delhi, they 
switched to their kuita- 
pyjamas and went to c^l on 
the Congress president. 
With the ordeal b^ind him, 
a cheerful Nath bounded into 
10 Janpath and assured 
Sonia that they had returned, 
safe and sound, "rmsure Sal¬ 
man Khurshtd must have 
suggMted Jitendra Prasada's 
name and Madhavrap Spin- 
dia must have put jn my 
name," he said Adding, 
"But you caii tell them it did¬ 
n’t work." 


Even Sonia Gandhi had to 
laugh atthm one. 


tsISUNDAYd lOJulylWS 



HEARD IN THE AICC 

This Is Just tha Lai before the 
storm. 

A CONGRESSMAN ON BHAJAN LAL'S THREAT 
TO SABOTAGE A BANSILAL GOVERNMENT IF 
THE CONGRESS ENTERED INTO AN ALLIANCE 
WITH BANSI 


Azadqiam^ing? 

At AretwntConfpmpnMS 
omfemwe in HydereluH}, 
Shiv'^IHuutliar's soh Sodhir 
orgai^iaed Youth Con^ss 
wo^mto shout slogans hai¬ 
ling ^liv Shankar’s role. 

Ohotam Nahi Azad made 
smne eaosdc remarks about 
Shiv Shankar. Shiv Shankar 
wastedno time at idl in retali¬ 
ating and Said that the C<m- 
gres.s was carrying die burd- 
(tf all die peof^ who 
came with big proimses and 
did nothing about thenl 
Meanw^, the slogan 
shouting bad become so loud 
and insistent that the press 
conference was ^ost call¬ 
ed olThalfway. 



't quarrel 

Why are P. Shiv Shan 
kar and Ghulatn Nabi 


State Congress units: who’s fighting 
whom 


a Madhya Pradesh: Digvijay Singh still has at 
least one faithful acolyte—Kamai Nath. But the fight is stHl 
between a badly damaged Arjun Singh and chief minister 
Digvijay Singh, We're tiappy to report that Ihe Shukia 
brothers don't seem to be playing a role In CotmtesS 
politics in Madhya Pradesh—which me»i8 there Is one 
conflict less. 


a 0>elM: Shieia Dikshit is trying to hold her own apinst 
tha traditional Delhi Congress leaders—and some BJp 
ones as well, for M,L. Khurana andH,K.k Bhagatseem to 
be working in close tandem. 


a tfttar PraMhish: Everyone is fighting aveiyoneelse. 
Salman iChurshid and Jitendra Prasada. onos such 
friends, are slugging it out,. And the gairkrooldd be n.D. 
Tiwad who could bring the upper csffite vdiesiothe; 
Cprtj^ees. , ‘ ‘ 


a liqaathaii: Chief minister AshokQehlot and Birija 
Vyas are at each other’s throat—so much so Pat Sonia 
Gandhi’s visit to Rajasthan had to be called off because 
Vyas invited her to the state without consuhing Gehlot who 
knew nothing about the trip. 


wMN'Aimi 

No one can figurdout why 
the two quarrelled. Maybe 
proximity to Sonia Gandhi is 
one reason. 


CaWaton emiraa 

■ tf central leadersquar- 
rel, can state leaders 
be far behind? The Andhra 
Pradesh Congress Commit¬ 
tee (APCC) diicf, Y.S. Raj. 
Shekhar R^dy (YSR) and 
the Congress , Legislature 
Party chief N. Janardhan 
Reddy (NJR) have been on a 
collisicai coure for a long 
time. Tilings have come to 
such a pass that the two have 
announced they’re going to 
undertake separate election 
tours to campaign for the 
Congress. 

Tfre real break came when 
NJR was not allowed to 
speak at the Sonia Gandhi ral¬ 
ly at Rajahmundry organised 
by YSR, allegedly owing to 
a ‘communication gap’. So 
NJR announced his own elec¬ 
tion tour of Telangana to 
which MLAs owning allegi 
ance to YSR were not 
invited. In retdiation. YSR 
has organised his own little 
three week election cam¬ 
paign trip—to which NJR’s 
supporteis are not called. 

MLAs are confused 
because they don’t knovV 
whose campaign to join: 
And with this state of affairs, 
the Congres.s expects to 
sweep Andhra lYadesh in tiie 
forthcoming elections! ♦ 

























DIARY 


■ Oeo^ "f^rnandes 
rtMV hsve^rown up 
enough to give up cam¬ 
paigns to cha^ MNCs out of 
indiat espfcMy Coke and 
Pq)$l Butiiettontinues to be 
tmcoti^tfo^smg about his 
persdnal hai>it$.. 

He was invii^ to a televi¬ 
sion recording of an inter¬ 
view last week. The canteen 
in die studio had run out of 
,tolk, so the guests were serv- 


HEARD IN THE NORTH BLOCK 

Q: Why Is Hary«i« imlla’s mo^ 
rsiiglous slats? 

A: Bscauss thsy havs a Bhalan, 
thay havs a BansI andthay have 
anOm. All they naadnow is an 
Aarti. 

A BUREAUCRAT 



(aCakaaadaapai 

ed black coffee. 

When he. was hatided his 
bltfestie glass, he held it 
gingerly, peering into it. 
Then he shiffed it suspicious¬ 
ly and asked: "NVhat is this? 
Pepsi or Coke"? Only when 
told apologetically that it 
Was neither, just black cof- 
fbe. did t^mandes take bis 
first sip. 

Thw's praxis for you. 


has an unbeatable image. 

The party knows exacUy 
why sugg&sticms are 
made. It has everyth¬ 
ing to do with the fact that 
Satata is cemsidered a 
‘dnong’ seat for the Natiunal- 
i^C<togrcs$ Party. In the la.st 
Lok Sabha, it wa.s held by a 
descendent of Shivaji’s fami¬ 
ly, Aldiay Singh Bbonsaie, 
who is in Pawar’s camp now. 
The high command know.s 
dim those who arc 'offering' 
Scindia this seat have only 
consideration; tiiat die 


RofMshShariim tme: an update 

■ Tha atoiy sa ftot Roitiesh Sharma was arrested 
and charged wdh a slew of crimes, tanging from fraud to 
extortion. Hewasalsodi^edw{^beingafront'rriank)r 
Oawood Ibrahim. ■ . ■ 



rat 
connection 

■ The Congress high 
command is geuing 
helpful suggestions from its 
■Madhya ^desh unit. One 
of'them is that Madhavrau 
Scindia could be moved 
from Gwalior to Saiara, 
Maharashtra, to take on Sha- 
md Pawar. The argu^lc^ll is 
-ilhat is a Maratha, 

‘spN^lifftrathi fluently, tmd 


■ TIm MW tf i ai i lwi iMil Hi. Among the marty cases, 
he was charged with t^vjhtgfrObeaa farmhouse 
belonging to M.K. Sidibn, king. SuUia bled to get 

the farmhouse batA 1^ ft^ ami ^rma dtreraed from 
jail, that security be slegpad up. He also sent for his 
nephew, Surinder. 


■ TiM twld In thnlnll; He sent his girtfrtend 
Kunjam Budhlraja to perform during nsvmi Kunjam 
was murdered in tN farmhouse athigedly by some (ri the 
persons staying thereto ^rotecf iBte fiutnhotlse. 


■ 8liaMa’nMt(KittKui^'5towrai,$|w 
copioiraty andiatd radhanghto mtttwf^to 
had'married'Kunlun. 


him to have Kur^ munMred. 



MdAmvird S^hMRtti wlH 

ImeMittMtfnHii 

Sartam? 

'Congress' should win this 
seal. But no one is taken in 
by this unexpected display 
of loyalty for Scindia and the 
party. The irony of the situa¬ 
tion is that Pi'al.aprao Bhon- 
sale, the Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress Commit¬ 
tee leader, is also frtMn Sata- 
ra.Thcgeneral opinion is that 
he can’t win this seat. 

There is a chance that 
Maharaj might shift from 
Gwalior. But it won't be to 
Satara 


Dross ccnsciouc 

■ It began with his ele¬ 
gant. blow-dried hair, 
elevator heels fol¬ 
lowed. Now Jairam Ramesh 
has undergone a total sartori¬ 
al transformation. 

Gone arc the knee-lotigtit 
Fablndiakurtas. Itistheyup- 
pie look which is in these 
days. Take a cue from 
Ramesh — pleated linsn. 
trtmsers with sharp crease 
apd anderstated It^ ait^ 
tAiott.Peeved ,8h|^' 

tommy, -till 
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NADEEM: AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 




Understanding 
the politics of 
the captaing 
of the Indian 
cricket team 
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rC OVERS^fORY 

Can they save Indian cricket? 

Understanding the politics of the captaincy of the Indian 
crickci team 


INTERVIEW 


'Because I was a 
successful Muslim’ 

The reason why Nadeem feels he 
has been persecuted 




[tigWSWATtil 

On the warpath 

Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee attacks Pakistan and 
his politick opponents at a rally 
in Patna 



























Scramble for 
power 


T 'hc cover story Front 
facade (27 June—3 July) 
nuidc a clelighttui reading. It 
has been rightly pointed t)ui 
that it Pawar and Co manage 
to gel more than 30 seals, 
lliey can bargain 1'or ttie top 
job Itself- Bflt m a parly 
where there are more prune 
ministerial candidates than 
party workers, one can easily 
understand the resultant 
chaos. 

Evidently, Shaiad Pawar 
wants to become PM and 
that IS why he severed ties 
with the Ctnigress on flini.sy 


grounds and formed a new 
party. Similarly, Sangma has 
his own plans loo. Otherwi¬ 
se, why would he leave Ins 
old job as Speaker^ 
Muiayani Singh Yadav also 
made no secret about his 
prime niinisienal ambitions 

Indian electorate must use 
their gumption before cleci 
ing these power-cra/y 
leaders 

Ktran Khare, Indore (Madh ya 
Pradesh) 

■Maiatha strongman has 
both the Congress and the 
Sena-BJP alliance wonicd 
in Mahaiashtra. Paw;ir won 
the lust round in the battle 
lor supremacy when 4*' ot 
the 77 Congress legislators 
pledged Iheir loyalty to the 
Nationalist Congress Parly 
(NCP). 

Pawar has buili a solid 
base toi himsell during his 
exile from the C'ongrcss bet¬ 
ween 1978 and I9K.‘> His 
political calculations aie 
accuratc. With Pawar finally 
finding his backbone, the 
NCP will pose a Ihieai to the 
western Maharashtra, a tiadi 
tionaily Congress domain. 
Rita Gael, Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 


Suicidal 

obses sion 

I n his at tide, Puk perfidy 
(2(1 - 26 June), the writer 
has rightly |X)inted out that 
as far as our waning neigh¬ 
bour IS concerned, our coun¬ 
try has failed to learn from its 
past mistakes. And, therefo¬ 
re, history keeps re[K'atiiig 
ii.sell too often. If Pakistan 
has been catching us oft 
guard with its repeated incur 
sioiis into our territory, it is 
our gullibility rather than 
ineptitude that is to be bla 
rned. Every time Pakistan 
has been humbled by India, 
it pretends to dole out an 
olive branch which inevilab 
ly turns out to be poison ivy 
Albeit impoverished, it simp 
ly can’t get ovei its lathei sui¬ 
cidal obsessions of annexing 
the embattled stale ol Kash¬ 
mir. When all its jrievious 
attempts laded, it re.soited to 
invoking insurgency in the 
stale and perhaps feeling 
emboldened enough with the 
helpol the Kashmiii Mujahi¬ 
deen, plotted and phuined 
the Kaigil incuision 

The bittci truth is that the 


Pak incursion is an extension 
of the double games played 
between the civilian authori¬ 
ty and the anny with the lat¬ 
ter invanably emerging vic¬ 
torious and making a farce ot 
the elected government Is it 
any siirjirise then that Paki¬ 
stan tends to become war- 
happy at the cost of being • 
diplomatically isolated in 
the world today' 

NaUni Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 


Indian by 
choice_ 

W hen the columnist says 
that Eiji has recently 
elected an Indian Prime 
Mimslei, he fail:, lo inform 
the leaders that 'he (orefa- 
ihei' ot the pieseni Fiji PM 
migiulcd to f'i)i more than 
KKI ytai^ ago and the Pimie 
Minister was born and 
brought up III that counlrs 
IP.I O , sO May -.“i June) 

For all purposes, Fiji was his 
motherland. This cannot be 
said ol Soma Gandhi, who 
till reccnl past (1983) was an 
Italian citi^’en. Khushwant 
Singh has recorded that at 
some point of lime (alter San- 
jay’s death) both Rajiv and 
Sonia had decided to leave 
India lor good. This shows 
the amount of loyally Soma 
had towards India. 

riie columnist forgot lo 
mention that world's oldest 
democracy does not pennii 
anybody else except the nalu- 
rali.scd citizens of IIS A from 
becoming the President of 
USA And the columnist 
couldn't write anything bet¬ 
ter because he is ever grate 
fill lo Soma lor his present 
job in Congress head¬ 
quarters in New Delhi. 

S.S. Saksana, New Delhi 


Thank you, 
SUNDAY 

H ats off to Sunday for 
bringing out an item 
(under Spotlight section) 


Sliarad Pawar: aiming for tlia top 
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headlined Music is the food 
of love (20 —26 June). Ali- 
^ .sha Chinoy has real ly 
brought laurels to India by 
her sweet voice. She has 
been my idol not only as a sin¬ 
ger but also as an individual. 
But, one thing really hurts 
me. Though Alisha Chinnoy 
has got the credit for the inter¬ 
national music awards for 
the album ‘Made in India', it 
was painful to know that Fil- 
mfare could not give a single 
award. Isn’t that amazing? 
Finally, you deserve special 
thanks for her photograph. 
Mllind D. More, Nashik 
(Maharashtra) 


i Change of guard 

I ndia has to find a successor 
who IS more forceful than 
A/haruddin who has had a 
good run as a captain (A::a' 
27 June—^ July) Change is 
the demand of the new mil¬ 
lennium The home of 



AzhwiHMIn: living on 
bonowMltlnio 


cricket has changed, the spec¬ 
tators have changed. Yet, we 
don't seem to change. We 
need someone very strong 
and confident at the helm. 
We need someone who can 
ensure closeness and push 


the team when the need 
arises. 

SamfrBagchi, SUigurl(Wast 
Bengal) 

ai 'he government of India 
and several business organi¬ 
sations announced innumera¬ 
ble prizes in the event of 
India winning the World 
Cup. But the soldiers who 
are sacrificing their lives at 
the Kargil sector and 
who might be honoured with 
a Param Vir Chakra posthu¬ 
mously, hardly get anything 
for their heroic job 
Sure, encouragement is 
necessary but not for a game 
which IS so well-established 
and which has been played 
in every lane by alniosi every 
Indian. More incentives are 
needed to motivate young 
sters into games like hadniin- 
Ifin, hiKkey etc. .Mso, in a 
welfare slate where the 
unemployed youth are not 
even granted an unemploy¬ 
ment dole. It IS criminal to 
waste so much money on 
cricketers who are earning 
enough through ads and 
endorsements 
Arun A. Kurkute. Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 

Blinkefed visio n 

T his rcfcis to the column 
headlined The Moopanm 
of Maharashtra (f>—12 



SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 
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ftdUfnmwnattM 


YttwanuttMaAmuKi 

Oi«s$ player 


Calcutta akyiina: City of Joy 

June). Tlic columnist found 
virtue in Jayalalilhu as his 
Congress party wants to for¬ 
ge an electoral alliance with 
her and try to gloss over her 
corruption chaiges by calli¬ 
ng M. Kaiunanidhi as the 
fathci of coiTuptioii 

That Jayalalitha has amas¬ 
sed huge wealth through loul 
means and wallows in luxu¬ 
ry is well-known Hei 
lilestyle doesn’t go along 
with fiC! utterances for the 
poor and downtrodden She 
could overshadow anybody 
with her pomp and show 
v.'hich come in handy to her 
because of hei cailicr reel 
life. 

Karunanidhi, on the othci 
hand, struggled throughout 
his life for the Oravidian 
movement 

V.S. Sankaran, Madurai (Tamil 
Nadu) 


ContrllxilM hy TatiM San. CUcuna (Waal Banfal) 


Wliat*8iiia 
n ame? _ 

T his relers to the sloi y i iilk 
of the town (21)- 2r> 
June). 1 heic is no need to 
change the name of Calcutta 
or any other city Already the 
change of name has taken 
place loi Bombay, Poona 
and Madras because o( regio¬ 
nal and political bias Oihei 
wise what was the need to 
change the popular names ' 
We have already seen the 
fate of regional politics, the 
offshoot of which is the coali¬ 
tion government at the C'eii- 
tre. It’s time we get rid of 
regional sentiment and think 
on broader pei.sjxjctive, 
Mahesh Kumat, New Delhi 

Teaching a 
iesson 


T he cover story When will 
II end"' (20—26 June) car¬ 
ry ing the interv iew s of woun¬ 
ded soldiers gave a boost to 
the morale of the Indian 
Airny fighting in Kargil. 

The military maiuxjuvre 
in Kargil has been codenam- 
edOpeiation Vijay, iiidical 
ing victory That is good for 
the morale of the defence sei 
vices as well as for the 
nation, m the dnve to evict 
the intruders from Indian ter¬ 
ritory acims the Line of Con¬ 
trol. It IS time India beat the 
enemy at his own game 
R. RamasamI, 

Thiruvannamalal (Tamil Nadu) 
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MILESTONES 


ANNOUNClOiby 

Shankersinh Vaghela, 
ex-Oujarat CM, the 
merger of his Rashtriya • 
Janata Party with the 
Congmss. The formal 
merger will be cm 17 July. 

APPOINTIDiArun 

Singh, former minister of 
state for defence in the 
Rtyiv Gandhi 
government, as special 

executive assistant to 
extesmal affairs minister 
Jaswant Singh. 

VOTBO: Amitabh 
Barchan. Bollywood 
superhero, the 
millennium’s 
greatest-cver star on 
stage or screen in an 
international pull of users 
, ofthc BBC’s Internet 
News Online service. 

The Angry Young Man 
of the 70s scored over 
legends like Lawrence 
Olivier, Alec Guinness, 
Charlie Chaplin and 
Marilyn Monroe. 

UffftO: by the Union 
Cabinet the ban on 
dealings with Celsius 
CorpOTation of Sweden, 
corporate successor of 
AB Bofors, to facilitate 
speedy supply of 
ammunition and spares 
for the 155*mm 
Howitzers, the army’s 
mainstay in the Kargil 
conflict. 

APPOfNTn>:Gautam 

ShtghaniaasMDof 

, Raymond LiiL Ac / 

''flagshipdif^Ss 
2,dOO-crur%Mymond 
, Group. 


SIGHTg^ SOUND 


. Bur ALWAYS 
-THANK YWi 



com Me 

AS^ 

VOUK 

OlPLOAAtS ?., 




“THANK VOO 
TdKTHE 
(ppcmmi 
towtwe 




WHO 5^ we aren't 



N Wi- ,ire seeing something very Indian, something very Gandliian, very ('hrisUan and i believe, 
soipelhmg tiuly amazing 

(j A R ^ A ( ' K K R M A N. US Dtiiuh uiik ( .infiti'wiiuin /'/.if'i'n; XiulHtlkin v "Hri, nii ah 

n aiiiiiir III liiiiiiilini; the Kiirail lII\i\ 

■ India IS .1 giant, sluggish elephant but the Pakistanis are lean and mean 

A S H I I S T I I I I S I .'S inilttary f\i>i‘il. an IihIili \ mU lln’cni < iniliin t/iiii nlhni ni ISiknlmii iiili inlci \ 
III Inliltf I'lr Ij>( 

H Nuclear weapons arc not meant to be kept on the shelf if security ot’ihe motherland is (hrcalciied 
Raja Z a I^A r r i. H a q. rcfi^umsajjiivs mmtsU't uf 


■ 1 will devote all my time and energy to 
realise our overriding objective to lead the 
Congress party to a resounding victory 
under the leadership of Mrs Sonia Gandhi. 

A R J U N S I N (i n. ewe mrmhri. ulli'i he uiiiimiiii i illhat lit 
wouldn 'l I iint€‘!,l the Lik Stihliu i lfi lioii\ 


■ I’ve never aspired to captaincy and am ready to play in any capacity. 

Sachin T r, N D C L K a R. acebuMmm 

■ People have suddenly rediscovered their Indianness. So if Nike says ‘Do it', with Zip Sip 1 say 
'Doodh it.’ It’s the in-thing to be desi now. 

P R a H I, A U K a K K A R. orf film-maker 

■ 1 always wanted to be either a dancer or an actress. Now that I am an actress, I am working to be 
a good one. 

S h K M .'\ B I S W' A S. who played ihe role of Phoiilan Devi in Baniin Queen 
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POWER OF INDIA 



JAWS: Srivastavpulls the 275-tonne tug 


H e stood alone on the piei\ a rive-fiHn-soniething 
frame in deep concentration Looked as if the 
slightly bent head was in hotline with the 
inilhon-stiong divine pantheon which inhabits 360 
degrees ol solid cosmos. He wanted theii blessings, 
yeah, loads ol them. His red jocks were secured tight 
round his waist with a sturdy band. The zah and velvet 
letters on the band read. Tiger of India. 

Between his teeth he held a milk-white piece of padd¬ 
ed cloth which was wiappcd around a half-inch-thick 
nylon rope. Tlie two ends of the rope, run ovei his 
.shoulders, were liet' to a 275-tonne tug from Calcutta 
Poit Trust. The mighty boat was bobbing merrily in the 
still water and the tiger was nuing to go. The white 1- 
shnt had the sponsor’s emblem which encouraged you 
to have strong teeth 

The couple of hundred people whti had gathered lell 
silent. They were waiting for the moment when from 
boiling depths raw energy would be suddenly unleash¬ 
ed and then steeled into superhuman kinesis. The 
stcxiky torso was now in rigid incline. The cuff muscles 
had gone taut. The shoes, wanting a firmer grip, dug 
into the ground. Veins sttrod on his forehead, they 
could explode any moment in a bloody spray, and his 
face was a deep-red flush. 

Then his arms went up as a hoarse, guttural wail rose 
from deep inside and suddenly, the rope went taut. The 
legs pumped backwards. Tlie tug didn’t budge. Again 
he lunged toi-ward. The 275-tonner got a nudge, its engi¬ 


ne on an idle whine He pulled again, straining against 
mass and inertia, this time a more concentrated effort. 
And then, it moved. 

The ship was inching closer like an obedient consort. 
Shouts of 7ni hajninghah rent the air, the' whirr of shut- 
lers played a ,->taccato beat as flashbulbs threw silver 
light on the mar pulling a ship with his teeth. 

Meet Krishna Gopal Srivastav. Adhunik Bheem 
(1 d9()), Adhunik Gama (1WI), Limca Book OfRetot- 
cts for towing a Boeing 737 at Palam Airport (1992), 
Limca Book for tow'ing a 110-tonne catamaran at Bom¬ 
bay (1996), Letlei of appreciation from the Guinness 
Book. Meet Knshna Gopal Srivastav: full-time power 
house, part-time sweet-shop owner from Datia, 
Madhya Pradesh. 

What’s his in.spiration? More than his faith m Baj- 
rangbali and suddh vegetarian diet, it’s his deep 
anguish when India loses a cricket match that makes 
him move mountains. It’s his own way of avenging the 
deieat and proclaiming, ‘Ea.st or West. India is the 
' ’ He’s the self-proclaimed brute foice reincarnate. 

• XT homegrown Hulk Hogan. 

Yet his gods deserted him two days later. He failed to 
pull an Airbus 320. The tarmac wasn't gttod enough 
The wheels were jammed and, as cynical critics snigge¬ 
red, that crucial nudge wasn’t there. 

Srivastav remains unfazed. He is planning to pull 
again. • 

touinbh SMi/Cafeiftta 


It’s Ills deep anguish when India loses a cricket match that makes him 
move mountains. It’s his own way of avenging the defeat 











j The G-8 can play a 
j positi ve role on ly if it 
j puts Pakistan in the 
i dock 


T he Group ot Kiglil comprises 
(’iinada,* Fiance. Germany, 
UK, Italy, Japan, Russia, the 
Uniteil .States aiul the Uuro- 
Itean ('omniission. 'I'lie idea of 
pioviding leaders of the world’s richest 
nations (G-7) with the opportunity of 
meeting informally, in a relaxed environ¬ 
ment, was conceived by Geiman Chan- 
celloi Helmut Schmidt and the French 
f’iesi(.lent Valery Giscatd D'Fstaiiig in 
l‘■)7-‘i At that time the Bretlon Woods 
system of fixed exchange rales had dism- 
tcgialed and the oil price shock had trig¬ 
gered a global recession 

The iirsi sunniiil was held at Ram- 
houillet, France, in ’VS D’Fstaing had 
earlier been the f 'lencli fmance minister 
and the G-7-— could well have been tci- 
med the golden seven - was initialed 
pill el y as an economic grouping 
Oiiginally the idea was to have only 
li'.e countries - Fiance, Germany, the 
I Ik, lapan and the US However, at that 
tune, the GNI’ ol the UK was less than 
that ot Italy. so Italy was brought m The 
l-I.S tell the giouping was too heasrly 
werghtcil iri favour of the Huiopeans and 
Ganada joined m 1976 and the H(' in 
1977 

'I he suiimnis and the communique 
aie prepared by liigh-ianking collabora¬ 
tors ol the leaders, who are called "Sher- 
pas" I'he G-8 docs not have a sccrcttiri- 
j| The picsideiity tcuiiently with Ger¬ 
many) IS loi a period of one year. The 
.Sherpas and the presidency take assistan¬ 
ce, when requiicd. foi data and informa¬ 
tion, Ironi the FCD, NATO and the 
O.Sf'F, The summils arc preceded by 
incelmgs ol the finance and foreign 
mniislei.s. 

The suinniits trf Rainbouillet (197.S), 
Fneitt) Rico (’76) and London (’77) 
mainly coiiceiitralcd on restoring a 
balanced growth of the world economy. 
The sinnmils ol Venice (’80), Ottawa 
(’81), Veis.'iilles anil Williamsburg (’82 
and ’83) were maiked by rcuclrons to the 
using tension' helweeii the Fiast and the 
Wcsi. In London (’84) terionsm was the 

toi.ns In Venice (’87) the concentration 

_ .. 


V.K. GROVER 




was on drugs, but the summits ol Toron¬ 
to (’88) and Paris (’89) again focused on 
thecoordination of currency and macroe¬ 
conomic policies. The summits of 
Houston (’90) and London (’91) explor¬ 
ed ways to bnng Russia into the new 
world order. Mikhail Gorbachev was 
invited to attend the final day of the Lon¬ 
don summit ad Russia was involved 
from 1991 or wards. 

Broadly ig, the G-7 remained 
primarily an ci.^.iomic grouping till the 
end of the Cold War. Russia was formal¬ 
ly admitted as a full member in 1997. 
Earlier it wa.s allowed to attend political 
discussions but did not participate m the 
economic forums. It became (Jifficult to 
ask Russia to leave the conference every 
time the discussion turned to economic 
subjects. Between 1991 and 1997 there 
was the format of the G-7 and the P8. 


K osovo marked the advent of the glo- .• 

bal political role the G-8 has now ■; 
assigned to itself. The NATO aetion in 
Yugoslavia had no international .sanc¬ 
tion and the G-8 replaced the UN Securi- I 
ty Council during the Kosovo crisis. ^ 

I’he G-7 or G-8 has been making state- ; 
ments on Kashmir for some time. They ’ 
have not been particularly favourable 
for India. The 1998 Binningham sum- i 
mit wa.s severely critical of our nuclear ‘ 
tests and called upon India to sign the 
NPT and the CTBT. They went as far as ' 
to say that "India’s relationship with 
each of us has been affected by these i 
developments". Their staiement was | 
made in-between the Indian and the | 
Pakistani nuclear tests ' 

The first balanced and constructive 
statement to come from the G-8 on Kash¬ 
mir was at the Cologne summit in June 

•UNOAYO-OJulyimS 









LE EIGHT 




The current favourite is Osarna bin 
Laden For once the US is not manufactu¬ 
ring an enemy. 

Laden, and what he stands for, arc a 
real threat not only to the West but to 
India as well. The Pakislan- 
Laden-Taliban nexus will 'remain the 
fountainhead for global Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist lerronsm well into the next 
century. We have paid little heed to 
Afghanistan and our p<ihcy towards the 
North-West needs a complete overhaul 
it we are to safeguard our national 
.security 

Unfortunately India has become 

The first constructive 
statement by the G-8 on 
Kashmir came at the 
Cologne summit in 
June. It called for the 
withdrawal of armed 
intruders, respecting 
the LoC and resumption 
of dialogue 


l‘>99. It called tor the aimed intruders in 
Kargil to be withdrawn, lor the 1 me of 
Control to be lullv '"especled :'.ik! for ihe 
resumption oi dialirgtie 
. It would be far lim naive to think there 
has been a great ch.ingt ot heart on the 
part of the US, which has been the main 
driving force behind this statement. Ger¬ 
many dralted the resolution and France 
and Russia supported it. The US as usual 
IS being dnven by self-interest. Both 
India and Pakistan are nuclear-weapon 
slates. The I IS knows fully well that con¬ 
trol ovei the nuclear trigger in Pakistan 
IS with the army and not with the civilian 
administration, and Pakistan’s misad¬ 
venture could turn into a catastrophe. 

Secondly, the US has always needed 
an arch-enemy oi villain. First il was the 
evil Soviet empire, then Saddam Hus¬ 
sein, and lately Slobodan Milo.scvic. 



Osama bln Ladan: aya on Kashmir 


much too sensitive on the question of 
internationalisation. The Kashmir issue 
has been internationalised since 1989 
when Paki.stan started its undeclared 
war. We should not confuse internation¬ 
alisation with mediation or a UN role. 
Since both India and Pakistan now have 
nuclear weapons, the international com¬ 
munity cannot remain silent it there is a 
possibility of a larger conflict. 

Clearly, any third-party mediation or 
a UN role is totally unaccpetabic to us. 
We cannot be blamed for taking this posi¬ 
tion. Nehru took Kashmir to the UN in 
1948 in good faith. Instead of asking 
Pakistan to vacate its aggression, the I’N 
started challenging .l&K's accession to 
India. Kashmir became a casualty ol the 
Cold War. In any case Ihe Shimla Agree¬ 
ment provides only for a bilateral resolu¬ 
tion of disputes. If we do not abide by it. 
any future agreement with Pakistan will 
have no sanctity either 

I f the G-8 thinks Pakistan is going to 
withdraw its intruders by heeding lo 
its pious sermons, it is sadly mistaken 
The Ci-8 will have to be renameil the 
Gulliblc-8, if It continues to remain 
under this impression. However, the 
G-8 statement on Kargil is welcmnc. 
whatever be the molivalion The fi-8 
can only play a positive role it il puls 
Pakistan squarely in the dock by impo- - 
mg punitive sanctions, bilateral and 
through intemalional rinancial institu¬ 
tions. If il looks for face-saving lormu 
las, there will be no early resolution of 
the conflict. 

However, the G-8 role must end once 
Pakistan has withdrawn lo its side ot the 
lx>C Any attempt to ask India and Paki¬ 
stan to resolve the larger J&K issue, will 
be counter-productive. Both countries 
have to return lo the bilateral process 
and there is national consensus on this 
issue 

It is rather distiessing that oiir main 
Gpposition parties arc more interested 
m blaming Ihe BJP for its failure rather 
than condemning Pakistan lor its agpes- 
sion and duplicity. The international 
community has clearly ivointcd the fin 
ger at Pakistan for starting the hostilities 
The first prionty should be to unite 
totally on Pakistan's delibcralc act tif rai¬ 
sing tensions in the region. The present 
government’s failure of intelligence can 
always be debated at length, once our ter- 
ntory has been vacated. • 


Th0 author reUmd as secretary, MFA. Qoverrnmr)t of India 





THE SOUTH BLOCK 

INDER MALHOTRA 


Coup d’etat 

Nawaz Sharif and the military establishment: heading for a showdown 


Both on the Kargil buttlcticlcl and tin- 
diplomatic front, things have been iiinv- 
ing fast and turious, A bit too tuiiuus 
and fast, one inighi say, judging lioni 
the hot-paced diplomacy, lornial as well 
as informal, in recent days. How-evet, at 
the time of wiitmg, there has been nc 
breakthrough of eithei kind hxcept, of 
course, for the fact that the Indian Army and the An 1 Oicc 
have continued to push back the Pakistani inv aders and niai an 
ders from the strategic heights they have occupied 

Even so. It would be both naive and WTong to believe that 
the brazen violation of the l.oC can be undone w'llhni a lew 
days or weeks It is going to be a long haul Expectations of 
the Nawaz .Sharil government being wise enough tocut the los¬ 
ses and withdraw the Pakistani troops and mercenaiy |ehad- 
ists have almost certainly been dashed. The US has doubtless 
"leaned heavily" on the Pakistanis to undo the niisclnet they 
have committed Only then can Iheic be a rev iv al ol the Laho¬ 
re process aimed at settling peacefully all issues, including 
Kashmir. But this has not worked. 

Nor, interestingly, has Nawaz Sharif's personal disappoint¬ 
ment with China which, contrary to his expectations, has ni.im- 
tained a stance of "neutrality" between JndM and Pakistan. 



and reaffirmed its call to both countries to resolve the Kash¬ 
mir question through peaceful bilateral negotiations Bei¬ 
jing’s warning that continuing or escalating conflict would 
result in unwelcome ' Western intervention' could not have 
been clearer. This has to be viewed, howcvci, togcthei with 
the four agreements signed during Nawa/'s abuiptly truncal 
cd sojourn in China. These, especially the one f or the |oml pio 
duction of the .S-7 warplane, are vital for strengthening 
Pakistan's capacity to defend itself. It is usually foigotlen 
that, quite apart from the Chinese help to Pakistan’s nuclear 
and missile programmes, 80 per cent of Pakistan's conventio¬ 
nal weaponry is of Chinese origin 

Under these circumstances, one must rejeci the witlely- 
held view that the sudden shortening of Nawa/'s six-day, 
meticulously-planned China visit was caused by his dismay 
with the response to Kargil and Kashmir by his hosts. No 
Pakistani leader can possibly behave petulantly towards his oi 


her country’s staunchest, most durable and equally reliable 
ally. At the same time, Islamabad must know that, like any 
other great power, China is bound to have several diffeicnt 
layers to its policy. .Some of these are sometimes bound to be 
contradictory. 

In any case, as Harvey .Stockwin has reported in The Times 
of India, the Pakistani Pnrne Minister was looking distmught 
even before his talks with top Chinese leaders began Possibly 
he had got some news during the flight that led to his distrac¬ 
tion. In other words, his decision to cut short his sojourn ;md 
rush home had to do with some unpleasant domestic dcvcloj)- 
ment. What could that be? 


For quite some tune, in apparently authoritative circles, in 
this country as in Pakistan, there has been talk of a possible 
military coup in Islamabad. On a recent visit to Delhi, dunng 
which he met Geoige Fernandes, among otheis, the highly- 
respected Pakistani elder statesman, Mubashir Hussain, made 
no bones about his fears that Nawaz could be thrown out by 
the at my, .Some o( the antics and statements of the Pakistani 
Army Chief General Musharraf, do lend credence to the coup 
theory. His bland declaration that a meeting between Bill Clin¬ 
ton and Nawa/ Shaiil was being arranged, since contradicted 
Hal by the foreign olfice in Islamabad, is a case in point 
However, w'hen all is said and done, the fact remains that 


Nawaz Sharif could be thrown out and 
replaced by some other politician more 
acceptable to the army, the feudal 
oligarchy and Islamists who seem to be 
ruling the roost 



yet anothei military coup in Pakistan is unlikely de.spitc that 
country's addiction to martial law and military diclatoiship 
Gone are the days when military dictators like Ayub Khan and 
Pinochet were held up as America’s most valued and useful 
allies In America’s current gameplan to maintain its dominan¬ 
ce of the world ordei, democracy and human rights have beco¬ 
me powerful instruments. Any Pakistani general inclined to 
take over is thus bound to be in deep trouble. 

What IS possible, however, is that Nawaz could be thrown 
out and replaced by some other politician more acceptable to 
the army, the feudal oligarchy and Islamists who sa-tn to be 
ruling the roost. It should not be overlooked that though 
Nawaz has made himself the most powerful Prime Minister of 
Pakistan since Ziilfiqar All Bhutto, by doing so he has also 
caused deep and widespread resentment which could prove 
politically fatal • 
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SPECIAL REPORT 



Man) Kumar Subba: workad tha aystam ta maka his richas 


Dark secrets 


F |;>r cash-sirappcil state gi)vern- 
ments, lottery was a legitima¬ 
te instnimenl to mobilise 
resources by exploiting the 
human frailty to earn a fast 
buck without working up a sweat. What 
prttbably lent a moral edge to this state- 
sponsored gambling was the promise 
that the funds collected from such an 
enterprise would go in to creating social 
goods. 

A recent Comptrttller and Auditor 
General report on the Nagaland State 
Lottery reveals that government-run lot¬ 
teries have little to do with either govern¬ 
ment or altruism. It is, if anything, a 
colossal financial heist — pulled off by 
the nexus of amoral politicians, corrupt 
bureaucrats and lottery agents — the 
monies of which are used by this mafia 
to suborn democratically elected govern¬ 
ments by bankrolling secessionist move- 


HowM.K. Subba 
pillaged state lottery 
funds and used them for 
financing politicians 
and even insurgents 


ments and empowering the enemy 
within. 

CAG audited the account of Naga¬ 
land lotteries, under instructions of the 
home mini.stry, between 1993 and 1997 
and found to its horror that Rs .*1,000 
crore had been ripped off from the state 
exchequer by the criminal nexsus. The 
audit report dleges that every "conceiva¬ 
ble transgression” took place in the runn¬ 
ing of the lottery. The CAG also found 


that the lottery was only "state authori¬ 
sed" and not "state organised" as ordered 
by the Supreme Court. 

Mandated by the home ministry to 
look into the plethora of allegations 
against the state lottery. CAG's findings 
of the loot, in its own reckoning, is gross 
underestimation. Besides, their focus 
has been restricted to just one state and 
that too for a brief period. In other states 
too. the situation was little different till 
the Bharatiya-Janata Party government 
put an end to it. 

What has lent a sinister twi.st to this lot¬ 
tery scam IS that an individual of doubt¬ 
ful nationality and credentials (see box), 
Mani Kumar Subba, allegedly presides 
over the bulk of this trade. Known as the 
"lottery king", Subba was a Congress 
member of the dissolved Lok Sabha 
from Assam. Subba was in the news 
recently, when he ran foul of his partner 


»UNOAyit-17July199» 
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^v«mmant atna8«ing 

..coDityeta^e - more 

^ in^KMtantly, im)i88 beeo accused 1^ 
' dcUmcn^ of tdiig a SoRsgu nad(md 
who has iuto la^ after alie* 
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Ifis fortunes took a nosedive when : 
• the Congress wai voted out irfpower 
. in 1996. The of lfw*,a!b«t 
. slowdy, b(^ to i^&i^ li^, the : 
.'. -ho^.miaistty. ' 
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»tablishtilai»^a$ a c0nl]^^ His marriage to 
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; ys^ he became one of the biggest 
. conttstetors of the state. He is believ- 
'od to have made nK»re than Rs 40 
erore front these contracts, 
ffis next step was to gain legiti- 
; ntacy ttertnigh politics. Under the 
;yaaive patronage of Hiteswar Saikia, 

: tojnanMged to become the treasurer 
, of AstiUD Congress. Through his bur- 
'■ political contacts. Subba 

' (iilCipB-lo grab state lottery ctmtracis. 
• 1' IfaieHut^ his moneymaking 
«»t|(>dsc with the help cd 
■'who had been looking 
^ /jt^'^Bonaptuiies tmd individuals to 
' weovemment funds. Subba 


’ '< considerable 


managed to Win -'the./ 
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and Dawood’s pointsman in Delhi, ^ 
Romesh Sharma. 

In an interview, that he later denied, 
he claimed to be the richest man in the 
country with his total fortunes amount¬ 
ing to an unbelievable Rs 20,000 crore 
iCAG’s findings show that there could 
be considerable substance in his claim). 
Subba is believed to have liberally fund¬ 
ed the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation and is 
considered to be close to the present dis¬ 
pensation in the Congress. He was one 
of the main organisers of Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi's recent meeting in Gangtok. BJP 
sources claim that Subba used his finan¬ 
cial clout at the time when the Congress 
was trying to pull down the Vajpayee 
government. 

The CAG's findings became the basis 
of a countrywide income tax investiga¬ 
tion. On 2.^ June, officers of the director¬ 
ate of investigation of IT raided 50 loca¬ 
tions in different parts of the c Gui try. 
Sackfuls of documents were seized that 
allegedly point at Subba’s close conniv¬ 
ance with bureaucrats and industpalists. 
The Central Bureau of Investigation, 
t(K), is looking into his antecedents and 
trying to ascertain the modus operandi 
and motives of this lottery king. Under¬ 
standably, .Subba has denied the.se-alle¬ 
gations and dismissed it as a BJP 






■' 'll 





LottariM on display: Sabba’s tickot to 
tho moon? 

conspiracy 

But a report prepared by the Cabinet 
secretariat about the scam called state- 
run lotteries and the conduct of Subba is 
quite illuminating. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


According to the report, the home 
mini.'itry fir.st came to know of the seri¬ 
ous irregularities in the conduct of Naga¬ 
land lotteries in 1997. The ministry took 
three immediate steps; 
a) banned instant and single-digit 
lotteries, 

h) a.sked the CBI to investigate into the 
whide affair and 

c) asked the CAG for a special audit ot 
the Nagaland lottery. 

T he CAG chose to confine its scrutiny 
to the period between Octobci 1993 
and November 1997 because Nagaland 
signed an agreement with IVI..S. Associa¬ 
tes (allegedly owned by Subba) in Sep- 
tembci 1993. In April 1994, the Supre¬ 
me Court in an attempt locurb malpracti¬ 
ce in the lottery business laid down 
certain criteria for a lottery to be recogni 
sell as a slate-run lottery. 

M.S. AssiKialcs, with its head office 
in Delhi, was appointed as the state sole 

was Rs 2.‘>4.05 cioie. were printed and 
released by the SSD The directorate of 
slate lotteiies (DSL) .staled that "certifi¬ 
cates" wcie given by the SSD that 
tickets had nut been sold. Auditors did 
not believe the '.taleinciii and lefused to 
rely on the "certilicales'' when the DSL 
did not verify whethci so-called "un.sold 
tickets" were telumed. The SSD, or in 
olhci words. Stibba's company. alleged¬ 
ly earned Rs 2.‘i4 trorc 

The slate government claimed that 91 
pei cent of the face value ol the tickets 


distributor (SSD) The SC order made it 
compulsory for state governments to 
control and regulate all activities lelat- 
ing to the conduct of lottery like printing 
of tickets, receiving the sale proceeds 
from the agent, payment ol pii/e money, 
etc The SSD was only expected to carry 
out the distribution and sale of tickets 
and to conduct draws. 

The Nagaland government, the CAG 
discovered to its honor, totally violated 
every criterion laid down by the SC and 
allowed the SSD to run the lottery with 


In 1998, Subba entered 
the Lnk Sabha and 
began to make his 
presence felt in national 
politics. Sources claim 
that he is close to the 
coterie that surrounds 
Sonia Gandhi 



out any checks and controls. That in 
other words meant giving a carte blan¬ 
che to the SSD to do whatever it wanted 
to with the monies. A close look at the 
financial implications of the lottery busi¬ 
ness in the lu.st three years in Nagaland 
alone would show up the multi-croic 
securities scam as a child's play. 

Here arc the mind-boggling figures It 
is estimated that during the period under 
scrutiny (L‘i.‘>2 days), a total of 83,2.‘i4 
lottery draws under different schemes 
were held. Tins meant on an average 53 
draws per day. Almost all the draws 
were held in Delhi. The total value of the 
tickets lifted by the SSD amounted to a 
whopping Rs 38.297.323 crore. 

The SSD, according to the agree¬ 
ment, wa.s required to pay Rs 3,(XX) per 
draw in case of bumper draws and Rs 
4,000 per draw in other cases. Also 91 
per cent of the face value was to be paid 
as non-taxable prize money. The SSD 
was to deposit the sale priK’eeds after 
deducting the costs. ITiis was not done. 
An amount of Rs 3,406 crore was not 


deposited in the treasury. The auditors 
could not estimate the exact .shortfall, as 
the state government was extremely 
unhelpful. 

Test checks revealed that tickets for 
469 lottery draw's, the luniovei of whieh 

Kalyan Singh: Subba extracted 
concessions from Mm 



arc declared as prize money. Audit calcu¬ 
lations show'cd that the SSD had 
shortchanged the government. It had 
only paid 78.2.*) per cent of the face 
value and pocketed the rest -— Rs 5,(X)0 
crore. 

The. auditors also would not believe 
that the SSD had paid all the non-taxable 
prizes that it was expected to do. Tlie 
total amount involved isRs 15,194 crore. 

Regarding the taxable prize amount, 
audit of 42,459 draws revealed that the 
SSD should have paid to the state Rs 
59.45 crore. The stale had pnly Rs 4.70 
crore to show up. The audit for the rest 
of the 4{),0(X) lottery draws was not even 
conducted to estimate the exact loot of 
prize money. 

The SSD, according to CAG report, 
also made its crores from: 

w Its failure to pay full royalty over the 
sale of Rs 38,297 crore worth of tickets 
(it pocketed Rs 5.45 crore from here). 

«• Chief inini.ster S.C. Jamir’s decision 
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S.C. Jamir: hit dacisioa benefited Subba 

)o icducc the guaranteed rctum.s from Rs 
6.0(K) to Rs 5.0(K) (this arbitrary deci¬ 
sion led to a loss of Rs 4 74 crorc in two 
years) 

•» Being allowed by the DSL to save 
lax on account ol deductions towards 
office expenses (the total loss to the 
government was Rs 52.16 crore). 

«*■ By the simplest ol devices'just choo¬ 
sing to print excess numbci of tickets 
over the approved limit implying that no 
prizes were given on these tickets even 
though they were sold (in one case the 
sole distributor sold ten lakh extia 
tickets, making Rs 1 10 crore in two 
days). 

« And by giving away mo.st of the 
prizes to lottery agents and stockists. 

What IS particularly distressing is that 
the common people were swindled in 
the guise of a government-run lottery. 

The government has not looked into 
Subba’s shenanigans in othf' * 
Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram anu Sik¬ 
kim have all been witnesses to Subba’s 
formidable moneymaking repertoire. In 
Shillong, Subba had threatened to sue a 
local daily if it tried to link him with 
M.S Associates. This local daily provid¬ 
ed evidence linking the company with 
Subba’s wife, Jyoti Limboo. 

Sikkim chief minister Pawan Chaml- 
ing became so di.sgusted with Subba that 


he asked the home ministry to look into 
his conduct Nagaland Governor (.).P 
Sharma, twi, pleaded that Subba and his 
financial empire should be investigated 
thoroughly 

Subba has not confined his operations 
to the north-east. In Uttar Pradesh, he 
extracted lehcl from the Kalyan Singh 
goveniment 'fhere he was charged with 
evading trade tax to the tunc of Rs .'t,5(M) 
crorc. Some of the companies associated 
with him have dealership in states like 
Goa, Tamil Nadu and Andhra IVadesh. 
Everywhere his enterprise draws susten¬ 
ance from vested interest 

B y no reckoning can Subba alone be 
blamed foi the loot tluit has cpitomi- 

In an interview that he 
later denied, Subba 
claimed to be the richest 
man in the country with 
his fortunes totalling Rs 
20,000 crore. CAG’s 
findings show that there 
could be considerable 
substance in his claim 


sed these poverty and insurgency- 
racked north-eastern states. A close look 
at Subba's rise in fortunes would show 
that he was merely a front lor the heist 
peqxjtraled in these bolder states for 
years. 

The scripl was prepared by the cor¬ 
rupt ruling nexus in Delhi and carried 
out by their minions in these states. This 
powoilul cntericthal has thrived by emp¬ 
tying state cofters provided immunity 
and protection to all those who participa¬ 
ted m this criminal enterprise Politicia¬ 
ns, bureaucrats, indu.strialists. all made 
men y at the expense of the poor [seoplc. 

Funds from these exertions were used 
lor financing political parties and insur 
gencies from time to time. Turmoil in 
these states is a convenient smokesercen 
to ensure that the malfeas- nee of the rul¬ 
ing mafia is iicvci brou^it to account. 
Wheihci It IS Nagaland, Manipur or 
Mizoram or Punjab or Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. insurgency and seccssionism has 
provnled an excuse foi such elements to 
pillage the exchequer. 

There have been instances in the rec¬ 
ent past where chief ministers have gone 
out of their way to give legitimacy to thi.s 
enemy within It was in Nagaland in 
I lWl-92 that the chief minister of the 
I day refused permission to prosecute a 
senior IAS officer whose comiplion was 
legion. The CBl had found evidence of 
huge proiiertics in Delhi and othci 
places of the officer 

It was this officer, sources claim, who 
provided the knowhow to Subba and his 
political mentors to make monies from 
stale lotteries. Even though he retired, 
no action was taken against him There 
have been many since then both in the 
Centre and the stale governments that 
have ensured that no harm came to this 
nexus 

Allegations abound that a senior 
bureaucrat Irom the Assam cadre m the 
home ministry was sympathclic to Sub¬ 
ba and protected him till he was there. 
For some reason the government officia¬ 
ls failed to believe that the lottery scam 
was little more than a criminal acf to 
make money on the sly. If the Cabinet 
secretarial note is anything to go by, | 
there is a welcome change in the mindset. 

The Cabinet secretarial note recogni¬ 
ses the .serious nature of this threat to 
national integrity. "The possibility of a 
part of these funds flowing to the insurg¬ 
ent groups in the north-cast and particu¬ 
larly in Nagaland cannot be ruled out," it 
remarked. • 

I Smitfmy Kapw/Nmw DmM 
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Two possible 
scenarios emerge out 
of the Kargil conflict 


I n the beginning there was cautious 
optimism and slow wonder. 
Could the war really be ending? 

All the signals said no. The day 
Nawai Sharif was to return to 
Pakistan after slopping at London en 
route, fighting was at its fiercest so far, 
in the Mashkoh Valley, the region where 
Indian troops may have succeeded in 
encircling the Pakistanis. Yelling on the 
telephone to Lahore, anxious Indians 
asked their Pakistani friends what was 
going on. Trie response was cool: "We 
don’t know, n is too early " 

As Sl)Nl)^Y went to bed. it was clear 
that .several things stood in the way of 
peace returning to the subcontinent. 
Most notably the Islamic fundamental¬ 
ists who will be baying for Nawaz Sha¬ 
rif s blood and the army which will not 
take kindly to a retreat. Nawaz Sharifs 
bet is that both the USA and China, two 
of Pakistan’s strongest allies, are in 
favour of withdrawal. This fact would 
not be lost on the army. The problem is 
how to coloui the withdrawal as an 
honourable victory for Pakistan, 

Nawaz, Sharif will tell Pakistan that 
Kashmir has been internationalised as 
never before, and the USA is very much 
a part of underwriting the Kashmir 
peace process. This is the victory. 

Below arc two scenarios which spell 
out the compulsions of India and 
Pakistan. Also, a possible sequenced 
end to the war and the glitches that could 
crop up 

SCENARIO-1 


This is the best case scenario for 
India. It is imperative for Pakistan Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to deliver his 
side of the bargain .sealed with the 
United States. The most important ele¬ 
ments of this are: Pakistan will respect 
the Line of Control (LoC) with India and 
will pull back Its forces to previous posi¬ 
tions: all LoC issues will be resolved 
according to the Simla Agreement of 
1972; and Indo-Pak bilateral matters 
will be di.scussed with reference to the 
Lahore ITeclaration. 

Why is It so important for Nawaz Sha- i 



rif to sell this to Pakistan? Because his 
own position in the Pakistani state is 
under a threat if there is too much opposi¬ 
tion to the pullout. His clout in the 
politico-mililaiy establishment in Paki¬ 
stan will increa.se if there is a with¬ 
drawal. It will signal that the role of the 
military has been curtailed and the army 
discredited. 

So once a withdrawal takes place, 
Nawaz Sharif will have to forge ahead 
quickly with other political and military 
changes ITiere could be a reshuffle of 
the military high command. Judging by 


the Chinagate tapes, there is no love lost 
between the chief of the Inter-Services 
Intelligence, Ziauddin, on the one hand 
and the army chief Parvez Musharraf 
and the Chief of General Staff, Gen. 
Mohammad Aziz, on the other. 

In fact, there was a .strong rumour in 
Pakistan a few months ago that Nawaz 
Sharif was considering making Mushar¬ 
raf the chairman of the Joint t hiefs of 
Staff Committee, and replacing him 
with Ziauddin as the Chief of Staff, once 
again separating the two offices. 

This plan could not be put in opera- 
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WAR EN D? 



India would not like to see Nawaz Sharif deposed. 
In fact, India did low-key diplomatic manoeuvring 
at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) at the 
height of the war because it wanted a weakened 
but not a tottering Pakistan. India would prefer to 
deal with a known quantity rather than an unknown 

one 


ticm because in 1997, Nawaz Sharil him¬ 
self had decided that beth posts should 
be held by the same person. 

India would not like to see Nawaz .Sha¬ 
rif deposed In fact, India did low-key 
diplomatic manoeuvring at the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) at the 
height ot the war because it wanted a 
weakened but not a tottering Paki.stan. It 
would prefer to deal with a known quan¬ 
tity rather than an unknown one. 

The United States is most anxious’to 
ensure Nawaz Sharif stays safe. It has 
already told India not to crow about its 


victory for doing so may .stK’ngthen Sha¬ 
rif s adversaries. 

SCENARIO-II _ 

This IS the wors. case scenario for 
India. Nawaz Sharif can’t tell his coun¬ 
try that he hasn’t capitulated to the 
United States. He is assassinated or 
dep<3sed or put under house arrest. The 
army takes over. 

This is not an unimaginable scenario. 
In the past, Pakistan has always gone to 
war when there has been military rule 


and martial law administration has 
always yielded to civilian rule. 

This time, though it is only a warlike 
situation, .Nawaz Sharif knows that if he 
can’t handle it. it is his life on the line. 

This IS why Sharifs trip to the United 
States was undertaken after discussions 
with the iu^my chief who saw him off at 
the airport According to intomiation in 
New Delhi, three factors led to Nawaz 
Sharif s airdash to the US; One, Tiger 
Hill fell. Two. China's stated inability to 
side with Pakistan, judging by the state¬ 
ment it issued that both sides must res- 
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HOW THINGS WILL SHAPE UP 


• Pakistan informs India of its 
decision to withdraw. 

• The two sides meet; possibly at the 
foreign ministers’ level; maybe talks 
at the level of the Director-Generals 
(Military Operations) (D6M0). 

• The process of de-escalation 
begins with withdrawal and 
simultaneous ceasefire on both sides 
in Kargil. 

• DGMOs hammer out a time frame 
for withdrawal—this would have to 
be sectorwise withdrawal. Each side 
will give the other seven to ten days 
for verification. 


• Local commanders carry out a 
joint inspection after withdrawal 

• Each post is certified cleared. 
Mines and booby traps are indicated 
and defused. 

Prime Minister Vaipayee: stand 
vindicated 


• All four pockets of intrusions are 
cleared and certified. Both sides 
certify this. 

• Pullback of forward deployment on 
the Pakistani side begins. 

• Ceasefire along the entire Line of 
Control as part of the Pak-US joint 
communique that Pakistan will 
respect the Line of Control. 

• Similar withdrawal takes place for 
the Indian Air Force. 




• The Lahore process is resumed. 
The whole process could take 
anything between 30 and 45 days. • 
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pect the LoC. Two, a letter leaked by the 
Americans, letting the Pakistani esta¬ 
blishment know that Pakistan was party 
to conditionalities imposed by tlw 
World Bank that its defence spending 
must be curtailed. Pakistan's spending 
on defence was 11 per cent more than 
the levels permitted by the World Bank. 

Nawaz Sharif saw that if he didn’t 
have the support of China, and if the 
army started siding with Muslim funda¬ 
mentalists, he would have no one but the 
United States to save his bacon. He tapp¬ 
ed the US wisely, knowing the US had 
no bigger fear than of Muslim fundamen¬ 
talists taking over a nuclccr Pakistan. 

If he can’t sell the US-backed settle¬ 
ment in Paki.stan, there is a good chance 
of an amty coup in the country. On the 
other hand, the United States has given 
assurances on the Pressler Amendment, 
economic aid and other loans, if he can 
sell it. 

Therefore, if he has to survive, Sharif 
will make sure he makes Pakistan accept 
the package. If he doesn’t, the subcontin¬ 
ent is not a safe place. 

Jaswant Singh is 
hoping that India can win 

the rest of the war 
without fighting it. He 
has to ensure he can help 
Nawaz Sharif to order an 
orderly withdrawal. And 
that the soldiers and the 
Taliban don’t take to the 
streets 


But there are many glitches tn Nawaz 
Sharif s plan to order the withdrawal of 
his army. Latest reptirts indicate the 
soldiers and the Taliban in Kargil are ter¬ 
ribly demoralised after the hammering 
on Tiger Hill. As many as 70 dead bod¬ 
ies were found on the scene of fighting. 
The word has .spread that withdrawal is 
imminent. This could result in desertion 
and rout whose ramifications on the 
army can be unpredictably catastrophic. 

Minister for external affairs, Jaswant 
Singh is hoping they can win the rest of 
the war without fighting it. He has also 
to ensure he can help Nawaz Sharif to 
order an orderly withdrawal. And that 
the soldiers and the Taliban don’t take to 
the streets. • 

ll/l^.0Mi./MtokK.M0ht9/NmwDmM 
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FOCUS 



T he advent of the Isiamic lunda- 
inentalist in Pakistan society 
and deterioration of the inter¬ 
nal stability enviionment can 
be traced back to the process of 
Islaniisation started by President Zia ul 
Haq during the late 70s. Although the 
roots of Islarnisation of the army go back 
to Its rebirth as the Pakistan Aniiy after 
Partition, the real impetus to it was provi¬ 
ded by Zia ul Haq and the talibanisation 
of Afghanistan. 

The most damaging legacy of his mili¬ 
tary regime was the mushrooming of 
new Deeni mudraxas (IsUuiiaic semina¬ 
ries) which was sponsored by the 
politico-religious parties of the purist 


Deobandis and Wahabi sects The Dco- 
band school was influenced by the early 
19th century Indian, Wahabiyah. 

The .studies in these schools are high¬ 
ly traditional and concentrate on a) 
jurisprudence (figh), b) Quranicexegesis 
(tafsir), r) the study of tradition 
(Hadith). d) scholastic theology 
(kalaam), e) philo.sophytfalsafah). The 
students itre drawn from the economical¬ 
ly iindcrprivdeged class. The madraxas 
have become breeding grounds for secta¬ 
rian intolerance rather than spiritual 
development From a small number of 
1.37 in 1947, they’ve grown to 5263 last 
year. 

The decade of the eighties saw a gene¬ 


ral militarisation of religious organisa¬ 
tions. spreading the culture of Jehad 
The environment was complicated with 
Iran and Saudi Arabia supporting the 
Shia and Sunni militant groups in 
Pakistan. There are more than a dozen 
fundamentalist groups operating in Paki¬ 
stan {xee box). 

The Kalashnikov culture started with 
the talibanisation of Afghanistan. Suc¬ 
cessive government failed t< check tlie 
flow of small arms into urban areas. The 
religious parties which were fragmented 
and electorally weak received a major 
boost when US attacked Khosht and 
other places in Afghanistan last year to 
eliminate Osama bin Laden and his terro- 
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Having trained, funded 
' and iaunclied militants 
in Afghanistan and 
Kashmir , Pakistan has 
the unenviable task of 
keeping them busy with a 
mission. The failure to 
do so would unleash 
their devastation inside 
Pakistan in the guise of 
Islamisation of the 
country 


risl camps The religious groups in turn 
attacked f'rirne Minister Nawaz Shanf 
for conniving with the US. This forced 
Nawaz Sharif to push through the highly 
controversial Shaiiat Bill (15th amend- 
rnetil) through the National Assembly 
but it has still to be passed by the Senate. 

The Jamaal-e-lslanii under its chief 
I Qazi Hussain Ahmad, organised a 
poweiiiil three-day rally in Islamabad 
last year This was the biggest show of 
force by the Jamaat-e-lslami and includ¬ 
ed 4{K1 armed Mi/.b-e-Mujahidcen. The 
political message of the congregation 

1 




was to change Pakistan into an Islamic 
state There were special speeches on 
the armed struggle in Kashmir, Palesti¬ 
ne, Afghanistan, Bosnia, Ko.sovo. A 
film was also arranged on jehad in 
Ka.shmir. 

A special declaration included a rejec¬ 
tion of talks and friendship with India, 
.support for Shariat and criticism of the 
government for socio-economic failu¬ 
res. Huge contributions were made to 
the jehad fund. The Jamaat-e-Islami 
demonstrated against the visit of Pnme 
Minister Atal Bchari Vajpayee during 
his reception in Lahore. 

The sectarian violence has continued 
unabated. The killings are increasing 
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A who’s who ofmilimrwy mMmhmir 


i9n8at«»>f9lani 0 ) Isfanlc 

Saeialf: The Itu-gest and the most 
articulate of Pak religious parties, 
was founded in 1941 by Mauiana 
Abul Ala Maudidi. PitWitiy Quazi 
Ihissain Ahmed is its chief. 

J«Hiaat-ff-Ul0fiia Wanii 

(JW): Formed in 1945, the JUI had 
undergone a number of 
organisational changes sittcc 1947. 
Its support base is in N WFP and 
Eialut^istan. JUI has not supported 
2Ua*s Islamisation programme. It 
apdvBly participates in Pak politics 
and is ^ing led by Mauiana Pazlur 
Rehmatt. 


Afghan leader 

Ghtthuddiit Mekmatyar-founded the 
party in J 973 to organise political 
aclivitios sgunst the Daond regime. 
Thepmy emerged as the mosi 
pdM^ul Jehad oiganisation with 
nctwoHtdKOu^ilQin Afi^hanistan. He 
has close links with the J1 and - 


received aid and weapons from 
J*akistan. Hckmatyiff hist his 
relevance after the fall Of Krdrul in 
19%. 

HlilnaMttjahifleRiipi)— 
Party of Holy Wanlors: 

Having failed to win ovCTJKLFto its 
side, the IS! manipulated the JI to 
promote J KLF to form a pno-Pak 
outfit in 1989. The group Is led by 
S. A.S. Gillani and has mi estimated 
membership of 4,500 Ptde-trained 
cadres including war>hardened alien 
mercenaries. The politica} objective 
of the group is merger of l&JK with 
Pakistan (through armed struggle). 

TaiUi»i—HollglfHis 

Scholars: The militia came into 
prominence during October ’94, 
comprise students of religious 
schools (tnadrassas) in Baluchistan 
andNWFP»ninbyJUI. 
Subsequently, the IS! took over these 

QadHussirinllhnMd 



institutions to extend training and 
moral and material support to 
Taliban. Muilah Mohammad Otitar 
is the chief and controls about 90 pra- 
cent of Afghanistan. 

nfiUttaii 
m—SUAmU 



1996. Tim grmm was named in v < 

mcmmyoftheSSP'sassassitMited ’ ^ 

chiefHaq Nawaz Jhangvi. The 
organisation is devoted to jihad 
within the bmders of Piricistim or ' 

m<He plainly 'miti-Shiaterroii^^'^; 

Riaz Basra]Hesendy heads m .il 
organisaion. This is faeld r espiMi siia e. -it 
for the recent Raiwind bomb hiast ^ 'M 
allegedly planted to assasstnale '"''T-’-vM' 
PMNS. ' ■ 
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(RhR^ The organisation, earlier 
Icnown as Haitat-ui-Ansar, was 
Crarmed in 1993 after the merger of 
some splinter groups with a poUtieal 
(^ective of establishing supremacy 
of Islam all over the wcdd md 
Ubemtion of Muslim majority areas. 
HuM, led by Fazul Rehmam Khalili, 
had itdtiaUy fought the erstwhile 
USSR in Afghanistan and derives 
recruits from Muslim countiies all 
over die world. Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and Pidustan essentially fund it. 

HuM is very active in J&K. Its cadres 
ate known to be armed to the teeth 
and indulge in .spetnacular actions to 
gainpuUicity. 

fir fsMe 

. |Mtell«lllMlfitlMM68:The 

; . ^aseittrdwas established in 1987 in 
\ (Lahore) with a imliticBl 

-oI^cctiveofprtfMii^ 

/ wage jehad against 


'§^1 etc. lim coBtre hisTwtu maty 



formed dming Afghan aisisinjforjy. 
gOs, The cadres mainly ctmsi# of 
Afghshs and Pak naticauds. 

^oup receives funds frtimjS^tnidi 
Arriiria Mid was inductctfiiiipfon 
Kashmir valley in 1994, jEv«'Swoe, 
die group is actively inv^ved in 
Kashmir militancy. It tshsuied in 
Punjab province and is curtently 
headed by Hafiz Mohd Saeed. 

Tilliill-tNilfart! 
(l^)->-llloveiiieiirflr 
Iniiteiiiffilatfin If JiMi 

Slniiit If SMa Millliii: TIP 

started oft'as the Pak chaffer of a 
movement to globalise the Khomcnni 
(ban) revolution. It draws ntUIUu^ 
and financial support from Iran. The ; 
party was bom following iqajOr 
success of Shia’s protest movement 
against cwtain aspects of ZSia^s 
blamiaation laws. ‘ 




pfaqrirf^nphit 
WrtllBilllBrtl A «plint«t ghitjgsKd’ 
foa TIP. the SMP was forttwdt© 
dm respect diytetodu^S^ 
fomnts. The manifesto orig^n«ed 
{bm SSP*s to btfog the 
ImiueBsunder^attadi, The 
mteaBtsatfon is f^senttally 

a#-SSp.,.*-- 


every year. In 1997, 1200 persons were 
killed, while next year it was 1900 and 
so far this year, the figure is nearly 65. 
This includes at least one alleged assassi¬ 
nation attempt on Nawaz Sharif. Unable 
to deal with the economic crisis, sectari¬ 
an and ethnic violence and other seces¬ 
sionist movements, the Nawaz sharif 
government has been forced to resort to 
appeasing Islamic forces. 

Having whipped up public sentiment, 
no government in Pakistan can now 

After whipping up public 
sentiment, no 
government in Pakistan 
can now afford to 
normalise relations with 
India without solving the 
Kashmir issue on its 
terms. Any government 
doing otherwise risks 
losing power either to 
the army or to the ISI and 
the fundamentalists 


afford to normalise relations with India 
without solving the Kashmir issue on its 
terms. Any government doing otherwise 
risks losing power either to the army or 
the ISl and the fundamentalists. Kash¬ 
mir rhetoric ha.s become an inevitable 
compulsion. Even while succumbing to 
international pressure and playing the 
international card, Pakistan would like 
to be seen as a moderate Islamic state 
Kargil has further complicated ihe 
management of the fundamentalist for¬ 
ces There arc now reports that the perso¬ 
nal bodyguards of Osama bin Laden 
known as A1 Quaida are fighting alongsi¬ 
de Haikat-ul-Ansar, Lashkar-c-Toiba 
and Al Badr. 

Having trained, funded and launched 
militants in Afghanistan and Kashmir, 
Pakistan has the unenviable task of keep¬ 
ing them busy with a mis.sion. The failu¬ 
re to do .so would unleash their devasta- 
lion inside Pakistan in the gui.se of Isla- 
misation of the country. Pakistan is in a 
self-created trap of harnessing the back¬ 
lash of the very forces it has created to 
' shore up its Afghanistan and Kashmir 
policies. • 

Aaftolc K. OMM 





ANALYSIS 


N awaz Sharif s "Yes" to Bill 
Clinton’s diktat to pull out 
from Kargil must have 
come as welcome relief for 
all those who had feared a 
nuclear war between India and Pakistan. 
Equally, it also must have disappointed 
the sizeable chunk of the Kashmin popu¬ 
lation which wants thestatetoscccde.To 
them, the Pak Prime Minister’s decision 
is like an "abject surrender of a surrogate 
to his master’s voice". Their point of 
view is this; the Kargil conflict provided 
a window to the world on the is.suc of 
Kashmir. But Nawaz Sharif undid it by 
succumbing to US pressure. And they 
aren’t convinced by Sharif s pronounce¬ 
ments that Clinton had assured him that 
he would take a personal interest in .spee¬ 
ding up the process of dialogue between 
India and Pakistan to find out a solution 
to the imbroglio. 

"America has never been a trusted 
friend,” says Zahoor Altai, a university 
student. He was referring to the 7th Fleet 
which America had said it would send to 
help Pakistan in the 1971 war. "Twenty- 
eight years have passed since then, and 
the fleet is yet to reach the Karachi 
waters." 

There are many in the militancy-tom 
Valley who think like Altaf. They have 
their reasons. The most basic among 
them is the longing for peace in a bloody 
land. They are convinced that this acrid 
climate of uncertainty cannot end unless 
both India and Pakistan shun their belli¬ 
cosity. And this can never be possible 
unless the is,sue of Kashmir is resolved. 
Which, in their mistaken belief, they 
think had a chance of getting sorted out 
by war — whatever the result — or an 
active international intervention. 

It’s easy to see their logic: for any 
international intervention, if not full- 
.scale war, at least an atmosphere of war 
is necessary. And Kargil provided that 
opportunity. 

T wo hundred and fifteen kilometres 
north of Srinagar, Kargil is a treache¬ 
rous mountainous ridge. Any event tak¬ 
ing place here would hardly have any 
effect on the people in other parts of the 
state. Interestingly, people on the .streets 
seem to know it. They genuinely believe 
that in the event of a war between India 

Kiihmiriiwfcowinl to Mcede feel that 

rarpi PrOflQN 8 WinilOw 10 ulv wQna On 

the Kashmir Imie. Bat Nawaz Sharif 
owiid tt by sttccumbiaKta US pressore 


Betrayed! 

That's what a large number of Kashmiris feel 
after Nawaz Sharif assured Bill Clinton that he 
would persuade the militants to pull out of Kargil 
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and Pakistan. Kashmii — notwithstand¬ 
ing the fact tliat the war would be fought 
ovei It—would be the safest place of all 
the cities of the two countries. Simple 
logic really: if there is a war, it is going 
to be fought in Delhi and Islamabad. 
Because both countries consider Kash¬ 
mir as their own. "No one would like to 
drop a bomb on his own territory," says a 
mini bus driver smugly. 

What are the fallouts of the Kargil cri¬ 
sis? One immediate effect is that militan¬ 
cy. which had be,cn relegated to second 
place m the past three years, appears to 
have staged a comeback. In the past 
three years or so, militants had to shift 
their base from urb.in locales to the rela¬ 
tively satei mountains and forests leav¬ 
ing the field almo.st open for leaders of 
political parties to parade their skills. 
After the Lok .Sabha dissolved, political 
activ ity picked up. It sparked off another 
kind oi sliuwdown — - between the All 
Party llurriyat (’onfcrence, which is 
anli-elcction. and pro-election parties 
like the Congress, the National Confer¬ 
ence and others "But all this has receded 
into the backgiound," says a shopkeeper 
at Bi|behaia, south Kashnni. 

If popular mood is any yardstick, 
people in general had begun distancing 
themselves lrr>m active militancy with a 
hofH.' that some political solution was at 
hand "But it didn’t happen," says a 
teacher ot a private school People are 
dismayed, he says And their disillusion- 
rnent is giving ri.se to militant thinking 
again Agrees Tahii Mohiuddin, editor 
of the prestigious Urdu weekly Chattan. 
"The militant thinking is again picking 
up," he says. Prof. Abdul Gani Butt of 
the All Party Hurnyat Conference con¬ 
firms the trend "Yes. The noi.sc ot poli¬ 
tics IS lost more often than not in the roar 
of guns." 

On their part, the militants have inten¬ 
sified their activities even in the plains, 
finding their targets with chilling preci¬ 
sion and frequency. Already, after the 
Kargil conflict broke out, more than two 
dozen security personnel, including 
several officers, have fallen to militants' 
bullets in the plains. In the Kangan area, 
on the Srmagar-Kargil highway, milit¬ 
ants struck more than once killing 18 
armymen despite a round-thc-clock 
vigil. "Kargil has boosted their morale." 
admits a senior Hurnyat leader. Police 
and civil authorities concede that mili¬ 
tancy has increased in the plains. "Yes. 
militants have stepped up their activi¬ 
ties," says a senior security forces offi¬ 


cer. "But we are there to take on them. 
They will be checked." 

T here is yet another fallout of the K^- 
gil crisis. As the conflict climaxed 
towards bloodier heights, the state’s poli¬ 
tical leadership realised to their dismay 
that they were not only becoming irrelev¬ 
ant m the new scenario but that. Kashmir 
was turning into a bilateral issue bet¬ 
ween the waning countries. This, in 


effect, negates the basic APHC stand; 
that Kashmiris are the principal party to 
the dispute of Kashmir. The Hurriyat’s 
political philosophy revolves around 
holding tnpartiie talks among India, 
Pakistan and the representatives of the 
Kashmin people. The Hurnyat is oppos¬ 
ed to all bilateral pacts and agreements, 
including the Lahore Declaration, and 
maintains that no bilateral solution bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan is acceptable to 

It. 

In an effort to make itself relevant to 
the situation, the Hurriyat Conference 
held a week-long demonstration in the 
capital city of Srinagar to show solidaii- 
ty with those militants who had crossed 
over the LoC. More than a hundred activ¬ 
ist s were arrested. "The LoC is not accep 
table to the people of Kashmir," thun¬ 
ders Hurnyat leader Abdul Gam Lone. 
"A nd those who have crossed it have not 
committed any offence." In this risky, 
murky war-zone, self-expression with¬ 
out rhetoric is a jab without a punch. 

Yet, what has come as a surprise to 
many jxilitical analysts in the Kargil con¬ 
frontation is the 'near direct’ involve¬ 


ment of Pakistan. Ever since militancy 
erupted in the Valley m 1989, Pakistan 
had all along tned to ensure that nothing 
should be attributed to it directly. 
Beyond saying that it was merely help¬ 
ing the people of Kashmir politically 
and diplomatically, it never .iccepted the 
charge of training and arming militants. 
But here, in the context of Kargil, Paki¬ 
stan has sufficiently conveyed the messa¬ 
ge that it can physically gel involved in 


Kashmir if the demand arises. Why the 
sudden change of approach’^ 

"1 think the nuclear tests made all the 
difference," says Azam Inqalabi. a for¬ 
mer militant leader and a senior separa¬ 
tist ideologue. "They feel ernlnilde- 
ned...and think they can now see eyc- 
lo-eye with India." Which has effective¬ 
ly once again generated pio-Pakistan fee¬ 
lings in separatist circles "The pro- 
Pakistan elements were already there," 
admits Inqalabi. "and Kargil must have 
come as a moral booster for them." 

But then, that was only till 4 .luly. The 
mood in the Valley has once again 
changed. Ever since July, when 
Nawaz Shanf assured Bill Clinton that 
he would persuade the militants to pull 
out of Kargil, the dominant feeling has 
been that of 'betrayal' Now. the people 
are awaiting the response from the 
Pakistani military establishment and the 
militant outfits What if they too suc¬ 
cumb to the pressure’’ In that case, says a 
Hurriyat leader, "We will lose a golden 
opportunity." • 

HmMd Mmmd/Mnagmr 



Abdd IM Lork 'llie LpC is not acniitable to the people of KaslN^ 
cronod tt have not connnittod any ofionce'' 
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A big 
little man 

Why can 7 Farooq Abdullah get his 
act together? 


A t about the same time the 
Bofors guns were boom¬ 
ing to retake Tiger Hill on 
the war front, shehnais 
were playing at the Srina¬ 
gar residence of chief minister Farooq 
Abdullah. The CM’s daughter was get¬ 
ting married. And as a concession to 
the war. it was a simple, austere cere¬ 
mony with no more than a hundred 
guests flown in from Delhi. The fiKid 
was good and the hospitality warm, in 
keeping with the Abdullah tradition. 
The killing of villagers in south Kash¬ 
mir as well as two rounds of massacres 
in Poonch (in which more than 20 
people were gunned down by mili¬ 
tants) earlier in the week was not per¬ 
mitted to mar the proceedings. 

For the war-weary populace of the 
Kashmir valley, it was nothing new. 
Thi.s time Farorx) Abdullah had an 
excuse: it isn't every day that a man 
gives his daughter away, .so he was 
entitled to a little rest from his duties as 
CEO of Kashmir. But then Fanxiq 
Abdullah is not the most overworked 
chief minister in India. And the people 
of Kashmir know this. 

Granted that a lot of injustice was 
done to Farooq Abdullah in the early 
days. His government was dismissed 
by the Indira Gandhi regime, and a 
quisling regime of G.M. Shah, his 
brother-in-law, installed instead. Elec¬ 
tion after election in Kashmir was rig¬ 
ged, making politics a perilous busi¬ 
ness in the tiny state. 

But consider how much of this was 
because of Abdullah's own political 
irresponsibility. In a state where the 
people are political to dieir fingertips. 


should the leader of a political party be 
indolent? Tlie ba.se of the National 
Conference has been shrinking over 
the years, the vacant space being gobbl¬ 
ed up by various shades of political 
militants. 

Has Farooq Abdullah ever tried to 
.sell a political programme for the resur¬ 
gence of his state? Has he ever .said that 
he IS tired of accepting doles from the 
Centre, and that the people of Kashmir 
must return something to the country 
they’ve opted to stay with? 

In fact, has Farooq Abdullah done 
any other kind of politics except the 
politics of blackmail — the ‘take care 



Maybe some day, 
someone will write that 
Farooq Abdullah has 
matured into a 
statesman and a leader 
of men. But today, he’s 
just a la^, irresponsible 
politician who knows he 
represents the UNA 
fa^or for the Centre 


of us or we have other options’ kind of 
politics? Should Kashmir let him get 
away with this enfant terrible 
approach, while innocent people pay 
with their lives? 

It is not all of Abdullah's fault. A 
chief minister cannot function normal¬ 
ly if he is constantly under the shadow 
of militancy. Consider the states in the 
north-east. Is life for any of them 
normal? 

The issue is not so much Ka.shmir's 
problems a.s a state. But Abdullah’s 
own, as a leader. When Bengal feels 
marginalised as a cultural influence, it 
tries to reinvent itself by renaming its 
cities. When Shiv Sena finds it is beco¬ 
ming unpopular, if becomes more mili- 
tantly anti Muslim. 

However, Kashmir has none of 
these problems. It is top of the nund 
recall. Then why can't Faiooq Abdul¬ 
lah get his act together, take law and 
order m hand firmly and clean up the 
state administration? In short, get 
down to some real work, instead of sitt¬ 
ing back and letting the administration 
slide so that Kashmir appears in the 
headlines for all the wrong reasons'' 

One would have thought that with a 
war going on on the border, hours 
away from Snnagar, Abdullah would 
have taken greater care to ensure that 
the people of Kashmir felt safe. 

This IS not an insurmountable hur¬ 
dle. Much of the Indian Army is on the 
border. As it is, the soldier to citizen 
ratio in Kashmir is four to one. But 
these days, security deployment is at 
Its highest. Nobody, least of all the 
home ministry, wants a conflagration 
in Kashmir as a war rages. All Abdul¬ 
lah needed to have done was to provide 
a reasonable threat perception to the 
Union ministry and security forces 
would have poured into Kashmir. 

But that is if he had known where 
the threat was coming from. Militants 
crept in, gunned down families in villa¬ 
ges and slipped out again. The war was 
going on between two nations. The 
ones caught in the crossfire were ordi¬ 
nary people. 

Maybe some day, someone will 
write that Farooq Abdullah has matui- 
ed into a statesman and a leader of 
men. But today, he’s just a lazy, irres¬ 
ponsible politician who knows he 
represents the TINA factor for the Cen¬ 
tre, and is content being a small-time 
politician. • 
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'Because I was a 


The reason why Nadeem feels he 
has been persecuted 

INTERVIEWED BY WMITD<maUPTViONDON 

On the morning of 12 August, 1997, Gulshcm Kumar was 
gunned down near a Shiva temple in Andheri, Bombay. The 
murder of the monarch of the T Serie.<i music empire sent 
shock w’OVM through the film industry. Hardly had these subsi¬ 
ded when police commissioner R.H. Mendonca dropped a 
bombshell on Bollywood. On 1 September, he named Nadeem 
Saifi as "the prime suspect" in the Gulshan Kumar murder 
case. 

Life, for the better half of the hugely successful Nadeem- 
Shravan music duo, changed overnight. Nadeem was living in 
London at that time. His passpoit was revoked within a 
couple of days. He was arrested by Interpol on 17 September, 
taken to the Bow Street Magistrate's Court in Covent Garden 
and released on bail. 

Twenty-one months and several hearings later, it was sup- 
posed to be judgement day on 30 June, 1999, in the Govern¬ 
ment of India (actually, the Crown Prosecution Senice) v 
Nadeem Satfi extradition case (on grounds of "murder" and 
"conspiracy to murder"). The night before, the Indian high 
commission (IHC) had been a.sked to "prepare for the worst". 

The buzz in Bombay that the magistrate would decide 
to exclude the controversial confession of Ali Shaikh, thus 
crippling the Maharashtra Police's case against Nadeem. 
The mood in the defendant’s camp hwa brighter, his lawyers 
quite convinced that the morrow would bring good news. 

But by 10.35 am on Wednesday, the balance had shifted dra¬ 
matically. Magistrate Christopher Pratt "denied to exclude" 
Shaikh's confe.ssion, observed that contrary to the defence’s 
claims the "hearings between the 18th September 1997 and 
the 28th November 1997" (in Bombay) seemed to have been 
conducted in "a completely fair and exemplars' manner", and 
deferred the case till 10 September as a "number of questions 
remain unanswered". 

The sense of relief at the IHC was palpable, especially with 
foreign secretary K. Raghunath engaged in talks with the Bri¬ 
tish government on the Kargil crisis." This case is crucial. If it 
goes against us, it will set a dangerous precedent cmd could 
open thefloodgatesforMu.slims seeking asylum here," confes¬ 
sed Cl senior IHC official. 

For Nadeem — represented by top criminal lawyer Clive 
Nicholls — this was a body blow. But his counsel in Bombay, 
Majeed Memon, refused to read too much into the interim 
order. 



/ 
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"I am very sad that I have come to a 
stage when I do not want to go back 


"In Mahara.shtra, the police are Jubilant because they have 
an erroneous idea that they have won the case. There is a deep- 
rooted conspiracy, a vicious witch-hunt to implicate Nadeem. 
But he will be proved innocent in the end," Memon told 
Sunday. 


to my country. I am a patriotic 
Indian. I do not blame my country or 
my countrymen for my predicament" 


A week before appearing in court (a Wednesday, the day he 












uccessfiil Muslim’ 


has to report to Wembley police station every week) and again 
a few hours after the court proceedings, Nadeem spoke to 
Sunday about the twist in the tale. Excerpts; 

Sunday: Do you view today’s court order as a serious 
setback? 

Nadeem Saifi: No, no, not at all. It simply means that the mat¬ 
ter has been pushed back till 20 September, in order to give 
more time to both sides to try and answer the questions that 
‘remain unanswered’ in the case. lam 100 per cent innocent 
and, believe me, I will leave no stone unturned to prove it. 

Q: But the government of Maharashtra has hailed it as a 
"victory". 

A; There is no need for them to be jubilant, or for us to be dis¬ 
heartened. We have lots of evidence against the police that we 
have not u.sed yet. 

Q: With the magistrate ’declining to exclude* Ali Shaikh’s 
confession, will you now have to change tack and play the 
human rights violation card? 

A; I don’t think there is any need to change our strategy. We 
will go on fighting for justice from the same platform. Human 
rights violation is a genuine aspect of what ^ey have done to 
me, and we are ready to appeal to the highest authority about 
this. 1 am telling you, this is not the end of my fight, it is just 
the beginning. 

Q: Well, let’s go back to the very beginning. How do you 
look back at the events of August-September 1997? 

A: {Long pause) I think of it as the biggest tragedy that could 
have befallen me. I am a very, very sad man today. Firstly, 
from the very feeling of how an innocent man could feel in a 
situation as horrendous as this and secondly, for the hundreds 
and thousands of innocent people who have suffered before 
me and who will suffer after me at the hands of these crooks in 
uniform. 

Q: You were supposed to return to India at But time... 

A': Yes, I was supposed to return, my ticket was confirmed. 
My wife was unwell at that time. She mi-scarried. We buried 
the baby in London. Thereafter, my passport was revoked on 
4 September, within 48 hours, which is quite unprecedented. 

It is now clear to us why they revoked it in such a hurry. 
They obviously did not want me to come back [to India] at 
that time. It was all a well-connived conspiracy by the police 
against me. So, in this case, the police are the conspirators 
against me. 

Q: What do you think the objective of this conspiracy was? 
A; The objective was to cover up the incapability of finding 
the real culprits in such a short time that the government had 
given them. They were given a warning that the law- 
and-Cffder situation would have to be immediately rectified. 
So they wanted a scapegoat. And they saw a scapegoat in me. 
Because I was a successful Muslim. 1 am sorry to use this ter¬ 


minology. But there are people in positions of power who are 
very, very biased and who could go to any extent to do harm. 

Q: So who were the chief conspirators? 

A: Gopinath Munde, the home minister, and some senior poli¬ 
ce officials of Bombay. Now that wc have gone through the 
entire case, we are convinced that there was no admissible evi¬ 
dence against me. So, on 1 September, when the commissio¬ 
ner announced my name at the behest of R.S. Sharma, the addi¬ 
tional (or joint) commissioner, and K.L. Prasad and others, it 
was pure. ..nonsense. It was acock and bull story. It was all con¬ 
coct^ and fabricated. But I am going to fight till I get justice. 
With God above, I have nothing to fear from these vultures... 
And then there must have b^n certain people in the iridus- 



Gulshan Kumar: his imrdar stlrrsd up a hornsts’ nest 


try whom 1 must have annoyed during my career. Whose 
films I must have refused, whose shows 1 must have refused, 
due to genuine tack of time. The stakes are ,so high there, 
people who don’t get to sign you when you are very success¬ 
ful, definitely feel very upset and they could go to any extent 
to destroy you. 

Q: Does It all point to an underworid'Bollywood>police 
nexus? 

A: I would refrain from commenting on that. But one thing is 
for sure. TTie police are extremely corrupt, extremely dange¬ 
rous, extremely untrustworthy. Well, some of them. 1 will not 
make a general statement because 1 do know of a lot of police 
officers who are doing their job with honesty and integrity. 
But there are many, like those who have conspired to destroy 
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my name, my career, my family. 

But to no avail. They are un,succe,s.sful. They have not been 
able to de.stroy me and they will not be able to dtestroy me. The 
people at large have shown their faith in me. My latest film, 
SirfTum, is a mega hit. That just goes to show that passively, 
the people arc voting for me. What else docs one want, with 
God above and the people’s voice with you? 

Q: But shouldn’t the ultimate blame of a conspiracy lie 
with the political masters? 

A: Yes, the ultimate blame should go to the politicians. In my 
ca.se, Gopinath Munde, who was trying to be a hero, when he 
IS not one. But the police should not be just the slave of the poli¬ 
tical masters. I know of some police officials, senior officers, 
who have the guts to say no to any damn politician. 

But there are also many stooges...They should definitely be 
thrown out of the police forces because the citi/.ens arc 
endangered by such police officers having charge of such 
important posts. They are ruthless. They don’t care. They are 
encouraging excess policing, as they call it. Honest law- 
abiding citizens need honest, lawful policemen who are not 
crooks in uniform. How can anyone feel safe'^ 

Q: After all this, if you are in a position to choose, do you 
see yourself going back to Bombay and starting all over 
again? 

A: No. Never. 1 am afraid of Munde and his goondes (laugh- 
■v).. .1 just don’t trust them anymore. As long as the home office 
is in the hands of the likes of Gopinath Munde and the police 
force is run by the kind of senior officials who’ve been on my 
case, as long as people like these are hovering around like vul¬ 
tures, I’m not going to fall prey to them .1 would love to 
return to India. But I feel safe in London. 1 fear for my life, and 
the lives of my children and my immediate family, there. 

Q: So is it life without music now? 

A: No. no. Never. 1 am recording songs. 1 am determined to 
first prove my innocence and then come forward again. But 
then, my films have ctintinued to be hits. Pardes got me an 
award, the Screen award, two months after these people had 
accused me. This was the people’s way of telling them that 
‘look we don’t believe your bullshit story. We know this man, 
we love his music, and wcMl stick by him’. 

And now. there will be better music. 1 can assure you 
(laughs). I have my work permit here. If my producers feel 
that my work is good for them, I will welcome it with open 
arms. 


’’The ultimate 
blame should go 
to the politicians. 

In my case, 
Gopinath Munde, 
who was trying to 
be a hero, when he 
is not one" 


Q: And will it continue to be the Nadeem-Shravan 
partnership? 

A: Yeah. Yeah. Definitely. That national integration will 
never break. Thai’s what they wanted to do. To break that 
Hindu-Muslim unity, which we will never let go. Never. 

Q: But is it feasible, or will East and West have to meet 
midway? 

A: (Laughs) No, why not London and Bombay? If so many 
businesses can be run like that, if power generated in one 
place can go to another place, why not music? It’s just a phone 
call away. 

Q: How has the British government treated you? 

A: Oh. they have been very, very nice. I have met the Prime 
Minister and some other .senior officials, not in connection 
with my case, but at receptions...! am grateful to the home offi¬ 
ce here, to my lawyers, and to the people at large. They have 
taken a very compassionate view. And my Asian brothers 
here have been great. They .sec me on the streets, come up and 
wish me luck, give me the ‘thumbs up’ and encourage me to 
go on. 
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INTERVIEW 




Q: There has been talk of your 
alleged links with Dawood... 

A: No, this is absolutely false. There is 
absolutely no truth in that 


Q; Any interaction with the Indian high commission? 

A; With cxlreine respect to them, I have never had the opportu¬ 
nity of meeting anyone from the Indian high commission. 

Q: How have you managed to sustain the financial pressu¬ 
res of living in London and carrying out such an expen¬ 
sive, protracted court case? 

A: For that 1 am grateful to a select few of rny very good 
friends who have stood beside me in my hour of need. 
Because at the beginning 1 had no money at all. But now, 
thanks to their support, and thanks to the God Almighty. 1 
have come to a stage where I can actually fight it out in court 
and prove my innocence. 


Q: In this connection, there has been talk of your alleged 
l i n ks with Dawood... 

A; No, this is absolutely false. There is absolutely no truth in 
that. 

Q: Are there people in India who have stood by you? 

A: Oh yes, there have been people, both within the industry 
and outside...But this crisis has taught me a lot. I have seen 
through so many things. I have seen friends who ran away. 
And these were the people who would at one time say 'Arc 
hum tumhare liye kuch bhi kar sakte hain (We can do anyth¬ 
ing for you).’ and now they are not even ready to pick up the 
phone! I used to make test runs, by just calling them. But 1 stop¬ 
ped when I realised 1 was just ending up hurting my.scli 
Those people I have done good to have back stabbed me 

Q: What effect has all this had on your family? 

A; That’s one thing for which 1 will never forgive the people 
who have done this to me. The effect it has had on my family, 
my children. I feel so sickened when 1 think of my aged pa - 
ents back in India This is the time when I should supoot 
them, but they are running helter-skelter.. 

Q: Have they faced any kind of persecution? 

A: No. no they dare not trouble my p-irents 

Q: How do you feel about the way you have been treated 
by your country? 

A: 1 am very sad that 1 have come to a stage when 1 do not want 
to go back to my countiy. 1 am a patriotic Indian. 1 do noi 
blame my countiy or my countrymen for my predicament. 1 
blame a few corrupt, dangerous people These people have lo 
be ridiculed the way they have ridiculed me. Otherwise they 
will never learn. Unki daririilgi kt khunik itni budh clitiki luii 
ki (Then viciousness has reached such proportions that i they 
will go on doing this kind of thing 

Q: But haven’t you made their job easier by often being 
brash and loud-mouthed? For instance, your outburst 
against Gulshan Kumar... 

A: That was just hype. But yeah, maybe yeah. I agree with 
what you say. But I don’t regret it at all Because I has e always 
spoken for the truth. And 1 increasingly feel thal wc are all 
becoming like eunuchs. We don I really say what we feel and 
do what is right, and the results arc there foi all to see 

We need upright people who arc willing to e\en stake then 
lives to improve the conditions presailing in the country, lo 
expose wrongdoing and bring the truth to light It’s time for 
people to take a stand against thi.sruthlessricss. Ii this i.s encou¬ 
raged, or not opposed, it'll go to a point bcyoiui icpan. 

Q: Do you feel that Muslims in Bombay are insecure 
today? 

A; Yes. there is a general feeling of insecurity among 
Muslims. Police atrocities are definitely there. That Muslim 
bias does exi.st. Ji is because of good, like-minded Hindu bro- 
Uiers who still believe in unity and love, that there is still hope. 

But it is time for a good government to decide the future of 
the Muslims, because if they are going to be treated shabbily 
and all the time be under the threat of being persecuted...It's 
not a good feeling at all. Jl is time for a positive signal to come 
from the government, before it is too late. • 
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On The 
Warpath 

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee attacks 
Pakistan and his political opponents at a rally 
in Patna 


T he Indian Armed Forces are 
giving ihe Pakistan Army and 
infiltrators backed by it. a befit¬ 
ting reply in the Kargil, Dras 
and Batalik sectors in Jammu 
and Kashmir. At the same time, the Indi¬ 
an Ihime Minister Alai Behari Vaj¬ 
payee, loo, IS equally aggressive in fir¬ 
ing salvos against Paki.staii to garner sup¬ 
port on both national and international 
level. 

In a series of attack.^ against Pakistan, 
the Prime Minisiei and his entourage 
comprising the Union finance minister 
Yashwani .Sinha and Union rnini.ster of 
state for forest and environment Babulal 
Marandi. and a host of state BJP leaders 
vent their ire against Pakistan as well as 
political opponents on 25 June in Patna. 

Using the skirmish- 

tuined-confronlation in Kargil as an 
issue to score over other political par¬ 
ties, the BJP hurriedly called a Ra,shtra 
Haksha Rally at the hi.storic Gandhi Mai- 
dan in Patna. However, it is a matter of 
debate whether the rally was organised 
keeping in view the war-Iikc situation in 
Kargil or the forthcoming parliamentary 
elections. 

Speaking at the rally, Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee warned Pakistan that it had 
already lost a lot in the past three misad¬ 
ventures. "But Pakistan will have to 
make it clear before the war is declared. 


what areas it is ready to lose," bellowed 
Vajpayee. 

"In the last 27 years there was no con¬ 
flict over the LoC, now there is a fight 
going on to maintain the status quo 
ante," he explained. "It is not just infiltra¬ 
tors, our forces are, in fact, fighting the 
Pakistan Army which is backing the 
intruders," he added. 

Making a point to enlighten the mas¬ 


ses attending the rally, Vajpayee .stated 
that when there was a war with Pakistan 
for the first time, it had tried to grab 
Kashmir. The second time, it .utacked 
India to grab the Kutch. The third time, 
it had to wash its hands off Banglade.sh. 
"Everytime it lost. And now fighting is 
on for the fourth time and it is also not 
known, what i* might have to lose," said 
the PM. 
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H owever, attacking Pakistan was not 
the only reason why Vajpayee had 
come to Patna. "It was the job of the 
Oppo.sition to go for a no-confidence 
motion. But ironically, the government 
had to go for a confidence motion,” said 
Vajpayee. "Jo log paanch minute mein 
sarkar hanane ka daava kar rahe the. 
wnh ek mahine mem bhi sarkar nain 
bandpaye" he added. 

Considered as an appropriate stage to 
Hag off the election campaign for the 
BJP, the Rashtra Raksha Rally, though 
convened to enlighten the people about 
the ongoingconflictat the LoC, deviated 
instead to elections and the "Laloo- 
Rabri misrule in Bihar". 

Even Vajpayee made it clear when he 
said, ”1 have not come here to talk about 
elections. Polls come and go, it is to 
maintain solidarity in the country keep¬ 
ing in view the threat from Paki.stan." 
However, its another story that he, too, 
could not refrain himself from bringing 
up the topic of confidence motion and 
incompetence of the Opposition in form¬ 
ing an alternate government. 

Almost all the speakers at the rally 
had two things to talk about; One, the 
Kargil conflict. Two, politics in Bihar. 
Repeated appeals to unite against jhe 
RJD government in Bihar were made 
and the final political stroke came when 
leaders declai^ to make Atal Bihari Vaj- 


Speaking at a large 
rally, Prime Minleter 
V^fpayee warned 
Pakistan that It had 
already lost a lot in 
the past three 
misadventures 
against India. And 
that Pakistan now 
had to make it clear, 
before declaring war, 
what areas it Is 
going to lose 


payee the Prime Minister of India for the 
second time. The crowd enjoyed the 
.snide remarks made at the Laloo-Rabri 
regime. In other words, the plain messa¬ 
ge of the rally was to rout the Rabri Devi¬ 
led RJO government in Bihar in the 
polls. 

T he state BJP president, Nand Ki.shore 
Yadav, spoke about the apathy of the 
RJD government towards the develop¬ 
ment of the state. He said that in the last 
15 months, the Union government sanc¬ 



tioned projects worth Rs 25,0(XX) crore 
in Bihar, but the state govemnieni has 
done nothing about it. 

In his tirade against Lalocr Yadav, the 
Leader of the Opposition in Bihai 
Assembly, Sushil Kumar Modi charged: 
"Though Laloo calls himself a brother ot 
a chaprasi, he has three houses in Patna. 
I had been to Lalixi's mamage as a 
huraati and saw that Rabri’s father did 
not even have a bigha of land. But look 
at the transformation now." 

Meanwhile, the Union defence mini¬ 
ster, George Fernandes, on his way (o 
Rajgir in Nalanda district for an assess¬ 
ment of the progress of work of the Ordi¬ 
nance factory, said that no time limit has 
been set for flushing out the infiltrators. 
"Till all the intruders ;irc chased out or 
wiped out, Operation Vijay will conti¬ 
nue," said Fernandes. "Moreover, one 
should not take Pakistan’s nuclear threat 
lightly." he added. The defence mini¬ 
ster, however, denied that the chief of 
army staff V.P. Malik had advised that 
the LoC should be crossed. 

However, the same day in Pune, 
Prime Minister Vajpayee said "if the 
instigation from Pakistan became intole¬ 
rable, India will not remain patient". The 
Prime Minister also declared that "at an 
opportune moment, India will decide 
when the LoC needs to be crossed". • 
NavrndZMt/Pam* 
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Its REMO, FOLKS! 


Recipe for irresistible pleasure cocktail: rain 
dance on a Saturday night and Kamo FamandM 
singing live. And to hell with patriotism. At a weekend splash 
in the capital, Delhi-ites literally soaked up the Goanese 
singer’s folksy pop oblivious of the traffic jam that the 
water trawlers were causing in the more sober realms outside. 
For Remo, who took six years to bring out his last album, the 
tour was one good thing that happened. Not for those stuck 
with their cars in the snarl. One guy, caught in the middle, 
seethed: "There's a war on, our men are dying and something 
like this doesn’t make much sense." Of course it doesn’t. 
Since when has sense accompanied wet revellers in search of 
orgasmic bliss? 



HA PPY NUPTIA LS HeRE COMES THE 

Two of our biggest stars got married NORWEGIAN SALMON 


/ 



'.I 


OccupathMi: Fast bowler 

FaiHQin foR Not the aggro 
sort. In an age where fa,st 
bowlers are chronically 
violent types, he’s one of 
the few gcxxi-natured 
guys around. Recently 
adjudged faster than 
Glenn McGrath 

Got manM to: S. Jyotsna, 
a .student of Delhi’s Lady 
.Shriram College who 
moved to Bangalore 



I I 


OoeiipitiOH: Leg-spin 
bowler 

Fanwin ton The only 
spinner who doesn’t spin 
and the only player in 
recent times to have 
scalped ten in an innings. 
Also a genuine 
gentleman on the field 

Gal mantod to: Chetana, a 
girl from Mysore. She 
was earlier with a travel 
agency 


INTCRESnNG POMT: Both tied the knot on the same day 


—1 July 


The salmon sizzled on the frying pan. "It has 
arrived," announced the Norwegian chef, "the 
salmon from Norway has reached the shores of India." At the 
press conference in a Delhi five-star hotel to launch the fish m 
India, organisers went to the extent of actually demonstrating 
some of the dishes one could make with it. Apparently, the 
salmon, which forms 90 per cent of Norway’s fish export, also 
cracked the Chinese market—but only after a little marketing 
gimmick. Realising that the Chinese don’t readily take to 
things not traditional, sales experts thought up a cooking 
competition for the best recipe with the fish. And voila\ it 
worked: in no time there were dozens of them and all m 
Chinese style Should be a hit here as well. At the launch, 
when an inquisitive journo raised his hand for a clarification, 
the lady sitting beside him whispered “matpoochhna, bhookh 
lagi hai”. He obliged. 
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Compiled by ANANDA KAMAL SEN 


Exorcising THE GOST 
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Your book is translated into 40 languages, sells 
over a trillion copies, yet you want to gel away 
from it all? After the God Of Small Things cult that she 
unwittingly spawned, novelist AnindiHrtl Roy, who became 
piwrer by Rs 15 lakh when she donated generously to the 
Narmada Bachao movement, says. "1 began to feel every little 
thing in the book was being turned into a silver coin and the 
only way to escape was to go back to the world where my 
book was drawn." Her forays into the Narmada valley have 
now translated into a 17,000-word essay in the form of— 
yeah, you guessed right! — another book. The Greater 
Common Good, 

Question: will the book have the .same effect as her Booker 
Prize-winning one? Tough to predict. For the moment 
though, the ghost of GOST is proving a difficult one to 
exorcise. 


Film stars 
don’t always 
have it easy—the wriggle to 
stardom is often fraught with 
peril. Raul MiiMimIm, 
voluptuous, honey- voiced 
heroine, recently had a 
narrow escape while doing a 
scene of a skating 
competition The problem 
was, neither Rani nor her 
co-star Mayuri Kango knew 
how to .skate. So despite 
being tied to the ceiling by a 
metallic cable, the two 
collided. Rani fainted, as the 
whole cable fell on her, but 
except for a gash on the 
forehead, e.scaped unhurt 
and was back after a six-hour 
rest. Director Raj 
Kanwar didn’t oblige her 
request for a cancellation of 
the shixit. 


Narrow 

ESCAPE 
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ACT 


Uzra Butt and Zohra Sega-l reunite after 
40 years to share the spotlight on a London stage 

T hey were both diincers in Uday India, saying "Ab to miite rahenge, ab t 
Shankar’s danee troupe, both bus bhi hai, busahhi ruki tonahinV At 
leading ladies at the Prithvi Delhi show, she had similarly ad-libbet 
Theatre in Bombay in tlie “Ab to bus bht chal rahihai," tohov/hc 
1940s and both comoletelv lau£hter from the audience. 


T hey were both dancers in Uday 
Shankar’s dance troupe, both 
leading ladies at the Prithvi 
Theatre in Bombay in tlie 
1940s and both completely 
devoted to the arts. Those were the days 
when Zohra Segal and Uzra Butt, 
sisters, had the theatre and dance world 
at their feet. 

But they went their different ways 
after marriage. Uzra travelled to Paki¬ 
stan in 1960 becau.se her husband was ill 
and the family was there. Zohra remain¬ 
ed in India and then travelled to Britain 
Forty years later they came together 
again on stage, in a play that was rough¬ 
ly ba.scd on their lives. It was the sort of 
story every scriptwnter would dream of 
writing, the story of sisters separated, a 
metaphor for a country divided. 

After packed shows in India and 
Pakistan, Aik Thi Nam came to London 
as pan of the Chor Bizarre Theatre Festi¬ 
val. The play is about a conservative 
family in Pakistan where the grandmo¬ 
ther (Uzra Butt) is the matriarch. But a 
visit Irom her .sister, the Nani from India 
(Zohra Segal), changes the family for 
ever. 

With the guns booming presently 
over Kargil, this lndo*Pak stage venture 
on British soil seemed even more 
poignant. 

"1 feel very strongly about it | Kar¬ 
gil I," Zohra Segal told Sonoay. "What 
are the politicians up to't Why can’t we 
live like friendly neighbours? I .see such 
enthusiasm when I go to Pakistan, it is 
very .sad." 

Segal even put in a line at the end of 
the play when the Nam is returning to 


India, saying “Ab to miite rahenge, ab to 
bus bhi hai, bus abhi ruki to nahinV At a 
Delhi show, she had similarly ad-libbed, 
“Ab to bus bht chal rahi hai," to howls of 
laughter from the audience. 

B utt moved to Pakistan in 1960. She 
had been in Prithvi Theatre from 
1944 to ’58, playing the female lead to 
Pirthviraj Kapoor who was apparently 
fascinated by her charm and good looks. 
She married Hamid Butt, a .script writer, 
and moved to Pakistan when he I'ell ill. 

"It was very painful moving away 
from home,” said Butt. "I was homesick, 
1 hated leaving India, there was so much 
to do in India. I felt I wa.s in a cultural 
vacuum in Pakistan. Still 1 tried to adjust 
myself. I started teaching drama to a few 
girls in .school." 

"In 1965, Paki.stan started its first tele¬ 
vision programmes. I did a small pro¬ 
gramme — extracts from some of my 
plays m which 1 played three different 
women without changing my dress or 
make-up. 1 still remember the night it 
was telecast. We were having a small 
party at home, and after it was over, my 
husband jumped up and hugged me and 
said, ‘At last you have found a way of 
expressing yourself again.’ He knew I 
was missing my art, mi.ssing the theatre." 

In Ek Thi Nani Uzra plays the role of a 
con.servative .senior citizen who doe,sn’l 
want her grand-daughter to take up 
acting. "Politics has made a lot of diffe¬ 
rence," .she said. "People want to act. 
Things are changing slowly in Paki.stan. 
Parents are not keen to see their girls on 
stage, but they don’t mind them acting 
on television. But it is still difficult to 




have a stage career for a girl." 

Butt joined the Pakistan theatre group 
Ajoka in 1983 and has been acting with 
them since. The group does only contem¬ 
porary plays focussing on relevant 
themes. 

She is delighted to be able to share the 
arclights with her sister after 40 years. 
"It was a great joy acting with her. but il 
was also a great challenge," she said. 
"2k)hra has been acting throughout, hut 1 
have been in theatre on and off. I had to 
gather ail my courage to act with her. 
My role was more difficult. I play a sub¬ 
dued woman, a prejudiced person, who 
gradually changes. She has to break out 
of a shell. That was difficult." 

Z ohra Segal, 87, is the older and the 
more famous of the two. She i«gan 
her career in Prithvi Theatre and then 
moved on to Uday Shankar’s dance trou¬ 
pe. Quite a .seasation in the fortie.s and 
the fifties, Zohra moved to Delhi in 1959 
where she worked with the Naty a Akadc- 
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"Zohrahas 
been acting 
throughout, 
but I have 
been in theatre 
on and off," 
says Uzra 
(left). "I had to 
gather all my 
courage to act 
with her" 
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For Segal had continued with her theatre 
and dance career, whereat circumstan¬ 
ces had forced Butt to give her career a 
break. For both, acting together after 40 
years had been a moving and emotional 
experience. 

As for the play, after successl'ul runs 
in Karachi, Islamabad and Lahore, 
where it had to be staged at neutral 
venues like the British Council and Max 
Mueller Bhavan, for it was perceived as 
being against the two-nation theory and 
too critical of Pakistan, Aik Thi Nani 
was expected to travel to Chandigarh 
and Calcutta. But given the present poli¬ 
tical climate, the cast and crew are head¬ 
ing straight back to Lahore, rather than 
do more shows in India 

The play ha.s not been allowed to 
enter Bombay, much to the disappoint¬ 
ment of Sanjana Kapoor, who looks 
after Prithvi Theatre, and who would 



mi She came to Britain in 1960 al ter her 
dancer husband, Kameshwai Segal, 
died. The war with China broke out and 
.she was stranded in Britain. 

"I didn't get any work," recalls Zohra 
Segal. "Who would give me anything? 1 
was flat-chested, big-hipped and 50 
years old at the time. It was a struggle to 
stay on boaid." 

But her dedication to her work was 
unquestionable and perscverencc paid 
off. Soon she was making her mark in 
television serials like Partition and Tan- 
doori Nights and more recently in films 
like Bhaji on the Beach and Masala. 

Initially it wasn’t so heartbreaking 
when her sister Uzra moved to Paki.stan, 
because they would meet every two 
years in London, but then the visits 
could not be so frequent. Segal admits 
that there was some rivalry between the 
sisters when they were both in Bombay. 
She says she didn’t realise it at first but 
now knows that there was. 

"Uzra was so beautiful, tall and eleg¬ 



ant with big eyes, not like me She was 
gentle and kind and everybody loved 
her. I was vicious and mean and stingy. 
She was a challenge to me," laughs 
Segal, adding, "I am grateful for that 
challenge. For it shov cd me the way to 
bectwne a good dancer. 1 worked doubly 
hard In so many ways it was Uzra who 
inspired me and made me bring out iny 
best." 

Ironically, after all these years, it was 
Uzra who felt the jitters when she shared 
the .stage with her more-famous sister. 


have liked nothing better than to sec the 
two leading ladies of her giandfather’s 
theatre company coming together after 
41) years to act in a historic play. "Prithvi 
Theatre would be the perfect setting, but 
it still has to happen," says Sanjana. 

Meanwhile, the si.sters will go back to 
their homes in two different countries 
with the memory of a reunion they will 
always cherish. • 

Shrmbanl Bmau/Lontton 
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The media-shy 
Wipro chief is now the 
world’s richest Indian 


Premji s 


I t is a classic case of money can't 
buy happiness. For Azim Hasham 
Premji, the 54-year-old chairman 
of Wipro Limited, riches have 
meant more trouble than 
happiness. 

Last month, Forbes magazine declar¬ 
ed him the ‘richest Indian in the world’. 
Now 177th in the world rich-li.st, Premji 
has beaten Lakshmi N. Mittal, the 
London-ba.sed NR I to become the rich¬ 
est Indian. 

But he does not seem to be ecstatic 
over the just-acquired distinction. In 
fact, he IS losing a lot of sleep over how 
to duck camera lights and unsolicited 
media attention that his new status has 
brought. 

The trouble is—with the U.S$ 2.8 bil¬ 
lion tag now firmly attached to him — 
the .showcasing is bound to happen. Spe¬ 
cially if one happens to hold 76 per cent 
of the equity in a multi-billion dollar 
company. 

However, the money may have come 
fast but it entailed a long and rough ride 
uphill. 

I t began with a 22-year-old dropping 
out of an engineering course at Stan¬ 
ford University. USA and rushing back 
to Bombay to take over the reins of a 
small vegetable oil company after the 
death of his father in 1966. He had inhe¬ 
rited an oil mill in the obscure town of 
Almaner in Maharashtra. A journey that 
began with the sunflower brand of veget¬ 
able oil, made it to one of the biggest soft¬ 
ware and hardware companies in India. 
The sunllower insignia went on to beco¬ 
me the logo of Wipro and is likely to go 
places for sometime, before the sun- 
flowei fully blooms. 

The rise and nse of Premji, by any 
standards, is quite a phenomenal trans¬ 
formation within a span of 30 years. 

From taking over Western India Vege- 
table Products to heading Wipro, a 
leader in the IT sector, Premji has taken 
each step forward cautiou.sly. Wipro 
was amongst the first family businesses 
to induct professional managers, hiring 
staff from the Indian Institute of Managc- 
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ment way back in the mid-seventies. In 
fact, Premji had already started talking 
about ‘ethical practices’ and 'professio¬ 
nalism' long before they became fashio¬ 
nable corporate mantras. 

And yet, the reticent Premji is extre¬ 
mely conservative when it comes to busi¬ 
ness. That is one reason why he is not wil¬ 
ling to let go of the traditional vegetable 
oil and soaps business that he inherited 
as his first business venture. The logic is 
simple: if it’s making a profit, why not'^ 
Within the company many feel that it 
‘lowers the tone’ of a hi-tech IT bu.si- 
ness. But for the chairman, the incompa¬ 
tibility between Wipro Shikakai soap 
and Wipro Infotech Enterprise Solu¬ 
tions is inconsequential It’s the profit 
that matters. Maybe that’s one rea.son 
why he’s amassed all that much money. 

He is not averse to radical changes, as 
long as they fit into his scheme of 
events. Three years ago, Premji. along 
with his business headquarters, shifted 
from Bombay to Bangalore. It was a car¬ 
efully calculated move. Since most of 
the Wipro businesses — hardware, soft¬ 
ware and maintenance — were all in 
Bangalore, the idea was to be at the helm 
of affairs rather than keep a close watch 
from another part of the country. 

Azim Hasham 
Premji is not willing 
to let go of the 
vegetable oil and 
soaps business that 
he started out with. 
It’s the profit that 
matters 


And his company is steadily expan¬ 
ding. With a worldwide network and a 
joint venture with General Electric, a 
US-based corporate giant—things have 
just started to happen. 


T oday he is the father of two grown-up 
sons, one working for GE and the 
other studying commerce at a Bangalore 



LN. Mittal: now t«eoiKl to PrMitil on 
thorielHIot 


college. But Premji denies grooming his 
sons so that they can take over from him. 
He has gone on record saying that his 
sons need not necessarily inherit the 
Wipro empire if they do not come up to 
the scratch. But given the 76 per cent 
holding, it could hardly be any other way. 

Premji‘s wife Yasmeen is a post¬ 
graduate from a US university. Earlier, 
she was on the staff of Ac Inside 
Outside magazine. Like Premji, all his 
family members prefer staying away 
from the spotlight. 

In fact, the only person Premji seems 
to be comfortable talking about is proba¬ 
bly his faAer. He narrates an interesting 
anecdote about how his father refused to 
go to Pakistan despite being personally 



AVIPRO 

Applying Thought 


Milestones 

The rise and rise of 
Wipro Limited 

■ 1945: Incorporation of Western 
India Vegetabie Products Limited 

■ 1977; Name changed to Wipro 
Products Limited 

■ 1980: Diversifies into 
Information Technology 

■ 1982: Name changed to Wipro 
Limited 

■ 1990: A joint venture with GE 
Medicai System 

■ 1995; Corporate headquarters 
shifted from Bombay to Bangalore 

■ 1999: Chairman of Wipro 
Limited declared the richest Indian 
by Forbes magazine 


invited by Mohammad All Jinnah at the 
time of Partition. Apparently, Jinnah 
had requested him to be a minister in his 
government and even choo.se his own 
mini.stry. According to Premji, this was 
one Aing his fathei was clear about: 
India was his home. 

And as for Premji, he seems to have 
cho.sen the same path. And the one thing 
that he seems to be clear about is to be 
amongst the top ten companies of India 
in Ac shortest possible time. 

Which probably explains his quite 
unusual favourite hobby—hiking. 

He is just too fascinated by heights. • 
AnvtmJoahl/Bmngalorm 
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Will changing captains 
help? Does India have a 
future in world cricket? 




1NE TEMPO WAS HYSTERKAl, the 

build-up, feverish. Television, radio, 
advertising, packaging, marketing...it was 
about everything but cricket. It doesn’t get 
any bigger than this, announced sundry 
celebrities authoritatively. It certainly didn’t. 

And, when India lost out on World Cup 
1999 resoundingly, the search for the Bad 
Boy in the pack started with equal vengeance. 
"Becau-se of him...it’s because of him," 
screeched former Indian captains in unison, 
about Azharuddin, soon-to-be-deposed 
captain of the Indian team. 

Cricket matches are lost for many reasons. 
Sometimes they’re fixed and, therefore, 
pre-ordained to lose. Bad weather slows 
down the pace. The team hasn’t 


Cool, confident and articulate, Ajav 
.ladeja has been knovin to motivate 
his teammates in a \va> ver\ few can, 
Mis ‘relaxed vet atjiiressive' stvle is 
infectious 
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Md Azliaruddin; After India's 
failure at World Cup 1999, 
the search for the Bad Boy in 
the pack started with a 
vengeance. “It's because of 
him," screeched former 
Indian captains in unison 
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CB 


Talented, 
non-controversial 
and committed, 
Sachin Tendulkar 
leads bv example. 
But nill the burden 
j of captaincy 
" weigh too heavy on 
India's Most 
, Valuable 
r Player? 






Tendutkar pacilying the crowd at Eden Gardens in February, 1999, at the inda Pak match, after sections of it turned violent 


worked hard enough and doesn’t 
have back up logistical support. Team 
spun isn’t strong enough 'The captain 
can't hold his boys together... 

India lost the Wuilil Cup lor most of 
these reasons But there were tnaiiy 
others Inilian industry spent crores of 
rupees on the build up loi the World 
Cup. But members ol the Indian team 
were not go'en video eassettc recorders 
in their rooms, so thai tlicy could watch 
the |)eiformance of the team they were to 
play the nex.1 day While the South Afri¬ 
cans ;ind the Australians were closettcd 
in their hold looms every evening 
minuiely studying the field, the streng¬ 
ths and weaknesses of all their competi¬ 
tors. the Indian cricketers were dancing 
the night away in discos 

Players just couldn’t discipline them- 
sch'cs to face matches. Okay, you’ve 
had a late night But if you’re fit, the 
clianees are, a good night’s sleep will 
restore some ol the damage. 

If you ((in sleep. Contravening all 
rules, many players brought guests to 
their rooms who slept there .sometimes 


foui or live to a room. II the captain and 
the managers knew about this, they said 
nothing How can anyone who has been 
up half the night and slept mtermit- 
tciuly, e\er perform on the field? 

These are small things. The bigger 
things — like ihe captain’s failure and 
the team's inability to perform — will 
be discussed by the Board of Cricket 

Cricket matches are lost for 
many reasons. Sometimes 
they're fixed. Bad weather 
slows down the pace. The team 
hasn't worked hard enough 
and doesn’t ha\e back-up 
logistical support. Team spirit 
isn't strong enough. The 
captain can’t hold his boys 
together... 


Control in India (BCCl), when it meets 
next. But the fact is that Indian industry 
sold the people of India a lemon They 
kept advertising India as the winning 
team. But the Indian team was not com¬ 
mitted to winning — and so it couldn’t 
win. 

All this makes you wonder whether 
India has a future in world cricket at all 
Take .some small but imponant 
questions: 

• Why did a team, easily the best on 
paper, not perform? 

• What happened in that traumatising 
la.st half-hour at Leicester when India 
lost closely to Zimbabwe. It was that 
match which sealed our fate. 

• Why did the batting collapse once the 
top three or four batsmen failed? 

• Why couldn’t the problem of line and 
length of our bowlers be sorted out even 
after the team was sent to England a 
month in advance? 
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'Fhese are some of the questions for 
which Indian cricket-watchers want 
answers The philosophising can come 
later. Why didn’t India win? 

AZHARUDOIN, WHO IS being square¬ 
ly blamed for the Indian debacle, is yet 
to return from England. He reportedly 
underwent a surgery of the shoulder 
some time ago. What this has to do with 
his extended London sojourn is not 


known, but he is clearly spending his 
time profitably: he was spotted shopp¬ 
ing at HarTod.s a few days ago. Not Aat 
he was the only one. Several Indian 
players chose to extend their stay after 
the tournament was over. They were 
.seen shopping, attending parties and 
doing just about everything, but 
mourning. 

India takes cricket seriously. So the 
demand that the captain of the team 


explain India's defeat is being voiced in 
the same breath as the demand that the 
captain be replaced. Are the two linked? 

Even during the tournament, stal¬ 
warts like Bishen Singh Bedi and Sunil 
Gavaskar had criticised Azhar’s captain¬ 
cy. He was considered too laid-back on 
the field, he did not radiate the confiden¬ 
ce a captain should. A leave- 
them-alone-they-know-their-job policy 
is fine if you’re running a corporation. 
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Wlllli HI I lailiiN iliiilllili' n is 20s days—not many had recko- 

~ ~d that hr cnt^.;hi)i^h«d world cricket. 

i}tto vii$Ba)iy«vm tie^^ sun. he faces a test of nerves: asMim- 

.« . w ita««.BAj» nf tine Anri rtrivt/tiA^w-.downs (k>?imnatin^ 


inf the 
—with 



upon him when the selection committee deci- 
flieaiset|f28ihew<s dw second-youngest Indian captain evw (after 
V inexperience firmliy got the better of Wm. 

_.._,„cnsasc. 

aSiandoned) and onJy 3 wins in 14 Tests. The idol 
.|tad jhst about got a whiff erf bad blood. But the selec- 


^ ,lhi«!8te49,,,, 



iStedtin, diough disappointed, took the loss of captaincy 
iates Hride wifi his characteristic sang-froid. He went 
business: making runs. In spite of a nagging b^k 
llijwy, 1*998 saw a verit!d)ie deluge of runs fmm the Little 
and he was back to being nuniero uno in a way he 
tod never been before. 

Inearty 1999. there was again talk of Sachin being m^e 
.dtit d^Main. But he was adamant in his refusal: "Only after 
d» World Cup can I give it a diought. But as of now, I 
diSo’t want to take charge of the team." 

. was during the World Cup that Tendulkar suffered an • 
.ai^ising persona! loss; his father expired. He came back 
. to Bmnbay for the funeral but flew back in time for a cruci- 
match against Kenya. And as he blasted his way to 140 
not out. with the last 40 runs coming of only 17 balls, the 
. nation and the cricketing fraternity stood up to salute 
h^'I^UiaiKe and commitment. 

liirforumately, it was ti» late. During Sachin’s absence, 
Ibidukhad lost a vital match against Zimbabwe and that 
went on to be their undoing at the end of the day. It was the 


Niityf 1998 saw a varitabie 


laAig Miaiamaiiala a way he had never been belw 


la»t straw when India couldn’t even salv^e some much- 
needed pride by losing the inconsequential last Super Six 
fixture to New Zealand. 

In the aftermath of the World Cup, post-mortem rei»rts 
point heavily towards a vacuum at the tc^. TTic need of the 
hoftir, feel people who matter, is a dedicated, committed 
and fisciplined captain who will lead by example. 

And who better than Sachin — two years olto .siiKc ht^ 
last stint, and definitely wiser? • 
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But leading a cricket team is a different 
ballgame altogether. 

This message never reached the India 
skipper. 

Okay, assuming that Azhar bad his 
own brand of team management and 
some other tactical tricks up his sleeve 
known only to him — well, where were 
they when the matches were going on? 

Azharuddin's un-captain-like tjualit- 
ies were displayed not just on the field 
but off it as well. All doors to Azhar 
were .shut when the team was not play¬ 
ing cricket. The di.stance was so much 
that at limes younger players didn't get 
to Sec their captain until the next day’s 
practice session. No team dinners, no 
team entertainment, no informal chats, 
there was no activity off the field which 
could keep the team together. 

And the last straw was: the artist with 
the bat failed as well. There is now a defi¬ 
nite mood for a change of guard. But the 
question is: who next? 

The choice boils down to three — 
Sachin Tendulkar, Ajay Jadeja or Anil 
Kumble. Rumble is a good strategist, a 
good thinker. But dynamism is the buz- 


Azharuddin’s 
un-captain>like qualities 
were displayed not just on 
the field but off it as well. All 
doors to Azhar were shut 
when the team was not 
playing cricket. The 
distance was so much that at 
times younger players 
didnT get to see their 
captain until the next day’s 
practice session 


zword these days. Moreover, there 
aren’t too many who will speak for Kum¬ 
ble. So imless he makes it by default, the 
choice IS between Sachin and Jadeja. 

TWE CRACKS IN the team were visible 
before the World Cup. In fact, talk of 
appointing a new captian had begun 


0 P SINHA 

when the team was being chosen for the 
World Cup. At that lime an offer was 
made to Sachin Tendulkar, but he had 
one condition: remove Azhai from the 
team. However, the selcctor.s and the 
Board of Crieket Control in India 
(BCCl) felt at the lime that there was no 
substitute for Azhar in the No. 4 slot and 
Raj Singh Dungarpui, president of the 
BCCl, favoured the more experienced 
Azhar to lead the team In spite ol Jade- 
ja’s brilliance as a captain at Sharjah, he 
was considered a little inexperienced. 

Sachin and Jadeja formed one group 
within the team. The other group was 
that of Kumble, Sniiath and Venkatesh 
Prasad. With Azhar's Uus.sez-faire 
approach these schisms began to beco¬ 
me visible, 

What added to the problem was that 
Brijesh Patel, a cricketer, was sent as the 
administrative manager of the team for 
the first time. This led to some obvious 
differences between him and the coach 
over cricketing matters. Anshuman 
Gackwad. the coach, considered him as 
interfering in his work. 

And as if that was not all. differences 
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[ emerged between the physical trainer, 
Andrew Kokinos, and the team doctor. 
Dr Ravindra Chaddha. Kokinos has 
reportedly complained to the Board that 
C'haddha didn’t allow him to enter the 
field during games and restricted him 
during the team’s training sessions. 
C’haddha has got his own back. He says 
Kokinos was responsible in spreading 
indiscipline among the players by taking 
them to nightclubs, discotheques, bais, 
etc. 

Fhe.sc schisms did no good to the Indi¬ 
an team. It is not unnatural lor differen¬ 
ces to emerge among members of the 
team but in a good team the assumption 
is that binding forces come out trumps at 
the end of it all. It is here that a leader 
counts and it was here that Azhar lost 
count and India the World Cup Not 
only has all this reduced his acceptance 
among the fans but also among the Icam 
members. The team today looks for a 
motivating skipiici who can rejuvenate 
their sagging morale. 

Sachin fits the bill in many ways. He 
has a nationalist image; tho.se close to 
him have always considered this as one 
of his positive qualities. He doesn’t like 
It when his feels he has let India down. 
His teammates say that he weeps in the 
dressing room when he doesn’t get runs. 


short either. Indian cricket has suffered 
enough from regional preferences. This 
is a trend Tendulkar will have to change. 
Otherwise clannishness within the 
teams will only increase. As it is, there 
exists a Karnataka lobby, a Delhi- 
Haryana lobby and now a Bengal lobby. 
This cannot ever .send the right message 
to aspiring cricketers. There are players 
like Debashish Mohanty who have 
delivered for India earlier and in the 
World Cup. Many such lesser-known 
but talented cricketers arc waiting on the 
sidelines — Jyoti Yadav, M.S.K. Pra- 
.sad, Gyanendra Pandey, etc. 

Some members of the board feel that 
while Sachin can compromise on these 
conditions, he will not budge an inch on 
the condition that Azhar be taken off the 


AJit Agarkar: His poor parformance in 
the World Cup couid mean the axe 
may fall on him 


Nayan Mongla: He has failed to 
perform with the bat and it is time a 
replacement was groomed 

Many in the Board believe that his pas¬ 
sion fot cricket may be just the right 
dose the Indian cricket team needs. 

But then Sachin’s conditionalities? 

• Remove A/.har fiorn the team 


• Bring back Vnuxl Katnbli 

• Reconsider Paras Mhamhrey, give 
Kamtkar his due. 


The list is not endless but it is not 



IF SACHIN'S CONDITMNiS are not 

met, the obvious choice is Ajay Jadeja. 
Looked upon as a shrewd captain, Jadeja 
proved his credentials as a serious con¬ 
tender for the hot scat when he led India 
to two consecutive victories in Sharjah 
after the team had lost the first two 
matches under the captaincy of Azhar. 
Though he too doesn’t favour the inclu¬ 
sion of Azhar as a player, he is expected 
to be more flexible than Sachin. 

It’s full circle for the agony king of 
Indian cricket, Mohammad Azharud- 
din. A man who made a .sensational 
debut in the 80s, who enthralled mill¬ 
ions of cricket fans with his wristy play, 
who.se antics on the field made him the 
only Indian fielder of international stan¬ 
dards...Sadly the same man is today the 
arbiter of the future of Indian cricket. 

His lone supporter, Raj Singh Dungar- 
pur, has reportedly changed his stand on 
the grounds that Azhar has failed as cap¬ 
tain and has to pay. As a batsman, his tal¬ 
ent IS still recogni.sed. With all the talk of 
a shoulder surgery, it seems for certain 
that the decks are being slowly cleared 
for Sachin’s takeover. 

But that isn’t the only change on the 
cards. Not many are happy with the pres¬ 
ent selection committee. With the elec¬ 
tion of a new Board president .slated for 
August, a new selection committee may 
also take over Reportedly, the present 
chairman of the selection committee. 
Ajit Wadekar, is far too involved in per¬ 
sonal matters and .seems unable to give 
his full attention to cricket. 

Apart from these changes, there is 
talk of getting a new wicket-keeper into 
the team. Nayan Mongia has failed to 
perform with the bat and it is time a 
replacement was gnwmed. Names like 
M.S.K. Prasad and Vijay Yadav are 
doing the rounds. Another option being 
talked about is to make Rahul Dravid the 
permanent wicket-keeper of the team. 
There aren’t many takers for this sugges¬ 
tion, however. 

Ajit Agarkar’s poor performance in 
the World Cup could mean the axe may 
fall on him too. But these selections will 
have to be seen in the context of who the 
next captain will be. For the moment it 
.seems certain that Azhar is on his way 
out. 

Azhar may not have thought of such 
an exit. But the time has come for him to 
hang up his boots and depart with grace. 
If he doesn’t, he might have to fall from 
grace. • 

Prmnmb ifhMl S m ma ntm/M*w OmtU 
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POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


Enough is enough 


V.P. Singh owes some explanations to the nation 


Wc shiuild 

demand an apolo¬ 
gy from formei 
Prime Minister 
Vishwanath Pr.i- 
tap Singli li'r mis 
'I leading us on the 
Bofors gun. All 
kinds of allega¬ 
tions were made 
about the pay-off and the performance 
of the gun. Consequently, the company 
was blacklisted and banned m the 
country. The Bofors gun deal snowball¬ 
ed into a major political controversy and 
in the ensuing election it became the 
most imfiortant is.sue on which .Singh 
came to power. 

The wheel has turned full ciicle as the 
BJP government had lifted the ban on 
Bofors. The gun proved its mettle in the 
ongoing Operation Vijuy against 
Pakistani intruders in Kargil The high- 
calibre gun has proved to be most effec- 
t/vc in the inhospitable teiiains of Kargil 
and Siachen. 

The howit/cr has a long range ol up to 
42 km and is the oiilj LS.S-mrn .irlillery 
gun in the aimy’s inventory. The aiiny 
has been facing consideiable problems 
in obtaining spates, owing to which it 
has been forced to cannibalise a iiumbei 
of these guns. 

No one was against probing the coi- 
ruption angle in the Botors deal, but the 
way Singh and othcis including CJcorge 
Fernandes and BJP leaders made allega¬ 
tions about the quality of the gun was 
not appropriate. Singh had said ui a 
public meeting at Gaya that the Bofois 
gun in,stead of killing the enemy backfi 
res op our soldiers because of its pooi 
quality. Now he’.s keeping quiet ovet the 
lifting of the ban on Bofors by the BJP 
government. 

As per the original agreement which 
was cancelled by .Singh, the company 
was supposed to supply shells at Rs 
6,000 each. Now ba;au.se of the dire 
need the government is purchasing these 
for Rs 45,000. The nation is losing heavi¬ 
ly thanks to V.P. Stngh 

Singh is an irresponsible politician. 
He can do anything for votes. He talks 


loudly about his love foi the pool, 
downtrodden and backward classes, but 
IS still feudal inside. He would nevci like 
to be treated by a Dalit oi an OBC doctor 
who has been it'ciuited thioiigh reserva¬ 
tion. He prefeis to be treated by the best 
doctoisofFngland oi America. 

At picsent he is in l.ondon undcigo- 
ing treatment for kidney ailment His 


machine for him at Delhi's Apollo hospi¬ 
tal. The doctors and the treatment here 
are as good as anywhere else. But Singh 
has hts own bizarre rea.sons for continu¬ 
ing in London 

First he said that the watei in Delhi 
docs not suit him as it is contaminated. 
When the government provided him 
with a water purifier came another one 
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Singli is an irresponsible politician. He can do anything for 
votes. He talks loudly about his love for the poor, 
downtrodden and backward classes, but is still feudal inside 


family, a |icisoiial physician and also an 
,SPG team aic wiifi him While one can 
undcrstaiul the jirc.sciice of his family 
members and the diK'toi, what is the 
need foi .SPG unn in London? These 
SPCi personnel iinincdiately alter then 
arrival in London have to deposit their 
antis with the depailment concerned 
Then stay, fieqiicnt tups to the country 
and back arc a dram on our national 
exchequer 

For that mailer, even his treatment at 
govcrnnHinl cxjiense in London is ques¬ 
tionable, The govenimcnt had earmark¬ 
ed a .scpaiate ward with dialysis 


that his haemoglobin level lends to go 
down when he is m India This is the 
maximum any government can provide 
If you are not satisfied with it and want 
more, then you should pay for it from 
your own ptKket 

You may ra-all, he had cvfn removed 
the SPG cover to Rajiv Gandhi, a deci¬ 
sion which cost his life, in order to bring 
down the expenditure on VIP security. 
He had said that the government was 
spending Rs 1 lakh every month on 
Rajiv’s security. Today, one can ask 
how much is being spent on V.P. Singh 
every month. • 
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MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


Nuclear deteneii 



The Bomb and its role in the 
present conflict 


Back in 1985, Mushahid Hussain, now 
Nawaz Sharifs very personable infor¬ 
mation rninislci , and then editor of the 
Islamabad Muslim newspaper, came to 
Delhi to interview Rajiv Gandhi. 
Because he was an old friend from my 
days in Karachi, 1 spent a little time with 
Mushahid after the intciview . He said he 
was pleased with the interview but for 

- —.J one answer of Rajiv’s. He did not think 

Rajiv Gandhi was right in expressing himself so vehemently 
against the nucican.sation of the subcontinent If India and 
Pakistan both had the n-bomb, he saiti, the asymmetry bet¬ 
ween the military strength ol the two countries would be 
removed and thus open the way to dialogue, ending half- 
a-century of doubt, suspicion and hostility between us. 

We gave Mushahid what he wanted on 11 May. 1998. And 
his country gave us what we did not want a few- days later. But 
we were the .sole nuclear power on the subcontinent for all of 
17 days. K. Subrahmanyam, whose craze for the Bomb resem¬ 
bles M.F. Hussain’s (and nunc) for Madhuri Dixit, could hard¬ 
ly contain his joy at India having become the n-bomb super¬ 
power of his aching dreams. What slopped his cup of joy from 
running over was that, as on 18 May 1998, when he publi.shed 
his Global Watch column in The kconomie Times, Pakistan 
was still to attain n-power status. A Pak bomb to match the 
Indian bomb was the consummation he ardently desired, for, 
as he argued. "If both countries become overtly nuclear, the 
Ka.shmirissue m all probability will get frozen in lavourof the 
status quo." Some diearns die hard. 

Dr API Abdul Kalam, the father of the Bomb, was quoted 
the same day in the same paper as saying that Pokhran-II and 
the nucleaiisation of our armed stiength would give us the 
"ability to vacate nuclear threats". Post-Kargil, the Pakistan 
foreign secietary has not vacated the nuclear threat, he has insi¬ 
diously raised it. And the Pakistan religious affairs minister, 
Raja Zafaiul Haq, has brought God into the equation. "The 
use of nuclear weapons," he has informed the Pakistan Sena¬ 
te, "is the right of the country if its security is in jeopardy." As 
when Its Mujahideen are driven back home‘s However, we did 
not have to wait a year to hear that threat. It was Vaiko who 
informed the Lok Sabha the day after ( hagai that paz.i Hus- 
.sain Ahmed, the chairman o) Pakistan’s Senate Foicign Rela¬ 
tions Committee (and a more charming gentleman would be 
hard to find), had answered Dr Kalam thus, "A nuclear-armed 
Pakistan would deter India from a wider conflict" and, therefo¬ 
re, "let us wage a jihad for Kashmir." The jihad is now upon us. 



T here were other voices too. Immediately after Pokhran-II, 
home minister Advani argued for ‘hot pursuit’ of Pakistani 
and Pak-backed intruders across the Line of Control. He call¬ 
ed this a ‘pro-active’ policy. When asked what he meant by 
‘pro-active’, the home minister clarified in the Lok Sabha that 
he meant taking ‘pre-emptive action’. We do not know what 
pre-emptive action the Vajpayee government has taken 
beyond cornering all the kebabs at the Lahore Fort banquet, 
but the nation’s jawans are learning at a horrendous cost in 
blood and bone of the pre-emptive action taken by Pakistan to 
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be and Kargil 



unilaterally altci the Line of Control. 

Advaniji, acknowledging that his job was ‘internal secu¬ 
rity’, not national security of the other sort, took the argument 
a mite further. "Pakistan’s nuclearpolicy," he patiently explai¬ 
ned to bkK'kheads who had not thought up this one on their 
own, "is India-specific. It is directed towards India and that 
too is Jammu Kashmir-specific." And here wa.s I, silly old me, 
thinking Pakistan's nuclear policy was directed at Burkina 
Faso and, like Advani’s nuclear policy, Jayalalitha-specific. 
Yes, indeed, all Pakistan policy is India-specific ‘and that too’ 


Jammu Kashmir-specific. So, how does the home minister’s 
Bomb help him cross the LoC in ‘hot pursuit' — and ‘pro¬ 
actively’ at that? If anyone has come across the LoC it is the 
Pakis. And our Bomb notwithstanding, we have already lost 
150 of the flowers of our youth giving the Pakis a hopelessly 
reactive response, where five minutes of pro-activism back in 
April could have saved us hundreds of precious lives 

And, of course, Advani also said, echoing his Cabinet col¬ 
league Madan Lai Khurana’s mure robust language, that the 
"geo-political situation changed in India's favour after the 
11th of May". Go tell that, Advaniji, on the mountains. The 
geo-political situation in Kargil has changed so much in our 
favour since the 11th of May that along a line extending some 
108 km the enemy has made incursions up to a depth of 8 km; 
some 800 square kilometres of India went into the enemy’s 
hands because the ‘geo-political situation changed in India’s 
favour’! The ‘fourth war’, which Khurana had called foi from 
his wrestling ring, is now upon us. 

Abdul Kalam had said that 
Pokbran-ll would give us the "ability 
to vacate nuclear threats" 


J agmohan, then a humble backbencher, but with the impres¬ 
sive credentials of having emptied the Vale of Kashmir of 
its Hindus, justified the Bomb as follows: "We do not want the 
spirit of Munich to visit us and we do not want the spirit of 
Pearl Harbour to visit us." If the Lahore Declaration has not 
proved in retrospect to be exactly as much an assurance of 
‘peace in our time’ as Chamberlain promised waving the 
piece of paper he had brought back from his encounter with 
Hitler in Munich, we are certainly entitled to ask where Jagmo¬ 
han picked picked up his history. And if Kargil did not take 
the i/ajpayee government just as unawares as the Japanese did 
in taking out the American fleet at Pearl Harbour, Jagmohanji 
had peih^s best explain what his reading is of the expression, 
‘being caught with one’s pants down'. 

Jagmohan added that before we got the Bomb "we were 
incapable of doing anything and anybody can come and turn 
around us" (his English, not mine). Who, one wants to know, 
has come into Kargil and turned around us? The Congress, 
and other pusillanimous predecessors of the brave Vajpayee, 
had failed to explode the Bomb, Jagmohan .stressed, not 
because they could not have done so but because "the level of 
courage and the level of commitment" of Vir Vajpayee "was 
not forthcoming". It took less than a year from then for Pak- 
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MANI-TALK 




LK. ADVANI: immediately after Pokhran-ll the home 
minister argued for ‘hot pursuit’ of Pakistani intruders 
across the Line of Control 

backed Mujahideen and Pakistani regulars to reach the ‘level 
of courage and commitment’ they are displaying in Kargil. 
That IS the outcome of the dauntless BJP taking upon itself to 
make India, first, and then Pakistan, overt nuclear weapon 
powers. 

Govindacharya’s piou.s pronouncements at least had the 
merit of being sincere and truthful. Justifying Pokhran-II, he 
.said, "Like .Ayodhya, the nuclear tests are an emotional natio¬ 
nalist assertion." In short, that when it comes to the next 
nmsjid. weTl nuke it. OuUe on par with Kushabhau Thakre’s 
deeply moving proposal that at the site of the blast there 
should be built a Shakti Peeth so that Pokhran becomes a kind 
of Hindu.Mecca/Medina, the goal of a 'religious pilgrimage’ 

O ur media was not behindhand in singing hosannas in prai¬ 
se of our blasting (he Bomb. For Shekhar Gupta of The 
Indian Express, "This is the end ol ambiguityand hypocrisy, 
this is a time for popular euphoria and celebration." The fire¬ 
crackers, Shekhar, are bursting all over the Himalayas. The 
Pioneer editor Chandan Mitra was, of course, bang on with 
his brand of hyperbole. “India has arrived," quoth he, "on the 
threshold of superpower status." Vajpayee should send Chan¬ 
dan, like he did The Observer's R.K. Mishra, on a secret mis¬ 
sion to G-8. Somebody has forgotten to tell them to invite 
superpower India. The Statesman, perhaps the Oracle him¬ 
self. C.R. Irani, in a moment of absent-minded anonymity, 
weighed in with this; "Governments (in India] have traction- 
ally made a mess of national security and strategic questions 
by falling between the two stools of "peaceniks’ and power- 
play." Which stool, dare one ask. is being clambered on from 



P. CHIDAMBARAM: he zeroed in on the real reason for the 
Bomb—To satisfy the vanity of a political party" 


Drass to Batalik'^ 

The Tribune of Chandigarh said we could now "shed the 
nuclear fear caused in fainthearts by the bullying US- 
Pakistani-China nexus". Ever since Pokhran-II, our nuclear 
bravehearts have assiduously wtx)ed the US as the US has 
never before been wooed by any self-respecting Indian 
government. And to rein in the Pakistanis, the bomb- 
empowered Vajpayee governnent has gone so far as to assure 
the startled Chinese, through Jaswant Singh in Beijing, that 
there is no threat at all, whatever George might say, none what¬ 
soever, from China. No more nexus, only plexus. 

The Hindustan Times found justification in the Bomb 
because "benign pacifism is not only unfeasible but may even 
send the wrong message of weakness to countries which have 
not shownanysign of wanting to live in friend.ship." So, we got 
our Bomb; the Pakis were intimidated into inviting us to 
Lahore; and while we feasted at the Fort the Mujahideen and 
Pak regulars were readying themselves to launch the most bla¬ 
tant military invasion of our land in a generation. "The bomb," 
went on The HT editorial, "is not a weapon of war. Its purpose 
is deterrence." Who has been deterred in Kargil? 

It was only The Economic Times that got it right; "India’s 
strategic position hasn’t improved, and may just have deterio¬ 
rated... No longer can India beat Pakistan." 

T he one voice that in the aftermath of Pokhran-II truly sp<^ 
the language of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru was P. 
Chidambaram’s. Though no longer of the Congress, Chidam¬ 
baram warned, "You have made both your major neighbours 
sworn enemies as a result of what you did." He drew the single 
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GEORGE FERNANDES: the only real invasion has been in the 
Kargil sector, of which the Raksha Mantrimi in blissful 
ignorance 


The nuclearisation of India and 
Pakistan has not led to friendship. It 
has led to Kai^l through the 
deception of Lahore 


most impoftant distinction between Pokhran-I and Pokhran 
-II: "When Shrimali Indira Gandhi tested it, she did not utter a 
word about weapon!sation. You tested it and before the 
mushroom clouds died down, your ministers were talking 
about weaponisation, about mounting warheads on missiles, 
about an unfinished agenda, about hut pursuits and about a 
fourth war." All that has come to pass—from weaponisation 
with n-bombs to the fourth war. And all in just a passing 12 
months. Chidambaram reminded the House that "the last war 
with China was fought 36 years ago. The last war with Paki¬ 
stan was tought 27 years ago". If has taken just 13 months 
from Pokhran-Il to a ‘war-like situation'. Meanwhile, Geor¬ 
ge’s discoveries — the Chinese helipad in Aranachal 
Pradesh, the Chinese road on our side of the Line of Actual 
Control, the Chinese naval base in the Coco islands — have 
all proved a chimera of George’s wild imagination. The only 
real invasion has been in the Kargil sector—of which, insists 
his party general secretary, the Raksha Mantri was in blissful 
ignorance. 


Chidambaram zeroed in on the real reason lor the Bomb 
"to satisfy the vanity of a political party". Calling on the coun¬ 
try to "abjure n-weapons," Chidambaram said, "We are oppos¬ 
ed to weapfini sation; we are opposed to building a nuclear arse¬ 
nal; and we are opposed to taking India into an arms race." To 
"acquire a whole arsenal of nuclear weapons," concluded Chi¬ 
dambaram, "cuts at the root of our commitment to a nuclear- 
weapon free world." Attaboy, Chidambaram. Absolutely, one 
hundred per cent right. I pay him the highest compliment I 
can: Mani-Talk could not have put it better! 

Unfortunately, 1998-99 has not been a gcxal year for sane 
voices. The nuclearisation of India and Pakistan has not led to 
friendship. It has led to Kargil through the deception of Laho¬ 
re. It has led to the world powers smacking their lips in antici¬ 
pation of getting their hands back, at long last, on Kashmir. It 
has weakened us diplomatically, dramatically eroding our 
independence, and curtailing the one thing wc could have 
done if we had not burdened ourselves with the Bomb: cross¬ 
ed into Paki.stan and hit them where it hurts, as we did in 196S 
in Sialkot and Lahore after Operation Gibraltar. We could do 
that because Lai Bahadur Shastri did not have the Bomb. Nor 
did Ayub Khan. Now, Vajpayee has his Bomb. And so does 
Nawaz Sharif have ’a few trouble.some toys’ as H.Y. Sharada 
Prasad has devastatingly put it. Which is why, inhibited milita¬ 
rily by our mutual possession of the Bomb, our boys—Indian 
and Pakistani — are dying by the hundreds on the snow- 
covered slopes of the Himalayas, lengthening indefinitely a 
military conflict that could have been shortened but for Pok¬ 
hran and Chagai. The tragedy that has already overtaken us 
could presage a much bigger disaster. • 
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P rime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee started it. But it 
was Rashtriya Janata Dal 
boss Laloo Prasad Yadav 
who liked the ideal and turn¬ 
ed it to advantage. Close on the heels of 
the BJP-organised Rashtra Raksha Ral¬ 
ly on 2.5 June at Patna, the RJD chief call¬ 
ed (or a two-day convention in the state 
capital. The second national convention 
packed a lot of meaning. It flagged off 
his piirty’s election campaign. But the 
real motive was to get rid of the 'untou¬ 
chable' image he has acquired of late. 

Among the dramatis personae at the 
convention were CPI general secretary 
A.B. Bardhan and CPI(M) general secre¬ 
tary I larkishen Singh Suijeet. Not pres¬ 
ent though was former Janata Dal chief 
S.R. Bommai who stayed away. 

Also ab.sent was Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, the Samajwadi Party president. 
Insiders say Mulayam Singh had a good 
excuse not to attend: he was busy with 


Laloo launches the RJD *s election campaign at a national 

convention in Patna 


his rally in Rae Bareli. The real reason 
may have been something else, it would 
have been embarrassing for Mulayam, 
who’s joining up with Sharad Pawar, 
P. A. Sangma and Tariq Anwar, to be pre¬ 
sent at the rally, Laloo being in tandem 
with Sonia Gandhi. 

As far as the Left parties are concer¬ 
ned, you need to step back a bit. Two 
years ago, the Left had snapped relations 
with Laloo after he was accused in the 
multi-crorc fodder scam. Now, after two 
years, Laloo Yadav has once again emer¬ 
ged as one of the important constituents 
of Third Front politics. And though the 
corruption charges against Laloo still 
remain, the Left, without much of a vote 
base, has chosen to ride piggyback on 
the RJD. 

Formed in 1996, the RJD’s major han¬ 
dicap has been that it could not register 
its presence outside Bihar. This is des¬ 
pite the fact that the RJD has functioning 
offices in as many as 24 states. The invi¬ 


tation to Bommai was a step towards 
increasing the RJD’s influence and, at 
the same time, belittling JD leaders like 
Ram Vilas Paswan and eroding their 
vote-bank. With the national working 
committee meet on 4 July followed by 
the "open national convention" the fol¬ 
lowing day, it was the charge ol the Lan¬ 
tern Brigade’. 

Riding a rath, Laku) and his entoura¬ 
ge arrived at the historic Gandhi Maidan 
in the afternoon. The horse-drawn cha¬ 
riot was parkexl in the VIP enclosure for 
the Rajah of Bihar to ride home Accom¬ 
panying him was the turncoat from the 
Samata Party, Shivanand Tiwary, who 
is now the RJD sptikesman. 

Also on the card was the politicisation 
of the Kargil conflict. The crisis, bellow¬ 
ed Laloo, was the outcome of the Union 
government’s failure. Since Vajpayee 
and his defence minister George Fernan¬ 
des were coming out with misleading sta¬ 
tements, cases under the anti-national 
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act should be lodged against them, he 
said. The demagogue was, as usual, in 
his elements. 

He wouldn’t speak about elections. 
"It is already over. All the parties oppos¬ 
ed to us are nowhere in sight," he said. 
"We have the country before us. Ameri¬ 
ca is abetting the conflict initiated by 
Pakistan in Kargil." Chief minister 
Rabri Devi graced the occasion but as a 
leader who spoke only to enlighten the 
gathering on how the government was 
taking care of the martyrs’ families. She 
chose to listen rather than speak. 

CPI general secretary A.B. Bardhan 
sard that the real danger was from the 
BJP and its allies. "The Kargil conflict 
has proved that these parties are incom¬ 
petent in defending the borders," he 
said. He then moved on to the Left’s 
favourite area: economics and liberalisa¬ 
tion, exhorting the masses to agitate 
against the GATT and the patent Bill. 

H.S. Surjeet insisted that the govern¬ 
ment should call for a special Rajya 


Sabha session. Accusing the Vajpayee 
government of inept handling of the 
situation, he said th^ to defeat the BJP- 
Samata Party combine, "We should 
keep aside old differences." 

If Laloo Yadav had wanted to convey 
the message to the masses that the Left 
parties are at his beck and call, he has 
certainly succeeded. Definitely, 5 July 
was Laloo’s day. He succeeded in mak¬ 
ing Shakuni Choudhary switch loyal¬ 
ties. The ex-Samata Party MP from the 
Khagaria parliamentary constituency 
formally joined the RJD on that day. His 
wife Parvali Devi, an MLA from the 
Tarapur Assembly segment, is already 
in the RJD. Interestingly, Choudhary’s 
son, considered a ‘minor’, is a Cabinet 
minister in the Rabri Devi government 
even though he i.s neither an MLA nor an 
MLC. 

Handing over a lantern, Laloo Yada\' 
said that Shakuni Choudhary’s inclu¬ 
sion in the RJD is a major setback to feu¬ 
dal forces. There was a time when Laloo 
used to routinely abase Choudhary. 
Now, of course, it was different. 

Choudhary entertained the crowd by 


ridiculing Union railway minister Nitish 
Kumar. "He is nothing compared to 
Lalooji," he said. Taking a pot-shot at 
George Fernandes, Choudhary said that 
the Samata Party would be marginali.sed 
as the Nalanda Samata Party. 

It was not only the Samata Party that 
.seemed to be the loser. Having reached 
Patna as the representative of the JD, 
national general secretary Wasim 
Ahmad ended up by joining the RJD. 
Before Laloo announced that Ahmad 
had joined the RJD, he made fun of the 
Janata Dal. "There is no janta there; all 
have become leaders who fight over the 
issue of coming to Patna to attend the 
convention," he jibed. 

For Laloo, whose image has suffered 
after being charged by the CBI in the fod¬ 
der scam, the convention was the open¬ 
ing step towards the electoral battle 
ahead. It’s going to be one hell of a close 
fight because the BJP-Samata Party 
combine is also sharpening its 
knives for the coming conflict. But then 
that’s politics and Laloo. if nothing else. 
IS a tough, resilient man. • 
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INVITE YOU TO EARN YOUR WINGS AS HELICOPTER PILOTS 


1 Global market survey indicates that India has maximum potential for growth of Rotary Wing Aviation in the coming 
decades 

2 Currently there is no Helicopter Flying Training School in the Civil sector in India 

3 No helicopter pilot holding a valid Commercial Pilot’s Licence (Helicopters) is currently unemployed in the country. 

In the above scenario HAL intends to set up a Rotary Wing Academy to provide training for aspiring candidates to obtain 
Commercial Pilot’s Licence (Helicopters) CPL(H) The Academy will provide training on proven and reliable Schweizer 
300 C piston & 330 SP turbine helicopters through highly qualified and experienced Flight and Ground Instructors 

Candidates desirous of earning their wings as Helicopter Pilots should meet the undermentioned requirements - 

a. Minimum academic qualification -10+2 with Mathematics & Physics 

b. Minimum age -18 years. 

c. Medical fitness certificate issued by lAM, lAF, Bangalore or CME, lAF, New Delhi for initial issue of CPL(H) 
Candidates holding PPL or higher pilot licenses on aeroplanes will be given preference. 

Interested candidates may register themselves and obtain further information from 




Chief Instructor 

Rotary Wing Academy 
Helicopter Division 
HAL - Bangalore Complex 
Bangalore - 560017 





Arjun Singh decides 
not to contest the Lok 
Sahha polls. What will 
be his next move? 
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victory under file 
leadership of Mrs Soma 
Gan&i," Arjim 
annoiinced 


bad have made him afraid of contesting 
an election? Or is it the end of his politi¬ 
cal career’ 

Some political observers call it an 
interval in electoral politics. Some say it 
is showing his back to the battlefield. In 
fact, Singh’s supporters had been look¬ 
ing for a safe constituency for quite 
some time. Among others they assessed 
Bhopal also. But the leader was not 
confident. 

Congress sources point out that" winn- 
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ing or losing Arjun Singh also depen¬ 
ded a lot on chief minister Digvijay 
Singh, but the former has lost faith in the 
latter". Incidentally, just two days 
* before Aijun’s announcement, the chief 
minister had announced that the former 
would contest from Satna and "will win”. 

Sources close to Aijun say that there 
was pressure from his family not to cont¬ 
est the elections because of his health. 
But there might have been other reasons, 
too. Singh himself had floated the idea 
that those who failed twice in Vtdhan 
Sabha elections should not be given 
tickets. He might have become a victim 
of his own idea. 

His political opponents in Delhi cite 
the possibility of not getting a ticket as 
the reason for his opting out. Not finding 
a safe con.stituency was also one of the 
major reasons. Aijun Singh says he had 
, informed Sonia Gandhi prior to his 
announcement. 

Former deputy chief minister Sub¬ 
hash Yadav, an old supporter of Singh, 
termed it as a gcKxi gesture. "He will be a 
great campaigner for the party," Yadav 
remarked. 

T he decision has brought into focus 
Arjun’s style of politics. He has 
never been a mass leader as he has made 
people believe, political analysts say. 
He has been a master manipulator, a 
shrewd politician with a mask of polite¬ 
ness and courtesy. 

In state politics, the Shukla brothers 
— Shyama Charan and V idya Charan 
— were his main rivals. He finished 
them both politically. He won over all 
the supporters of the duo in the Chhattis- 
garh region by different methtxls. "He 
has a price for everyone," comments an 
old associate of Arjun Singh 

Dunng his tenure as chief minister 
from 1980-85, his Cabinet consisted of 
people who at one time or the other had 
been Shukla supporters In fact in 1980, 
tribal leader Shiv Bhanu Singh Solanki 
won the Congress legislature party elec¬ 
tion (he himself was a Shukla supporter) 
but Aijun Singh maidpulated his way to 
become Ute chief minister. 

But Singh made a great blunder in 
1995 by joining the Congress(T). It was 
a disaster. Not only did he lose from 
Sama but his party’s performance was 
miserable. His supporters deserted him. 
Ehgvijay Singh filled the vacuum. He 
cut his one-time mentor down to size in 
state politics. 

This is not for the first time that Aijun 
Singh is facing a crisis. But his open 


loyalty to the Gandhi family has always 
rescued him. He rose to his present posi¬ 
tion because of this rea.son. It may be a 
different matter whether the loyalty i.s 
for achieving his own political goals 
Apparently, Sharad Pawar and Pumo 
Sangma left the Congress because of 
him 

T he Rajya Sabha elections are due in 
MP next April. There will be six 
seats, four for the Congress and two for 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. The terms of 


whether he would like to go to the Rajya 
Sabha. "It is not in my hands, the Con¬ 
gress party will decide." He is nght. It 
will depend a lot on Digvijay Singh, 
who will lead the party in the coming 
Lok Sabha elections. Indeed, the party 
lost two Lok Sabha polls undei his 
leadership. But it is also a fact that he led 
the party to victory in two Vidhan Sabha 
elections. 

Says Digvijay, "They [people like 
Ai^un Singh] are thinkers of the party. 
We will have him in the Rajya Sabha. 1 



Aijun Sin^} are 
l^^ers of Hie party. 
We win have lum hi 



Gufran-E-Azam. Radha Kishan Malvi- 
ya, present PCC chief Vina Verma and 
Hansraj Bharadwaj are due to expire in 
April. Besides, Govind Miri and 
Raghavji will also retire. So the options 
arc still open. 

However, Arjun Singh did not say 


ha/e talked to Madam (Sonia GandhiJ 
over the issue" 

Today Arjun Singh has moie enemies 
than friends and well-wi.shcis, within 
the party At arecent meeting o( ihcCon- 
gress election committee in Bhopal, a 
member welcomed the idea of Singh not 
contesting the election. He remarked, 
"We should also have some expiry date 
in politics like we have in medicines " 
The message was clcai And there were 
not many who opposed him 

But saying that Arjun Singh is-finish¬ 
ed politically means one doesn't under¬ 
stand him, says a Congressman. 
"Remember, when he was asked to cont¬ 
est from the Delhi South Lok Sabha scat, 
people said he was finished, but he won." 

"So many people have written him off 
so many times. But he is a .shrewd and 
astute politician He has bounced back 
every time," he adds. • 

Dm a Mmmp Smxmnm/Bhopal 
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THE DIRECT 


LIQUIDE 

eyeliner 
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Can door-to-door 
salesmen give 
retailers a run for 
their money? 


T he phone rings in your home. 

"Hi. This i.s Dr Swapan 
Mukherjee here. Remember 
me? 1 met you on the train? 
Are you free today? Can I 
come over for a while ? Actually I am an 
Amway distributor..." 

That IS how it begins. Direct .selling is 
no longer the prerogative t»f the good old 
sabziwatlah or the neighbourhood 
dhobi. Multinationals have made a suc¬ 
cess of it, and now Indian corporates loo 
are eyeing the pie. But the question is 
how big i.s the pic'^ Can direct sellers 
give retailers a run lor their money? 

Says Pradeep Mathur, managing 
director, Tupperware India: "In the case 
of direct selling, it will take a long time 
to accept and build the same relationship 
because we have to first build the chan¬ 
nels." Nevertheless, the Indian market in 
recent times has lured the prominent 
direct selling giants to expand and reap 
profits here. 

Over the past five years the industry 
has offered 3,58,000 income opportunit¬ 
ies in India. Says Stephen Beddoe, GM, 
Distribution Relations and Marketing, 
Amway India: "Direct .selling is very 
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entrepreneurial and I don’t know any 
people in the world who are more 
cnlreprenunal than Indians. Having 
one’s own business, seeking out 
opportunities and family networking arc 
in the Indian blood. And they are all part 
of our multi-level marketing approach." 

We are flattered. Thank you. But how 
do the enterprising distributor, the dis¬ 
cerning consumer and the economy in 
general stand to gain? Here's how: 

■ The direct sellers get an attractive 
income opportunity. In 1998, direct sel¬ 
lers in India earned approximately Rs 
100 crore. Since this opportunity comes 
without a necessarily large financial 
investment in inventories or infrastructu¬ 
re, it is all the more lucrative. Besides, 
sales persons are given invaluable trai¬ 
ning, free of cost. 

■ The consumer gets an opportunity to 
understand the features and benefits of 
the products by informative demonstra¬ 
tions within their homes. 

■ Consumers are also assured of 


refund policies in case they are 
not satisfied. They can refer to an inde¬ 
pendant ombudsman appointed by the 
Indian Direct Selling Association, a 
member of the World Direct Selling 
Association, headquartered in 
Washington. 

S o far so good. But then, direct sell¬ 
ing was banned in China recently. 
In India, the commerce ministry was alle¬ 
gedly caught on the wrong foot over 
certain adverse reports on the industry in 
the foreign media. Allegations levelled 
at the multinationals were insignificant 
fund infusion, and low employment 
generation. Government sources also 
dlege that none of the players have turn¬ 
ed India into a major manufacturing base. 

The companies dismissed the reports 
8$ baseless. Says Koyaljeet Kaur Hanj- 
ra, executive manager, IDSA; "We have 
not received any official intimation 
from any ministry. We have just read 
reports in newspapras." However, pro¬ 
posals from new direct marketing entr- 
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ants have been pul on hold for the time 
being. 

At what levcl'^ Says Ajit Kumar, 
industries secretary, reassuringly; "At 
the Foreign Investment Promotion 
Board (FIPB) we’re not exactly examin¬ 
ing the system through which marketing 
takes place. They must meet the policy 
guidelines for FDI. How they market 
their prixluct is not our concern." In 
other words, if direct marketing majors 
want to invest in India, they won’t be pre¬ 
vented from doing so, if they meet all the 
othef investment conditions. 

That vindicates the direct sellers’ 
claiml Adds David Gosling, MD, Avon; 
"We abide by all the local laws pertain¬ 
ing to excise, packaging and other 
details. They are incorporated in our self- 
regulatory code of ethics documented 
by the IDS A." And the code of ethics 
doesn’t advocate pyramid marketing 
that irked the authorities in China. 

Fraudulent pyramid marketing practi¬ 
ces by fictitious firms, selling funeral 
plots, was exposed as a major direct .sell¬ 
ing scandal in China. "But after negotia- 
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tions we’re back in business there," 
asserts Gosl ing All the same new regula¬ 
tions are being promulgated in China. In 
India too, the companies them.selves 
have suggested some regulatory mechan¬ 
isms that already exist in western countr¬ 
ies to guide the operations here. 

"But pyramid marketing should not 
be permitted," asserts Lajinder Singh 
Bawa, CEO, Ori flame India. Explains 
Amit Chaudhary, manager, Coiporatc 
Communications, Amway India; "Pyra¬ 
mid selling offers gct-rich-quick sche¬ 
mes to induce people to buy ground 
floor or leadership positions. In pyramid 
selling there is no viable long term 
opportunity." Numerous legi.slators 
around the globe have prescribed pyra¬ 
mid selling. The scheme essentially 
involves an inteitial redistribution of 
wealth from new entrants to promoters. 
The scheme serves no legitimate com- 
mcrical function as products have no 
real market value. These are certificates, 
spurious training programmes, magazi¬ 
ne subscriptions and illusory discounts. 
Because pyramids are .structured like 
legitimate multi-level companies, 
people often confuse the two and seek to 
prohibit the legitimate companies. 

The hallmarks of direct selling, irres¬ 
pective of single level or multiple-level 
marketing are equal opportunity and ear¬ 
nings varying directly with efforts put in. 

B ut how does the first-time consumer 
perceive this approach ? Says Soma 
Datla Sarkar, an NRI from US; "It is 
quite irritating at times when we are stop¬ 
ped at the mall for a sale by an Indian and 
they immediately reveal their intention 
after exchanging pleasantries. They are 
regulars and we simply avoid them." 
What .scem.‘ an innovative approach oft¬ 
en makes the distributor an object of ridi¬ 


cule. In India one comes across them 
near the retailer shops, the last place 
where they should be spotted trying to 
woo customers. Says Bawa; "We shall 
disqualify such distributors as our 
approach is entirely different." 

And does this approach .succeed m 
ensuring consumer satisfaction'’ While 
the code of ethics boasts of money back 
guarantees, the consumer is seldom 
aware of his rights. Says Praiima Das. a 
dissatisfied coasumer; "1 am not satisfi¬ 
ed with the basket of Medicare products 
that I purchased recently. This is the last 
time I’ll buy from my friend" When 
informed of her right to a refund, she 
wasn’t too sure if she would return the 
product as it would upset her friend. 
With personal obligations to friends 
being the ba.sis of this trade, can the mar¬ 
ket get saturated? Disagrees Bawa; "Wc 
expect to grow five-fold in the next three 
years." Explains Koyaljeet Kaur- 
"While it is true that transactions with 
friends are often one-time purchases, 
there is ample opportunity foi growth 
through introducing fresh recruits. And 
new entrants can be easily 
accomodated." 

The latest entrant, Sunrider Internatio¬ 
nal. despite initial bureaucratic hurdles, 
is committed to the Indian market. Says 
Gurdeep Singh, country manager, Sunri¬ 
der; "We are confident that the unique 
features of our product will appeal toall." 

Direct selling is undoubtedly innova¬ 
tive. Direct sellers arc not transferring 
mechanically from factories to shelves 
Even Hindustan Lever Limited, the 
undisputed monarch of India’s retail 
shelves, has bitten the bait of this entic¬ 
ing deal. Aviance, their range of prem¬ 
ium products, will not rely on .3()-sccond 
spots on TV. Having a beauty advisor 
offering solutions to customers — that’s 
the way to move a consumei. And so it is 
the consumer who wins again 

For the moment it is a win-win situa¬ 
tion for all. But the success of diieci 
sales wil depend, crucially, on the pro¬ 
duct’s quality and the service offered. 
That is how the sabziwallah and the 
dhobi survived. The point is can our 
modem day direct sellers do the same? • 
DmvtImttmOaa/MmwOmIhl 
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Battle on the box 

Banning Pak TV will not necessarily deter Indians from watching it 


We are almost a 
month into the Kar- 
gil operations and 
TV is catching up 
slowly. It stalled 
with news items, 
interviews, panel 
discussions and 
Pramod Maha- 
jan’s master¬ 
stroke: banning Pak TV. Of the lot, the 
banning seems to have been the least 
intelligent becau.se the people of Kash¬ 
mir and Piiniab get Pak TV quite easily. 


direct, without the help of cable opera¬ 
tors, And when DD’s programmes cross 
the hills by low-powered transmitters (a 
strange excuse in these days of high- 
tech), they appear so dull in the vital bor¬ 
der areas that north India laps up 
Pakistan’s TV on common middle-class 
themes and the north-east thrives on 
Indonesia's American films, internation¬ 
al sports relays, such as the football 
World Cup. The Western music-loving 
north-east laps up choral music from 
China. Most Indians, who are pretty 
canny, politically, find PTV’s news bul¬ 
letins laughable. Many people who own 
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their own dishes and do not need cable 
operators can still get PTV, but seldom 
watch. So Mr Mahajan should get to 
work on more powerful transmitters and 
better programmes from Demrdarshan. 

Our war correspondents include Bark- 
ha Dutt, whose mother, the late Prabha 
Dutt, was India’s first woman war cor¬ 
respondent. Our young print and media 
correspondents are high up there and 
doing as much lively reporting as the 
Army permits. It is, however, the panel 
discussions that bother me. Yes, wc are 
an open society but when Srinivasan 


The funaral of a dMNi •oMtor 
eonductod wMi top miUtafy honours 


Jain asked General Karim what our next 
strategy would be, he naturally ducked. 
They are watching us in Pakistan and 
what do you expect’? Top Army secrets? 

Most moving of all are die human i me¬ 
rest stories. The solemn funerals with 
top military honours, from Manipur to 
Kerala, the brave parents, brothers and 
sisters, proud in their grief. The shots of 
our officers and jawans in hospitals with 
mutilated limbs. The wife of the army 
chief, herself a doctor, pleading for 


more resources and amenities still gross¬ 
ly inadequate. Sam Bahadur Manek- 
shaw and Kapil Dev comforting the 
wounded. Indelible pictures that can 
never fade. 

The other, happier, war was at Wim¬ 
bledon. And India won the men’s 
doubles and Lcander Paes also the mix¬ 
ed doubles, the same day. But viewers 
were far from happy. Once again. DD 
got the monopoly, quarter-finals onwar¬ 
ds, purely through its membership of the 
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, and 
elbowed out the far more professional 
and competent STAR Sports, including 
Vijay Amritraj. DD docs not have a full¬ 
time sports channel and one hao to do 
the usual hop, skip and jump between 
two channels — bad colour, the sound 
going off, sometirne.s flickering images 
et al. Worst of all. DD did not show the 
men’s doubles final which was of far 
more interest to India than the women’s 
single,s. To add insult to injury, they did 
not even show the recording the same 
evening. Just flashing the congratulato¬ 
ry sign was poor compensation. 

To cut a long story short, DD has nei¬ 
ther the re,sources, nor the programme 
.sense to manage international sports 
events of this level. It has used its 
bureaucratic power because it has nei¬ 
ther the guts, nor the skills to face interna¬ 
tional competition and made a sorry 
mess of things. If it has any sense, it 
should cover such events only for those 
who do not have cable connections and 
stick to its terrestrial beat. But those who 
can afford cable will no longer put up 
with DD's incompetence and arrogance. 
A spot of competition, which has been 
the main gam from the .satellite invasion, 
will teach DD how to behave and do 
justice to the long-suffering viewer. 

All said and done, DD remains, and is 
likely to remain, a sarkari medium — a 
process Pramod Mahajan has hastened 
by saying that is exactly what he wants it 
to be. The Prasar Bharati members on. 
the other hand are cither disinterested or 
realise that they have been tiefeated. 
Because they have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that they are powerless and that 
Shastri Bhawan reigns supreme. • 
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WEST BENGAL 

Reverse gear 


The state government does a volte-face on introducing Euro emission norms 



FIRE AND SMOKE: a polluting vehicle on Calcutta’s streets 


C an the Red ever sec green? The recent volte-face by 
the West Bengal government on introducing Euro 
emission norms for Calcutta’s vehicles has expos¬ 
ed the colour blindness of the state’s Left Front 
rulers. Taking the cue from Delhi’s decision to 
introduce the Euro-1 and Euro-II norms, West Bengal environ¬ 
ment minister Manab Mukherjee had also announced a ‘pack¬ 
age of cnvirsinmcnt policies' on the eve of the last envmin- 
nienl day. However, faced with protests from within and outsi¬ 
de the government, Muklieijce had to place the matter before 
a comtnittec — an offictalesc for putting an initiative on hold. 

In, tunc with the Supreme Court directive on air pollution in 
Delhi, Mukheijee had announced that from 1 July, 1999, no 
new pnvatc vehicle (both petrol and diesel versions) would be 
registered within the Calcutta Metropolitan Area (CMA) 
unless it conformed to the Buro-1 mass emission standard. 
From 1 April 2(X)0, the norms were to be further tightened to 
include the Euro-II standard. 

He had also proclaimed that from 1 January 20(X>, taxis 
wh ich were more thim 15 years of age would have to be replac¬ 
ed as per West Bengal Motor Vehicles Act 1989. Come 15 
August and Mukheijee’s hit list was to include commercial 
vehicles like buses, trucks, vans and others. Announcing 
these measures, Mukheijee observed Ihat he had to take this 


unpopular decision because the state government had no 
other way to curb the ever-increasing vehicular pollution in 
the city. 

Mukheijee’s intentions were laudable no doubt. But the 
moment these measures were announced, his package came 
unstuck. Not only ‘the package’ caused uproars in the .state's 
transport sector, it also caused quite a few heartburns in the 
government. In fact, during the official environment day pro¬ 
gramme, stale finance minister Asim Dasgupta sounded scep¬ 
tical about the 'fragmented environment policy’ which involv¬ 
ed getting rid of over-aged taxis. 

He felt that an environment policy should have a wider and 
more comprehensive perspective. Dasgupta even .suggested 
that the "BBD Bag area could be made free from private cars 
and only buses and taxis be allowed there". CPI(M) heavy¬ 
weights like Tarit Topdar and PWD minister Khsiti Goswami 
(of the RSP) were quite categorical in expressing dissent. 
Goswami went on to observe: "There is no Cabinet policy on 
environment". 

Leaders of taxi-owners’ unions demanded subsidy from 
the state government to enable them to buy new vehicles 
"which will cost more". However, P. Bandopadhyay of the 
R&D division of Hindusthan Motors—the company holding 
a virtual monopoly over the city’s taxi market—did not agree 
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with this contention. "The 1.5 litre and 2 litre diesel-run 
Ambassador cars have been Euro-I compliant for more than a 
year. We will not charge any extra money now," Bando- 
padhyay told Sunday. 

Moreover, observations made by the Calcutta Police seem¬ 
ed to vindicate the government decision to impose the Euro 
emission norms. Speaking to Sunday, Police Commissioner 
Dinesh Vajpayee pointed out that during the last four years, 
half the taxis plying on the streets of Calcutta were found to be 
offenders so far as emission norms were concerned. 

Private transport operators were not the only ones at the 
receiving end. The new directive also meant a lot of worry for 
a prominent car maker like the Maruti Udyog Limited 
(MUL). MUL was in trouble because it had not become Euro 
compliant. Earlier, MUL managing director R.S.S.L.N. 
Bhaskaruddu had met chief minister Jyoti Basu and requested 
him for three months’ time to make his cars Euro-I compliant. 
M.D. Jindal, one of the leading MUL dealers, felt that the Cal¬ 
cutta market was unlikely to be hijacked by other car manufac¬ 
turers. He was hopeful that the state government would bail 
them out 

As it turned out, Jindal's hope was not misplaced. Buckling 
under pressure, the state government decided that the interests 
of a few taxi and bus owners and union leaders were more 
important than clean air for the entire city. Accordingly, it 
announced that the ‘package of decisions’ will not be enforc¬ 
ed right now. The state government also set up a committee 
comprising members from the pollution control board, the 
slate environment and police departments and representatives 
from transport operators' unions who will now deliberate on 
the new set of rules and take appropriate decisions. 

But the story does not end here. Though the transport mini¬ 
ster has assured that no decision, which will adversely affect 
people, will be taken, the environment mini.ster has ruled out 
any possibility of a dilution of his environment policy. 

Senior officials, meanwhile, are apprehensive of implemen¬ 
ting such crucial decision—involving so many factors — in a 
hurry. As it stands, Calcutta’s environment initiative has 
come to a dead stop becau.se the Red has failed to turn green. • 
JmyantM Bmmu/CmIcuttM 



GORY SIGHT '.file picture o/ xkulh found hv the police at 
Phalgu 


are now trying to locate the train on which the man with his 
.sack travelled. The man's identity also lemains a niystciy 
Similar incidents have taken place in Bihar beloic. In l%8, 
a skeleton, packed in a wtHxlcn crate waiting to be parcelled, 
was recovered by the Dhanbad police. Latei, it was found that 

H’s showtime, 
foiks 

People of Bhutan take to television in a 
big way 


BIHAR 

Biz arre business 

A sack containing 80 skulls are found in 
Patna station 

T he ticket collector (TC) at the Patna railway station, 
Janardhan foppo, was on routine duly at Platform No. 1. 
He asked for ticket from a man carrying a sack. The man 
did not have one and Toppo demanded that he pay the requi¬ 
site fine. The man handed the sack to the TC and said he was 
going to gel the money. But he never returned. It was only 
after an hour that Toppo lugged the bag to his office. When the 
sack was opened, a horrible .stench filled the room. There 
were 80 human skulls inside. 

Four of these came from children. The GRP was called who 
lodged a case. With the man vanishing into thin air, the cops 


T he tiny, isolated kingdom of Bhutan, nestling in the mid¬ 
dle of the mighty Himalayas, has decided to open its 
doors to the outside wortd. On the 25tb annivmary of his 
cosonsuion, King Jigme Singye Wangchuk has decided to 
stq> up his modernisation drive and end his country’s self- 
imposed isolation by giving television and the internet a 
welcome. From now on, television dishes need nen 
be kept under wraps and MTV need not be a taboo in Bhu¬ 
tan. Responding to dtis new-found c^nness, the people 
have taken to toleviskm in a big way. 

But die Hiirudayao Idiigdom’s toform process was start¬ 
ed way back in the Fifties. It was die late Jigme Dorji Wang- 
ohuk'-'-fadter of dteprcscait monarch—who took the ini- 
; tial steps in this diioction. Educated in India and England, 

, King Jigme Dcnji constituted the Nattonal Assembly ip , 
1953 also abi^shed serfdom in 1956. At the satnp 
tiBM« asitoied Bhtdan into the modem world, he empl^S- ^ ft 
ed die nepd to preserve Bhutanese culture and tniditio^' 

B woi^ ba wn»^ to that televi»on $d not in V./ 
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the skeleton came from the local Ranga Tand graveyard. 

In 1975, the Dhanbad police detected the racket. This time, 
two skeletons were found packed in a wooden crate, all set to 
be parcelled to Calcutta. The police found out that a man call- 
. ed Singhi used to take out the bodies from the graves. Using 
acids and other chemicals, he used to clean the bones. All this 
was done in a dense bush near the Jharia bridge. Once clean 
and preserved, the skeletons were shipped to Calcutta and 
from there, to different countries. 

Things did not stop despite crackdowns in south Bihar. On 
13 November, 1980, 103 skulls were recovered. This time it 
was in Pumia district in north Bihar. It was alleged that Anan- 
da Margis had something to do with the skulls. However, the 
matter remains to be .solved. 

Further crackdowns were initiated. The Patna Police bust¬ 
ed a gang involved in the trade. A number of skulls were also 
recovered from the banks of the Ganges, near the Buddha colo¬ 
ny in Patna. Only when the matter was raised in Assembly 
that the then government decided to ban the practice. As a 
result, the gangs shifted their base to Nepal. 

Even then, there was no respite. In 1998, the police in 
Nepal intercepted a truck loaded with 197 skulls. The truck 
was on its way from Bihat to Kathmandu. Patna hit the headli¬ 
nes again in 1991 when, on 12 July, a man called Surendcr Pra¬ 
sad was arrested by the police while he was on his way to Moti- 
hari. Prasad had 80 skulls with him. During interrogation, he 
divulged that he had been collecting them from the graveyar¬ 
ds and cremation grounds located on the banks of Ganga. He 
supplied these to a gang m Motihan On 4 May, 1993, the 
Nepal |X)Iice again seized skulls concealed in vegetable sacks 


at the Inrewa check post. Rameshwar Choudhary and 
Ramesh Yadav were arre.sted with 31 .skulls. 

In a major haul on 8 July, 1996, more than 300 skulls were 
found on the banks of the Phalgu river in Gaya district. Three 
persons, Kishori Sah, Prabhu Sah and Viswanath Sah were 
arrested. Following interrogation, it came to light that the 
three .were in the gory business for the past ten years. The busi¬ 
ness came to light only after partners fell out with one another. 

But the haul at Gaya also revealed the details. According to 
Kishori, they were in touch with the local .scavengers and paid 
Rs 5 for each skull. These were then sold, in bulk, to a gang¬ 
ster called Babulal Prasad from Dudhiyawan-Saraiya village 
under Paharpur police station in Gaya district. 

It was Babulal who cleaned the skulls and sold them to 
statue-makers in Kathmandu. It also came to light that the skul¬ 
ls were decorated and sold to tourists at a very high price. 
Some were also .sent to foreign countries for research work. 
The same happened with bones. 

Officials told Sunday that there were two mam routes for 
those engaged in the bizarre business. One leads to to Virganj 
in Nepal through Motihari and Raxaul. The other one is to 
Viratnagar via Purma and Jogbani. On the basis of informa¬ 
tion extracted from those arrested, the police have been able to 
bust several gangs operating in West Bengal, Onssa, Uttar 
Pradesh and Delhi. 

Speaking to Sunday, Patna SP Manvinder Singh Bhatia 
said that the police were also trying to find out where the skul¬ 
ls were treated chemically and where they were sliced. "Very 
.soon, the entire racket will be busted," he observed, • 
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Bhutan before. But prior to its recent "official" entry, own¬ 
ing a dish antenna was not only taboo but was also illegal. 
Watching television used to be more of a forbidden pleasu¬ 
re. But many indulged in it, lairing up the latest in Hindi 
films. 

Since last year, before the world cup soccer, tilings stait- 


(XHWECTING PEOPLE: mushroomin$ dish emtennae 



ed moving fast. Known for his love for the game, King 
Jigme Singye allowed collets to set up receivers so that 
young p«)ple could watch their favourite teams in action 
in France. Incidentally, soccer is the Bhutan’s second- 
most popular reereatitMi, next only to archery. 

This royal patronage gave cable operators an idea of the 
shape of things to ewne. It also made than come out in the 
e^. Some caMe operators were no doubt running clan¬ 
destine cable network businesses. Almost overnight, dis- 
he.s could be seen, waiting eagerly to pick up signals showe¬ 
red from heavat. Soon, c^es were being laid to wire up 
hcttne8. The cidile operators never had it so good. Nor did 
people of Bhutan for whom the outside wwld .suddenly 
cameindorffs. 

In one year's time since then, the scenario has changed 
completely. In Bhutan, owning a television set is no longa 
a taboo and dishes have mushroomed all ova the place. 
Young people can be’ seen engaged in animated conver- 
satiems over MTV or other popular programmes over a cup 
of tea or coffee. 

Along the way from Siliguri in West Bengal to Hiunt- 
sboling. ene can see dishes lapping up the latest. From 
Phmttshdiing, die hmdware needed to set up cable opera¬ 
tions is supplied to different parts of Bhutan. Dealers have 
K^iorted brisk .sales and a snazzy Sony Centre has come up 
in Thinqihu city centre. 

. it is too early to comment on the effects of televK 

sion on a society which was so tong in isolation, the enthu¬ 
siasm among people are in abundance. Right now, the Bhu¬ 
tanese are busy lapping up prime-time action. • 
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Peeping toms 

Apmadhi takes the easy way out 

"Iphere was a time when, if you got access to the slot leser- 
I ved for women and chil^ol on Doordmhw, you had 
it made. You could pass off any crass offering between the 
dead zone of 1 pm and 6 pm as a masterpiece and because 
fiiere were no options, your programme even got into 
repeats. 

Then the national netwOTk discovered tihat you could 
Sinead prime time across some of tho.se hours, and so, sud- 
(tenly, women got abetter deal. Taking acuc from the satel¬ 
lites, they got soaps, serials, chat .shows, and currently, the 
afternoon slot being solidly lK)Oked with family sagas and 
cate sitcoms, homemakers have never had it so gowi. 

Which is why it is surpri.sing to sec the ‘women and 
children’ tag being misused on Star Plus in Apraadhi. 
When it was introduced some months ago. anchor Nitish 
Bt^adwaj was at great pains to tell us how it was different 
fitwn Zee’s popular India’s Most Wanted- Apraadhi, 
unlike iMW, would focus on crimes against women and 
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BWHCEN PROMSE; Nitish Bharadwaj 

children because they made the most vulnerrdrle victims. 

It started off weil. The first episode was on the spunky 
commuter who lost her legs in a Bombay local as she resist¬ 
ed a goon's attempt to grab her purse, and it was nicely 
done, barring the excessive use of violent images. In the 
last few episodes, however, a heavy dollop of .sleaze has 
been added to the story-telling. An NRl husband beats up 
his i»wly-wed and sends her off to bathe, with an admoni- 
tirm, and a loathsome smirk: Main aa raha boon, kapde 
nahin pahenna (I’m coming, don’t wear clothes). In mio- 
ther instance, a man leads a little girl away b^ind a bouse, 
and minutes later, you can see bis buttocks joking. How 
does this serve women and children? 

Apraadhi comes on at 8.30 pm, early prime time, tmd is 
sure to have children watching. What they will remendrer 
are the disgustingly voyeuristic snatches, not the 
tk bits Bharadwaj embeds in the episode. • 


NORTH-EAST 

Fast buck 

The north-east is fast becoming a major 
sourcing point for illegal trade in wildlife 


T he illegal trade in live birds has emerged as a booming 
business across the world and the north-ea.stcm states of 
India have become a major sourcing point. According to 
estimates by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), the glo¬ 
bal trade, only in birds, is worth around US$ 44 million. Apart 
from birds, the trade also involves other species of wildlife 
like rhino, elephants and reptiles. The horns, ivory and the 
hide are much in demand WWF estimates also put the global 
turnover from clandestine wildlife business next only to that 
from illegal arms and drug trafficking. 

Among foreign countries, Japan has emerged as a major 
destination for smuggled snake skin, tiger and primate hides 
and bones from the north-cast. An'estimated 2,.‘>(K) pieces of 
snake skins find their way to the Far East each ycai, the value 
of which is around Rs 3 crores, Activists point out that Japan 
has become the favoured destination because the couniiy has 
no legal restriction on the sale of animal organs, Snak.- and 
tiger skin are much in demand by the Japanese as these are 
used in the manufacture of iootweai, bags, food piodutts and 
medicines. 

The Indian north-east, which has the largest resen c loiest 
cover in the entire country, reportedly has nearly all the 
230-odd snake species available in India, apart from several 
other species of reptiles. Sources say that the clandestine tral- 
fic in wildlife takes place through Bangladesh, from where 
these are sent off to Japan and other countries m the Far East 

There is a sordid pattern in the way the birds arc trans¬ 
ported. On the average, two of the three birds die while they 
are being taken from one place to another One of the birds 
usually die while being captured and the other, during trans¬ 
portation. Around 14 to 20 million birds arc rcpoitedly captur¬ 
ed every year to feed the illegal trade. While all of thc.se are 
caught from the wild, around 3.5 to 5 million are are actually 
documentated in the international market. 

What is worrying wildlife activists is the alarming increa.se 
in the volume of this clandestine activity. WWF sources point 
out that the situation is specially grim in India About 1.2 mill¬ 
ion birds of various species were reportedly smuggled out of 
the country via illegal trade routes of Kathmandu to diffcieni 
de.stinations in Europe and North America in 1994-9.5. 

Authorities have tried to initiate crackdowns. These have 
not made any appreciable dent in the thriving business. Fol¬ 
lowing the ban on this trade, more than 50,(X)0brids in captivi¬ 
ty were seized from vaious parts of the country, with most of 
them confi.scaied from Delhi in 1990-91. Between 1970 and 
1976 at least 13 million birds were exported from India to .seve¬ 
ral countries. This comes to nearly 1.85 million birds 
per year on the average. 

There is need for effective action .so that this menace is con¬ 
tained. Otherwise, like other natural resources of the 'lorth- 
east, its unique bio-diversity will also be under .severe sti ain. • 
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ARIES 


< 21 March-20 April) 

D on't get too excited 
about new developments 
in property affairs. Deals and 
agreements can fall through 
just at the last moment. 
Activities and projects that 
have oven un the time 
al luted to them may have to 
run on f'oi a while longer. Be 
prepared to change course in 
employment affairs. 


TAURUS 


l2l April 20Ma\ ) 

H old back and give others 
time to make up their 
minds It is best to approach 
routine work in a more 
experimental way 
Innovative methods can save 
time Keep a lower, though 
not less active, profile in 
business activities. Loved 
ones may persuade you to 
spend more on extravagant 
activities 


GEMINI 


(21 Ma\-20 Jiine'i 

D on't make mountains out 
ol mole hills. Keep 
things in perspective. It will 
be easier foi you take insult 
where none is intended 
Speculative activities, 
specially those involving a 
lot of cash are probably right 
on course for disaster. It may 
be best to pull out or steer 
well clear 


CANCER 


(21 June -20 July) 

L oved ones may be in a 
restless or irritable state 
of mind. It seems they have a 
bone to pick with you and 
you had better hear them out. 
T 17 to calm their fears. The 
quality of services you have 
supplied to others will stand 
as an excellent 
reconunendation. 


LEO 


BEGINNING II JULY. 1990 


LIBRA 


(21 July-20 August) 

W ires are likely to get 
crossed if you attempt 
to mix bu.siness and 
pleasure. Keep your mind on 
one thing at a time. 
Professional activities need 
a more single-minded and 
thorough approach. Show 
others that you truely mean 
what you say and intend to 
make a success of current 
undertakings. 


(2! September-20 October) 

C harm and goodwill can 
be effective in melting 
the hardest of hearts. You 
should now insist that others 
must give you definite 
answers, especially 
concerning financial affairs. 
You may have a key role to 
play in raising money for 
worthwhile causes. Do not 
be put off by .stiff 
competition or opposition 
















^1 

1 












WM 

oTcr' 

r 1 

4 

mm Im 




VIRGO 


(2 / August-20 September) 

M ore diplomacy is 
required when 
addressing officials whether 
by letter or face-to-face. 
Punctuality in occupational 
affairs is crucial. Do not 
waste your own working 
time with chitchat. 
Professional affairs may 
take second place to home 
and family obligations. 


SCORPIO 


(21 0( loher-20 November) 

Y ou should be left more to 
your own devices. But 
problems can arise becau.se 
boredom sets in. It is by 
looking for activities to fill 
in gaps or provide 
excitement that you can land 
yourself in trouble. You may 
also drag your friends into 
deep water with you. 


SAGITTARIUS 

( 2 1 Novemher-20 Oei ember) 

Y ou may be taking things 
to absurd lengths in your 
search for perfection. Time 
can probably be used to 
greater effect than in striving 
for such high quality. Loved 
ones are likely to be feel 
more in control of events in 
their lives. Much can be 
achieved if you are ready to 
apply yourself. 


CAPRICORN 

(21 Oecemher-20 January) 

P eople may be out to make 
a fool of you. You should 
now call on some healthy 
skepticism, especially in 
respect to what you are told. 
Reports corning via 
mtermediaric.s are best 
checked with higher 
authorities. You may be the 
butt of mild jokes. New 
romantic meetings arc on the 
cards so don't be surprised. 

AQUARIUS 

(21 January-20 February) 

P eople upon whom you 
are relying can drag their 
heels, so that your own 
working processes are held 
up. You may have to warm 
up co-workers or suppliers if 
valuable time is not to be 
wasted. Tensions at home 
can make quarrels difficult 
to avoid but you should do 
all you can to preserve the 
peace 


PISCES 


(21 Fcbruary-20 March) 

Y OU may have to find ways 
of combating the 
underhanded methods used 
by business competitors. 
They may go to some 
lengths to get the upper hand 
or to win new contracts. 
Family members may be 
holding something back and 
subtle quizzing may be 
required. 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


Paperchase 

■ And at the seminar in 
Kathmandu, chiel'eco¬ 
nomic adviser Shankar Acha- 
rya presented a paper on Indi- 
a’s external debt. 

Guess where that came 
from? It was a recycled copy 
of the White Paper on Indi- 


HEARD AT rae MAIMIAS SiPdCK 
EXCrtANOE 

iMarfflotMif ..V'...' 

A BROKER ABOUT THE PROSPECTB liF THE 
RUIA-OWNEO, CASH-STRAPPEO ESSAR 
GROUP OF INDUSTRIES 





Shankar Achaurya: 
tranaparant 

a’s external debt which was 
slipped into the Parliament 
House library two days 
before it was presentcrl in 
Kathmandu. T he media at 
Kathmandu got copies of tlic 
White Paper a day before the 
Indian media did 
Now here’s genuine trans¬ 
parency for you. 


Problem of 
plenty 

■ Why docs India com 
plain that it doesn’t 
get aid? We get so much ol it 
that wc don't know how to 
spend It. 

Take the International 
Development Agency aid — 
soft loans at the rate of two 
per cent interest — given to 
the finance ministry’s exter¬ 


nal debt cell. The money was 
meant for computerisation, 
data collection, etc 

The finance ministry tcali- 
sed that It had a surplus from 
last year and didn’t know 
how to spend it. So three 
months ago, it held a seminar 
at Kovalam. Officials from 
the RBI, scholars, etc were 
flown down for it 

Good. There was still 
some money left, even after 
computensation A South 
Asia-level seminal was orga- 
ni.sed at Kathmandu, all 
expenses paid, so that it 
could justify a meeting at a 
less developed country 
capital 

But even then, the minis¬ 
try was unable to spend ail 
the money. So it is now plan¬ 


C H E C K - L i S T 


The Pakistani economy: new statistics 

■ Extomal d«bts: Although a 1.56 million dollar loan 
from the IMF helped prevent a debt repayment default, 
Pakistan’s external financing position is still unstable 

■ St«t« of tiM Budgot: The 1999-2000 Budget 
doesn't reflect any measures to handle fiscal imbalances, 
in the midst of an industrial recession. 


■ Shrinking output: The rate of growth of output in 
the economy has actually fallen (4.3 per cent in 1997-98 to 
3 1 per cent in 1998-99) 


■ Asa result: Both exports and investments have 
dropped coriespondingly 


■ Value addition: Despite having a large textile 
industry, Pakistan's only big manufacturing sector, there 
IS virtualiy no value addition 


■ Cost of the faee«ff with India: The Kargil 
venture is putting even more pressure on the economy, 
which IS showing signs of stagnation. 


ning another get-together at 
Singapore. Finance mini,stry 
officials are open to other 
suggestions, rather exotic 
locales. 


Sanitary habits 

■ Union mini ster of agri¬ 
culture Sompal was 
the chief guest at a .seminar 
on agricultural scientists 
held in Delhi recently. 

it was quite a serious 
affaii. So maybe for that rea¬ 
son. the mini.ster decided to 
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Sompal: fortllo Maas 

liven up the proceedings. 

He announced (hat as a stu - 
dent he was no good in statis¬ 
tics — it was the one subject 
he failed to grasp. But he did 
know about agriculture. 

Take Indian sanitary 
habits, he said. In urban 
India, we use urinals and 
flush and waste hundreds of 
litres of water. On the other 
hand, people in villages 
know how to do it right. 
T'hey take a lota and squat 
out in the field. So you don’t 
even need urea; they’re ferti¬ 
lising the soil right there 

More ministers like this 
one and you can turn Parlia¬ 
ment into a gigantic SulaUi 
Shauchalaya! • 
















RANDOM NOTES 


TMwtto 

■ Caii Byoae ex^a 
why lotteiry Idag otd 
acknowMged history- , 
sheeter M.K. Subba is play¬ 
ing such an important role in 
Cm^ss politics? 

Quite apart from (he fact 
ttiat he chipped in when the 
BSP needed to be ‘mantled' 
during tie vote of confid^- 
ce hi tie dissolved Loh 


HEARD IN THE BJP 
HEADQUARTERS 

Q: What !• tiMi dtfParsnca 
iMtwMn tha Congran and tha 
BJP? 

A: Tha Congrass had a woifclng 
prasidant and tha BJP has a 
non-waildng praaldant. 

AN EXASPERATED WORKER 



gohig to do H. .At Wadiing- 
tcm KoeiiSy, Alfdionse otga- 
oised m odiflHtion of paiht- 
tngs of his sr» A^irdi, and 
told new^pt^ieis wtudi had 
come to on the ^hibi- 

timt, thathe was going to coi- 
test dtf forthcoming Loh 
S^iha elections. 

No one asked him if he 
was thinking of contesting 
an Indian or an Americat 
election. 


It;:..;., 

■ A^hMyor buieatan^ 
red^EBe is slated to 
be lidtried eat on 15 itdy, 


P 

IhLji 



B^.ilaghnaxialam 


tharianyla 


Sabha, for some inexplica¬ 
ble reason, he has been made 
party observer for Sikkim. 
(See story elsewhere.) 

.Congp^ presicteit Sonia 
Qandhi tecentiy addressed a 
tally in Oa^k, ribvhMuly 
on the advhx; lac War 
ConBciIt?)iis«Uywaso(ga- 
ids^ hfd financed by Suli^a. 

AM the Qongress wonld 
have hs belief it is flatting 
die ■ ibripihialisatiCHi of 
^pedjidef. 


CHECK-LIST 


Ift denial: thosewho^sfdd 'no* to 
electiom 

■ S wrtnnnBwi nd ii Aftafhgladvt^amlto 




longar sura athom to trust iSn's tiAfipNBn wwt't 
contest the tok Sdto eletdiQin. 
be persuaded otherwise. 


■ Ut. Adwndt Wants to cotffietrtnte tmpuiflngthe 
p«^ tack on dM rdte. For him, mtt bodtesting the Lok 
Sabha vdH be an act of sacritice hacattse hlmevery 
chance of winning from Gandhinagar. fv t* 


BAiJiitetlwglir Mystery sonssmdi annwMcement 
banDM'iiUBn^DfiMdnr ~ 


k.-v^ -r ’S'*’ 



« lieR *8 mssae hdws m 
the 

‘l|Mi|eM'..Wiho^iwMte .-to 

fMttaWlii f el tf 


b^ore the Election Commis¬ 
sion announces dates for the 
getiecal diections. 

Bfbcenth July because the 
government has time till 
dien to decide who the next 
finance secretary will be. 
The naming of the new finan¬ 
ce scoetary will be clubbed 
with new secretaries in seve¬ 
ral ministries. 

Among those who arc like¬ 
ly to be shifted around arc 
Anil Kumar (secretary tele¬ 
communication). Revenue 
seoetaiy Javed Choudhury, 
heavy industries secretary P. 
Shankar and a new secretary 
for the department of Indian 
Systems of Medicine (did 
you know such a department 
exiiited). The current secreta¬ 
ry, Shanta Shatry has gone to 
the Central A^iinistrahve 
Tribunal. 

As the present health 
secretary B J*. Singh isi going 
to Washingtim, a new incum¬ 
bent has to be. i^ppointed in 
tiU jjdace. I^p^ maior 
dumi^ w the middle of 




















DELHI DIARY 


Strictly 

eonlMciitlcI 

■ . What happened to the 
White Paper on the 
activities of the inter- 
Services InteHigence (ISI) 
which home minister LX 
Advani promised to lay cm 
the table of Parliament seve¬ 
ral months ago? 


The Worid Bank 
story 

■ And we ail thought it 
was L.K. Advani's 
Ihult. When the uncharisnw- 
tic — and some say undcv- 
qualified — B.P. Sin|^ was 
oomin^d to the Wmld 
Bank evoyone assumed that 
Advani was trying to do Ms 
pnotesge a g 
home nunister di 


HF.ARDIN THE BJP 
HEADQUARTERS 

If tlMy want Ritiya Sablia, wa 
should ^ve tham Rhiyanaetl 

A MEMBER OF THE BJP EXECUTIVE ON HOW 
THE PARTY SHOULD DEAL WITH THE 
OPPOSITION DEMAND FOR CONVENING THE 
RAJYASABHA 



tradict the rumours. 

But when his close friends 
started to accuse him of play¬ 
ing favourites, Advani brute 
his silence. He told them that 
he was not the one who had 
suggested Singh’s name. 
However, when the recom¬ 
mendation was put before 
him, he did say that he had 
no elections. 

Them who sugge.sted 
Singh's name in the first 
{dace? TTie recommendation 
came form the last place one 
would have thought Singh 
would have any fiiends — 
the Prime Minister’s 
Office. 


Odtofform 

■ : At first he couldn’t do 
anything wrong. But, 
now it seems that P.R. Kuma- 
ramangalam can’t do anyth¬ 
ing right. 

First he got into a spat 
with the press —all because 
television journalists arriveti 
late for his briefings. And .so 
what if the jounialists were 
delayed because they were 
trying to get a .soundbite out 
of the Prime Minister? Any¬ 
way the incident (where he 
froze out a TV reporter 
because he was more interest¬ 
ed in the views of the PM) 
has had such an impact that 


CHECK-LIST 


The strong and silent men iand women) 
(rfinduni politics 

C AlldB«lM»IVd||MtmlytatH(}n8to 

you wonder where thoeoemettaMig, witty speeches 
com# from. Holding a cotwersutton jirfth Vatoee is heavy 
gobiQ—there is a halt-how t^ tefwaen evety word and 
you come out of the meetliHi sat for an 

hour-and-a-haM but haWngaxchat^ just three words. 


■ R.V. RufU dl u iBf It Md w 811 ^ once referred to 
him as a sedated bull fn», ttilrieh in tm^ospect was unfair. 
When he is talfdtqj ^wtflwlwe^eulture, Narasln^ 
Rao is effervescence he is prone to 

uttering three grunt$bww^,^ wrdsamlhatf-haw 
gapsw between x:;; 




RmgwrMan 

Kanwaffiangulain; trying 
ttaiwe 

Ranga is staying away from 
the briefing.s. 

Unfortunately, no one has 
restrained him from giving 
interviews. During a TV 
inteT^iew last week. Ranga 
decided to take on the Presi¬ 
dent of India. He .said that 
K.R. Narayanan was putting 
pressure on the govemment 
to call a Rajya .Sabha .session. 

Naturally, the President 
was furious. And Ranga was 
asked to apologise. So far. 
tie's told the BJP the Presi¬ 
dent has a soft spot for him. 
In fact,' he had olTered him- 
seif as die conduit between 
the SIP and the Rashtrapati 
J^utvati since he was asiqiid 
to accon^ny Narayanan p 
the i»inister-in-wi|ling 
,Idstours. 


tiSUf - !Wf;-iwMBiMBiaaiwageii»»aiB 
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Mountdin'i wdiiting to feel your weight 
foresib waiting to be caressed 
Waves (uinping to touch vour face 
An ageing aunt longing to hold vour fiarid 
A (fiilrfliood foend distanced by work 
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The world 


Hill till- world IS thdiijiinji fjsler 
every day. (ilobali/ation means 
j-’lobal eompelilion And jilobal 
ii>m|vclition needs a |xiwer(iil partner 
who understands youi doinestie and 
eross bordei sirategic business needs 
A paitner llial undei stands you 
Today's businesses need aeeess 
to new niaikets and increased 
support in existing ones JM Morgan 
Stanley, with its unrivaled expertise 


and experienee in local and 
international capital niaikels, is a 
catalyst (or giowth 

Our partnership opens up a world 
ol'opportunity to be part ol (ndia's 
giowth And It brings the world to 
India - capital, technology, tinaneial 
products and services A stiategie 
edge tor your business. 

We've matle tlie world a little snitdler 
to help make yoiii business big 



JM MORGAN STANLEY 


Our i‘clw()rk 48^ olfitc'i hcio5>s. 23 countries 
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Patriotic 

fervour 


T he cover str)Ty People ’ v 
war (4" 10 July) wa.s a 
(left compilation of how Indi¬ 
ans from all walks of life ralli¬ 
ed around to demonstrate 
their solidarity in rcai hin;: 
outtoourbravcsoldiers Vie¬ 
wed cynically, we h-id lo 
have something 111 ‘war¬ 
like’ situation torea/o the 
otherwise dormant patriotic 
fervour in us. 

If the Kargil conflict has 
evoked a never-seen before 
kind of patriotism, it is due to 
the visual media of today. If 
the print and visual media of 
the country, feel morally 
obliged towards the war vic¬ 
tims and keep covering stor 
ies about the devastations 
and its victims, it will certain¬ 
ly go a long way in helping 
them. Or else, the Kargil vic¬ 
tims may suffer the same fate 
as the war victims of yore. 

Though the article sug¬ 
gests that the unbounded par- 
triotism demonstrated by the 
people could be channelised 
and translated into work a la 
post-war Germany and 
Japan—with the sorry state 
of our work culture, it may 
not be plausible to imple¬ 
ment in oui country. 

Nallnl Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 

■All political parties and 
various state governments 
arc vying with one another to 
offer to the kith and kin of 
those killed in Kargil. Cash 
compensations, accommoda¬ 


tion, jobs, land etc. These 
cannot by themselves fully 
compensate the real losses 
suffered by these families. 

However, isn’t it strange 
that not a single political pat¬ 
ty has so far offered any .seats 
in the Assemblies or Lok 
Sabha/Rajya Sabha for rela¬ 
tives of those killed in Kar- 
gir^ Is it difficult to find an 
individual, foi instance, 
from any of these bereaved 
families, intellectually oi 
otherwise equal to Sonia 
Gandhi or Pnyanka Wadhe 
la or Rahul Gandhi, to lead 
this country? When that com¬ 
es about, this country would 
really transform itself. The 
destiny of this country is link¬ 
ed with these martyrs and 
their lamilics, not with one 
exploitative dynasty . 

M.V. Sundararaman, Madras 
(Tamil Nadu) 

iiMlIan air fore# pays 
homage to 8q. Loador AJay 
AhHla: death of a hero 


Contrived 

coinage 


T he columni.st in his article 
(The Moopanar of 
Maharashtra, 6—12 June) 
has coined an acronym 
—Ass— for the new party 
formed by Sharad Pawar. 
This is flawed in that he has 
taken A from Taiiq Anwar's 
last name, S from I^mo 
Sangnia’s last name but S 
from Sharad Pawar's first 
name, Theie has to be some 
consi.siency in this. It should 
also be a natural, not contriv¬ 
ed effort. 

M. V. Sundararaman, Madras 
(Tamil Nadu) 

■The columnist's penchant 
for vilification is nothing 
but exhibitionist outpouring 
of a frustrated retircil govern¬ 
ment servant. Hejust wants 
to show ofl his mastery' of 
archaic Engli.sh and pejora¬ 



tive expression. Just look at 
these words: Georgie- 
Porgie, unmatched impressa- 
rio Pramod Mahajan, and 
faint heart Sushma Swaraj 
etc. Earlier, he has used 
equally offensive terms 
against other leaders Murli 
Manohar Joshi (knicker- 
wala), and Advani (Hindut- 
va fanatic). 

N. Kriahnamurthy, 
Secunderabad Cantt. (Andhra 
Pradesh) 


Factual error 


A s a contemporary of I. K 
Gujral, 1 would like to 
share some vital facts about 
Oujral’s lil'e and career 
which have not been mentio¬ 
ned in the profile {The 
intellectual, 20—26 June > 

Contrary to what the profi¬ 
le implies I.K. Gujral’s politi¬ 
cal career started much 
before he came to Delhi as a 
refugee in 1047. He was an 
acknowledged student 
leader of Punjab and was 
impnsoned during the free¬ 
dom struggle. In fact, he had 
also been to jail while still a 
baby with his mother, who 
alongwith hei husband, a 
veteran freedom fighter and 
Punjab Congress leader, suf¬ 
fered imprisonment a num¬ 
ber of times. 

It is well-known that dur¬ 
ing the turbulent period, Guj¬ 
ral not only visited Punjab 
but had also founded the Pun¬ 
jab Group which made signi¬ 
ficant contributions towards 
solving the militancy pro¬ 
blems. Gujral was instrumen¬ 
tal in persuading Sant 
Longowal in signing the 
Rajiv-Longowal Pact. Meet¬ 
ings of Punjab Group at Guj- 
ral’s house were attended by 
leaders like Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee and Chandra Sekhar 
on one hand and Parkash 
Singh Badal and Bamala on 
the other hand. It was during 
this period that Gujral coin 
ed and projected ‘Punjabiat’ 
as the secularist concept 
against separatism of the 
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I.K. Qi(|ral: eruudar for 
Mcular polity 

Punjab militants. 

During the infamous 1984 
anti-Sikh riots in Delhi. Guj- 
ral had backed the .Sikh For¬ 
um which had been started 
by eminent Sikhs. Those 
who covered or witnessed 
Giijral’s election to Lok 
Sabha from Jalandhar 
remember it very well that 
BJP as a party never openly 
came out to support Gujral’s 
candidature. Gujral’s opposi¬ 
tion to the BJP government 
at the Centre, notwithstand¬ 
ing excellent personal rap¬ 
port between Vajpayee and 
Ciujral. has been in consonan¬ 
ce With his life-long crusade 
for a secular polity. 

I also refer to your insinua¬ 
tions against Gujral under 
the column Delhi Diai^y in 
the same issue. Guiral’s criti¬ 
cism of George Fernandes’ 
guffaw as defence minister 
is not personal but is in the 
best interests of the country 
during the present critical 
juncture and it is overwhel¬ 
mingly shared both by the 
people and the media, even 
by BJP leaders. 

TrHochm Singh, New Delhi 


Quiet firmness 


I n Kannada, there is a pro¬ 
verb—In broad daylight, 
he fell into a well that he had 
recognised even in the dark 
night! (Fight the real battle. 
4—10 July). Notwithstand¬ 
ing the talk of the infiltrators 
being pushed back, reports 
in fact, speak of the increas¬ 
ing reinforcements of materi¬ 
als and men including train¬ 
ed men drawn from the Pak 
army. 

Wme Minister Vajpayee 
merits universal endorse¬ 
ment for the pol icy ol quiet 
firmness in dealing with the 
Kargil conflict. Regardless 
of what George Fernandes 
says, in ordering the return 
of the body of Sq.Ldr. AJay 
Ahuja, or the relea.se of FI. 
Lt. Nachiketa, Nawa? .Sharif 
has left no one m doubt that 
he IS the boss of the Pak 
Army, of the LSI and of Paki¬ 
stan in general, GckkI foi us! 
Nehru, on the floor of the Par- 
liiuneiit, soil- pedalled the 
annexation tiirough wai'. ot 
thousands of square kilo¬ 
meters of Indian territory by 
China in 1962. That territory 
IS now ours only in our 
maps! In the India-Pakistan 
wai, when Lai Bahadur 
Shastri was our Prime Mini¬ 


ster, strategically important 
locations in Pakistan and 
PoK territory, including 
"Chicken Neck," were occu¬ 
pied by our forces at tremend¬ 
ous cost of human lives. 

India accepted Soviet 
mediation. Shastri and Ayub 
Khan of Pakistan, met in 
Tashkent in the presence of 
Kosygin, the then Soviet 
Pnme Minister. India agreed 
to hand back to Pakistan, 
virtually on a platter, all that 
it had gained! Shastri’s sudd¬ 
en death at Tashkent, within 
minutes of signing the agree¬ 
ment, spared him the ignonu- 
ny of returning and facing 
ridicule in India. 

The comic anger of Nat- 
war Singh in a TV debate, 
recently, at the inability of 
the present government to 
protect our territorial 
integrity, amused me as 
much as the tantrums of the 
jellyfish which constitute 
the ruling coterie in the rump 
of a party called Congress 
N. Nerasimhan, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 

■The brutal torture meted 
out to our surrendered 
soldiers by Pakistan was 
reprehensible, barbaric and 
remini.scent of the cruelty 
and savagery heaped on hap¬ 
less Hindus by the inaiaud- 
ing North western invaders 
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ContribuM by Blkaah Ch«ncm Prvdhan, CalcutUi (W«rt 


before the arrival of the Bri¬ 
tish. It is reminiscent of the 
cruelty heaped on the Sikh 
sacred Gurus by the Mughals. 
Capt NavnUh Kriehnan (retd), 
Bangalore (Karnataka) 


Simply 

ludicrous 


M ani Shankar Aiyar’s 
accusations about the 
functioning of the defence 
ministry and the minister are 
ludicrous (Who next for 
Prime Minister? 4—10 
July). As general secretary 
of my party, it is my duty to 
know facts concerning the 
functioning and concerns of 
my party president who is 
also defence minister. If Mr- 
Vajpayee is attacked, do the 
BJP general secretaries not 
defend him? Obviously, Mr 
Aiyar’s concern for 
women’s empowerment is 
only skin-deep, if he thinks 
women general secretary 
cannot or should not speak 
on defence matters. Our par¬ 
ty made national security a 
major concern in the last Lok 
Sabha elections and all of us 
have informed views on poli¬ 
cies relating to security. Let 
not seminarists and armchair 
commentators alone consi¬ 
der themselves ‘experts’. 

It IS equally rude and chau¬ 
vinistic to compare me to 
Niloufer Bhagwat who was 
wife playing many other 
roles while the husband was 
initially quiet. 1 am not anyth¬ 
ing other than the general 
secretary and .spokesperson 
of my party fully authorised 
to counter political attacks of 
the likes of the Congress. It 
is clear to anyone that his par¬ 
ty's cheap criticism of the 
government and the defence 
minister is not reflective of 
the mood of the people. The 
rest of the articles in your 
magazine prove it. 

Why not change the name 
of your column from Mani- 
Talk to Mani-Babblc? 

Jeya JalOy, general secretary, 
SamatePei^ 
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MILESTONES 


AWAIIOIOftoDr 

Prasanta Bhowni^, 
genera] practiticmer, the 
British Medical 
Association’s prestigious 
Sir James Cametion 
Award. Bhowmik, who 
was inspired by Mother 
Tesrcsa, practises in 
Newham, England. 

IMHUI: Asok Mitra, 
former secretary to Bte 
President of India, on 9 
July, in Calcutta, He was 
82. He authored several 
books. 


CMBO: M.L. Jaisimha. 
former Test cricketo’. on 



7 July, in Hyderabad. He 
was and is survived by 
his wife and two sons. 


IMBD: Priyainbada 
Devi, freedom fighto' 
and Orissa's first woman 
legislator, in Cuttack, on 
8 July. She wa.s 102. 

ApponmtosAN. 

Joshi, as executive 
director of the Bombay 
Stodc Exchange, on 8 
July. He succeeds R.C. 
Mathur who resigned 
under controversial 
circumstances. 

■UlCTIDiS. Balwant, 
as president of die 
Federation of Indian 
Publishers. 
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MA V A KAMA! H'7 Wf AS/AWAGE 


■ If they don't respond now, there vill be more Kargils here and there, 

a 

SARTAJ AZl/ Pukivlan foreiKinninisler ihi- iiirfiiuiliotial ifniminnin rn pul on Nr» 

hi’lhr to find a loitin^ lolntion lo thr Kiiihinii prohlrni 

■ I have seen for the first time that all the people of Shillong have become one through my .son’s 
sacrifice. 1 am happy for that. 

S A L 1 Y N O N Cl k tl M. niolluo of Copt Ki'iihmiii lifjonl Noni;rum who laid down Ins hfe at Kat nd 

■ The festering wound of siK-ial discrimination has been eating away at the vitals of our body 
politic. 

K U S H A H H A U T H A K R H, PJPptewlent, oddu \sin!to Dolii feathering m Patna 



■ Do I have to prove my love for this country? I 
can lay dovfn my life for this nation. What is 
there in an award? 

Dilip Kumar, thespmn. durmg llw 'Nislum-I’-Pakistan' 
controversy 


■ We are Marxists. We don’t celebrate birthdays. 

J Y O T 1 B A .S U. Well Bengal chief ministei. on his S6ih birlhtkiv 

■ West Bengal has the potential to be a commercial hub of an emerging economic space. 
M 1 C H A K L Clark, executive direi tor of the United Stales-India Business Council 


SAIICTIOIWO:Rs6.S 

erme, by the Maharashtra 
government, to convert 
‘INS Vikrant’ into a war 
memm-ial. 


■ He was .simply a legend and I consider myself lucky that I could watch him so clo.sely, from a 
di.stance of 22 yards. 

CHLTAN Chau ha H. former Test opener, on Sunit Gavaskar who turned so recently 
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THE REAL HEROES 


Anupam Kherdoes his bit for the brave men ofKargil 



IN SUPPORT OF THE J AWANS; Kher, Brigadier Dixit and Jatin at the press con ference in Delhi 


I n real life as well as reel life, he is belter known for 
making people laugh. Bui a different side of Anu- 
pam Kher's personality was on view in Delhi last 
week. "We are zeros. They are the real heroes. Really, 
we lue nothing," he said in a shaky voice, tears stream¬ 
ing down his face. Whether they were for real or not, 
we’ll never know. But there was no glycerine bottle in 
sight. 

The occasion was a press conference about a star- 
studded charity event. Aye Watan Tere Liye, in aid of 
the jawans, which was to be held in Delhi Initially, 
Kher behaved true to type. He arrived late accompan¬ 
ied by Jatin Pandit (of the Jatin-Lalit duo) and a repr¬ 
esentative of the army. Brigadier Ramesh Dixit. 

But Kher didn’t look very cheerful. As he sat down, 
he hardly kK)keJ up from his notes, ignoring calls from 
photographers for a picture. "It is nice of us to suddenly 
remember the jawans when wc see dead bodies coming 
back, not the real, living people we sent to the front," he 
began. As the press conference progressed, he dived 
under the table several times after begging to be 
e\cu.sed, presumably to indulge in a flood of tears, emer¬ 
ging red-eyed after a few seconds from below the dais. 

When he had recovered somewhat, he .said the pur¬ 
pose of the event and the others that he was planning 
was to "remind the people that the jawans exist in times 
of peace as well". 

He then explained what had moved him so much: he 
had visited injured soldiers at the anny hospiital only 
that morning and was overwhelmed by their .response 


to the attention they were getting from India. "What 
they need, more than the money, is the warmth of the 
nation. They want to feel wanted, that they arc not 
alone in this battle. When the entire.film industry 
shows Its warmth, they are going to feel wanted,” went 
on the suddenly-vocal Kher. 

Defending accusations that the film industry uses 
situations like this for grabbing media attention, he 
said, "We don’t need publicity. We are already the 
most publicised industry in India. Moreover, every 
time there is a calamity, wc are the first ones to contri¬ 
bute, ahead of everyone." 

Kher said that this event w’as not a one-time event to 
expiate guilt. For this event, 2,000 tickets would be 
reserved for jawans and eminent personalities tike 
Dilip Kumar, Amitabh Bachchan, Anil Kapoor, Nana 
Patekar, Yash Chopra, Udit Narayan. etc., would be pre- 
,sent. "But we would also like to meet the families of the 
jawans, sponsor their children’s education, help them 
in every possible way." 

With Anupam Kher present, no one else got a chance 
to speak much. A somewhat shy and inarticulate Jatin 
managed to say a few words to convey how happy he 
was to be involved in the show. 

In the end, it was a cynic rather than a comedian who 
said, "We have become so hardened in life that to create 
sympathy we have to play on the emotions of the 
people." It just .shows how gotxl at his job Anupam 
Kher is. • 

OwiUM fCatai/'Mvir IMiM 


wanted, that they’re mift akMteIn hattie/' said Kher 









MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 




The fascist mind-set 
of the B JP 


The BJP mode is 
the fascist mode. 
The fascist mode is 
to ride the populist 
wave but not be 
accountable to the 
people’s represen¬ 
tatives. Mussolini 
showed his con¬ 
tempt for 

democracy when he marched on the Itali¬ 
an Parliament t(j snuff it out. The BJP 
may not have an Italian-bom leader, but 
its ideas of governance have their origin 
in Italy alright. 

The BJP adamantly refuses to conve¬ 
ne the Rajya Sabha to discuss the situa¬ 
tion arising out of Pakistan’s aggression 
in the Kargil sector. It heads a govern¬ 
ment that has already lost the confidence 
of the Lok Sabha. Which is why the 
House stands dissolved. The Constitu¬ 
tion requires the House to be reconstitut¬ 
ed within six months. There is, therefo¬ 
re. no alternative to elections in Septem¬ 
ber to be certain of the House being con¬ 
vened by 22 October to maintain the 
sanctity of the Constitution. Flush with 
their military victory in Kargil, the BJP 
is not averse to elections come Septem¬ 
ber. But when it comes to holding a 
Rajya Sabha session at which their 
many and varied acts of omission lutd 
commission will be ruthlessly exposed, 
they baulk. The argument is that, in the 
midst of a military conflict, it would 
wreck the morale of our brave jawans to 
have the conflict discussed in 
Parliament. 

That, of course, is the argument that 
should have occurred to young Vaj¬ 
payee, when on 26 October, 1962, he led 
a Jan Sangh delegation to call on Jawa- 
harlal Nehru. We were bang in the midst 
of a war. On 20 October, the Chinese hor¬ 
des had descended from the Thagla 
ridge, crossed the Namka Chu river and 


overrun Brig. Dalvi’s posj at Dhola. 
(Ftirthe details, the reader is invited to re¬ 
read Dalvi’s Himalayan Blunder). Over 
the next four days, the Chinese swept all 
before them and captured Tawang. In 
the middle sector (northern UP), there 
were a number of hot engagements. In 
the western sector, our boys put up a stift 
resistance but the Chinese advanced so 
far into Ladakh that Leh itself was 
threatened. 

On 24 October, the Chinese paused. 
All of NEFA lay before them. And all of 
Ladakh lay at iheir feet. Never has India 
been more threatened than it was then. 
No one knew where the Chine.se would 
stop. New Delhi itself might, it was 
believed, be their objective. Yet, the 
same Vajpayee who today shies away 
from a Rajya Sabha .session, demanded 
that an "emergency' session ol the 
Rajya Sabha be called to discuss the 
situation arising out of the C’hinese 
aggression along the length of our 
northern borders. 



THE FASCIST MODE is not the Con¬ 
gress mode. The role model of the Con¬ 
gress IS nut an Italian dictator. Nehru, 
therefore, graciously conceded Vaj¬ 
payee’s demand. The Rajya Sabha was 
convened on 8 November. The follow¬ 
ing day, Vajpayee delivered himself of a 
thundering speech which, since its 
rediscovery by me a few weeks ago, has 
come to haunt him. His words are, 
however, irrefutably recorded in the pro¬ 
ceedings of the day. Vajpayee viciously, 
condemned the government of the day, 
criticised senior army commanders, 
portrayed the army as inadequate in num¬ 
bers and lacking in everything, insisted 
on knowing what action had lx*en taken 
on previous committee reports, demand¬ 
ed to know why the Pnme Minister had 
not been alerted to the dangers facing the 
country, sought to know who was res¬ 
ponsible for keeping the Prime Minister 
in the dark, expatiated on military tactics 
and strategy, and expounded at length 
on foreign policy. No waiting till after 
the war for a post-mortem Vajpayee 
demanded his answers here and now 
Who shipped him'^ No one. He was . 
listened to in respectful silence. Hi'i;^ 
points were responded to in detail — by 
various Congress spokespersons, in 
addition to the Prime Minister himself 
Vajpayee at the time was a chhutki of 38 
years, representing a party that had but 
one or two seats in the House He him- 
.self had not made it to the Lok Sabha, 
although he had been a member in the 
earlier second Lok Sabha (1957-61). It 
was some character lost to history called 
U.M. Trivedi who headed the miniscule 
Jan Sangh contingent in the Lok Sabha. 
Comic relief on the outside was provid¬ 
ed by Balraj Madhok, an extremist so 
outrageous that the Jan Sngh itself had 
to eventually disown him. Instead of 


Bill Cilirton: his oftsr of "pononal 
intorost" In tho affairs of South Asia 
is a polsonod chaiica; pot, tho 
incrodihly Immaturo BJP>lad 
govornmoat is tooting it as a trlmivh 
of diplomacy 
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Sabha seasion? 



tiediing ttiis lot as a bunch oi joKcrs, 
Nehru and his colleagues, in the highest 
democratic tradition, listened with res¬ 
pect to very pearl of wisdom that fell 
From their child like lips — and even 
adopted several of them. For example, 
Vajpayee’s delegation had demanded 
the recall of retired army generals to take 
charge of the conduct of the war. Nehru 
inducted both Thimayya and Hinunat- 
sinhji. former chiefs of army staff, into 
the National Defence Council. 

That was democracy in action. Fol¬ 
lowing the Rajya Sabha .session, the Lok 
Sabha was summoned for 21 Novem¬ 
ber. Four days before the Lok Sabha was 
to meet, the Chinese attacked Brig. 
Hoshiar Singh’s redoubt at ,Se La pass. 
Not one person suggested postpone¬ 
ment of the Lok Sabha session. Between 
17 November and the convening of the 
Lok Sabha on the 21st, Se La fell, then 
Dirang Dzong, then Bomdila, and the 
Chinese were at foothills, Further east, 
Walong fell first, and the Chine,se mov- 





On 26 October, 1962, A.B. 
Vajpayee led a Jan Sangh 
delegation to call on 
Jawaharlal Nehru. We were 
bang in the midst of a war 
with the Chinese. The same 
Vajpayee who today shies 
away from a Rajya Sabha 
session, demanded that an 
"emergency" session of the 
Rajya Sabha be called to 
discuss the situation 
arising out of the Chinese 
aggression along the length 
of our northern borders 


ed like a knife through butter all the way 
to Hayliung. In Ladakh, every Indian 
line of defence from the Chip Chap and 
Galwan valleys in the north all the way 
south to Demchok were in Chinese 
hands between the adjourning of the 
Rajya Sabha and the convening of the 


Lok Sabha. Should Vajpayee not have 
then patriotically demanded the indefi¬ 
nite postponement of the Lok Sabha ses¬ 
sion? Had he done so, Nehru would have 
contemptuously dismis.sed as unpatrio¬ 
tic the idea that calling Parliament is an 
act of treachery On the contrary, the 
government of the day, knowing full 
well what an impossible task it was to 
defend the indefensible in Parliament, 
called Parliament to get itself crucified. 
And, by God, it was. 

IN 1971, PAKISTAN attacked when 
Parliament was in session Vaipayee did 
not propose an immediate adjournment. 
Why not? Today, he thinks it would 
demoralise the armed forces to have 
them prai.sed in Parliament. Why did he 
think differently then? Why does he 
think different today ? 

The fact is that the BJP has never been 
comfortable with Parliament. While 
they ran a regular government answera¬ 
ble to Parliament, they took no decisions 
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K.R. Naraymaii: the President, one hopes, will not wait 
upon the defeated, disgraced Vajpayee’s wiil...it is now up 
to him to save the tattered remains of our 
democracy 


Winston Churchili: his disastrous decision to iand Aiiiad 
troops in Gaiiipoii led to such heated condemnation In the 
House that Churchill had to resign as First Lord of the 
Admiralty 


because they could nevei get consensus 
within their own ranks nor cairy convic¬ 
tion with Parliament. Now that they 
have no Parliament, they arc truly a fasc¬ 
ist government because they are respons¬ 
ible to no one. And so, decisions come 
galore. Not only senior appointments 
but the outrage of .fagmohan’s dismis¬ 
sal, the scandal over telecom, decisions 
involving thousands of crorcs of public 
money in disinvestments, all come fly¬ 
ing thick and fast. 

The government wants to run the 
nation as it wishes. But without being 
responsible to imyone. Is this 
democracy? Major foreign policy deci¬ 
sions are in the offing. Clinton’s offer of 
"personal interest" in the affairs of South 
A.siaisapoisonedchalice. Yet, the incre¬ 
dibly immature BJP-led government is 
touting it as a triumph of diplomacy. The 
G-8 resolution which has so tickled their 
pretty little hearts is not entitled "Kargil" 
but "Kashmir". We are about to be led 
into the second diplomatic deception in 
a year. As the Bus to Lahore ended in 
Kargil, so is Pakistan’s withdrawal from 
Kargil going to lead the Yanks into Kash¬ 
mir. Yet, Vajpayee thinks he has no 


need of taking the Rajya Sabha into 
confidence 

The House of C'ommons never adjour¬ 
ned to fight either WW-1 or WW-II 
Indeed, ChiirchiH’s disastrous decision 
to land Allied troops in Gallipoli led to 
such heated condemnation in the House 
that Churchill had to resign as First Lord 
of the. Admiralty (i.e., Minister for the 
Navy) At the start of the Second World 
War, Chamberlain had U> go over Nor¬ 
way. His resignation was forced on the 
very day flO May. 1940) that the Ger¬ 
man armies marched through the Low 
countries and invested France. A few 
days later, the Maginot Line was breach¬ 
ed and France fell pathetically to the 
enemy. Master now of all of western 
Europe, Hitler unleashed his Blitzkrieg 
on England. Two bombs hit the House 
of Commons itself as the House sat. Did 
the MPs run helter-skelter and demand. 
a la the BJP, that Parliament be suspen¬ 
ded? On the contrary, the House remain¬ 
ed in session with business as normal — 
Prime Minister’s questions and all. That 
is democracy. 

The United States tried to keep out of 
WW-Il as it had in the first till 1917. In 


December 1940, the Japanese blasted 
the American naval fleet out of the water 
at Pearl Harbour It was the worst Amcn- 
can military disaster since the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence in 1776. Did the 
US Congress promptly suspend busi¬ 
ness? On the contrary, they convened to 
urge President Roosevelt to declare war. 
He did. Then in 1943. with the Germans 
at Stalingrad, fought an election against 
Tom Dewey. That is democracy. 

Berlin, Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, Iraq, 
Somalia. Yugoslavia — for half- 
a-century, the United Stales’ armed for¬ 
ces have almost constantly engaged in 
warfare around the globe. US 
democracy has not been shut down. 

Vajpayee's argument is wholly 
bogus. "The President, one hopes, will 
not wait upon the defeated, disgtaced 
Vajpayee's will. Our Constitution inclu¬ 
des the office of President, along with 
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha to 
define the institutions of our Parliament. 
The Lok Sabha is defunct. The Rajya 
Sabha is being made defunct. It is now 
up to the Rashtrapati to save the tattered 
remains of our democracy. • 
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t The new mlUennlnin ■ 

Yes, that is the day when we at Tata Steel 
heralded a new niiUennium—the 'Green 
Millennium' Fulfilling the pledge we made on 



5th June 1997, of planting a million trees 
by the tufn of this millennium, well 
ahead of the schedule. We continue with our 

1 1st October,1998 • 

programme with renewed zest, stiretchmg our 
target to plant 1.5 million trees by the year 2000 
ushering in a greener millennium for you 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Profiling the most 
promising younger 
leaders in the Congress 
and the BJP 

Af’li him Atiil Behan says the BJP. 

Ahki hari. hahu hnmari retorts the 
Congress 


T his IS all very well for now. But 
wlial will hapfien to the Bhara¬ 
tiya Janata Party attei Atal 
Bchari Vajpayee and L K. 
Advani' And what is the 
.second rank of leadership in the Con- 
grc.ss after Sonia Gandhi? In fact, the 
country’s olde.st political part) is in a 
wor.se slate than its rival paiiy lor it is 
doininated by a working committee lull 
of doddering, old and uiichaiisniatic 
Rajya Sabha menibeis 

"There was a lime when the Congicss 
W'as a movement," says BJP general 
secretary Naiciulra Modi. "But later, the 
Congress clustered around a parivar. 
And since then, Ihcie has been no attem¬ 
pt to build up leadership." he adds 
But if the Congte^.s revolves around 
the Nehru-Gandhi jninvur. then the BJP 
has its own puinai to deal with "The 
BJP is totally controlled by the KSS," 
points out Rajesh Pilot, a Congress Wor¬ 
king Committee member "And it is the 
R.SS who gets to decide who is the first, 
second Iir third rank. The BJP has mv con¬ 
trol over such a major issue." he adds 

Not true, says Modi. "The sangh 
plays no role. The BJP takes its owm deci¬ 
sion," he reiterates. And party vice- 
president K. Jana Krishnamuilhi reels 
off a list of such leaders within the BJP 
— including Modi — and others such as 
Venkaiah Naidu, Pramod Mahajan and 
■Sushma Swaraj." They are already front- 
rank leaders," he says. Adding, "Mv>st of 
our leaders are grass-root leaders." 

The Congress makes the same claim. 
Unfortunately the list falls a bit short 
altei going through .such names as Digvi- 
jay Singh, Madhnvrao Scindia, Rajesh 
Pilot and Ahmed Patel. The party’s arti¬ 
culate spokesman Ajit Jogi may claim 
that the Congress is the only party which 
has leaders in every state and amongst 
every section of society, but it is difficult 
to see such Congressmen as Pranab Muk- 
herjee, Arjun Singh and M.L. Fotedar fit¬ 
ting this bill. 

In fact, it was Sharad Pawai who poin¬ 
ted out that the Congress leadership had 
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Digvijay is a sycophant. But he is also a mass 
leader. After all, he delivered Madhya 
Pradesh to the Congress on a platter. And 
Sonia has acknowledged his role by giving him 
a second term 



denied him a role at the national level, 
claiming that he was just a state leader. 
"Very well," said Pawar. "I accept that I 
am a state leader. But can you point out 
even one state leader from the Con¬ 
gress?" he asked. 

In an answer to Pawar’s query. 
.Sunday profiles the second rank of 
leadership in both the Congress and the 
BJP. Or, as Narendra Modi quipped: the 
.second rank, first file. 




Digvijay Singh 

Clearly the man of the moment. He 
already had youth and charisma on his 
side. And in November last year, he add 
ed a miracle to the list. When Digvij.iy 
Singh wrested back the state of Madhya 
Pradesh from the jaws of defeat and 
emerged as the first Congress chief mini¬ 
ster to .serve a second term in the state, 
most Congressmen turned to him as the 
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symbol of a party on the revival. 

Of course, Singh said all that was pro¬ 
per and attributed his victory to his party 
president: Sonia Gandhi. He enacted 
this act of gratitude on every television 
studio in town. And later, at the AICC 
session last December, he told an astoni¬ 
shed crowd that his luck was in; and that 
his destiny told him that soon Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi would be the Prime Minister. 

This was probably the first time'Sonia 
Gandhi had been hailed as the future 
Prime Minister at an official forum; and 
most (’ongressmen on the dais fretted 
and fumed as Singh beat them to it. 

Again, when Sonia gave in her 
resignation. Singh was the first chief 
minister tii offer his resignation to her. 
Quick to seize the moment, he resigned 
late at night, the same evening that Soma 
handed in hei papers. 

So. Singh IS a sycophant. In Congress 
politics that’s a merit. But what sets 
Smgh apart fiom the others .such as Nat- 
war Singh, At jun Singh and Fotedar is 
that he is also a mass leader. After all. 
only SIX months ago, he delivered 
Madhya Piadesh to the Congress on a 
platter. And whatever Singh might pro¬ 


fess, Sonia has acknowledged his role in 
the victory by letting him have a second 
term. 

And Congressmen — maybe not at 
the ewe level, but at the party workers' 
level — acknowledge that Singh has a 
greater role to play at the Centre. In fact, 
when Sonia handed in her resignation, 
there were furtive attempts to look for a 
replacement. And while Manniohan 
Singh seemed the obvious choice, it was 
Digvijay who emerged as the most 
acceptable Fortunately for Singh, the 
rumours never saw the light of day 
Otherwise the coterie would ha\ e used 
that as an excu.se to cut him down to size. 

And unfortunately, he doesn't have 
many friends for Singh has always play¬ 
ed both sides Take the time when Sha- 
rad Pawar had announced that he would 
contest the post of party president again- 
.st Sitaram Kesri (June 1997). Singh assu¬ 
red both Kesri and Pawar that he was on 
their side thus ensuring that the middle 
path belonged to him. 

Mo.st people would get run over,-walk- 
ing the middle of the road. But not Dig% i- 
jay Singh. He has just got ahead: both at 
the state and at the national level. 


Madhavrao Scindia 

As far as Sitaram Kesri was concerned, 
it was a moment of truth couched in a lie. 
After he withdrew support, first from 
the H.D Deve Gowda government and 
later from the l.K. Gujral ministry, worri¬ 
ed Congressmen would rush to his 
house at Purana Quila Road. Quite natu¬ 
rally they were apprehensive about the 
spectre of a mid-term poll. An unperturb¬ 
ed Kesri would soothe their fears and 
assure them that soon a Congress govern¬ 
ment would be in place. 

When It was pointed out to him (very 
subtly) that no ally would support a Con¬ 
gress government with Kesri as Prime 
Minister, he would smile and tell them 
that he was not in the running for Race 
Course Road. His candidate for prime 
mimstership was Madhavrao Scindia. 

Of course, Kesri was lying. But, he 
also realised that while no one would 
support an old man in a hurry as the 
Pi ime Minister of India, .Scindia’s name 
would sell. 

De.spite the havala charges (later dis- 
mis.sed by the court) Scindia has a clean 
linage, A testimony of this is the fact that 
he was one of the few who managed to 
win his scat as an Independent, after 
breaking away from the Congress 
before the 1996 Lok Sabha polls. 

Others such as Aijun Singh and N.D. 
Tiwari were not so lucky. And those 
who claim that Digvijay had sabotaged 
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Arjun’s election — well, it can be argu¬ 
ed as to who the chief minister hatc.s 
more: Arjun Singh or Scindia 
Ironically, Scindia did not fare so 
well during the 1998 polls — when he 
fought not as an Independent, but on a 
Congress ticket. Although he won, it 
was by a very narrow margin. This could 
be one of the reasons why he is consider¬ 
ing changing his constituency from 
Gwalior to Guna. And though he has con¬ 
siderable influence over the old Gwalior 
•State, his candidates did not faie well in 
the Assembly elections last year. 

Bui It did not take Scindia long lo 
recover lost ground. Those who scuffed 
and said that the Maharaja would be 
shifted out during the rcshulllc at the 
general .secretary level a few nionihs 
ago, were m for an unpleasant surprise 
when Soma not only kept him on, but 
gave him a free hand to first deal w ith 
the Orissa crisis (replacing J B Patnaik 
with Gtridhar Gamang) and then to con¬ 
tain the exodus m Maharashtra after 
Pawar was expelled 

And, when you 'o n'. i that .Sciridi- 
a’s colleagues at th. • neial secretary 
level consist of the likes of Pianab Muk- 
herjec, R.K. Dhawan, Oscai Fernandes 
and Ghulam Nabi Azad - - the savvy, 
young MP from Gwalior can only shine 
in comparison 


Rajesh Pilot 

Last month, Rajesh Pilot weiu to one of 
the villages near Kargil and met the 
soldiers. 

While he was there, a reporter coiii- 
inented that it was strange that the state 
P(T chief was not at hand to welcome a 
member of the high cornmatid — a (’on- 
gress Working Committee member. 
Pilot laughed and retorted that in the 
Congress, they were all equals. And that 
there was no high command. 

In a party that is so tiriven by hierar¬ 
chy, it was a statement begging to be mis- 
interpieleil. Tfie next day the papers 
reported that Pilot was questioning the 
existence of a high command within the 
Congress And ever-willing Pilot baiters 
pointed to the fact that when Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi wanted lo send a team of observers 
to Kargil, she did not include his name in 
the list. (Not true, says Pilot claiming 
that he was out of town when the list was 
finalised). 

Whatever the reason the omission 
was a glaring one. Pilot is an acknow¬ 
ledged expert on Kashmir aff'aiis. in 


fact, he is one of the few C'ongress always manages to rub him or her the 
leaders who has managed to carve out a wrong way. 

niche for himself. He has three areas of For example, during the CWC meet- y 
specialisation the north-cast, Kashmir ing that chose Sitaram Kesri as Narasim- 
and the kiMin (farmer) lobby. ha Rao’s successor, Pilot’s was the lone 

While the insurgency-ridden states voice of dissent. For obvious reasons 
were an aica that he adopted during his this did not endear him to the then Con- 
stint at the home ministry, Pilot has gress president. Again, during the CWC 
always identified strongly with the kisew meet when Sharad Pawar and P. A. Sang- 
lobby. In fact, journalists recall his rna raised the question of Soma Gan- 
annual (ti.m/i lunch where he serves/n.s.5i dhi’s foreign birth. Pilot joined issue 
with iiuikki ki roti and mrson ka saag, with them. 

followed by fresh guavas as des.sert. The His honest but acerbic .style of functio- 
only other Congressman who can claim ning has made him tew friends within 
lo be a kis'dit leader is Balram Jakhar. the ruling coterie. And as for the rebels. 
And his popularity is diminishing. (The they claim that Pilot has let them down 
farmers' lobby gives Pilot unlimited time and again. Though Pilot denies it. 
access to both men and money near Pawar and Co. claims-that he was one of 
Delhi. And Sfiis always has its uses). the .signatories to the now infamous let- 
But, to be fair to Pilot, he does not ter that led to Sonia’s resignation. Only 
need to manufacture any crowd for him- he backed out at the last moment, 
self However, the Gujjar leader has one But this is how Pilot functions He 
major drawback: he has the mass on his will raise the banner of revolt, only to 
side, but not the class. Party leaders see back out at the last — some would vay. 
Pilot as an upstart, as an ambitious right — moment. Unfortunately, this 
young man in a hurry It does not matter has won him tew friends within the par- 
who the Congress president is. Pilot ty. For one. Pilot is ncvei in any of the 

Pilot’s honest but acerbic style of functioning has 
made him few friends within the ruling coterie. 

And as for the rebels, they claim that he has let 
them down repeatedly 
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panels during a working commitlce elec¬ 
tion. Yet, at Tirupati he won on his own 
. steam. And last year, in Calcutta, he lost 
' by just one vote. And most concede that 
the only reason he lost was that the polls 
were rigged. 

So, you may try, but you can’t keep 
Rajesh Pilot down. 

Sushma Swaraj 

It is clear that she has her eye on the long 
term; otherwise why would Sushma 
Swaraj suddenly announce that she is 
not fighting the next Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion',' And that, instead of electoral poli¬ 
tics she would rather dedicate her time to 
party affairs ' 

LInfoilunatcly for Sushma, this was a 
transparent ploy. No one has asked her 
to reconsider her stance — yet. 
However, she has been given her share 
of time to organisational matters. Apart 
trom addressing the ixcasional press 
biicling, she is also part of the BJP’s 
high-level campaign committee chaired 
byL.K Advani. 

But she still has a long way to go 
before she can rcciner fiom hei setback 
as chief minister ol Delhi First she anta¬ 
gonised the party leadership by relusing 
ihejob when it was olfered to her This 
did not go down W'ell with the iHirivar, 
though most conceded that it was a los¬ 
ing battle ti> begin with. 

And Sushma does nut hesitate to 
blame her adversaries for her downfall. 
She has told friends that she holds Pi a 
mod Mahajan responsible lor thni.sting 
the Delhi chief ministership on her. 
Which IS probably true. But it is also a 
pointci to Sushma’s dwindling clout i 
that Mahajan got away with it. 

Later, when she could not deliver the 
expected miracle and lost the elections, 
she appealed before television cameras 
and said,' "Ghar mem aaf;. ghur kc chi 
rag St’ lagi." There was an angry and 
immediate reaction from both Madan 
Lai khurana and ,Sahib Singh Vertna — 
and a party that prided itself on conduct¬ 
ing its battles behind closed doors sud¬ 
denly faced the ignominy of having its 
fights being fought on the national 
network. 

No wonder the Prime Minister refus¬ 
ed to accommodate any of the three for¬ 
mer CMs in the Cabinet expansion that 
followed. However, on the eve of the 
expansion, Sushma made it clear that 
she wanted her portfolios back. When 
she was asked which of the two seats she 
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would rclmgtiislv Assembly or parlia- 
meiUaiy. she took her party leaders by 
surprise w'hcn she s.iid that she opted for 
the latter. The way she saw things, Delhi 
was already lost to the BiP bclorc she 
took ovei as chief minister, so why 
should she do penance for .something 
that was not her fault. 

However, the .sangli partvar did not 
see things that way. 

But now, by opting out of the lime¬ 
light and oficring to do penance, she is 


last icgamiiig lost ground l or one, she 
has woimcd her way back into Advam’s 
good books (Initially Adcani did not 
approve ol the way she handled her 
defeat at the Delhi .Assembly polls and 
laiei when she sulked just because she 
was denied hei Cabinet portfolios ) 

And ol late, her eiedentials as a state 
leader have taken a beating — both in 
Delhi alter she look on Khurana and in 
Haryana when the party broke off the 
alliance with the Haiyana Vikas Party. 



By opting out of the limelight and offering to do 
penance, Sushma Swaraj is fast regaining lost 
ground. She has wormed her way back into 
Advani’s good books 
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(Su.stimii's hu<<bund Swaiaj Kaushal 
holds a Rajya Sabha ticket from the 
HVP and she has a gmid equation with 
Bansi La!. Unfortunately, she does not 
share the same rapiJorl with Om Prakash 
Chautala. The Indian National Lok Dal 
leader prefers Khuiaiia.) 

Howcvei, this is but a temporary set¬ 
back for someone with Sushina’s skills 
she IS intelligent, she is articulate and 
has Advaiii on hci side. As any BJP wor¬ 
ker will tell you, that’s a winning combi¬ 
nation. And Sushma is ambitious 
enough to make it work. I 


when the party received a drubbing in 
Rajasthan. Govindacharya was asked to 
explain. 

Rajasthan was followed by Bihar. 
The stale leaders revolted again.st the 
imfKisilion oi Govindacharya's leader¬ 
ship from Delhi and he was asked to 
keep away from the state. A chastened 
Govindacharya returned to the capital 
where he said he would keep off party 
matters and stick to ideology. 

But his stint in the wilderness did not 
last long Soon, he was rehabilitated to 
solve the crisis in Uttar Pradesh. And he 







sing from his little room at the party 
headquarteis. And if it hurts that the man 
he is trying to sell to the public is the 
very same person he had dismissed as a 
mukhauta some time ago, he is mature 
. enough not to show it — in public at 
least. Instead, he is content to consolida¬ 
te his hold over the organisation. 

For, he has realised that the compul¬ 
sions of coalition politics arc such that 
he would have to pul his own ideology 
on the back burner for a while. He was 
against the opening up of the insurance 
sector, for instance. But there was little 
he could do at the BJP national execu¬ 
tive in January this year, when (he Prime 
Minister had his way. 

In fact, Govindacharya has more oft¬ 
en than not, appeared on television and 
defended the . government’s point of 
view (these arc not necessarily his own 
views). For instance, at the BJP execu¬ 
tive in Goa, it was he who biiefed the 
press about the government’s economic 
policies — which did not quite coincide 
with the S Gurumurthy school of 
thought 

But the articulate general secrctaiy 
has one advantage over his peers both 
Sushma Swaraj and Pramod Mahajan 
have angered the parirar because ol 
their pcisonal political ambitions. 
Govindacharya has made it clear that the 
only post he is iiilcresled in, lies within 
the party 


K. N. Govindachaiya 

Party ideologue and think-tank, Govin- 
dacharva also has the sanfifi panvar\ 
equivalent of nobility on his side: he has 
no interest in electoral politics. Which ol 
course, does not mean that he lacks ambi¬ 
tion Only, III his case, his ambition docs 
not extend to Race Course Road, but is 
restricted to the headquarters at Keshav 
Kunj 

While Govindacharya is another of 

L. K. Advani’s proteges, and hence desti¬ 
ned for greatness, he suffered a setback 
when his hetf naitv Kushabhau Thakre 
became party president. And Thakre did 
his best to cclip.se Govindacharya 

During the Assembly elections, he 
packedGovmdacharyaolf to Rajasthan 
— a state that the party was sure to lose, 
and told him to keep off Madhya 
Pradesh (at that time the BJP thought it 
would topple Digvijay Singh). And 


As part of the party’s 
campaign committee, 
Govindacharya is doing 
something that comes 
naturally to him: 
strategising from his 
little room at the party 
headquarters 


succeeded in curtailing the rebellion 
against Kalyan Singh. A triumphant 
Govindacharya returned to Delhi, his 
self-depiecatory smile back in place. 

As part of the party’s campaign com¬ 
mittee. Govindachaiya is doing someth¬ 
ing that comes naturally to him; strategi- 


Pramod Mahajan 

Last fortnight, there was an informal 
meeting of the Congress think-tank. 
First they spoke about Kargil and the 
intelligence failure on behalf of the 
govcniinerit. Then there was much ci itic- 
ism about the ban on PTV. After which 
the talk moved on to the government's 
monopoly over the Doordarshan news 
bulletins. "Hven we were never like 
this," swore a working committee 
membci 

Interestingly, the blame for two out of 
the three points that were raised at this 
meeting lies squarely at Pramod Maha- 
jan's door But he is not apologetic 
about it The information and broadcast¬ 
ing ministei has even written an editori¬ 
al in a national daily defending his stand 
with a jingoism that would go down well 
with the RSS. And .so what if the secular 
elite has an objection? That’s not Maha¬ 
jan’s constituency in the finst place The 
RSS. however, is. He knows that he has 
to shore up his image with those who 
matter in the sangh pariviir. 
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That’s easier said than done Unlike 
the rigid and austere leaders at Keshav 
Kunj, Mahajan loves the limelight. He 
enjoys his role as the spokesman for the 
Cabinet: he delights in addressing the 
press in his brand new achkan. In fact, 
Mahajan has turned the simple exercise 
of a press briefing into an art. 

Currently his stock is high. The situa¬ 
tion in Maharashtra has worked to his 
advantage. With Sharad Pawar's revolt, 
the BJP-Sena alliance is in a position to 
consolidate its hold over Maharashtra, 
while barely two months ago. most had 
written off the alliance. And, when that 
happens, Mahajan will reap the reward. 

But things have not always been so 
good. Last year, when he lust his seat at 
the Lok Sabha polls, he returned to 
Delhi friendless and jobless He had suc¬ 
cessfully antagonised his former mentor 
Advani. But the party did not have an 
outright majonty in the House. And 
Mahajan’s particulai brand of talent was 
needed to add up the numbers 

After the government was in place, 
Atal Behari Vajpayee decided to make 
Mahajan’s ptrsition as the party’s 
troubleshooter into an official one; he 
was appointed political adviser to the 
Prime Minister. In this position, he 
enjoyed both patronage and power. 

As l&B minister, Mahajan has ensur¬ 
ed that he stays in the limelight. If he is 
not addressing a press briefing, then he 
is either inaugurating a new channel 
(anyone remember the sports channel ’) 
or else giving cricket commentary. 

The party puts up with his pranks 
because he also serves a useful purpu.se: 
as a strategist and as someone who is arti¬ 
culate enough to get the message across 
to the people. What has also helped is 
that he has risen from the ranks. He may 
be flamboyant but he doesn’t stray too j 
far from party ideology. In the long run. 
it is this that matters. And not how many 
new channels he can gift to the party on 
Independence Day. 

Mahajan’s greatest asset in the party 
is that there is actually a group in the BJP 
which considers him its leader. The 
downside of this is that everyone notices 
this and these people are seen as Maha¬ 
jan s ginger group to further his career 
prospects. To say that Mahajan is a carro- 
rist is too harsh a judgement. But certain¬ 
ly he has his sights fixed on the top job: 
and there are others who believe he has 
the qualifications to secure it, when the 
chance comes. • 


Pnmod Mahaisn: ivts his massage across 
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The Pakistani 
withdrawal in 
Kashmir unifies the 
sangh parivar 


allies arc normally inseris 
m a war. Impoilant sidc- 
stories that also have the 
potential to become weigh¬ 
ty milestones. But at bc^, a 
battle won is just a small step in the war 
at hand. That, at least, is what conventio¬ 
nal warfare and the Queen s flnglish 
tell us. 

For all the sleepless nights ovci the 
battles in Kargil, Dras and Batalik sec¬ 
tors they might have undergone, senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party (B/P) leaders are 
far from a tirerl lot. In tact, it the mood in 
the party is any indication, this time the 
leadership is more assured than their 
representatives in the government weie 
when the conflict first biokc out in May. 

There is no denying that foi the BJP 
the Pakistani withdrawal on the bal- 
tlefront could not have come at a better 
time Yet, there is an element of 
uncertainly on whether the party will be 
able to pull it all together. The stakes are 
undoubtedly high; probably h>r some, it 
IS even higher than the conflict with 
Pakistan. Because at stake is not just one 
electoral victory. Rather, the icsulls 
would go a long way in resolving the 
majoi ‘fault line’ in Ihf wn^hparivat. 

When the Vajpayee government 
assumed olTice m March last yeai, the 
executive was .seen as just an extension 
of the Nagpur .secretariat that functioned 
either from Keshav Kunj in the capital 
or from the party headquarters at 
Ashoka Road. At most, it could also 
occasionally lunction from the North 
Block but not w'lthout some invitees 
from the other two offices. Those in the 
government came to the party office to 
attend meetings — if at all they came. 

That has changed dramatically. 
Today, the members of the all-powerful 
Central Klcction Committee, consisting 
of the powerful apparitchik, have little 
problem m heading for the PMO at 7, 
Race Course Road. They are also not 
apologetic m explaining that ".security is 
a problem w'ith the Prime Minister". 

Party leaders are also not bashful in 
declaring that Atal Behari Vajpayee is 

Atal Baharl V^lpayM: •nMqpng 
as Mm niMcot 
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the most impoilani mascot m the party’s 
campaign. State, as much as the party, 
shall not make an "issue out of Kargil" 
— there is no escaping that. If that is the 
^.,ise, then the BJP has little option but to 
pioject Vajpayee as the man of the hour. 
.A-Ccoriling to party general secretary M. 
Venkaiah Naidu. "He is the most import¬ 
ant and capable man in India today and 
we shall spare no efforts to cantpaign 
about this" 

T he script, however, has not rolled to 
perfection. There is little doubt that 
the re.solution of the conflict has caught 
the ptirty leadership by surprise. It has 
rellectcd the second mistake ol the BJP 
leadership in gauging Pakist.'ini respon¬ 
se The lirst time, they had espected the 
neighbouring country to get shell¬ 
shocked by the luicleai explosions. This 
ime. they expected anothei act ol bra- 
^.ido tioin Nawaz .Sharif. Though 
(.aught oft guard, the leadeiship has 
been caieful in lelraimng from noisy 
(.elebralioiis like ii did in May last year 
Though BJP souices assert that the 
has been active throughout 
the Kargil episode and cite numerous 
camps, meetings and (.ampaign tiails to 
buttress then claims, the aITtrmalion 
runs thill, given the impression that the 
piity IS starting lot m scialch once again 
'll's natuial thai ue h.ive lo reorient our 
stiaiegy as matiers have iindeigonc a tre¬ 
mendous change sinee the fall of the 
goveinnieni,’' points out a senior BJP 

I le.iilei. 

;; But the Vaipayee camp vs'ould argue 
Diat little lias ehanged .Mtcrall. despite 
j'loblerns" with him. there was no 
option for the hardliners within the 
.smig/i iHinviir bin tti project Vajpayee as 
the main maseol The confliel with Paki¬ 
stan has only made the issue shaiper 
than bel'orc and clo.sed the door on what¬ 
ever option the hardliners might have 
I had. In fuel, while the debate in political 
circles might be laging for a while on 
who has gamed more, one issue that has 
been decided is the battle within the 
'•'(High panvciT Phe one person who has 
gamed the mt'st is Vajpayte It is evi¬ 
dent that this mascot is no mask for now 
But having resolved its inner dilem¬ 
ma, this is where the sangh panvar now 
(ii cparcs to close its ranks and launch the 
next assault. Knowing that Vajpayee on 
h^'- own simply has neither the organisa¬ 
tional steel nor style, the R.S.S has to 
launch an all-out offensive to grab what¬ 
ever it can True, the organisation 
expects little leeway in the event of the 
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BJP getting anothci ch.incc to lead ano¬ 
ther coaliton But, It obviously believes 
m the pioverbial theory that a bird in 
hand is better. 

O vei the nexi few weeks, the BJP 
leadership will have to decide vvhe- 
thci to project Vajpayee and hi.s ability 
as the sole election issue or to enter the 


The Pakistani withdrawal 
could not have come at a 
better time for the BJP. At 
stake is not just one 
electoral victory. Rather, 
the results would go a 
long way in resolving the 
major 'fault line’ in the 
sangh parivar 


electoral fray with a number of issues of 
which Vajpayee is an imporiam one 
This is of vital importance as Icadcis 
argue that it the i.s,suc is decided in Vaj¬ 
payee's favour, traditional questions 
like candidate .selection and caste cqua 
tions are not going to be of so much rele¬ 
vance. "We have to decide whether wc 
are going to try for a wave situation or 
not," says a party leader. 

Of paramount imiroilance would be 
the feedback from the constituency- 
level conferences that the BJP has been 
holding tor some weeks now. The most 
significant directive issued to state units 
during the party deliberations in the 
aftermath of the resolution of the con¬ 
flict with Pakistan is that these conferen¬ 
ces must not only be wound up by the 
fir.st week of August, but disliict-lcvcl 
leaders should also send in detailed 
reports reflecting the mood of the 
constituency 

Between now and early August, when 
the Election Commission is likely to 
have finalised the electioneering schedu 
le. the party apparatus has several things 
on hand. The parts knows that chansma, 
howcvci big. cannot drive a campaign. 
Which is why old batlle-hand L.K 
Advani is at the helm of affairs in the cen¬ 
tral campaign committee that has drawn 
several talented leaders like Arun Jaitiev 
who had been at odds with the leader¬ 
ship for quite a while. 

On his part, neither Vajpayee nor any 
of his camp followers are going to med¬ 
dle much while formulating the nitty- 
gntty of the campaign. Uneasy though 
the past might have been, there is greater 
understanding of each other’s strengths 
than before and this is reflected even in 
personal initiatives of senioi RSS 
leaders who are quick to chasten the 
cadre for any cnticism levelled at 
Vajpayee. 

When the BJP-led coalition was 
defeated in Parliament, the party was 
stunned into silence. Thai silence broke 
only when the big guns started booming 
in Kargil. Now, as the party prepares for 
one of the most decisive electoral bat¬ 
tles, it is evident that it is going to spare 
no big guns in its attempt. The me.s.sage 
from the party headquarters is that this is 
no time for taking pot shots at each 
other. Says a BJP source: "We know that 
if there arc problems within, then wc 
will end up defeating ourselves. Other 
issues can be sorted out later." It matters 
little that by then it might be too late. • 
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No Minor 

Matter 

The NCM wants 100 Lok Sahha seats reserved 
for minorities 

A & political parties prepare to seems to remember the Constitutio 
gear themselves up for the only when there is talk o) niinont 
Lok Sahha elections, rights," he says 
they’ve been thrown into a The NCM’s demand foi icserxaiiu 
tizzy by an unexpected coincides with similar demands Iroi 


A s political parties prepare to 
gear themselves up for the 
Lok Sahha elections, 
they’ve been thrown into a 
tizzy by an unexpected 
demand from unexpected quarters The 
National Commission for Minorities 
(NCM) has sought rcseivation o( 100 
Lok Sabha seats for minorities. The argu¬ 
ment is that minorities — Muslims, 
Chri.stians and other rclt^’ious communi¬ 
ties — are under-represented in Parlia¬ 
ment and state Assemblies and that the 
seats held by them should be proportion¬ 
al to their population. 

The two mainstream political parties, 
the Congress and the BJP, have rejected 
the commission’s move outright. NCM 
chairman Dr Tahir Mahmood considers 
this an insult to the commission "The 
commission is a quasi-judicial statutory 
body. It does not need lessons in the Con- 


seenis to remember the Constitution 
only when there is talk o) niinonty 
rights," he says 

The NCM’s demand foi icscrxaiiun 
coincides with similar demands Irom 
political groups representing minorities 
in several parts of the country. In 
Andhra Pradesh, the Muslim Kepiesen- 
tation Movement (MRM) has demand 
cd 15 [x;r cent rc.scrvation for Muslims 
in legislative bodies including the l.ok 
•Sabha. In the north, in UP, the Meerut 
based Muslim Jagrukla Forum, launch¬ 
ed by one Shaheen Parvez, has also voit 
ed a similar demand. And at the apex, 
the four Muslim panics — the .lainaat 
e-lslami Hind, the Jamate-c-Uleirui 
Hind, the Milli Council and tlic Ma|lis- 
e-Mushawarat, including the expelled 
leaders ol the National Conlerenec, like 
Prof. Saifuddin Soz — ha\c picpared a 
document on the problems of Muslims 
In this they support the NCM's deiiuuid 



stitution from the Congress which] In this they support the NCM's dei 

Tahir Mahmood’s recomiiMiidation has surprised even Muslim groups who are not 
sure if their community is ready fora measure as radical as this 



As thes say. 'We vsant pisl represenla 
lion aeeoidmg to the minonlie'' pnipoi- 
iion to the loi.il pojiul, 11)011 Theie are 2‘-i 
menibtis in llu- l.ok S.ihli.i wheieas, in 
propoilioii lo iheii pDpul.ilion. then, 
i lUimhei should be M " 

I It IS ,1 tai 1 ih.il Musinn re|iresenta(ion 
III the Lok .Sabha has not ciossed the 5(1 
mark In the Insi l.ok Sabha then niirii- 
bci w'as V). Ill lilt soeoiul il was 24 And 
111 the Iasi 1 ok Sabh.t ilieie weie just 2b 
Muslim MPs KepieseiUatiori oi othei 
minorities is so negligible that il doe.sn’i 
count. 

The question of Muslim representa¬ 
tion IS diicetly linked lo then sociocultu¬ 
ral tittiiudcs and the leadci ship at the low 
c.st levels Mthougli the Muslim iiitelh 
gentsia iseonieni to demand constitutio¬ 
nal amendments to ensure the nuiubers, 

It has not meaitinglully addressed itself 
to issues of religious rctorin and cduca 
tion, the leal problems before the 
community. 

This IS exactly what the British capi¬ 
talised on in 1909. The .Siml: Depute 
turn, consisting of .L5 leuda) and eliic 
Muslims, took a icprcsentation to Lord 
Minto seeking reservation Although 












was then headed by M.H. Bcp, sought to 
abolish the NCM and replace it with a 
‘National Integration cum Human 
Rights Commission’ with various sub¬ 
committees including one on the pro¬ 
blems of the minorities. 

The Beg Report also said: "Setting up 
a Human Rights Commission would 
avoid competition between political par¬ 
ties in an attempt to expose or champion 
the cause of minorities, whether reasona¬ 
ble or unreasonable, for catching their 
votes. Such competition certainly tend¬ 
ed to increase divisivcness in the nation 
rather than promote national interest." 

Till Its 12th annual report, this was 
pan of the commission's stand It was 
withdrawn in 19% and in 1992. P.V. 
Narasimha Rao gave it statutor)' statiis. 

Forty districts in the countrs have 
been declared minority districts (1.1 m 
UP, eight in West Bengal, five m 
Kerala). The real minonty in the 
country, if the concept is applied pro¬ 
perly, are the Parsis They arc 0 1 pei 
cent of India's population But in terms 
of their ratio to the population, it makes 
their influence negligible. 

The Muslims are more than 90 per 
cent in eight districts and in five thes arc 
50 to 70 per cent. In 29 districts they 
fonn 20 to 49 per cent of the population 
But there are some significant facts 


It’s a fact that Mini&ii r^ireseiitation in the LokSaUia 
has not crossed the SO iiimIl In the fint Uk 
their number vros 30. In the second R was 24. And in 
the last Uk Sahha there nm just 20 Miidhn MPs 


these mdis uluals had a standing in their 
communiiy, they had no mass base. So 
no one took them seriously except 
Minto, who conceded their demand as 
- 'genuine' and. as a result, intioduced 
communal repre.sentation in the Act of 
1909, 

Tahir Mahniood’s recommendation 
has siiipiised even Muslim groups who 
are not sure il their community is ready 
for something as radical as this measure. 
The Indian Union Muslim League 
(JUML) has supported the NCM. But 
other groups arc a little wary of the 
suggestion, 

W hat do Muslims in India really feel 
about the suggestion that they 
should have constituencies which 
should send only Muslims to the Lok 
Sabha? Many feel it is a spurious debate 
and IS just another way of acknowledg¬ 
ing the 'two-nation' theory. 

The theory, which provided the ideo¬ 
logical and theoretical underpinnings 
■lor the Partition and the creation of 
Pakistan, argued that Hindus and 
Muslims form separate cultures and civi¬ 
lisations. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s 


'Game of Dice' theory argued that 
"Muslims would come under Hindu 
domination because of their fewer num¬ 
bers. It would be like a game of dice in 
which one man had foui dice and the 
other, one," 

It is hard to see how the NCM s argu¬ 
ment is different from this one. And also 
how far it has come from the original pur¬ 
pose for which it was set up. It was first 
constituted in 1978 by the Janata Party 
government for the 'welfare of the 
minorities'. 

However, when voices of dissent 
arose from within the government of the 
day itself questioning the rationale 
behind the constitution of a separate 
body for the minorities, there was a 
rethinking on the role of the NCM. The 
fourth report of the commission, which 


about the growth and development ol 
Muslim society. The rate of growth of a 
middle class ts slow. Whether this is 
accompanied by a progressive impove¬ 
rishment of the poor is not clear. There is 
insufficient data about their socio¬ 
economic conditions. The drop-out rate 
in education is high Among all the 
ulema-run institutions, madrasa<!, i.e. 
schools for children, dominate. 

Tahir Mahmood's suggestions have 
not found favour with non-BJP political 
parties for obvious reasons- you can do 
minority vote-bank politics only if you 
keep Muslims encumbered by the 
weight of their own backwardness. 
However, it is a suggestion which calls 
for a debate on policies towards the 
minorities. • 
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POWER PUY 


_ RAJIV SHUKLA _ 

Going competitive 1 

Doordarshan 's hourly news channel is a step in the right direction 



Pramod Mahajan’s team has taken a bold initiative to 
launch a news channel in a short time, if DD officials work j 

sincerely they can produce real national news giving '1 
coverage to all the states I 


It is good that the 
Prasar Bharati has 
decided to launch a 
news channel 
which will give 
hourly news and 
current affairs pro- 
granunes for Door¬ 
darshan viewers. 
This channel is 
being launched to give a competition to 
satellite news channels as this one is also 
going to be on satellite PAS 4 and cable 
operators will be told to include it in 
their package 

According to plans, news will be pro¬ 
duced by Doordarshan staffers who 
were sitting without wtirk for the last 
three years. In fact, certain private produ¬ 
cers had taken advantage of DD's .set¬ 
up, network and hardware to produce 
special programmes. Now, the Prasar 
Bharati will give all these facilities to Us 
staff members to produce news. 

It will definitely be the most challeng¬ 
ing task I'oi Doordarshan officials as 
there is tremendous competition m the 
area of news. There are certain disadvan¬ 
tages with DD. For example, the credibi¬ 
lity of DD news in the past has been low 
as it is considered to be the govern¬ 
ment’s mouthpiei;e. The new channel 
will have to creaie a balance in the treat¬ 
ment ol news. .Secondly, the DD staff 
will have to work like private producers 

People like Prannoy Roy have proved 
that producing news is not an easy task. 
Their coverage of Kargil is an eye- 
opener for all news producers. The w ay 
Roy's correspondents risked their lives 
IS commendable Doordarshan also will 
have to match its news quality with the 
STAR News. 

Though several news producers arc 
making national news, it is completely 
Delhi-centric and full of political ftmta- 
ge. There is no hard work into it. When 
24-hnurs news is available, why should 
people watch single-bulletin news”^ 

Actually the team of Pramod Maha- 
jan. Piyush Mankad and Rajiv Ratan 
Shah has taken a bold step to launch a 
news channel in such a short time. If DD 
officials work sincerely, they can produ¬ 


ce real national news giving coverage to 
all the states instead of filling it purely 
from Delhi showing politicians’ spee¬ 
ches, seminars, inaugurations and press 
conferences. 

This team is also trying to revamp DD 
Metro by improving its programme 
quality. There was a time when getting a 
slot on DD 2 was difficult. Later, when 
telecast fee was increased unrealistical¬ 
ly, most of the gtxrd producers ran away 
and the quality of programmes went 
down. Now slots on DD 2 are easily avai¬ 
lable. DD 2 can still attract many a vie¬ 
wer if it is converted into an entertain¬ 
ment channel with 20 per cent program¬ 
mes on current affairs. 

The Prasar Bharati has already launch¬ 
ed a sports charmel which is a step in the 
right direction. Today sports coverage 


has got maximum money and if DD runs 
a quality sports channel, it can make a . 
lot of money to feed its other channels. 

There is also a plan to launch an elite j 
channel of Doordarshan. Here 1 would ! 
like to warn Mahajan, Mankad and j 
Shah. If this exercise is also going to be | 
like DD in which a number of pseudo- | 
intellectuals were involved, then it will 
akso meet the same fate as DD 3. People 
want to watch both Shah Rukh Khan and 
Amjad Ali Khan and not only Amjad Ali. 

Now the CEO of Prasar Bharati will 
have to ensure that DD’s reception 
improve considerably. Enough pressure 
should be mounted on cable operators to 
take DD signals also through the satel* 
lite dish. It is good that Shah has written 
to all district magistrates to pressurise 
cable operators. • 

-tOHbXV -j4Juy 













All of Reddy’s men 

Rival factions of the Andhra Pradesh Congress clash again 


W ell, well, well, it’s the ‘sticks 
and stones will break my 
bones’ time again. And .soda 
bottles too — a favourite missile with 
Andhra Pradesh Congressmen. Though 
dates for Assembly elections in the state 
have not been declared as yet, it’s wide¬ 
ly believed that they’ll be held along 
with the Lok Sabha polls starting 4 Sep¬ 
tember. So the jostling has begun, figura¬ 
tively and figure-ati\c\y, so to speak. 
With a very loud and gala opening at Jag- 
gaiahpeton lOJuly. 

' It started right in the morning. APCC 
/|) president Y.S. Rajasckhar Reddy was 
scheduled to address a public meeting at 
various places in the Jaggaiahpet Assem¬ 
bly constituency and IcKal Congressm¬ 
en were preparing for his arrival. 
Except, as is the wont with the Con¬ 
gress, there were two rival contenders 
for the party ticket — K. Seshagiri Rao 
and S. Udayabhanu who also happens to 
be the APCC secretary. Obviously, both 
i were de.spcrate to make an impression 
on YSR 

In the Congress Party, it works like 
this: tho.se who dominate in the setting 
of the stage for the public meeting, get to 
dominate the entire proceedings. So ine- 
■.j vitably, both Udayabhanu's men and 
^ Scshagin’s men wanted to carry the 
sticks and lay the tables and fill the glas¬ 
ses and the like. And equally inevitably, 
they clashed. 

Rather violently, as it happened. Soda 
bottles flew with abandon, cars were 
smashed, tables upturned, heads ba.shed 
and, at a certain stage, the proceedings 
became a little indiscriminate so that 
hapless villagers, caught at the wrong 
end of hand-launched missiles, ran for 
iheiriives 

So that b)' the time the APCC presi¬ 
dent’s convoy reached Jaggaiahpet cros¬ 
sroads (with Dronamraju Satyanaraya- 
na and P. Upendra who jumped from the 
TDP to the BJP and then to the Con¬ 
gress), he was greeted by Seshagiri 
Rao’s men holding their bleeding heads 
in their hands. 

Having heard their complaint, an enra¬ 
ged YSR ticked off K. Udayabhanu 
rather severely, told his men to behave 
and got the injured taken to the hospital. 
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Y.S. Ri4>a«iihar RttiMy (cMrira): can’t kaap Ms house In ardor 


It was also sadly clear to the APCC presi¬ 
dent that he couldn’t very well hold a 
public meeting among upturned furnitu¬ 
re and broken pieces of glass decorating 
grounds. So he decided to talk to this vot¬ 
ing public some other time and moved 
on to the next village for his scheduled 
address. 

Now it’s not always a good idea to tell 
Congressmen to behave They tend to 
react in exactly the opposite manner. 
Angry over the unjust admonition of 
their leader—after all both parties w'ere 
equally involved in the .squabble — 
Udayabhanu’s supporters followed 
YSR’s convoy, pelting stones on it. 
Things got a bit more serious at Chilla- 
kallu when some of them tried to snatch 
the 9 mm from Upendra’s bodyguard 
and stab him. He had to fire four rounds 
in the air to dispel the mob. By the time 
that episode of stone pelting etc., was 
over, two press photographers had join¬ 
ed the list of injured. 

Later, two separate groups — the 
Youth Congress and the Congress—cla¬ 


shed at Ibrahimpatnam over the garland¬ 
ing of late V. Mohan Ranga Rao’s sta¬ 
tue. Black humour there perhaps, since 
Ranga Rao, a violent Congressman him¬ 
self, had met a violent death. 

All in all. It was a memorable day for 
Rajasckhar Reddy. His own men at each 
other’s throats and a public spectacle of 
the dissensions in the Congress that’s 
intensifying as elections approach. 

The Telugu Desam Party is not gung 
ho, but It’s not on a very back wicket 
either. Chief minister Chandrababu 
Naidu has done well and has .serious 
hopes of a comeback — his main obsta¬ 
cle being a resurgent Congress. Reddy’s 
biggest problem is holding his men toge¬ 
ther. He has tried to stem such future 
exhibitions by suspending both squabbl¬ 
ing leaders from the Congress for six 
years—a very .stiff sentence indeed. 

Yet, that fear remains—w'ill Congres¬ 
smen stop fighting each other long 
enough to find time to fight the TDP*’ • 
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NEWSWATCH 


Toothless 



There is cm ur^efil need to make the Lokayukt 
more effective 


H ow docs the Lokayukt of 
Madhya Pradesh feel about 
his own office'^ It is a tooth¬ 
less tiger, points out Justice 
Faizanuodin, in the preface 
of the !6th report of Madhya ^adcsh 
Lokayukt Upalokayukt— 1997-98. In 
order to make the office more effective. 
Justice Faizanuddin says he wants more 
powcrtocurbcorruption. And ifthiscan- 
not be done, there is no point in keeping 
the institution alive. The root cause of 
corruption is the powerful nexus of 
politicians-bureaucrats and criminals, 
Faizanuddin says ruefully. 

In Madhya Pradesh, every year the 
Lokayukt is flooded with complaints 
against the elite community of IAS, IPS 
and IFS (Indian Forest Service) and the 
number of complaints are on the rise. 
Add to this the number of politicians. 
But the Lokayukt cannot initiate action 
against these reported offenders It can 
only recommend. In fact, irrespective of 
these recommendations, the sanction for 
prosecution of offenders is granted by 
the government. 

The fugures speak for themselves. 
Between 1 April, 1997 to 31 March, 
1998, the Lokayukt in Madhya Pradesh 
got as many as 36 complaints against 
ministers and the chief minister. The 
maximum number of complaints (61) 
were made against the elite IAS officers, 
followed by 23 each against IPS and IFS 
officers. Of the 36 cases of complaints 
against politicians, 17 were rejected 
while 19 were registered for further 
investigation. There were two cases 
where the Lokayukt sent its report to the 
govenimeni. 

Similarly, of the 61 cases of corrup¬ 
tion involving IAS officers, 38 were fil¬ 
ed after initial investigations while 23 
were registered for further probe. There 



were two cases where the Lokayukt sent 
its rejTort'to the government and in only 
one case did it ask for sanction for prose¬ 
cution. In case of IPS and IFS officers, 
15 and 14 cases respectively were filed 
after initial investigations while further 
probes were initiated against eight IPS 
and nine IFS officers. 

In the year 1997-98, the special police 
of Lokayukt investigated 516 cases. 
Most importantly, there were 188 cases 
where the Lokayukt had asked for sanc¬ 
tion to prosecute from the government. 
Sanction was granted in 142 cases of cor¬ 
ruption. By the end of the financial year, 
46 cases were still pending. 

"The number of cases where sanc¬ 
tions were granted may look more but 
the cases where sanction was not grant¬ 
ed were the most important ones includ¬ 
ing tho.se involving ministers and IAS 
Qovamor Bhal Mahavln not • moro 
nibboratamp 



officers," point out Lokayukt sources. 
And this has been one of the reasons ! 
why Justice Faizanuddin — who is a foi- 
mer Supreme Court judge -— feels 
frustrated. 

T here seems to be a difference of per 
ception .so far as the purview of 
Lokayukt is concerned IAS olficers 
feel that they don’t come under the msli 
tution. The IAS association in Madhya 
Pradesh has filed a petition in the High 
Court, dragging the government and the 
Lokayukt to the court. IAS officers con¬ 
tend that they belong to an all-India sei'vi- 
ce and are not governed by the state. 
Their terms and service conditions show 
that they are controlled by the central 
government while the institution of 
Lokayukt is established by the state. 

In its reply, the Lokayukt has pointed 
out that the IAS cadre does come under 
its purview. "They certainly come under 
the Act. We have explained all the legal^ 
and constitutional positions. They can¬ 
not be excluded," point out Lolayukt 
sources. The case is due to come up for 
hearing in the High Court. 
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Chief minister DigvUey Singh: shlehfing his bureaucrats? 


usually avoids the media. "Corruption 
has gone up during the last 50 years...It 
won’t be an exaggeration to say that for 
some people, sitting on high posts has 
become a profitable business," feels 
Fai/.anuddin. 

The Lokayukt report has raised a num¬ 
ber of disturbing que.stions. The report 
feels that it has now become necessary 
to ask as to why even after a decade and a 
half of its inception, the Lxikayukt has 
not been able to curb corruption? The 
reason, according to the report, is clear 
Finst of all, the Lokayukt and the 
Upalokayukt have no power to initiate 
action against a public servant even if 
charges of corruption are established. 
They can merely send their recommen¬ 
dation to the competent officer and it 
depends on the officer whether or not to 
initiate action. Which is why the work 
done by the Lokayukt docs not become 
effective 

Morcos’cr, even if the charges are pro 
ved duiing investigation under the 
Bhrashtachar Nivaran Adhiniyani. a 
case cannot be filed in court against the 
errant public servant without the gover- 
nment s permission and the govcniincnt 
sometimes uses its right to save the 
accused. 

A Lokayukt is u.sually a retired High 
Court judge or Supreme Court judge. If 
he finds a prima facie case of corruption 
against a public servant but the sanction 


There seems to be a difference of perception on the 
Lokayukt’s purview. IAS officers feel that the 
Lokayukt cannot pull them up. Lokayukt sources 
disagree. "They certainly come under the Act and 
cannot be excluded," they say 


In the middle of this dilfcring posi¬ 
tion v ha^ come a remark made by the 

? st.iic Bh.iiaiii.i Janata Paily piesidcnt 
N.tnd Kumai Sat who observed that a 
f.irge numhci of IAS otticeis were cor¬ 
rupt Sai has shot oti a letter to Union 
home minister L K Advaiu. lemiesling 
him to 'ineslipale the matter .‘kccording 
to Sat, "A large number ol IAS officers 
iti Madhya Pradesh ('wn land around 
almost all the big towns of the slate " 
Governor i>f Madhya Pradesh, Bhai 
Mahavii,' has reportedly gone through 
the.latest l.v'kayukt leporl. According to 
sources, he has agreed with certain 
poults raised by Justice Paizanuddin In 
tact, last year, the Governor had shown 
intcicsi on the issue of sanction foi prose¬ 
cution of some tainted ministers belong¬ 
ing to the Uigvijay Singh Cabinet. The 
Governor then had refused to act as a 
mere "rubber stamp", 

f Chief minister Digvijay Singh, 
however, feels that it is wrong to say that 
sanctions for prosecution were not 
given. In a letter to Justice Faizanuddin, 


the chief minister says: "But for some 
exceptional cases, sanctions for prosecu¬ 
tion is generally granted. Since the esta¬ 
blishment of Lokayukt till 1997-%, pro¬ 
secution was recommended in l,7b2 
cases; of the.se, sanction was granted in 
1,709 cases. There were 46 pending 
cases and in seven cases the government 
did not agree with the Lokayukt and 
sanction was not granted..." 

H ow docs Justice Faizanuddin feci 
about all these? Aflei his retirement 
from Supreme Court, he joined as the 
Lokayukt of Madhya Pradesh in March, 
1997. A soft-spoken man, Faizanuddin 


to prosecute is not given, the very pur- 
po.se behind setting up Lokayukt is 
defeated. There is a need to remove the 
inadequacies and the sooner they are 
done the hcllei. In fact, detailed propo¬ 
sals on the amendments to be made in 
the Lokayukt and I'palokayuki Act were 
sent to the authorities m October 1995. 
Needless to say, the matter remains in 
the cold storage till date. 

And even as status quo is mainlamed. 
the polilician-burcaucral-criminal 
nexus go about ripping off people. 
Therc seems to be no forum for 
redrcssal. • 
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PROFILE 


MAN OF THE 
MOMENT 

Kapil Dev has charisma, mass appeal and now, 
an issue 


I think everyone knows m lull happen¬ 
ed in the last month and a ludt Me and 
,\ia\ went to Sntuiftai and .s(/n a 
couple of ihinf-s we didn 't diite'^i too 
easily. 

L ast Ibrlnijrht. Kapil Dev and 
A)ay Jadcja did visit the 
jawans at the hospital in Sri- 
.nagai. When they reached 
Ithe hospital, both the nation¬ 
al icons felt a bit loolish. Mere they 
weic face to lace with the real heroes; 
and instead, the recuperating lawanv 
were treating the cricketers as demi¬ 
gods. "Ajay kept pushing me forward, j 
and I kept telling him. ‘No beta, it’s 
you they want to see You go first','' 
tecalls Dev Adding. "1 think both of 
us were scry nervous." 

After that encountci. Dev was a 
changed man Or at least his views on 
cricket had changed 

in Srinagar itself, he came out with 
his now infamous policy statement on 
cricket According to the formci Indi¬ 
an captain, while India was fighting 
Pakistan in Kargil the two ct'untries 
should not play cricket together. 

The Shiv Sena supremo, Hal 
Thackeray, was the first to welcome 
Dev's statement saying that this was 
j something he had been reiteiating all 
along While not many had agreed 
with I’hackeray. most Indians support¬ 
ed Dev's stand. 

A somewhat embarrassed Dev then 
had to explain why he had not endors¬ 
ed Thackeray’s stand when the Shiv 
Sena chief had made the same sugges¬ 
tion in November last year. "At that 
time there was no wai," was the best 
the formei cricketer could come up 
\sith 

Anothei fallout of Dev’s no cricket 
with Pakistan’ rhetoric was that the 
Sahara India Pariwar immediately can- 

2S 


celled the Sahaia C'upthat was schedu- 
letl loi .Syptcmbci this year (Inciden¬ 
tally. Dev is a diiector-workcr with the 
Sahara Group). 

Quick to cash m on the publicity, the 
group loped in Dev as its official 
spokesman to announce various Kai- 
gil Benefit schemes, such as the foot¬ 
ball match between cricketers and film 
stars LlnfoUunately foi the Pariwar. 
there were more questions about 
Dev's embargo on cricket with 
Pakistan, than there were queries 
about Sahara’s lole m the football 
match 

And poor Kapil soon realised ihe 
enormity of his icmark When he w as 
asked whether the Sahaia Cup could 
still be held, since the infiltiatvHs 
would probably withdraw by Septem¬ 
ber, he letorted thtit his was a spontane 
oils remark And that it was not his 
place to decide the cricketing policy of 
the country, since he was neithei a 
member of the cricket boarii, nor .1 
politician 

Rut this could change 

During the World Cup. it vvas Dev’s 
hete noire Sunil Gavaskar who mann¬ 
ed the mikes in lingland, while thi foi- 
mer Test bowlci sold refrigeuitois on 
the Itidian scieens during the commci- 
cidl breaks But, the minute he ictum 
ed from London, Dev went to Srinagar 
and suddenly he was on all the televi¬ 
sion channels 


What Htte issue links him 
withsonwmieiHceBal 
Thackeray. Oev is rni racard 
saying that ha rewwcts 
Thackeray 


And this lime it was not as a filler 
during the commercial breaks. Kapil ,, 
Dev became the event. His views were 
quoted liberally in all the morning 
papers; and during the evenings he was 
there, in the television studios, earnest¬ 
ly explaining his stand. 

Quick to .seize on the man of the 
moment, suddenly various political 
parties made a beeline for Kapil Dev; 
Lok Sabha tickets in hand 

Although he is still to come out with 
his future plans — for the time being 
he IS content to reiterate that his was 
not a political statement, but an emotio¬ 
nal reaction — his friends recall a time 
when Dev had shown an inclination to 
become a member of the Rajya Sabha 
Although both the BJP and the Con¬ 
gress would have been only too happy ^ 
to accommodate him, Dev appaiently 
preferred a nomination from the Picsi- 
dent's quota 

But now his popularity is at an all-ti¬ 
me high. Even Ajay Jadcja has had his 
share of offers. But, while Jadcja still 
has a cncketing carcei in front of him, 
Dev is in a position to take up a stint in 
politics And he w ill probably win his 
seat 

Aftei all, he has what it takes cha- 
lisma, mass apjieal and now. an issue 
(So what it the issue links him with 
someone like Bal Thackeray Dev is 
on record saying that he respects 
T’hackcray). 

But anyw'ay, it is m Dev's favoui 
that while most seculaiists scoffed at 
Thackeray when he si>okc against play 
mg cricket with Pakistan, the former 
cricketer’s plea has gone down well 
with the rank and file of the country. 
Which |ust goes to show that you don't 
have to merely say the right thing, you 
also have to choose the right time. And 
have the right image And in politics, a 
ciedible image can win you half the 
battle. 

Dev, however, has ralcd out joining 
politics. He says that he is not in this 
foi any personal gam. His effort to 
raise money for Kargil is not a cheap 
publicity gimmick, but a spontaneous 
reaction to the suffering and sacnfices 
of the soldiers at the front. In fact, he is 
quite categorical in stating that he does 
not want to talk about himself. 

He would rather talk about Kargil or 
else, the Sahara Pariwar’s efforts to 
contribute to the Army Welfare Fund. 
That, according to him. is the need of 
the moment, the rest can wait. • 

SUNDAY !SI» 
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"I hope this shows 
that Indians can be 
worid-beaters" 


Leander Paes on Wimbledon, the Tour, and life outside tennis 


INTEIIVIKWIOeYStllMnOAStttlf>TA/UM^^ * 

Scene ]: 3.12 pm, 4th July, Court No. I. Leander Paes 
.smashes an overhead between Paul Haarhuis and Jared 
Palmer. It’s 'Game, Set, Match and Championship’ to 
Mahesh Bhupathi and Leander Paes ’. 

Scene 2:8.46 pm, 4th July, Centre Court. Leander Paes 
serves an ace on match point versus Jonas BJorkman and 
Anna Koumikova. It’s ‘Game, Set, Match arid Champion¬ 
ship to Lisa Raymond and Leander Paes'. 

After one semi-final (mixed doubles) and two finals, 
after 323 minutes on court, after 91 gruelling games, Lean¬ 
der Paes had ensured that the last day of the last Wimble¬ 
don of the millennium would be rememberedfor the Ameri¬ 
can invasion (Pete Sampras and Lindsay Davenport), and 
an Indian revolution. 

"It's such a huge day, a history-making day for Lea, for 
Mahesh, and for Indian tennis. It's sensational. And I’m so 
proud of him," was the emotional response of Paes’s nor¬ 
mally hard as 'Nails' coach, Bob Carmaichel, a little later. 

A couple of hours after winning his second Wimbledon 
title in a day, and pocketing a thoroughly well-earned 


Uiidw Paas wMi Usa itawMild: "Om Of ny draam 
was ta play on Caatia Caart...tlila It Jart fantastte" 



265,600 pounds (186,420 for the men’s doubles and 
79,180 for the mixed doubles), an exhausted but elated 
Leander Paes sat down to have an exclusive chat with 
Sunday. Excerpts: 

Sunday: Congratulations! The longest and biggest 
day of your career? 

Leander Paes: (Smiles) Yah, mate, one of the longest two 
days! 1 have had three matches yesterday, three matches 
to^y and I’m pretty much dead beat. But it’s been a fun 
two weeks. One of my dreams was to play on Centre Court 
here and now I’ve done it twice in one day, which is just 
fantastic. 

Q: How would you describe the way you feel now? 

A: Jesus, it’s Just one of the best days of my life for sure. 
Frejus, which was something like this, long, very emotion¬ 
al Davis Cup matches over three days; the Olympics, 
which was such a dream come true for me, my family, and 
for the entire country; and today. These have been the three 
best...As a little boy one had dreams of being here, and 
now standing here...it’s a feeling of accomplishment. It's 
taken years and years of bloody hard work and pondering 
over decisions and where money will come from and this 
and diat... But when you’re there in the third set or fifth set, 
when your back’s hurting, or your hamstring’s giving you 
trouble, nothing else matters. It’s the mind that takes over. 
These last two days, it’s just been mind over matter. 

Q: The moment after winning the men’s doubles was 
obviously a special one.~ 

A: Exactly. After match point, we just looked at each other 
and paused, just looking at each other for a long time...It 
takes a lot of guts, you know, and hard work to win someth¬ 
ing like this. Especially when it’s not your favourite sur¬ 
face. I don’t think we both believed that we could win it at 
Wimbledon. Just having done that, overcoming the 
obstacles and hurdles to get here just shows such a tre¬ 
mendous belief in each o&er and ourselves. 

Q: WboMC the people whocome to mindatthisemotio- 
nal moment? 

A; Well obviously for me it’s my folks, my family, my girl- 
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friend and my coach, who are with me. And I saw Sir 
Naresh, my first Davis Cup captain, in tears today...he 
gave me my first break, he’s the one who put in the doubles 
against Japan, and today... 

Q: Does this change things, as a player and as a person? 
A: It doesn’t really change anything. It just makes me a 
more accomplished tennis player. I’m the same human 
being as I was before today. It just gives me a whole lot 
more confidence. I think it’ll change Mahesh a lot more 
than it would change ure as a tennis player. The amount of 
confidence that he’ll get from the month of tennis that 
we’ve played at the French and here, is just mind boggling. 
And that’s som^hing that I hope that he’s going to r^ise. 

Q: But this is an enormous step fwwurd in your desire 
to rule the doubles tour. 

A: Yes. Hut’s my goal, to dominate the doubles circuit. 
We are in a position to do it and we would be fools to throw 
it away just because of niggling {Htiblems. Off the court, 
there are influences diat are negative, that have to be kept 
away for our teimis, for our growth as a team, but mainly 
for our firioidship. But this is a big rejuvoiating point in 
our cma. These two wins, this numth, will help us a lot. 

Q: What impact do you think your win here shouid 
have on tennis in India? 


Nn a>d BiHqnthi with tiw WhabMoii trophy 

"This is a big rejuvenating point in our career. 
I believe in setting goals and achieving them. 
My goal is to dominate the doubles circuit. 
We are now in a position to do it and we would 
be fools to throw it away" 

A: This is the pinnacle of doubles on the international cir¬ 
cuit And tennis has grown a lot in India over the last few 
years. But I really hope that this is showing them that we 
can be world-beaters. Because we can be. 

In the last one-and-a-half years, there’s been a lot of 
anxiety in India,: ’Oh these guys are losing in semi-finals, 
Aey’re jinxed, do they have it in them’. Thai the Australi¬ 
an C^xm five-setter in the final showed us how close we 
could get. That was the turning point. Hien the French hap¬ 
pened, and the rest, as they say is history. 

Q: How do jrou look back now on the dedsion to team 
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"Mahesh’s big serve and good returns set me 
up to take over the forecourt, where my quick 
foot-speed, volleying and tactical strength 
help me dominate" 


up with Mah^h and effectively sacrifice your singles 
rankings? 

A; The first thing that one noticed then was that our techni¬ 
cal sides complement each other. Tlie fact that he has a big 
serve and good returns compensated for my lack of big ser¬ 
ves or my returns, and set me up to take over the forecourt. 
The fact that my quick foot speed, my volleying and my tac¬ 
tical strength compensated for his lack in those depart¬ 
ments. When you combine these two, it basically fits like 
hand in glove. And that’s what really is our strength. 

The other motivational factor was that we are both Indi¬ 
ans, we both speak the same language, we share the same 
cultures. And so we motivate each other to play hard. We 
are both not going to be playing great every day. The days 
I'm struggling he can pick me up and take the lead; and on 
the days that he's struggling 1 can pick him up and domina¬ 
te. That’s very important. 


I really had set out with a dream that we could be the first 
Indians to win Grand Slams and be number one. I really 
believed that we could. Not really many people believed in 
it. In fact, they deterred me, and told me that I was making 
a bad move, that I should be teaming up with someone in 
the top ten rather than someone who was ranked 390. But 
I’m a man of conviction and when I set my heart to do it, I 
know I’ll put in the hard work required to make it hiq>pen. 
In fact, I think the obstacles that we’ve been through have 
made us want it a lot more. We were hungry for it. We’ve 
just got to keep this hunger for the next three, four, five 
years. 

Q: In all Bie three Slam finals, you have exuded a quiet 
confidence. Even after the final points there has been 
no real display of emotion... 

A: I’m not sure how to put this because I don’t want it to 
come wrong, but I’ve b^n ready for what happened at the 
French for a year now. To a lot of other people it was 
‘wow’, a shock. Not for me. I’ve been ready for it. So, what 
these wins bring is a sense of happiness, that the hard work 
is paying off, and even more so a sense of so many more 
goals to achieve. More Grand Slams, more Davis Cup vic¬ 
tories, Olympic medals next year. To set goals and achieve 
them, that’s what 1 really believe in. 

Q: Will you be concentrating on doubles completely 
from now, or will you try and balance doubles and 
singles? 

A; It is a very tough balance. Now, doubles is obviously 
taking the front seat. Right now we are playing around 
28-30 weeks a year just of doubles. But the singles is a 
point of bother. There is a lot of anxiety over that. 1 still feel 
that I can be in the top 50, if not more. But there’s a lot 1 
need to do. First, I’ll have to sit down with my coach, and 
my Dad and put things into a package to try and balance sin¬ 
gles and double.s, to make sure that 1 keep doing well in my 
doubles and yet work my singles up. 

Q: How much special preparation goes in to handling 
the pressures of being favourites? 

A; That’s what my coach is fantastic with. ‘Nails’, Bob 
Carmaichel, is so good with his homework. That’s what 
makes me one of the best doubles players in the world. The 
fact that he gets me so well-prepared for matches. Say if 
we are playing on Centre Court, while our next-round 
opponents are playing on Court 16, he’ll be out there watch¬ 
ing them, before coming back to watch us. So by the night 
before, he has already got what their strengths are, what 
their weaknesses are, and what he thinks we should do. 

At this stage, it’s the preparation that is .so important. In 
professional sport, you’re not going to have too many 
opportunities. So you’ve got to be ready every single day. 
And that's what makes it so exhausting on the circuit. 
When you’ve won a match, it’s not over, it’s just a starting 
point for your next match. So it’s an ongoing, monotonous 
process. 

Q: Which doubles teams would you pick as your tough¬ 
est rivals? 

A: Now, every match is tough because all the teams try 
that extra bit to beat us...Though the Woodies are a bit on 
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CONVERSATION 


the decline, they’ve been the best at our game, apart from 
McEnroe and Fleming, and one can still learn a lot from 
watching them, especially on grass. We have a gtxid, heal¬ 
thy rivalry going with Leach/Fereira, and with Sandon 
Stolle. whoever he plays with. 

Q: Among the top-ranked singles players, who do you 
interact with the most? 

A: I’ve lived in Florida for about eight years now and I 
train at the same academy as Pete Sampras. So one shares 
a plea.sant, casual friendship with him where we practice 
together some times, we laugh and joke. He’s areal fabul¬ 
ous role model, a thorough gentleman, a fantastic tennis 
player, one of the all-time greatest 1 think. He is fun to prac¬ 
tice with and be around. One learns a lot from him. 

Apart from Pete, one shares a nice relationship with 
Agassi. He’s always fun. we often share a joke and a chat. 
His father is an Olympian like my father and so they were 


A; Yes, mate, I am ..Well, I would say the maturity in 
myself. Having travelled on the circuit for nine years now, 
1 know exactly what 1 have to do with my tennis. So it’s 
just a matter of motivating myself, which is the easy part. 

On a personal level, 1 have a girlfriend (Vicki Labbe) 
now who is very supportive of my profession and who has 
given up quite a lot to help me pursue it. She has a major in 
sciences. So she either wanted to be a dentist or go into busi¬ 
ness. The simple fact is that in this profession it’s very 
tough on a relationship as I’m travelling a lot. I’ve been 
through a long relationship, and as you know, it didn’t 
work out. So, Vicki had a big decision to make when she 
went home and spoke to her parents about it. I was very 
plea.santly happy that she chose to support me with my car¬ 
eer. It takes a lot of courage, a lot of maturity for someone 
to do that. And now it’s my responsibility to give back and 
support her the best as I can. And this is my way, making 
sure that I train as hard as I can and do everything that 1 can 



"My girlfriend 
(Vicki Labbe) is 
very supportive of 
my profession and 
she has given up 
quite a lot to help 
me pursue it. It’s 
my responsibility to 
do everything that I 
can to support her 
decision" 


talking a lot during the Olympics. And I believe they both 
think that we aie as crazy as each other. Jim (Courier) is 
more reserved than the other two. But he can be great tun, 
with his sudden spurts of energy, like he’s recorded an 
album where he has sung and played all the instruments as 
well .So he can be good fun. 

Q: The French, Queens, Rosmalen, Wimbledon, and 
now off to Newport. It must be really tough to keep fit? 

.4: Yes, it’s really tough. Playing singles and doubles, 
week in week out. puts lots of stress and demands on your 
body. For the last two years, I have been tiaselling 42 
weeks a year. I turned 26 a few weeks back, but the fact is 
that this ages you very fast. 

Q; At a personal level, you seem to be at peace with 
yourself. What are the contributing factors? 


daily to support the decision that she made. 

Also, with my earnings. 1 can have my lamily travel 
with me. Because 1 travel 42 weeks, one doesn’t get to go 
home to Calcutta that much, and hence one has to bring 
home to where 1 am. So sometimes my Dad. sometimes 
my girlfriend, sometimes both, are with me. So, on the 
circuit it’s my coach, my girlfriend or/and my Dad 

Q: You do follow other sports with quite a passion. Is 
that how you take a break from tennis? 

A: Yes. Every other sport Horse-riding, golf, soccer. Or 
watching the NBA, soccer or cricket. Anything but tennis. 
It’s my freedom away from this monotonous routine. 
V icki and I both love the ocean So I like to scuba dive suit., 

Q: So, is marriage on the cards? 

A: Maybe, maybe, but nothing in the next six months. • 
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OPIRIT OF PATRIOTISM 

Interesting contrasts Kargil has 
thrown up. There are some who 
blessedly unaffected went ahead carousing late 
into the night. Like the hip Delhi crowd Goanese 
pop singer Remo Fernandes had aswinging in the 



rain recently. Not all are like that. Certainly not 
the glamorous demigods of Bollywood and our 
music industry. On 4 July, a Sunday, Bombay 
rocked alive to a dance and musical extravaganza. 
The event, Ek Shaam Shahidon Ke Naam, was 
organised by Bal Thackeray’s daughter-in-law 
Smita Thackeray’s Mukti Foundation. Keeping 
in mind the war, Sunil Shetty re-enacted scenes 



from J.P. Dutt’s hit movie 
Border. Govinda did 
what he knows best: 
dance. The crowd 
responded and, at the end, 
the Rs 50 lakh collected 
was handed over by Smita 
Thackeray to Indira 
Kumar, president of the 
Army Wives Welfare 
Association for war 
widows of Kargil. In the 
capital. Coke's turbaned 
mascot Daler Mehndi was 
at the New Delhi railway 
station flagging off the 
jawans to the battle-front. 



Not many believe it, but 
patriotism still counts. 
Right? 


A HAIRY AFFAIR 

Shaven-headed film actresses aren’t a pretty sight. But sometimes hair becomes a hindrance. Details; 



Actress 


CMMtBfMMK Sizzled into 
stardom with Maachis, a 
Olm by Oulzar. At a more 
banal level, models for a 
shampoo brand—Lux. 
Her hair is her Unique 
Selling Point 

Cumal itataiB Victim. 
Will have to shave off her 
silken tresses if she is to 
act in Mehta’s film Water 
where she plays the part 
of a bald wonuui 


DEEPA MEHTA 
OccMMltoK Film director 


Ctatai to Imhk Fire, her 
film where two 
sisters-in-law find solace 
in a lesbian relationship. 
Succeeded in inflaming 
the heterosexual mortdity 
of Bal Thackeray’s thugs 

CnrraMtatobiK Aggressor. 
Says diere’s no questimi 
of acompromise. This 
isn’t a commercial film, 
you know. Bald means 
bald. Scalp wigs are out 



CONCLUSION: Times must be tough—an 
actress losing hair over water 


32 


SUNDAY 1B-24 July 1999 






















Rising career graph 



SHEETALMALHAR 


From pretty girl next door to 
the newest Indian face to 
endorse international beauty 
products. Now spokesmodel 
for May belline International, 
Malhar, who took Pans by 
storm some years ago, joins 
the exclusive club of 
international spokesmodels 
which includes Christy 
Turlington, Sarah Michelle 
Cellar and Tomiko Fraser. 
She’ll also feature in some of 
Maybelline’s adverti.sements 
alongside Chnsty. 



I. ALLAN SEALY 


Ascending arc of fortune for 
the Dehra Dun-based author 
whose first book. The 
Trotternmna, was literally 
run over when it came 
out by another more famous 
— S^man Rushdie’s The 
Satanic Verses. Trottemama 
now stages a comeback with 
a new cover designed by Itu 
Chaudhari. Its rebirth after 
11 years of oblivion, 
courtesy India Ink, was 
celebrated at a socialite 
evening. 


Compiled by ANANDA KAMAL SEN 


To SHAVE 
OR NOT TO 
SHAVE 

||||||||||H Resurrected 
after years 
of humiliating neglect: 
moustaches, for centuries 
the symbol of proud 
manhood. Things 
changed somewhat once 
irreverent twin-blades 
and safety razors came on 
the scene and girls looked 
more to clean-shaven 
men for partners. They 
have to thank 
actress-tumed-writer T«ra 
Oeriipande for the new interest. Deshpande is m^ng a ; 
documentary called The Great Indian Mooch. Two 
songs have dready been recorded on the subject which 
she describes as esoteric. "It’s not going to be a typical 
documentary but more of a docu-drama," she says. 
Whatever it is, more than the frills it’s the research work 
that has gone behind the subject which makes the whole 
exercise mind-boggling. She has been scouting in 
libraries for information and photographs on maharajas 
with long moustaches. So stop shaving guys, there’s at 
least one gorgeous woman you can impress. 



Its destiny 

Sonl Razdan, second wife of director Mahesh 'Maverick' Bhatt, 
is back to where she began. Inspired by the Hollywood hit, One 
Fine Day, she is producing her serial Aur Phir Ek Din which is 
being directed by Vinta Nanda. The scriptwriter is Raman 
Kumar. A thematic illustration: 



Rairian 


Razdan plays the female 
lead opposite Kiran Kumar. 
Both are single parents 
and eligible for another 
fling. Kindly fate has 
ensured that the path to 
their impending union is 
hassle free. Razdan has 
lost her husband (Dilip 
Dhawan). The guy, we are 
told, has been knocked off 
in a road accident. Kumar 
is separated from his wife 
(L W^ Dubpy). It's dicey, 
but two KOs would have 
looked suspicious. 


How do they meet'.^ No 
problem there: their 
children, who study in the 
same school, bring them 
together. The serial’s 
slated for a late-July 
release. 



Kumar 



Dhawan 
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ON THE LINE 


The story of riflemen Banta Singh, Bhim 
Bahadur, Buland Baksh and Balram Prasad 

THERE IS NO CLOCK regulating their life or routine No difference between 
night and day At times it is a seven-day week the year round, come rain, 
storm, snow, even earthquake. Smiling, uncomplaining and dutifully, they 
greet hardships. In the bivouac, bunker, barn or trench, knee-deep in mud and 
slush, these are Banta Singh, Bhim Bahadur, Buland Baksh, Balram Prasad, et 
al, your /miwiv foi all season. 

Working round the clock, his enduranceand tolerance at one le\’el and depri¬ 
vation and suffering at another, are amazing and unsurpassed. Something to 
celebrate and also woiry about. 

Banta Singh will put his life on the line for his own honour and that of the 
regiment, his unwavering line disappearing into the smoke and wrath of battle 
Up Tiger Hill, he’s guided by the Gita and the Army Act, not the labour, com¬ 
pany or industrial Acts. Traditions handed over by generations and thcii collec - 
live counsel have instilled in him, simply, good order, military discipline and 
obedience of orders 

Bhim Bahadur is on the recaptured heights of Tololing. Along with his 
machine gun. he has brought the qualities of loyalty, bravery and gaiety. Stand¬ 
ing atop Point 5140, he will introduce to you in Hindi, the iandmarks towards 
the Line of Control (LoC): "Samne dekh\ The general line of direction. 
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ly if a bachelor, BepJn Para of iioc^of the 

Crnrunandrnenis, tho^teon tiansistrv aodi^inl^ 

He loves Writing and recayingiettere from his'fa^}^, 'ffie brt-'; 
est awe is the free STD ca!ls 4 »-itesagcs lb his ^riiiagis Sr ■: 
home. ', 

Old soldiers recall bow in 1962 , tfhinese troqps, d^pitc 
being felled, wouldcomc swarming their.postsinseiqud 
attacks. A Pak .soldier in Batalik has described the onislaaght 
of Indian attacks similarly. Guru Govind Singh’s ".rowo klA 
sey e.k ladaun” rubbishes Zulfiqar AJi Bhutto’S bravado of one 
P^istani being equal to ten Indians. 
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COVER STORY 




He’s a lean, mean killing machine. He’s got to 

be looked after 


Is Kargil going to 
be a turning point 
iot the jawan oi 
the 21st century? 
As in the past, 
promises and 
commitments to 
respect and 
honour the/aum/r 
are being made 
with force and 
fervour. Will these 
words turn Into 
deeds? 



e Chief of Army Staff, Gen V.P. Malik, had no inkling how prophetic his 
decision would be to declare the last year of the millennium the Year of the 
Jawan. This dedication came at least 20 years too late. But thank heavens it 
came at all. Kargil is the jawan's last test of the century. He has fought and 
sacrificed in more wars in the 20th century than any other soldier in the 


world. 

Yet, this very jawan has been treated casually and ungenerously by his country. He 
is revered and respected much more by his erstwhile colonial masters than his present 
set of rulers. He has been taken for granted by too many, for too long. 

Is Kargil going to be a turning point for the jawan of the 21 st century? As in the past, 
promises and commitments to respect and honour the jawan are being made with force 
and fervour. Will the.se words turn into deeds? For the sake of this country and the 
jawan, they had better. 

More than 300 .soldiers have been killed and nearly twice that number wounded and 
missing. This is a staggeringly high figure in seven weeks of intense uphill, high- 
altitude combat. These casualties are the approximate equivalent of two years of proxy 
war throughout India which has claimed 4,000 casualties in the last ten years. 

The striking features of the Kargtl casualties are the phenomenally high ratios of kill¬ 
ed to wounded, officer to jawan and artillery to bullet hits. In the highest traditions of 
the army, assaults are officer-led. Nearly 70 per cent of all casualties are 
artillery-inflicted. 
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(Please tick one option only) 


I would like to pay Rs.684 for a 3 year subscription and get “Business @ The Speed of Thought'' 
by Bill Gates f RE £ (M.R.P. of book Rs 840/-) 

I would like to pay Rs. 684 tor a 3 year subscription and get “A Double Life” by Alyque Padamsee, 
“Business Maharajas” by Gita Piramal and “Dare to Dream - a Life of MS Oberoi” ! i'' 

(M.R.P. of books Rs 745/-) 
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Date of birth 


Month 
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Other_ 

Which field are you In? LI General Management LI Sales/Mktg./Advtg. LI Admin/Personnel 
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T for vyay 


PM’s address to the three service chiefs and the army 
commanders on 10 July, 1999 

"Operation Vijay has gi\ en great' Vijay' to the country. This is a historic moment 
for ail of us. It IS only befitting. Iherctorc, that in these few brief sentences that I 
share with you, my first tribute and homage i.s to those brave .soldiers and airmen of 
oiir eouiilry who fought, laid down their lives or were wounded, to achieve this 
Vijay. To them, the nation owes an everlasting debt of gratitude. 

"I take this t)ppoilunity to also, unstintingly. place on record the great apprecia¬ 
tion, indeed admiration, that our entire nation has today for the outstanding valour, 
deicrniination and military skill that has been demonstrated in Operation Vijay. Our 
brave military has achieved one sterling success after another in the.se operations." 



Since ins'?, la.iilv /i/uwi.v 

have gi\eii tiiLii il\'e^ loi tlic salelN and 
lioinmi ol liie naii'ui .Vlunv more have 
been disabled .iial ilieii tauiitics loll in 
Ihf luieli Tliey are lemembered and i ai 
ed loi mainly by iheii icgiinenls Rau i\. 
Millie teeblt noise'' .lie made by olheis 
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aboul Iheii disliess The Irnlli is ihey are 
lorgolien 

Weslein csi'eils \vtu> luive lullovved 
die m Hell ol the Indian Ai my are snrpi is 
ed lhal desjnie the p.-ipclnallv siresslnl 
and e.'isualty eansiu'; operalional envi 
lunme.il. llieie aie no real sirains and 


emeks III the sjsieni One of them e\'cn 
wondered wliy ihcre had iie\ei been a 
muliin The army has remained apoliti 
eal and tile /memo untaltermgly loyal 
Tbev are happy even when Ilicy gel so 
lillle after giving so miieh 

III the Fifth Pav Commission, ihc 













1 /(n\jii‘‘ vvIki tM\c li;Kk this couniiy its 
! Til- 1'1 .Iihi iuloliiig f fills won- .iclouU'cI 
I the ullii'i.iii’ iiidiy,:iity. hcinj- cqii.itnl 
I sMih uiiskillul laboui Then liSHI}: (.on 
j tliiKnis an- iiKU'Jibls unsatisfaitory 
TIicil IS a (IciKU'iK) 'll iicarl) Rs 
i lO.OOOdDu- III h'.nismj; alona Yet. they 
1 c'lu-i-ihilly liiilill a iiids! (lillic.iili (i|H'iii- 
j iKiiial r.iani,lat(.'y'u t ii In nihlici s ariv v- he 
II' It ha^ ba'ii h h i>' ilie arm,, establish 
iiieiit to innovate 'eiopii.tion like 
h.idire ol saeiiiiee Whv does u widow 
need a badjje oi a button ' It is time the 
liaison thoui-hi ab-iui llie ;mwm beyond 
Karyil 

harl;^ this ycai a poll was earned out 
I on wheie 16 diKeieiil piolessioiis stand 
1 in the iuibln 's peeking ordei. In the eate- 
I y-oiies ol the most rc'specied piolession 
I and the one deserv mj: bettei leeognition 
I and incentives, the armed I'oice.s enierg 
I edn^hiontop According to the ratiiiits, 
only doctors find a place above soldici s. 
j F'lliy years aftei Independence, a 
j public reverence poll was held in metros 
to nieastiie among dilfcrent prolessio- 
mils, tlie cjm'dities o! honesty, efficiency, 
braveis and contiibiition lo the nation 
; Aiiny ofliseis top on every count with 
j upwaids ol SO per cent rating. Both the 


The immediate upshot of 
the war is a package of 
welfare measures, the 
brainchild of defence 
minister George 
Fernandes,for the 
casualties in Kargil. A 
general in the welfare 
organisation of the army 
said: "This package has 
breached all bureaucratic 
fault'iines of the past" 


public and the polls it -.cems, arc tickle 
Orthal pioclamaiions jie noi being Iran 
slated into actions. 

Whal the /(tunvo really caie for is 
i~ai The goveiniiicril and the nation 
have denied them this riie most vivid 
cvample was the indigmis with which 
the Indian Pcacc-Kccpnig I'Oice was 
dcmductcd from .Sri Lanka. Hirst n was 
booled out Irom there and then called a 
Tamil Killing Force by the chief mini- 
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slei ol I'aniil Madu 

During the VJ and V'F eornmemora- 
tic'n week, India was the only country 
not to honour its soldiers' sacrifices in 
World Wat H Ol the 2.hO,(K)() /rmwr.i 
who fought that war, nciiiiy half 
(!()6,}<4,D weic killed and w'ouniteJ. 
Among all the Commonwe ;h 
counliies, it was Indians who "on the 
highest number of gallantry awaids Nei¬ 
ther sacrifice not gallantry w'as cmiime- 
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From lather to 


Foreign minister and former army officer Jaswant 
Singh writes to the Indian soldier 


DearSon, 

1 am so proud; also filled with reminiscences and nostalgia. Proud to see you in uniform 
answering the call. For that is just what it is: Soldiering is not just another job; it is a comniit- 
nienl and it is, in the ultimate, a call ing alone. Also it is for life; once a soldier always so. that 
IS why one lays down one's life for the calling. Also, this call of soldiering is not at someone 
else's beckoning, it is bom within. as an unstoppable urge, to reach beyond the self; to enno¬ 
ble life by giving it up in service of a cause; a cause that transcends, cleans us of dross, lifts 
us Irom the demeaning tris ia of routine. 

1 am reminiscent and filled with nostalgia because when 1 see you in uniform I go back in 
time, to my younger days when 1, too, had the honour of Commission and the right to wear 
tins uniform, indeed, many decades earlier, your grandfathet —my father— had also 
answ'cred the call, .^nd so, in that ascending older, generation beyond generation, we have 
always ,iiisw'cred tliis call. 

What aitvicc can 1 give y oil? Be true to your salt, to the calling of a Soldier which is syno¬ 
nymous with honour, 1 need hardly tell you that your safety and welfare can only be your 
hist piionty -- those of your compatriots or those lor whom you are responsible will, I 
know and am cimlldent, always take precedence; that is why the motto on the cap badge of 
ihe NIi.A I*, ‘Service Before Self 

What IS honour anti why do soldier'* [your colleaguesi so readily fight and die? Honour is 
K:ai but ir is also much more. For without a .senseof honour, what code of conduct can there 
pos\ibly he to guide us',' And in the absence of such a code, how can we traascend ourselves, 
or serve a* noble a cause as the nation’s good'.' 1 know that you know it is this inherent sense 
ot /,,(/'ihfU inspires all soldiers,(:;tiiofthenation,of tlic Array, your Unit, your own self 
- - that sense, is yoiii kulparumpara and kul maryada. Obseive both. 

T here is no nobler a calling than that of a soldier; also, there is no truer service of the 
nation than as a soldier. You have the honourtodo so today. I know you will do it well. But 
d< i It without enmity and. of course, without any sense of hatred, for your noble calling has 
no place in it for such base sentiments. I know these do not motivate you; the spring of your 
inspired calling ri.ses elsewhere—in pure nationalism. 

God go with you. 

Your loving Father, 



Be true to your 
totoecaffingoft 
Soidferwtiicbis 
qmonyuKHiswilJi 
iMKiW.lfieed 
hantty tell you that 
ymirsaf^and 
weltorecanoi^be 
your last priority— 
those of your 
compabtotsor 
those for whom you 
are responsible wM, 
Iknowandam 
confident, idways 
take iwecedence; 
fiiatlswtqrtoe 
motto on the cap 
badge of the NBA it 
‘Service Before 


tiioialect h was i)btuscat<’(i m jinhlics 
VW1-2()(K)' I .April 1000-, M March 
20(Kii has been lieeiced as the Year ot 
tliv l.iwan The purpose is to tangibly 
imjii'ove the qu.iiity o( lilo of ihe /rnivni 
eoiiccntraling on ihe service conditions, 
trainingaiul wellare.Thckey (oitus reju¬ 
venation IS the leiiewal of faith in the 
ItiwLiti thai the arm> and vouiUry care foi 
him. He is tlie culling edge of the fight 
mg machine. It is his inoiale, motivation 
and mihiary skills that have to be honed 
1 .) perform impossible missions m Dras 
and Batalik This is a job, not just foi the 


amiy. naw oi air lorce bu! foi the 
peoples and gos'ernments of India 

JUST AS TIGER IliU and Jiibai were 
the turning points m die Katgil wai, the 
unpreeedenled groundswcll of public 
anc government support lor the /trvemi 
fighting the war is the d.iwn of a new era 
m ci\il-militaiy relaoons m India This 
emotional upsurge, one hopes, is not ihe 
usu.d Hash m Ihe pan gcnc'iated by war 
After Dhaka, the jaw an is giving to 
the jountry. in less than .^0 ycais, die 
second decisive victory against 


Pakistan, this lime against much heavici 
odds When this wai started two months 
ago, no one believed il could be fini¬ 
shed, il at all, before winter Now it is 
ovei m less than 4f> days Prime Minister 
Aial Behan Vajpayee in his address to 
army commanders on 10 July, dechued 
vietoiy even before the withdrawal had 
started the ncxi day 

The ordinary signaller, sapper, gun¬ 
ner and rnfantecr. ably supported by 
othci jawtins. has won back Kargil for 
the eounii y 

During World Wat II, the Japanese 
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Kargil has changed the nation’s view of the iawan. He 
has been put on a pedestai. This victory of the jawan is 
a victory of the ordinary people of India who have given 
as never before their unflinching support to the soldier 


jugt:emiiut could not be halted by the 
Chinese, Koreans, Russians, Dutch, 
Americans, British, Australians or New 
Zealanders It was the Indian iaw<in w ho 
finally checked the Japanese advance at 
Kohima He was the mam pillar of the 
British empire and Pax BriUamca 

LIpto now. the war casualties and 
their Next of Ktn (NoK) were gi veti a bit¬ 
ter pill of compensation to swallow', 
'fhey w'cre lelt to lend for themselves 
and promises made by central and state 
governments, even private enterprises, 
on relief, rehabilitation and wellarc 
were seldom kept. The feeling among 
jawans was of being used and di.scarded. 

Kargil has changed the nation's view 
of the jaww. He has been put on the 
pedestal and hiuled by school kids, chiel 
ministers, film stars, cricketers, even the 
nuldiwalUihs The chief ministers’ mee¬ 
ting, convened last week by the Prime 
Minister, sent out a .strong message of 
support to the /(/n'fi/i on Jubar and Tiger 
Hill. They set up an eiglit-member panel 
with defence, linancc ami six chief inini- 
slcis to formulate a national policy on 


the welfare of jawans and ex- 
serviceriien on an institutionalised .iiuJ 
permanent basis Every sailor, airman, 
soldier and officer ol the three services 
IS to be assured of adequate relief, reset 
tiement ami in the case of the deceased, 
matching benefits for NoK 

The immediate upshot of the war is an 
incicdibly attractive package of welfare 
measures, the brainchild of defence 
minister George f-ernandes, for the 
casualties in Kargil. A general in the wel¬ 
fare organisation isf the army said' 
"Only Fernandes could have got us such 
a good package It has breached all 
bureaucratic fault-lines of the past." 

For the first time, Indian jowans 
would be entitled to compensation uplo 
Rs 5 lakh What is mo.st gratifying is the 
stated intention to provide necessary fin¬ 
ances for the rehabilitation of widows or 
NoK of battle casualties and the wound¬ 
ed of previous wars. .Service head¬ 
quarters have been asked to search as far 
back as the first Wiir in J&K in 1947. 

The Kargil welfare package will be 
supported by contributions made by 


ordinary people and organisations start¬ 
ing from 1 May 1999. to the National 
Defence Fund and Services Welfare 
Fund Its mam features are: 


Lifting of ceiling 

The ceiling of Rs 10 lakh on total com¬ 
pensation from ex-gratia grants of cen¬ 
tral and slate governments has been 
waived 

Benefits 

A war widow or NoK who would pre¬ 
viously have got a total sum of about Rs 
8 to 10 lakh will now gel anything bet¬ 
ween Rs 18 to 20 lakh. For an officer, 
this amount will go from Rs 18 to 
lakh. A liberalised pension scheme of 
the last salary drawn will now be entitl¬ 
ed to the decea.sed's NoK 

Disability 

At present, thcie is no compensation lot 
battle iniuries. Now, Rs lakh will be 
given for 100 per cent disability and pii> 
rata basis for lesser disability fhose 
invalided from .services will receive full 
cost of medical treatment and equip¬ 
ment in India orabioad 

Housing 

Rs .'i lakh pel family ol the deceased Kir 
buying a house or a piece of land ,\!i 
identical piovision tor those invalided 
trom service 

Children’s education 

Rs 2 lakh per family will lx; placed in fix¬ 
ed deposit by the government This 
money will be available later for 
marriage/re settlement 

THE KARGIL CAMPAIGN has come to 
an end mainly on terms set by the govern¬ 
ment: vacation of aggression without 
crossing the LoC. This victory of the 
lowan IS a victory of the ordinary people 
of India who have given as never before 
their unflinching support to the .soldier. 
The time is ripe to hasten implementa¬ 
tion of reforms pending for decades m 
order to rectify the glaring and growing 
deficiencies in the defence and national 
security apparatus. A national service, 
not lip-service, is required. 

Recognition and respect for the 
jawan must become part of national tv ii- 
sciousness. Once that happens, the 
bureaucrat will elevate the infantry 
yavv’fl/t beyond the statms of a daily-wage 
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A soMer's Story 


Feted in war, forgotten in peace: Maj. Gen. Ian 
Cardozo (retd) on the plight of the Indian jawan 

taught, he is bewildered at the mantle —^ 
of adulation suddenly thrown around his shoulders by an exuberant and enthusiastic public. 
He a.sks, "My friend, where were you before Kargil, when my dead comrades came in ano¬ 
nymous crates from J&K and the noilh-ea.st ? Where were you only a few months ago when 
the airny mourned its dead alone, and it was only the regimental family that comforted wee¬ 
ping widows and sobbing children?" 

He knows the answers because it was only he and his colleagues who contributed a day's 
wage.s for each combatant who died .so as to tide over the.se widows' immediate {ncdica- 
ment. He smiles enigmatically when asked whether these widows and the war-disabled 
ever received any grant front the National Defence Fund or the IMme Minister's Relief 
Fund. He knows the answer and so do we. He knows that the widows and the war-disabled 
ofall wars previous to 1986 i.e. 1947,1962,196.5 and 1971 are ekeing out a precarious exist¬ 
ence today because the babus of the ministry of defence have discriminated against d»em by 
refusing to equate their pensions with the increased pensiems that have been awarded to the 
war casualties that took place after 1 March, 1986—an arbitrary date fixed by balehrlbabu- 
dom! He remembers the promises made by a grateful government after the 1971 War. 

Promises that were soon forgotten free education for the children of widows and of 

those who wore disabled that never materialised, offers of land that were never given, offers 
of gas agencies and petrol pumps that were given only to a select few, a promise of a nation¬ 
al memorial to those who have died for the country which the government is still 'thinking 
about’. He is puzzled that human rights activists target him and his colleagues on frivolous 
trumped-up charges but remain strangely silent when his colleagues are bnitally tortured, 
disfigured and murdered. 

He shakes his head in an enqjhatic 'No' when asked wht^er his state authorities look 
after his interetds when he is away on the border guarding the nation’s frontiers. He is amaz¬ 
ed at flte superior weapons and equipment he captures ftom the ^emy and wonders why it 
has taken 52 years for his govenuuent to give him a reasonable lightweight rifle to combat 
the enemy. 

Notwithstanding all tins, he knows he has a job to do and that he has to do it well. He 
knows that he and his beloved young officers who lead from the front will fight for their pre¬ 
cious ‘Bharat Mata’ with any enemy that dares to threaten her security, He does not ask for 
much—only care for die loved ones he leaves behind. Can wc live up to his request? 





file Indian sokKer 
knows that tie and 
Ms hdkived young 
ofR^rs who lead 
from tile hrwitwHI 
fMhtiorMeir 
preckHis^Marat 
Mata’wtttiai^ 
enemy that dares to 
threaten her 
security. He does 
not ask for much— 
only care for 
knwdoneshe 
leaves behind 
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soldie 



tOUR WNOha« excetkd hitnself again and hniught uii so much honour at Kargil, 

is the shittmg star of oitr firmahient He is the vitai ingredient of the fourth-largest army and 
the largest volunteer army of the world. In the undeclared Kaigil war wj perversely unleash¬ 
ed on its hy Pakistan, ovear 350 Jaw 0 ns and five personnel of fite air force have been 
martyred; nine are still missing and over 450have been wounded. The supreme sacrifice in 
each case has been in the highest traditions of our armed .services. 

Day after day, wchave now witnessed mate and more un.surpa.ssed heroic deeds in the 
piost difikult and formidable terrain. In the earlier wars, the difilcult terrain extended from 
the bighe.st mountains tothe burning sands trf Rajasthan. The Indianyowmi is an institution 
that siveS much thidnatives much less but im continues to do his duty to the nation with an 
mifi^nng smile, A friend in $ilicon Valley, California, .sgnt an e-mail message yesterday 
.filing; *What dkies the Indian Army feed thdr soldiers for them to maintain an impeccable 
Ipyalty loan otherwise corruptnatloH?" Adding "that this was totally mind-boggling". In 
my answer, I told him that the Indian jawmi sustains himself withaspar.se quantity of ration, 
enough arnmunitionafid a strong reserve of simple izzat- 

We need to .sJted Recurrent craze of competitive exhibitionism, announcing more and 
' more gocxjjies^nnd blood donatitm camps galore. Undoubtedly, these satisfy a ‘hungry- 
lor-inedia-attention' politician but do the juwan no good in any intrinsic manner what- 
ilOever. More cash to U» Army Headquarters Welfare Fund is the only answer. 

The jawan has brought us signal honour in the four wars since Independence and many 
y .eoimHm<tnsurgency operMions and 1 6Jawms of our anny and one of the air force arc the 
fimt among equals who are holders of the Param Vir Chaikra. Only two of them are living 
iegeinds. To fiiis would now be added the gallantly awinds •— many posthumous 
•--iSr thb‘Kargil War^ now nearii^ 

_ '*« 1 . /, ■ • 

■The Chief of Army Staff, Gen. 

; Ved Malik has announced &at this is 
gmng to be the Year Of the fawan and 
very ^ro^riately, the motto of the 
General’s Regiment i.s 'Aut Viam 
JnveniamAut Faewtn —1 shall find 
a way or mtdee (Mte!'It is time fintt a 
way is found for the award of the Bha¬ 
rat Ratna to the Indian./riwon. To use 
theChurebiliian phrase; "Never was 
so much owed by so many to sofewl" 

The life-long idols of reverence; 
and;lighf^^f^ld Marsha] K.M, Cari- 
apfia, die Indian Army's first 
commander-in-chief after Independ¬ 
ence were: Mother, Father and the 
jmvan and he saluted them as the first 
act of his daily routine. A lesson to be 


The Indian/awaii is 
an insHtiiltonthat 
C^ves roach and 
receives much less 
but he continues to 
do his duty to the 
nation. He sustains 
himself wiHi a 
sparse ipiantity of 
ratic«i,enou^ 
ammunition and a 
strong reserve of 
rumple £z2af 



labourer. National attitude to men in uni¬ 
form must also change. 

George Fernandes had set himself a 
goal to make the armed forces more 
egalitarian. He had also promised to initi¬ 
ate reforms at the institutional, person¬ 
nel and operational levels. These arc 
overdue. The anomalies of the Fifth Pay 
Commission, the standardisation of 


high-altitudc and countei-insurgency 
allowances and the case ol' pension dis¬ 
parities have to be settled 

The ten-year neglect of defence allo¬ 
cation. its non-planning and ad hoc spen¬ 
ding has to stop. The services tribunal, 
in the closet for ten years, requires to be 
unveiled quickly. 

Sadly, the national memorial to the 


jawan in Delhi is still a blueprint. In fact, 
every state should dedicate a monument 
to the jawan. Now that the last intruder 
has been evicted from Kargil, a day in 
July should be declared Kargil Day. As 
for the incomparable jawan, not jusi 
1999 but every year must become his 
year. • 

O0H.A9hokK. Mmhtm/NmwDmrni 
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The Gunner's War 


How,' the artillery won the day for the anny 





T hree days into Operation Vijay, 
with more than 20 soldiers killed. 
It appeared foolhardy to carry on 
waging hand-to-hand combat. The only 
answer was to hit the enemy hard by air 
and artillery before the Indian troops 
started their assault. But after the toss of 
three aircraft, the air force decided to fly 
well above the target to avoid being hit 
by the Stinger missiles 

Thus a heavy onus fell on the artillery. 
Within days, about 60 (and later 30 
more) Bofors were moved to Dras, 
Batalik and Kaksar sectois Since most 
oi the strategic posts had been lost, it 
was difficult for the observation officers 
to direct fire However, after some hard 
work and effective ground reconnaisan- 
ce. the guns began to deliver. Almost all 
guns in the Indian arsenal were used, 
with the Bofors spearheading the attack. 

Yet. the casualty rate didn’t come 
down It was obvious the covenng tire 
was not sufficient The prescribed rule l.^ 
that foi every inlantry unit there are sis 
guns in direct .support. In Operation 
Vi|a\. this was changed to 18 guns This 
was much-needed insurance for the 
troops. The gunnel had to ensure sustain¬ 
ed and effective fire on the enemy. Indi¬ 
an gunners fired five to 6,000 shells on 
an average each day. Much of the ammu¬ 
nition could have been saved if India had 
had a few more strategic points to obscr- 
\ c from and direct fire. Pakistan had this 
advantage and therefore fired only 500 
to 600 shells each day. While the Bofors 
alone fired 1,(MX)-1.2{K) shells per day, 
this increased on the day of an assault. 
For instance, 9,{KX) shells were fired the 
day Tiger Hill was regained. 

Sustaining this kind of fire put a 
heavy strain on the guns as well as the 
gunners. In fact, two Bofors barrels 
burst due to over-heating. Similar dama¬ 
ge happened to the 105mm Indian Field 
Gun loo. Most of the firing was done dur¬ 
ing night and often continued into the 
wee hours of the morning. At times, the 
artillery observation officer with the 
infantry would make an extra effort to 
move ^ead of the assaulting forces and 
bring fire on enemy logistics. In such 
situations, the guns were kept busy till 
late morning. 


Indian gunners fired up 
to 6,000 shells on an 
average each day. The 
Bofors alone fired 
1,000'1,200 shells per 
day and this increased on 
the day of an assault. For 
instance, 9,000 shells 
were fired the day Tiger 
Hill was regained 


It was no "shoes olf even aftei the fir¬ 
ing slopped The gunners had to clean 
their barrels, cficck each part, store 
ammunition loi the next round of shell¬ 
ing so that the guns remained battle- 
worthy throughout. 

Though the gun area is always located 
at a distance from the front, it doesn't 
mean the threat to it is any less. In fact, 
they're the best targets for the enemy 
and that is why they’re kept out of reach. 
If this was a full-scale wai, the maxi¬ 
mum threat to gun areas would have 
conic from enemy air force. The absence 
of enemy air raids helped quicker 
deployment of guns as well. Most of the 
guns were kept in the open, on either 
side of the Nation.il Highway (NH-1 A). 


Being in the open made the gunners 
vulnerable According to a general offi¬ 
cer of the artillery, ten per cent of those 
killed in the operation are gunneis — a 
high casually rate by battle standaids. 
Most of these weren ’t the observers who , 
move with the infantry — but the gun¬ 
ners in the gun area 
The crucial role of the artillciy can be 
gauged I roll! the speedy advance olTiidi- 
an troops after niid-.lune. At places, the ; 
infantry faced very light resistance. 
Point 4875, a post soutb-west of Tiger 
Hill, was captured without a single 
casualty to the inlantry The post was 
renamed ‘Gun Hill' The destruction of ’ 
a fuel and ammunition dump north of . 
Kukarthang in Batalik by the devastat- ‘ 
mg fire of I05mm guns was crucial to i, 
the capture of Jubai in the same .sector. '? 

Soutccs have rev ealed to Si'sdav that '■ 
several commando missions were under- , 
taken during the latter half of Operation 
Vijay. These were artillery observers ; 
who entered behind enemy lines and sue- ; 
cessfully brought fire on enemy guns. ;, 

Guns and Gunners are often foigotlen 
after any operation, mainly because they 
are seen as playing only a supportive 
role But in an operation where the artil¬ 
lery has fired more than 1.5 lakh .shells ' 
in about a month, it can be saf ely termed 
as a'mainstay'. • ; 

Pranmb Ohm! 8 aniantm/N 0 w DmIM , 
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"One feels sorry for the 
human losses we have 
suffered. But I am more 
confident now after Kargil 
about the Indian armed 
I forces juggernaut. It is 
I moving and is effective” 


"The Kargi 
good tonic 
the army" 

4 

Says army chief Gen. V.P. Malik 

Wlioj Si sns) inici Mfwvd(icii V P Atalik. Iu‘ wm 
finnly (>l dll' view tlw Will iii/t <nn wl llcwtirihil 
tiuil n'<’ iiir "ilcdliin; wilh iiii <7/c;h\ ti hi> n iiiifvnhi hi 
hic, iiiircluihlc iiiul h'Us In s" He wciil mi to iiiiswci 
cjiii'iliiHis mi till' Will iiiiil //)(' jaw.in /• \iript\ 

Sunday: At what stage were you most worried dur¬ 
ing the war? 

Qen. V.P. Malik: Well. in Iho ht'ginnin;.’ jusl when i( .til 
slailcil. thciv Wii'. .loviei} j'. (he pKliiie was not \i'i\ i lcar 
Later, il was during the haitle fbi 1 oliiliiia heigliis and 
['oinl .S140 in liras tliai I ke()l my Imgeis eiossed I'lial uas 
the success that I was looking ioi 

Q: When did you realise that the army was over 
the hump? 

A: it was after the c.iptiire ot Tiper Mill, Point 4S7S and 
I’oint .S303 in liras. And Point .S201 in Balahk 

Q: What would you have done had the enemy cut 
off the Leh road and/or occupied Zojila Pass? 

A: ll'hc had just cut the road, I would ha\c attacked him 
iVom the cast and west I hi ought in 6 Mountain Division 
partly thiough Upshi Manali and the rest through Zopla 
Had Zojila been lost, it would hate loiced the conllict 
beyond the LoC— a much wider conflict 

Q: To what do you attribute the success of 
operations? 

A: The strength ol our /imci/rs, the stiength of military 
leadership - liom commanding uHieers down to junior 
officers, particularly young officers who have led the boy.s 
Irorn upfront. Other than this is the abundance of 'cgimcn- 
talspiril Takethereiovery of Major.Saivanan’sbody 
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COVER STORY 


I campaign is a 
for the country and 


Imni Jtihai b> 1 Biluii 'rhcyt/uca^s kepi \ ipil lor days 
and iclusctl lo withdraw till the body was recovered 
Aililleiy has been a signit'ieani ingredient ot siieeess 
Mso. iheairsinkes on logistic bases such as Maniho iJhalo 
and piecision strikes on 'f’lger Hill An was not asclieclive 
^ against enemy posts but IAF kept ininn, 11111 " and were 

c' ei willing 

Q: Who fou^it the battles? 

A: The diusional comi’iaiideis and below I'hey were 
invohed in the planning and conduct ol opeiations with 
the corps and .nniy coiiiniandei o\ ersi cing 

Q: Anything else on the war? 

A: 1 have seen coinm.indeis one da> down in the dumps, 
use in spun .dtei a nudge- .1 slick .ind carrot woiks It is 
inipunani bn scnioi coniniandcis io cisn the battle /one 
willioni iiilcriciiiig in ns conduct 1 made six Inp^ to the 
Iront and I don i think 1 made mysclt objectionable. In 
laet, 1 could hclii by arianging the immediate needs lor bat- 
s tie— an photos binoculars, guns -bypassing normal 

channels. 

Q: Did you get a free hand to fight the war? 

A: 'I'es. escepl foi the icsiriciion on crossing the LoC I 
w ill not, at this st.igc, say anything nioie I'li this as the w ai 
IS not o\ei The decision not to cross it initially was correct 
1 he three service chicis would meet the ('abinet ex cry 
day and were kept inlormcd of the non mililarv aspects ol 
the wai 

Q: Did you have any problems at all? 

A: Not really 1 won't discuss the largei pioblems right 
new Blit there was no inicrlerence from any qiiartei in the 
conduct of the campaign. 

Q: But crossing the LoC...? 

A: The operations ate not over, so 1 won’t .say anything 
more on this. But there were many positive aspects of eivil- 
mililary relations. Thcie was close cootclinattoii and har¬ 
mony with the ministry ol external aflairs. Td beer kept 
informed and consulted where neccs.sary, irieluding by the 
National Security Adviser. 

All the three service chiefs have been part of the c insul- 
tahon priKcs-s but Tin the one mo.si intimately involved m 



nag r&.'W . 

V.P. Malik with his men: "We owe it to the fmaastoi 


reminding the nation to be conscious of its security needs" 

the wai The n.iM has played its role and made its own con¬ 
tribution to the wai cflori I'm atiaid I cannot tell you how. 

Q: Why did the army wait 50 years to declare 
1999 the Year of the Jawan? 

A: You should ask me why 1 declaied it now, not why it did 
not happen in the past I cannot answei (01 the past The 
ariiu and the nation needed to locus on the /nwan, his 
strengths, .ind make up his shurteonimgs in wellarc, career 
management, training and mosi u| all. Ins 

I'hero IS a compieliensice jdan lot addressing these pro¬ 
blems in every army command I'he ami is to improve the 
ijuahty of hie and uthei facilities loi the i<n\ an. 'rhe state 
ol transit camps has been im])roveil, he can now tiavel by 
an to the north-east atul J& K and other facilities ;ire in the 
pipeline But this is not a job loi the ainiy alone The 
eounlry. the people and the goveinnienl ol the day have to 
i get together lor tins 

Q: Are you relfevod the war is over? 

A: As 1 told yiHi. lor me, it is not ov er 1 do not trust 
Pakistan He may not leave' 

But I am more cont idem now after Kargil about the Indi¬ 
an amied lorecsjuggernaut It is mov ing and is efieetive 
One feels sony for the human losses w'c have suftereil. But 
the Kaigil campaign is a good tome lot the country and the 
array. The credit for this must go to thejuvi n/i. 

We owe It to the jawaiis for reminding the nation to be 
prepared and con.scious of it.s sccuriiv needs. • 
Mmnlawed by Own. Aahok H. M»Ma/Nmw Delhi 
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Whenever any army i.s surprised by 
the enemy, it takes time to digest the fact 
and unravel the event. This is what hap¬ 
pened in Kaigil. The fog of war immedi¬ 
ately enveloped the area of intrusions 
On 26 May, Operation Vijay was formal¬ 
ly launched across the fog and cloud 
over Kargil. Hie ground situation was 
no doubt less etinfused but no clear pictu¬ 
re of the scale and the size of the intru¬ 
sions was available till the middle of 
June 

Nearly one infantry brigade of 
soUliers from Pakistan's Northern Light 
infantry regiments and about 2,(XK) 
Mujahideens armed with heavy machi* 
neguns, anti-aircraft guns. Stinger missi¬ 
les and God’s edict, had occupied formi¬ 
dable posts across the LoC. 

Their mission: draw the Indian army 
into tliese traps and draw international 
attention on J&K. 

By and by, India turned this military 
masteistroke into a misadventure. 
Pakistan’s military gamble 
boomeranged. 

THECOUNTER-AHACK 


The fourth largest in the world, lumbi- 
ous Indian military machine, took its 
time to recoil. In the beginning, it got a 
severe heating. Ideally, a war should 


"1^ 



start with a victonous battle. For India, 
the reverse happened. Till three weeks 
later, the army registered its first win in 
Dras on the Tololing heights. 

Being key sectors both Dras and 
Batalik had to be cleared finst. Up at 
heights nearly 18,000 feet, the army was 
up against the most complex and diffi¬ 
cult mission it has faced since Independ¬ 
ence — launching sledgehammer 
attacks in tandem. 


KEYBAHLES _ 

First capturing neighbouring ground 
on heights equivalent to those occupied 
by the enemy, understanding moun- 
taincraft and grasping enemy intention 
and plans were key to victory. Tiger Hill 
and Point 4875 in Dras, and Jubar, 
Khalubar and Point 5203 in Batalik 
unhinged enemy defences and intru¬ 
sions in the.se sectors. 
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Spurs from Tiger iiill anti Tt'loling 
which were recaptured placed jawans 
behind Mashkoh and Kaksar. This 
unnerved the enemy. Alsti, unnerving 
> for him was India’s stunning successes 
and the unstoppable moments of 
onslaught. After Tiger Hill, it was the 
deluge. 

THE WHITE FLAG _ 

Running short of water, supplies. 


motisation and morale, the Pakistani 
will to fight Clacked when news of the 
‘appeal’ for withdrawal reached them 
C'onfusion was compounded by Prime 
Minislei Atal Behan Vajpayee’s decla¬ 
ration ot victory on 10 July. This was a 
first .strike in psy-war. 

Not only did Pakistani officers at 
places abandon their soldiers, they also 
abandoned their dead, worse disowned 
them. This is an even greater ignominy 


than rout and retreat. 

The last time Pakistani soldiers show¬ 
ed the white flag was in Dhaka in 1971. 
Twenty-eight years later, he has waved 
It again in Kargil. Now. as then, the story 
IS repeating—tales of Pakistani barbari¬ 
ty reciprocated by civilized and dignifi¬ 
ed Indian military behaviour. Pakistani 
army mutilated and fouled the Indian 
dead. Indian army buried their dead with 
full military honours. 









COVER STORY 


Bui Pakistani mlruders were given an 
c,\il corridor and a qualified ceasefire; 
no air. aitillcry and mortar strikes in 
Mashkoh and Kaksar. The Indians 
advanced reclaiming ground right upto 
the LoC as the Pakistanis fled. It is not in 
the jawan's ethos and culture to shoot at 
a withdrawing enemy. 

The army is jubilant and angry. Its 
morale is sky high. It has taught Paki¬ 
stan a second lesson in this half century 
The anger is over the necessary but quali¬ 
fied ceasefire. But soldiers have to 
remember that sometimes it is prudent 
to win part of the war without fighting it. 
not the least because it saved lives. 


HIGHER 

WAR 


DIRECTION OF 


The government gave a simple task to 
the armed forces —eviction of intru¬ 
sions and restoration ol LoC without 


chiefs were consulted and or inlormed at 
each stage before any political or dipliv 
matic initiative was taken. Operation 
Vijay is really a triumph of politico- 
military diplomacy with the military in 
the driving seat. 

CONDUCT OF BATTLE 

Air-land operations in the mountains 
took time to jell Never before had offen¬ 
sive air operations been integrated with 
low intensity conflict. In-fighl innova¬ 
tion and adaptation of lAF tactics shaipe- 
ned the sting of air strikes. For the lAF 
this was its first live experience in close 
supjxul of the army in the mountains. It 
allowed the testing of difl'ercnt aircraft, 
attack techniques and employment of 
precision-guided weapons. Jointman- 
ship came to the fore during attacks on 

Tiger Hill and other major attacks 

jaqdish vadav 





Jawans of ttw Rajputana Rifles displaying captured Pakistani arms 


crossing it. The government also gave a 
free hand to Gen. V.P Malik, chairman. 
C’hiefs of Staff Committee to fight the 
campaign with no pressure of time or 
other riders. Some diversion was sought 
to be created hy opposition parties by 
drawing a distinction helween the army 
and the government. This was resented 
by the anny high command. 

The cabinet committee on security 
attended hy the service duels met regu¬ 
larly, at times on a daily basis The 


up to its title, ri lling back intrusions 
with finesse and fire. The infantry jawan 
has again proved he’s a rare blend of 
royalty, son of the soil and salt of the 
earth. Nothing more needs to be said of 
him. 

The air-ground campaign fought in 
Kargil will go down as epic battles in the 
high mountains against extreme odds. 
Everester Santosh Yadav was right 
volunteering to guide /fiwfl/i.i on to Tiger 
Hill, so stiff are the heights, 

PEOPLE AND MEDIA 
SUPPORT 


This war would not have been w'on in 
record time as it has been without the 
combined support of the people and the 
media. This is quite unprecedented 

DIPLOMACY 



Artillery has worked wonders with its 
equipment and observation post officers 
de.spite the deficiency of gun-locating 
radars. The Bofors has proved a hattle- 
winnei. .Along with the multi-barrel 
rocketlaunchcr, 105 mm IFG, these 
guns have been used m direct fire at 
enemy hideouts. Nearly 70 per cent of 
casualties on both sides are due to artille¬ 
ry {.see Gunner'.s stiny elsewhere in ihe 
issue). 

Infantry, the queen of battle has lived 


This was an intelligence coup by 
R&AW, Anyone who has studied inter¬ 
cepts of telephone conveisaliuiis bet¬ 
ween army chiel Gen. I’arviv Musharral 
in Bcijiiig and his ehiet <>1 general staff, 
Ll. Gen. Mohammad A?!/ in Islamabad 
would have known the losing game Paki¬ 
stan army was playing with India especi¬ 
ally after it failed to cut the Leh road ;uid 
seize Zo)ila Pass. 

POSTSCRIPT _ 

To the several prophets of doom in 
India who violated the LoC intellectual¬ 
ly, votaries of cross.ng Ihe LoC, sup¬ 
porters of the Bleeding India-victims 
syndrome and Kargil- 

is-a-bigger-Siachcn, conscientious 
objectors of ‘sale passage and Kehob 
Diplomacy’, all one can suggest is vvhat 
the proverbial uslad tells the jawan look 
before you leap (especially in the 
mountains). • 

Mai.aan. Aahok H. mrnhta /HawOlU 













THE SOUTH BLOCK 


INDER MALHOTRA 



In collusion 


The Pakistan Army and the Sharif government are working in close concert 



FDpm, 


As Nawaz Sharif flies back home after sign¬ 
ing the joint statement with Bill Clinton in 
Washington and paying court to Tony Blau 
in London, the likely scenario of the diplo¬ 
matic manoeuvring over Kaigil is becom¬ 
ing clear. Let no Indian diplomacy under¬ 
estimate the challenges it will face. 

By now the Pakistani Pnmc Minister 
knows that he has to abide by the commitments he has made to 
the US President, particularly about the Pakistani with¬ 
drawals from our side of the Line of Control (LoC). The 
remarks of the Pakistani Army chief. General Mushanaf, as 
quoted by the hard-line ncwspapei yw/ig (War), also indicate 
lhal the army and the Sharif government, as always, arc work¬ 
ing III close concert. In any case, it is known now that belore 



Nawaz Sharif maats Bill Clintan at Washington to discuss 
tha Kashmir Issua 

--iiddciily taking oft lor Washington, Nawaz had a long meet¬ 
ing with Musharral. 

If the armv chicl falls in line, can intelligence agencies, 
especially the notorious ISI. he far behind ’ Theic is no doubt 
that the labid Islamists, such as the Jamal-c-lslaini, Lashkai- 
e-Toiba, Harkai-ul-Mujdhidc6n ct al, will raise hell. They are 
already doing so But most ol these wild outfits subsist on the 
generosity ol the Pakistan government, the Pakistan A rm\ and 
the LSI, and arc bound to do what they arc told. 

T'hat IS where the heavy spin that is being put on the chrnb- 
dow n in Washington comes in Sartaj Aziz, the Pakistani fore¬ 
ign minister, has already started proclaiming that the 
‘Irccdom-fighters' now in Kargil have ‘achieved their objec¬ 
tive of internationalising Kashmir' They can, theieforc, 
afford to come back In this context Pakistan will continue to 
maintain the pretence (which no one in his sense anyw here in 
ihe wide world believes) that Islamabad has no conti .il over 
the ‘freedom fighters’ iKcupying the strategic heights in the 
Dras-Kargil-Batalik region 

The bulk of these invadcis are Pakistani legulars, m any 


case. So the Pakistani version that the ‘freedom-fighters’ 
might or might not heed its appeal is unlikely to be bought by 
anyone. At the very least, until withdraw als arc seen to be tak¬ 
ing place and quickly enough, Nawaz will be in trouble with 
Clinton. After all. the prestige of the US and its President is 
also at stake if Islamabad can violate the ‘Washington agree¬ 
ment’. to use Tony Blair's words, with impunity. 

The Nawaz government, and its spin doctors, are thus 
bound to adju.sl their tactics accordingly As soon as with¬ 
drawals begin, even in driblets, they whine to Washington 
that the US should ask India for immediate cessation of hostili¬ 
ties. and the President should promote the dialogue on Kash¬ 
mir ‘expeditiously’. 

Normally there should be no fear that New Delhi would fall 
into this trap But past experience, combined with the picsent 
confusion, all too frequently caused by different ministers of 
the Vajpayee caretaker Cabinet talking in diffeient voices, 
does cause apprehensions This danger will have to be guard¬ 
ed against Only after the last of the invaders has gone can 
there be a cease-fire. 

About the second, and mure long term. Pakistani tactic, 
there never has been any doubt One r>f the mam purposes of 
the Kargil outrage was to reopen Ihe .Siachen issue. It the 
Pakistani nulitary action could isolate Ihe biigade defending 
Ihe glacier in the shadow ol the Saltoro range, so much the bet¬ 
ter. But since the IndianArmy has defeated this gatneplan, the 
fight IS being shilled to the diplomatic arena 

On I his score Pakistan can draw some comfort from the wor¬ 
king ol the statement jointly issued by Clinton and Sharif. It 
commits Pakistan to respecting fully the LoC. ‘established in 
accoidanco w'lth the I‘■>72 Shimla Agreement' Sartaj Aziz 
has already started screaming that the LoC has been delineat¬ 
ed only up to Point NJ ‘1842. and therefore Indian tixxips have 
no right to be in .Siachen. where they weren’t at the time of the 
Shimla Agreement. 

There ;ue many, not merely in the outside world but also in 
India, who mighi argue thai Islamabad has a valid point. But 
that is fai fiom being ihe case The LoC w.as delineated in 
I ')72 only up to Point .NJ 9842 because ol Ihe basis ol the cxci- 
cisc It was that the cease-fire line of 1949 should fust be con¬ 
verted into LoC and its new delineation agreed to. because 
unlike in the case of areas across the international border 
which were vacated by both sides, each side was to keep Ihe 
territory won in 1971 across the cease-fire line That is how 
Pakistan got Thaku Chak and this country a number of areas, 
including the Ktugil heights now being lought over. 

Nothing was said in 1972 about the areas beyond NJ 9842 
for the simple reason that no lighting had taken place there. 
The onginal provisions til the 1949 agreeinent continued to 
apply. These were that beyond this point the ‘line giws north¬ 
wards to the glaciers’ The two sides can delineate this 1 lOkm 
line now. Ot they can sign and implement the 1992 draft agree¬ 
ment to demilitarise the Siachen icgioii. However, cither 
option can be exercised only after the Kargil aggression is 
undone. • 


SWISOAVlB ,24 July 1499 









MEDIA MUSINGS 


V GANGADHAR 


Kapil Dev's call for a 
boycott of sports with 
Pakistan was inevitable 


At last Kapil Dev Nik- 
hanj IS otic up on 
Sunny Gavaskai He 
has jumped ahead 
from the sports pages 
to front pages as well 

-as editorial columns 

of the dailies. Not bad for someone who 
could not even locate the f;oln inside the 
refrigerator ! Kapil's call lor a boycott 
of sporting activities with Pakistan is 
now big news. The hawks inside and out¬ 
side the government are delighted. 1 
would not be surpri.sed il some of the 
political parties offcied tickets to the 
Haryana cricket star loi the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha polls 

Most sections of the media, while 
regretting the mixing up of sport with 
politics felt that Ihe decision was inevita¬ 
ble The A.\ian Age pointed out that 
while cricket and the popular arts may. 
at different levels, be a great uniting for¬ 
ce between Indians and Pakistanis, the 
pretty picture changes when the two 
countries arc ranged against each other 
in a state of war. Cricketers from India 
and Pakistan are good friends Yet when 
they clash on the cricket field, there is tre¬ 
mendous tension in both the countries 
In the backdrop of the present situation, 
the tension could escalate further. 

An editonal in The Hindu, Cricket 
and War,'explained that the motives ol 
someone like Kapil Dev could not be 
questioned. Unfortunately, Kapil's 
views had been endorsed by people like 
the .Shiv Sena leader Bal Thackeray 
who.se antipathy to any Indo-Pakistan 
cultural or sporting links is well-known. 
I am sure Kapil himself would find it 
uncomfortable to be bracketed with the 
Sena chief. The Hindu pointed out that 
in the same editorial in the Saamnei 
(Sena mouthpiece) where Thackeray 
lauded Kapil, he also questioned the 
patriotism of activist film star, Shabana 
Azmi, her poet husband Javed Akhtar, 
while demanding that thespian Dilip 
Kumar return the Nishan-e-Pakistan 
award. 

This issue was well-handled by the 
Indian Express in an edit. The War Chic. 
Discus.sing the fate of the Sahara Cup. 



the edit pointed out that it was all about 
the expressions of patriotism, about 
'i.ssues' that served the nation. "Who 
can dilfer. who can afford to be anti¬ 
national, when the nation is at war? Be 
prepared for the parade of more issues It 
may veiy well be the bus. What did the 
bus achieve? Our Prime Ministei was 
conned. Cancel the bloody bus Such 
murmurs arc already in the air" 

The nuHrking tone of the Express edi¬ 
torial, I felt, hit the spot. Thackeray now 
questions the patriotism of Dilip Kumar. 
"Do we need this manufactured patrio¬ 
tism. this obligatory nationalism? No, 
we don’t. It may be very nation-fnendly 
to activate the enemy-feeling by issuing 
safe issues and causes. It is akso very tem¬ 
pting becau.se you rarely gel a chance to 
express your national credentials." The 
paper is entirely right when it mentioned 
that those who were eager to pass the 
national test were actually shopping in 
the paranoia market. ‘Paranoia market' 


— yes. those arc the dangerous words. 
The present crisis is an example of a 
modern nation state, waging a dclcnsive 
wai against a dcmocr.ilically urideulevc- 
loped. militarily icckless neighbour, 
"'fins war has the nation’s fulsome 
endorsement .Slowly and steadily, this 
war is reaching its logical conclusion, 
without the aid of frenzy and mobilisa¬ 
tion." I only hope that the likes of Bal 
Thackeray read this edit 


Change of guards 


I that when a government was 
fighting a war thrust upon it, it needed 
the supjxirt of the people. But how can a 
government defeated on the floor of Par¬ 
liament and holding power till the next 
elections continue to take major deci¬ 
sions which had nothing to do with the 
war? This is simply unethical. Ob.^e.sscd 
with the war coverage, the media is not 
paying enough attention to these sly 
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Unfortunately, Kapil 
Dev*s views had been 
endorsed by people 
like the Shiv Sena 
leader Bal Thackeray 
whose 
antipathy to 
any 

Indo-Pakistan 
cultural or 
sporting links 
is well-known 


daiji. had biought India tn the hunk of 
war against I’akislan during the Opera 
lion Brasstackscxcieisc 

J'hfSttilt’snwn questioned the proprie¬ 
ty of law minister Ram Jellinialani 
appointing his old erony amt junioi, S.B 
Jaisinghani, as the new solieitor- 
gcncral Aceording to a Iroal-page 
report in the paper, Jaisinghani was not a 
senior advoeate ol any High Court and 
his praetice was conllned to certain cri¬ 
minal matters. "His career is said to be 
marked by no pailieular distinction and 
he has been generally led by a senior" 
Why was Rarnii in such a hurry to 
appoint the crony 'Con Idn'I this appoint¬ 
ment be held back till the polls were over 
and a new government came m power ' 

Masala Mix _ 

TYffw*reporters are experts m cover¬ 
ing human rights and heritage issues. I 


Dlllp Kumar: Ms 
patriotism Is boinC 
quostloned 



deals TTte Times of India did well to 
point out that while the government 
e.xhorled the public to donate generous¬ 
ly to various public funds for the support 
and welfare of the Jawans, it blithely 
threw away Rs I5f)0 crore by introduc¬ 
ing a new telecom policy A stumbling 
caretaker government first shifted Mr 
Jagmohan, an upright and stem minister 
from cornmunications and brought the 
rnini.stry undci the Prime Minister 
directly ITie new policy clearly favour¬ 
ed the telecom giants and telecom opera 
tors who had defaulted on their financial 
commitment to the government to the 
tune of mote than Rs 5fK) crore—which 
can buy a lot of Bofors shells and also 
help our 

The Hindustan Times questioned the 
peculiar appointment of Arun Singh as a 
special executive assistant in the minis¬ 
try of external affairs. Foreign minister 
Jaswant Singh told the pai>er's Kaiyani 
Shankar that Arun Singh’s appointment 


was not a political move. Arun Singh, an 
old friend, had voluntecied to work in 
any capacity, did not .seek any viffice and 
the iiiimster requested Singh to work 
with him How unichmg' Jaswant Singh 
liild Ml Shankai. "The external affairs 
ministry has a very significant role to 
play in managing national secunly 
along with the defence miiiistry." Can’t 
this be done by career officers within the 
numstry ’ As the HT editorial rightly 
pointed out, Arun Singh’s appointment 
conveyed an impicssion that the mini¬ 
ster needed help on the foreign policy 
front at a tune when he should be firmly 
in charge o( the situation. "How does 
someone who had no experience in fore¬ 
ign affairs get to occupy a powerful, ill- 
defined position III the ministry of exter¬ 
nal affairs'*" asked the editorial and went 
on to point out that as the minister of 
state for defence m Rajiv Gandhi’s 
government, Amn Singh, along with the 
then Army Chief of Staff, General Sun- 


hope some ol them look mwaids and try 
to save one of its heritages, the edit page. 
It IS becoming more and more unreada¬ 
ble and deals with non-issues and non- 
peisons The Que.siion and Answer 
columns too often feature Bollywood 
people who say nothing of importance. 
Most of the intciviews are quite silly and 
feature mane, irrelevant questions, 
"You arc planning to release Mast at the 
same time as Sooraj Barjatya's new 
musical Hum Saadi Saath Ham. 
Doesn’t that make you apprehensive"'" 
(a question put to producer-directoi 
Ram Gopal Varma). "Why a hoarding of 
Taal in Toronto?" SubhashGhai was 
asked! 

The decline in the Times edit page 
which began with the departure of Gin- 
lal Jain is now more pronounced. VNTiile 
variety is important, should the once pre¬ 
stigious page descend to stale Bolly¬ 
wood news'? There is too much of 
Filmfare on the TOI edit page • 


•UNDAV 1»-a4 Ally 19»|) 







M.L. Jaisimha 


T he matcli was ovci The da) was 
done. But a lone figure wouUleonli- 
nuc standing on the balcony, lean¬ 
ing over the rails lo survey the [iiteh that 
was his world. Later, he would drive 
home to his well-stacked bar and imisc 
over the past. With friends and aev|iiaint- 
ances of the present 

And yes. He would llip open his pack 
ct of cigarettes. He couldn't do without 
them — to the extent o1 becoming advi 
ser to a tobacco company late iii liis Ide. 
Finally, it was perhaps his love loi "the 
obnoxious weed" that did him m. 

Mutaganahalli l.axminaisu Jaisimha 
was born in 19.^4. A lull 60 years later, 
he died on 7 July ol cancel, an ai Inicnt he 
hid from his family I'oi months, until a 
friend forced him to seek iiiedieal aid 
He a.sked his wife Jiini foi a cigarette the 
day before he died She gave it to him, 
knowing it could be his last And indeed 
it was. 

Sunil Manohar Gavaskar, hearing of 
his condition, had Hown down from 
Bombay to see him. But Gavaskar’s 
Hyderabad hero was loo (ar gone to reco¬ 
gnise the former India captain. 

Jaisimha brought "style" to cricket. 
His unruffled demeanour, easy gait and 
the upturned collar evoked an image ol 
supreme confidence And that’s what 
prompted the Maharajkumai of Vi/iana- 
garam to announce his entry with "Jai 
Simha" — hail the lion' 

He was the quintessential cricketer of 
the Sixties — stylish, devil-may-care 
and yet a man who could deliver when 
required, F'ellow musketeers of his time, 
as they were called, were Tiger Falaudi, 
Abbas Ali Baig, Budhi Kundaran and 
Salim Durrani. Thc.se were the men who 
made women flock in droves to watch 
the game. 

Like many cricketers of his age, Jai¬ 
simha came from an aristocratic family 
where .sport was an honourable hobby. 
In the beginning, he struggled to choose 
between cricket, tennis and badminton 
Finally, Ghulam Ahmed, the legcndaiy 
off-spinner and captain, claimed him for 
his own. And so began his cricket careei 
in 1954 at the age of 15 
The .statistics of his 17-year-long car¬ 
eer aren’t impressive A debut at Lord’s. 

1,056 runs liom .J9 Tests — an average 



of .10 6S runs and three centuries 

In the 1967-68 scries agaiiisi 
Austialia, Jai was diopped troiii the 
team Peev ed with the selectors he decid 
ed to quit Till C’handrashekhai wasiiiiu 
red Though India lost, Jai scored a perso¬ 
nal vietoiy' with 74 and 101 runs in the 
two innings 

Thcie wcic limes he could anchor the 
innings as well Like in the I960 match 
against the Aussics led by Richie 
Benaud. In what is a reeoid of sorts, he 
played on all fiw: days of the Calcutta 
Test. He came in <it No. 9 nearing the end 
of Day 1, remained 20 not out on Day 2. 
came back at number 4 tor the second 
innings on Day 3 and was eventually out 
at lunch time on Day 5. 

He quit after the 1971 tour of West 
Indies, which incidentally, was al.so Indi¬ 


a’s fust win against them This is also j 
the only time Gavaskai -—Jai’s gieal tan j 
— played w'llh him. 

His sons— Vivek, who like his lathci 
captained Hydeiabad and Vidyut —- 
were both good crickcteis. But neither 
reached the height then father attained, 
especially as captain. Followers ol the 
game feel he would have made an ideal 
captain. He certainly was the best cap¬ 
tain that India nev er had. 

He quit playing but he could not quit 
the game He came home to Hyderabad 
cricket as selector, adviser and coach 
and helped it reach the Ranji Trophy 
semi-finals twice in 1997-98 and this ' 
year 

He was buried with his 1959 > neket 
blazer wrapped around him. • 

Aiifn Smn ¥flih Smrita Kmil 
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TAMIL NADU 

Pass or fail? 

M. Kamnanidhi prepares a progress report on the performance of his MLAs 


U nlike Jayalalitha, Tamil Nadu chief minister M. 

Kamnanidhi does not believe that his party's 
MLAs and MPs should make themselves prostrate 
in front of him or that they should praise him to the 
high heavens. It appears that Kamnanidhi, instead, 
has a more scientific approach and believes in surveys and 
field investigations to achieve his goals. During a DMK con¬ 
clave last month, the CM fished out a two-page report card on 
his 171 MLA's. The report, prepared by an independent pro¬ 
fessional organisation, evaluate the performance of DMK 
MLAs in the last three years. 

With this move, the Tamil Nadu chief minister has notched 
up many firsts. For the first time in DMK’s history, and per¬ 
haps lor the first time for any political party in the country, 
Karunanidhi had appointed an independent professional body 
to evaluate tlie perfomiancc of his party’s MLAs in the stale. 
According to a senior DMK functionary "With Lok Sabha 
elections round the comer and Assembly elections hardly two 
years away, we had to evaluate the performance of our MLAs 
and what people think of them." The party functionary point¬ 
ed out that whatever be the nature ot the electoral alliance, 
there will always be a strong undercurrent of resentment 
among the average voter it the performance of an MLA or an 
MP IS not upto the mark. 

The report card lists the state government’s achievements 
in the past three years in the respective constituencies, the gric- 
vanccs of the hK'ai people, the demands and schemes which 
C( mid be i mplenientcd in the constituencies and the performan¬ 
ce of respective MLAs. In fact, the report card of a particular 
MLA pointed out that he was "siding with the administration 
and working against public interest". Jotted down beside the 
name of another MLA was the remaik' "You hardly vi.sit youi 
constituency, you are not making any effort to solve the pro¬ 
blem of the people." 

No doubt, MLAs who, according to the chief ministerial 
report card, have flunked have become furious. “Whoever did 
the survey has visited only three places in each constituency 
and how can they do a fair assessment?" asked one of them 
angrily Some have also demanded a revaluation of their pro¬ 
gress report. 

•It appears that these MLAs have little to worry about. This 
is because, even some of the ministers have not been spared. 
The reptirt is believed to have warned a particular minister 
that his son and wife are said to be interfering too miich in the 
activities of his department. Based on the observations made 
in the report, Karunanidhi is believed to have given a dressing 
down to a couple of his ministers. 

But who were the ones .sitting in judgement’’ Tfie rumour 
mill has it that letired officers from the state intelligence 

HARD TASKMASTER; Tamil Nadu chief minister M. 
Karunanidhi 
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this is the first time that a women’s group has adpted it as its 
line of business. All the members of this group from a village 
called Ghugumari once lived below poverty line and nearly 
half of them were illiterate. Today, all can read and write and 
the team has built up a corpus of Rs 55,f)00 even while giving 
away Rs 300 per month to each of the group’s 13 members. 

How do they spend the money they earn? "Mostly on 
children’s education," says Lakshmi Sarkar of Ghugumari. 
Her son runs a small tea shop, but her own income has made a 
world of difference to the family. She wants to draw her 
daughter-in-law into mat-making, hoping that her grand¬ 
children will get a better chance to study once the extra inco¬ 
me flows in. 

Lakshmi Das, leader of a group running a poultry farm at 
Balarampur village not far from Ghugmari, expressed similar 
sentiments. This group started off with ten members contribu¬ 
ting Rs 10 per month. Their miniscule farm got off the ground 
with just 25 chicks; today, Lakshmi and her girls look after 
3(M) birds, cam Rs 300 per month and have notched up a tidy 
capital of Rs 25,(X)0. And the money is still growing. 

"I want to build a better house, eat better food, make sure 
niy son is able to study beyond the Madhyamik level, and insu¬ 
re against luturc uncertainties," .says Sadhaiia Kar, one of the 
nioic vocal members of the farm. The women work in shifts, 
keep an watchful eye on their delicate stcx:k and arc constantly 
m touch with the local vet to guard against any outbreak of 
epidemic 

I'here aic 021 .ind 154 such DOWCR.4 groups in Jalpaigu- 
II and Cooch Behai, say B.C Bumian and Alok Sanyal, pro¬ 
ject oflicers in the two districts. Neinly 50 per cent of the 
groups in Jalpaiguri have succeeded .s.iys Barman, while in 
neighbouring Cooch Behar, project officer Sanyal is slightly 
more con.sei \ alive about the success rate "Groups in which 


the team spirit is high arc doing well," he says. 

What is remarkable is that all the three groups Sunday met 
were eager to diversify. While two were alre^y engaged in 
supplying food in addition to their main line of business, the 
poultry farmers of Balarampur were keen to set up a dau^. 
"And if that doesn’t work out, we would like to make and sell 
chicken and cattle feed," said Sadhana Kar. 

"DOWCRA is a two-pronged programme," explained 
Mingma Bhutia, assistant project officer, Jalpaiguri. "It is sup¬ 
posed to yield both economic and social benefits." And gains 
in the social balance sheet are indeed quite sub.stantia]. 

The personalities of the woman have been dramatically 
transformed. They are confident, vocal, assertive and take 
their own decisions. 

"Their status in their families have changed, " says Soma 
Gangopadhyay, assistant project officer, Cooch Behar. 
"Their husbands give them more importance and consult 
them before taking any important decision." 

And as literacy is a precondition for joining a DOWCRA 
group, the mental horizon of these women have opened up. "1 
am not afraid of talking to officers any more," says Sadhana. 
"If 1 have a problem or a proposal, 1 can just walk up to them 
and tell them what 1 want." 

The floodgates of initiative appears to have been thrown 
open, at least in the ca.se of some. And as they realise and pui- 
suc what IS good for them, they show a dear bias for small 
families and education." A son or a daughter? The sex doesn’t 
matter any more. We now realise that both are equally good," 
says Usha Kar, whose husband is saving for their son, and she 
for their daughter. 

Cleary, there are things that money does to the mind, and 
often they are gixKi. • 

Aniah Ouptm/Mpalgurf and Gooch Bmhar 


camp was organised to distribute artificial Jimbs 
frcc-of-cost. 

Between 16 June and 3 July, the makeshift ‘fitness’ cen¬ 
tre at Ranchi’s Mahatma Gandhi Hall became a buzz of 
activity. Around 4,500 artificial limbs, crutches, wheel¬ 
chairs and tricycles were distributed to people who could 



not bear fiw cost trf these instruments. These aniificia! {»o- 
sth^es gave aitow lease of itfe to pec^le who had virtorfly 
givtm up (he of evarmoving agato. 

For the beneiRciwies irfthc camp, it was no doubt a mov¬ 
ing experience. R^uveer Qtoudhaty had last his in, 
an accident way hack to 1971. Spe^ng to Sonoav, a 
visibly-moved Choudhary revealed his ties of gratitude. 
Similar sentiments were revealed by Riva, a studmit 
fixHnSasatam College, who had tost h«r leg in an accident 
u^ashe was toely tfoee. "A stogie artificial leg co^ Rs 
,5,000 to toe roaiket. 1 had to nxxmcile myself to go Without 
a leg and luul been itomtog on crutches because I didn’t 
ha^ the money fOT anything better," Riva pointed out. 

thektod of diiffcnence toe aid camp ma^ to toe lives of 
toe disabled was palpaMe. On toe concluding day, an old 
mffit was seen ^ggeiing cm to toe dais even witli^ hdp 
fiom anyone. Eyen.a lew days back, toe same man eouid 
nto walk as both his l^s wereout of action. 

At toe end of toe ctunp, Sitlmy said that he sonply wmit-.; 
ed to«&|evtoy person sti^tog on their own feet by toe end 
of this Century. He was also playing his card wito fit^sSe. 
"Look at tots Maulana, He was unable to move eVm a sm- 
gie mep as he lost his both le^s in an aeddetot. How he is 
maifclting like a soltoer," Sabay pohttedoot 
Whatwasin^^forSahayattoe^pfitall?AdaiuL 
iim bvatiem, and iqipredation, eves from his politick 
acfimriwes. • 
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TELEVISION 



^IUBHRA GUPTA 


■'I 


The real thing 


^ Docu-drama is the new rage on the tube 


||||| 0 (m-<ltama seenu to be G)e thing of the moment Two 
pnaw«tinw shows. Missing on Sony and 
Agnidokm on Zee, are indicative of the genre’s growing 
po^Mity. Mia's Most Wanted begun on 2^ last year 
soon hdcalne the channel'snsost watched {^giwmes and 
Bkaitwar, which Sony started with some trq[ndation wd 
not too much advolising. was also qutofc to attract a (hver* 
to audirace •— from middle-aged laides in bastis to the 
well-heeled inban sofMsticate. 

Missing, as the name suggests, focuses on the stories of 
those who go missing. We’ve all known or heard of people 
Who. inexplicably, vanish. Some walk out of unhtqrpy mar¬ 
riage and otter domestic situations; mters leave for rea- 
scois best known to themselv^. 

Dirpctod by Ken Ghosh and anchored by Jackie Shroff, 
Missing tries to piece the tale together by talking to those 
diatweto left behind, concerned police officials and organi¬ 
sations. The ^fect could be stetling. During last week’s 



CAT^IMKIK; India’s Most Wanted 


episode, a doctor who’d been missing for several years cal- 
. 1^ in a^ watching the first part of the progranune to Nay 
tiud he’d gone of his own free will, was well, but had no 
intention of coming back home. 

Jackie Shroff does an emotive job of fronting the show. 
But thwe's something missing from it — it’s a little drab 
and somewhat disconnected. We’re not advocating IMW* 
style melodrama whose Iwaveheart anchorman Sobaib 
Ilyasi chases aiminals at breadtless sptod. We're asking 
for a little more feeling which would bring us closer to the 
characters, a quality that toe best of B/ioMH'or displays. 

Agnichakra, produced by the cmce-again prolific Vima 
; Nateht, ce-create$ aiminal cases, solved and unsolved, : 

w^ the intentton of underlining toe futility of such acticm. 

, The first episode was about two boys who run away from 
home, lose their money, and unwillingly, commit a mur¬ 
der. It was effemive, if a litfle to6 loud. • 
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ASSAM 

Security threat? > 

A human rights worker is held under NSA 
for issuing a statement on Kashmir 

T he undeclared war in Kargil has had a strange fall out in 
the north-east. Asish Gupta, a journalist and human 
rights activist, has been put behind bars for issuing a 
press release on the Kargil conflict. 

Asish Gupta, 43, is the secretary-general of toe North-east 
Coordination Committee on Human Rights (NECOHR) and 
editor of the Assamese magazine Bitarka. According to B. 
Goswami, chairman of Manab Adhikar Sangram Samity 
(MASS), a human rights organisation of Assam, he was held 
for having issued a NECOHR communique on 5 June at 
Itnphal. 

The statement demanded an end to the wai' and said, 
"NECOHR strongly believes that only Kashmiri people have ^ 
the right to decide their own future and this is not in the hands 
of India or Pakistan to interfere in this decision." 

After he returned to Guwahati, Gupta was called to the 
Chandman police station for interrogation on 10 June, follow¬ 
ing which he was allowed to go home. But he was asked to 
come again the next day. 

When he went to the police station for the second time, he 
was told that there were instructions from higher officials to 
detain him He was arre.stcd and sent to the Guwahati District 
Jail on 12 June under judicial cu.stody Later, he was booked 
under the Nalional Security Act. 

According to Gtiswami, the police had questioned him 
mainly regarding the press statement He was also charged 
with publishing an article by a leader of the United Liberation 
Front of A.som (ULFA). 

The MAS.S chairman, who was in Calcutta to participate in 
an all-India seminar on civil liberties organi.sed by the As.soci- 
ation for Protection of Democratic Rights (APDR) on 3 and 4 
June, claimed that Gupta’s arrest followed a "pattern of haras¬ 
sment" of human rights activists in Assam He gave .several 
recent instances. 

On 4 Apni, Nripen Sarma. chairman of the Patacharkuchi 
unit of MASS, was allegedly killed by the police. On 8 June, 
Amaol Konwar, secretary of the Melamara unit of MASS and 
the reporter of a local daily, was arrested in Golaghat district. 

Goswami alleged that some "secret killers" had also been 
targeting human rights workers. On 27 Apnl, they picked up 
Nabin Tamuli, adviser of the Tinsukia district of MASS, from 
his house, He remains untraced till now. 

The first victim of the "secret killers" had been Parag 
Kumar Das, the founder secretiuy-general of MASS and edi¬ 
tor of the daily, Asomiya Pratidin. He was assassinated when 
he went to pick up his son from school. 

In a report published in May, MASS commented, "The deli¬ 
berate targeting of human rights defenders worsen toe already 
serious human rights situation in the state." It also complained 
that "in this situation, MASS has repeatedly knocked toe 
doors of state judiciary and the state and national commis¬ 
sions on human rights, but failed to get any satisfactory 
response." • 
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ARIES 


(2! Man h-20 April) 

T he good intentions of 
so-called friends 
shouldn’t be taken for 
granted. Acquaintances may 
be cultivating more intimacy 
with you for dubious 
motives. If you feel that such 
people are snooping or going 
too far in their inquiries 
regarding your private 
affair, it is best to call a halt. 

TAURUS 


(21 April-20 May) 

I t IS not the best time for 
finalizing property 
transactions. By waiting for 
some more time, hidden 
problems may emerge that 
could even make you change 
your mind completely. 
Unscrupulous people may 
attempt to pull the wool over 
your eyes. Contacts in the 
business world are more 
likely to break. 

GEMINI 


1 (21 MaY-20June) 

'' ^^ou should not get carried 
I away by the implications 
of actiims performed by 
people in authority. They are 
quite likely to reverse 
previous rulings, or act in 
erratic and unpredictable 
ways. Tax and insurances 
affairs should be dealt with 
promptly. Problems will 
only multiply if you put 
aside these matters. 

CANCER 


(21 June-20 July) 

Y ou can make an excellent 
impression on influential 
people. Lucrative 
deals can be forged with 
. multinationals or other big 
commercial companies. 

Now is the time when your 
past efficiency and current 
reputation can stand you in a 
g(^ stead. 


LEO 


(21 July-20 August) 

Y OU should be feeling in 
control of things and on 
top of the world. Your 
cheerful mood can be 
infectious. Certainly people 
in positions of power and 
authority should respond 
well to your positive 
approach. You can now win 
influential allies and 
support. 


LIBRA_ 


(21 Seplember-20 October) 

Y ou will probably be 
carried along on a wave 
of excitement and 
enthusiasm. It should 
certainly be easier to 
convince others of the 
viability of your plans and 
projects. In fact, you may be 
overwhelmed with offers of 
support and active assistance 
for cun ent schemes and 
undertakings. 



VIRGO 

SCORPIO 

(21 Augusi-20 .September) 

1 eave as little to chance as 
Impossible where journeys 
are concerned. It will be 
easier to tread on the toes of 
loved ones. Be more 
sensitive to their feelings 
and heeds. Casual flirtations 
are likely to fizzle out almost 
before they have begun. 

(21 Oetoher-20 November) 
BAake sure you do nothing 

1 wito further irritate 
grumpy family members. 

You will receive little thanks 
for trying to take such people 
out of gloom. Unexpected 
hold-ups and complications 
can bedevil business 
activities. 


SAGITTARIUS 


(2! November-20 December) 

C aution and patience can 
bring benefits. Do not 
rely on your own limited 
knowledge and experience 
in legal affairs. Influentiai 
people may try to fob you off 
with empty words or phoney 
promi.ses. Showing off in 
front of business or 
professional colleagues will 
do nothing lor your 
reputation 

CAPRICORN 


l2l Dereniher-20 January) 

i f you have lagged behind 
schedule at work, there 
should he opportunities for 
catching up. Or, there may 
be the chance to increase 
earnings. It may be 
nece.^sary to embellish the 
facts or tell white lies in an 
attempt to make people sit 
up and listen. This may be 
the only way you can draw 
attention to pressing issues. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 January-20 February) 

P eople in key positions 
probably will not mind 
being disturbed if there is a 
pressing need to speak to 
them on an urgent issue. But 
even though this is the case, 
you may do well to try to 
handle emergencies or other 
situations by yourself. 
Family members appear to 
be in a spirit of agreement 
and giKidwill. 

PISCES 


(2i hebtiuuy-20 March) 

Y ou probably do not need 
anyone else to tell you 
how finely balanced your 
financial situation is. A 
couple of mi.stakes or 
miscalculations could bring 
the whole works ciushing 
down. You simply cannot 
allow yourself the luxuries 
of doing business. 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


Pipped to the 
poet 

■ Major changes are tip¬ 
ped to take place in the 
Central Board of Customs 
and Excise. 

Although the current 
chairman, S.D. Mobile, has a 
year left for his term, he may 


HEARD AT FKX;i 


govMfiiiMrat oen a Riibni iieha 


AN INDUSTRIALIST 



says a two-year term is not 
enough for any WTO chief 
to do much. Also, he wants 
to know clearly which half 
of the term he will hold — 
because the second term is 
the one where you can posi¬ 
tion your people and argue 
for an extension. 

Doesn't this sound like 
Indian politicians quarrel¬ 
ling? Power politics doesn’t 
change. 


Shatnighan Slnha: 
backing daric hors* 

be sent back and another 
chaimian appointed. The 
question is who. The .senior- 
most is B.P. Verma, but 
there is speculation that he 
may be pipped to the post by 
someone four places junior 
to him. 

The likely candidate. 
A.M. Pra.sad, currently mem¬ 
ber (personnel ), has the back¬ 
ing of several BJP members 
from Bihar, including 
Shatnighan Sinha, The finan¬ 
ce minister is also from 
Bihar. Expect the changes to 
take place any time. 


Power dame 

■ So the problems over 
the captaincy of the 
World Trade Organisation 
are being ironed out with the 
Thai and the Australian can¬ 
didates virtually agreeing to 
share the I'our-ycai term. 

But Supachai Panitchpak- 
di. the Thai candidate, has 
out a sDoke in the wheel. He 


Starting a new series 


Essar 


■ What tb* group dous: An industrial 
conglomerate with interests in steel, shipping, oil & gas. 
power and telecommunications. 


■ What isn't doing woii: Essar steel began with the 
best possible intentions—entering a core area just when 
government liberalised—and briefly, even did well 

But then there was massive expansion of capacity, not 
enough of a market and a crash in international steel 
prices. Combined with an industrial recession in India, 
Essar desperately began casting around for help Its 
finances went into a tailspin. 

Now, the group is in the process of restructuring itself 
so that it stays creditworthy. 


■ Whot is: Essar Telecom, if it is given half a chance by 
the government, Because of the enormous confusion over 
the telecom policy, private telecom companies have lost a 
lot of initiative and money. 

However, Essar has a collaboration with Swisscom in 
the ceilular sector and holds licences for both basic and 
cellular services for an important sector in India. But this 
will take time 


■ Ths Isadsrship: The Ruia family are the leading 
lights. They were involved in some controversy recently 
because an official in the finance ministry was said to be in 
league with them. However, if they don’t keep sending all 
their profits abroad, they might be able to retrieve their 
group from the red zone 


But when? 

■ A worthy successor is 
being appointed to a 
post held by N.K. .Singh. 

S. Sundareshan, joint 
secretary in the department 
of economic affairs, was 
brought to the Centre during 



N.K. Singh: Inavlng a 
vacuum 

the United Front govern¬ 
ment by G.K. Moopanar. 

He is now being appoint¬ 
ed minister (economic 
affairs) at the Indian mission 
in Tokyo, a job once held by 
.Singh. Sundareshan is a fine 
otficcr, known for his 
integrity. 

The question is when will 
this vacancy be filled. The 
government has a candidate, 
but he is too junior. And it is 
possible that the post may be 
kept vacant until this officer 
is empanelled. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


1^ imam's Mtfc# 

■ In contrast to Kapil 
Dev, Ajay Jadcja will 
definitely campaign for papa 
Daulat Singh Jadeja’s elec¬ 
tion. The seniOT Jadeja has 
already been a Lok Saliva 
MP from the Congress for 
three terras. 

The only problem is that 
this time. the Con^s is 
more inclined to give the 
seat to Ajay. When this sug¬ 
gestion was pul to Ajay, 
threw up his hands in alarm. 


HEARD IN SRINAGAR 

Hi* Pakistanis are hospitiAle 
people. So we’re semUng them 
to hospital 

A SOLDIER'S COMMENT WHEN ASKED HOW 
THE KARGIL BATTLE WAS PROGRESSING 



Ajay Jsd«|a; another bsN 

game 

Oh, but I wiint to be captain 
of the Indian cricket team, he 
cried, not an MP in the Lok 
Sabha. 

In any case, the general 
impression is that the son 
will have to work hard if the 
"lather wants to win, becau,se 
without Ajay’s campaign, 
the Congress has no chance 
of winning the seat. 


Boyonii control? 

■ How to handle K^il 
is a major problem for 
the BJP chief nunisters. 

The Ctmgress chief nnini- 
sters have a relittively ea.sicr 
task: all they have to do is to 
criticise die central govern¬ 
ment for its blindness to Iiitb- 
a‘s safety; 

But BJP CMs have to 
make threatening noises 
^KHit Pakistan, as well as 
lefeod their PM. Not an easy 
ta,sk. 

Ttdce Kaiysm Sinjidt. 
When he goes to attend the 
erenudons of brave soldier.s, 
he dwmJers about how PaM- 


slan mu^a be taught a iesscm. 

But it is difficult to shrug 
off that mood. At the recent 
chief ministers’ conference 
in Delhi, Singh forgot that 
the PM’.s stand is that India 
will not cross the LoC. At the 
meeting, he called for retalia¬ 
tion against Pakistan. "Kah 
tak lashe ginte rahenge 
(How many dead bodies will 
it take for us to retaliate)'.’" 

The PM is embarrassed by 
Singh’s statement. How 
many more such statements 
will it take before Kalyan 
Singh is replaced? 


Coup III Cliliia 

■ For the unbelievers 
and the cynics, who 
feel India can do nothing 


right, here is news. We have 
an excellent intelUgmre 
-g^ering sy.stem. 

It may not have worked in 
Kargil, but it did in China! 
The taped conversations bet¬ 
ween the Pakistan Army 
chief, Piurez Musharraf, and 
hi.s officws — four in ^1 — 
recorded during Musharraf s 
visit to China at the height of 
the Kiu'gii operation, were 
executed by the Research 
and An^ysis Wing 
(R&AW) of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

Contrary to general 
impressioh that the 
were a gift to India from the 
United S^httes, the recordings 
were actually doneby Indian 
intfiUigtstce operatives, Two 
of the transcripts provide 
important imights into the 


C H E C K - L I S T 


Thinking actresses: the new crop 


■ Kp|«l: A good actress and a sensible girl. Enjoys 
reading, Is ready to discuss classical music and has a view 
on socMty and politics. 


■ IHMjNt nwH;: Speaks on everything arid has a great 
deal to say about ever^dhing. a suspicious personality trait 
at the best of times. But she’s a competent actress and has 
just turned producer, proving she's no airhead. 


■ M i wtai M i lkaii^Atet wasvwittenm 
magadnes abbut her weakness for alcohol and her 
empty-headedness. But Kokaia is not a bimbette. She 
comes from ah intense^ political backgrouiidi^ speaks 
hermlnd. , ' 


tyed Inttiflgent leading lady of the two 
mctUsssa HuTu Tu, can conduct an 
Nooonanysu^ect 


IP fikHt The doe- 
latest Gtihar films, i 
interesfirtg converse 


uneasy relatkinship between 
the Pak Prime Minister, 
Nawaz Sharif, and the Pak 
Army. 

The othor two arc in the 
goveramrat’s possession 
but acrrording to sources, "do 
not contain anything of 
consequence". 

Fra 27 yems, nothing h^- 
pened in the Kargil m'ea, lead¬ 
ing to a combined army 
command-intelligence failu¬ 
re When Pakistan attacked. 
But medals must also be giv¬ 
en to the R&AW personnel 
for their China coup. 


Milky mattor 

■ Evciy time someone 
writes a profile on 
Raj<»h Pilot, he never fails to 
remind the reader that he had 
starred out life as a humble 
gawala (milkman). He has 
indeed come a long way 
from the days wiwn he used 
to deliver milk on Ids cycle. 

But recently. Pilot was 
seen perusing a cqjy of his 
bill from the Delhi Gymkha¬ 
na Club. Before any ques¬ 
tions could be aske4 Pilot 
quickly smd that be was look¬ 
ing at Ms bill for "milk pro¬ 
ducts". He flien shed light on 
an hitherto unknown facet of 



■ T«ni Pwnl^wMlat Has just wrtfien a book and has 
acted m such inteillgent movies as Bombay Boys, dust the 
llttlest Ifit pretsnfious. something she vrill be cured of, the 
minu& she comes into mainstrem cinema. 


Delhi's elite club; "You get 
the best milk products drere.* 

Perhaps. But that does not 
quite expWn PUot’s meeting 
with P.A. San^na just a day 
before dte rebel left toe par¬ 
ty. The two were seen lunch¬ 
ing at the Gymkhana. 

Now of course Pdot will 
tell us that Sangma went 
there for the milk products! • 






















UlMMiinous 

choice 

a As Kai|(ir nearly 
reaches a SKrtutioa, 
political parties are not lott¬ 
ing beyond the war, to the 
election. 

In Delhi, for the BJP, the 
biggest problem i« what to 



HEARD IN ISLAMABAD 

Bill orttors and Miff obays 

ANGRY MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALISTS, 
SHOUTING SLOGANS AT NAWAZ SHARIF’S 
CAPITULATION TO US PRESIDENT BILL 
CLINTON 





KivHOavinatkmalllMMi 

do with the South Delhi scat. 
Earlier this seat was held by 
Sushnta Swaraj. Now she 
has declared that she won’t 
contest. From the BJP’s 
point of view, this i.s a tough 
seat. So who will the party 
field from here? 

One of the options being 
considered is cricketer Kapil 
Dev. He will be a .sure-fire 
winner and the Congress 
can’t seriously think of opprr- 
sing him. Kapil has even 
won the RSS’s approval by 
his statement that India 
should not play cricket with 
Pakistan after the way it has 
treated our jowinis {see 
'Profile'). They are working 
on him vja Kirti Aead, 
Kapil’s colleague and a par¬ 
ty member. 

But the Congress has 
appioached Kapil as well. 
Now, it only remains for the 
Left parties to propose Dev’s 
name and he can enter the 


Lok Sabhu as a national 
MP. 


InQod'ciiiHiic 

■ M you thought that 
Ram Jethmalani had 
served a stint as the minister 
of urban development, think 
again. 

While serving his term at 
Nimtal Bhavan, Jethmalani 
laid the foundation stone for 
a temple at Noida, a Delhi 
suburb. Nothing wrong with 
that. Except that recentiy the 
same ministry had approved 
of a toll bridge to be built 
there — and the temple site 
happened to fall right in the 
middle of the proposed 
bridge. 

Now the builders can’t go 
ahead with their constrac- 
tion plans because the land is 
being claimed by tite 
templewallahs, who even 


C H E C K - L 1 S T 


What to do with Kargil: the dilemma of 
political parties 

■ KushaMiau ThaitMi: The BJP president wants to 
turn the war into the BJP’s political plank. ‘We're going to 
play up all the good things this government has done, he 
says. 


■ Muslim intstisctttirtm Why are Muslims always 
being asked to prove their loyalty to India? We're totally 
with India. It is very wrortg of Pakistan to talk In terms of 
‘jehad’. Islam is a very tolerant religion. Our soldiers are 
dying. It is India which has been aggressed against. 


■ RSS: India must send/atoasto Pakistan Occupied 
Kashmir and settle this issue once for all. Our soldiers 
should not sacrifice their lives In vain. 


■ CoiiBruM: We want the intelligence failure 
investigated. We want a Rajya Sabha session to discuss 
Kargil {see 'ManhTalk), 


■ 'nw LufI: White we support the government in the 
war, we cannot overlook .flje failure of InteHlgence. 


havie a stone bearing Jdh* 
msM’s mm to prove their 
periht, 

So, if the people of Noida 
want thdr toll bridge, they 
better start praying. Because 
tiiere seems to nothing ' 
else they can do. 


OwB«r’s|irlfto 

■ If you’re not invited to 
the next party Suresh 
Kalmadi hosts in his house, 
justcuriupand die. 

Kalmadi'.s house, on Del¬ 
hi’s Kamaraj Lane, behind 
the British high commissio¬ 
ner’s residence, is a monu¬ 
ment to innate good ta.ste. 
something C.ongres,smen are 
not generally known to have. 

He has put in his own 
money to land.scapc the 
extensive gardens. He’s put 
in a parquet floor and the 
back verandah has been giv¬ 
en a log-hut effect, with 
hundreds of tiny lanterns 
hanging from the roof, 
which, when lit up, look stu¬ 
pendous. Everything is 
expensive but doesn’t jar 
and is in keeping with the 



turMh KiUmMlI: (food 
taoto 

grace of Lutyens’ Delhi. 

Most MPs treat their resid¬ 
ences in Delhi as transit 
accommodation, both for 
them^lves and their consti¬ 
tuents. The conlra,st to Kal¬ 
madi's house is right there, a 
few houses away: defence 
minister George Femtuides’' 
residence, which lust.;, no-; 
gates, an unkemjri 
and is overflowing wim dus- 
iy files, posters and p^xu-s. • 
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DHL, tl le fiisl air express eompanv to deliver from Asia to the United States, introduees f irst. It’s the easy way to pel 
just about anything to the USA. Vie’ll piek up your package, organise customs clearance and expR'.ss deliver it door 
to floor anvwhere in the US for o'le low Hal lee*. So for export macie easy to the USA, the first company to call i.s DHl.. 

*(lusl(>in!> ilulic.s not ini liulcit. 
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For enquiries contact’ Mumbai 8505050/8515151, Delhi’ 91-348000, Calcutta 2836936, Chennar 8553045/47, Bangalore’ 5588855. 
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THEIR LIVES IN KARGIL, 
BUT FOR OORS. 


• Squadron taader Aj^ Ahuja • Flight Liautenant S MuhHan • Sergeant PVNR Prasad • Squadron Leader Rajiv 
Pundir • Sergsam Klshore Sahu • Nalb Subedar Lai Chwid • Havaldar Khazan Singh • Mapr Rajesh S. 
Adhikari • Deputy Ccmmandant Sukhbir Singh Vbdav • LnKe Naik Hera Singh • Sipahi Qang^ing Konyak 

• Lance Naik RMieeh Chand • Subedar Lai Singh • Haraldar Surender Singh • Major Mart^opan ^rcnranan 

• Lance Havaldar ^unandar Singh Hooda • Lance Havaldar Ramkumar • Captain P.V. VUuam • Lieutenant 
Colcmel Viswanathan • Squadron Leader 0]ha • Sepoy Bajinder Singh • Jawan Arvind Kumar Pandey • Naik Siv 
Basaya • Major Kamlesh Prasad.... 


Baron humbly contributas Rs. 100 on ovary 
Aiwa hi-fi music systam and CTV sold towards 
tho familias of our dapartad patriots. 



BARON 


aiuia 



KARGIL: ALL THE QUESTIONS YOU WANTED ANSWERS TO 



From shaky 
coalition leader 
to strong and 
popular Prime 
Minister: A.B. 
Vajpayee 
rides the 
victory wave 






Can this 


i 









FIGHTINa FOR 
THEIR LIVES IN KAROIL, 
BUT FOR OURS. 


• Squadron t,Midar • Fllgm Lieutenant S. Muhitan • Sergeant PVNR Prasad • Squadron Leader Raiiv 

Pundir • SergqadL Rad K^hon • Nalb Subedar Lai Chand a Havaldar Khazan Singh • Major Rajesh S 
Adhikart a Oorritnaridaht Sukhbir Singh Vkdav • Lance Naik Hera Singh • Sipahi Gangling Konyak 

• Utnoe NeUt fmaah Chand • &ibedar Lai Singh • Havaldar Surander Singh • Major Manappan Saravanan 

• Lance Havaldar Santander S|ngh Hooda « Lance Havaldar Ramkumar • Captain PV Vikram * Lieutenant 

Cotonal VkHMUtadian • Scaiadron Leader O^a • Sepoy Bajlnder Singh * Jawan Arvind Kumar Pandey • Naik Siv 
Saeaya • Major Kamleeh Pn»ad. 
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THEATRE 

In the Bard’s own corniby 

DanccA from Kei ala take a Kathakalt 
adaptation ot King Leario Shakespeare’s 
Olobe 32 


COVER STO RY ffil 

Can this man be defeated? 

T loin shak> coalition Icatlii to strong and jMipuJai Prune 
Ministci Atal Behan Vajpayet iidcs the vitloty wave 


IBUSINESb/ECONO MYBS 

Business with pleasure 

fhe Sydney Olympics could be 
an excellent opportunity to boost 
Indo-Austialian trade 



MAN) TALK 
Mdni Shankdi Aiyar 

PO W I H PI AY 
Ra)iv6hukla 

rni SOUTH BLOCK 
tnderMiihotra 
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; TRAVEL jg 

The river sutra 

Ciuising down the Ganga 
thiough six distncts and eight 
centunes 


Pnnted and puhlislwd toi ABP Ltd by Bi|tt Kumat 6asu and pr t tod ot ts 
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SrtnagaiexOalhiandTiipuia <'0paiaa nodh aaotam states lOpaisc 
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Time to change 


Wie cover story Can they 
I save Indian cricket'^ 


(11—17 July) deserves prai¬ 
se for irtcisive analysis of the 
politics of captaincy. It's 
time the BCCI shunned poli¬ 
tics to find a replacement for 
Azharuddin. The days of 
Azharuddin is over H.'has 
done his bit and tim* has 
come to change the 
leadership. 


Ajay Jadeja should be the 
right choice. He has proved 
his mettle when assigned 
with the job earlier. He is 
cool, confident and has the 
ability to motivate his team¬ 
mates. Azharuddin had 
always been aloof, never 
communicated with his col¬ 
leagues. But Jadeja always 
interacts with his colleagues. 
His poi.se and equanimity are 
what we need from a captain. 
Reran Cftetter/ee, SUigurl 
(Weal Bengal) 

■It’s time the BCCI gives 
the mantle of captaincy to 
Sachin Tendulkar again. 
Sachin is a level-headed 
cricketer and has matured a 
lot since he was r.plieved of 
the captaincy. He has the tal¬ 
ent to lead the team. He is 
capable of planning accord¬ 
ing to the strength of his 
team. Indian cricket team 
badly needs the genius Bom¬ 
bay bomber as the captain. 
Namrata Khanna, Naw Delhi 




Futile 

endeavour 


■ would say replacing the 
name Calcutta with Kolka- 
ta wouldn’t be a Holy Grail 
for Bengali culture (Talk of 
the Town, 20—26 June). 

The richness and heritage of 
a culture doesn’t come by 
changing one name to anot - 
her. A culture consists in the 
art, philosophy, science, and 
technology and develop¬ 
ment of the people. So what 
IS necessary is transforma¬ 
tion in the perception and atti¬ 
tude of the people. 

Changing a name to ano¬ 
ther wouldn’t bring about 
any change in such matters. 

It only leads to confusion 
and extravaganza. Wem’t 
the names of Madras and 
Bombay changed into 
Chennai and Mumbai respec¬ 
tively and what glory it has 
brought in’ 

Carry on the crusade to 
reform the citizens and again¬ 
st all types of miscreants 
who are bent on tarnishing 
culture. And do not 
waste your energy on petty 
and trifle talks. Retain the 
name Calcutta as it is still 
beautiful. 

Joby Mathew, Shillong 
(Meghalaya) 


Unity In 
diversity 

I t is a spontaneous response 
of a nation to meet the chal¬ 
lenges of evil designs of a 
treacherous neighbour 
People's war, 4—10 July). 

It is real unity in diversity 
—the show of unity, streng¬ 
th and support to the Jawans. 
It is the people and not any 
political party that could 
take credit for it. If political 
parties are patriotic, they 
shouldn’t destory it by bring¬ 
ing in casteist, communal, 
religious or regional senti¬ 
ments. They should fight the 
election battle on the basis of 


policies, programmes and 
plans. 

A. Jacob Sahayam, Vellore 
(Tamil Nadu) 

Irresponsible 

action 


F rom the way Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi is behaving, it is clear 
that Congress leaders are 
lost at the quick turn of 
events and prospects of los¬ 
ing elections. The BJP-led 
coalition had performed well' 
(Sparring parties, 4—10 
July). Economy has register¬ 
ed an upswing. Inflation has 
been checked. 

The BJP-led coalition 
wanted immediate election 
after the Lok Sabha was dis¬ 
solved. Congress and the 
Leftists wanted the election 
around September. When 
Congress and Communists 
were clamouring for delayed 
elections, did they have the 
interest of the nation in 
mind? How can a caretaker 
government run a nation? 
Still, election commission 
sided with the Congress, 

Now the effect of the 
bungling by Congress, Lef¬ 
tists and election commis¬ 
sion IS for all to sec Instead 
of standing by the BJP 
government, Sonia Gandhi 
and her party supported by 
the Leftists are singing differ¬ 
ent tunes. They indirectly 
aided Pakistan to confuse the 
national effort to repulse the 
Pakistani attack. Can there 
be more irresponsible 
action by those who want to 
rule India? 

R.K. Man!, Mangalore 
(Karnataka) 


Biased view 


T he columnist has raised a 
question over the pur¬ 
pose of Jaswant Singh presid¬ 
ing over the release of the 
tapes of conversation bet¬ 
ween senior armed forces 
personnel of Pakistan (Who 
next for Prime Minister? 

4—10 July). Well, nothing 
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new for the columnist who 
cannot see any rationale with 
any act of the BJP 
government. 

The columnist writes that 
the Congress having been in 
office for 45 of the last 52 
years of Independence is the 
natural party of governance 
and the alliance led by the 
BJP, on the other hand, is an 
amalgam of those who have 
spent but seven of the last 52 
years in government. This 
reminds me of the argument, 
which Kauravas gave before 
the war of Mahabharata, that 
the Pandavas have spent a 
large part of their life in 
Banavaas. Kauravas are the 
natural miens of the king¬ 
dom. With this logic, there is 
no need for any elections and 
let the Congress be allowed 
torule(ormismle)for 
eiernity. 

Satya Bhuahan Verma, New 
Delhi 

■The columnist tries to 
advocate the merits of his 
party over the mling coali¬ 
tion by claiming that the elec- 
luiate IS not overtly concern¬ 
ed about the capacity of the 
prime ministerial candidate 
to perform, but that of the 
leader to be able to success¬ 
fully carry his team with 
him The columnist must be 
aware that only a tried and 
tested politician (which 
Sonia Gandhi is not) can 
accomplish this task 

The columnist also con¬ 
tends that Sonia Gandhi has 
an iron grip on her party 
while Vajpayee couldn't 
coordinate his various allies 
to form a stable government. 
He should dti well to remem¬ 
ber that the current govern¬ 
ment would not have fallen, 
but for the machinations of 
the lady of 10 Janpath, who 
precipitated the political 
instability, and who is depen¬ 
dent on a cotenc of failed 
politicians to maintain her 
iron grip on the parly. La.st 
but not the least, politicizing 
the Kargil war is in extreme¬ 
ly bad taste. We can have 
post-mortem , but 



Indian artlltoiy firing at tlM Mwmy posHloiis In Oras: 


only after the war is over. 
Doing otherwise is tanta¬ 
mount to mockery of the 
supreme sacrifice that our 
soldiers have rendered 
AmbarMallIck, Calcutta (Weal 
Bengal) 

Armchair 

analysis 

W hile our soldicis battl¬ 
ed in the highly inac¬ 
cessible terrain undei ath el¬ 
se weather conditions saci di¬ 
cing then iises foi our 
country, intense armchaii 
analysis of the w ai continues 
unabated (Living im the 
edge, i.V-19June). While- 
unanimity is being shown in 
supporting oui .soldiers, it's 
inexcusable that the govern¬ 
ment and the masses are turn¬ 
ing a blind eye to the plight 
of the migrants from the war- 


tom areas who are also 
casualties of the Kargil 
conflict, 

SuNOAV deserves kudos 
for highlighting the plight of 
the migrants from Kargil, 
Dras, Pandraas, Matyan, 
Khurboo, Goshen and othei 
villages affected by the wai 
Having lived for years with 
the dread of wai hanging like 
the sword of Damocles over 
their heads, it’s no wonder 
that they have reached the 
end of theii tether. 

It's surprising that the 
government is shirking its 
responsibility. It’s a pity that 
these migrants arc left to 
fend for themselves today. If 
it weien’t for the magnanimi¬ 
ty and love extended to them 
by the nearby villagers espe¬ 
cially those from Zanskar 
valley, the plight of these 
hapless war victims leaves 
much to be desired. The 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 
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Contributtcl l»v Dttsupta. Calcutta (Waft Bangal) 


government’s indifference 
to their woes shouldn’t 
kindle the dormant insurgen¬ 
cy in Kashmir again. 

Nallnl Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 

Malicious 

account 

T he profile on P. A Sang- 
ma (C/ieer.t, 30 May—5 
June) IS reflective of the typi¬ 
cal chauvini.stic attitude of 
the so-called mainstream 
Indians towards the margi¬ 
nal identities which, as a mat¬ 
ter of fact, justifies and 
explains the awareness of 
alienation among the people 
living in these regions of the 
country. To define P.A 
Sangma in terms of some eli¬ 
cited and streotyfted patterns 
is nothing but an extremely 
malicious attempt to denigra¬ 
te the entire cultural identity 
of the ethnic people of the 
north-east. 

It is absolutely opprobri¬ 
ous to describe the north¬ 
eastern people as incapable 
of intellectual activity and 
ignorant of social propriety. 
Above all. the write-up goes 
to the extent of ridiculing the 
look of Sangma for the rea¬ 
sons that his is not the kind of 
look that the cow-belt Indi¬ 
ans would approve of. 

1 wonder a.s to how we 
should speak in English. 

Like Mamata Banerjee? 
Laloo Prasad? or like Deve 
Gowda? 

Jyotirmoy ProdhanI, 
Golakgang (Aaaam) 
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MILESTONES 


AimoimmAs. 

£)otata8«Mefofth«! 
R6&eardt and Analy^a 
Win* (RAW). He 

Arv^xui Dave 
whota](es(^icea5 
Gktvemoi of Annuchal 
Piradcsh. 

APPOHmOiProf 1,S, 
Rajput, a!> direcUwof 
NCERT. He succeeds 
Prol A K Shaina. 

OHO: Rajendra Kuma*, 
72. on 12 July, in 
Bombay He was 



popularly refened to as 
•Jubilee Ktng' for a string 
of hits m the SOs and 60s. 


SIGHTglsOUND 


MOOI^ VDU UK& ID DDhUcrs 
WR KAR&ti. ? 





MAYA RAMATH fHCA*ilANAni- 


■ The Mujahideen aim oi capturing Kargil wav to draw world atlentioii to Kashniii. m winch they 
have succeeded I hcieloie wc appealed to ihc'in to give diplomacy a chance as the woi’d tcKus is 
back on Kashniii 

Nawaz S h \ R I f Puki\Uin Pnnu Mttnsfit m f/u n of infiltmff t s fn m K(tti tl 

H Vaipayeep should talk less of the I aliore Dedaiation and spend moie time ensuring the safet' 
ol the people in lammu and Kashmir 

IC A I' I I S I B A 1 Ml ( spoki swum mtu lowi, ilu HM s raiionuU i>lpn>\ uliin Hif< pi(s\iii>( h ih kiir)(il 
i>Unul< f s 

■ There is no secular communal divide now 1 he cone cpt died the day Jav alalitha was certified 
seculai and the DMK t ommuiial 


omi Janardhan 
Thakur, veteran 
journalist and political 
analyst, on 12 July fin 
Bombay. He was 64. He 
had authored several 
books including All The 
Prime Minister's Men 

QRAlim): to Cromak 
Research Inc., in New 
Jersey, a ptUrmt for the 
use of kaiela, jnmm and 
bnnjal as anti-diidietic 
agents. 


Ram Vll AS PaSWAN lomuu i)iil Imdt > 

■ Kargil will have an impact on expenditure 
budget... But 1 am confident that during the 
current year it will be possible to manage excess 
expenditure without excessive impact on the 
economy. 

YASHWANI SlNHA pnanu minnii i 

■ We hope that these elections will bring political stability to India Frequent change of 
government docs affect foreign-investor confidence 



SRLBeraO: 

Bhaichung Bhutia, to 
]riay some pre-season 
matches for England" $ 
first division club 
Fulham FC 


Rob Young Bnmh IhkIi 1 ommiwwm) lo India 

■ I am an extremist My love tor my wife, my child and my films borders on the pathological 
Shah Rukh Khan filmuai 
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Smart queries and smarter replies mark a panel discussion in Bombay 



IT’S QUIZ TIME; Mcmjrekat nunufitpuraml Teiululkat at tin < hat 


T here was ina'.ter blaster Sachin Icndulkai There 
was cnckcter-tumed-comnientatoi Sanjay Man) 
rekai And there was Ra] Smgh Dungarpur presi 
dent of the Board of Control for Cricket in Indn 
(BCCI) All undei one roof The occasion was a panel 
discussion Beyond Cricket , oiganised by the Rolai> 
Club of Bombay But the talk all through, resolsed 
aroM/n/thegame, nevei going/jfiont/it Ofcouise the 
star ot the show was the ‘bon/er lad from Bomba) and 
most of the queries were directed at him 

Was he a demigod, somebody asked wanting to rib 
him a bit The genius was humility personified ' I have 
not done one tenth of what our brave /an an\ aie doing 
at the war-front' The next one was a googly was he 
under tremendous pressure to perform simply to setu 
re more juicy modelling contracts > Pat came the retort 
"1 play encket to my best ability As long as I play well 
I'H keep getting advertisement conti acts " 

A loud murmur rippled through the audience, then a 
wr) voice wafted up from among the crowd "Bechate 
ek aadmt ko kitna kaam Kama padta hai, nahin ' The 
reference was to a TV commercial of a leading national 
d.Tily which satincally takes off on the ace batsman In 
the ad. a Sachin lookalike is shown scoring runs while 
simultaneously modelling for several products 

Sachin was also candid He confessed that he had 
spent many a sleepless night before a match, one as rec 
ent as the Indo-Pak clash in the World Cup "I spent the 


entire night planning my batting strategy toi the next 
day ' he said But uliimatclv, what happens on the 
field IS quite diffeient from what you anticipate P ven a 
minoi thing like say, mo\ ing a side screen can dictiaci 
a pressurised batsman and affect his pcifoimance ' 

Has there been any attitudinal diHeience to his 
game altei his marriage’ somebody else queried 
Sachin who had kept his affaii scciei (lom prying 
media eyes lor a long time, Ieplied 'Well there was 
ncvei a pie Anjali phase in my ciicketmg caieci Both 
happened at lather the same tune 

Man)rekar was asked to nan ate his funniest expt 
iiencc on the field He recounted an incident involving 
Vmod Kambli In a Ranji 1 rophy match between West 
/one and South Zone, the namboyant southpaw field 
ed a ball played by A^hai But, aftci getting hold of it 
ht set about impiessmg the pictty young things seated a 
few metres behind with a few monkey tactics The bat 
smen, meanwhile ran five wheie none was due' 

It was Dungarpur’s turn next Why not televise the 
much maligned selection meetings he was asked It 
might stop >peculation on selection procediiies It did 
n’t rattle the suave BCCI chief Wei! we have seen 
live coverage of the Parliament,' he replied "So we 
wouldn t like to get into that ' In cricket the selector s 
job,he added,was the thiidmost difficult aftei umpiring 
and captaincy Don't we know'• 

Hatim! Waltm/BonOmy 









MANI-TALK 
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MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


Stomach cramps of a 
fourth-time candidate 

It is now eight years since I first entered 
the electoral fray. I am about to face my 
fourth election in eight years. In the nor¬ 
mal course, this should have happened 
in 2011. So, iliere was a day, not so long 
ago, when I thought the 13th Lok Sabha 
would be my valedictory Lok Sabha. 
But here I am m the running once again, 
praying that it will be at least 2004 
before I start repairing my broken-down 
jeep and shopping around for microphones and loud-speakers. 

What have I learned of elections through one victory and 
two defeats? Lesson No. 1 is that candidates count for little. In 
a closely-fought contest, where the margin of diflerence is 
under .50.{XX), the reputation of the individual candidate might 
tilt the balance. But that personal standing comes into play 
only after the previous six lakh votes or more have been coun¬ 
ted. The bulk of the electorate votes for the party or the sym¬ 
bol or the potential PM/CM. The candidate is regarded, quite 
rightly, as secondary. 

Lesson No. 2 is that the candidate’s campaign counts fot lit¬ 
tle. It is the larger political battle that determines voters’ choi¬ 
ce. I have .seen the .same well-oiled DMK machine come a 
cropper in 1991 and 1998 as come out on top in 1996, The 

Once more 

money spent, the tempo of the campaign, the wooing of the 
voter, the tramping of the streets, the banner s and hoardings 
and posters and wall-writings do not change much, the outco¬ 
me does. Campaigning matters to the extent that it inlomis the 
electorate of the candidate being in the fray and extends the 
voter the courtesy of actually asking him or her personally for 
a vote, but, at the end of the day, it is the voter who makes up 
his own mind, and has probably done so before the campaign 
gets underway. Where I used to think it mattered how many 
.searing hours I spent in my open jeep under the open sun. and 
how effective were my powers of persuasion at street-comer 
meetings, I am now getting increasingly convinced that all of 
this, while indubitably necessary, adds little to the pre¬ 
determined outcome. The campaign, then, is a kind of rite of 
passage. It is hardly decisive for the outcome. 

LESSON NO. 3 IS that you never know what will happen. 
Every voter has long learned that the ballot is .secret. So, every 
candidate is assured by every voter that the vote is for him and 
him alone. Whether you go into the poorest quarter of the vill¬ 
ages — invariably the Dalit quarter — or into individual 
homes, or step into the neighbourhood store or collar in the 
street the poverbial man-in-the street, you are always assured 
that the vote is yours, man, not to worry, man. Then come the j 
results. Of course, only one person wins. And the losers seek i 



into the bn 

what comfort they can in friends, supporters and anonymous 
well-wishers shaking their heads and muttering they just did 
not know how it happened. Twice thrashed at the polls, 1 am 
still to meet one constituent who confesses to having voted 
against me. 

The fourth lesson is to implicitly believe — whatever the 
truth — that what you have been told is true and that you are 
goingtowin. For nothing is more exhausting, physically, intel¬ 
lectually or emotionally, than an election campaign. Superhu¬ 
man calls are made on the candidate’s physical, mental and 4 
emotional stamina. Thanks to Seshan, the trauma is now limit¬ 
ed to a few weeks. And I could have kissed Gill—the fuzz not¬ 
withstanding — for fixing Day One as the election date for 
Mayiladuturai. This reduces the agony of the long-distance 
runner to a short if demanding spnnt. My fantasy on the jeep is 
not the prettiest girl m the constituency but something called 
sleep which becomes a dim memory by the time the campaign 
comes to an end. My strongest electoral card is my cousin, a 
sturdy farmer who has all his life farmed the remains of what 
were once our lands. He is the best masseur in the world. And 
if it were not for his ministrations, my weary bones would caltj 
it all off by the first Wednesday of the second week. Therefo¬ 
re, unless the candidate is fuelled by the belief, however false, 
that all this will prove, in the end, worthwhile, it takes a fool to 
keep trying when all is lost. 
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candidate’s 
campaign 
counts for 
little. It is 
the larger 
political 
battle that 
determines 
voters’ 
choice 


up his otherwise fearfully dull life with a cine artiste or two. 
Perhaps I exaggerate because mine is a constituency which 
gets about as rural as one can get. 

THE DAILY UK of the people, the well-off as much as the 
poor, is a life of such unrelieved monotony that an election 
campaign is like a fe.stival. Anyone who thinks the electorate 
is sick of elections, I invite to Mayiladuturai, Far from being 
bored stiff with what is now becoming something of an 
annual charade, the voter thinks it quite a giggle. No standing 
in queues for tickets and no returning home to dull reality after 
a romp with the latest hit actress on the silver screen; the cam¬ 
paign is a continuous circus brought to town by the best in the 
business. Hence, the astonishing demand for a Rajesh Khanna 
or a Sunil Dutt, a Rajanikanth or a Juhi Chawla to win an elec¬ 
tion — film glamour plus a touch of social concern. And if a 
star is not available, the second best bet would be a top politi¬ 
cal leader, one of the big names that the people have heard 
about but not seen, so to speak, in the flesh A poor second— 
but not altogether irrelevant. 

Another thing to be warned against are pollsters. Not the 
big ones who predict everything for everywhere on every TV 
show and newspaper. (I recommend Arun Nehru; he has the 
uncanny knack of getting every constituency but mine right!) 
My word of caution is about those who come tapping at your 
door offering to check out your personal prospects in your 
very own constituency. For one thing, the questions they ask 
lend to alert the person being queried as to the candidate on 
whose behalf the poll is being taken. The interviewee then 
starts giving the answers that he thinks will plea.se the intervie- 


ch, dear friends... 


I Next lesson, during a campaign, the voter is looking more 
for entertainment than enlightenment ,So, bring on the gla¬ 
mour, e.spccially if, like me, you lack it yourself. It is not that 
the voter does not take elections seriously. He does. And he 
has seriously made up his mind whom to vote for long before 
the circus starts. But as he already knows whom he is going to 
vote for. there is little you can tell him that he has not already 
made up his mind about. What you can do for him is brighten 
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T.N. Saalian: 
•upMlNiiiian calls arc 
aiadaontha 
caadidata'a physical, 
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to Sashan, ttta trauma 
Is now limitad to a tow 
woalfs 




wer. This, however, is a small snag. I am sure there are pol¬ 
lsters who have the professional ability to disgui.se their 
objective. 

The problem is that even if the pollster is 100 per cent sterl¬ 
ing right, what on earth are you suppo.sed to do witlvhis find¬ 
ings in the middle of a campaign? You can hardly switch con¬ 
stituencies, given that it is a miracle you have even got one 
ticket leave alone two. Second, the electorate has already 
made up its mind that it does not want you. So. all you can do 
IS stand on the jeep and, in your mind, fudge the figures as best 
as you can to reassure yourself that, looked at in the nght pers¬ 
pective, the poll results show you are actually going to win. 
Better far to give yourself over to an astrologer, who tells you 
what you want to hear. The results may belie his predictions 
—and usually do—but the prediction has served its therapeu¬ 
tic purpose of keeping up your morale. 

My constituency contains the charming little temple town 
of Vaideeswarankovil, perhaps Tamil Nadu’s most well- 
known centre of reading the palmyra leaves. I have it thus far 
to my credit that 1 am the only MP the constituency has ever 
had who has never tried to get his fortune told by a .soothsayer. 
I think I am going to blot my copy book this time round. Might 
as well get my psycho shot from a magic-man than a pollster. 
Besides, the leaves may prove more accurate than the polls. 
Ask N. Ram of The Hindu. • 
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_ RAJIV SHUKLA 

Cod e of conduct 

The EC should be more practical in implementing the guidelines 


The Election Com¬ 
mission has 

announced the 

dates to elect a new 
Parliament. With 
the announcement 
of poll dates, the 
model code of con¬ 
duct comes into 
force It has been 
noticed that the EC is yet to gel over the 
hangover of T.N Seshan This tune the 
election process will continue for three 
month.s and it looks that if the code of 
conduct is implemented the way it was 
during Seshan’s time, no work will lake 
place in the governmeni and the nation 
as well as society will be the worst 
sufferers 

Seshan not only implemented the 
code of conduct in his own style but he 
virtually intervened in each and every 
affair like a dictator. The stale govern 
ments found it difficult to function as 
T.N. SMhaii: lukMl lfk« a dictator 


even routine decisions were being sub¬ 
jected to scrutiny. No development 
work can take place during the election 
process is rubbish, irrational and 
unreasonable. 

The code of conduct should be imple¬ 
mented. but the EC must analyse the rea¬ 
son and rationale before taking any deci¬ 
sion Decisions relating to development 
are not being taken as ministers and 
bureaucrats arc both scared of the EC If 
the process of development in every 
slate IS halted tor three months it cannot 
be recovered again. 

It IS accepted that officials insolvcd in 
the election process should not be trans¬ 
ferred Officials in the district admi¬ 
nistration and the police arc by and large 
involved in the election process and they 
should not be transferred. But ofticers in 
other departments including secretaries, 
|oml secretaries and additional secretar¬ 
ies can always be traiislcrred And offici¬ 
als in departments like education, cultu¬ 


re, fisheries, health, science and techno¬ 
logy etc. are also not transferred for fear 
of violating the code of conduct though 
they don't have anything to do with 
elections. 

Similarly, at Doordarshan, the EC’s 
ghost haunts everybody’s mind. A lot of 
funny decisions are being taken. Now, 
for three months no politicians can be 
interviewed nor his face shown in any 
way. If he wants to sing a filmi number 
on television, his face will be banned. 
Also, politicians’ names cannot be taken, 
in any programme. Intere.stingly, DD’'* 
Chennai stopped screening the popular 
Tamil film song. Sonia! Sonia. 

A Colgate toothpaste commercial 
was banned because it shows rising sun 
which happens to be the symbol of some 
political party All the election symbols 
figuring 111 various advertisements like 
elephants, arrow, wheel, bullock cart, 
cycle, tree, lotus, etc have been banned 
II a character in a serial has a name same 
as that of a politician, it is being deleted. 

Like in the U,S, Dooidarshan should , 
be used for election campaigns. It will 
help m cutting the cost of electioneering 
If a political party wants U; reach the 
remotest sillage, it can reach througlil 
Doordarshan than by jeep or motorcy¬ 
cle. DD can have a system of charging j 
fees for the campaign and can limit the | 
timing as per the strength of the political \ 
party Then, no party can gamer maxi- j 
mum time using money power i 

The EC should foicefully impose a 
cixle on the district administrations, 
chief ministers, ministers and Prime 
Ministers who announce populist mea¬ 
sures during elections. If a chief minister 
announces bonanza for his voters on the 
eve of the election, it is wrong. There the. 
EC should be strict. For instance, the EC 
was nght in restraining Chandrababu 
Naidu when he announced populist .sche¬ 
mes to lure voters after dates for the 
As.sembly election were declared. 

The EC should also take a second 
look on a candidate’s expenditure 
There are several unreasonable provi¬ 
sions in this, too, which arc impractical 
as most of the affidavit filed by a candid¬ 
ate is nowhere near the truth. • 
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INDER MALHOTRA 


Handle with care 


The commission of inquiry probing Kargil will have its task cut out 



At Ihc time of writing details are lacking, 
but It is clear thal the Vajpayee government 
has decided to appoint a commission of 
inquiry' into the manifest failure ot intellig¬ 
ence because of which, in relation to Kargil. 
this country was taken by the kind of surpri¬ 
se thal has been rare in the history of warfa¬ 
re since Pearl Harbour, For the benefit of 
younger readers who may not have heard of Pearl Harbour, let 
me add that this was the spot where, during the Second World 
War. Japan had sunk nearly the entire US Pacitic Fleet even 
though the two countries, like India and Pakistan at present, 
were supposed to be at peace with each other. 

The lir.sl thing to be said about this decision is that it underli¬ 
nes painfully how ill-advised the Prime Minister was in decla¬ 
ring at one .stage that there had been "no failure of intelligence 
in Kargil becaii.se nothing had happened in that sectoi for 22 
years". He had the good .sense and grace to correct him.self 
laid when he slated that the paramount lesson ol Kargil was 
the need foi "etenial vigilance". However, it is shcKking 
beyond words that the defence minister, George Fernandes, 
should goon denying lailurc of intelligence even after the deci¬ 
sion to .set up the inquiry commission and to punish some of 
the erring officers of the external intelligence agency, univer¬ 
sally known by ns delightfully appropriate acronym, RAW. 

Vastly mure important than this is another rude reality of 
lile The csiablishmeiil ol the inquiry commission oi commit¬ 
tee w ill be utterly meaningless, and would cieale more pro¬ 
blems than It might solve, if the approach to its work is going 
to be the same as successive governments have adopted in rela 
lion to the Hcnder.son-Brooks report on the military disaster 
during the 1^62 border wai with China. 

The terms ol reference of that inquiry committee were not 
as wide as they were disingenuously made out to be. What is 
more, its lour-volume report (weighing six kilos, according to 
the late Gcncial J.N Chaudhuri) remains lop secret’ to this 
day. a good 36 years aftei it was submitted The downing 
irony is thal some foieigners have copies ot this leport, and 
Neville Maxwell, the notoiious Indophobe and Sinophilc, has 
made scleclivc use ol il to traduce India and suck up to his Chi¬ 
nese Iriends, 

With the composition of the inquiiy committee—il includ¬ 
ed then brigadier, later Lt-Gcneral Prem Bhagat, a Vicloiia 
Cross w'lnnei — no one had any problem. In today’s circum¬ 
stances, ihe BJF'-ltd govemment will have to see to it that the 
composition and terms of leferencc of the committee com¬ 
mand the country’s confidence, and that there is a prioi com¬ 
mitment thal the report, to be submitted quickly enough, will 
be published immediately. 

It may well be that some highly sensitive miormation inclu¬ 
ded in the inquiry report may have to be withheld Irom the 
public and even Parliamenl. In order to do so. however, Ihe 
relevant portions of the rcjwrt should be confidentially shared 
with the leaderof the Opposition and heads of other major par- 
lies 111 the Lok Sabha. 


Sadly, all this is ea.sier said than done. Both the government 
and the principal Opposition are so crassly pretx'cupied with 
electoral advantage that national interest takes a back .seal 
One expects better from the leaders of the world’s largest 
democracy, but when electoral exigencies beckon everything 
can go wrong. Even if the leaders can be persuaded to behave 
responsibly, not many of them have even the haziest notion of 
matters military and strategic. 1 know of no other country 
where such a depressing state of affairs prevails. 

To cap it all. there is every danger that even those chosen as 
members of the proposed inquiry commission or committee 



Oaoig* Famand**: has bMn dMiylnf fallura on tiM part 
of Intolllganca aganelas 


will first need to educate themselves before they can ask ques¬ 
tions and probe what went w'roiig. 

Moreover, and this is crucial, another problem, not usually 
aired m public, has goi to be faced .squarely. Even during the 
fieicc fighting m Kargil, the armed forces had reasons to be 
unhappy with the way politicians on both sides of the fence 
were handling the Kargil issue as an instrument of scoring 
debating points against each other. At times the performance 
of those in powci was more annoying than that ol the Con¬ 
gress Ol the Lett parties. For, the leaders of the i uling coalition 
wallowed in speaking m different \oices, often contiadicting 
one another. 

Now Uierc is a clear danger that in the forthcoming battle ot 
the ballot, the Kargil af fair and the iiiquiiy into ii might beco¬ 
me a political football. It would be a gniii trageds ilThc armed 
lorces gel i aught in the crossfire ot political warfare. This has 
to be avoided at all costs. 

It will also help if, after being appointed, the inquiry body 
takes about a fortnight to educate itself and gives the same 
lime to all the relevant institutions—the Army, the Air Force, 
the RAW, the Intelligence Bureau and even the BSF (which 
apparently had some information about what was afotvt but fai¬ 
led to communicate it to the right quarters)—to hold in-house 
iiujuiries of their own and be ready to face all questions with¬ 
out tiying to be evasive. • 
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Can this man 
be defeated? 


From shaky coalition leader to strong and popular Prime 
Minister: Vajpayee rides the victory wave 

Sharif sharifna raha; 

Atalatalraha 
—graffiti in south Delhi. 

I f the Kargil war hadn’t hap¬ 
pened. no one would have 
believed that Atal Behari 
Vajpayee was a stubborn 
man. Jf there is one thing 
that has set him apart from other 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders, it is the absence of dogma¬ 
tism. He has been tolerant, in the 
BJP’s eyes, to the pointoi amo- 
rality, he’s treated the hide-bound 
in his party with contempt and dis¬ 
dain, and has quite cheerfully ploughed a lonely furrow in a party that considers non-conformity a 
treasonous offence. 

And yet, throughout the Kargil war, the Prime Minister was unmoved by appeals from his party that 
India cross the Line of Control (LoC). No amount of shrill rhetoric, angry warnings and dire election 
predictions could make him change his mind. "Right in the beginning, Atalji took the decision that 
unless defeat was staring us in the face, we would not cross the LoC," said Brajesh Mishra, principal 
secretaiy to the Prime Minister. "He never wavered from this decision." 

Others may have wilted under all the pressure. Not Vajpayee. The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
was besieged by calls from the BJP asking what the hell the government was doing—was India desti¬ 
ned forever to be a passive, hapless nation, turning the other cheek? Panchajanya, the organ of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), wrote editorial after editorial offering the PM all moral and 
material support if he should turn aggres.sive. "Why did we ever make the bomb? Was it to swaddle it 
in cloth and lock it up in the Godrej almirah?" asked an angry RSS sympathiser. 

This was not the only pressure. Somewhere along the way, there was a genuine 

_ 
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Brajesb Mishra: Hight in tim beginning, Atalfl took the decision that unless 
defeat was staring us in the face, we would not cross the LoC. He never 
wavered from this decision" 

apprehension that India may not be In keeping with the BJP's fondness for 
able to win the war unless the army was ■alliterative slogans, the first draft of 
allowed to cross the l.oC. Before the the PM's address to the nation said the 
decisive battle toi Tololing, the mood key to winning the war was; reasonable 
was black Indians were losing men with- behaviour, restraint, and resolute stead- 
out anything substantial to show for it. fastness. So how did these three ‘R's 
"We were haemorrhaging, we knew it, workout? 

and it was hard to keep one’s cool," says Restraint was evident right from the 
an official in the PMO. beginning. Fiven when the question of 

But Atal Behan Vajpayee, say his air strikes against the intruders’ camps 
friends, ncvei lost his cool. "Aialji is.v//»- on the LoC was considered, the PM 
ropragmi (the .serene one) Heisunmov- thought long and hard about it "Each 
ed by joy, stoic about sorrow. Advaniji step was deliberate. That one, most deli- 
is the emotional one. Atalji takes things berate of all," .says Mishra, recalling the 
as they come." says a member of the agony of deciding whether the Indian 
national executive of the BJP. Even the Air Force (lAF) could be used in an air 
lure of making Indian nationalism a campaign east to west, when the whole 
huge election issue was ignored by the intrusion issue could be settled in a few 
PM, hours, if the lAF was permitted to go 

Instead, he stood firm and stubborn in north to south, i.e. beyond the LoC and 
his belief thai Pakistan would be driven back. 

back by the Indian Army And when it This proposal was, of course, rejected 
was. he icfiised to crow about it. out of hand. But even the decision to use 
Becau.se he knew all the time that this is air power, w'hich the Pakistani side used 
what would happen. to great advantage to show that they 

It is Vajpayee's calm and unemotion- were aggressed against, not the aggres- 
al handli ng of the war which has prevent- sors, took several days to come. This in 
ed other—especially communal—con- turn threw the army in a tizzy because in 
flagarations in India. Once again, he has their view at the time, the lAF interven- 
proved iJiat he’s the right man in the ed too late. In fact, there was coasidera- 
wrong party, and thankfully for India, at ble pre.ssure from the army on the 
the right time. government to induct the lAF in the 







battle. 

Later, when the air strikes were mode¬ 
rated and withdrawn, the army chief was 
to thank the PMO for thinking through 
the decision because the speed of the 
lAF and the army action was not match¬ 
ing — the lAF was moving too fast for 
the army. 

While the operations were on, there 
was absolutely no interi'erence from the 
government in trying to force the pace of 
the action. "Men were coming back in 
coffins. All we could hear was the wail¬ 
ing of their families," said an army offi¬ 
cer. But the PM only advocated restraint. 

And when India got its territory back ? 
The Prime Minister was happy, but cau¬ 
tioned against crowing about the victo¬ 
ry. The fear was that too much celebra¬ 
tion in India nught strengthen the funda¬ 
mentalists in that country. And in Vaj¬ 
payee’s view, the worst thing that could 
happen to Pakistan — and India — is 
that Nawaz Sharif might be overthrown. 
With a fragmented and weak Opposi¬ 
tion, the fundamentalists could seize 
power, leading to a situation much 
worse that whal it is today. 



Valpayee with Nawaz Sharif 

Few people know all that India did to 
help and stabilise Nawaz Sharif — 
within reason. The taped conversation 
of Pakistan Anny chief Parvez Mushar¬ 
raf and his chief of staff, Mohammed 


Aziz, recorded during the lormer’s trip 
to Beijing, was given to Nawaz Sharif 
before it was made public in India. This 
was so that .Sharif knew whal was going 
to hit him. (Those who were on ihe spot 


CIVIL LIST M yVhut the politichms wervdoinp, yvhen the soldiers were li^htin^ 



sdriptimd {VWUteidtHegiQvenmx^ 
to {t$ lut^iilg of ^ crisis in 
Ito#. is ikM resorthtg to scaring 
cheap political {lottts, Basu 
shotod yhs ntA.jiist a 
pohtidari. He cooki idso he a 
statonon. 

The 

nmRster is die only man ia 
government who’s toit the m^ia 
war. Brst, diore. was a quibble over 
whether he pronnsed the 
infiltrators a ‘safe passage* or not. 
Fernandes said he’d been 
misquoted, and kept a low profile 
ttoreatoc. 

Gammi. SOMA; StuB was tom 
bt^ween (^yis$ the rote of a 
respoasi^d^fdoB tmdher 
luawal to aOack die 



OiMwAO Baabb 
VSMIl 


which caused the crisis in the first 
place. But the Congress president 
made a poor ccHopromise by 
praising the jm>ans tm the one 
hand and threatening to raise 
certain questions at an appropriate 
time on the other. 

Gu«AL,liiilBlOIMAII:The 

fonner Prime Mimster dedded to 
make die most of the stoation to 
see ifhecouldgethisoidjd) back 
T-either as foreign mmister ot 


PthnehtoistCTt it didn’t really 
matter which one. He was just 
d^pdate to be back in the 


Gomba ,:ii.O.|«fE:$awmthe 

war a chance to add to his 
newsprqier clippings file. He made 
two ttemmids ^ he tqBparently 
thoi^ woald boost tte morale of 
the ^hhers; thm George 
Feroaodes should be kadted; and 
tod to jovemmmit ^MMdd agree 
to Sabha session. That was^ 
to sumtdal of his co{itribaton;io' 
to Kargil situation. Mm whkh he 
dc^b^k into ddivion, ohiy to 
wake up mid fiiKi that Ins p8i% had. 


.to same rde as she rhd to .. Vy K 

was in to govcoimeitf—attatod.. 
to nillfig co«^tioii< 
toktiitteoff tomii 
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say It took nearly 15 minutes for Nawaz 
Sharif to recover from the information 
^ that his army had attacked India and he 
* was the last to knijw.) 

R estraint was also evident from the 
way India tackled the war intemaiio- 
nally. 'Oierc were no impassioned spee- 

The "personal Interest" 
that Clinton claims to 
take in Indo-Pak relations 
is in the resumption of the 
Lahore process, not in the 
resolution of the Kashmir 
issue. The US has told 
I India that it is anxious 
that India and Pakistan 
take the ‘dialogue’ route 
to resolve their 
differences 



Bin Clinton 

ches, no exhortations to the United 
Nations India went about its work 
quietly, pausing only to inform the 
world in a level voice how Paki.stan had 
betrayed peace in the subcontinent. 


TTiis was once again Vajpayee’s per¬ 
sonality asserting itself in the leadership 
of India. Brajesh Mishra earned a letter 
from the Indian Prime Minister to Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton. He met state depart¬ 
ment officials m Geneva, including US 
defence honcho Sandy Berger. Vaj¬ 
payee’s letter was straightforward. He 
said India was observing restraint <md 
that it was sorry the spirit of the Lahore 
Declaration had been betrayed. A one- 
paragraph sentence followed; "We will 
get nd of them, one way or another," the 
sentence said. 

The Americans seized upon this sent¬ 
ence as evidence that India could consi¬ 
der crossing the LoC il poshed. Then fol¬ 
lowed the famous 4 July meeting bet¬ 
ween Nawaz Sharif and Bill Clinton. 

There is a great deal of speculation in 
India as to the role of the I Initcil States m 
the war, much of it stemming from 
Nawaz Sharifs claim that Kashmir had 
been internationalised because of the 
accord between the US and Pakistan that 
President Clinton would take "a perso¬ 
nal interest" in theresoluticiii of the Kash¬ 
mir issue. 


Antony to hammer a deal with the, 
Congress for the next elections. 

MaNAMN, PRAMOB: While the 
Pakistan information minister ha.s 
to explain why Paki.stan lost out on 
mediac'overage, Mahajan was 
quick to declare that India had won 
the media war. And the I&B 
ministar did his bit: for once. 
I>oonlarshah News gave pricffity 
iwt to Mahajan and his antics^ tmt 
to fte soldiers on the front. And if 



lie banned Pak TV, thra he 
provicted a substitute —r by 
inaugurating the Dogti chwnel is 
Srkagtu right in the middle die 


media war for the government 
since he was the most articulate .. 
and rational voice on television. In 
fact, when compared to Natwar 
Sink’s hysteria, Geoge 
Fernandes’ faux pas and Jaswant 
Singh’s slow and deliberate 
sta^nnents. Mishra quickly 
emerged as the voice of reason. 

Nath, XAMAL: Took thepfrictal 
Congress delegation to K^gU in 
his helicopter. First, of coiarse, te 
x^ked jokes about 

actually beinga hit-list. Bih ■ 
he was th^,he askedmaity 
;?^st{(H)s and generously ^ared 
|hthk£ridium phone with dmee vriio 
; caH backhmne. 

ffeyso managed to take some 


-Tl' 



mfiNjm 


aerid i^otographs of the Line of 
Control—so now he can give an 
informed briefmg on the conflict, 
along .writh pictures to illustrate his 
pdat Looks like Natwar Singh has 
competition. 


He wasn't very 
^hsppy die timing of the 

eoufitet—it coincided witii the 
, ficmttttibn t^his new piuty and 


(ConSwnteef oa page Ui) 
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During the Ram 
Janmabhoomi 
agitation, the 
RSS sought 
frequent 
consultations 
but Vajpayee 
avoided them, 
ieadingtothe 
emergence of 
LK. Advani as 
the supreme 
ieaderoftheRJP 


The fact is that the "personal interest" 
Clinton claims to take is in the resump¬ 
tion of the Laliore process, not in the 
resolution of the Kashmir issue. The US 
has told India that it is anxious that India 
and Pakistan take the ‘dialogue’ route to 
resolve their differences, not the barrel- 
of-lhe-gun route. 

What made all the difference to the 
world was the Lahore bus trip. India esta¬ 
blished its credentials as a country 
which wants peace, even after becoming j 
a nuclear power, by taking the Lahore ] 
initiative. This move, coupled with 
restraint on the Kargil war, sent the 
PM’s slock in the world sky-high. Infor¬ 
mally. several US officials told the 
PMO that ii' "we’d been in your place, 
we would not have been able to show as 
much restraint", 

It is not hard to .see why. No other 
Prime Minister of India has gone to Paki- ' 
Stan and embraced the Pak PM so readi¬ 
ly. Certainly no Indian PM has visited 
the Minar-c-Pakistan, the .site which 
actually celebrates the Partition of India 
and the creation ot Pakistan. The ( motio¬ 
nal appeal of the gestures was lost on no 


CIVIL LIST M W hitt tliv politiciiins wvrvcUnn** when the soldiers w ere 


attention, But 
later, ht! usedite all-patty 
noeediigs a$ a dianice to emerge as a 
natianat leader. While Sonia 
dayed away die first two, 

Pawar dieted all die tMiefings, 
and evim gava soundlHtes on the 
shtiatio!!. 


by by awddenly ©merging 


office at South Block. During the 
ocmflict, he wrote to the external 
affairs minister, offering his 
services.f’brhiadefenceexpertise 
—and also for reasons political— 
the tninistty gave him a desk at 
Souih Blo(^. However, with the 
war at an end, one is not quite sure 
wdiat Singh will do in his new 
office. 

Swell. lASWANT: Addressed two 
IM©ss Mefings at slow t^teed. One 
was about bis visit to China, but he 
was gracious enough to include 



SharadPMirM' 

Kargil in the itinerary as well. 
Singh also went to China where his 
visit was far more successful than 
Nawaz Sharif s. And now he’s off 
to meet US secretary of state 
Madeleine Albright to assure her 
that America did die right diing in 
supporting India. Diat must make a 
pleasant change from his visits to 
Madras to meet Jayalalidia. 

SilWH, KALYAlb Agreed with the 
BJP in refusing a Rajya Sabha 


session. But that is how far he was 
prepared to toe die party line. 
According to him, the infiltrators 
should have been (biveii away 
instead of being allowed to leave, 
Hus comes dangerously close to 
the Congress criticism of the 
government fear allowing the 
infiltrators a safe passage out of 
India. Butdien, at the best of times, 
the chief minister of UP never 
knows which .side he’s on—or, 
more to the point, who’son his side. 

walldng-talkuig disaster, and the 
Congress decides to appoint him 
spokesperson for the party during 
the Kwgil crisis. Sink’s 
pontificaticffisdidno service to tihe 
Congress during the daily 
briefings. For instance, when he 
was ask«i to comment to a news 
channel straight off the ticker, he 
instead benmaned an age 
soundbites which left sota^ 
analysis. Which is aQ very . 
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one, and Western nations were able to 
say with relief that at last the two most 
troublesome nations in the world had 
sorted out their problems because the 
bigger among them had taken the 
initiative. 

Then Pakistan blew it. 

The mature and responsible handling 
of the Kargil problem won India many 
friends Coupled with the domestic 
handling of the situation and cool thin¬ 
king, the PM was able to convince even 
the hardcore in his party, the RS.S, that 
his way of tackling issues was the right 


T his IS nothing new for Vajpayee 
He’s had to tackle the RS.S many 
times in the past. In the mid-l98()s. 
when the BJP was tinder pressure tojoin 
the Ayodhya movement, Vajpayee initi- 
► ated a debate in the sani’h, popularly 
known as 'Ram vs Roti'. While Ashok 
Singhiil of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) argued that it was important to 
release the Hindu from its 

shackles by ensuring the places of wor¬ 
ship of the Hindus were 'liberated' Vaj- 



With the Lahore bus trip, India established its 
credentials as a countiy which wants peace, even 
after becoming a nuclear power. This move, coupled 
with restraint on the Kargil war, has sent Vajpayee’s 
stock in the world sky-high 


but what about the official 
Congress reaction? 

$C«OIA, VASUNOtURA RAJE: 

The minister of state for external 
* affairs was missing from the 

action. Except for one fax to 
newspaper offices which said to 
the minister would receive 
donations for Kargil in her office. 
And could a frtiotographer cover 
the event? 



SURJEET, HARKISilENSMSH: As 

expected, the CPM leader has been 
critical of the government. He has 
not only castigated the government 
for the intelligence failure, but also 
for its diplomatic failure. 
According to him. the raishimdling 
of the Kaiigil situation has given the 
Americans a chance to interfere in 
Kashnair. 

Inmmn, BAL: Nodded with 
quiet approval when Kapil Dev 
said he wouldn’t play any more 
matches with the Pakis. Followed 
this up with the demand that Dilip 
Kumar should return the 
Nishan-e-Imtiaz to Pakhtwa. In 
oto" wonls: the Shiv Sena isitutti 
wifit Pakistan. 

THAlUiE. KUSHABHAU: Was as 

Clt«jl«ss as ever. Said the party 
shOuMmake Kargil anClection 
issue and was contradicted by the 
PM. Said the elections would have 
to be pot off because of Kargil «id 



BriUMckeray 

was contradicted by the Election 
Commission. Need we say more? 

Vajpayee, atal behari: Beat 

Pramod Mahajan’s track record as 
the most efficient fund-raiser from 
the BJP. both in cash and Cielos. 
"Vajpayee was on a coBectioh siwee 
for the nation, rather than flic patty , 
so Mahajan’s job is secure. 


•UMMYZ&- 31 July im 
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Where the BJP c(Md it^ up in the next electwm 


• K«iialaiMKWtdii:l!. Patel 
joining the BJP alliance, the BJP 
has nettling left to Oriticiseift the 
suite level. They are now ttie 

laughing stodkof tfec<l|fositkm. 
and an^ ttiat Palel has rehbed 
them ot an election pl^mk. 


• Uttar Pf M tertB The 

movement itota ttie BJP to tite 
Congress has suddenly and 
mysteriously become a flood. Xwo 
ministers in tt^ lUl^Sin^ ^ 
government have jeaned ttie 
Congress and the latest to cross 
sides is Ashok Singh, a relative of 
Sanjay Singh and the MP who 
represented Rai Bareilly inttie last 
election. This cotddincw thtt ttM; 


going wtlioe TOT pe wr. 

• DtlMtThoughittsasi^I 
stale, the election h«e will be 
closely fought hecmisc those is a lot 
of questioning on Kargil and on the 



ftatyanSIngli 


BJP’s administrative performance. 
Could be unpredictable. 

• MatNiyafhradeah: There is 
inpact of Kargil in MP. And while 
ttMs is a chance that tte state 
government's incumbaicy could 
go against the Congress, the BJP 
has done nothing to provide the 
state a political issue for ttie 
elections. 


payee argued, in the fashion of the libera¬ 
tion theologians, that the BJP must 
adopt a more progressive line on the 
issue of religion, embracing its stKio- . 
economic aspect. 

This created so much heat and light 
that a senior stin^h member, Govm- 
dacharya, even went on record to tell a 
weekly magazine at the tunc that Vaj¬ 
payee’s statements were acts of 
indiscipline and demanded an enquiry 
against him. 

At about the same time, a leader from 
the llindutva movement — and there 
were many at the time — remarked in 
anolhci iniervicw that in the "Fifties and 
Sixties, you would he hard put to find 
Vajpayee in (he Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
(BJS) office His iavouritc haunts used 
to be the Communist Parly office and he 
enjoyed the company ol corniades!" 

These interviews and remarks of that 
eia show whal an uphill task Vajpayee 
has had to fight for space as a moderate 
in a part) w'hich is, on! v now, coming to 
be seen as moderate 

This struggle m the Hindu main¬ 
stream paiiv goes back to l^.s, 'Ik' only 
time the RSS was seriously angered at 
Vajpayee’s indepeiulcnt thinking At 
the Vijayaw.ida session ot the BJS, the 
RSS decided to change tiro leadership ol 
the Jana S.mgh. In the past, picsidcnts of 
the Jana Sangh hatl always been populai 
public figures, membeis, but not cadres 
of the sariiilK like Shyaina Piasad 
.Mookeijco, Maiilu'haiidra Sharrna, Di 
Dharmaveera and Premnath Dogia 

However, it was decided in 1965 that it 
the president ol the Jana Sangh would be 
a younger man from the RSS, Bachchra) 
Vyas. This was not ,i decision welcomed 
among the youngei eleinenls in the BJS, 
at that time Balraj Madhok and Alai 
Behan Vajpayee. Both boycotted the 
session, seriously angering the RSS 

Later, while Madhok was thrown out 
of the .v««g/i, Vajpayee reconciled him- 
.self to the .wi/ig/i's decision. 

The second time he took on the sangh 
publicly was on an issue once again rais¬ 
ed by Govmdachaiya, Party general 
secretary at the time, Goviiidacharya s 
dismissive remark that the party was 
quite different Irom the likes of Vaj¬ 
payee who was just a 'mukhauta 
(mask) ot the party, was taken up by Vaj¬ 
payee seriously. As the remarks were' 
reported by party journal Panchajanya^^ 
Vajpayee cross-checked with the author 
of the article in which they weie quoted, 
and then lashed out at the 'hardliners 
who prided themselves on their line. 
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The occasion he chose was the release 
of a biography of Rajmata Vijaya Raje 
Scindia by party leader Mridula Sinha. 
When he was asked to release the book, 
he remarked that he couldn’t understand 
why he was invited to such important 
functions because people in the party 
only considered him a ‘mukhauta'. His 
anger was so palpable that the RSS was 
furious with Govindacharya. On this 
occasion, he had the full and unqualified 
support of the sangh. 

Since then, his relationship with the 
sangh has been rocky. While initially 
the sangh was upset that Jaswant Singh, 
not one of their favourite sons, was 
appointed in the government as foreign 
minister, that has now passed. 

W hat has changed? Merely that the 
sangh now has been able to accept 
, Vajpayee’s way of respecting and 
spreading Hinduism: the incremental 
growth and spread of ideology. It was 
this approach which led Sadhvi Ritham- 
bara to denounce Vajpayee as "half- 
a-Congressman". But there is clear evi¬ 
dence. judging by the applause Vaj¬ 
payee has got on his handling of the Kar- 
gil issue, that the RSS is keen to adopt 
and protect him. 

This is not the first time Vajpayee has 
been summoned back to the fold. In 
1987. when the RSS had a huge conven¬ 
tion in Nagpur and older RSS workers 
were also invited. Vajpayee also partici¬ 
pated and his approach of winning the 
world won wide applause. Dunng the 
Ram Janmabhoomi agitation, the RSS 
sought frequent consultations but Vaj¬ 
payee avoided them, leading to the emer¬ 
gence of L.K. Advani as the supreme 
leader of the party. Vajpayee was large¬ 
ly marginalised. 

Gradually, beginning with his second 
term as PM, Vajpayee has made his 
peace with the RSS. He now talks to the 
sangh leadership. (Professor Rajendra 
Singh [Rajju Bhaiyya] says Vajpayee 
must be the son of Goddess Saraswati, 
he has .so much power in his voice). 
Take the recent release of the stamp of 
the RSS founder Dr Hedgewar. Not only 
did V'ajpayee agree to the stamp, he was 
also pre.seiit at the function for its release.. 

The thing about Vajpayee is, he 
knows the psychology of the ordinary 
sangh workers and their training in the 
'^shakhas. So he uses metaphors and 
words and phrases which fulfil a dual 
purpose — while this puts across in 
moderation to the non-BJP force.s what 
the RSS is saying, it conveys the assixria- 



Vajpayee's calm and unemotional handling of the 
war has prevented other conflagarations in India. 
Once again, he has proved that he is the right man, in 
the wrong party, at the right time 


tion between his ideas and the sangh. 

Take the attack on the Christians. Dur¬ 
ing a visit to not-hit areas in Gujarat, Vaj¬ 
payee remarked cautiously on the need 
for a debate on conversion. Uncaring of 
the criticism of the secularists, he agreed 
with the RSS that Dalits and tribals 
should not be allowed to be converted 
by mercenaries. This helped in keeping 
a dialogue open between the secularists 
and the RSS. 

T'he important thing about Vajpayee 
is his capacity to be a bridge between 
issues of rationalism in politics and 
issues of spiritualism. That is as it 
should be. Why should spintualism con¬ 


tinue to be denied’ Why should religi¬ 
ous moderation be an anathema in 
modem India ? 

The .sangh led by Atal Behan Vaj¬ 
payee is a benign Hindu entity The dan¬ 
ger is that unless they are given someth¬ 
ing to do. the Hindu extremists might try 
to stage a resurgence. Whal India will do 
then IS hard to predict 

The Kargil war was won by the Indian 
jawans and Atal Behari Vajpayee. Whai 
do they have in common? Both are 
soldiers, seeking peace and 
tranquillity. • 

AMI niaOnlt wMi RaI"! 
Srlnlvaamn/Rmw DmlM 









BOOK EXTRACT 


During a tete-a-tete with the 
Prime Minister, Tavleen Singh finds 
he has lost his magic touch 


Lolllipop Street is Tavleen Singh's metaphor for all the 
things that are wrong with India. Huge concrete 
lollipop-shaped structures, meant for hoardings, all along a 
street in Bombay where only the very rich or the very poor 
live, neither of whom have any use for the hoardings... She 
.savs Lollipop Street is a .symbolfor India, with its unthinking 
policies and its unconcerned politicians. 

Her book, a collection of profiles ofpoliticians whom she 
interviewed for her hugely successful television .serial Ek Din 
Ek Jccvan, is called Lollipop Street for this reason Singh 
looks at India and its public figures with the eyes of a critical 
observer, looking at a picture that has, somehow, gone askew. 

She IS uniquely placed to do this. One ci/Siinoa^- ^ 
founder-reporters, over the last 25 years Singh has built up a 
formidable reputation for demolition-jobs on the rich and 
famous. She is one of India '.s best known columni.sts today. 

In this extract, in her profile on Atal Behari Vajpayee. 

Singh contrasts the Vajpayee of 1977, the chari.mialii 
speaker, with the Prime Minister of todav. .She captures 
the mood of the Emergency as evocatively as the dreariness of 
Vajpayee's tenure as Prime Minister anda.sks how a man who 
can be .such an inspiring speaker, could prove to be such a 
lacklustre Prime Minister But, .she .says, at least he tried 


Senior journaliits stayed away because 
most of them were convinced that there 
was not the flimsiest chance of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi losing the election. They went by 
logic. Why would a woman who was a 
dictator bother to announce a general 
election if there was any chance of her 
losing? We went by instinct and instinct 
told us that people weie angry enough 
over the various manifestations of their 
loss of freedom to vote against her. This 
loss crippled most of all the poorest, the 
most helpless of India’s citizens They were the ones who 
found themselves unable to acquire rickshaw licences until 
they could produce a certificate declaring themselves sterili¬ 
sed. They were the ones, again, who were thrown out of slums 
in the inner city to distant wastelands on the other side of the 
river Yamuna because Sanjay Gandhi thought that Delhi need¬ 
ed to be cleaned up. It was also their relatives, in villages in 
north India, who told them about teams of officials who had 
turned up and ordered people to get stenlised. Inevitably, they 
were the ones who turned up in large numbers to listen to the 
Janata Party leaders that January evening 
But as the leaders began to speak, a kind of disappointment 
seemed to settle over the crow d. The leaders were mostly old 
men who spoke in a far tix) literary Hindi about things that 
most in the audience did not fully understand. They spoke of 
fundamental nghts and their loss, of dictatorship and its inea - 
ning, of jail and how they had managed to survive, but the 
crowd remained largely unmoved. People staved, neverthe¬ 
less, and a colleague who was better informed than 1 was, told 
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me that they were staying because they wanted to hear Vaj¬ 
payee. "This IS mainly a Jana Sangh (later BJP) crowd," he 
said, "so they’ll wait till Vajpayee speaks." 

He spoke last. It was well past 9 pm by then. Dark, foggy 
and bitterly cold. When Vajpayee stood up and walked to the . 
microphone, the crowd responded with a round of polite 
applause, louder than it had been for the other speakers, but'' 
not madly enthusiastic. Then, he started to speak. And the 
crowd went wild. 

He began with a verse which he later said he composed 
while waiting to make his .speech. Baud muddat key miley 
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haSn deewane. It has been an age since wc lovers (of freedom) 
met. Kehney, sunney ko hahut Haiti ajsuney. There are many 
stories to tell, many to hear. Khuli hawa mem zara saans to 
leylein, kah tak rahegi azadi kaun jaaney. But, let us breathe 
deeply first of the air of freedom, for who knows how long it 
will remain. 

Simple ptielry though it may have been, it must count as 
one of the most politically inspiring pieces of poetry he has 
written because it captured exactly what the crowd was fee¬ 
ling. They had come that evening, as we ourselves had, fear¬ 
ing some kind of punishment. Nobody believed that the Emer- 






ta TAVLEEN SINGH 


Vajpayee agreed that the BJP state 
governments had not performed much 
better than the Congress had, but this 
was because a change was needed at the 
Centre. Not a good answer from a man 
who hoped to soon lead a BJP government 
in Delhi 


gency had been lifted for good or that Mrs Gandhi would 
allow herself to be defeated. Everyone was convinced that if 
she saw herself losing the election she would reimpose the 
Emergency overnight, just as she had done before. It was this 
fear, as well as the exultation that everyone felt about defying 
Mrs Gandhi, that Vajpayee captured so perfectly. Watching 
him that afternoon in Chhindwara, it was hard to believe that 
this was the man who had been able to create so much magic 
with his words. 

T he magic had been missing for more than a year. I had first 
noticed it when I interviewed him for Ek Din Ek Jeevan 
about six months before this election. 1 had travelled with him 
to Lucknow because he wanted the day to reflect his role as an 
MP. We travelled together from Delhi by liain in the same 
first class carriage. He had a busy day and needed to rest so it 
was only the next morning when we got off at Lucknow that I 
got my first chance to speak to him. I remember asking him 
whether he had been shocked by the state of New Delhi rail¬ 
way station. It really looked lemble. as bad as the Lucknow or 
Patna stations. He just gave me a weary smile and said that I 
must remember that there were others that were worse. 

When we finally got down to doing the interview it was this 
‘things could be worse’ syndrome that seemd to have taken 
hold of his very thought process. He talked passionately 
enough though about things like the Babri Masjid. "You must 
remember that we did not start what happened. It was the Con- 
gres.s that opened the doors [to the mosque), the Congress that 
laid the foundation stone of a new Ram temple, Rajiv Gandhi 
who started his election campaign from Ayodhya in 1989 giv¬ 
ing a call for Ram rajya ., we came into the picture much later 
but when wc came in we did so forcefully." 
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When il came, though, tn wider political and serious econo¬ 
mic matters, Vajpavec could c<.'ine up with nothing more than 
the usual, dreary answers that Congress politicians are inclin¬ 
ed to give. The public sectoi was inetficient hut should nol be 
abolished altogether. Il could be made to function more efti 
ciently. He had seen this happen in a lacioiy in Lucknow 
They were the words of a man who a|rpeared nol to have 
thought much about the economic failuies that aie at the root 
of our poverty. 

He really revealed himself, though, when 1 asked him w hy 
he thought BJP governments in some t'f imr bigger states had 
performed as badly as their Cimgress predecessors. It was as if 
he had never even noticed that this was true Yes. he agreed, 
the BJP state governments had not performed much belter 
than the Congress had. but this w'as because a change was nee¬ 
ded at the Centre before there could be any real change It was 
simply not a good enough answer from a man who hoped to 
soon lead a B,IP government in Delhi 

He had paid just as little attention to working out for him¬ 
self a list of priorities for !he country. Yes, inlrastruclure was 
important and it should be a priority, but he had no idea of 
what he meant by this or what globalisation meant or what had 



What had really gone wrong with the 
Narasimha Rao>Manmohan Singh model 
of econoipic reform was that they had 
done nothing by way of administrative 
reform. Vajpayee should have thought 
about these things 

gone wrong with the Congress’s liberalisation progiammc. 

Had he been paying attention he would have known what 
steps to take and which ones to avoid. What had really gone 
wrong with the Narasimha Rao-Manmohan Singh model of 
economic reform was that they had done almost nothing by 
way of administrative relorm So. no matter how hard they in - 
cd to make life easy for investors, no matter how many licen¬ 
ces they tried to abolish, in ihc end then best-laid plans would 
gel eaten up by the greedy and self-serving nctwo.rk ot officia- 
Is who run India Nobody haJ made anv efiori in bring them 












, under euniiol and, as the leader trf the Opposition, Vajpayee j 
♦ should have thouj;hl about these things. Later, when he beea | 
nic Prime Munster and Irehaved exactly as if he W'cre a Con | 
gress leader, I often thought back to this interview in 
Lucknow- and wontlered why it had not occurred to me then, 
on that long, hot day I spent w ith him, that he was a man who 
had long run out of ideas. 

He w'as more passionate when he talked about Icelmgs and 
problems The leeling of despair that gripped him these days 
irom time to tunc, "1 sometimes feel that we are going nowhe 
re, achieving nothing," He seemed equally disturbed about 
casteism, "Kven when we choose the President of India we arc 
hKiking not for someone who has the merit to become Presi¬ 
dent but foi someone of the right caste Where will all this take 


L aier that afternoon, 1 went with him to a village outside 
L ucknow where he was scheduled to inaugurate someth¬ 
ing orlay some foundation stone, Allerwards, under a shomui- 
nu that sizzled with the heat of the day, he delivered a lecture 
on the economy in the tones of ;i col lege professor The, t-iidien- 
'f ce, predictably, didn't understand. 

He talked of ('ongress failures and they seemed not to 
understand one w'ord of that either, just as they understood 
nothing of his reference to inirastructure. Sadly, his fine 
speech seemed to go over the heads of even the local press 


who were as usual obsessed with minor political wnuiglings 
Mulayam Singh said this in Delhi the other day. how dc' you 
respond? Mayawati has said this, how do you respond'* 

It was a day of disillusionment and at the end of it I began to 
feel that the political bankruptcy that I had always charged 
Congress leaders with was now beginning to infect everyone. 
Just as what they called ‘Congress culture’ was beginning to 
influence every other political piirty. Who came to power in 
Delhi made no difference any more, since they would all end 
up ruling in much the same way as the Congress had. 

This became painfully clear as s(x>n as Vajpayee was sworn 
in as Prime Minister. From day one, in fact, when in an attem¬ 
pt to show continuity he made his first speech to the nation 
with a picture of Gandhiji hastily stuck into the bookcase 
behind him. It was a gesture that smarted of hypocrisy and 
tokenism, as indeed did some of the other things that he instant¬ 
ly started doing. He was sworn in a few months before Rajiv 
Gandhi's death anniversary and on that occasion duly trotted 
off on the samadhi round that Congress Prime Ministers made 
routinely. These were small things but signtficanl in their own 
way because they indicated that he hud no plans to change the 
way the country had been nin so far. while what we needed des¬ 
perately was change. We needed it more than almost anything 
else, but he seemed not to understand this. So, he did not even 
bother to change the concerns of the mimsiries that he had 
inherited. Primary education should have been top priority for 
any government coming to power and it coukl not possibly be 
dealt with unless we had a ministry forpiimary education, but 
Vajpayee seemed not to realise even this. 

He continued with the ministry of human rcsouicc develop¬ 
ment, Rajiv Gandhi's replaeemcni tor a ministry of cduca- 

On Rajiv Gandhi's death anniversaiy a 
newly-appointed Vajpayee duly trotted off 
on the samadhi round that Congress 
Prime Ministers made routinely. It 
showed that he had no plans to change 
the way the countiy has been run so far 

tion, and even praised Rajiv's scheme for setting up a nctwotk 
ol mini-Doon Schools or Navodaya Vidyalayas Doon 
School, sometimes described as India's Eton, was where 
Ra|iv had studied and he believed that if he could set up 
goveinment-mn-,scliools like this, then our abysmally low 
.standards of state education would improve It was a gimmick 
but Vajp.ayee found it praiseworthy. Hccouldhave madeadia- 
matic diflercnceto Indian education by insisting dial the cen- 
iial govemment helji states that wem in foi coinpuKui ) pi una¬ 
ry education, but he lost the chance by Ictling things be. 

Later, everyone was to blame Jayalalitha's constant threats 
for the fact that Vajpayee’s government seemed to dc' nothing 
at all. Even his biggest Ians conceded privately that the real 
problem was that Vajpayee was not a goixl adminislrator. One 
of his closest aides said "Perhaps, we all expected too much. 
He had never been tested in the administrative area. We all 
assumed that he would know what to do and it came as a shock 
to us when we discovered that he did not." • 

Excerpt8(i with permissiion from LoHipop Street Why India will Survive its Politicians by 
Tavl^en Singh, published by Penguin Books India. Viking, price Ps 395 
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PROFILE 


No laments 
for a Lai 

Why did the Congress ever support Bansi Lai? 


B ansi Lai may have lost 
Haryana. But it is Sonia 
Gandhi who has lost face. 
It is hard for the Congress 
to explain to the people of 
Haryana why it supported Bansi Lai in 
the first place. The worst kind of fami¬ 
ly rule, nepotism and corruption had 
Income the norm during the Haiy ana 
Vikas Party’s governance. 

The state’s resources were milked 
dry by the coterie of bureaucrats and 
politicians that Bansi Lai and his fami¬ 
ly had cultivated. Lai’s own image as a 
tough and nithicss administrator had 
degenerated into that of a weak and 
cruel bully who ran the state by dint of 
the CID. And Haryana, which had 
been such a promising state just a few 
years ago. with a steady economic 
growth and high revenue collection, 
had sunk, like neighbouring Punjab, 
into an apathetic morass ol stagnation 
There was no development work, 
no roads, no fresh irrigation proiects. 
no effort to .seriously shore up the 
power situation. In fact, things were so 
bad that the state power and electricity 
board employees had begun to think of 
petitioning the chief minister foi seen 
rity, because there were repeated 
attacks on their homes by angry lar- 
mers, wanting bijii to run their pump 
sets to irrigate their fields Ambala, foi 
example, frequently had no more than 
two to four hours of electricity a day. 

Things were no better m the urban 
areas of Haryana. Prohibition imposed 
early on by the HVP govcniment robb¬ 
ed the state of nearly Rs 70f) crore as 
revenue, leaving a huge deficit m the 
state Budget Everyone knew prohibi¬ 
tion was impo.sed only in name. Then, 
the chief minister and his family decid¬ 
ed to impose a ‘lifting fee’ to remove 
prohibition. None of this money went 


into the state’s coffers. But it did 
increase the net worth of the Lai family 
to about Rs I .(MK) crore. 

In Haryana, colonisation of land — 
because* the state is so close to Delhi 
anil land prices have reached a point of 
stagnation in Delhi —has always been 
big business All the Lais who have rul¬ 
ed Haryana have done it But Bansi 
made colonisation the basis ol his I und- 
raismg activity lor the party of 
course 

If you wanted to colonise and deve¬ 
lop land in Haryana, the licence to do 
so would cost you Rs 8 crore per acre 
You didn’t have to pay it all together 
— you could pay in instalments .So if 
the govcmmeiit/chicf mmistei granted 
even 100 licences to colonisers a year, 
that was a cool Rs 8(K) ciorc per year, 
lax free! 

Then there weie all the applications 
to change land use — mostly agi ictiltu- 
ral — to residential, industrial oi com 
meicial This, loo, had a price lag So it 
was winning all the way 

T'hc Congress knew how unpopular 
Bansi was But lor some reason, it did 
not take Bhajan Lai’s advice that Bansi 


Bansi Lai’s image as a tough 
administrator had 
degenerated into that of a 
weak and cruel bully who 
ran the state by dint of the 
CID. And Haryana had sunk 
into an apathetic morass of 
stagnation 


Lai was an old .so-and-so and the Con¬ 
gress should never associate itself with 
him. The BJP withdrew support to 
Bansi Lai, who needed the support of 
just two MLAs, the Congress offered 
to bail him out and that was that 

Having done that, the Congress 
should have either persuaded/cajo- 
led/bullied Lai into resigning from the 
chief ministership or kept some aces 
with It, making sure that Bansi Lai 
would have no chance to continue in 
office. 

Instead, Lai met Sonia Gandhi, tied 
up with the Gurcharan Singh Tohra fac¬ 
tion of the Akali Dal and Kanshi 
Ram’s BSP, and generally announced 
to the world that he had laddoos in 
both hands He had managed to .save 
his government and tie up with reliable 
allies for the Lok Sabha elections. 

Exactly when the Congress discove¬ 
red that Bansi Lai was not going to 
keep his word and quit the chief mini¬ 
stership IS unclear. What is certain is 
that the Congress was unmoved by 
Lai's unpopularity and the charges of 
corruption against him and his family 
when It decided to support him Other¬ 
wise w hy would it have helped him in 
the first plaie'’ So saying helplessly 
that Bansi Lai didn’t keep his word so 
the parly withdrew support to him one 
week after pledging it can cut no ice 
with anyone 

What IS ama/.ing is not just the 
naivete ol the Congress but its lack of 
information One ol the premises on 
which it had based its strategy in Harya¬ 
na was that the 11 VP would merge into 
the Congress But surely it should have 
known that strong anti Congress politi¬ 
cians like Maniram Godara would 
never have Bansi Lai merge the HVP 
with the Congress? And how would 
the Congress have tackled Bhajan 
Lai’s intiansigence'’ 

No one knows. Possibly not even 
Pranab Mukherjee who was icted and 
welcomed by the grateful Bansi 1^1 
just ten days ago when he went to Chan¬ 
digarh as the emissary of,Soma Gandhi. 

What happens now? With the 
Governor determined to prevent hoi se- 
trading elections will arrive. Bansi Lai 
will be lucky if he can retain even one 
MLA. But it is the Congress which has , 
to find answers and provide them to 
the angry populace of Haryana. Why 
did the party .support Bansi Lai m the 
first place? • 
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W hat’s common among 
a gold for Indian 
hockey, a business 
date with an Australi¬ 
an CEO and a visit to 
the magnificent Darling Harbour? The 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games! 

It is expected to add AUD$ 7.3 billion 
to Austr^ia’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), create 150,000 full- 
and-part-time jobs and bring an extra 1.3 
million visitors to Australia, according 
to an independent KPMG Peat Marwick 
study covering the period from 1994 to 
2004. It will boost Australia’s Balance 
of Trade and add $3.5 billion to net 
export earnings in this period. 

But how do enjoying an Indian 
hockey match, a business meeting and a 
Darling Harbour visit coincide? Simple. 
Over the games in 2(XX), the Business 
Club Australia Business Centre, at the 
Darling Harbour in the heart of Sydney, 
will provide the ultimate site for you to 
do business. Talk about mixing business 
with pleasure! 

j "The club is about the value of net wor- 
Iking and building positive connections 
to succeed in business. It puts you in 
touch with compatible business people 
to build fhiitful relationships," says Rod 
MC Geoh, international patron of Busi¬ 
ness Club Australia and chief executive 
of the Olympic Bid Committee. Defi¬ 
nitely an unique concept that is totally 



with pleasure 


The Sydney Olympics could be an excellent 
opportunity to boost Indo-Australian trade 

W hat’s common among different from the usual marketing and 
a gold for Indian promotional activities associated with 
hockey, a business an event ofthis stature, according to mar- 
date with an Australi- keting wizards. The novelty is in the 
an CEO and a visit to very idea of making Australia the 






different from the usual marketing and 
promotional activities associated with 
an event of this stature, according to mar¬ 
keting wizards. The novelty is in the 
very idea of making Australia the 
unique selling proposition of this strate¬ 
gy. "As the global spotlight sweeps over 
this island continent in the run up to the 
Olympics, it will illuminate a land olfer- 
ing great opportunities for international 
business," explains Richard Francis, 
traile commissioner, Austrade. This ini¬ 
tiative draws on the strength of the 
government and the private enterprise 
acro.ss Australia. By registering with the 
club you can access information hitherto 
unavailable. And if you happen to visit 
Sydney during the Olympics you will 
receive a wide range of benefits to assist 
you in doing business anywhere in 
Australia. And all this at no additional 
cost—a bonanza for sure for the corpor¬ 
ate executive! 

"This unprecedented national 
approach to marketing Australian busi¬ 
ness capability has found takers across 



the globe," asserts Rob Laurie, Australi¬ 
an High Commissioner in India, pro¬ 
udly. "The club is expected to rope in 
over 25,0(X) members," Says Dr Kenichi 
Ohmae of Ohmae & Associates, 
"Australia is inherently veiy attractive. 
You have unique strengths like a high 
quality workforce." And investment 
2000 is a national investment promotion 
strategy that provides a time and cost- 
effective opportunity to evaluate 
Australia’s growing potential as a strate¬ 
gic business destination. It is a pro¬ 
active campaign to unite global corpora¬ 
tions to explore Australia’s comparative 
advantages, commercial and technologi¬ 
cal. Says a member-businessman from 
Bombay, "While the strategy is global, 
the very fact that the club expects 600 
members from the Indian subcontinent, 
speaks volumes for fortunes to be 
made." At least that will be some conso¬ 
lation in case India’s lacklustre perform¬ 
ance in the Olympics disappoints again. 

But before painting a rosy picture it is 



"Indian IT firms couid 
team up with ours and 
target the third market" 

RICHARD FRANCIS, Trade Q)nunissioner, AUSTRADE 


28 


SUNMVIS-St July. ISM 







j..'-i!l^ir^v fv'- '■'fii'.-VV 



WkNMiMv' 




<-.. --r, 


' ••nL 


TlwOlyniiik; 

. ^ *tailiiiin (Ml) and 

,,i».-' . '-‘vM SudnnyHaitoun 

f%.’. ' ri. —*- 

t ImMMnv 

, V*i itealinationfbr 

% - '’jyjg iNtsineM 

* >a". I maciitivef hithe 

summer of2000? 


wise to glance through our business rela¬ 
tions with this Kangaroo country. 

■ Opportunity for Indo-Australian ven¬ 
tures exists in mining, infrastructure i.e. 
power, ports, roads, telecommunica¬ 
tions, petroleum and natural gas and 
agriculture. 

■ Bi-lateral trade between India and 
Australia crossed the $ 2.5 billion mark 
in 1997-98. Textiles, clothing and acces¬ 
sories, chemicals and related products 
and engineering goods accounted for 
almost all of the increase in India’s 
export for the year 1997-98. And what 
do we import? Wool and wool tops, ores 
and concentrates. India is also a major 
destination for Australia's diamonds, 
for cutting and polishing. 

■ The total value of Australian invest¬ 
ment in India during August 1990-91 to 
June 1998 was Rs 33363.5 million, 
accounting for just 2 per cent of the total 
approved investment. 

■ During the year 1997, a record num¬ 
ber of 61 Indo-Australian joint ventures 
with a cumulative value of Rs 4316.72 
million was approved. Significant 
among the Indo-Australian ventures are 
companies such as Telstra, Matrix, 
JNA, Stanilite and AWA in telecommu¬ 
nications. The largest Australian invest¬ 
ment in India is the ANZ Grindlays 
Bank. CRA, Ranison, Goldfield are pro¬ 


minent in mining. Jardine Flaming 
among Foreign Institutional lnve.stors 
(FIl), offers Australian opportunity to 
invest in Indian companies and GIO has 
positioned itself to enter the insurance 
sector in association with Sammar group. 
■ A survey conducted by the National 
Centre for South Asian Studies, Mel¬ 
bourne, concluded that 73 per cent of 
Australian companies report^ profitabi¬ 
lity in their Indian operations and 80 per 
cent have expressed intentions of expan¬ 
ding their investment base in 1 ndia. 

Y et there are many more opportunit¬ 
ies to be explored and captured. The 
Business Club, one hopes, will elimina¬ 
te situations where Australian compan¬ 
ies interested in collaborating with Indi¬ 
an companies in various sectors are una¬ 
ble to identify or access details of such 
prospective Indian partners seeking fore¬ 
ign collaborators. The process for going 
through the Indian Investment cintre, 
concerened ministries and apex bodies 
are characterised not only by inordinate 
delays but also absence of any results. 

Says Ashish Somany, managing 
director, Somany Worfted Limited, 
"Apart from interacting with the 
Australian corporates we shall get to 
interact with prominent global players 
gathering there. That will certainly be an 
eyc-opcningexperience for most of us." 


He explains, "Business transactions 
with Australians is an experience unlike 
those with other we.stcni countries. With 
5 per cent of Australian population 
being Indians, we feel more at home as 
the atmosphere is more Asian and noi 
typically European." Adds Richard Fran¬ 
cis of Austrade, "Indian IT firms could 
team up with ours, and target third mar¬ 
ket." He elucidates with the example of 
the Japanese market. Indians have had 
more success there than the Australians. 
A member in this industry is Aptech, but 
the Aussics don’t intend to ride on our 
initiatives. Australia manufactures 
quality automotive components which 
if sourced could enhance the value of 
our automotive exports. Are the Indian 
players listening? 

In case of the agri-industries the 
opportunities could be explored in the 
area of improving agricultural infrastruc¬ 
ture in India with Australian assistance. 
"The mining and food processing sec¬ 
tors could definitely witness some con¬ 
crete deals," adds Ashok Ummad of the 
Indo-Australia Joint Business Council, 

ncci. 

Austrade reported that some Australi¬ 
an exporters diversified away from the 
Asian five. South Korea and the 
ASEAN states after exports plunged by 
AUD$ 2.6 billion in the first quarter of 
1998. This had dampened the expected 
growth in GDP. But with the Olympics 
round the comer, the spin-off from this 
enterpri sing initiative is expected to tran¬ 
sform the scenario. And if the Indians 
could be smart enough (and we are not 
just speaking entrepreneurs here), they 
could be witnessing a gold for the Indian 
hockey team while clinching a deal with 
the Aussies. And a view of the sunset at 
Darling Harbour may well be on the 
horizon. • 
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usIimiUi Sen 
is now invoiv- 
ed willt 
anotlicr mam- 
ed man. Her 
atfair witli 
Vikram Ball ended rather 
inessily and Sushmiia 
sought annforl in Sanjay 
Kapoor’s arms. The two 
were actinp together in Strf 
Turn and became very close 
during die uuldooi .shcKrt. 
But Kapoor flew back home 
to marry long-lime girlfriend 
Mahip and Sen was left nurs 


ing a broken heart, yet again. 

Not lor long, though. No 
soonei was the recently- 
married Sanjay back from 
his honcymtxm lhat lie 
began seeing Sushrnita 
again, and the lovers itKik off 
from where they had left off. 

That’s all very well, but 
where dix*-s lhat leave Mahip 
who is expecting her first 
baby later this year'^ 



he him 
r-p, industry'’s res 
’•! r ponse to the 
W U ^ Kargil crisis 
appears to be 
the launch of 
a new movie stamng Govm- 
da, titled Kar^d. But how 
about doing somclhing tha! 
helps our brave soldiers, 
rather than just stealing from 
their lives to make a fast 
buck'.’ No, nobody in the 
movie business seems w’lil 
ing to do that 


alman Khan 
IS currently 
caught in the 
horns 

dilemma. No, 
he’s not 
mulling over whether he 
should marry Somy Ali or 
not. She is out of the picture 
by now, having flown off to 
America to begin life afresh. 

The problem Salman has 
to solve is which of the. two 
women in his life he should 
marry. While he is madly in 
love with Aishwarya, her 
parents are bitterly opposed 
to the match. And it is not 
clear whether Ms Rai will 
summon up the courage to 
stand up to them or whether 
she will buckle under the 


Even when some slais 
have made a contribution, it 
has been insultingly small. 
Take Shall Rukh Khan, lor 
instance, who has just spent 
around Rs 8-d crore acquir I 
ing a bungalow and rakes it 
in via star shows, advertise¬ 
ments, movies and the like 
Ilow' much is he willing to 
give lowaids the Kargil 
martyrs'’ A princely sum of 
Rs 5(),(XX)! 

Surely you can do beitci 
than that Shah Rukh. 


Of course, Salman could 
always many his best buddy 
Neeiam w'ho has always 
been there foi him. But while 
they are very close, there 
isn’t any chemistry between 
them, like there is between 
Ash and Salman. 

So, will Salman go m for 
romance? Or will he settle 
for humdrum domesticity'’ 
We promise to keep you 
updated. 
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Dancers from Kerala 
take a Kathakali 
adaptation of King 
Lear to Shakespeare 5 
Globe 


f Shakespeare wm to see it, he 
would have been more than intri¬ 
gued. A clutch of actors wear¬ 
ing incredible make-up and flam¬ 
boyant costumes had descended 
on Shakespeare's Globe — the theatre 
on the bank of the Thames where he wor¬ 
ked and where his plays were perfor¬ 
med. The players had come from the 
Indian state of Kerala to stage their ver¬ 
sion of the Bard’s King Lear. 

Instead of the 16th Century doublet 
and hose, this Lear s^peared in elaborate 
Kathakali costumes and make-up and 
danced to the frenetic drumming of the 
chenda and the maddalam (percussion 
instruments). Malayalam songs sung in 
the xopana (ritual chanting) style set the 
mood. 

As living proof of the universality of 
Shakespeare's plays, the 400th anniver¬ 
sary season of The Globe Theatre was 
celebrated by staging a Kathakali ver¬ 
sion of King Lear — an Indo- 
British-French production, presented by 
the Annette Leday/Keli Company and 
the International Shakespeare Globe 
Centre Ltd. 

"We chose King Lear because it is 
essentially a simple story," says McRu- 
vie, who has adapted the play from the 
original and is directing it. "All classical 
Kathakali plays are based on simple sto¬ 
ries. And given the amount of action 
King Lear has — the love scenes, the 
war scenes—it was ideal for Kathakali." 

The original King Lear was edited 
and adapted to suit the style of Katha¬ 
kali. Keeping the basic plot of King Lear 
and his three daughters and the division 
of the kingdom intact, the character of 
the King of France was developed to 
play up the love element. The Glou¬ 
cester sub-plot was edited to reduce the 
play to the basic storyline and focus on 
the core characters and the domestic 
theme. 

"The element of Kathakali suits the 
larger-than-life characters in the play 


In the Bard’s 

own 


country 



and makes it quite spectacular," said 
McRuvie. 

Adapting King Lear to the Kathakali 
format took nearly a year. The adapted 
version was translated into Malay^am 
by K. Marumakan Raja and put into 
verse. Next, the musicians took up the 
script. In keeping with the traditional for¬ 
mat of slokas (short summary sung 
before each .scene) and padams (poems 
which are sung out and contain the dialo¬ 
gue) the piece was set to tune. There are 
also long moments of frenzied drumm¬ 
ing and percussions which alternate bet¬ 
ween dialogue and songs, to which dan¬ 
cers romp over the stage with wild 
exuberance. 


Padmanabhan Nair as King Laar 

W hile McRuvie took care of Shakes¬ 
peare, the beautiful French Katha¬ 
kali dancer Annette Leday, who plays 
Cordelia, choreographed the production. 

"It was a wonderful experience work¬ 
ing with my guru and adapting the tradi¬ 
tional Kathakali style to Shakespeare," 
said Leday. "Performing at Shakespea¬ 
re’s Globe is a different thrill altogether." 

Leday, who learnt Kathakali under 
Padmanabhan Nair (who is playing 
Lear) in Kerala 20 years back and has 
been choreographing works involving 
Indian and Western artists for the past 
ten years under the Annette Leday/Keli 












Hofw the (^it^^keaire rose fr(m the mkes 

T be origin^ GQo^itesat^ iMis bo^ ibr William Sifdeeqiewe’s 
C(Ha{Nmy oi^bffm oa &»«aii&fa«bkbf dm Thames io 1599, (hsing 
theietga csr&aibe^ t fi^ipoabecan^ 

LoiKkm. 

la 1613 «^>mklkom« smgecaiin(m set fire to dtediatdied roof eftltt 

tbeatmaaditwasbunitout AteomdOIobewasl^ 

saaie foiuiditfiims a tiled rotrf'aad imm ornate interior/Shedtespeara 

died in 1616andthePuiltaas-dosed&e!i|K9^ia 1642. 

InmOSamWanamaleer 
founded the Shake^ware Okiliie . 

Tnist dedi(»ted tb.sm iirnsmationid 
imderstandmg o^SMwspeace in 
perfonnance. Restoradoa w<^ 
started in 1987and ccmstructkm 
begwinl993. L Tl [ 

On 12 June 1997 the Queen and 
FVuice Philip attmided the (^>ening 
of Shakespeae’s Globe <« the 

soudi bank of the River Thames, W , ,il pl ^. i_ l 

o{^KHite St Paul’s Cadiedial in 
Lxmdcni. The theatre looks exactly 

as it did in Shakespeare’s times. ^- 

with bays, pillars, wooden benches to sit on, mid the 

standing space in ftoot of the stage. It is based on desi^ by feigo Jones, a 

17th Cend^ architect whose designs were discovered inmi Oxfcwd library. 

The thea^’s aun is to expkne tbe impact of Sh^speare on other 
cultures by bringing international productions to the Globe. The 
programme is call^ Gl<^ to Globe and has featured a Zulu Macbeth in 
1997 and a Cuban The Tempest in 1998. This year, of coarse, it’s die turn 
of die Kathakali King Lear. 
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Company, was delighted to work with 
the masters of Kathakali from Kerala. 

"It was a constant process of 
exchange, we worked together learning 
from them and asking them to adapt as 
well, and the end product is sometoing 
unique and intense," said Leday. 

"The problem with presenting such a 
show was that the audience did not 
uhderstand Malayalam or had never 
se«i Kathakali," said McRuvte. "So we 
gave up the traditional slow build-up 
and went for something totally different. 
In the end it doesn’t matter that the audi¬ 
ence doesn’t understand the text and 
songs, the gestures and movements are 
so emotive that they can readily follow 


the storyline." 

For a bit of fun, the two wicked sisters 
—Gotierii and Regan—are being play¬ 
ed by male dancers wearing exaggerate 
busts. King Lear is painted in red and gre¬ 
en to symbolise royalty and violence, 
the King of France is in green, which 
stands for nobility and virtue, the wick¬ 
ed sisters are in black and dark blue to 
represent the primitive instincts of man, 
and Cordelia is presented more realisti¬ 
cally, in a sparkling orange. 

ITie character of the Fool played by 
Kalamandalam Manoj Kumar is inspir¬ 
ed by the character and make-up used by 
the Vidushak, the court jester whose role 
is central in Kutiyattam, the Sanskrit 


theatre of Kerala, which is the principal 
literary source of the Kathakali tradition. 

As the actors walked on to the 
sets of Shakespeare’s Globe and the 
curtains trembled to reveal an imposing 
King Lear, who took cenue-stage dress¬ 
ed in elaborate costume, and garishly 
made-up in green and red, the atmosphe¬ 
re wa.s electric. 

Goneril and Regan provided many 
laughs as they wooed the King of Fran¬ 
ce. Cordelia was expressive and grace¬ 
ful. The battle scene brought the house 
down a.s Goneril and Regan fought for 
the attentions of the King of Rf^ance. 
Quite an awesome experience. • 
eh n b mnl Bmau/tjoailon 






(L4I) Aair Mh, iM MaAhur antf Cyivs Sahukar 


Wacky, 

WACKIER, 

WACKIEST 


? The evening 
was a swell 
affair, but the funkiest 
part of the 19-June 
two-and-a-half-hour 
show at Bombay’s 
Famous Studio was 
probably the Wackiness 
Quotient Round. It was 
the glitzy finale of the 
second ‘Colgate Gel & 
MTV VJ Hunt’for the 
‘MostWantedVJNo.l.’ 
Over the past six weeks or 
so, more than 6,000 guys 
and girls, all aspiring 
veejays, had sent in their 
applications frcmi places 
as far as Ladakh and 
Shillong, even 
Kanyakumari down 
south. Unfortunately, to 
be a veejay you need to be 
wacky. So, only 12 made 
it to the final where they 
were quizzed and prob^ 
by a panel of judges that 
had celebs like Simi 
Garewal, Raveena 


Tandon, Aijun Rampal 
and Karan Johar among 
others. The sequence of 
events on the - 
1,200-square-foot stage 
with 40,000 watts of 
pulsating background 
music unfolded like this: 
the Wackiness Quotient 
Round evaluated how 
swanky they could be; the 
Grey Matter Round 
mercifully didn’t test 
scholastic aptitudes, just 
how witty they were; the 
Live and Direct Round 
was the dry-run for bigger 
things and the final 
Fashion Round judged 
how well you styled 
yourself. The three who 
finally made it were Asif 
Seth, Mini Mathur and 
Cyrus Sahukar. 

"We’re glad to add Mini, 
Cyrus and Asif to the 
MTV VJ brigade," said 
Natasha Malhotra, 
executive producer, MTV 
India. "[The] three... were 
selected for their... 
personality and style 
which reflects the MTV 
spirit of Enjoy!" Yes, and 
the ability for non-stop 
wackiness. : 


The 

ALTRUISTIC 
ROAD TO 
KARGIL 

|||■||■| High 
HHHI patriotism to 
filmic inspiration: for 
smart people it’s just a 
shmt, little road. After 
some of 

Bollywood’s sinewy 
icons jigged and flexed 
muscles at simdry charity 
shows, the Kargil conflict 
now gets cinematic 
extension. Directed by 
Shyam Maheshwari, the 
movie, titled Kargil, 
which will be shot in 
Jammu & Kashmir for 
that touch of authenticity, 
has Govinda’s nephew 



Aryan in the lead. The 
all-stop Kai^il altruistic 
express also picked up a 
few other celebrity 
passengers. In the wee 
hours of the morning 
Delhi-ites, who sacrificed 
the luxury of lazing on in 
bed, congregated at 
Nehru Park to listen to a 
recital by flautist Harl 



. M 


Compassion’s the key 


Empathy in 
times 6f 

shameless 

self-promotion, proactive 
Hollywood icons and an 
Indian musical genius 
raising money for 
under-privileged kids; 
maybe compassion’s the 
first step to selflessness? 
Bollywood’s music 
whn^d A.IL Rahiiiiii now 


figures alongside elite 
stars like Janica Lange, 
Goldie Hawn, Susan 
Sarandon, Brocdce 
Shields, Liam Neeson 
and singer Neneh Cherry, 
etc., in die international 
fimd-raising campaign, 
‘Listen’. At a recent press 
conference at hotel Leela 
Kempinsld in Bombay, 
Rahman and the 
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PwmJ Chamsla who was 

perfonning as part of the 
NDMC series on moraing 
ragas. The money was 
sent to die Kaigil relief 
fund. The audience, say 
organisers, was bigger 
than usual and though the 
real attraction may have 
been the guy with the 
flute, the donation was a 
spur-of-the-moment 
decision by the master 
who couldn’t control his 
emotions. Elsewhere, 
Nirmal Pandey, who stars 
in the play version of hit 
Hollywood movie The 
Square Circle, got the 
producers of his latest 
film. Ham Turn Pe Marte 
Main, to promise to 
forward 50 per cent of the 
proceeds and his entire 
acting fee to the relief 
fund. We are impressed. 


Oscar-winning actress 
announced their 
involvement with the 
US$ 40 million 
millennium project which 
will rope in 99 of the 
world’s leading artistes. 
"Having started work at 
the age of 11 after losing 
my father at nine, I 
understand the plight of 
kids who have to work for 
their survival," said 
Rahman. Meanwhile 
Lange, who along with 
Indian visual artists 
Sheela Gowda and 
Bhupen Kakkar, spent 
five days with Bombay’s 
kreet-children for a 
documentary film, came 
away "impressed". As she 
said lat^, it was their 
"cheerfulness and 
generosity extending 
even to a stranger like me, 
despite the daunting 
circumstances they live 
in" that touched her. 


MMMV Jul/ 1M9 
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Where HAVE THE 

GUYS GONE... 


' ‘ ; She got into scraps with Channel V 

,k people when she was veejaying for them, 
broke up with her hnsband, the less-famous Nitin Bali, 
then bagged roles in a couple of .serials and is currently 
anchoring the Bakeman 's Ooh! La La! countdown 
show on Star Plus. Now, in her post-break-up sizzle to 
centre-stage, the svelte, in.souciant-looking Ruby Bhatia 
has scalped another prize—a chat show on Star Plus 
called Kinetic Mega Show where she plays hostess. The 
show promises to be pure entertainment and nothing 
else. Every week, a celebrity will be invited in for an 
informal chat and "surprise sessions". The list of guests 
include Bollywood heart-throbs like Manisha Koirala, 
Sushmita Sen, Sonali Bendre and Shilpa Shetty. Have 
all the guys disappeared. Ruby? Or. don’t they measure 
up? 



















Cruising down the Ganga through six 
districts and eight centuries 


Da) 1.3.W)pm. Hahanmpiir 

The sky was soot black. The vessel a dazzling white, thrown in relief against the 
turgid river. The waters were a swirling, eddying mass of ochre-coloured liquid, 
with dead branches, human excreta and the odd dog carcass floating on it. Not a 
very promi,sing sight for the motley crowd of cynical journos, exasperated travel 
operators and exhausted tourists (the bus journey from Calcutta to Baharampur was 
delayed by three hours when the Maruti van carrying a TV crew which was trailing 
the bus got hit by a truck). Even as they quickly scurried on to the motorboat to 
reach the sanctuary of the launch before the rains started pelting and tucked into a 
late but gorgeously appetising afternoon lunch complete with typical Bengali 
delicacies as shuklo and murordiial, the talking point was the seeming 
intractability of the programme. Heritage, adventure, culture... history, romance, 
discovery... nawabs, the Bhakti movement, the East India Company... all in the 
course of a cruise along the Gmiga! Isn’t the West Bengal tourism department 
biting off more than it can chew? 



Day 1.5.(M) pm. Lalhagh 

This was the capital of Siraj-ud-daullah, the last independent nawab of Bengal 
before the East India Company began running the show. The remains of a 
dilapidated tonga stands in one’s way at the entrance to Wasif Manzil, the 
residence of the last nawab of Murshidabad under British rule, Wasif Ali Mirza. 
Inside, in the sprawling Durbar hall (where the courtesan Kazzanbai once created 
peacocks on the floor by dancing on flour), dressing-tables, writing bureaux, 
book-shelves .stacked with copies of The Calcutta Gazette have all been pushed 
against the walls. Rainwater is seeping down the darkened suite. The bed, a 
massive relic from the last century, is covered with a garish, velvety bedspread. 

There were a lot of marble statues, carpets and valuable crockery in these 
rooms, which have disappeared over the years," says Syed Reza M Mirza, 
grandson of the last nawab and now the superintendent of Wasif Manzil. "Till 
198.^. this place was managed by a private trust. Things improved somewhat after 
the Government of India took charge." But an authoritative directory of the items 
on display, and better maintenance seems to be the need of the hour. 
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1CI<K kwi&« from leftj Hif 
jouriipy begins at 
Baharampur, dinner on 
board, in front of 
Hararduart Palace, 


TRAVEL 


\ 




(Clockwise from rigftti 
Haurduari Palace; 
Chandelier inside the 
Durbar Hail; Nawab 
Humayun Jah confers with 
architect Mcleod Duncan; 
Reza Ali Mina, grandson of 
Uie last nawab 


The Imambara built by Nawab Feradun Jah in 
1848 looks like a derelict army barrack. The 
plaster has peeled oft from the imposing frontal 
facade—round, cusped arches flanked on cither 
side by Tuscan columns — and some of the 
doors and windows are missing. 

But the Hazarduari Palace, built in 1828 by 
Nawab. Humayun Jah and planned by the 
architect General McLeod Duncan is dazzling 
still, illuminated specially to give the cruise- 
party a better view. It looks quite out- 
of-this-world under the inky black night sky 
with a little mosque silhouetted against the struc¬ 
ture. It’s a treasure trove really, the largest reposi- 
toiy of paintings, Grecian sculptures, three- 
dimensional Company School paintings, silver 












The iMrii of Wasrt Af> Mtrza. 
the Si*st nawab of 
Mitirshyabad under Britick 
ruk' ileftj - 
Orirba.' HaSS V*'asff 
iWaniif Uselnw! 



sedan chairs, ivory-inlaid palanquins and other 
memorabilia of Bengal's nawabs. 

NcKir Mohammad, who lakes us around the 
armoury, unlinngly answers every persistent 
queiy about how miniature canons can be used 
as icvolvers, and points out that Siraj- 
ud-DauIlah’s sword was a grxul five leet in leng¬ 
th. The crowd hangs upon his every word as he 
moves on from Nadir Shah's headgear to Mir 
Kasim’s dagger, to a shield used by the lirst 
nawab of Murshidabad, Murshid Quli Khan. A 
lei low-member of the press ptiints out that a sign¬ 
board at the enhance says most of these weajxins 
have only been 'attributed to' these historic figu¬ 
res. But nobody pays attention. 

Dio 1. S.IH* pn’., itr hoard. Chdntvkk’ 


Over a dinner of chicken chanp and mutton I 
hinmni. cooked in ‘authentic’ nawahi style, 1 
ask Javanta Sanyal, principal secretary, tourism. 
We.st Bengal, what he thinks of the row of shant¬ 
ies that have sprung up along the courtyard of the 
Hazurduari Palace, ‘these shops sell anything 
from liK'al artefacts to tea and biscuits, littering 
the place with gay abandon. "The encroachers 
will be relivated.” says Sanyal. "but that’s the 
Archaeological Survey of India's job." 

Talking of heritage, why were not Khosh Bag 
(the garden which houses the grave of Siraj); 
Kqjra Mosque, famous for its huge minars, slen¬ 
der turrets and the flight of steps underneath 
which Murshid Quli Khan’s mortal remains are 
buried; and Nabadwip. the birthplace of saint 
and social reformer Sri Chaitanya not included 
in the. itinerary’.’ Sanyal talks of the time con- 
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straim which does notatlow too inany stops m a three-day cnuse, but adds that 
visits to places of particular interest could be undertaken individually. 

Does think people would buy this tour for a steep Rs 5000, when anyone 

could easily do those handful of h^tage sites on one’s own for less than Rs 1000? 
"But this is a tour vdiich is very special," insists Sanyal. "All the artefacts in 
Hazarduari have been displayed, the facade has been given a facelift, the Durbar 
Hall has been opened and the camna allowed in. And the biggest value for money. 
I’d say, is the £^b air from the river." 

Fair enough. That’s cme thing no one can dispute the quality of! 

Day 2,6.00 am, Azin^nj 

We are in Char Bangla, four temples enclosing a small courtyard, built in 17SS by 
Rani Bhavani of Natme. Siraj-ud-Daullah once famously fell in love with her 
daughtmTara and antagonist the mother for good. So much so thm she joined 
forces with the British to oust Siraj, thus paving the way for 200 years of foreign 
rule. 

The facades attract because of their ornamental brickwork, depicting themes 
drawn from the Hindu epics and the Puranas. Figurines of Kali, Havana and 
Makara peep out of the comice, jostling for space with musicians and soldiers. One 
marvels at the precision, the finnesse widi which evmy movement has been 
arrested in terracotta sculptures by the nameless artisans. 

Day 2,4.00 pm, Mayapur 

The journey to the world’s largest centre of the Vaishnava cult, the ISKCON, takes 
a good eight hours. Heavy rain lashes against the steamer, it bobs on the water, the 
people sitting on the deck run for cover but the rains are faster. A little boat gets 
turned over before it can unfurl the sail. A big chunk of the river bank collapses into 
the water, head-on. In the distance, thick black clouds are separated by a streak of 
Ught. It looks surreal. 

By the time we reach Maytqrur, one is drenched to the bones. 1 cling to a 
fellow-traveller, barefoot on a slippery ground, underneath the umbrella we are 
sharing, winding our way through the Oriental garden to gurukut, a natty row of 
designer thatched cottages with mud walls, where the devotees of Lord Krishna are 
conducting a discourse. It seems like a little island, oblivious of the world outside, 
which is drowning. 

Later, we wade through ankle-deep water to the Chandradaya temple, where the 
atmosphere is very similar to a party. The quasi-Charleston danced to the 
frenzied cry of ‘Hare Krishna’ tears through the air as beautiful people—black, 
brown and white—gather in celebration. 

On our way back from the shore to the launch, the country boat being used as 
feeder transport refuses to start. As the boatman pumps hard at 

—— , yEg.;v ’ ”r. the motor, the boat starts drifting away from the 

-i shore, but completely in the opposite direction 
from our vessel, towards an uncanny light some- 
'• “' faraway in the horizon. Minutes pass, and 

' 3''vhile it looks like this could be the end of 

the journey. Finally, a motorboat comes along to 
tow us back home. 


Day 3, Kalna. Cbandanoagon and IkJur 


b.A**.’ . ; , 


More terracotta in Kalna. most famous for its 
108 Shiva temples built in 1809 by the Maharaja 
of Burdwan. The temples, now standing in an 
unweeded garden, are arranged in two con¬ 
centric circles, with such architectural mastery 
that the Shivlingas inside them all seem to point 
to a single direction. Kalna was also the haunt of 
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(Clockwise from the toitil 
Ferrying cattle atop a 
country tM»at; a shrine 
housing Sri Chaitanya’s 
footprints, Kaina; a band 
playing at the Dupleix 
Palace, Chamiannagore, 
the remains of a royal 
carriage. Lalbagh 



Sri Chaitanya. 'Fhe pnest in Mahaprabhu Mandir 
lovingly unwraps a manuscript for us. It’s a Mai- 
thili translation of the BhagahadGita, supposed¬ 
ly written by Sri Chaitanya, in his own hand. The 
story may be apociyphal but the calligraphy is 
breathtaking' 

As soon as we step into the Governor’s Palace 
in Chandannagorc, a French colony only 50 
years back, a band pipes up. playing a welcome 
ditty. The museum is full of 19th century French 
furniture, vases and glassware, apart Irom jour¬ 
nals published by the freedom fighters in the 
earlier part of this centuiy (Chandannagorc was 
the hotbed of revolutionary activities during Indi¬ 
a’s struggle for freedom) ilic star attraction is, of 
course. Dupleix s bed (the French governor bet¬ 
ween 1731 and 1741) which has a little staircase 
attached. 

The last stop is Belur. the headquarters o( the 
Ramakiishna Mission and the abixlc of Swaini 
Vivekanaiida The river looks most tame and 
serene m this place At the evening prayer .ses¬ 
sion, a thousand monks break into a song in prai 
•se ofSri Ramaknshna—the eclectic 19th Centu¬ 
ry saint whose teachings of universal love and 
brotherhood .still has a tremendous pull. The 
chant resonates through the prayer hail and seeps 
into the consciousness. 

Das . 1 ,8.(10 pm, ( alcuttn 

Can this be the city we all knowOr has it been 
transformed overnight by the touch of a magic 
waiid"^ Tall buildings etched against the night 
sky look down on us, their lights shimmering in 
the water, as we gently sail along under the majes¬ 
tic structures of the Howrah Bridge and the 
Vidya.sagar Setu. The band plays louder, work¬ 
ing towards a grand finale but gets drowned 
under the sound of laughter and goodbyes and 
busy exchange of addresses on scraps of papers. 

But the river looks as nonchalant as ever. It 
Just keeps rolling along. • 

UKheMtrmMamBmau 

Tamtada Bmim jmB 
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POLITICS 





With former JD 
spHnter groups tike 
UkSfiakti, 
Samata Parly and I 
IlieBJDund^one 
umbrefla, there is I 
now talk of 
reunification of the 
old lanata Dal 


Fusion Pangs 


T he Junuta Da! is iaciriji yel ano- 
thei crisis As if the mass exo¬ 
dus o! people from the Dal to 
other parlies was not eiurugh, 
the splits have also been com¬ 
ing at regular intervals. And now, that 
seems to be the inily way to keep alive a 
party facing extinction. 

When the JD Political Affairs Com¬ 
mittee (PAD held its first meeting in 
Delhi, the r.iood was sombre Jaipal 
Reddy had demanded that Karnataka 
chief minister J.H. Patel face disciplina¬ 
ry action for suggesting a tie-up with 
BJP allies. On his part, Patel flew down 
to Delhi and hosted a lunch lor Samata 
Party leaders George Fernandes, Jaya 
Jaitly and Nitish Kumar at Kamat^a 
Bhavan. Apart from Ram Vilas Paswan, 
who’s also keen to tie up with the Sama¬ 
ta in Bihar, no either JD leader was 
present. 

At the very moment when Patel and 
Paswan were discussing the merits of 


One faction in the 
Janata Dal wants a 
tie-up with the 
National Democratic 
Alliance. The other is 
vehemently opposed 
to it 

Chinese cuisine over Indian with Fernan¬ 
des, a sulking Deve Gowda was being 
placated by Amar Singh to join 
Mulayam .Singh Yadav and Sharad 
Pawar’s front. 

The party was on the verge of a .split. 
At the meeting, Gowda sat next to par¬ 
ty chief Sharad Yadav, and kept mutter¬ 
ing in his ear. "Please do not ally with 
the BJP," he said in a loud whisper. Gow¬ 
da’s predicament was easy to under¬ 


stand. While most ot the others - mclu 
ding the party president biriisell - had 
something to gain by a st.itcwise allian 
ce with the National Demo^ vatic Allian 
cc (NDA). his gimip had evervihmg to 
lose. All along, Gowda had been \ ocilci 
oils in his anti-BJP propaganda Hi’W 
could he now merge with its allies? 

F.leven PAC members agreed with 
Gowda’s propos.il .mil opposed .1 rnei- 
gcr with the NDA. However, the pro 
NDA group h.id a majority in the paitv's 
national executive. Sharad Yadav’s 
view was that the state leaders should be 
allowed the freedom ot entering into alli¬ 
ances at the state level Patel tind Paswan 
agreed, but went a .step fiirthei. "Our 
fight has not been against commu 
nalism We have always fought against 
cotTuption," Paswan had pointed out at 
the lunch at Karnataka Bhavan 'ft was 
only because of the Babri Masjid demob 
tion and V.P. Singh that we aligned with 
the secular parties. And what could be 
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more corrupt than a party which has 
aligned with Jayalalitha? And a party 
which supports Laloo Yadav," he had 
added. 

(jowda's group does not agree with 
this. On his side arc Jaipal Reddy, 
Madhu Dandavate, S.R. Bommai, C.M, 
Ibrahim and Srikant Jena 'Fhey meet 
regularly at Gowda’s residence in Delhi. 
The other group holds its meetings at 
Karnataka Bhavan and this consists of 
the party president, the Karnataka chief 
minislei. l.K. Gujral and Ram Vilas 
Paswan. 

For his part, Gujral has already started 
his own communication channel with 
the BJP. Whether the party is ready to 
forget the fact that Gujral refu.sed to cast 
his vote in favour of the Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee government a few months ago, is 


another matter. (In fact, Vajpayee him¬ 
self had rung up Gujral and solicited his 
vote. Reddy had refused.) 

I n the meantime, the Congress was put¬ 
ting its own pressure on the Janata 
Dal. Arjun Singh, who was away in 
Madhya Pradesh, called Sharad Yadav 
on the eve of the PAC meeting and asked 
him not to take any hasty decision. But 
what Singh hopes to offer Yadav after 
doing a deal with his bete noire (the 
other Yadav from Bihar) is not clear. 
From all accounts, the JD president did¬ 
n't give Singh’s call much thought. 

In Bihar, the Janata Dal has realised 
that in order to win against Laloo Yadav 
it needs to con.solidate the anti-LalcKi 
vote. Which is why Paswan—who very 
nearly pressed his buzzer in favour of 



Sharad Yadav thbiks that itate leaders 
should be allowed the freedom of 
choosliv their allies at the state level 


the BJP on the floor of the House in 
April and was later patted on the back by 
Laloo when it was discovered that he 
had voted along with the .secular forces 
—IS so keen on a tie-up with the Samata 
Party. 

In Orissa as well, the state unit has 
advocated a merger with Navin Pat- 
naik’s BJD. However, state leader Srik¬ 
ant Jena, who has always opposed Pat- 
naik at the state level, opposed this. He 
pointed to the futility of reaping the anti- 
incumbency vote and agreed with 
Gowda in that the Dal should oppose the 
NDA 

In Karnataka, Patel has a greater pro¬ 
blem on his hands. While Paswan is 
merely worried about his own seat, he 
has to worry about an entire state. K:)ma- 
taka will be facing both the Assembly 


Main Players in The 
Janata Dal Drama 


tiaiid: lititialiy, BJP u uod . Changed fais tone to "We 
camtot Mick to oar resolution of eqaid^tauce from the BJP and die 
Congresa. The Telugu Deaam PUTty the National Conference are also 

part of the NDAmid ho chastity aUgning with it" 

SiddanMiidi^pH<y.ic^^mfnn/er nf Karnataka) 

Stand ; "Liok Shakti cwi be pmt'of the dtird front only if it severs all ties with 
theBJP 

Bam a lht i l i iia Hnd a jLok $htdai 

Stand: "Candefltns a twe.* Initial mid Waa lasdumental in the tie-up 
withPuel . 

lUI. Omw ttaNMla 

Stand: Dead agidnst Hegde's Lok ^taddi. CUdms to be with the ^secutm’ 
tbices and (xmtinues m be pto-Cicaifre^ :> 

Sharad Yadav (/anoto Dc/prejwfenr) 

Stand: Contradicts himself. Says "We have Patel to shelve his 

propasal for an alliance with t^NDA." Also claims that the JD Political 
Affairs Committee has asked Patd to ‘iM-oadbase’ the Dal by bringing in 
splinter groups 

' ' ' . ' p 

ftaanai ttaraa r (dvilaviatiimrrMmr) 

Stand: "Patel cannot be part of die NDA at air 

BiS. Yedli waap a {BJP sMte pfesfcfent) 

Stand: C^po^ to the indu<^(meCdieJJH. Patel faction. "TheBJPmid 
Lok Shakti alone can win both the eleaions" 
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and LokSabha polls in September And, 
unfortunately, the BJP is not too keen to 
take on an alliance partner that it has 
been criticising all along. In fact, civil 
aviation minister Ananth Kumar stress¬ 
ed this point when he met the Prime 
Minister in Delhi. 

When Patel was asked about this, he 
retorted that he had only allied with the 
Samata and the Lok Shakti. If the BJP 
had a problem then it was upto Fernan¬ 
des and Hegde to sort it out. He would 
not go to the BJP. 

But he did. Just a day later, he sought 
an appointment with the Prime Minister 
and had a 45-minute meeting with him 

I t couldn’t get worse for the ruling JD 
in Karnataka — the only state with a 
JD government. While the party has 
almost been wiped out elsewhere, it still 
can’t keep its flock together 
Last fortnight, the Janata Dal state 
unit sat for two day.s to decide on allian¬ 
ce partners for the Assembly and parlia¬ 
mentary elections. Patel and Siddaramai - 
ah, deputy chief minister and the state 
Dal president, had declared after a detail¬ 
ed session with party members that the 
Janata Dal would be equidistant from 
the BJP and the Congress in the coming 
elections. Patel had declared that both 
these parties were a "curse and cancer". 
To drive home his point further, he told 
his supporters: "Instead of staying in a 
big house under somebody’s obliga¬ 
tions, It IS always better to live in a small 
one with .self-respect." 

In less than 24 hours, Patel had chang¬ 
ed his mind. At a breakfast meeting with 
old friend and Lok Shakti president 
Ramakrishna Hegde along with defence 
minister George Fernandes, Patel decid¬ 
ed that a 'small house’ wouldn’t! work 
— not for the parliamentary elections at 
least. 

For the faction-ridden ID, a volte- 
face like this is nothing new. Besides, 
splits and mergers have been taking 
place with unfailing regularity. Discre¬ 
dited for a weak leadership and an ineffi¬ 
cient government in Karnataka, the par¬ 
ty has nothing to lose. "The Janata Dal 
lias become insignificant," complains a 
Dal minister, "An alliance with any of 
the bigger parties will, at least, ensure 
survival for a few of the sitting MLAs." 

Sources say that Sharad Yadav has 
been backing Patel on the alliance issue 
and the ‘fence-sitting’ is just part of 
‘public posturing'. "The battle is basical¬ 
ly for who gets the symbol," explains a 
Patel-supporter. 


With former JD splinter groups like 
Lok Shakti Samata Party and the BJD 
under one umbrella, there is now talk of 
reunification of the old Janata Dal. 
There is also talk of alignment and 
realignment of forces 

P atel's entry into the NDA has wider 
ramifications. The inclusion of 
Patel and his troupe into the BJP-led 
NDA means a lot at the state level. An 
angry state BJP president, B.S. Yediyu- 
rappa, and Ananth Kumar 
said: Since the party is facing 

disintegration, Patel is trying to postpo¬ 
ne the eventuality." 

Factions within the BJP have already 
made, their stand clear. Yediyurappa and 
Ananth Kumar have briefed Prime Mini¬ 
ster Vajpayee extensively on the risks 
involved. "We have made our stand 
clear and the rest is for the Prime Mini¬ 
ster to decide on what he thinks is best 
for the party," says Yediyurappa. 

The inclusion of Patel means that the 
BJP will get targeted for the non¬ 
performance of the JD government. 


Besides, the party is fighting a neck- | 
and-neck contest with the Congress. Kar¬ 
nataka IS a crucial state for two reasons. 
Firstly, with Assembly and parliamenta¬ 
ry elections being held simultaneously, 
there is a lot at stake. And secondly, the 
BJP, after a disgraceful performance in 
Assembly elections in Delhi, Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh, is banking more 
on the southern states this time. The 
northern belt does not seem to hold 
much for the BJP. The added burden of a 
non-performing government in Karnata¬ 
ka also sets the odds against the party. 
The getting together of the present Jana¬ 
ta Dal and its splinter groups may mean 
reliving some nostalgic moments of for¬ 
mer glory, but not many within the BJP 
consider this ‘wise’. 

The Congress is quiet so far. And 
there is little that they can do right now. 
Whatever the ca.se may be, the Karnata¬ 
ka elections promise the best in terms of 
theatrics and chaos. With the Janata Dal 
around, can all that be far behind'? • 
A0i$tfa Joahl/BmngalormaudPrfy* 
»ahg^/NmwD0tM 
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j Here are some questions to 
mull over in the aftermath of 
Operation Vijay 


Beyond 


MDUHASWONtheKargil war, its second successive victo¬ 
ry after the Liberation of Bangladesh. The triumph on the 
scraggy pinnacles of Kargil is militarily more outstanding 
than the capture of Dhaka. Liberating Kargil, the jawans were 
fighting an extraordinarily well-prepared, equipped and moti¬ 
vated Pakistan Army at a time and at a place of its choosing iro- 
nicaly on our territory. The war started with both the balance 
of initiative and military advantage weighted heavily in 
Pakistan’s favour. 

The size and scale of aggression, whose contours were nei¬ 
ther fully deciphered nor undersUnxl, had the Indian Army ini¬ 
tially groping. Unfortunately for Pakistan, it could not pull 
through a grand commando operation. For Kargil was a moun¬ 
tain too far and the recharged Indian Army by then, 
unstoppable. 

The immediate agenda after Kargil is to place the military 
and diplomatic victory in perspective and focus on the uchieve- 
ments of the jawan. It is time to reassure him he is neither 
expendable nor disposable. Why can't nation salute its soldier 
when he is alive, not just when he is dead? 

But instead the knives are out accompanying the witch- 
hunting spree. In the namn of accountability one should be 

IndiM Mldltra traMng their gun at the enenv 1^^ 


wary of falling into the who-is-to-blame trap right now. This 
will sour and sully a hard-earned victory. Of course, there is 
need for a White Paper on Beyond Kargil ensuring the sancti¬ 
ty of the LoC and lessons from the war. As part of its after¬ 
action report, the army has already started an enquiry on failu¬ 
re to detect the intrusions in time. In the aftermath of Kargil, 
here are 20 questions to mull over. 

Q: Wlurt mm thm Imnwdlat* tanks for tho military In 
Kargil? 

A: Once the intrusions are sanitised, the 27-year-old gaps bet¬ 
ween defences in Kargil have to be plugged—by surveillan¬ 
ce and occupation. This does not imply establishing a string of 
posts but blocking routes of infiltration and preventing 
encroachement. The glaciated areas and those that are snow¬ 
bound in winter are to be kept under air and ground surveillan¬ 
ce. Early warning radars and other technology aids for detec¬ 
tion, yet to be tested for these altitudes, if operable can be 
deployed. 

There is absolutely no difficulty in .selecting a new gnd of 
posts closing the existing gaps. However, three doubts remain 
in people’s mind. That Kargil is Siachen, a large high-altitudc 
force will be required and it will cost Rs 10-15 crore a day. All 
these are unfounded exaggerations. The only doubt is about 
certain ptrsts that will have to be vacated in winter. The rules 



















Kargil 

on vacation of posts have been changing over the years. Our 
holding additional posts will force Pakistan to do the same on 
its side. It will also stimulate the development and economy 
of Kargil. The additional deployment will be no more than 
three to four extra infantry units, not brigades as mentioned. 

Q: What about action outsitfo KMgll? 

A: Security of the LoC apart, the preventive deployment of 
the armed forces — which has acted as a strategic weight 
against Pakistan—along the re.si of the LoC and international 
border should continue till winter and elections. This will 


Kargil has highlighted the 
grave deficiencies in the 
management of defence 
funding through taking risks 
in depressed allocations in 
favour of populist 
measures 


deter Pakistan from indulging in proxy-war and raising the 
ante in insurgency in the Valley later this year. A comprehen¬ 
sive counter-insurgency campaign to root out guest militants 
and local accomplices is overdue. Indian strategy should for¬ 
ce Pakistan into respecting LoC by raising political, diploma¬ 
tic and military costs of repeating Kargil. 

Q: Is tfMs/uwM armsd md siiuippsd to fight along 
thoLoC? 

A: The state of defence preparedness is related to actual and 
potential capacity of the adversary. The victory in Kargil has 
conclusively proven no conspicuous shortcoming. At the 
same time, more sophisticated equipment would have reduc¬ 
ed time and casualties to some extent. In the high mountains, 
the man-machine mix is weighted on the side of a fitter, agile 
and motivated soldier. Technology is a force multiplier, 
unlike in the plains where it is a battle-winner. 

Unfair comparisons have been made with the state- 
of-the-art weapons and equipment usexl to selectively arm 
2,000 Pak soldiers holding the Kargil heights. No anny can 
immediately respond to such a situation unless contingency 
plans have addressed such aberrations on the LoC. A large- 
scale breach of LoC and the rush of troops to Kargil were both 
unexpected. Therefore, high-altitude equipment had to he 
ordered or bought off the shelf after the war started, 

The long-standing demands for Low Intensity ConPict 
(LIC) equipment and upgrading the armoury of the jawan 
have moved woefully slow. The DRDO is culpable for this. 
Military equipment goes through tortuous acquisitionprocedu- 
res before materialising. These were waived during Kargil. 
The lesson is not only in modernising equipment but also 
streamlining systems. Op Readiness is an ‘around the clock’ 
and ‘calendar military necessity'. 

Indian troofit atop ToMhig Ridss 





Q: Wm tiM war a consmiuMic* or a dMHnliig dwfMi* 
eabatUat? 

A: Many experts would agree with tlris formulation and also 
attribute to it the dilution of conventional military deterrence 
which encouraged Pakistan to do a Kargil. This sequential 
view is only partly tenable as neglect in defence allocation is a 
decade-old phenomenon. The anomalies in the budgetting 
and expenditure systems are endemic. 

Kargil has highlighted the grave deficiencies in the manage¬ 
ment of defence funding through taking risks in depressed 
allocations in favour of populist measures. Every finance 
minister has poetry in his budget speech but there is no poetic 
justice in the one-hner "additional needs of defence will be 
met if required." 

Q: How ofr^lve ha* boon tho highor managomont 
of war? 

A: The higher direction of war by a caretaker government and 
its interface with military high command have been commen¬ 
dable. All this despite a warped higher defence organisation, 
wonky National Security Council fNSC), an ill-fitting intellig¬ 
ence apparatus and not the best of civil-military relations. The 
unwieldy military machine spearheaded by a lumbrous army 
lost valuable time revving up. 

But then it delivered. The credit for this must go to Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee heading the Cabinet Commit¬ 
tee on Security which met regularly, at times every day It 
gave the armed forces a simple unencumbered task: to evict 
the armed intruders without crossing the LoC. There was no 
political interference and pressure of time on the conduct of 
battle which was left to the serv'ice chiefs headed by the Chief 
of Army Staff who is also Chairman Chief of Staff Commit 
tee. Even in hindsight, the decision not to cross the LOC was 
wise. 





Although Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif has, as before 
the war, emerged the 
strongest node of power in 
Pakistan, the army, the ISI 
and fundamentalist groups 
continue to call some of the 
shots. Nawaz Sharif was 
unable to deescalate the 
war sooner than he did 
because of the vested 
interests of each of these 
groups... 





Q: How Mrious aro ehaigoo of Mibvorolon by th# 
lurtlvos of KargH and root of JftK? 

A: This is a serious risk India has lived with for long. It has 
resisted acting again.st suspects or traitors for political rea¬ 
sons. The late.st infiltration of the BSF camp in Bandipora is 
an example. But the most disturbing incident occurred in ear¬ 
ly June in Turtuk. At least, one dozen Pakistan infiltritors with 
30 weapons were ambushed near Turtuk. They were part of a 
plan to turn the Siachen defences and recapture territory lost 
in 1971 to the Tiger of Turtuk, Col Rinchen, MVC and bar. 

Four villages in Turtuk — all Balti Muslims—were impli¬ 
cated in this operation. Despite army insistence on their remo¬ 
val from the sensitive btirder area, only 11 families were 
deported. There are other tales of sabotage and subversion 
from Kargi I. It is time to decide what i s more important. Defen¬ 
ce of suspects or defence of LoC. 

Q: How UMful wastho Infonnation war? 

A: Like ground combat, this also took time picking up. This 
was fought by different agencies and at different levels. The 
predominant theme was Pakistan’s betrayal of India and the 
latter's righteous cause in launching tlie military riposte. But 
the role of Indian media and public mood and support were 
the force multipliers which defeated Pakistan info-war ba.scd 
on denials. The army had set up a special cell for its info and 
psywar. 

Alai Behan Vajpayee was its prime practitioner. He claim¬ 
ed ri/rtv on 10 July even belore Pakistan announced with¬ 
drawals he had pre-empted both Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
and President Bill Cl inton from taking credit for it. He suggest¬ 
ed the withdrawals weir forced by military victory not US 
diplomacy. 

Army convoy canying reinforcements to Dras 
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Prime Minister A.B. 
V^ipayee ciaimed vijay on 
10 Juiy. And even before 
Pakistan announced 
withdrawais, he had 
pre-empted both Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
President Biii Ciinton from 
taking credit for it. He 
suggested the withdrawais 
were forced by miiitary 
victory not US 
diplomacy 





. I Q: Wasthewarpoitticisad? 

A: An attempt was made by the Oppnsiiion parties to separate 
I the poveninieni from the army so that it could attack the for- 
, met withtuit hurting the latter This was resented by the milita¬ 
ry w ho said; we take orders Irorn the governtnent. Any distinc¬ 
tion lictwecn the two would have spread confusion in the 
ranks The politicisation of the war has started in the run up to 
the elections. This will inevitably sully the image of the armed 
‘ forces and hurt {hejnyvan. 

I Q: What has baan tha roia of diplomacy? 

A: Winning the other war; isolating Pakistan mtcrnaiionally. 
and w'tnning ovei Pakistan’s traditional all-weather ally 
t China and strategic partner USA on Kargil It won for India 
the rest ot the war after Tiger Hill without fiehtmg it. 

Q: What lathe coat of tha war? 

A: Theie is no definitive cost r,slimate as yet. The figures 
which have been bandied about range from Rs 5,(XK) crore to 
Rs crore to Rs 10-15 crore per day ol the w'ar. The main 
items arc war losses, new equipment, transportation cost, avia¬ 
tion, air and artillery costs, compensation for casualties and 
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now, the new costs for defending Kargil. SiiNnAv’smost libe¬ 
ral estimate is less than Rs 1,000 crore. But a reported Kargil 
cess ol Rs 5,0(X) crore would be cashing in on the Kargil mood. 

Q: What was Pakistan’s gamaplm in Kar^gli? 

A: The plan was not as grandio,se or complicated as announc¬ 
ed by the United Jehad Council but rather simply to cut off the 
Leh road and turn the ,Siachcn defences the botlomline being 

After Tiger Hill fell on 4 July, 
the decline in Pakistan Army 
started. The choice became 
clear—between military 
defeat and withdrawal. The 
Northern Light Infantry 
chose to retreat. Pakistan 
however played the charade 
of appealing to the 
Mujahideen to withdraw. 
Had they not, their defences 
would have been overrun, 
latest by 20 July 



to internationah.sc Kashmir. The intrusion plan was hrilliant, 
its execution less impressive, but failing to fai tor its internatio¬ 
nal repercussion and India’s response was the fatal flaw. Paki¬ 
stan could not afford to fight a war. 

Q: What ware tha mlUtaiy shortcoming? 

A: Their preparation.s were not as sound as made out to be. 
Pakistan failed to exploit the wide gap noilh of Chorbaila, 
south of Turtuk now renamed a.s Hanif sector. This is puzzling 
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because it is the key to Siaclien. 


Q: Why did th* Piddstan plan fall? 

A: A series of miscalculations; about cutting the Leh road, car¬ 
rying through the Mujahideen mask on their regular army, 
strong Indian military reaction, which included air strikes and 
international condemnation. These failures locked Pakistan 
in issuing convoluted denials: regular troops not involved, 
LoC not crossed, dead bodies not Pakistanis and therefore not 
for theirs to acceptetc. Once their defences started crum- 



Buttons and badges retrieved from the dead Pakistani 
Anny personnel 



Pay books of Pak soldiers recovered from the war zone 


bling, so did tire morale and willingness to fight. The news for 
the appeal for withdrawal created panic. 

Q: What is the Internal power play after the war In 
Pakistan? 

A: Although Nawaz Sharif has, as before the -war, emerged 
the strongest node of power in Pakistan, the army, the ISl and 
fundamentalist groups continue to call some of the shots. 
Nawaz Sharif was unable to deescalate the war sooner than he 
did because of the vested interests of each of these groups. 


Eventually, when groups from within the establishment got 
together a majority view was culled. At present, publicly only 
the Islamic fundamentalists have opposed the withdrawal 
from Kargil. 

Q: Why was ths Northern Light infantry (NLI) regi- 
mant singlad out by Pakistan for this war? 

A: For reasons of secrecy and limiting move ol troops into 
Gilgit-Skardu. None were inducted from outside the Noiihern 
Areas, which according to a court ruling is nut part of Pakistan 
but undivided J&K 'fhe NLI single-handedly bore the brum 
of fighting and suffered 700 killed and 1,200 wounded The 
question being asked is why one single regiment from a leinu- 
te area was made the sacrificial goat. 

Q: Had thoro boon no withdrawal, how long would 
the war have gone on? 

A: After Tiger Hill fell on 4 July, the decline in Pakistan Army 
started. The choice became clear — between military deleat 
and withdrawal. NLI chose to retreat Pakistan however play 
ed the charade of appealing to the Mujahideen to withdiaw 
Had they not, their defences would have been oncituii within 
10 to 15 days, latest by 20 July 

Q: Has nucioar dotorronco worked In provonting all- • 
out war? 

A: Yes, but thanks to Pakistan, Kargil has lent credcnci to inc 
10-year-old Western view that Kashmir is a nucieai flash¬ 
point. This IS Pakistan’s iiegativ'e gam which it will live to 
regret, Nuclear deterrence will not work at subconventioiul/li- 
mited war level. A positive faiUuit from Kaigil is a better per¬ 
ception on each side of the other’s military thieshold 

Q: Why wore ths easualtiss so high? 

A: The attacker, especially in mountains is at a disadvantage 
against the defender. Artillery has accounted for nearly 80 per 
cent of casualties on both sides Pakistan gunneis have shown 
greater accuiacy due to their gun locating radar which India 
does not have. The delay in bringing down from heights to 
bases, the wounded, has led to many deaths Had India had a 
fleet of high altitude helicopters and some helipads in the war 
zone, casualty evacuation would have been inoie lesponsive 
and many lives saved The figure ol .^95 killed, may have been 
I educed by one-third 

Q: What is loft of Indo-Pak roiations? 

A: They are in tatters. Mutual suspicion and distrust have ero¬ 
ded CBMs painfully developed over the yeais Probably the 
biggest blow IS at the military level. For once, the Indian 
soldier will really loathe his Pakistani coiirilcrpart But the 
dooi to the Lahore process will not be closed. 

Q: What are the lessons from Kargil? 

A: What stands out most is tlie law courage ol soldiers and the 
outstanding leadership of young officers I'he main lesson is 
in the perils of lowering Operational Readiness. The need for 
modernising intelligence, military equipment and a proper I oi- 
ce balance for LlC has been highlighted. Kargil has undei scoi 
ed jointmanship. 

A Kashmir policy must be invented, supported by an opeia- 
tional doctrine that will persuade Pakistan to respect sanctity 
of LoC. • 

Abtf. Om. Aahok K. MmMm/Nmw Dmihl 
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WHERE EAQLES DARE: /4 Mig-23 prepares m take ojffor a mission 


O n 25 May when Piimc 
Minister Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee gave the green 
signal for air strikes in Kar- 
gil, little did the pilots 
know what was in store. No air force in 
the world had ever carried out opera¬ 
tions at heights above I6,(XX) feet. No 
aircraft has been designed for terrain 
like Kargil’s. No exercises had been con¬ 
ducted by the Indian Air Force (lAF) in 
this area. It was definitely not the place 
the air force had been expecting to con¬ 
duct operations in case of war. 

Except lor a few Cheetah helicopters 
which conducted air reconnaissance or 
transported senior army officials to the 
area, rarely was a sortie planned in this 
secloi. And suddenly on 25 May, air 
strikes codenamed Operation Safed 
Sagai were ordered. The air force press¬ 
ed into action its MiG-21 s and 23s. It 
improvised the MI-17 helicopter, armed 
it with machine guns, called it a gunship 
and flew it close to target the intruders. 
But after the lAF lost two aircraft and a 


Ml-17 with Its crew, it rcali.sed it needed 
a review' of strategics. 

Recalling the initial days of action, 
the AOC-in-C, Western Air Command 
(WAC), Air Marshal Vinod Patney told 
Sdnoay, "I didn’t want to risk my pilots 
any further. In a terrain like this (Kargil), 
tangible gains are difficult to come by 
and losing resources without gains isn't 
good strategic thinking." So after the 
first few days, the air force started what 
Air Marshal Patney tenned ‘cost-benefit 


BRASS TALK: Air Chief Marshal 
A. Y. Tipnis said the Pakistani F-I6s 
were twice barely 15 km away from 
Indian aircraft 


The Mirage aircraft was the mainstay 
for precision attacks using thousand 
pound bombs fitted with a iaser kit. 
This was an improvisation to cut cost. 
In addition, the lAF used the Jaguars 
aiong with the Mi6-25s for 
reconnaissance 
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operations’. 

The air force flew about 6,500 sorties 
in the whole operation. Twelve hundred 
of these were done by fighters, of which 
550 were strike stories. At an average, 
10 to 11 strike missions took off in a day. 
The remaining 650 sorties were underta¬ 
ken for reconnaissance and air-defence 
purposes. 

About half of the total sorties were 
used for transporting goods to the front. 
A senior lAF official disclosed that the 


air force airlifted 6,500 tonnes of load 
including ammunition, food, drinking 
water and other logistic requirements 
As many as 30,000 personnel were tians- 
ported in the form of casualties or fresh 
reinforcements by the an force. The 
choppers also player! a crucial role in 
transportation In fact they exhausted as 


many as 925 flying hours. 

Since the maximum area of penetra¬ 
tion was 10 to 12 kilometres, it was 
impossible to carry out strikes while fly¬ 
ing towards the LoC. Most of the 
fighters have a turning radii of around 
six to eight kilometres. Obviously, there 
was no way the aircraft could operate 
without violating India’s USP on the 
diplomatic front, the LoC, 


lei to the LoC. While this ensured that 
terms of reference laid by the govern 
ment weren’t violated, it made spotting 
of targets even more difficult. "The ope¬ 
rations had to be conducted within a nai- 
low corridor between the LoC and the 
point till wheie the intruders had ente¬ 
red. Targets were hardly visible from the 


aircraft, one of our reconnaissance part¬ 
ies used a ‘handycam’ to record pictures 
and when we saw them later on ground, 
we found small dots which were actual¬ 
ly the targets," said Air Marshal Patney. 

A fter a few days, the air force took a 
conscious decision to concentrate 
only on cutting off enemy supply camps 
and leave the attack on intruders to the 
army. One of the characteristics of the 
whole operation was combined plann¬ 
ing between the air force and the army. 
And Air Marshal Patney went to the ext¬ 
ent of saying, "There was hardly any tar¬ 
get captured by the army which wasn’t 
visited by the air force earlier." 

This may be an exaggeration as the 
lAF struck all of 25 targets, six of which 
were effective strikes Nevertheless, air- 
strikes with laser improvised bombs 
along the Sando Nala in Mushkoh bUxjk- 
cd the supplies reaching Tiger Hills and 
other important areas in the Dias sector 
.Similarly, the repeated sirikes on Mun- 
thodhallo virtually stiangulaled Jubar 
and Dog Hills in the Batalik region. Mun- 
thodhalU> may well become the lAF’s 
battle honour 

After the first week, lAF was cau¬ 
tious It flew at heights above 30,0{X) 
feet as the Stinger missiles eouldn'l 
reach beyond 28.000 leet. The Miiage, 
which entered on 7 June was the main¬ 
stay toi piecision attacks using thousand 
; pound bombs fitted with a laser kit This 
! was an improvisation to cut cost. In addi¬ 
tion, the jaguars along with the MiG- 
25s weie used for reconnaissance. 

The Chief of An Staff, AirChief Mar¬ 
shal A Y. Tipnis has gone on record stat¬ 
ing the Pakistani F-16s were on two occa¬ 
sions barely 15 km away Iroiii Indian air¬ 
craft Quoting this, a senior otlicei said, 
"Oui surveilliuiee was flawless Some of 
our reconiiais.sance pictuies weie so 
clear at times that even the army used it 
as inputs before launching an assault," 
While the cost ol an operations is yet 
to be established, according to Air Mtir- 
shal Patney only 25 per cent of the total 
strike force of the WAC was used in the 
operations. "Let the enemy know the 
WAC IS capable of much more." he 
added. 

One clear lesson from Kargil is the 
need for a versatile combat helicopter 
that can be used at altitudes upto 22,000 
feet. There is also the requirement to 
ti-ansfer the utility and attack choppers 
pre.sently with the air force to army avia¬ 
tion, a demand which is outstanding. • 
PraambDhmlSmmanta/NmwDmlhl 


Plane Account 

The lAF says the air operations were cost-effective 

T he key phrase of the 1AF, after the Kargil operations, has been ‘the air 
(operations were cost-effective’. According to a senior air force oflicer, 
"The number of s(»ties we did was not more &an what we do during peace 
time.* tn fact, another senior officer said: "The war was good training for our 
pilots.* . 

..foplaining the cost of the air war. an LAF spokesperson said: "If you deduct 
the training cost frean the overall cost of the war, the only expenditure is the 
efetst of attunwiitirm.* But there were reports that the air force used 
Ihter-gttided bombs which cost Rs I crore each. 

However, the lAF has claimed that it used a laser kit which was attached to 
a thoiuumd pound bomb. These Idts were imported from the US in the early 
90$. Each of diese cost $ 17,000 (aj^noxiinately, Rs 7 lakh). Since the 
thousand pound is indigenously produced and their production was not 
increased dmliig the ope^ons, the (mly cost was of the kit. 

Reludfle sources turned, die lAF os^ 10 to 11 of these bombs—which 
means a total cost of 'K) lakhs. Uowevei^, dxne might have be^ excesses in the 
BOndier of tnusport smties but the spokesperson says. ’It was well widiin the 
bo^.* • 


To avoid Ihi.s, fighters had to fly paral- 



LORD OF THE SKIES: A MiG-29flanked by Mirage -2000flying over the 
Batalik .sector 
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P resident K.R. Narayanan’s 
reported suggestion to the 
Vajpayee government to 
put in abeyance its recent 
decision to shift the crisis- 
ridden telecom industry from a "licence- 
based regime" to a "revenue-sharing" 
arrangement has raised fundamental 
questions about the limits of freedom of 
a caretaker government, 

By choosing to intervene in matters of 
telecom, President Narayanan has 
exposed himself to charges of ambival¬ 
ence and selectivity. He allowed full 
freedom to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
government to deal with the Kargil cri¬ 
sis that included giving safe passage to 
Pakistani intruders, lifting the ban on the 
contentious Bofors gun and also approv¬ 
ing the purchase of the T-90 mam battle 
tank. 

But when it came to the Vajpayee 
government’s endeavour to rescue the 
telecom sector—who-se survival is cru¬ 
cial to the country emerging as an 
industrial power— Narayanan reported¬ 
ly chose to pull the plug. By doing that 
he also gave credence to rumours that 
there was mala fide in the manner in 
which the whole issue was rushed 
through by the Prime Minister’s Office. 

There arc also suggestions that the 
Election Commission’s decision to adv¬ 
ance the date of notification of the mid¬ 
term polls by almost ten days may have 
.something to do with gentle exertions 
from Rashtrapati Bhavan that did not 
want the Vajpayee government to take 
any more policy decisions. 

The gravamen of the President’s deci¬ 
sion would have far-reaching implica¬ 
tions for the economy. He is hinting at 
the Rs 1,400-crore write-off that would 
accrue to telecom companies after the 
six-month shift in effective date for the 
payment of arrears. 

"This is hardly a bonanza. This is the 
least the government could have given 
us for all the delays that the sector has 
experienced in the last few years," 
claims Virat Bhatia of the US telecom 
giant, AT&T. 

Industry sources are willing to give 
the benefit of the doubt to President 
Narayanan. They claim that he just 
chose to bank on the wrong brief. It may 
be recalled that the President summoned 
urban development minister Jagmohan 
— who was unceremoniously shifted 
from the communication ministry — to 
explain to him about the implications of 
the .shift towards the revenue-sharing 
regime. 


Wrong 

number 



By intervening in telecom affairs, President 
Narayanan has exposed himself to charges of 
ambivalence and selectivity. The move has raised 
questions about the limits of freedom of a 
caretaker government 


54 


aUNOAYZfi—31Adyf9M 








Jagmohan, it may be recalled, had 
made it very sticky for the private tele¬ 
com operators and insisted on the pay¬ 
ment of 20 per cent of licence fees, 
which they had not paid for a plethora of 
reasons. Jagmohan, private operators 
insist, was being unreasonable. Basing 
himself on the advice of the department 
of telecommunications, he ignored the 
grievance of the private operators that 
their failure to pay the licence fees was 
due to inordinate delays in statutory clea¬ 
rances by the government departments. 

The net outcome of the delays in the 
telecom sector is making the companies 
"bleed heavily". Telecom sources claim 
that the carry forward loss in this sector 
is in the vicinity of Rs 8,000 crore. If the 
government, in their view, had not 
announced the package (at the time it 
did) then these companies would not 
have any other option but to get out. 

"Even after the transition, there are a 
number of telecom companies willing to 
short sell their licence and stock and get 
out," as,serled a corporate source. In his 
view, il the decision had been delayed 
till the new government was in place — 
that is in October — then mosi of the 
companies would have been in dire 
straits. Till now six private operators 
have had to surrender their licences foi 
non-payment of licence fees. 

The moot question is, could the 
government and the economy afford the 
collapse of the liberalisation programme 
in this vital sector'^ The President, evi¬ 
dently, did not have the benefit of this 
vital input. 

The transition from "licence-based" 
to "revenue-sharing" was mooted under 
the New Telecom Policy 1999 (NTP 
’99). The same was articulated in the 
draft discussion paper of the Prime Mini- 
.ster’s Group on Telecom which believ¬ 
ed that "rhe project cost has been exces¬ 
sively high on account of licence fees 
and project sponsors have been unable 
to take up even a part of this external 
fund commitments...There if the licence 
fee component is removed a major part 
of the project expenditure would be met 
by the pre,sent level of equity 
commitments". 

The BJP government claims that the 
latest move is merely an elaboration of 
the intent that had been expressed earlier 
and therefore it was not a new policy. 

The 6 July Cabinet decision envisages 

• Existing basic and cellular licence 
holders will migrate to revenue-sharing 
formula from 1 August; 


• The tenure of licence for cellular ope¬ 
rators has been increased from ten to 20 
years; 

• All licence fee arrears that had touch¬ 
ed Rs 3,700 crore on 30 April up to 31 
July this year will have to be paid. The 
operators will have to pay 15 per cent by 
15 August and offer bank guarantees for 
the rest of the amount payable by the end 
of the year; 

• CJlular and basic service providers 
will have to agree to shift to the new 
regime: 

• The telecom companies had to agree 


• The cellular contracts were based on 
GSM mobility and basic based on voice 
telephony. Today GSM is threatened 
globally by wireless loop limited mobili¬ 
ty and voice on Internet. Proving there¬ 
by that the licences were not 
technology-proof. 

• Licences were bid for a certain protec¬ 
tion in the market place involving duopo¬ 
ly in both cellular and basic services. 
NTP ’99 has opened the market to wider 
competition that would further bring 
down the market share and revenue. 

• There have been delays of all kinds. A 
Telecom Commission-sponsored study 



Jagmohan had 
made it very 
sticky for the 
private telecom 
operators and 
insisted on the 
payment of 20 
per cent of 
licence fees, 
which they had 
not paid 


to the new telecom-sharing regime and 
agreed to pay up their arrears. The 
government in turn promised to drop all 
court cases pertaining to the recovery of 
licence fees. 

T he genesis of the problem probably 
lies in the manner in w hich the scam- 
tainted former communication minister, 
Sukh Ram, went about the business of 
liberalising the telecom sector. 

When he chose to open both the basic 
and cellular telephony to the private .sec¬ 
tor, there was a belief among the major 
corporates that they would make an easy 
killing. Their hopes were premised on 


by the BICP found delays to the tune of 
one year by 1997 alone. 

• The government and the operators had 
overestimated the consumers’ ability to 
pay for cellular .services. The bid diKU- 
ment had stated Rs 16 per minute as the 
air-timc tariff. The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India in its tariff order 
found that the price had to be capped at 
Rs 6 per minute if the spread of the cellu¬ 
lar telephony had to be deepened and 
extended. 

From the private operators’ point of 
view, these were reasons enough to rene¬ 
gotiate the entire deal. But DoT and Jag- 
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Sukh Ram; opanetf up the talecom saetor 


niohan were not convinted about it. 
Telecom majors also allege that the for¬ 
mer communication mimster was not 
applying misgivings about the private 
sector equally 1'hey claim that Srinivas 
Telecom that bought the licence for the 
Tamil Nadu circle was given relief on 
specious grounds of FIPB delay. Intei- 
estingly, this delay is not service 
impacting 

When angry operators raised this 
issue they were told that the department 
had allowed Srinivas Telecom more 
lime aftei getting advice fioin attorney 
geneuil Soli Sorabjee. Corporate sour¬ 
ces claim that more than 70 letters trom 
other operators were lying with the mini¬ 
ster and DoT but they were not sent tor 
rcfciencc to the AO 

These sources chaigc the ministiy 
with showing special favours to Fascel. 
a consortium comprising the Hindujas, 
Shinwatra and the controversial 
Himachal Futuiistic. Not loo long buck, 
the finance minister’s former adviser, 
Mohan Guruswamy, had hinted at the 
clout the llindujas had over the 
government 

T he telecom issue has been exacerbat¬ 
ed by the progressive emasculation 
ofTRAIbyDoT 

If TRAI had been allowed to dischar¬ 
ge Its lull responsibility as a "manager of 
competition" and "adjudicator", then 
Rashtrapati Bhavari, too. would not 
have nursed doubts about the motives of 
the caretaker government. If the deci- 


•sioii was perceived to be “bad in law" 
then a leguiatoi'y authority could have 
intervened. 

But 'I'RAl is a bound cieaturc. A crea 
tion of Parliument, it has been dragged 
by the DoT on the fundamental issue — 
on what constitutes its jurisdiction. 
Through an ordinunce, I'RAl, instead ol 
being an "adjudicator" has been reduced 
to being an "arbitrator" 

Devaluation of TRAI has eroded 
investor confidence. Their misery is dee- 
Soli Sorab| 88 : advised the gnvarmnent 
tn grant 18818 tima 



pened by the fact that DoT, too, is a com¬ 
petitor and it can safely swallow all 
those telecom circles from where priva¬ 
te licencecs have been ejected due to 
defaulting on licence fee payment. 
"DoT controls the Rs 26,000 crore tele¬ 
com market and even then it refuses to 
provide space to the private sector," clai¬ 
med an industry source. 

It is because of these reasons that the 
recent move of the government to open 
domestic long distance calls (DLD)—a 
money-spinning proposition — to the 
private sector has evoked an indifferent 
response. No known player has bid for 
the Internet service, too, after it was ope¬ 
ned up for the private sector. "No one 
feels protected," slated an industry 
source. 

A corporate souice wondered why the 
lelecom multinationals aic faring so bad¬ 
ly in India. Accoiding to him, compan- 
ic.^ like the A'i'&T, BT. Swisscom. US 
West have built then leputation on tech¬ 
nical excellence and acquitted them¬ 
selves honourably m terms of perloiin¬ 
duce but in India they seem to Ik- totally 
at sea. 

One of the major facio.s behind the 
difficult passage to these transnational 
companies is the su.spicion that the rul¬ 
ing establishment harbours towards 
them This disiiu.st and antagomsin 
towards foieign capital — before Man- 
niohan Singh opened the doors of the 
economy— allowed an entrenched vest¬ 
ed interest to earn unreasonable profits 
This vested interest skewed economic 
policies to its advantage making it 
virtually impossible for the entry of fore¬ 
ign investment and technology The 
same mindset prevails even now. 

Since 1991, there may have been a .sea 
change in the communication landscape 
of the country but the beneficiaries of 
the eailici regime retu.se to give up. 
Then endeavour revealed through the 
activism of DoT, has been to somehow 
gam control over the defaulting (eiccoiii 
companies who would like to cut their 
losses and get out. 

Once these circles are in control of the 
DoT, they would be handed over lo 
crony capitalists who in turn can keep 
both politics and politicians greased. Is 
it any suiprising that a group of indu.stri- 
al houses was lobbying hard against 
migration from a licence-based regime. 
The fact that it failed to stop the govern¬ 
ment from going ahead with these 
changes is an eloquent testimony of shift¬ 
ing paradigms. • 

Kmpaor/N0w tMU 
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Talking through 

Bangalore outshines other metros in hosting Question Time India 


Question Time 
India has gone off 
the BBC channel 
for a sabbatical 
until August. And 
think that until it 
started travelling 
outside Delhi, it 
fell into the usual 
Delhi trap of poli¬ 
tics and politicians in the majority, just 
like the programmes by Rajat Sharma, 
Karan Thitpar, Aap Ki Adalal and 
dozens of others. It was a question of 
reshuffling the same old politicians, giv¬ 
ing the same old answers Throwing in 
an occasional Kiran Bedi, Shobha De, 
Amjad All Khan or Manisha Koirala 
.still left the politicians in such a vast 
majority that it hardly made a difference. 

.So. after a long run in Delhi, Question 
Time India started moving out and in the 
process, showed the tme and different 
characters of the three cities it visited as 
well as the fact that Delhi is not India, 

First it was Bombay, sorry Mumbai. 
It u.sed to hold the pride ot place in India 
as far as civic affairs went, with legenda¬ 
ry people like Pherozeshah Mehta head¬ 
ing Us municipal corporation and match¬ 
ed by citizens who set an example in 
CIVIC sense, tolerance and in having an 
open house for people from other parts 
of India. And yet people left you alone if 
you wanted. A city ol opportunity and 
big dreams. Well, with a buieaucral and 
a CIVIC official on the panel, almost the 
entire discussion centred round the sad 
state of the city. The programme came 
alive with dcKumcntcd criticism which 
had the bureaucrat cornered. There were 
positive proposals for improvement and 
a burning pride in the city which was 
touching 

Next It was Calcutta. The venue was 
.Science City, which is the envy of the 
rest of India. But with Mamata Banerjee 
and a West Bengal minister on the panel, 
we had to have political fireworks. It 
became something like a Delhi panel 
and since Ms Banerjee can never stop 
behaving as if she is addressing a crowd 
of lakhs on the Maidaii, even on TV, it 
quite frequently became a shouting 




time was had by all. 

And then it was the turn of Bangalore, 
one of the most beautiful, ci\ ili.sed cities 
in India and now its Silicon Valley. The 
panel was a heady mix of hi-tech, ciiltu 
le and the inevitable hapless buicaucrat 
It was one of the liveliest discussions, 
with the right balance between hi tech, 
culture and the sad state of the city. 
People .spoke in comparatively gentler 
tones. The audience had all kinds of inte¬ 
rests— environmentali.sts, women acti¬ 
vists, cultural people and retired people 
who showed the kind ol wisdom which, 
unlike it happens in some other cities we 
know, were listened to with respect. So 
if the citizens of Mumbai showed burn¬ 
ing pride in their city, the citizen.s of 
Bangalore showed a highly intelligent 
interest as well as passionate pride. The 
bureaucrat on the panel, if possible, 
squirmed even more than Bombay’s.. 

That does not often happen in Delhi, 
does it? • 


Since Mamata Baneijee 
can never stop behaving 
as if she is addressing a 
crowd of lakhs on the 
Maidan, the Calcutta 
show quite frequently 
became a shouting match 


match made all the more rowdy because 
Ritupamo Ghosh was so timid as to be 
almost inaudible. However, the endear¬ 
ing and typically Calcutta touch came 
when the recording was postponed for 
two hours .so that the panellists and audi¬ 
ence could watch the Indo-Pak World 
Cup match on TV. And since the mini¬ 
ster. like all ministers, was late, a good 
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More hurdles 

Bhaichimg Bhutia now needs a work permit to play in England 


T he spughtly striker seems detenni- 
ned ti) launch inU> an international 
career, but some jinx seems to 
tliwan his plans always. Bhaichung Bhu 
tia, the highest-paid Ibolballer in India, 
IS now working out at Fulham FC hop 
mg to become the second Indian to play 
m the Finglisli league, after Maswai 
F'aqri in the distant past. 

Bhaichung had set out in January to 
try his luck w'lth Aston Villa, but he did 
n’t get beyond the team practice stage 
belore the Fngdish Premier Division 
side decided it needed a defcndei, not a 
striker Theieattci, negotiations were 
conducted with several Fuiopean clubs, 
until Fulham evinced mteiest, 

Hager to get a footing on foreign soil, 
the Indian Football Association and the 
All India l iHitball F-ederation rushed 
through the mandatory clearance neces- 

Bhaichung Bhutia: (Inxed succMi 


sary for an Indian to play for a foreign 
club. They didn’t reali.se that it was not a 
transfer clearance but merely pennis* 
Sion to play abroad temporarily that was 
asked for. It was essentially a "no objec¬ 
tion" certificate the Football As.socia- 
tion of England had requested for. 

But Bhaichung’s problems didn’t end 
there. It now transpires that the player 
needs a work permit in England in order 
to just play a friendly match for Fulham! 
Normally, the well-organised pre¬ 
season wiu-m-up matches are explorato¬ 
ry exercises,-where the regulars and the 
ho()cfuls are introduced together to see 
which combination of players is the best. 

Unfortunately for Bhaichung, Ful¬ 
ham has scheduled some games for 
which spectators are charged entrance 
fees. Such matches attract the regular 
provisions which include eligibility 





V 


criteria like the work permit for players. 

This presents a catch-22 situation for 
the 2.S-year-old Indian. Unless he gets a 
work permit from any European Union 
country he cannot play. And he will not 
be issued that until he has a contract with 
a club. 

Fulham has not decided on his future 
as yet. The club would like to see how he 
fares in match situations, his tempera¬ 
ment and his understanding with other 
membeis of the team during a game 
before offering him a contract. 

Fulham want to see him in action in at 
least two matches before a final asses¬ 
sment. How this will be achieved is a 
question that must be worrying Bhai¬ 
chung. If there arc friendlies where gate 
money is not charged, Bhutia might get 
a look in. Or, if the FA seeks a temporary 
permit to cover |ust two matches. Either 
way, it’s a tough situaiion. with the 
uncertainty becoming an additional 
worry. j 

But Bhutia’s agent, P.U Ra) Purohit, 
hopes a solution will be found soon. He 
also feels Bhaichung has a good chance 
ol bagging a contract. The .Sikkimese 
youngster has talent to go along with an 
ideal temperament. Fie is mentally 
tough and is willing to work hard 

All sections of football lovers will 
welcome Bhaichung’s success, despite 
the fact that it would deprive Calcutta of 
some great soccei moments. After all, 
dll Indian’s .success abtoad is .so rare that 
even playing fora First Dnision (which 
is below the Premier Division) club will 
be cause for cheer. 

More important, if this ambitious foot¬ 
baller gets into an equally ambitious 
club — Fulham has steadily risen 
through the lower divisions with train¬ 
ing from stalwarts like Bobby Charlton 
and, more recently, Kevin Keegan — he 
will encourage several youngsters to try 
their luck abroad. 

With an agent as enterprising as Raj 
Purohit, it may not be long before more 
Bhaichungs start exploring the Euro¬ 
pean circuit, which encourages fore¬ 
igners in their ranks. There are more 
than 30 Nigerians on this circuit. Even a 
trickle of Indians will give a big bixwt to 
football here. • 

ArmSm/C^euttrn 
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UTTAR PRADESH 

Power to the people 


Kalyan Singh unleashes his decentralisation drive 



D ccentralisalion seems to be the buzzword in 
Lucknow these days, thanks to Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister Kalyan Singh’s much-touted stress on tak¬ 
ing power to the grass roots. "Tomorrow I may not 
be occupying this chair. But 1 am sure 1 will always 
be remembered for transfer of power to the grass-roots level,' 
Kalyan told a targe gathering at Bakshi-ka-Talab. a Lucknow 
suburb, while launching his decentralisation programme. In 
his hour-and-a-half-long emotional speech, the CM hastened 
to add. "In fact, people will remember me for two things 
for demolition of the disputed shrine in Ayodhy a and for bring¬ 
ing panchayat raj to the state." 

No doubt Kalyan’s decentralisation formula is derived 
from the panchayat model conceived by Mahatma Gandhi. 
But the UP chief minister wants to drive home the point that 
he had indeed created history. 

Kalyan is confident that a systematic implementation of the 
process will bring him rich dividends. The CM knows that the 


real impact of his programme will be felt after two to three 
years. But he would like to describe his initiative as a "much 
desired step to transform the entire face of flttar Pradesh. 

Sure enough, what Kalyan has in mind are the success stor¬ 
ies of veterans like Jyoti Basuoi thatofnewerlaceslikeDigvi- 
jay .Singh, both of whom are his sworn political rivals. The UP 
chief minister flatly denies being influenced by the two. The 
thought was enshrined in the dreams of Mahatma Gandhi, he 
is quick to point out, though not without adding Jana Sangh 
stalwart Deen Dayal Upadhyay's contribution. "Pandit Decn 
Dayal Upadhyay too believed in entrusting power to the low¬ 
est rung," he claims. 

At the centre of the programme lies the slogan: Sattajanata 
ke haath, sarkar janata ke dwar (Power in the hands of the 
people and govememnt at the people’s doorstep). Kalyan is 
believed to have coined the slogan himself. 

Efforts in this direction began a couple of months back, 
with the task being entrusted to Dilip Kotia, aclose aide and a 
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development-oriented IAS officer. Kotia has a passion for 
bringing about the desired changes in the system to make it 
more accountable and responsive to the masses. "Gone are the 
days when one could run the administration over an alien 
pulation from one's ivory tower," Kotia points out. 

■ '^re Kalyan perhaps has managed to move a step ahead 
linterparts is in establishing direct contact with each 
oradhan.s (village heads) spread across the spraw- 
was done through two letters — one sent 
acro.s».«44^15i„and the next in May — apprising them of his 
plan to em#i^|liftn vjj^ith powers that they had perhaps never 
dreamt ofhavii^. 

The plan involves handing over tlie power to run primary, 
upper-primary and non-'forq^ schools at the village level 
where pradhans will have* the authority ti^ hire and fire 
teachers. Government grants for l^lding schools and their 
maintenance will also reach the panchayats directly from the 
government. 


Health is another area where Kalyan’s decentralisation 
plan will have an impact. Family welfare centres will hence¬ 
forth be run by the gram panchayats which will appoint its 
own health workers. Likewise, allotment of fair price shops 
for e.ssential commcKlities will be made by panchayats which 
have also been entrusted with the local handling of agricultu¬ 
re, animal husbandry and other activities related to rural 
development. 

"We arc the first .state in the country to have alkx:ated four 
per cent ol the state’s tax revenue to be transferred d rcctly to 
thcgrrtj?! panchayats," reveals the CM. "As it .stands. Rs l,l(X) 
crores will be transferred directly to the gram panchayats dur¬ 
ing the financial year I W9-20(X),'' he adds. 

The system, however, is not without its checks and balan¬ 
ces. "Unlike many other states, we have not given blanket 
power to individuals. There are separate committees for deve¬ 
lopment work, for education and foi public interest in general" 

Much of the government work at the state headquarters in 
Lucknow IS set to move out to districts where the magistrate 
has been delegated financial powers to issue grants to gram 
panchayats. However, unlike Madhya Prade.sh, where the dis¬ 
trict magi.strale continues to function as the chief executive 
officer of the panchayat, Kalyan Singh has divested them of 
any such authority. "The DM’s have been given the powers of 
an ex officio special secretary (finance) so that formal release 
of grants could be made directly from his level to the pan¬ 
chayats," Kalyan pointed out. 

The CM also wants to be different in terms of the flexibility 
of the new system. The chief minister has conceded the 
demand of his MLAs to be included in the new system. But 
roping m MLAs as mere special invitees in the district-level 
committees mean nothing as they will not enjoy statutory 
powers. 

This, in fact, is something which is bothering many of the 
MLAs. "At the grass-rixrts level, everyone will now run to the 
gram pradhans to get their jobs done," a B JP MLA points out 

Kalyan Singh is aware of this too. Deferring the implemen¬ 
tation of his scheme till the election eve obviously sends out 
the political mes.sage loud and clear. The CM and his party 
may be banking on the fact that dangling the carrot of power¬ 
sharing will stem the rot unleashed by infighting and corrup¬ 
tion. After all, the BJP’s pro.spects were turning to look grim 
in at lea.st 50 (out of 85) Lok Sabha seats. • 
SharatPmKtan/Uieknow 


SCIENCE 

More of the same 

Researchers want to collect DNAs from 
‘modem heroes’for cloning in future 

I t’s clone-time, folks! Even as a brand-new version of Star 
IVar.r is taking the celluloid world by storm, the master of 
the scientific universe, Stephen Hawking, is being urged to 
"give life to a later-bom tw'in"! The Clone Rights United 
Front (CRUF), based in New York City, has written to the dis¬ 
abled genius, requesting him to "store his DN A" for a geotype 
to "receive the gift of life by being conceived through cloning". 

The 57-year-old astrophysicist—author of A Brief History 
of Time — heads the list of several 'modem heroes’ being 
drawn up by the CRUF, "the world’s first pro-human-cloning 
organisation". The hit-list could range from Bill Gates to Stev¬ 
en Spielberg, Nelson Mandela to Mohammed Ali, Bob Dylan 
to Ravi Shankar' And all that is required of these contempora¬ 
ry greats is to allow collection of tissue (e.g. scraping the insi¬ 
de of the mouth) or bliKKl cell (e.g. a pin pnek) samples foi 
their DN A. 

"Humanity Must Conserve Its Best is one of our mottos 
And so the prospect of cloning one of the greatest scientific 
minds of our time is simply fantastic," says Randolfe Wicker, 
founder ol CRLlF and a member of the board of directors of 
the Human Cloning Foundation (HCF), ba.sed in Atlanta, Geo- 

Water, water 
eveiywhere 


And not a drop to drink. Is Guwahali 
heading for a disaster? 

E erytime it r^ns, Guwahati struggles to keep afloat. As 
»e city grows and its concrete jungles claim the sur- 
munding greenery, problems multiply for this burgeoning 
nojtb-eastero metn^lis. And one of the problems that 
seems to be getting soggier hy the day concerns the city's 
dnunage system, whi(£ is choking as a result of mounting 
urban pressure. 

Hk problem has cropped up as a result of hyped-up 
building activities that have reihiced the seepage space fexr 
rain water. With <men grounds yielding to ujxmning 
buiUtings, cemented pavimnents macadamis^ roads, 
mtne water is fkiwitig into drains than dripping down to 
underground aquifers. This been revealed in a pr^ by 

Ma»£k. Kar, Gemtre for Disaster Management, Texpm 
lioivemty. The pafierhas beend»tradtod in tb&Joumed of 
and ^vtromnent published by Vidyas^ar 
ymvei^ty. West Bengal. 

11iefindiQgsamba^(»tastttdyof570rand(HidyaeIec-. " 
ted spots in die city. Tlwpiqxa: reports that 64 pecuent^ ' 
the qwts .showed "utonh wtUer congestion as a mi^ ' 
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rgia. Incidentally, the CRUF had conducted a "Clone Diana: 
One Good Lifetime Deserves Another" campaign in Septem¬ 
ber 1997, weeks after the death of the ‘people’s princess’. "It 
was both a tribute to Diana as well as an effort to give a 
human face to cloning," explains Wicker. 

In Stephen Hawking, the pro-human-cloning organisations 
feel they have a "stellar example for genetic encore". Hawk¬ 
ing has been suffering from amyotropic lateral sclerosis (Lou 
Gehng’s di.sea.se) for almost "all his adult life". The motor neu¬ 
ron disease that was first diagnosed when the young Hawking 
was engaged in research on cosmology at Cambridge, has 
now reached a stage where he is paralysed, unable to speak or 
move without mechanical aid. But that has not impeded his 
.scientific quest or diminished his iiest for life. And on the 
issue of cloning, he is icported to have said: "I can’t see any 
essential distinction between cloning and producing brothers 
and sisters in the time-honoured way ’’ 

Encouraged by all this, the CRUF, in a recent letter to 
Hawking, has asked him to "...enrich us all by allowing us to 
keep your DNA Wc need your geotype to help us understand 
and grapple with the issues ol the next millennium". 

And one of them will surely be that of human cloning "The 
issue of human cloning is rather small at the monieni But it is 
)ust a matter of time before it becomes very, very big. Even¬ 
tually, there’ll be human clone clinics," promises Dr Richard 
G. Seed, who is six-aiheading pro-human cloning research 
and campaign from his laboratory in Illinois. 

The move to approach some of the pioneering achievers of 
our times tor their DNA adds a whole new dimension to the 
ongoing cloning debate Fs er since Dolly the Sheep lost some 



SECOND EDTDON: Stephen Hawking 

cells to the cause, the prospect of human cloning has loomed 
large over the scientific community. The controversy now 
rages over the thin dividing line between "therapeutic clo¬ 
ning" and "reproductive cloning". 

Growing suspicion or opposition to the concept of human 
cloning has seen pro-clonc groups like the HCF and the 
CRUF being sidelined and all but silenced. But if RichaiJ 
Seed and Co. are to be believed: "Human cloning is the future 
of mankind. It signifies the Age of Biology that has alrcioy 
started, and which will make the Age of Computers look like 
chicken-feed." • 

Sumit Om Ou/tta/Loadoii 


blem". In other words, there was too much water for these 
outlets to successfully flush. And according to Kar, "the 
growth trends of population, bidlt-up area and discharge 
characteristics" were behind the waterlogging. 

And growth figures of humans and automobiles shown 
in the report appears phenomenal. While the human popu¬ 
lation grew by 45 per cent— from 1,00,707 in 1961 to 
1,46,026 in 1971 —the number of motor vehicles increas¬ 
ed by 21 per cent — from 19,897 in 1961 to 24,079 in 

picture of Guwahati sumanwitt* 



1971. Ifdiis locks s<»Bewhatwofrisonw,tite figures for 
the two following decades are alarming. Between 1971 
md 1991, dtepopniafron sojued by 295.5 per cent from 
1,46,026 to 5,77,591, legisteiring a yearly growth of 14,75 
’ percent, which is several times the national average. Dur¬ 
ing the stune period, the number of yetucles rose by 228 
per cent friw 24,079 to 79,160-i—and the built-up area 
expaided from 83.80 $q.km in 1961 to 132.19 sq,km ih 
1991. 

The population boom and the consequent ccaistruction 
activity have been triggered by three factors, says Kar; a) 
the shift of the state’s coital from Shillong (now in 
hleghalaya) to Guwahati in the early Sixties and the e,sta- 
bllshment of a large number of offices and companies; b) 
refugee influx after the Bangladesh war in 1971; and c) the 
improvement in transport links with the introduction of 
night buses and suburl^ brains. 

The impact of this runaway urbanisation has been two¬ 
fold. On the (Wie hand, the area for rcchaiging of groundw^ 
tor aquifm has shrunk badly, and, on the other, the genera¬ 
tion of garbage and sewerage has geme up several times, 
But, acccarding to flje study, efforts to tackle the .problems 
haw l^y Ihllcn short. As a result, the stody observes, Are 
incidthice of water-borne diseases are on flic tqiswing. 

And ^1 this leads up to a rather iutiiatt<m in 

which the citizens of Ouwabaii may have, to suffer ff<^u- 
mit waterh^giitg on the Streets, wh^ geeing iacreasingly 
less to dri^ as underground reserves of watire dwindle 
with the rate of recharge being reduced ova tim'e. « 


*UN0AY?5- -31 Jidv19f» 
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\ fntelU^fmt and honest programming: 
^ tte mantrafm success 

A . ' «Jr y> » 

there’s a flood. New shows arc opening on 
t9|^ sB)|^$tar practically every day, in a serious bid to 
woo iS^ar seems to have resdised, finally, that it 

wm going hOwhew fast with such Doordarshan left-overs 
as dhm^akaifta.,ii ^sa ail right to begin with when the 
channel had to jvoci^'^s todian lace. But now it has to 
seriDusly reinvent itself fri^ to be taken seriously. 

If Sony has grabbed the hi:^,>nd the happening 15 to 25 
yea^o}<!^ with a f reid deal of hel^ Jrom AXN, Star is now 
twoving in to comer dte older people ib-dte same category. 
Aur PhirEk Din, a serial on the travails of death and divor¬ 
ce. starring Stmi Randan and Kiran Kumar, made a promis¬ 
ing beginning last week: it features and women in 
their early thirties with young children. So it iqrpeatsdimct- 
ly to the same age group. 

A ^ght move, if it works, because this has been a very 
neglected section of the audience. It has been asvsumed that 



SSflOUB $1WF: Ne€m Chipta in Datd 


this btmch has no use for soi^ and serials and diat news 
and cunmtt affairs progrmnines are enough to keep it 
• watcWi^. , ■• 

1hesaa»88 of stjch‘grown-iQi* s«3iftfsa.s 
' ved thtf this is a myth. Your so-oalted new intelleoinal 
could be as luqtpy with, say, a SUyit Kapur as she iswii^ 
Praimoy Roy; all she needs is intwigent and honest pto- 
gramraing. That means if Star SestsaUer — a new one- 
hour Action slot—does a straight till from a Stqihen King 
novella fiw its first offeing. it needs to s^ so sqfrfriwa. 

ShddhatdwRa^ does a li^«hea]«6d <]iazi^iow tiD^ 
ing fsrofeasitmals. Dalip Tahi! bosfii a snazzy series on Bol¬ 
lywood genres and the Ann infflalmeni cm lost-atid-fomidl 
twins ai^ look-aSkm was great fun. Bharat DhaboHcor’s 
Shock TV, Ai}l of horrific chaaes, smashw and sptfls,.,. 
..waas’t.# 


TRIPURA 

file invisible hand 

The ambush at Takunbari. Was the ISI 
involved? 

T ripura has had its share of violence. And the recent one 
involves the ambush of a vehicle belonging to the securi¬ 
ty forces, killing of jawans and the looting of arms and 
ammunition by militants. But the incident at Takunban in 
south Tripura, in which six people, including five jawans of 
the Tripura State Rifles (TSR) were killed, has unearthed the 
direct involvement of the Pakistani Inter-Services 
Intelligence. 

On 10 July, a TSR vehicle was ambushed near the India- 
Bangladesh border at Takunbari. All the five Jawans and the 
driver of the vehicle were killed. The ambush was allegedly 
carried out by the All TripuraTiger Force (ATTF). Having kil¬ 
led the men, the miscreants escaped with five self-loading 
rifles and ammunition With their mission accomplished, the 
ATTF men disappeared safely into the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
in Bangladesh 

The directoi-general of Tripura Police. K.T.D. Singh, went 
to the ambush site immediately. After preliminary inspection, 
Singh said that the militants, foi the first time in the state, used 
landmines to blow up the TSR vehicle. He revealed that a 
group of 20-25 militants had launched the ambush using four 
landmines, all ol which were of foreign origins They also hurl 
ed eight to nine gienudcs in the attack 

Two landmines, which did not explode, were handed over 
to the army lor lurther investigation. Singh said that the land¬ 
mines used in the ambush were pumpkin-shaped which were 
not like those used by the Indian Army It was also pointed out 
that these mines were supplied by the ISI Ultras who took 
part in the ambush were highly trained, Singh said 
The DGP went on to reveal that the ISI, along with a 
Bangladesh-based hardline Muslim militant outfit named 
Harkat-ul-Zihad, had masterminded the ambush at Takunba¬ 
ri. Singh said that the outfit, led by one Muhammad Sajid, is 
also trying to unite other insurgent groups in the north-east. 
Following the incident, an alert has been .sounded in the state 
to prevent ISI agents and ultras from entering Tnpura through 
the poru.s international border, Singh revealed. 

Meanwhile, an enquiry has been ordered into the incident 
of arson and assault on the villagers of Takunbari and adjoin¬ 
ing areas immediately after the ambush. According to the 
DGP, a group of around 50 young men, carrying sophisticated 
weapons and clad in khaki uniform, stormed three villages in 
the area and set fire to at least 100 huts belonging to the tribals. 
The rampaging gang also assaulted villagers, including wom¬ 
en and children. Selim Ah, inspector-general, who is leading 
the investigation, has been asked to submit a report. 

The ruling CPl(M) has condemned the assault on the villa¬ 
gers and alleged that the "heinous act" was perpetrated by the 
jawans of the TSR. A statement issued by the CPI(M) has said 
that the jawans should understand that innocent tribals were 
not responsible for the ambush and they had no hand in it. The 
party has also demanded examplary punishment for the 
jawans. • 

KuHtmla CtuOar^borty/AgarUla 
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BEGINNING 25 JULY, I9W 


(21 Maich-2() April) 

Y OU are in the danger of 
biting tiff more than you 
can chew Be wary of 
loading yourself with more 
than you can handle. Your 
energy is quite likely to run 
out in the middle of a busy 
schedule, sokcepyoui plans 
relatively simple. Paiiencc is 
crucial to the success of 
current undertakings 

TAURUS 


^ (21 April-2() May) 

Y ou can lake it eas\ now. 

(’onditions should now 
allow you to work at a 
slower pace and get back l<i 
full stiengih Routine 
occupational aflairs should 
be less demanding You may 
be in the mood lor .some 
light-hearted lun Children 
may provide just the sort ol 
company youaie looking loi 

GEMINI 


(21 May 2(>Juru i 

G reat satisfaction can be 
derived lioin iloingjobs, 
howevei menial, well 
Business trips can lead to 
lecrealional pursuits 
('icative interests can be 
turned into luciative 
money-making ventures 
Legal rulings may go in youi 
favour You may ouigiow 
relationships and friendships 
that were valuable before. 

CANCER 


(21 June-20Jul\) 

A ll ability to let bygones be 
bygones will leave you 
more open and Iree and also 
not burden others with guilt 
and recriminations He more 
I ready to own up to mistakes 
or to give way to greater 
experience. A weekend 
getaway will prove to be 
relaxing. 


LEO 


(21 July-20 August) 

Y ou should do what you 
can to conserve your 
energy lor the week ahead. 
You may play a constructive 
role in local neighbourhood 
affairs. Youi suggestions for 
improv mg lacilities m the 
vicinity can be energetically 
taken up. .Some carelul 
pieparations can make the 
working week flow more 
easily. 


LIBRA 


(21 Seplemher-20 October} 

Y ou will feel bcttci tor 
sharing your good luck 
or possessions with others. 
Those who suppress their 
innate geneiosity w til 
probably be subject to 
sclf-recriininations 
afterwards. There may be 
happy developments in 
romance. Time spent with 
loved ones is likely to give 
you the lift you need 



VIRGO 


(21 August 20Seplemlu'i t 

D o not look for immediate 
or dramatic results. The 
company of Iriends will lift 
you out of the doldrums it 
you are drifting into them. 
You will be happy pursuing 
studies with like-minded 
people, but do not t.ike on 
new icsponsibililies in group 
situations. 


SCORPIO 


(21 Octohet-20 November I 

Y ou aie advised (o treat 
financial affairs with 
extreme caution 
Speculative activities should 
be avended. Someone w'ho 
was once a colleague may 
attempt to put the screws on 
you in financial or emotional 
ways, but do not acquiesce to 
black mail of any kind 


SAGITTARIUS 


(21 November-20 December) 

I t IS certainly worth your 
while to try to inlluence 
events rathei than sitting 
b.ick and waiting Influential 
•people can be less 
convenlional-minded than 
you had thought and allow 
you more leeway to carry out 
your plans Yvni may have 
outgrow n relationships that 
wcic valuable to you before. 

CAPRICORN 


(21 Dei ember 20 January) 

I t IS unwise to buidcn 
yourself by taking on moie 
than what you can 
comlortably handle Success 
will Clime fioiii doing one 
thing at a tinii and doing it 
well Loved ones may speak 
more than they actually 
should Their personal likes 
.ind dislikes may make them 
see actual facts in a distorted 
inannei 

AQUARIUS 


(21 January 20February) 

T he home can prov ide a 
fieaven of peace and 
security You will almost 
certainly need quiet 
conditions if there is any 
concentr.ition or intricate 
w'ork to be done. Keep your 
options open m business and 
financial allairs There can 
be a sudden need to change 
the course. 


PISCES 


(21 hebruary-20 Marih) 

Y OU may experience a 
renewed thirst for 
knowledge and learning. 
Books, mu.seums and 
educational esiabli.shments 
can open doors to new 
subjects of interest. It's an 
excellent time for joining 
new study courses. Happy 
love aflaiis can develop for 
those who arc single. 


aUNQAYPS 31Julyl9e<I 
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HEARD IN NEW DEtHf 

fkay’iw tiMibig iriboiit^ 
tex. But ttw vMg Jmh* i* tlw 
KargntiiluM. 

A VtaitANPEOfflCER COMMEWTttiG ON 
CORRUPTION fN DEFENCE OEAIS 


f 



War and after 

Has anyone kept any 
account of what it cost 
InSia to fight the Kargil war? 

The super nationalists 
will argue with horror that 
even to ask this question is 
anti-national. But some rec¬ 
ent events in the ministry of 
defence are forcing 
bureaucrats to pose this 
query. 

When the war was on, it 
was open season on procure¬ 
ments. What the defence ser¬ 
vices asked for, they got. As 
everyone knows, defence 
expenditure is a sensitive 
subject: because there are so 
many rules about buying 
equipment and it is all so 
expensive. 

In the circumstances, the 
summary transfer of a joint 
.secretary last fortnight who 
was dealing with weapons 
procurement is significant. 

Why was he moved? Was 
it because he listened too 
much to the services or not 
enough? No one knows. 


Legal debate 

Should a criminal 
lawyer become the 
solicitor-general of India? 

This issue has created a 
major debate in the legal fra¬ 
ternity While It is true that in 
future, economic crimes/off¬ 
ences are going to be the 
order of the day, there is hard¬ 
ly any research or expertise 
in India on laws concerning 
white-collar crimes. As law 
and order is a state subject. 



Ram iathmtfaal: aoHcltlng 
•UMMTt 


Soil torabdoo: will ha win? 

there is always a battery of 
state advocates-general who 
provide opinions to the Cen¬ 
tre on issues of criminal law. 

It is not that we haven’t 
had criminal lawyers as 


solicitors-general — K.T S 
Tulsi was one such. But a 
solicitor-general should be 
an expert on conslitutional 
law. 

Why the debate'^ Because 


the lawyer law minister Ram 
Jethmalani wants to appoint 
as solicitor-general has a 
background/practice of cri¬ 
minal law and was Jethmala- 
ni’s junior for sometime. 
This move is being opposed 
by attorney-general Soli 
Sorabjee. 

So who's going to win? 
Hard to say right now. But 
probably neither. Because 
while Jethmalani is bound 
by the code of conduct 
which does not permit him to 
make any appointments, 
Sorabjee may not get his job 
back if the BJP comes to 
power again, since a lot of 
people are unhappy with 
him. 


Setting a 
custom 

a Indian custom', arc 
having success after 
success. After having inter¬ 
cepted a Pakistan-bound 
ship full of deadly weapons 
off the Kandla coast, they've I 
been called to a chief mini- ^ 
stcr’s conference lo give a 
presentation on how they’ve 
used and adapted technology 
to their work. 

They are the only service 
to have been given this 
honour. The finance mini- 



Yashwant SInha: plaaaad 


ster, Yashwant Sinha, con¬ 
gratulated them on having 
reported revenue returns far, 
in excess of figures reported 
from income lax. So, the Cen- ' 
tral Board of Excise and 
Customs is justifiably 
pleased. It is good time for 
them. • 


CHECK- 1 ... I S T 


Industrial houses: who's in who’s out 
with the government these days 

■ Reliancw: Has a blow hot blow cold relationship with 
the government While the Ambanis are close to the Prime 
Minister, on the telecom issue they’re opposed to the PMO 


■ Ispat Oroiip: Pramod Mittal is a loyal supporter of 
the BJP. 


■ flM HindlRlaa: They continue to be the PM’s 
admirers and support the BJP. 


■ Zaa Taiatnima: They have access to the PMO and 
other ministers in the BJP government. Have got several 
concessions from the government as well. 
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RANDOM NOTES 


. After;'Sn«md^a«ar>.i^' 
3w 'h^ 

Samli 

amtOQnic^ lii» saaiti to Jie, 
party. At apn^ ctattSeiitMK^ 
M stated that lie woatd M 
the gi^ that Pawar had tilt. 
Not many bouight Hne one; 






matfaitt 

no one is expecting Kalmadi 
to (Oliver Maharashtra on a 
platter, hot the least the Con¬ 
gress ei^ects is Aat be wins 
Ms old constituent', Pune. 

However, that's easier 
said ^han done. During the 
MjBcticNts, even widt the 
of die BdP-l^v 
^S^gipa aHiance, Kalmadi 
i oe^ not wm. New, he has 
'to .imt only the BIP- 
hut alto ShMpd .I^war. 
Pawar l»s maik h cto 
. JIlBf’Pliae would hen preeti- 
';|pji|atforMsp»ty<: ■' 

aH duft ie Ibr Uhw. 
:.s£taieet "Kalmadi does 'not 


HEARD IN BOMBAY 

Q: Why down B«l ThsMBfcwray 
always waar the sama unwashed 
striped shirt? 

A: Because ha doesn’t want 
anyone to say ha’s changsd his 
stripes. 

A NATIONALIST CONGRESSMAN 


want to give, up his^Rajya 
Sal:^ teat, he hd|. ^ first 
pog up i candidtM that he 
cia trust: and 'in these 
iRjonrtaiii tunes there is only 
one peunm he can count on 
Ms salt-spoken and 
gttidewiie, Meera. 

WMc^ just goes to show 
dial It’s ail very well to puty 
; hop—hut Aen. a& you' U giri 
is fmn-wealher friends. 



t... . V' ^ 


C H E C K - L I S T 


Dumped! Partm the CongressprmnisM 
to help but betrayed 


fomisr Congresa riilst minister Uri’s tiostj% was 

so sharp that Bans! was hiltad into Moving that Me 
Congrsss would support him and then given the push. The 
move has won the Congress no support. 


■ T sib II Maa i illn Coa^ s ss t For months, the TMC 
waited Tor a signal from Me Conomss that it was going to 
distance Itself from Jayalalltha. party kept them 

guessim. Now, that It has taken a decision—adying wtth 
the AAI^—the TMC has heaved a sigh of rdtef and is 
pressing ahead for ‘simple, honesf rule m Tamil Nadu in 
the next election. 

» THnawal Cawipatat !>» TMuhtiuI was given 
several Msuranoas that the Congtm would tdie it beck 
into the modiar party. Many trespasses of Mamata 
Banarjae were overlooked. However, when nothing 
hapaenttd, the Tftnamul ioined up with the BJP. It is no w an 
unsnduahle alV. and wid remdnso, un 81 ttp£ongrsss 
«mshd»ftwCPl^)ofiite«t«tMe. i : 


# Ba pidli | »a n P ar ty edaudke The stab ki the hack 
hasnlyet hem, but it m Ihel^l saktit would sbw with 
tin DanaraMhutIterMtoted dliast IZaaatsindw Lok 
Sahttt waommi. Thue is rMiu^ Confirm 


--four w«wot*ikte;Tlkmfl» fW ww 
Badhenoe, prPMsdi^ abeuthrofcsn 


MipiflfMity 

■ Anyone heard 
NaM 

just back frcms \trip*?6 But; 
States and dtis'timc he^f' 
bought hinsMi^abc^ aew,'. 
voice. Thp ra«t^ toiw 




yowngw. msper swmd. (All 
tte bet^ to dcUyer those 
electkm speechce wi^tjF 
Lau fbrttt^t, Nadi went 
to the Motsit SM hos|^ 
inNew Y<»k for pisurgery oBt 




Ms vocal chorda. And eo 
what if the hospital was ini 
the United States, 
found not just an Indiui, but 
a doctor from Madhya 
Pradesh to operate on Mm i 
(the siageon is an hfflSS I 
from R^), Says Natih 
smuMy, *My strse Mroduke : 
the b»t in evezyfihm 
doctctfs to leuiMr 
Well, you oan cha&ge ^ 
voice, bM what ^ you do 
with this rest of him? 
However, ifeestitft. * 
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D^l DIARY 



H LARI) IN NfcW DbLHI 

Q: Why has •varyona atoppad 
waaring ohacka lit PM07 
A: Bacauaa na ona wanta to loaa 
thair ahf rt—chaquaa la all thay 
taka In tha PMO thaaa daya. 

A CONGRESSMAN 


9 


lilMI 

Tint |*rin«5 Minifcter 
has AlWAyii his 
oflice awi^ his paity 
affwrs For wstance. PMO 
o£f)oais nevcer accotnp4ny 
hun to i party meeting —* 
and in fact, most have not 
seen the inMde ot the BJP 
headquarters at Ashoka 



Atal Bahari VpbMyaa: Me 

awnmaslar 


Road after they moved to 
South Block 

It's a quaint style ot func¬ 
tioning. but ever sensitive to 
criticism trom the /wrivur 
Vajpayee has tned his best to 
sec that the twain don t meet 
For when theic is no inlerac 
tton. there con be no 
interfeience 

Take the recent meeting at 
Pramod Mahajun’s where 
the PM and home minister 
L K Advaniweie shown pre 
sentations by advertising 
agencies about how the BIP 
ought to run its election cam¬ 
paign No PMO ollicial was 
present 

While some BJP leaders 
aigue that this cuts the PMO 
off from the rest of the party, 
It's a philosophy which has 
enswed that Vajpayee’s 
PMO has no R K 
Dhawmis 


Food for thought 

» For the Karnataka 
chief nimistei. the 
lunch was a means to an end 
But, unfortunately tor him. 
his guests took then food 
very, very seriously 
Last fortmgbt, J H Patel 
invited George Fernandes 
Jaya Jaitly and Ram Vilas 
Paswan ovei to the Kamata 
ka Bhavan in Delhi tor 
lunch The general idea 
being that they could discuss 
a future alliance over some 
lood 

However, when the media 
coinered them at the table, 
Fernandes declined to com¬ 
ment on the political situa¬ 
tion T have come here only 
to eat ” he announced A 


sheepish Patel then mutieied 
som^ng about wanting to 
orgjmise a Chinese meal, but 
the kitchen had prepared 
something Indian instead 
Both Fernandes and J<utly 
smiled jtoUtely, but Paswan 
quickly imeijected saying 
autly (to make his host feel 
better^ "flhuyec, ash Chme 
se to lattmt mein mtlta hai 
Buki iobtaam hfe hai" 

Qmdk to oatdi on to the 
cue. Jaitly mtule polite inquir 
u& abcHit Paswan’s recent 
inp to Taawan Fernandes, 
however, whose views on 
things Chinese aie well 
known, kept quiet 

That’s on international 
perspective on Bihar 
politics* 


dmie# 



dec^s, a flon-lAS offtoer 
has become the sectaiary- 
genmal of the Lok Sabha 

OC Malhoira, who has 
got the job* IS trom the Lok 
Sabha secretariat seivicc, a 
person who has risen trom 
the ranks He faced stiff com 
petition from a colleague 
whogot leaderof the Opposi 
non Shaiad Pawar and even 
the ftime Minister to call the 
Lok Sabha Speaker, G M C 
Balayogi, to lobby against 
Malhotia 

However, much to the 



BJN.C. 8alay<q|l: (tofylng 
til* power* that b* 


jubilation of the LoK Sabha 
staff, Malhotui has managed 
the prestigious assignment 
which has a teini ot live 
years and ihiec months, as of 
now 

When the PM called 
Balayogi, the Speaker told 
him firmly that he had made 
his decision and nothing 
could induce him to change 
his mind 

So this 16 yet another occa- 
stem when the Speaker defi¬ 
ed tlw powers that be. He 
may have shot himself in the 
foot this time—it is unlikely ^ 
that he will become Speaker 
again 

But the new secipuuy- 
geperalisnotcomi^mtting • 


CHECK-LIST 


The Kargil tax controversy' who savs 
what 

■ niMMic* mhilstpr: Yashwant Smha says the 
finance ministry still has to make up its mind on whethei 
the countiy really needs to levy a tak to compensate the 
Kargii war It revenue collections are buoyantenough, this 
may not be necessary 


■ BrloM Mliri«t«r'* OfflBBt Believes that if money 
IS to be raised it should be done now while patriotic fervour 
IS still alive Later the fiscal deficit will hit you anyway and it 
will be too late to raise money 


■ EeotMMRric pNinditci Say that with the hike m world 
oil and crude prices India’s bill tor oil imports is going to 
be higher than normal anyway Pius, whh ambitious 
disinvestment proposals which ve not going to yield tbs 
expecM Rs 10,000 crore, it is hard to say Mw fiscal iMleft 
can be curbed 

So what the government is tri)hng to do Is bridge the 
dettcit by a tax raised in the name of Kargii However, this Is 
such a transparent accountancy fudge that there Is no way 
the government can get away with It 
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The former PIVI of 
Pakistan on: 
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^ Life in exile 
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‘live apart’ from 
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Test by fire 


T his refers lo the cover 
story Victory! (18—24 
July V A victory in an armed 
conflict in which the people 
have lost their lives is not 
exactly an occasion for 
triumphalism. But the Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee has good reasons to 
look at the Kargil conilr i, as 


began, it seemed to have all 
the potential of being a 
major embarrassment for the 
BJP government. 

Prtya Trehan, New Delhi 

■Vajpayee’s mettle was test¬ 
ed m his refusal to talk to the 
political leadership of Paki¬ 
stan before it withdrew the 
intrudjrs from Indian soil. 
This refusal to compromise 
on the most important issue 
has .secured (or Vajpayee a 
place in history 

The sangh parivar lo 
which Vajpayee belongs has 
in it many extreme elements 
which have floated many 
lunatK' ideas and tried to 
whip up pciverse )ingoistn. 
But Vajpayee has kept him¬ 
self above all this. He has not 
allowed his policies lo be 
blurred and his rhetoric to be 
overwhelmed by a gush of 
populist sentiments. 

Through Kargil’s test by 
lire, Vajpayee has come of 


Kar^l and China 

I n the column headlined 
Back on track, 27 June—^3 
July), the writer has pointed 
out that the Indo-China rela¬ 
tions are improving for the 
better, in the aftermath of 
Kargil and after Jaswant 
Singh’s visit to Beijing. But. 
It will be wrong, as has been 
rightly pointed out, to jump 
to conclusions and create the 
hype 

China’s co-operation to 
Pakistan in its niicleai and 
missile programmes is an 
open secret Pakistan’s 
Ghouri missiles, capable of 
carrying nuclear warheads, 
certainly wouldn’t have 
been possible without Chine¬ 
se assi.staiicc. 

But despite this, China 
has taken a somewh.ii 
neutral stand on Kargil 
issue. The reasons lue not lar 



AuB. VitipayM: til* KaigH war has aamMl Mm a plaes in lilBtory 


it draws to a clo.se, and at the 
way he and his government 
have handled the crisis with 
some satisfaction. This 
achievement is imjrorlanl 
not only because the .stakes 
are very high but also 
because when the ensis 


age. The politician who 
thought only of Hindutva is 
now a Prime Minister who 
thinks of India. He has won 
the war; the challenge now is 
to win the peace. 

BImal Chautihury, Calcutta 
(West Bengal) 


lo .seek. Fundamentalists irai 
ned in Pakistani maJrasns 
are creating problems for 
China in the border areas. 
China is clearly worried of 
growing Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism in those areas. Hence 
Its cautious stand on the Kar- 


gil issue. And while most of 
the world community has 
come to condemn Pakistani V 
aggression on Kargil, China 
thus could not support Paki¬ 
stan in the face of such adver- 
.se world opinion. 

L. Rohini, Tiruchy (Tamil 
Nadu) 


Wa^struck 

W e are to blame our¬ 
selves for the callou- 
ness and gullibility, we let 
our guard down because of 
the Lahore Declaration and 
we had to fight a grim battle 
to recover lost lemtory 
iShcll-.sho,kedi.4~]{) K 
July). .Successive coalition 
governments comprising dis¬ 
parate parties with needless 
jingoism have led the coun¬ 
try to such a pass. 

.'kftcr Pokhran e\ vlosion, 
we thought we would blast 
our way to get recognised as 
a world power. Instead, it 
soured our ties with China 
and oui standing in the deve 
loping world look a severe 
beating Then, in no time 
Pakistan crossed the nuclcai 
threshold toi > 1’he moot 
que.stion is can we afiord a 
war'.’ 

Mukund B. Kunte. New Delhi 


Right choice 


T he story Can thev.wc 
InJuw cricket? (11—17 
July) made a delightful 
reading. Azharuddui should 
be relieved of captiuncy 
immediately and time has 
come for him to hang up his 
bools and depart with grace. 

Ajay Jadeja should be giv¬ 
en the top job. Jadeja came 
out with flying colours when¬ 
ever he was assigned with 
the job He had the ability lo 
motivate his teammates and 
always maintained perfect 
hiumony between the cap¬ 
tain and other players 
Jadeja has always ocen 
cool and confident. And he 
has the perfect temperament 
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to carry out the job. He has 
proved his mettle as captain 
before. The BCCl must deci¬ 
de the issue of captaincy in 
his favour unanimously. 
Bhupen Bose. Calcutta (West 
Bengal) 


The N-bomb 
effect 


Kacommunity’s post- 
Pokhran 11 hostility seems to 
have thawed considerably 
with our country ’ s remarkab¬ 
ly restrained handling of the 
Kargil crisis, it’s queer inde¬ 
ed that the columnist has yet 
to get over his bomb-baiting 
fixation (Nuclear deterrence 
and Kargil, 11—17 July). 

If, according to the colum¬ 
nist. the Kargil incursion has 
been a direct consequence of 
India's turning nuclear, how 
does he account for 
Pakistan’s invasion of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 1947 
and 1965? The fact is that 
Pakistan being an almost 
habitual aggressor, didn’t 
exactly need to be empower¬ 
ed with an N-bomb to com¬ 
mit its blatant transgression 
into the Indian territory. 

But for the dreadful loss 
of lives, diplomatically, the 
Kargil conflict has actually 
been a blessing in disguise 
for India. By exercising tre¬ 
mendous restrain t even 


under great provocation, we 
have been able to prove to 
the world that we are u very 
responsible nuclear stale 
With the Kargil conllict 
being the lifth war and the 
fourth invasion that India 
had to contend with, the 
world now seems to ha\ c 
come to terms with India's 
compulsion to turn nuclcai 
In .sharp contrast, with its 
brazen nuclear blackmail. 
Paki.stan has proven to be a 
rogue state and has, therefo¬ 
re, been diplomatically isola 
ted with its Kargil 
misadventure. 

The Chagai explosion 
coming on the heels of Pok- 
hran II, is an indication that 
with or without Pokhran II, 


Paksitan was anyway on the 
verge of turning nuclear. 

And if Paki.stan's nuclcnsa- 
tion had preceded ours, with 
all this nuclear muscle- 
flexing, wouldn’t we have 
cut a soiry figure today ? 
Nallnl Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 

Historic biunder 

T his refers to the story The 
politic s of war (4—10 
July). We had wars with 
Pakistan m 1948,1965, and 
1971. 

Unfortunately, a highly 
egoi.stic leader with distorted 
vision became our Prime 
Mini.stcr after the Partition. 
He did not bother to come to 
the rescue of people affected 
by the worst undiKumented 
holocaust in the history 
Luckily for us, we hail the 
iron man Sardar Patel for 
about two years 

In 1948, our soldiers 
made sacrifices and secured 
us two-thirds of Kashmir 
and Pakistan Army was on 
the run. Gen Thimmiah, the 
then commander of the Kash¬ 
mir operations wanted a 
week to take over the rest of 
Kashmir. But Nehru at the 
behest of Lord Mountbatten 
agreed for ceasefire and took 
the Kashmir issue to the UN. 
Nehru's long¬ 


standing ally, the USSR was 
not willing to help u.s. There 
are hardly any .similar blun¬ 
der in the Indian history. 
Even now, due to the succes¬ 
sive Congress governments’ 
foreign policies. Western 
nations, who matter most, 
don’t trust us. 

K.B. Kumar, Shiribeedu 
(Karnataka) 


Taie of a Ri||a 

T his refers to the column 
headlined Enough is 
enough, 11—17 July). It has 
been rightly remarked that 
V.P. Singh IS an irresponsi¬ 
ble politician He can do 
anything foi votes 
However, there is nothing 
special about it. All the politi¬ 
cal leaders, particularly 
those showing concern for 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 


("ftlZE BS W FOBCON tB’BUt-'ONS 



A.iCiAnlony PutoOhocIi 

Pt^etan FUm-mikar 


Contributed by BriUb Prodhon, Cstcutta (WMt 



V.P. Singh: costly 
traatmont 

the poor and downtrodden, 
do so just to hide their real 
intentions. 

But what I abhor most is 
Singh’s contempt for eve¬ 
rything Indian, particularly 
when he says that his haemo¬ 
globin level tends to go 
down when he is in India. 
Thank God, it did not happ¬ 
en when he was the Pnme 
Minister' Othciwise, he 
would have been running the 
government from a hospital 
bed in England or the USA. 

It IS unfortunate that the so- 
called Ganhon ke Ma.sihas 
are the greatest enemies of 
the poor, if not traitors. In 
fact, the country's current 
state of affairs is because of 
their diabolical designs. 

V.S. Garg, Uoradabad(UP) 
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IHHBi Sandhyarani, 
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Calcutta She was 75 She 
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fihns. 
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■ We will nut allow a foitignci to tuk the tountry 
R^MAKKiSHN \ HtCiOL Lok Shuhi i k sultnl hi Soniii Otmtlhi 

■ Pay channels will be the future 
driver of business. They are bigger 
revenue generators than advertising. 

SL BHASH CHANURA (hiiinnan of 
N( At otk 

■ Security and development must go hand in hand 

AMARISA Slftl Noh)l Iduitate onllu nnJ lohulunic defend (xpenditure iMth nonomic i,romh 

■I think It isBuddhadcb Bhattacharjee w'ho should be credited with the renaming of the city and 
the state 
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RAJIV SHUKLA 


Mqjor revamp 

Yashwant Sinha has changed the entire set-up in the finance ministry 



Yashwant Siaha made the blueprint of the exercise, took it 
to the Prime Minister and got it approved directiy. Only the 
Cabinet secretary was involved in the whole process 


In a sudden exerci¬ 
se, the entire set¬ 
up in the finance 
ministry has been 
changed by the 
Prime Minister 
and the finance 
minister. So far, 
nobody knows the 
reason for such a 
■ major revamp at North Block in which 
^ll the secretaries have been changed. 
Now, we have got new secretaries for fin¬ 
ance and revenue, banking, economic 
affairs and expenditure. 

The exercise shows that finance mini¬ 
ster Ya.shwant Sinha was not too happy 
with his team. Though the economy is 
; showing signs of improvement and the 
I last Budget was appreciated by all, it 
i seems that Sinha wanted a new team 
I before the next Budget 
I All the changes were done at the beh- 
j est of the finance minister and there was 

I no interference from the Prime Mim- 
stcr’s Office. The PMO had a different 
list of names for the appointments. 
^.^*Sirha made his own blueprint, took it to 
[ the Prime Minister and got it approved 
directly. No bureaucrat other than the 
Cabinet secretary was involved m the 
whole exercise. 

The names of Piyush Mankad, N.K. 
Singh and Venugopal Reddy were in the 
run for the job of finance secretary. It 
seems Sinha had put his foot down on 
Singh’s appointment as the relationship 
between the two has not improved even 
after several rounds of courtesy calls 
Sinha still believes rhat Singh sabotag¬ 
ed his first Budget as revenue secretary 
and Singh does not find any logic in this 
allegation. On the other hand. Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee is too 
happy with Singh and wanted to retain 
him in the PMO. 

There is a joke in the media that NK is 
|he minister of telecom nowadays as he 
is handling the work of the telecom 
I department in the PMO. Reddy lost the 
race because his name was linked to 
Mohan Guruswamy who is persona non 
grata for this government. 


Mankad was found to be the best choi¬ 
ce because of his pragmatic and positive 
approach, apart from his past performan¬ 
ce and friendly nature. He always gets 
along with his nunistei. Nobody had 
imagined that Mankad would become 
the most powerful bureaucrat, being fin¬ 
ance and revenue secretary both. After 
K.P. Geethakrishnan. he is the only one 
to be designated as finance secretary in 
the capacity of being revenue .secretary. 

Similarly, nobody had imagined that 
laved Choudhary would be removed so 
soon from the job of revenue secretary, 
particularly when revenue collections 
were increa.sing It is said that Sinha was 
not happy with him because he was too 
strict. The allegation that he is close to a 
Gujarat-based exporter, Gautam Adani, 
is baseless and absurd. And this could 
not have been the rea.son for his transfer. 

The finance minister is happy with 


the work of E.A.S. Sarma, who was 
made secretary, economic affairs. At 
one point of time, his name was in the 
run to be finance .secretary also, but it 
was turned down as he is a close relative 
of Subramanian Swamy 

In the banking department, Sinha 
wanted an officer who could have better 
relations with industrialists and busines¬ 
smen. Devi Dayal, an IAS of the Uttar 
Pradesh cadre, was selected for this job. 
Dayal has been additional secretary m 
the petroleum ministry, too, having an 
impeccable record. 

With the recent changes, all the IAS 
officers of the 1966 batch have become 
secretaries except Ashok Joshi and 
Bhure Lai. They are also likely to be 
accommodated in a month or two. Prab- 
hat Kumar as Cabinet secretary must be 
prai.sed for keeping the train running for 
the bureaucracy. • 
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Circus! 

Divide, merge and redivide: the mantra of 
the present-day Janata Dal 


country's Prime Ministers! 

Most newspapers commented on die 
recent happenings in the Karnataka Jana¬ 
ta Dal. 1 had always wondered why the 
sensible people of this state voted for a 
JD government. An Indtan Express edi¬ 
torial nghtly pointed out to the unease 
within the BJP to welcome a section of 
the JD to its fold. It rightly assumed that 
the Samata Party leader, George Fernan¬ 
des, was keen to bring together his party, 
the JD and Ramaknshna Hegde’s Lok 
Shakti only to strengthen his bargaining 
position vis-a-vis the BJP both for the 
seats and the spoils of office in case the 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
returned to power. Why should the BJP 
be lured into an alliance with a party 
which had split nine times in as many 


years? Sharad Yadav’s willingness to 
support the BJP was motivated solely by 
selfish interests. 

I am happy that most of our newspa¬ 
pers saw through the game played by 
George Fernandes in the recent political 
development. The editorial, ‘Suspect 
Reunion’ in The Asian Age explained 
that Fernandes, who had played ball 
with the sangh parivar, had shown, yet 
again, the ability to change sides several 
times in his intere.sting career and this is 
what he had done now. "This time, the 
quicksilver artist has taken the lead in 
getting .several comrades-in-distress 
together on a single political platform by 
exhibiting a ‘new’ and ‘united’ socialist 
model in the political marketplace. The 
reunion reeks of expediency, but that 


does not seem to have acted as a deterr¬ 
ent to the players in the drama. The bom- 
again socialists will start singing their 
chorus once more." 

Companng the Janata Dal to the elu¬ 
sive Phantom, The Times of India, com¬ 
menting on its ‘dramatic resurfacing', 
stiessed the fact that it was programmed 
to divide, merge and redivide. We can 
now exiDcct a ‘battle’ over the issue of 
the real Janata Dal’! I'he Times editori¬ 
al, ‘Lotus Dal’, was highly sceptical of 
Fernandes’ move to reunite the socia¬ 
lists. By the way, why does George call 
himself a ‘sociali.st’? The editorial 
explained yet again the .socialists’ uncan¬ 
ny knack of wrecking anything that 
came their way "Socialist leaders like 
Jayaprakash Narain, Ram Manohar 
Lohia, J.B. Kripalani and Ashok Mehta 
might have made fiery leaders, but each 
was also a prima donna, which ensured 
that the movement was never free from 
splits, defections and expulsion." Fer¬ 
nandes. besides being a political chame¬ 
leon, was too small a fry to be included 
in the category but his de.structive power 
was greater. 

Bad press 


The media-armed forces honeymoon 
established during the Kargil conflict is 
slowly waning. I read a news report 
where a senior army officer felt that the 
role of the Indian Air Force in the con- 
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Such is the low level of 
Indian politics that three 
leaders from this clown 
outfit, V.P. Singh, I.K. 
Gujral and Deve Gowda, 
have functioned as the 
country’s Prime 
Ministers! 


Mift Wd.s tiverplayed by Ihc media. The 
ail lorcc will not like thi.s one bil. Rahul 
Bedi (The Asian A fie) wrote that the 
army demanded circumspcetion from 
the media and got it most of the time. 
Today, the fighting being over, the 
army’s attitude towards the media had 
hardened in view of the questions raised 
over the failure t(> delect and ael upon 
the Pakistannnfiltration in Kargil. 

Officers had been told not to talk to 
loumalists. Why? Says Bedi "They sim¬ 
ply do not w'aut journalists exposed to 
the anger and sense of betrayal junior 
offieers and jawans feel lowiu'ds the 
senior eommanders for needlessly 
[5laemg them in a situation 
wWc 410 of them 
were killed and 
anolliei 593 


Aecording to Bedi, army comman¬ 
ders want only adulation from the 
media. Well, they seem to have got a full 
quota of it during the fighting days. 

Bedi mentioned the runamund expe¬ 
rienced by the media while covering the 
operations. The army worked at cross¬ 
purposes. Passes and permission grant¬ 
ed by one section were not recognised 
by others. For a brief period, reporters 
and cameramen were provided free 
access to the forward areas. But, trccord- 
ing to Bedi, “A combination of ignoran¬ 
ce, excitability and inexperience led to 
television networks airing shots of Indi¬ 
an artillery batteries, revealing their loca¬ 
tion to Pakistani gunners who marked 
them with devastating effect. A crucial 
attack on Tiger Hill had to be postpon¬ 
ed after a naive Stiu' TV reporter enthusi¬ 
astically revealed its imminence the 
night before " These arc serious charges 
and 1 hope will be looked into by the net¬ 
work bosses. Writing a mush-mush 
piece in Outlook. Madhu Trehan mcnlio 
ned that a gossip campaign was under¬ 
way about Barklij Dull (Star TV 
leporter) being icspcMisible for the 
deaths of Indian solidcis W'hile the firing 
was going on 

Bedi came dow/n hcav ily on the expen¬ 
sive conducted tours organised by the 


army for the media. "One such gaggle of 
cameramen and reporters were escorted, 
nanny-like, by Brig. A.K. Chopra to Kar- 
gil’s military hospital to meet Hunnar 
Shah, the soldier from Pakistan's 5th 
Northern Light Infantry Battalion rescu¬ 
ed by Indian soldiers after he was wound¬ 
ed in a gun battle. None of the reporters, 
however, were allowed to talk to or ques¬ 
tion the Pak soldier, they had to direct 
their queries through the Brigadier." 


Best of Bachchan 


In his interview with Sejal Shah (The 
Week), Amitabh Bachchan w'as unusual¬ 
ly forthcoming. Theie was less of the 
usual self-deprecation and he answered 
controversial questions about his totter¬ 
ing career and the ABCL mess Bach¬ 
chan explained why some of his recent 
releases failed to click in a big way at the 
box office. He had not thought oi retire¬ 
ment because he wanted to work. The 
current crop of stais were more intellig¬ 
ent and talented Actors like Salman 
Khan did not depend solely on his nppl- 
ing muscles to win laurels. ABCL was 
going through a bad patch mainly 
because of mismanagement and the 
incoiTect information fed to the board. 
But he had never regretted launching 
ABCL which had several potentially 
successful ventures on hand. Tlie hold¬ 
ing of the 'Mi.ss World’ contest 
at Bangalore was not a mistake, 
but ABCL was bled white by the 
authorities, including the local 
police. • 

In The Week 
interview, Amitabh 
Bachchan was 
unusually 
forthcoming. There 
was less of the 
usual self-deprecation 
and he answered 
controversial questions 
about his tottering 
career and the 
ABCL mess 
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Consistent 

manipulator 

Deve Gowda's sole agenda: there must he no 
challenge to him and his sons in Karnataka 


H .D. Deve Gowda, (drmei 
Prime Mmi.ster, ex*chicf 
minister and humble far 
nicr, lias come into his 
own He is now doinp to 
the Janata Dal what he has done to Karna¬ 
taka: making sure of Us liquidation 
One thing you have to say for Deve 
Gowda: he has been consistent in eve¬ 
rything he has done. As far back as Janu¬ 
ary 1998, Gowda and his opponent (and 
colleague) S.R. Bommai, announced 
that there should be no delay — .Sonia 
Gandhi must take over the reins of the 
Congress and lead the Opposition again¬ 
st the nefarious designs of the BJP. 

There was a reason for this. And it had 
nothing to do with issues of secufarisni 
either. In January, Gowda, like many 
others, visualised the decimation of the 
Janata Dal in Karnataka if it decided to 
fight against the Congress. He realised 
that the Congress was poised to make 
major gains in the state, So it was pru¬ 
dent to push for the split while the (Ton- 
gress was ready to have him. There was 
no law' that an ex-Prime Minister could 
not be a chief minister. And if he wanted 
to become chief mini.stcr, he needed the 
Congress’s help. 

Skilfully, the Janata Dal was manipu¬ 
lated towards that end. Lakx) Prasad 
Yadav had been forced out of the JD in 
1997, when he and Deve Gowda were 
slugging it out to capture the Dal presi¬ 
dentship. Finally, Sharad Yadav was 
annointed the party chief with Deve 
Gowda being a significant presence. 
Yadav did what he was asked to do, 
when he announced in 1997 that the Jana¬ 
ta Dal had but one lakshya: the defeat of 
the BJP. 

Gowda first tried his hand at splitting 


the Karnataka Janata Dal. True, J.H. 
Patel was not the most efficient of chief 
ministers But Gowda did everything to 
undermine Patel from foisting state par¬ 
ty presidents and deputy chief ministers 
on him to using his sons— ministers in 
the F'atcl government — to spreading 
the reign of Gowda terror in Karnataka. 

Ill many ways he pushed Patel beyond 
the limits of endurance, into the arms of 
the BJP By declaring that he was in 
favoui of an alliance with the Congiess 
knowing perfectly well that it would be 
P.-itel's priimny adversary in the state in 
the elections, Gowda deliberately pro¬ 
voked Patel to take a stand on his rela¬ 
tionship with the Opposition. 

Actually the trouble started five days 
aflci Patel became chief minister of Kar¬ 
nataka. Patel declared that he would 
have a .small ministry of .30 to 3.*! mini¬ 
sters. During the swcaring-iii though, 
the government had swelled to 4.3 The 
ministers included B.L .Shankar and 
Kumaraswamy, Gowda’s political 
’adviser’ and his son 

Gowda egged on his ministers to crea¬ 
te trouble lor Patel. Ramesh Kumar, one 
of the ■dissidents’, was made the Assem¬ 
bly Speakei, .so he shut up. But every 
time Patel tried to reshuffle his Cabinet, 
Gowda’s men were encouraged to crea¬ 
te trouble. 

And last year things went really out of 
control Three ministers and some 
MLAs joined Raniakrishna Hegde’s par¬ 
ty In Octobei, the Dal legislature party 
decided to throw out Patel and it was 
only the amval of Sharad Yadav which 
saved the day for the chief minister. 

Guess who was behind the ouster 
move’’ Surprise! Surprise! H.D. Deve 
Gowda. 


So what happens now? T 

One thing is clear. Even if the Lok 
Shakti, BJP and Karnataka Janata Dal 
contest the forthcoming Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections together, they don’t 
have a .snowball in hei I's chances of win¬ 
ning either | 

But then the path for the Congre.ss and ! 
the Deve Gowda-led Janata Dal is not , 
paved with roses either. The integration 
and adjustment between the Lok Shakti, 
Janata Dal (Patel) and BJP will be stor¬ 
my but they will all be working towards 
one goal: to keep Deve Gowda at bay. 

On the other hand, the Congress has a 
good chance of winning the Assembly 
elections and maybe even a sizeable 
number of Lok Sabha scats. However, 
can only do so if it can keep Deve 
Gowda at bay. There are enough Vok- 
kaliga supporters of the Congress— and 
therefore, enough aspirants for seats — 
for the Congress to give any seat to Deve 
Gowda. 

Gowda, on the other hand, can keep 
the original’ Janata Dal base alive only 
by power and patronage of winning an 
election. If scats are not available to him. 
the Dal will go elsewhere. 

JD has already gone elsewhere m tin 
rest of the country, thanks to the disin 
tcgration of its base. Gowda has nevei 
shown himself as overly keen to build 
up the party. Such has been his obses¬ 
sion with Karnataka that the rest of Indi.i ■ 
hasn’t really mattered much. 

Which IS exactly the point This split 
and Patel’s decision to side with the BJP 
and Its allies have been in direct respon¬ 
se to Deve Gowda’s constant war of altn 
tion again.st the tonner. Gowda imagi¬ 
nes that now that he has control of the 
Karnataka Janata Dal, he can win the 
war in the rest of India. 

So, actually considerations of .secular¬ 
ism and communalism are hogwash. 
The only thing that matters to Deve 
Gowda is; there must be no challenge to 
him and his sons in Karnataka And in 
the re.st of the country, a genuine wave 
of anger again.st the BJP can be used to 
.serve this purpo.se. 

For tho,se who still remember the spi¬ 
rit of the Janata Party in 1977, this is a 
sorry spectacle. There was a time when 
the Janata Dal, even if it had no base, 
could always pride itself on an enlighten¬ 
ed leadership. Unfortunately with the 
Deve Gowda-engineefed split, even that 
redeeming feature is now lost to it. • 
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y wife told me, on no 
account are you making 
these things public. 1 said, 
why not? All is fair in love 
and war," said the young 
Indian army nu^br as he showed visitors the trophies of 
the Kargtl war, 

And what trophies. You feltmmnentfUtiy ashamed of i 
intruding on were obviously the jnWt J 

moments of Pakistani soldit^, 
photo-folders, nof'utiUke 
with them on the frau, idqf^sjjiaas 
tueroglyfphics ^ich must have meant sbioediiog to dtc 
ownet$.xfi«ries.'a0(l tiny objects Which suj^stittous 
soidsefs.idl Cfvj0r. the world cany with themas mascots; - 
rbsaries, cheap silver rings studded with coloured stone, 
photograf^s of generously-endowed Pakistani ftlm 
actresses... 

All memorabilia of the Kargil war captured from ■ 

posts -T- and bodies—abandoned by the l^istanis 
establishesone fact without doubt: that theT^akistan 
Anny was absolutely and indubitably present in India 
till it was turfed out. There is more than enough 
ayidcnce—unifonns, letters, notebooks with 
instnu'tions, memos from one army officer to another 
with operational details, envelopes with addresses of 
tlie army officer to whom letters weie sent from wives, 
sisters, tothers and mothers. 

Also found on the posts were lanyards, buttons 
testifying to the presence of the Northern Light Infantry ; 
(NLI), badges and pay books. Even the results of ttw jy ? 
stool and urine tests which some soldier must haver ” 
sought from an army hospital laboratrwy (the test* wre 
clear), ' ; 

The P^stani soldieM WCKi^ iiowards. Only two 
Were taken PriSonersof War ^ even when they were 
encircled by the Indian Am»y. they refused to surrender, 
preferring to fight to their death. 



A sofilier’* mAiiUAl of 
Instructloiia, writt«n in Urdu 


■'' •; 

J ’ .''•111* 



A meM«a» fraim « young 
wife to hortnioUaml, a major 
in ttio Pak Anuy. Hi» 
whereiitKiiits are not known 


ivv'y';,''' ;;'f. 
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Bttt lddkltig at all flie steiff tl^y left behind in tiieir 
posts, you wonder why India end Pakistan fought 
against each other at all. There was a diary with 
instructitHis on how to lay a certain kind of mortar. 
"Johnnies are like that." said the major who showed 
Sunday around the exhibits, oblivious to the irony. 
"You keep telling them not to have anything identifying 
them, but they must have these instructions with them." 
There is no diffaence in the instincts of a soldier, 
whether Indian or Pakistani. 

However, he was disgusted with the way the 


akistanis had treated their soldiers. "Look at it 





Ttttt (Nary (bottmn) (if 
»lieutanant, wlioh«« 
WttifuHy racodtod tii« 
birthday* of hisfamity. Ttio 
diary chroniclas the captur* 
of M. Lt. NacMheta 


m 


this way. Ma’am," he said indignantly, "they fought for, 
their couimy'. Btit while every Indian heart is bleeding ■ 
for its soldier, they couldn’t care less. They left the 
bodies of their men in the hills to rot." 

This is true. An Indian regiment on one of the posts 
was a.sked to .stop fighting and return but it ignored the 
call until the soldiers had recovered their officer’s body. 
This is the dharma of the soldier. 

The most poignant is 
the diary of a lieutenant 
who is obviously terrified . 

out of his wits by the Army mn{or Indicating 

fighting, but will never oparationaldatailsof 

(Say so. In his daily report i»*ting« «««• halgiit* 

‘What 1 Did Today’ (at 
bottom of the page are ' i 

fully-recorded 

hdays of his whole * ,'Tc. 

ily: si.sters, Amnii and , , 

Abbu), he records that ’ 
four of his colleagues 
attained shahadat. He 

1- r 

says he was in his bunker 
when at 3 am, his bunker ' 
was hit and the wall ; ; ... 

collapsed, but ‘Thank ^ 

Allah, notliing happened’. 

For the Indian Army ^ ' f 

d the foreign office. Si.'; / 

trophies of war are a . 
ze catch. They nail the 


stani lie that 


dom fighters' and 


t Pakistani Army 


ulars were invohed m 


war. It also shows up 


callousness of the 


Siam Army which 


soldiers luce 


rt ...VI < 

■ ■ <?■ Jt, 

Si*! ‘KxuMI 


























Benazir Bhutto treat her silence to talk about the Kashmir 
issue, Nawaz Sharif, Indo-Pak relations, and her plans to ‘live 

apart’from her husband 


INTERVIEWED BY &HRABANi BASU/LONDOW 

While the gum were hliiziiii> in Knrgtl, lienazir Bhutto had remained silent. The 47~\ear-old former PM of 
Pakistan had been travelling between London and Dubai, hut not commenting on the situation in Kashmir. U 
would have been unpatnotu t. > speak out then, she said. But the moment Nawaz Sharif pledged to withdraw from 
Kargil, she was ready to hieak hei silence. 

Choiged with corruption and sentenced to five rears' imprisonment in Pakistan and a fine ofUS$ S.6 million, 
Bhutto has been based in Dubai ever since the conviction. It is there that she spends most of her time with her 
three i hildren and her moihei Nusral who is suffering from dementia. present, .she is contesting the charges 

from London. 

The Pakistan governineni alleges that Bhutto owns .seven las ish hi)uses in London, including the d55-<,cre 
Rockis ood estate neat Haslemere in Surrey. Her husband. AsifAli Zardari, has been m a Lahoie jail for two 
years now on the charge of c o) ruptioii and murdering her brother. Murtaza. But the Pakistan government has 
run up so much on lawyers lees ti< tuiLC the fimnet PM’s cash' in London that they have been issued a writ h\ 
the lawyers for unpaid bills. 

Bhutto, who is planning to luivc a second base in London, has found a place in VV'e'.s7 Kensington foi the next 
two months. In between her hci lu .schedule, Benazir Bhutto talked exclusively to Si \l).\) at the Gore Hotel in Ken¬ 
sington. a few doors awax fiom sistei Sanam's llat. She was her u.sual charming self Kxccipts Irom the interview: 

Q: Let’s get straight to Kargil. What do you feel 
about the present settlement by Nawaz Sharif? 

A: K.ujiil IS ihc bij.'gcsi blunder dial Nawj/, Siianl could 
have undertaken. Fir.sl ui all, what was ihe point ot {toinp 
into Kariril when Ihe snow comes m September and you 
have to come down again" What was the jmrpose'^ Was it 
to tell the world that we ate uinehable partners, wais it to 
till eaten a nucleai war ’ 1 think Nawa/Sharil made a dreiul- 
liil mistake. And I think some heads should loll. 1 cannot 
undeistand why he should be allowed tocommuc in power 
alter having put Pakistan into Kargil. endangered the pro¬ 
cess ot peace in the subeontinent. tomproniised Pakistan's 
(H)sition. compromised the army, compiomised the Kash¬ 
miris. coinpromi.scd Vajpayee m India because he went on 
the bus diplomacy Why did he have to go on a bus diplo¬ 


macy when this is what lie had planned ’ 

It's astonishing that he wants to continue in power atlci 
humiliating Pakistan Fust he went to Kargil and said I'm 
not going to w'ltlidiaw. his hrothei said we've got nuclear 
powci, and his mmistei said we've got nuclear power and 
we are all going to cat grass. Then he goes to Washington 
and comes back with his tail between his legs. And now he 
says I'm going to appeal to the Mujahideen to withdiaw, 
that also means he has innucncc with the Mujahideen. And 
nobody knows i( they aie Mujahideen or army regulars, 
because the world is calling them army regulars. And li 
they are army regulars ihen that itself is mind-boggling 
that Pakistan goes to wai with army regulars without tak¬ 
ing Parliament into confidence. Can a democracy have an 
unaccountable regime that operates m a secretive manner ’ 


"Personally I am very close to him [Asif Zardari] 

. , .But maybe it is important for him to step out 
for a while, while I do politics . Then he can decide 
what he wants to do when I am not doing politics" 
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Nawaz Shartf; 'If todaj >(■? ha«-to pleasf 
Presment Clinton to survive he I! do it, it 
tonf»or»aw tie has to pieasi, Vatpoyee to 
survive hw"» do H, if the afto! »>e has to 
I please the IVIuJahtd(‘on to sufvtve he’ll do sf 

I llimk ii's nine III s,i\ l^ Ihi^ man U> pe’i an a\ u iih ii ’ 

I 

I Q: You had said right at the outset that Pakistan 
would be isolated diplomatically, 

; A: 'i t's 1 kiK-n till’ iina'-ion o( K.iiinl wiuilil iMilak’ 

j I’akislaii Nawa/Shaiil IkiiIiumiK laki.’M Siuitli Avia lo llu' 

j hrink ot lUkii'ai v\ai and ii'oi'iaiiliM.'d Ikikislairi, posiiiiiii 

I VMlh all iK liiciids I li.i'c Ivi'ii t’miii' MhiisIlm oI P.ikisiaii 

■ luue I h.i\i- Ivi'ii ui\c‘n hiioliMis wlii-ir unliuiiilv ni.’ 

[ loukl lia\i' ai-lin.-\ 1(1 iiTkiiii i>li)i.vliM.-i. wlnc'h iinild ha\c 

! iiiiipcial a widi'i cniink-i and I had \ck)cd ihi’in saMns.' 

i I’.ikislan lai ki'd ihc poliika! and diploinatk Mippoii Tli.il 

: IS \\l\al Naw.i/ Siuiiii 1.11011111 h.i\c dom' I kept i|iik'l wink 

j Ilk' men \vcu‘ in Kaijnl hikaiwo n koiiUl sound unpainoiii', 

j pailkulaih hikausi' Nawaz Sliaiil had i.on\ iiifL'd (lie 

I whole n.iiion dial hi’ was poini; loiomjiii'i .Siinauai Inn I 

I am u'.kly lo spc.ik oiil now 

j 1 knew II would be anoihei liaq 1 knew 11 woiihl he w hai 
i happened w hen Saddam w cut inio K.uw ait and then he w ai 
I loieedontol'Kuwaii At ihatlime also, Niiwaz Shaiil I'ad 
i- 


made everybody feel llial Iraq was going to win. Now that 
he has ordcicd the withdrawal no punches should be left. 

He should come out and say why did he order the Kargil 
opeiation And give the imprc.s.sion that il was the army \ 
not him Because that also pitted Pakistan's civilian and 
niilitai y population against each other. The army could not 
has e done it w'ithoul him. Me sacked General Khunana foi 
making a statement he didn’t like and he couldn’t stop 
Miishairal from starting a war * Who’s he trying to fool? 

He’s got total power. I didn't have total power, but at that 
time I was lold about things that could be done militarily, 
and I M'toed it, 

Nawaz has betrayed Pakistan, betrayed the prospects of 
Indo-Pak peace and belrayed even the struggle of the Kash- 
miiis, because the Indian goicrnmcnt had agreed to talk 
aboiii lliis dispute 

Q: So what would have been your formula to set¬ 
tle the affair? 

A: W'ell, sou have lo go one or the othci w'ay You cannot 
li.oc It both w.iys In m\ first term, we had \cry good icla- 
lioiiships with Ra|i\ tjandhi and we made a lot of advances 
.ind 1 can sa) llial the iinies when niy lathci or 1 have been 
III powei, ihosc li.ise been the best tot our relalioiis In iny 
Iasi icrm. I made a niislakc m holding the Kushmii i.ssiie as 
ilie single issue beUvecn India and Pakistan It is not the sin 
gle issue and now when I took at ilie futine and think 01 
w hat oiiglil i( ■ be done in the iutiiie.! think it is \cry clilli- 
cidt toi India and Pakistan to dceide .ibout land It's a \eiy 
enioto e issue Bui in this light ovei land w e have loigotteii 
m.iiiv ihmgs poi instante. we haie lorg’otlen about the 
Kashmnis we li.tve also toigotten that Partition was 
meaiil lo p.n e die wa> lorpeacctul co existence. It was not 
meant to paie the way lot a moie bittei coniliet Thai’s 
wliai Jmn.ili said We cannot live as one nation, so let us 
loe as iwi' nalioiis so theie can be peace in South Asia So 
we lost sigli! (i| whal we leally wanted lo Jo and I w'ould 
like lo see India and Pakistan and nil ol South Asia look 
baekonihe l.isi Ml years and see what can bcdonediftcrcni- 
l> in the nexi ,k() \ears, so tliat we do not leliie the mistakes 
ol the pas; 

I would like lo see India and Pakistan sit downi and ha\ e 
negoiiaiioii loi open boidei.s at the stall between Siinagai 
and Miizz.ilai.ibad In the open bordeis, Pakistan would 
li.i\e to uiiiiertake lo police it and India would have to 
uiideiiake lo wiilulraw its tioops and to begin a dialogue 
w ith the Ml Parl\ Huniyat ronfcrence who aie the repre 
senlalues ol the K.isliniiri people as far as w-e are concci- 
iied But I think ihe opening ot the boiders would enable 
the people ol Kasliintr lo trawl back and forth ficeh, it 
would load to a peaceful environment, the goveinnienis of 
Siiiuig.ii and .Mu//alai abadcould meet Iromlime to time to 
discuss ihc obstacles and issues that need to be re,sol\ed 
heeaiiso ol the open borders and these open borders should 
be pan ol a larger plan foi open borders between all of 
South .Asia Not just beiwccn India and Pakistan, but the 
wliole legion 


" I would l.ik:e to see India and Pakistan and all of Sc 
can be done differently in the next 50 years ^ so thai 
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And. you know 1 had Mailed on thi's plan wav back in 
1 988 when I had proposed lhal there should be a common 
travel document between all the people tn South Asia so 
that they could visit each irthet, go without rmy \ isas. .And 
1 had proposed that thcie shrnild be a common postage 
stamp. An idea which was an adnurahle one was the kuio- 
pean unity, the Piuiopcan community. They had been 
iiiiers o| tile woild but the nature ol W'ealth had changed 
.America is the new evampk' of how it is the econoniv of 
scale which bungs prosperity It’s not whelhet you arc sell 
leliant. it's not whclhci you do things cflicienily on a sm.dl 
I i|uaiitity. It's not the cpiality. it's the ciuantiiy that matters 

t In America they bring things Irom Taiwan, they hiine 

things fiom ail ovci the woild. they g<' and farm out to 
■j, places that can produce cheaply Thcrelore I led to urnc 

pete in the 21 st century, v. c'se tried socialism lo gel rid oi 
poverty, wc'cc Ined n.ilionahsm to get rid of poverty. 

! we've Uied capitalism, but we h.iven'l tiled ecoiioiiiv o| 

scale, and I ihinf what's needed loi us is to try cctMiomy o| 
scale and lo work together as the Fuiopcau eomrminiiv e 
woikmg logethei with the goal ol thecommoii tiading cUr- 
icucy, the goal ot a common cential bank And ullunalc'.v 
perhaps China and ban winild also like to |oin this huge 
market. And w'e could certainly dictate ihc pace of .i vi'iy 
large sccioi of the market w ith oui pvipulation W'llli the 
consumer demands that would be made, w-c'd .iiu.ici 
invcstmeut 

Q: What about the LoC? Would you like to see 
that established as the border? 

A: Well, I leave the Line of Control issue to Nawaz .Shaiil 
! I don’t know wbcihei he's recognised it in Washington oi 

L nol, but 1 dunk w hat we dvi need to do is to be less obsessed 
about land, because it becomes verv emotive, .ind 1 think 


The Kar;gil conflict. "If you had to iwithtfsaw from 
Kargii, why did you go tPte Kaig’tf'' S wouSdw f 
have gone intoKangil. I twice vetoed tive sdect 
and I think he f Sharif) should have vc si too" 

we should say, let us leave that, we arc talking about open 
borders You sec the lormalisatioii ot the Line of Coiurol. 
some people think il's a vci'v gviod idea, but it's an opeii 
i|iieslion as lo whether the Kashimi is could accept it. and il 
ihev don’t aecepl it this could come up again and upset the 
applecart. .So my view is tliai willmul piejudiee to both 
country's [jositions, let's leave it lor anothci generation 
I list let us start the open hcait and ihc open minds, let us 
deal with people, and i( the minds open up and the hearts 
open up, and we become less obsessed with land, maybe 
i another gcncialion will be able to emme back to the. issue 
1 And what will the nevt generation be like with information 
I technology already dictating a new political laiicKcaj.ie? 
1 orritoiial boundanes had gicaiei saiiciiiy hetore ihc com 
putei ci'uld eiitci evcry'body'-- homes wiihviut lecugiiising 
boundanes So these wliole concepts aic going to iindctgi' 
a iiansiomiatioii in the coming generation 

Q: You have been calling for China and USA to 
I mediate over Kashmir, calling for a Middle-East 
I or a Northern Ireland-style peace settlement... 

; A: Yes, if India andPakislan c.in do it between thenisch Cv 
i that's the best But il India .md Pakistan c.uinot do it bel- 
w'cen themselves, thcri 1 think it s a good idej t*' get some 
outside help, so that all ol South Asm is not punished 
because of the p<<litical Icadeiship ol the two countnes 
But it the two coiiniries can do it themselves, that's the 
best. My failici and Indiia did n m 197?. Rajn Ciandiii and 
1 were able to do it in |988. and il we c.m do il again, fine 


Asia look back on tbe last 50 years and see what 
we do not relive the mistakes of the past." 
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Benazir with Astf 
Zardari: ''He'& a 
brave man, he’s a 
strong man, he's 
politically very 
savvy. If I were not in 
politics, my husband 
would be in poHtics 
in his own right ’ 

That’', the icason we 
wek'omeil the bus diplo- 
maev. but at the time we said 
that Nawa? is not sincere 
w'ith the bus diplomacy We 
said lie’s only interested in 
making money by selling 
Migai to India There’s no 
vision. 

W'c had the pailiamcntan- 
ans’ conference, it was a 
gicat success But he wanted 
to inersluidt'W it, so he said 
win don’t we gsi on ihis bus 
thing Sc you've got to have 
actions as pnitnl laigci natio¬ 
nal vision, not actions that 
aie meant to pioniotc parti¬ 
san cvimmeicial goals. And 
that’s what was missing m 
the hiis diplomacs He 
thought he could |'lcasc e\e- 
lyone I think he’s compio- 
niiscd Pakistan Thcie has to 
he a change of le.idceslup m 
j Pakistan became the people 

I o1 Pakistan want aeiouniabi- 

] lity lot tins biiiniliation 

j Tliere has t(' he a change of 

i leadershi]' toi ciedtb'lity 

I Not |ust India, bow can any 

I liods timl Nana/ Shaiil 

I alU'i what he tiul' 

I 

! Q: And what about the Lahore Declaration? Do Q: You admit now that you were hawkish on Kash- 

I you think It’s dead? mir In your second term. You raised Kashmir at 

! A: 1 think the l.alioie IXei.iiation is a good start But I ovory International forum. What has made you 

j think It shonKl i.ontumi'm ,i '-uhstaniisi. way. not a l.ahoie chanifoyour attitude now? 

! 1 >eelai.ilioii bety\ecu Nawa/ Sliaiil loi ,i simai bade and so A: W ell, you know, people say 1 lui\ e been the IViine Min- 

j on I tiniik .Soiiili .Asia has lo icain lioiu the dcyclopcd sitci ol Pakistan tyyws' I think 1 have not even been Piime 

i eoiintiies V\ li.it aie the iley eloped coiiiitncs dome th,it aie Ministei oikc. in .i pioj'cr sense like Nawaz SbanI has 

i heliniig them to piosjX’i ’ What could we be doing dilfe been When I was eleviesl Piime Mmisici. Nayyaz .Shaiil 

' renlly. withoul eompromisinc oui pi ineiph s ’ M\ loiimila sant 1 yy ould onK be Prime Minislcr ol Islamabad bcsausc 

on K.ohmii iloes iioi my.'Ke a yonipiomisc ul piineiples I didn't hay e Piiniab yvith me Punjab is \y here the mihlaiy 

by ,iiiy p.iiiy .ind one ol ili,' umsoii, ll'.r. ", v .isn't rcw'iy ed (.y'liii's Irom, Piin|ah is \y bei e the niiit/ruyus an’.iiid il you 

w.ts dial II called loi ,u(>iiipioiii;se I", on..- ol die p.iibe.s, 'no e .ieo,ilibon piiiiiici.In 's iio| going to lisicn |oyou. "mi 

I 

1 

I "Nawaz Sharif has betrayed Pakistan, betrayed the 
‘ struggle of the Kashmiris, because the Indian govei 

‘ . Ill' I' liiMi i iii i wimpr iiiiiiiiiwfflr tihiii iiiinnmiT---.m i-. 
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have to be in the driving seat. We didn ’t have a constitutio¬ 
nal majority, so we couldn't bnng in women and mmon- 
ties in a manner that would have given us the political sup¬ 
port to sustain a political dialogue, in order to take the quan¬ 
tum steps that were necessary in South Asia. We were 
always looking after our flanks. We were always concern¬ 
ed that the Islamists would overthrow us. In our first term, 
we were overthrown by the Islamists, who had rigged the 
elections, thrown mud on us, made charges against us. So. 
Ill our second term, we thought what can we do to prevent 
ihis'^ So. even if we can’t run Pakistan fully, we can run 
Pakistan half, and there let our social programmes be done. 
So, if we can’t run internal and external, let’s run internal 
and leave external to others so that there can be a happy 
marriage. And wc found that not only dties it not work, but 
we alienated many of our own supporters. 




were pro-Paki.stan. We were pro-South Asia. We wanted 
the best for our people but we thought we could silence 
these voices by a particular policy. 

But 19% showed, no, you can’t. If they are against you, 
they will remain against you no matter what you do. So 
even now, in 1999, if I had come down from Kargil I 
would have been hanged in the public square. He can blun¬ 
der into Kargil and get away with it because he is one of 
them. They feel they are in power, that he is buying time, 
that It is a tactical retreat, it’s not astrategicVetrcat.Withme 
they feci that the whole strategy and vision is lost. 

Q: But if you WOM to go book today, Mamlott 

and fundamontallats would still bo thore... 

A: Right now, we are going public with what we want to 
do. We are not trying to co-opt them. So if we win and 


And I’m now trying to go 
back to the people of Paki¬ 
stan and .saying plea.se give 
us one chance and even if 
you don’t give us one chan¬ 
ce, this is what we think of 
the last decade and this is 
what you can expect from us. 
I don’t believe in secret nego¬ 
tiations. Nawax Sharif is a 
great one for secret negotia¬ 
tions, so he can play all sides. 
I think you have to be clear to 
people ill public and pnvale 
as to what you want 

Q: TiMra was a tlma 
whan R^llv Gandhi and 
you wara In powar toga- 
ttiarand it wasconaidais 
ad tha draam taam. You 
wara both ‘nddnight’a 
childran' In a aanaa and 
had a rapport. How did 
tha draam fada? 



A: Well, the dream didn’t really fade when Rajiv Gandhi 
was there I felt the dream faded after he went While he 
was there, that's when we started the hot line between the 
two countries, confidence-building measures, trade items, 
we even had successful defence-secretary talks on the with¬ 
drawal from Siachen. Then Rajiv Gandhi decided to cal! 
elections. India went back on that agreement I was at the 
Commonwealth and he phoned me and said, "After niy 
election I’ll stick to the agreement but not now". But any¬ 
way he lost the election. The new government of V P 
Singh that came in was a coalition government and things 
somehow went down, and then we were thrown out. So the 
next time round when we came wc thought this is not a 
way to be thrown out, becau.se we were accused ol being 
pro-Indian, pro-lsraeli, pro-Westeni. We were not. We 


Victims of vlolonco in Kashmir: "In the figlit over 
land, wo have forgotten about the Kashmiris. Wo 
havo also forgotten that Partition was meant to 
pave the way for peaceful coexistence" 

come to power, everybody will know that this is it Before 
It was a theory that you ’ ve got to have some sort of compro¬ 
mise. Now wc are not interested in compromise Because 
people have seen what Nawaz Shunt can delivci, He can 
deliver by bringing the country to the brink ol niicleai war 
He can deliver by taking away USS 14 billion in foreign 
currency account. He can deliver hy sacking 40.000 
people from the banks alone The military' must also open 
Its eyes and see what respect and honour does it have. In 
my tiTiies, they were being praised by the world communi¬ 
ty for peace-kccping efforts in Bosnia and Haiti and today 


f ^ 

jprospects of Indo-Pak peace and betrayed even the 
nment had agreed to talk about this dispute" 
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Zulfhiar All Bhutto with 
liMlIru Qamttil, mod Rh|lv 
Qandhl with Bonazlr: 
"It’s boot If India and 
Pakistan can madlato 
over Kashmir bstwson 
thsmsalvss. My father 
and Indira did It In 1972, 
Rs|lv OandhI and I wars 
aMo to do It In 1988" 


advertisements are being taken out against them as a rogue 
army. So they must also decide what do they want: the 
humiliation that Nawaz Sharif can offer or do they want 
the respect that the People's Party can offer. 

And the people of Pakistan have to see the unemploy¬ 
ment rates, the inflation rates, the investment rate, the 
Karachi stock exchange and what’s happening on it and 
decide what they want. As for us we are coming out very 
clearly, that look, in our last term we tried to co-opt the libe¬ 
ral and the conservative, agenda. It doesn’t work. Now we 
want to be given a chance and we want to be given a chance 
on these terms, the.se are the things that we are going to do. 
And if we get thrown out, so be it, because even by co¬ 
opting others we still get thrown out. 

Q: Whut about the cases ugalnst you? 

A: These, are all trumped -up charges, all politically moti va- 
ted. I’ve been denied a fair trial. A special law was passed 
and it’s all been done to eliminate me as a liberal alterna¬ 
tive in Pakistan, so that the only alternative to Nawaz Sha¬ 
rif are more radicals. And people think let’s put up with 
this radical, because if he goes, there’ll be more radicals 
It’s all part of their scheme to take over control of Pakistan. 

AiW it’s lime for us to sit down and think that what is it 
in the last ten years, what weie the policies that drove OS to 
a point where the rest of the world is ostracising us, criticis¬ 
ing us on Taliban, criticising us on Kargil, being a defaul¬ 
ter nation that has to go begging to the Pans club and the 
London club. We are living beyond our means, our entire 
style of living is subsidised by the West with generous fore¬ 
ign assistance that came with the Cold War. We have to 


learn to live within our means. For 50 years, we’ve tried to 
match India, while the Cold War was there we could do it 
We got dollops of aid. But now with all the debt? We have 
to rethink our independence. Why did we create an inde¬ 
pendent state: to live in poverty and squalor, and go on 
fighting wars that end up humiliating us. or did we create 
•Pakistan to live in peaceful co-existence and to give the 
people of South Asia greater prosperity? 

And these last few weeks have been sickening Not only 
the.se last few weeks. Even last year. 1 was very distressed 
when Pakistan retorted to India’s five detonations with six 
detonations. First of all I thought it was bad politics. If you 
had to do something, you could first of all have done a cold 
test, and say we are not doing a hard lest. If you had to do a 
hard lest you could have done one test. Why play this 
boyish game of look at me. I’ve got more bombs than 
you've got in your pocket? It was ridiculous And then I 
thought Pakistan should have signed the test-ban treaty, 
and it could have got a lot of economic support. But 
instead, it said we are not signing the le.st-ban treaty. They 
had sanctions imposed, waited for our economy to be 
destroyed and after our economy was destroyed said we 
are signing the test-ban treaty. That’s Kargil all over for 
you again. We are going into Kargil, we are not withdraw¬ 
ing from Kargil. Then, okay, we are withdrawing from Kar¬ 
gil. If you had to sign the test-ban treaty why couldn’t you 
have done it on 28 May? And if you had to withdraw from 
Kargil, why did you go into Kargil? I wouldn’t have gone 
into Kargil. 1 twice vetoed the idea and I think he should 
have vetoed it too. 

Q: Nawai Sharif Is clalmlns that ha has at last 
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"It'S time for us to sit down and think what has dri' 
is ostracisingus, criticising us on Taliban, crit 
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IntematlonaliMd the ieeue. What do you say to 
that? 

A: ll as intcniatumalisoil before this What he has done is 
inlornalionahsc Pakistan as a rojiiie nation Not the Kash¬ 
miris lie’s internationalised Pakistan as a bad paitiici to 
work with, as a deceitful nation Kashmir was internation¬ 
alised when Georpe Busli mentioned it in his meotinp with 
the Soviet President that it was undisputed agenda and had 
to be levoKed It was iiiternattonalised wlien the United 
Nations Seeietarv General said it w'as the oldest areas o( 
iiniesolved agenda in the 1 IN It’s not Kashmii that has pot 
iiiteinationalised now, it’s Pakistan that has got inteinatio 
nalised in a \eiy bad light, and that’s a setback to the 
Kashmiris 

Q: Isn’t It Ironic that Instead of spending your 
time on political work, you have to spend It now 
going to lawyers and fitting the charges again¬ 
st you? 

A; Yes. tins is the thing that when )'oii throw enough mud, 
some ol It sticks, and w hat they have done is use the judici¬ 
al piocess to neutralise political opposition to fiiemselvcs 
I think it’s a political problem, it’s notjust a legal problem 
I think while Nawa/ .Sharil'is theic, he can make these spe- 
(ial laws, he can cook up, I’abiicatc and he can send my 
eases to his best friend's broihei, whose father hapjrened to 
execute mine and others. M> oiliei eases, one is with his 
law' .secretary, one is witli this judge 1 sacked and he leinsia- 
ted and jiromiscd to make Chief justice So while Nawa/, 
.Sharif is there the situation is diflicult, there is no rule of 
law. And I have to face that and confront that. 


But I won’t lose sight of the political goal and political 
vision of my party I would like to have time out In 1997,1 
wanted to ha' e time out, I was absolutely fed up and sicke¬ 
ned by my brother’s death, and the President’s betrayal 
and rigged elections once again, and I said this is a feeling 
of deja 171. But everyone in m> parly and in the country 
wanted me to coivtinuc and 1 don’t do things half-way, so I 
threw' myself back into politics when 1 saw that the wor¬ 
kers were being sacked from their jobs and that prices weic 
being fixed to deny fiu-mers their dues. 

Q: But you’d have to be based here In London md 
Dubai for a while... 

A: Well, 1 don’t know if I am ever ba.sed anywhere beeaii.se 
I do so much travelling Even in Pakrstan, where I have a 
home in Karachi, 1 do so much travelling that I am one day 
111 l.ahoie. one day in Multan I’ve got a base in Dubai. I’m 
thinking ol taking a base in London if 1 need to. Right now 
I have a place for two months. I may keep it for longer if I 
need to. Then let's see I will be travelling between Lon¬ 
don, Dubai and America. 

Q; You have a five-year Jail sentence on you. H 
won’t be easy to get back to Pakistan... 

A: (l^iufihs) Oh I think Nawa/ .Sharif will be out in three 
months. I think he should go now in 1999 I made a speech 
111 Lahore this year in which 1 said il he dwsn’t go now, 
he'll bankrupt the country and bring about its disiiUegra- 
tioii He'.s not a strategic thinker He’s a tactical thinker. 
Everything is a tactic to survive. If today he has to please 
President Clinton to survive he’ll do it, if tomorrow he has 


en us to a point where the rest of the world 


cisingus onKargil, and being a defaulter nation" 
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to please Mr Vajpayee to survive he’ll do it, if the day after 
he has to please the Mujahideen to survive he'll do it. He’ll 
please different people cm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and you ean’t do that 

Q: To got down to moro poroonal dotalls. You got 
marrlod to conform to traditional Pakistani socie¬ 
ty and bo accoptod. Yot your husband, Ironically, 
bocamo your biggost liability. How do you fool 
about this? 

A: (Smiles) 1 don’t know. Tell me, are you married'^ Do 
you have a husband? What do you do when people come to 
you? You have your husband, you love your husband. You 
have ycjur children, you love your children You love 
being a family. You know that youi husband has been 
accused of many things that he did not do. You know that 
your husband has been accused of your brother’s murder, 
although the Supreme Court judge has exonerated him 
aftei my dismissal and said all the charges were based on 
hearsay, and speculation and has no evidential value. You 
know that he has suflercd He would not have laccJ these 
charges if he was not man led to you You know he’s suffe¬ 
red because you live in a traditional society and broke the 
ban iers of tradition, and the men ganged up and said we’ll 
blame him, because in every traditional society, the man 
controls his wife You have a tremendous sense of loyalty 
and love for him '-"ii ' ou lace a world that is fed on their 
perceptions, not on •s imi yciu knciw. 

My husband and I have discussed this a number of times 
and we just think that he needs some time out so that the 
world can see him for what he is. I have a lot of faith in my 
husband. 1 think he’s a brave man, he’s a strong man, I 
think he’s politically very savvy, he has his own ccMistitucn- 
cy. he has his own life, and if I were not in politics, my hus¬ 
band would be in politics in his own right. 

He .succeeded in business on his own He didn’t take any 
money from his lather. Under Gen. Zia, they were build¬ 
ing a five-star hotel Under me he’s punished foi building a 
petrol pump. They’ve suffeied commercially, they’ve suf¬ 
fered business-wise. And he’s done it all with a smile. In 
that sense, when you ask me lu>w do I feel, I feel for my 
reality, not for other people's reality 

But my husband and I acknowledge that theie is apoliti¬ 
cal problem. And that this problem has to be dealt with. 
That God willing the day comes when he exonerates him¬ 
self. he takes time out. That he does in a way what I advised 
my brother Murta/a to do. 1 advised him that jieople know 
you from what they’ve heard, you take time out and go to 
Dubai or London and live there, meet people. It’s a mini- 
Pakistan, a mini-Soulh Asia. There are Bengalis, there are 
Indians, there arc Pakistanis, there are Americans, there 
are Britishers, let them get to know you for you, and then 
decide what you want to do next. But while people have 
this negative image it’s very difficult to move. And 1 think 
he will enjoy some time out toti. 

Q: But thuru an puoplu in your party who think 



was not tincoro with tho bus diploniacy. Ho 
thought he couM please everyone. You’ve got to 
have actions as part of larger national vision, 
not actions that are meant to promote partisan 
commercial goals" 


he’sallabiiny. 

A: Maybe those people arc liabilities. Let’s look down and 
.sec the people who say this. Docs the individual who says 
this about Asif Zardaii have a seat, is he a successtul busi¬ 
nessman who contributes to the party financially, docs hi 
contribute to the party politically? 1 don’t know' who these 
people are who criticise him. There is one person who has 
come up to me and critici.scd him, and that jierson can’t 
win a councillors election. In the end you’ve got to have 
somebody who can win in the National Assembly to have 
a majority Tlic Zardaris are a tribe, they have tribal sup¬ 
port. My husband can win, my husband’s father can win 
And he’s very good at networking, and back-slapping and 
boy-talk He's good at networking with Opposition 
leaders. 

Q: But If your own husband is called Mr 10 par 
cant, It doesn’t reflect well on you. Buroly that Is 
a problem? 

A: You’re right. It doesn’t reflect well, and so we have to 
do something about it which is why he’s going to take time 
out. But if you remember, the moment he got engaged to 
me, rumours were spread about him. He was engaged to 
me in 1987, before I became Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
and at that time attempts were made to break up my marria- 


"These are all trumped-up charges, all politically 
law was passed and it' s all been done to eliminate m< 
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gc. So was it because he was MrlOpercent which he is nol. 
or IS it bceause I happened to be a woman who broke ti adi- 
tional barriers, married to a young husband. I was only 35 
■ when I was Prime Minister All the others were older 

j There was intense scrutiny. None of the others had a 

spouse in South Asia, how would they feel if they had a 
spouse w'ho was a person in their own right'' South Asia is 
not used to that. People ask me why 1 am loyal, and they gel 
, angry with me foi being loyal, but 1 think he’s suflered 

1 because of me, that he was unfairly charged for my bro¬ 

ther’s murder, unfairly cluu ged for everything. 

; If he was a consultant, is that a crime? When did he evei 

influence government policy’'Who said he influenced if' 
r When did this conspiracy lake place? Where are these 

three billion? You can't ju.st say half of London is his. No 
Pakistani law pcnnits you to send your rupees out in bearei 
certificates. Even if we accept the theory that my husband 
bought property overseas, what’s the enme in that when 
you allow it'' Why is it a crime for him and not for Nawaz 
Sharif' You don’t like the law, change the law. Even if you 
accept on face value what the prosecution says, it’s not a 
' crime under any law, because consultancies are not crimes 

I under any law. Have they pioduced one witness who says 

' they were influenced by the Prune Minister? They haven’t 

produced people who dealt with the economic afhiiis ol 
the wing Not a single witness despite the torture, thcjudici 
ary Iwing unable to give protection to people who are pick 
ed up and tortured. 

.So what I’m trying to si\y is that personally 1 am very 
clo.se to him. We love each other and we want to succeed in 
our personal lives and in our political lives. But we under¬ 
stand that there has been a lot of propaganda and someth- 


Sonia Oandhi, Chandrlka Kumaratun^ and 
Khalada Zla: "I hwi toM Hillary Clinton whan the 
came to Pakistan In April 1995, that now wo have 
Kliaioda Zla in Bangiadosh, Chwidrika in Sri 
Lanka, and I’m hare In Pakistwi, and only If Sonia 
were thoro in India, than South Asia would have 
noprobloms" 

ing has to be done about this, and may be it is important for 
him that while 1 do politics for him to .step out for a while, 
and then he can decide what he wants to do when 1 am not 
doing politics. 

Q: How It your mother't health now? 

A: You know my mother was hit on the head in 1977 by 
Gen. Zia at Gaddafi Stadium. She had a huge .scai, and 1 
remember liquid started coming out of'it. We wrote to 
the ministry to let her go abroad for treatment, but they did 
not let her go. What we did not reah.se through all this was 
that around the scar line the head had been damaged and 
atrophy had started. 

You know, sometimes 1 feel that if my mother had not 
been ill. maybe this fight that Murtaza took up with me 
would never have happened. But she was ill and we did not 
know till April 1995 that she had been ill And it’s very, 
very difficult .Sometimes she’s my niolhei, sometimes it’s 
like she’s there in body but it’s not her It’s had a tremend¬ 
ous effect on my sister and my,self We live constantly with 
the fact that she’s our niothei, and sometimes she’s not. 
and it’s very, very painful. But .she’s been marvellous 

Q: And what about tho chlldran? 


motivated. I've been denied a fair trial. A special 
as a liberal alternative in Pakistan" 
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A: The children are wonderful. Gcxl’s blessing.s to human 
beings are children and sometimes when 1 look at my 
children and love them, 1 say does God love us in the same 
way? 1 pray to God and my three wishes are long life, heal¬ 
th and happiness. Because I’ve seen the life of my father 
and my brothers cut short. I’ve seen my mother’s health 
deteriorate. I’ve seen my happiness snatched away 

Q: You lUMi woicomod Sonia GandM’s bid for 
prlmo mhiiatoraliip. WouM you iiko to seo a 
South Asia eompioto with ail woman ioadora? 

A: You know, I had made a joke when Hillary Clinton 
came to Pakistan m April 1995 and I had invited her for an 
all-women’s lunch, with women judges, women police 
officers and businesswomen. And I said, i.sn’t it wonderf ul 
that now we have (at that time) Khaleda Zia in 
Bangladesh, Chandnka in Sri Lanka, and I'm here in 
Pakistan, and only if Sonia were there in India, then South 
■Asia would have no problems. {Laughs). 

Let me assure the male population of South Asia that 1 
respect them too. And let me assure Mr Vajpayee that I 
have no reservations against him either. But it’s just that as 
a woman I have a greater sense of affinity for other 
women. I also have great empathy with Sonia because she 
has suffered a lot. She lost her husband at a very young age. 


Her own mother-in-law was murdered and she actually car¬ 
ried her dying mother-in-law in her arms. 

Q: Ara you optimistic that you will bo abio to 
rotum to Pakistan soon? 

A: I’m an optimist. The way I have survived the.se more 
than 20 years is by being an optimist and by hoping that 
something better is round the comer. Because 1 cannot 
reconcile myself to the fact that the whole nation can be so 
helpless and so brutally exploited by a dictator. And also 1 
am excited by this new vision for South Asia. 

Q: How do you soo domOcraey In Pakistan shap- 
ingup? 

A: It’s not a democracy It’s an absolute dictatorship. I 
would like to see elections again to put democracy on 
track. DemiKracy went off-track in 1996 when the elec¬ 
tions were rigged. International observers said only 18 per 
cent voted, while the Election Commission, which had 
been hacked into by the Islamists, said the turnout was 
over 50 per cent m Puiiiab alone. So who’s lyingNot the 
international observers. Maybe the Election Commission 
didn’t even know because they were hacked into. I've 
learnt that they hacked into the computers ot the Election 
Commission and changed the results. And dial's why they 
need that time lag of eight to ten hours after the election so 
they could hack into polling .station by polling station 
You’re laughing, but it's absolutely dreadful what they 
have done .-\nd Mi Nawaz .Shant was announcing the 
results of the polling from Islamabad before the Election 
Commission, because one of their guys did the whole ope¬ 
ration of the hacking 

There is a lack of political commitment They aie all pei - 
sonal retainers; the foreign minister, the finance minister, 
the information minister and the commerce ininisier How 
do you expect that Cabinet to speak up"’ The attorney- 
general IS another personal retainer He deals with perso¬ 
nal retiuners. lliere is no political discussion. His father 
and the two brothers have a political drscussiori His fathci 
worked in uniuJni.sa in Pun|ab in 1944 and many Pakista¬ 
nis think that Nawaz Shanf is more intciestcd in greater 
Punjab than in Pakistan itself 

Even the judges are many personal retainers, the High 
Commissioner to London was once an adviser to Ittefaq. 
his industrial empire. The ambassador to Kenya was close 
to Nawaz, .Sharif So you have all these ministers and high 
commissioners who are not there because ol a political par¬ 
ty, but a political party that is an extension of Ittefaq. And 
Ittefaq is always m loss It can’t even pay back its loans. If 
you look at their tax returns. Nawaz Sharif pays Rs 577 as 
tax And a man who pays Rs 577 as tax, how can his wife 
go shopping at Harry Win.ston's while he talks to Clinton'^ 
(Smiles) That’s the nimour in Pakistan now: that he look 
his wife to America to do shopping at Harry Winston's 
while the men were dying in the snows. It’s high time he 
went. • 


" The way I have survived these more than 2 0 
years is by being an optimist and by hoping that 
something better is round the corner ” 
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After Kargil 


India *s relations with both the US and China reach a turning point 


Jaswani Singh’s meetings in Singapore, on 
the fringes of the ASEAN Regional Forum, 
with the US secretary of stale, Madeleine 
Albright, and the Chinese foreign minister, 
Tang Jiaxuan, have brought India’s rela¬ 
tions with these two major power centres to 
the fore. Kargil has been, from our point of 
view, a turning point. For, after 50 years of 
pro-Pakistan till, the United States — and under its leadership 
the industrialised West—saw Kargil for what it was- an act of 
perfidy by Pakistan. 

The relentless manner in which Bill Clinton forced Nawaz 
Shant to withdraw forces from the Indian side ol the LoC 
speaks for itself. To maintain at least the impression of even- 
handedness, the US President also promised that after the 
"sanctity" of the LoC had been fully restored, he would take a 
"personal interest' in the speedy resumption and "intensifica- 
iion' of the Lahore process for settling all India-Pakistan 
issues, including Kashmir. 

In the words of some prominent Pakistani commentators, 
this document issued at Blair House had "nailed on the mast" 
Pakistan’s "humiliation". This should explain why a beleague¬ 
red .Sharif IS pretending that Kargil having "internationalised" 
the Kashmir issue, he would now hold Clinton to his "comnut- 
ment' to sec to it that the Lahore process yielded re.siilts 

This, combined with the distressing history of relationship 
lietwecn the world’s most powerful and most populous 
democracies, lies at the root of the widespread fear in thiscoun- 
try that just as the US bore down on Pakistan over Kargil, it 
might start arm-twisting India over the the wider Kashmir 
question, given the American paranoia about any armed con¬ 
flict betw'oen the two neighbours which have openly gone 
nuclear since May 1998 

The proponents of this pessimistic view, which presup¬ 
poses that India is incapable of resisting unacceptable 
demands and unable to turn foreign interest in the Kashmir 
problem to its own advantage, is not the only extreme view in 
vogue. 

No less extremist are those who have somehow convinced 
theinserves that given America’s abhorrence of Islamic funda¬ 
mentalism combined with terrorism, more particularly the 
nefarious activities of Osama bin Laden, the growing attrac¬ 
tion of the Indian market, and the realisation that in the Asian 
balance of power India matters, the US is now ready for a 
breakthrough in Indo-US relations even at the cost of its long¬ 
term alliance with Pakistan. 

In my opinion, both the extremist views must be rejected. 
•An old mindset in a vastly changed and still changing intema- 
lumal environment is of no help. At the same time, to assume 
that America will dump Pakistan for the sake of India or arm- 
twist it to accept a Kashmir settlement on Indian terms is to fly 
in the face of reality. 

However, it would be a grave error not to explore sincerely 



India needs good relations with both 
the superpower and the most powerfui 
nei^bour on reaiistic terms. It is 
weicome that Jaswant’s taiks with the 
Chinese foreign minister were as 
cordiai and productive as those with 
Albright 


and skilfully the possibilities of a more friendly relationship 
with the US. America influences all the major diplomatic 
dynamics across the globe. In both investment and trade it is 
India’s biggest partner. An adversarial relationship w'lth it is 
not in this country’s interest. 

To be sure, the US will want a quid pro quo for better rela¬ 
tions, most probably in the nuclear field, specifically m the 
form of signatures on the CTBT m the first place The Ameri¬ 
can decision to despatch a "special envoy" to the US embassy 
m New Delhi to discuss for six months only the nuclear ques¬ 
tion with the South Block is eloquent enough. But here again 
candid discussion and acceptance of only what is in the Indian 
interest is called for. Nothing more. 

Any exjx-ctation of joining hands with the United States to 
"contain" China or to become part of a Russia-China-India 
axis to "check American hegemonism" would be foolish. 
India needs good relations with both the superpower and the 
most powerful neighbour on realistic, not illusory, terms. 

It is welcome therefore that Jaswant's talks with the Chine¬ 
se foreign minister were as cordial and productive as those 
with Albright. One point that has to be thrashed out with Beij¬ 
ing is that China remains committed to the Security Council’s 
resolution 1172 (asking India and Pakistan to sign the NPT, 
too) much more than the United States. • 
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The Indian Navy *s 
gunboat diplomacy 

D uring the thrcc-month-long 
war in Kargil, hardly a 
word has been said atout 
the role of the Indian Navy 
(IN). In truth, the Kargil 
campaign was a tri-service war. It lay in 
wait in the north Arabian Sea, posing a 
strategic deterrent to Pakistan. 

Given its experience in 1965, when 
almost the entire naval fleet was deploy¬ 
ed in the Bay of Bengal, the IN was tak¬ 
ing no chances this time. Just four ships 
were on the western .seaboard when on 8 
September, 1965, the Pakistan Navy 
(PN), in a prophylactic attack, struck at 
Dwarka. Fortunately, no damage was 
caused. However, the PN celebrates 8 
September as Victory Day. 

Once Pakistan floated the Kargil bal¬ 
loon, it was jointly decided by the three 
services that the maritime fleet be poised 
off the west coa.st to act as a strategic 
counterweight to any Pakistani naval 
misadventure on the 1965 pattern. 

At this time of the year, the IN carries 
out joint exercises of both its fleets. The 
war games, though planned for the Bay 
of Bengal, were switched to the Arabian 
Sea this year. These collective signals 
were read by Admiral Fasi Bukhari, 
Chief of Naval Staff, PN. He is reported 
to have remarked that Pakistan's already 
'badgered economy could be throttled in 
a war scenario 

Although the Western Naval Fleet is 
adequate to deal with PN — force and 
capability ratio is seven to one in India’s 
favour (see box) — the Eastern Naval 
Fleet was diverted to the west and placed 
under overall command of FCXT-in-C 
Western Naval Command to deal with 
any maritime threat by Pakistan to Indi¬ 
a's strategic offshore assets. Surveillan¬ 
ce by Tu-142 and Tu-138 maritime air¬ 
craft were stepped up. 

As the aircraft carrier is in the wet 
docks for refuting, Virat-based Harriers 
had to operate from airfields onshore. 
From its forward deployed locations, IN 
was prepared to execute its operational 


ta.sks — exercise maritime superiority, 
neutralise PN and carry out interdiction 
of sea lanes. 

I t is not well known that Pakistan’s eco¬ 
nomic survival depends on its oil and 
trade flow over the sea lanes which are 
its lifelines. 

Pakistan has just three oil refineries, 
the main ones at Karachi and Rawalpin¬ 
di. While India has several state-owned 
tankers, Pakistan has merely one. There¬ 
fore, foreign-flag vessels have to be 
requisitioned by Pakistan. India enjoys 


much greater autonomy in sea transit 
and transportation than Pakistan. 

For Pakistan, the situation is made 
more vulnerable as there are only two 
ports — Karachi and Quasim — which 
can handle tankers. The strategic reser¬ 
ves of oil and petroleum storage capaci¬ 
ty for civil and military usage is limited 
to seven days. India, on the other hand, 
has much larger reserves and storage 
capacity to handle civil and military 
n^-based demands in a ratio of IS to 
one. In Pakistan, the military and civil 
demand is a high of one to one. Nearly 
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W f»er cent of Pak istan oil and petroleum 
products flow from the Gulf. 

In operational temis, the Eastern 
. Naval Fleet was deployed to cover 
Pakistani shipping lanes from the Gulf 
to its ports. PN flew as maritime aircraft 
and once the scale and span of deploy¬ 
ment sank in, it went into a defensive 
mode, warning its vessels to steer clear 
ol the IN. What’s more, it began escort¬ 
ing Its tankers destined for Karachi. 

A Pakistani columnist writing for The 
Saudi Gazette, reported that the Indian 
Navy was poised to lay a naval blockade 
against Pakistan, if necessary to force 
withdrawal from Kargil. By lying in 
wait across Pakistan’s soft underbelly 
with the combined might of both its 
fleet, the Indian Navy was all keyed up 
to strike, had the conflict spilled beyond 
Kargil. Springing a naval blockade like 
the Cuban blockade in 1962 is an act of 
^war. 

D eciphering a war-like act on the 
high seas is extremely complex busi¬ 
ness. Although the navy enjoys extreme 
flexibility and versatility, the Rules of 


Engagement (RoE) have to be interpret¬ 
ed with great sensitivity and despatch. 
The RoE was cleared by the Cabinet 
Committee for Security. 

Tlie rapid deployment of maritime 
resources including the Coast Guard had 
multiple spin-offs: deterred Pakistan 
from escalating the conflict and augmen¬ 
ted the strategic pressure point of the air¬ 
land campaign. But what was most wor¬ 
rying for Pakistan was the threat of a 
naval blcKkadc. 

What else did the silent service do? It 
flew over Kargil its ECM and ECCM 
(Electronic W^are-fittcd) Domicr air¬ 
craft in support of the campaign besides 
providing several teams of marine com¬ 
mandos. Some of these commandos 
have been operating on the Wullar lake 
in Srinagar for quite some time now. 

For the PN, the strategic warning at 
sea was clear: do not escalate, climb 
down Kargil. There are immediate and 
long-term lessons from the navy’s pre¬ 
ventive deployment in the high seas. It 
has reinforced Pakistan’s vulnerability 
to interdiction of its sea lanes and a 
blockade of Karachi. The need to moder- 
ni.se IN’S sea denial and domination 


capability .stands out. 

During the course of the Kargil con¬ 
flict, Pakistan had tried to blackmail 
India with the nuclear direat. Chief of 
Naval Staff Admiral Sushil Isaacs had 
responded that IN was prepared to meet 
any threat including nucleai. The refer¬ 
ence was to nuclear, biological and che¬ 
mical defensive measures. The nuclear 
profile of the IN will manifest once the 
Advanced Technology Vehicle (ATV) 
project is fully restored. An assured 
second-strike capability for India’s mini¬ 
mum nuclear deterrent rests with the 
future of the ATV project. 

A key lesson from the navy’s strate¬ 
gic role in the Arabian Sea which helped 
defeat the aggression in Kargil is that 
despite the Bhagwat episode, the IN is 
back to being a professional force with 
high morale. 

By contrast, the Pakistan Navy has 
been advised by The Dawn columnist, 
Ayaz Amir, to provide its best naval crui¬ 
ser so that all the models of Shahecn and 
Ghauri missiles can be packed on board 
and dumped into the waters of the Arabi¬ 
an Sea. • 

M^/. Om. AsfkaitR. MaMa/Mvir 0*MI 
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Looms the ISVs long 
knife 


y exposing the involve¬ 
ment of P^stani regulars 
in the Kargil conflict, India 
did score many points on 
the diplomatic front. But it 
would be grossly inadequate to stop 
here. This clandestine strategy poses a 
new threat to the country’s security. A 
few questions arise — when did the 
Pakistani Army assume the role of a mili¬ 
tant from one of an abettor? How does 
this fit with the role of defending the 
nation and Pakistan’s larger gameplan 
of liberating Kashmir? 

Initially the army took the intrusions 
to be an extension of Operation Topak in 
which the Pakistan Army was to play a 
back-up role. Later, it was confirmed the 
so-called Mujahideen were regulars. 
The flip-flop continued till the regulars 
took off their Mujahideen mask. 

Investigations by Sunday have esta¬ 
blished a nexus between regulars and 
the militant groups. It was the Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) which engi¬ 
neered participation of regulars. In an 
earlier story SundayU 1-17 July) explo¬ 
red the role of ISl behind the ri^ of milit¬ 
ant groups operating in Kashmir. Now 
we have discovered that ISl has created 
from within the Pakistani Army, a Paki¬ 
stan Special Force (PSF) who wear Indi¬ 
an Army uniforms and are meant to aid 
the Kashmiri militants in contrived 
crisis. 

Significantly, PSF forms the core of a 
mixed force (soldiers of the Northern 
Light infantry (NLI), Chitral Scouts and 
militants) created by ISI to acquire what 
they term, 'a forward strategic depth’ in 
Ka.shmir. According to a military intelli¬ 
gence document, this force was raised in 
1997, after the efforts to create a puppet 
regime called, Islamic Confederation of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Kashmir 
(PAK) by year 2000 seemingly failed. 
Since then, as the document alludes the 
objectives were two-fold. 

• To establish a Taliban-dominated 
broad-based government, acceptable to 
the global community. 

• Intensify insurgency in Jammu and 
Kashmir by supplying heavier weapons 
to the mercenaries to inflict maximum 
casualties on the Indian Army. 






T his was a shift from the pre-1997 stra¬ 
tegy of Pakistan which sought to pur¬ 
sue simultaneously an insurgency cam¬ 
paign in Afghani.stan and Kashmir. 
While the Taliban gained areas quickly 
in Afghanistan, militants in Kashmir 
were checked effectively by the Indian 
Army. Thus Pakistan realised a need to 
drive a wedge into ftidian temtoiy and 
infiltrate it with Afghan militants. 

In fact, in a paper presented by the for¬ 
mer Pakistan Army Chief, General 
Aslam Beg at a conference on Asian 
security, early this year in New Delhi 
mentioned: "Afghanistan war of libera¬ 
tion experience provided strength for 
the Kashmin freedom fighter in the 
wider dimension of conflict...should 
peace come to Afghanistan, the Mujahi¬ 
deen would like to repay the gratitude to 
their Kashmiri brothers for joining them 
in their struggle against the Soviet 
aggressor." 


In the post 1997 scenario, the ISI has 
assumed a greater role than the Pakistani 
military. Other than the PSF, it has creat¬ 
ed a Jaanbaaz Mujahideen Force (JMF). 
again comprising Pakistan Army person¬ 
nel to train militants of the Hizh-i-Islam 
group operating inside Kashmir. The 
only political outfit with which the ISI 
seeks help for its cadres is the 
Jamaat-e-Islami. 

From making terrorists out of local 
Kashimris. to exporting terrorism has 
led to establishment of many mote train¬ 
ing camps within Pakistan. A confidenti¬ 
al report prepared by the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Sheikhupura on behalf of 
the Government of Pakistan has confirm¬ 
ed the presence of 87 such camps in die 
country. Of these, 49 were reportedly:* 
located in Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir 
(PoK). 

These camps are not Kashmir- 
specific. A new plan called the K-2 pro- 
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[ In the post'1997 scenario, the ISI has 

assumed a greater role than the Pakistani 
military. Other than the P8F, it has created a 
Jaanbaaz Mujahideen Force, again 
comprising Pakistan Army personnel to 
train militants of the HIzh-Mslam group 
operating Inside Kashmir 


granune was devised by the ISI. This pro- 
1 gramme details the plan to export terror- 
j ism into the north-east and subsequently 
I the hinterland (Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and- 
I Madhya Pradesh). For this, Pakistan has 
also b^n collaborating with the mafia in 
Bhutan and Nepal to establish more 
* amps. 

I n these camps, potential terrorists arc 
OTganised into smaller bands called 
tanzeems'. ITtey are put through rigor¬ 


ous training under the PSF and the JMF. 
Each tanzeems is mission specific and 
they aren’t simply trained to spread ter¬ 
ror but are linked to a greater intent of 
capturingterritory.According to intellig¬ 
ence reports, there are 2,300 hardcore 
terrorists in J&K of which 900 are fore¬ 
ign mercenaries. These mercenaries are 
not only firom Afghanistan but also from 
Egypt, Sudan, Yemen, Bahrain, 
Banglade.sh, Iran and Iraq. 

Intelligence reports suggest that the 


ISI has stopped hobnobbing with every ; 
radical group in Kashmir. "It has burnt 
its fingers once with the JKLF," said a 
senior intelligence official. The Harkat- 
ul-Ansar, Al-Badr, Lashkar-e-Toiba 
and Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen are some of 
these groups. Elaborating on the point, 
the official told Sunday, "The one per¬ 
son common to all these groups is 
Osama Bin laden, which is why the 
United States is so Indian in its 
response." 

By winning back Kargil and pushing 
back the intruders, the Indian troops 
have warded off the danger for the 
moment. But the threat is still intart. For¬ 
tunately, the US interest in the growing 
threat has been rekindled on two accoun¬ 
ts; possibility of a larger Uans-border 
conflict fuelling a nuclear flashpoint and 
the prospect of a menacing cross-border 
terrorism on a daily basis. • 

Prmnmb Dhml t m mmmtm/ Mmw Brntht 
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Shame! 


It is time politicians stopped behaving like the 
Mujahideen on the LoC 

T he pi)lilicisation of Kargil was a similar briefing was held for the Opp« 
inevitable What wai tion parties as well. About the outcoi 
however, avoidable was (Iragg o( the Kargil war, Sibal is credited w 
ing the armed forces on to this stunning contradiction: "It was 
centre-stage Whether it was great victoiv for the wwan and a great f 


T he politicisation of Kargil was 
inevitable What wai 
however, avoidable was dragg 
ing the armed forces on to 
centre-stage Whether it was 
the nuclear tests, the formation of the 
National Security Council oi the dismis¬ 
sal of Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat, these 
events of the last 18 months have been 
used to denigrate rather than strengthen 
national security. Reason? Every politi¬ 
cal party indulges in competitive patrio¬ 
tism verging on jingoism with an eye on 
its political score-card. Kargil has clear¬ 
ly illustrated this political hallmark. 

While Op Vijay was still on, the Con¬ 
gress party committed a grave breach of 
national security by trying to inveigle 
classified documents out of a serving 
Brigadier, Surinder Singh, until recently 
in command of the Kargil brigade, now 
transferred as Deputy GoC 23 Mountain 
Divi.sion at Ranchi in Eastern Com¬ 
mand. The Congress party spokesper¬ 
son, the cerebral advocate Kapil .Sibal, 
has committed the greater crime of politi¬ 
cising the armed forces, even some are 
saying, of encouraging senior officers to 
give away sensitive Op-related informa¬ 
tion as was done in the case of Admiral 
Bhagwat. 

This is not the fust time Sibal has 
done this. Earlier this year, the dismiss¬ 
ed Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat. another 
disaffected officer, had been made to 
hand over to Sibal, an affidavit with 
which the Congress whipped the govern¬ 
ment. In fact, the real victim was the Indi¬ 
an Navy. The rest is history. The Con¬ 
gress has done a Bhagwat on the army 
through Surinder Singh. 

Even while Kargil was being fought 
on the high mountains by the jawans, it 
was the Congress which kept sniping at 
the government, encouraging the media 
in erroneously implicating the Chiel' of 
Anny Staff. Gen V.P. Malik for organis¬ 
ing and attending operational briefings 
for the ruling party. Malik had to issue a 
belated denial. It was not mentioned that 


a SI milar brief ^ng was held for the Oppos- 
tion parties as well. About the outcome 
ol the Kargil war, Sibal is credited with 
this stunning contradiction: "It was a 
great victot y for the jawan and a great fai¬ 
lure foi the BJP government." 

F rom Day One of Op Vijay. the Con¬ 
gress has tried to draw a divide and 
distinction between the government of 
the day and the army. It kept saying 
while it would support the army it would 
be free to criticise the government 
which it did. This created unnecessary 
confusion in the rank and file of the 
army forcing the military high com¬ 
mand into retorting: "But we take our 
orders from this very government." The 
army chief was particularly unhappy 
that these irresponsible statements were 
being made when he was fighting a war 
on the borders. 

Further, the personal attacks on defen¬ 
ce minister George Fernandes were as 
savage as our soldiers attacking Tolo- 
ling. The timing and content of these 

Kapil Sibal: "It was a Sraat 
victory for the/aaran and a 
groat Mluro for tho BJP 
govommont” 









Indian troops at Kargil: thoro la 
no nood to pollticiso tho 
armodforeos 


assaults on the defence minister were ill- 
adivsed and bad for morale of the 
jawans und field commanders. People 
forget the defence minister thniugh the 
Cabinet is accountable to the armed for¬ 
ces. His fault was to say safe passage 
could be considered when the time 
came. This is what happened His fault 
was to say infiltrators would be pushed 
back in 48 hours. That is what senior 
army conunanders told him then. He 
had the grace not to mention their names 
at that time. His fault was, he visited Kar¬ 
gil half a dozen times. Fernandes does 
not have to prove his loyalty. It is for 
those who oppose him. to do so. 

This attempt to sour civil-military 
relations, tendency to political meddling 
and specific interference in the case of 
Brig. Surinder Singh, of 121 Infantry 
Brigade at Kargil has hurt defence and 
national security as much as sullying the 
apolitical nature of the armed forces. 

These deliberate jibes at the govern¬ 
ment undermine not only the politico- 
militaiy, but also the purely, higUy sane-. • 
tified military chain of command. Mo.st 
commentators had imposed a voluntary 
ban on nitpicking the cause and conduct 
of the campaign while it was being 
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waged. The LoC has only just been fully 
restored, but the army has had to fight on 
two fronts — at Kargil and in Delhi. 

The government has ordered a broad- 
based leview of events leading to Kargil 
and how to prevent their recurrence 
elsewhere Sibal has claimed that the 
Vajpayee government had been warned 
i)y an operational army commander 
(Surinder Singh) as early as August 
1W8, about enhanced threat perception. 
This IS pure fiction. 

It is a great pity Surindei Singh, like 
Bhagwat before him, is being exploited 
so that Congress can extract its pound of 
llesh Irom Kargil. He will be depicted as 
the martyr, the Indian Army’s scape¬ 
goat, much like the manner in which 
Pakistan Army has used the Northern 
Light Infantry regiment of all its infan¬ 
try regiments as the sacrificiallgoat in 
Kargil. 

The Surinder Singh epi.sode should 
never have conic up. Unfortunately, a 
•Story in the media ateut command failu¬ 
re and warnings by Surinder Singh is 90 
per cent the result of hack journalists 
who do not understand military and ope¬ 
rational procedures. He was command¬ 
ing the Kargil brigade when intrusions 
Itxrk place, ’niree weeks after battle was 
joined he was relieved of his command 
by the army chief for operational rea¬ 
sons on the recommendations of the divi¬ 
sional and corps commanders — Major 


General V.S. Badhwar and Lt-Gen 
Kishan Pal. 

The evidence claimed by Sibal and 
the media is based on the Bigadier’s 
Redressal of Gnevance (RoG) dated 28 
June 1999 addressed to Gen. Malik. 
Singh has complained his removal from 
Kargil wa.s unjustified and he has attach¬ 
ed 26 letters to substantiate his case. The 
anny has ordered an enquiry on how con- 
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fidential documents came to be made 
public. The Northern Army Command 
responsible for J&K had initiated its 
own high-level investigation headed by 
a lieutenant-general to probe the intru¬ 
sions much before the central enquiry 
was ordered two days ago. 

S ome facts on Surinder Singh are 
essential. He had lost % confiden¬ 
ce of his immediate superior officers, 
GoCs 3 Mountain Division and 15 
Corps. By his own admission he had seri¬ 
ous professional differences with GoC 3 
Mountain Div. Similarly, differences 
are documented with one of his .subordi¬ 
nates, Commanding Officer, 16 Gre¬ 
nadiers. On top of this, he had a medical 
problem, a perfotated eardrum. The 
removal of a brigade commander during 
a war has serious implications. It does 
not mean that others in the chain of com¬ 
mand are not culpable.»They will al,so be 
investigated as part of the After Action 
Report. 

Due to operational reasons, Malik 
was forced to appoint a new brigade com¬ 
mander, Brig Nandrajog, to instil confid¬ 
ence in a demoralised brigade. Surinder 
Singh, a thrice decorated soldier, has 
allowed himself to be drawn into a politi¬ 
cal trap on the assurance that he is in 
legally good hands and that no harm 
would come to him. This is bound to 
encourage other officers to flock to poli¬ 
tical parties when they have an RoG. 

The services community is unlikely 
to buy his side of the story — about his 
intuition of enhanced threat perception 
in Kargil and the need for remotely pilot¬ 
ed vehicles or a defence satellite (how¬ 
ever much these may be required) when 
none exists on the inventory. 

But the chattering classes on the cock¬ 
tail circuit will lap it up, reliving the 
Bhagwat days. Similarly sensitive opera¬ 
tional material relating to the LoC may 
have fallen into the wrong hands. Very 
sad, even the armed forces, one of the pil¬ 
lars of Indian democracy, are being 
exploited for narrow political gains 
which arc inimical to larger national 
interests. 

The simple lesson from Kargil for 
politicians is not to meddle with the arm¬ 
ed forces by irivialising a war-like situa¬ 
tion. The great victory of the jawans is 
being portrayed as a failure. It is time 
politicians stopped behaving like the 
Mujahideen on the LoC. • 


{Th0 author was a general otitcer commanang of the 
tfKimn Peace-Keeping Force in Southern $n Lanka lie is 
the foiHKtar member of the Defence Planning Staff of the 
Chiefs of Staff Committee) 








The 


Maratha 

Cometh 

But Sharad Pawar's cavalcade must cross 
Bhusawal before reaching Delhi 



T he estimate*, vary wildly. "Fif¬ 
ty IS our number. If we can get 
50 seats, we will be the ones to 
appoint the Prime Minister of 
India," says a supporter of the 
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), pre¬ 
dicting confidently that Sharad Pawar 
will win upwards of 23 Lok Sabha seats 
for the NCP from Maharashtra alone 
and will be able to form the next govern¬ 
ment in that state. 

However, others are dismissive of 
this claim. Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Nini- 
pam says; "I can’t see Sharad Pawar gett¬ 
ing more than eight Lok Sabha seats, the 
bulk of them ^om western Maha¬ 
rashtra." Nirupam doesn’t consider 
Pawar a challenge worth mentioning in 
the As.sembly elections. 

Sharad Pawar is many things to many 
people. For the Maharashtrians, he is the 
only hope of Maharashtra ever ruling 
Delhi, liie first time the state had such 
aspirations, it met a bloody end: in the 
Third Battle of Panipat in 1761 when the 
imperialist Peshwas tried to conquer 
Delhi but were massacred by the forces 
of Ahmad Shah Abdali 
To Sonia Gandhi, he is the only way 
she can validate her leadership of the 
Congress. He repicsents the challenge: 


so he has to be decimated. 

To the BJP, he is what stands between 
their political recovery and a total rout in 
the state 

To his party, the Nationalist Congress 
Party, he represents the Hope of the Mil¬ 
lennium — they believe that if the Con¬ 
gress is defeated and Sonia Gandhi driv¬ 
en out in the next election, it is they who 


"Wc would be only too 
happy H Shared Pawar 
doat in 1999 what ho did 
in 1996— unite the 
Opposition to us," says 
Pramod Mahaian 


will re-enter and capture the C'ongress. 

So Sharad Pawar represents what the 
Sensitive Index has come to dread; tlie 
Bull. Wilf he be able to push up his net 
worth in the coming elections? 

W hat is new about the elector exer¬ 
cise of 1999? First, the last time 
Maharashtra had Assembly and Lok 
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Sabha electioni together was in 1967. 
i.e. 32 years ago. In political terms, 
Pawar was only a small boy then. In fact, 
there is hardly anyone in the state who 
remembers the political details and 
implications of having a Lok Sabha and 
an Assembly election together. 

So this is the first imponderable 
Pawar faces. Why only Pawar, all the 
political parties face this problem. 

The second is related to the first. This 
is the first time the BJP has a choice of 
allies. Earlier, either the BJP has fought 
in coalition with the Opposition when 
Sharad Pawar was in the Opposition 
' (1985) or against him (1990). But the 
BJP has never been in the fortuitous 
situation of being able to choose allies 
— as it is today, having the option of 


dropping the Shiv Sena in preference for 
Pawar. 

Both these make this election i n Maha¬ 
rashtra a unique event and tell us more 
about the leadership and mobilising stra¬ 
tegies of all political parties, especially 
after having an intruder in their midst. 

In realistic terms, how has the Con¬ 
gress been affected by the ‘betrayal’ of 
Sharad Pawar'^ In numerical terms, 
badly. Sixty to 70 per cent of the Con¬ 
gress cadre and leaders have joined Sha¬ 
rad Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party. 
And there’s no denying that there is a 
vertical split in the party structure. 

But is this in itself enough to create a 
divide in the state? BJP leaders are fer¬ 
vently hoping it is. For there is no doubt 
that, while the structure has been dented. 


Sharad Pawar is 
many things to 
many peopie. For 
Maharashtrians, 
he’s the only hope 
of Maharashtra 
ever ruling Delhi. To 
Sonia Gandhi, he 
represents 
challenge. To the 
BJP, he is what 
stands between 
their political 
recoveiyandatotal 
rout in the state. To 
his party, he 
represents the 
Hope of the 
Millennium 


the Congress’s social — and political — 
base continues to be intact. The Muslims 
are still on .Sonia Gandhi’s side, support¬ 
ing the ‘real’ Congress. So are the 
Dalits. If Sharad Pawar can break into 
this combination and split it, victory is 
the BJP's. There is evidence that he is try¬ 
ing to, by wcKiing Ramdas Athavaie of 
the Republican Party of India (RPI) and 
by forging an alliance with Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, the two individuals who 
led him — and the Congress—to victo¬ 
ry in the 1998 Lok Sabha elections. The 
Congress had 37 seats from Maha¬ 
rashtra then and Pawar was still in the 
Congress. 

“We would be only too happy if Sha¬ 
rad Pawar does in 1999 what he did in 
1996 — unite the Opposition to us," 
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"I cant Me Shmd PMrar grtting more 
than eigM Uk SaUm teals, the bulk of 
than from wetleni MaharMhtra," says 
Sena MP Saniay Nkupaffl 


says PraiTKxl Mahajan, BJP boss in 
Maharashtra, with a grin. He says the 
BJP/Shiv Sena may have to part with a 
few seats to make space for the Sharad 
effect, but in a cost-benefit analysis, the. 
price is well worth paying because it 
will divide the ‘secular’ vote while unit¬ 
ing the BJP’s. 

So the BJP’s policy towards Sharad 
Pawar is to help him. love him and leave 
him — after the elections by which time 
he would have served his piiipose of 
destroying things for the Congress. 

T hose who predicted that the Con¬ 
gress in Maharashtra was finished 
after Sharad Pawar jumped ship, may be 
in for a suiprise. The Congress’s clout 
may have reduced, but by no means is it 
wiped out fn>m the state. 

In fact, look at the times the Congress 
has contested elections without Sharad 
Pawar' its performance has been much 
better than when Pawar has been leading 
it. 

In 1978, Sharad Pawar became the 
youngest chief rmnister of Maharashtra 
by stabbing his mentor Y.B. Chavan in 
the back, and in 1980, tried his luck for 
the first time. His men won 50 seats, but 
It was A.R. Antulay who became chief 
minister, so Pawar was left with just five 
or so men. In 1985, he contested the elec¬ 
tion again, with the entire Opposition. 





^ . y,{JkaitNtdi. 

Oa^ |Q}y,t]MMfi0qpendistitmint!;teis jeahed^iwni^ 

CougmsPe^ 

CM 26 M ^xeixtitie, (»fflI»tMs gov^^ 

gvneiwd the of! I .Indntendatt tegislnm, including niiiu8teFs> 
And they inve ako won the suf^xHtof fourodier Indepeitdentt. 

In rettsm, the dliimce woultte’t field candidates m tteir comstitueiKies. 

The devekjpweias, however, hitve left Chhagan Bhujhal, the NOPatate 
chi^, dnpeiturbed. chtims that 30 ouct of 45 IndqiendeQts would 
ultimately join his party. Indeed, ftn- the moment m least, the wind seems to be 
blowing in favour of ftei^wly-fbmied NC3P. Political pundits agree dial the 
Nafiottali^CoPgreffi diaim offering 30 Independtmts into d»tr pmty 


4 


fold is no idfo btwt. the Independents udio joisra Pawar's outfit wmit 

that the NCP k b^ter placed than foe Sena-BIP atifonce. Says Anil 
Deshmukh, fdm^r minister of state for education and also foe leader of the 
Indqiendents: "Joining the NCP seemed the most ilogicai thing to do under the 
circwnstances." 

The circumsttmees, of course, are that the non^rttwming and ewupt 
Sena-BJP alliance has lost all its goodwill among foe people. "Even foe 11 
Independents who have agreed to support the alliance feel so," claims Bhujbal. 
"They would be contesting the elections in their individutd capacity; they m 
not confident of fighting foe election on a Sena-BJP ticket. On foe other hand, 
the five who have joined our party have foil faith in the party's victory in the 
polls." As a political analyst points out, "The Independents seem to have 
realised that by supporting the alliance they are, in fact, backing a sinking ship. 

A few have already fled. Others arc in the fwocess of doing so. Othcrwi.se. 
which minister who is assured of a Cabinet post in foe next government would ^ 

want to leave?" 

It’s a valid, logical point, but one which foe Sena and BJP leaders are not 
willing to concede. According to them, it’s oidy natural for the Independents 
to ajly with Pawai who had backed their candidature in the 1995 Assenfoly 
polk when the Congress had denied them tickets. "But foat does not indicate 



SMfMb Kaknad ktCMMpimki 
nRnr*s coaalfoNMsr to aelaik ar at 
tout ifravttct tN aaai fffea aaa total 
aalkaliOPcIM 


C|ihaiiMBkataal«mtlMl3eaatiif45 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


tlMtdwy ue tts becwa^ they ar^cOTvbicedfitf^ 

IMftte/MlirBaSittkvi#. ^;- 

Sasidc^ to Inde^pemdenta, :3te BIP has aliio lost dtfee influentkd Adivasi 
leaden: foitor NfiP Ra^^au Tbakie and former ministers Govtndrao 
Piawtoiy and A.T. fttwar to to NCP. Then, Bal Thackeny^s two heirs— 
UdtovinlRi^—areatloggetoads widi each other. Ito signal such rifts 
tend downto tolowor leveis is negative, to say to least. 

Even widiin to aBianoe, to Sena, which has often acted as the big brother, 
has ccHzq^et^ toneddown Us bullying. The reason, inforni r^lysts, is 
Sttote: to B^hasa better perfEMTSumce-sheet and, this timeaimind, to Sena 
will have to pi ggy ride on to BJP’k hack to win to eJectkns. In fact, one of to 

reasons for Sena boss fiat r?"'--- 

’nuckeray’s reluctance to hold 
. simuitam^s Lok SaUta and 
Assembly toctioas was Ihtd wWi 
bigger national issues ftesh in ftolk 
memory, to filPwoidd defttt^y 
have an edge after to Kargd victoty. 

Tliadteray, say 

Maharashtra-watchers, relentedonty 
because he reasoned tot Pawar, wiw 
enjoys tremendous stqipcHt in »- 4 =.w 1 |k 

Marathawada and western 
Maharashtra, mi^seelc an aUianO! ^ 

witbtoBJPaftertol..okSaUia | ^ 

polls and, ultimately, to Ateembiy » 

elections, leaving the Sena high and ' X 

Meanwhile, in the triangular 
contest in to state, to Mantha 
strongman has succeeded in pulling 
off alliances widi to Third ^ont 
parties—^the JahataPtniy.to 
Peasants’ Workers Party and to ^ 

SamajwadiParty. Alre«ly,45of ^- - . , . - 

to total 77 Congress legislators have declared their support. The NCP has also 
managed to get to support of to influential Ganesh Kaik, a former Sena rebel . 

Ramdas Atbavale, the Republican Party of India (RPI> chief, has also .said 
he would back to Maratha ieader. Athavale claims that at their recently-held 
central executive committeemeetinginNew Delhi. 31 oftojl membws 
chose to align with to NCP. At toitote level, 19 out of 43 executive 
committee members opted to join forces with the NCP. The split within the 
faction-ridden RPI now remains only a formality with three important leaders 
—Prakash Ambedkar, Jogento Kawade andR.S. Gavai—not wanting to go 
tdong wifli to paty’s executive conuiuttee decision. 

State Congress leaders, metmwhile, insist that the .switch-over of the 
Independent legislatnrs to torival camp is unlikely to have much of an impact 
cm to party’s poll prospects. Right now. they are busy with an amusing game 
of possible one-upmanship over Pawar, Fricnds-tum^-focs of to Maratha 
leader, Saresh Kalmadi and Govindrao Adik, are camping in Pawar’s 
„ cbnstoicncy, Baram^ and its adjoining areas, to select or, at least, shortlist 
V to man wtocan take On toNCfichief on a Congress .symbol. 

With to polls drawing nearer, pundits claim that a clear picture of a 
post-toction scenario Is gradually wnerging. At slake arc 289 Assembly and 
.48 Lt* Sabha .seats." Atpresenl, it appears that no single party may secure a 
clear-cut Rutimity, butPawar's NCP may lead the total tally," predicts an 
analyst TheCongress may sweep to Vidharha region white the Konkan coa,st 
wfll be shared between the Sena and to NCP. • 


He couldn’t cross 50 ML As and Shivaji- 
rao Patil Nilangekar became chief mini¬ 
ster, i.e. the Congress coasted to victory. 

And when he did rejoin the Congress 
and worked for its victory, in 1995, the 
Congress wrested defeat from the jaws 
of victory; the party couldn’t form a 
government in the state because too 
many Independents were opposed to 
Sharad Pawar. 

What docs all this .say about Sharad 
Pawar? Over the years, many verdicts 



Thackeray didn’t want simuttaneoM 
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections. 
He feft that after Kargil the BJP would 
have an edge over the Sena. He 
relented when he realised that, after 
to polls, Pawar could ally with to 
BJP 


have been passed on him. that he’s in too 
mucli of a hurry (in 1991, that's what 
P V Narasimha Rao told him when he 
threw his hat in the nng with India’s, 
venerable old Chanakya for the top job); 
that his campaigns arc always too shrill 
and loud (in 1988-89, that’s what older 
Congressmen told him when he tried to 
fly the flag of rebellion against Rajiv 
Gandhi). 

So the BJP’s conclusion is: so long as 
Sharad Pawar is the vw/i, he’s fine. It’s 
when he tries to become pati or patni 
that you have to watch out. • 

Adm PhmdnlB/N»w DmIM 
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NEWSWATCH 


Three fronts emerge in 
Tamil Nadu on the eve 
of the Lok Sabha 
elections 


T he wheel has come full circle. 
Those in opposite camps in the 
1998 Lok Sabha polls have 
come together while some 
have drifted away to form a 
new front. The electoral alliances in 
Tamil Nadu have firmed up on expected 
lines. 

The DMK was first off the block by 
hitching its electoral wagon to the BJP 
and stringing together the AlADMK’s 
other erstwhile allies like the PMK, 
MDMK, and the TRC. While the A1AD- 
MK has once again warmed up to the 
Congress and also included the two pro¬ 
minent Left parties — the CPI(M) and 
the CPI. And the one that could not be fit¬ 
ted in, the TMC, has formed a third front 
along with Pudhiya Tamilagam (PT). 

DMK leader and former Union mini¬ 
ster Murasoli Maran sought to drive 
home that compulsions of a federal poli¬ 
ty to shun political untouchability was 
as much a factor as the Congress's 
autocratic attitude vis-a-vis regional par¬ 
ties in the DMK's decision to be part of 
the BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance. 

Said Maran, "While the BJP under¬ 
stood the DMK’s concern, the Congres¬ 
s’s attitude on the other hand smacked of 
sheer arrogance, it refused to even look 
at anybody. So we refused to fall at the 
Congress’s feet." In fact, it was Maran 
who has excellent rapport with Prime 
Minister Vajpayee, who was instrumen¬ 
tal in forging the party’s alliance with 
the BJP. 

Some old-timers in the DMK have 
reservations about the alliance but there 
was hardly any resistance from the 
cadres once the decision was explained 
to them. There was a fear among DMK 
sympathisers whether the party would 
roll back on its rationalist and secularist 
ideology. And most important was the 
impact It would have on the DMK’s 
much-nurtured minority vote-bank. 
Even its most bitter foes admit in private 
that Muthuvcl Karunanidhi is the last of 
the true secular political leaders left in 
the country. 

But partymen were tutored on why 
the DMK had to have an alliance with 


EXPECTED 



"More than a year back 
we had certain 
reservations about the 
BJP. But now they have 
turned over a new leaf 
and as long as DMK is in 
the NDA they will 
safeguard the interest of 
the minorities," said 
Karunanidhi 


the BJP. Karunanidhi explained to them 
at the general council meeting that Vaj¬ 
payee was a "gentleman-politician". He 
made great efforts to resolve the tangle 
over the Cauvery tribunal’s interim 
award. 

And above all, due to the DMK’s 
influence, the BJP has shed its pro- 
Hindutva image. Said Karunanidhi at a 
church meet; "More than a year back we 
had certain reservations about the BJP. 
But now they have turned over a new 
leaf and as long as DMK is in the NDA, 
they will safeguard the interest of the 
minorities." 

The Kargil conflict also came in 
handy for the DMK in projecting Vaj¬ 
payee as the prime ministerial candida¬ 
te. The new slogan on Vajpayee also 
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ALLIANCES 



Jiyalaiitha: battlag on Sonia 

seems to be working: "A bold, efficient 
and a good Prime Minister." Karunani- 
dhi’s speech at the chief ministers’ con¬ 
ference 111 New Delhi on Kargil totally 

Chidambaram: aiming tar 



identified itself with tlie B.IP on national 
security issues and found a new cam¬ 
paign theine — nationalism, democracy 
and scculiirism. 

The basic idea was that the tie-up has 
a lot to do with Vajpayee’s "leadership" 
and "towering image" and little to do 
with the BJP’s communal philosophy. 
However, there are clear indications that 
the DMK may overcome the negative 
impact of the alliance floss of Muslim 
votes) by the sheer number of allies it 
has strung together like the PMK and 
MDMK who have pockets of influence, 
where they can bring in the % otes. 

B ut nobody is writing off the 
AlADMK-led front which presents 
Itself as the secular alternative. The 
AlADMK and its 'eader Jayalalitha 
have been magnanimous to the Con¬ 
gress by gifting it 12 seals. Remember in 
the 1998 polls when the Congress con- 
i tested alone, its candidates lost their 


deposits in all the 39 seats. 

Today, Congressmen are complain¬ 
ing that most of the dozen seats they 
received from Jayalalitha are not worth 
contesting but with the inclusion of the 
Left parties, it signals the emergence of 
a broad secular front that can pose a for¬ 
midable challenge to the BJP-DMK 
combine. 

The major negative factor against the 
AlADMK front is that Jayalalitha is 
perceived as being corrupt and the speed 
with which the special courts are fram¬ 
ing charges against her makes an allian¬ 
ce with her party risky. 

Jayalalitha faces trial in five corrup¬ 
tion cases in the special courts and her 

"Whatever be the 
arguments for and 
against coalition 
politics, the country is in 
for an era of coalition," 
said Jayalalitha, 
clarifying that the 
AlADMK made no 
demand on joining the 
government if the 
Congress wins 


detractors are determined to see that she 
IS barred from contesting. The other fac¬ 
tor that makes her a liability is that she is 
accused of bringing down the BJP 
government and foisting an unwanted 
election. In fact, her hete noire, super- 
star Rajnikant has warned that the AlAD¬ 
MK should be punished for forcing ano¬ 
ther mid-term poll by pulling down the 
Vajpayee government. 

But what normally works in her 
favour especially among the rural electo¬ 
rate is the image that she spins out — a 
woman persecuted by the male chauvin¬ 
ist DMK-led alliance and her new love 
for the Muslims. Recently at a public 
meeting organised by the Tamil Muslim 
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*i Rajnikmt and Swamy care no longer in the scene 

W hite the hero of Tamil 

politics and superstar Rajnilc- 
amt was cheered vociferously, Subra- 
tnanian Swamy. the villam, svas not 
onl^ jeered at but ended up with e]^ 
op^sface. 

, Swjuny, the mhn of 




hp with after a fierce l^al battle dur* 
ing her tenure as cht^ minister. 

When Vt^payee leftised to mdte 
him finance mimsw, Swamy woit> 
ed on layatatithaand finatiy succeed¬ 
ed in bringing down the BJP govern¬ 
ment when the lady withdrew sup¬ 
port foliowing Swasqi''s famous tea 
paP^ in April ’99 where Jaya and 
Soi^ met 

Buf Swamy failed to wangle a 
Congiess-led government and 
layaialitha was peeved with him. 
However, it wasSasikala who is said 
to have poisoned layaialitha againta 
Swamy. So when layaialitha announ¬ 
ced seat sharing among her alliance 
partners. Swamy was not surprising- 
iy left out. "layaialitha was not her 
own person. She is being controlled 
by Sasikala's cOterie," fumed 
Swamy, adding, "layaialitha has no 
conce^ of loyalty or gratitude." 

Now, Swamy is contesting as a 
Janata Party candidate without the 
support of any mainstream political. 



"ii I : 
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party. And layalalitha’s final wmd 
on Swan.y, "ft is good riddance to 
bad rubbish.” 

But Rajhikant has hit layaialitha 
wherc it hurts ipost. He has decided 
to stay away firom politics. On the 
eve (rf the 19% IxA Sabha and 
Assembly elections, he had thtmde- 
rcd. "Even God cannot save Tamil 
Nadu if layaialitha returns to 
power," His clmon call was lespcms- 
ible for her rout and his support to the 
TMC-DMK combine saw them ride 
to power. But in the 1998 Lok Sabha 
elections, his magic did oM wmk as 
his heart bad always been with the 
BIP. 

■ So, on the eve of the 1999 j»Ils 
with his local mentors Karunanidbi 
and Moq>anar in opposite camps, he 
called a press conference to ilut 
he would not support any larty as the 
combinmirm which he helped — the 
DMK-TMC alliance — no longer 
existed. 

Indicating his q>posirion to the 
AIADMK-led front iil Tarml Nadu, 
he warned, "Those who were respon¬ 
sible for die coming Lok SaNba elec-^ 
tions ihould be punished since frew- 
ent elections me not .good fta; ime 
country." R.^nikattt has also urged 
political parties not to use his luuae 
or photogrpah in any publicity mate¬ 
rial during the campaign. 


Munnetra Kazhagam she promised that 
she would never have any alliance with 
the BJP in future. 

layaialitha also declared that she had 
no "problems" in projecting Congress 
pre.sident Sonia Gandhi as the next 


Rajnikant has 
warned that the 
AIADMK 
should be 
punished for 
forcing another 
mid-term poll 
by pulling down 
the Vajpayee 
government 


Prune Minister. She is also willing to 
address joint campaign meetings with 
Sonia. However, she hinted that she was 
keep on joining the govcniment at the 
Centre if the Congress eould cobble up a 
majority. 

Said layaialitha: "Whatever be the 
arguments for and against coalition poli¬ 
tics, the country is in for an era of coali¬ 
tion." However, she clarified th.il the 
AIADMK made no demand on joining 
the government if the Congress wins 
The AIADMK front’s calculation is that 
layaialitha will bring the Muslim and 
Sonia the Chnsiian votes and the combi¬ 
nation may click in at least 2.'> out of the 
39 constituencies in the slate. 

Meanwhile, the alliance struck by the 
two major Dravidian parties have left 
the TMC with little political space to 
manoeuvre. TMC president G.K. Moo- 
panar has taken a stand that it will steer 
clear of the "communalism" of the BJP 
and the "corruption" of the AIADMK. 

The TMC has roped in the volatile FT 
into the third front and to a certain extent 
it can be the "spoiler" to both the other 
fronts’ winning chance.s especially in 
the caste-ridden constituencies of sou¬ 
thern Tamil Nadu where the PT is fast 
emerging as a militant outfit of the Dalits. 

Former Union finance minister P. Chi¬ 
dambaram has said that the real aim of 
the TMC is not the 1999 Lok Sabha but 
to capture power in the 2001 state 
elections. • 

Bntt Ut mr nUai/Chmmai 
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UP leaders: the Kargil war Is undoubtedly won; whether hy the Jamms w the govenunent Is the moot question 

CTBT after the 
electiens 


Will India bend before insolent might? 


The BJP .set oui to 
fight the clcetions 
on the tliiee Bs 
Bomb, Bus. 

Budget. That came 
a cropper when the 
Bus landed up m 
Kargtl and the 
Bomb did nothing 
to deter thousands 
of Pakis and Pak-backed mercenaries 
from occupying hundreds of .square kilo¬ 
metres of Indian territory The Budget, 
of course, went through the window try¬ 
ing to get the Pakis out. whatever Yashw- 

SimOAYl ..7 August 1999 


ant Sinha might say A government as 
deeply into appeasement as his would 
not have had the fourth B — Brains—to 
have factored in the cost of a two-month 
war into its budgetary arithmetic. We do 
not reall> know what Kargil has cost the 
nation. The sums arc still being calcula¬ 
ted But It IS just about when voters start 
trekking to the polling stations that the 
economic impact of the war is going to 
start reaching into housewives’ shopp¬ 
ing bags 

Tlic BJP have, therelore, opted out ot 
the three Bs and into the three Ws: War, 
Wimbledon, Washington. They have. 


they claim, won the War, won Wimble¬ 
don. and won Washington. The war is 
undoubtedly won. Whether by the 
jawms or the government is the moot 
question. The war. in any case, would 
not have been won li Rajiv Gandhi had 
been silly enough to listen to Jaswant 
Singh who. in August 1987, moved an 
amendment to the official JPC-Bofors 
resolution calling on the government to 
cancel the Bofors contract if Bofors did 
not disclose whom they had bribed to 
get the contract. Twelve years after 
Jaswant’s amendment was contemp¬ 
tuously rejected, Bofors has saved the 
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day. Far from maintaining the suspen¬ 
sion of the Bofors contract, operative 
since V.P. Singh had his five minutes of 
fame, Jaswant and his government have 
been compelled by the excellence of the 
Bofors gun to not only suspend the sus¬ 
pension but even renew the arrange¬ 
ments for the gun to be manufactured 
within the country. (And, yes, of course, 
before we move on to more germane mat¬ 
ters, notwithstanding the suspension or 
restoration of the contracts, Bofors are 
still to add one tiny little syllable to what 
Rajiv Gandhi extracted from them — 
although non-Congress govcniments 
have ruled the roost for five of the last 
ten years.) 

THE HYPE OVER driving out the intru¬ 
ders is now altering towards the ques¬ 
tions agitating the public mind. Not who 
gets the credit for driving out the enemy 
but who gets the blame for letting him 
in, in the first place. A mountain of evi¬ 
dence, higher than Tiger Hill, is piling 
up that George Fernandes, Raksha 
Mantri, deliberately ignored informa¬ 
tion from the front and underplayed its 
significance with malafide intention. 
The charge of malafide is a serious one 
to make. But it is now clear that in 
August 1998, by the confession of the 
Raksha Mantri himself, in an answer to 
Parliament, information about intru¬ 
sions in Kargil and Batalik was in the 
posse.ssion of the government. Why 
then did he choose to neglect the danger? 

The answer is to be found in an appa¬ 
rently unrelated event, which took place 
the same month — the D.R. Mankekar 
Memorial Lecture. George Fernandes 
had been invited to deliver the lecture 
and set about looking for the book that 
keeps Mankekar's memory alive The 
Guilty Men Of 1962. On doing so, Geor¬ 
ge discovered it to be out of print. He, the¬ 
refore, urged that a new edition be prin¬ 
ted. Penguin obliged, inviting George to 
write the foreword. In his foreword, (Geo¬ 
rge described "the danger to our security 
from Paki.stan" as a "mytli", a myth, 
moreover, which had been "exploded” 
by our nuclear bomb. 

Brig. Surinder Singh’s report from 
Kargil, in the same month of August, 
about intrusions and preparations for 
more massive intrusions thus landed on 
the minister’s table at a most inconveni¬ 
ent time. Here he was describing the dan¬ 
ger from Pakistan as a myth — and out 
tfierc in the boondocks was some lunatic 
Brigadier suggesting that, perhaps, the 
danger from Pakistan was at an all-time 


high. So, little Georgie-Porgie decided to 
give the obstreperous Brigadier the old 
bru.sh-off. No action was taken on the 
report, the Raksha Mantri having ensur¬ 
ed that anyone who held any views con¬ 
trary to his would receive the Vishnu 
Bhagwat treatment. 

It is not just that George has absorbed 
all that has been taught him by his social¬ 


ist international pals about the danger 
being from China, ail other threats being 
myths, it is also that George, notwith¬ 
standing Vajpayee having cut him out of 
the loop on Pokhran-II, wanted a slice of 
that publicity cake too. Which is what 
led to the floating of the national securi¬ 
ty doctnne that since we are now a 
Bomb power, the Pakis dare not play 
footsie with us. The Bngadier's report 
indicated that far from being impressed 
with our Bomb, the Pakis were so 
impressed with theirs that they had deci¬ 
ded the moment was ripe to launch yet 
another jehad. The infiltration in Kargil 
was the direct consequence of the Indian 


Bomb having enabled the Pakis to pull 
their Bomb out of *he basement, making 
the headcount of nuclear Tees Maar 
Khans on the subcontinent not one but 
two. Ideologically, however, and what¬ 
ever the facts on the ground, the country 
was burdened with a defence minister 
who believed, in his own dulcet words, 
that the Indian Bomb had “exploded" 


the danger from Pakistan, a danger 
which was. in any case, mythical not 
real' Reason No. 2 for ignoring inconve¬ 
nient Brigadiers. 

IT WAS IN December that the next act 
of the drama opened. The RSS held their 
annual convention in Nagpur and lam¬ 
basted Vajpayee. In quick succession, 
various fronts of the RSS joined the cho¬ 
rus. That was when Vajpayee called in 
his two house-boys from India Today — 
Prabhu Chawla and Swapan Dasgupta 
— and decided to listen to their advici 
Which was to do the opposite of what 
ever Nagpur demanded. Since 
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Ths Kargll conflict: the Inllltrntlon was 
the direct conseiiiience of the Indian 
Bomb having enabled the Pakis to pull 
their Bomb out of the basonmnt 

Fanchaianya. the RSS-BJP house jour¬ 
nal, was plaintively asking when we 
were going to take out the Pakis now that 
we had the Bomb, Vajpayee decided 
that the one way he could become his 
own man was by showing that he was 
for business with Pakistan. Just at this 
juncture, Nawaz Sharif threw out an off- 
the-cuff remark about Vajpayee being 
welcome to take the inaugural ride to 
Lahore, if he wished. Here, thought Vaj- 


Boorge Fomandoo: In August 1998, 
Information about Intrusions was In tho 
possession of tho govammont; why 
than did ho chooso to nagloct the danger? 

payee, was his opportunity of scoring 
the RSS and showing that he was someo- 
to be reckoned with. The rest, as they 


say, is history. Vajpayee got on the bus; 
Sharif stuffed him with kebabs; lulled, 
Man returned to Delhi, while Shanf 


took off to Kargil and other points north 
to tell his men that now was the 


moment to strike. 

Nothing, of course, was better suited 
to Georgie’s purpose. Filled with social¬ 
ist international bluster, our defence 
minister decided that if his PM wanted 


love with Pakistan, it was his duty as a 


patriot to suppress any unpleasant news 
from the front So, the warnings of 
J&K’s state intelligence were cast in the 
rubbish heap. Farooq Abdullah’s rheto 
ric was fed into the shredder. Even a 
BSF report about a captured militant 
Col, Shams of Al-Badr, having revealed 


what the Pakis were up to was sent into 


circulation. Intelligence from Gujjars 
and others wandering the frozen LoC 
were dumped at the very bottom of a doz¬ 
en in-trays. No intelligence assessment 
was sought on the eve of the PM’s "histo¬ 
ric" ji'urney to Pakistan. The tnp was the 
vindication of George’s ardent belief in 
the Bomb having "exploded" the "myth" 
of the "danger" to India from Pakistan. 
All might not be well. But he was going 
to make bloody sure all would seem to 
be well — and let national security go 


hang. 

It IS this that knocks out the first w 


As lor the second. Advani s attempt to 
pretend that he and Vajpayee are the 
Bhupathi and Paes of Indian politics has 
found no takers 


WHICH BRINGS IIS to the third W 
Washington George Fernandes, in his 
foreword, says Mankekar s book should 
be compulsory reading in all schools 
Quite a thought. Except that Mankekar 
stops where the war stopped. He docs 
not detail how the Americans discover- 
■- ed their best friends in India during that 
e war. It is when India is at war that Ameri- 
il ca sniffs out our Achilles heel. Soon 
d after endowing us with their bounty in 
is 1 %2, the Americans leaned on us (along 

IS with their poodle, our erstwhile imperial 
is masters) to send to the subcontinent the 
f- Duncan Sandys-Aveirel Harriman mis- 
ig siori that bullied us into talks with 
[o Pakistan. Much like Clinton taking a 
j- wholly unsolicited "personal interest" in 


our bilateral affairs and trying to 
wheedle an invitation out of us to visit 
the subcontinent. The objective is to 
make us talk and bring both of us to heel. 
The first is entirely unnecessary since 
we are both prepared to ulk — albeit on 
our terms, not Washington’s. 

The second objective is more insi¬ 
dious. A report in The Hindustan Times 
(22 July) from N.C. Menon. their 
Washington correspondent, tells of Clin¬ 
ton underlining to Congress that signing 
the (Tl'BT would have "constrain^ 
India and Pakistan. That is the US objec¬ 
tive; constrain us. Do we want to be con¬ 
strained? By our own good sense, yes. 
But not at someone else’s behest. Clin- 



Blll Clinton: IVe B \ 

cm maintain a Mfo 

rnddolllwrato 

detanont without I 

micloartosts."Ot .1 

couno.thoUScm. 

But cm wo? ■HB. 2!SHCE- 

ton gives the game away when he says, 
"We (that is, the US) have today a robust 
nuclear force." Uncle Sam sure has 
which is why he wants the CTBT. But 
do we have a robust nuclear force? 
Moreover, says, Clinton, "We can main¬ 
tain a safe and deliberate deterrent with¬ 
out nuclear tests " Of course, the US can. 
But can we"^ 

The US game is to inveigle us into 
signing a treaty that will confirm US 
dominance forever. They need India for 
that. The BJP was readying to sell us 
down the Potomac. The vote of 17 April | 
put an end to that. Washington knows a , 
return of the BJP to South Block will get 
them the CTBT signature they so ardent¬ 
ly desire The return of the Congress to 
South Block, on the other hand, will not 
get them a signature on the CTBT for 
nothing; they will have to engage in a 
process of negotiating a treaty for the i 
time-bound elimination of nuclear wea- 
pons if India under the Congress is to 
sign the CTBT. The BJP does not under¬ 
stand that it is not New Delhi that has 
won Washington, but Washington that , 
is winning New Delhi. Before the BJP ' 
commits as dangerous a diplomatic boo- 
boo as the ride they were taken on to 
Pakistan, they must be stopped from 
climbing again the crest of Raisina 
Hill. • 


BLNUDAV 1—7 August 1990 




F (»r a party that has been on both sides of the 'untou- 
chability fence’ for two decades, the fonnation of 
the National Democratic Alliance is indicative of a 
political turnaround. It is also an admission by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party that it needs to Idrge allian¬ 
ces in its pursuit of power. Alter five decades ot existence in 
various avatars, the political wing of the Rashtriya Sway amse- 
vak Sangh finally appears to have resolved the vexed issue of 
political untouchability. 

This trait exhibited by the majority of political parties has 
been a recurring factor in Indian politics and even the Bharati¬ 
ya Jana Sangh was not spared of it in the era when it played 
only a marginal role in Indian polity. The question of joining 
the SVD coalitions in several states in the late l%{)s had been 
widely debated within the party and getieraied great acrimo¬ 
ny. Even after the collapse of the SVD government, several 
sections within the Jana Sangh called for greater cohesion 
with other non-Congress parties However, the party steered 



Step Aside, 
Big Brother 

If the BJP wants to attract other parties, the RSS 


will have to take a back seat 


clear of alliances that were lorgcd because of electoial neces¬ 
sity, only to succumb in 1977 and agreed to the part> s inei gcr 
with the Janata Party. The BIP, caiscd out of the debris ol the 
Janata expenment, was unequivocal in its position that given 
the ‘precipitative role’ played by the dual membership' issue 
in the collapse of the Morarji Desai government, the BJP 
would maintain a distinct identity and sieci clear ol any iner 
gers in future. 

Throughout the majoi period of late 19g()s. when the BJP 
essentially remained a fringe party, it playeil a small yet signi¬ 
ficant role in cobbling together a front whose basic political 
thrust was anti-Congrcssism. At least on two occasions— m 
the early 1980s when Indira Gandhi was in power and during 
Rajiv Gandhi's tenure — there were attempts to form another 
‘mother of all anti-Congress’ party by merging various par¬ 
ties. While the initiative ol Charan Singh remained na.sccnt. 
V.P. Singh’s initiative took the shajx' of Janata Dal But, the 
BJP took a principled position against merger with the new 
party and instead opted to lorgc an elector.il 'understanding'. 
This policy was singularly responsible for the quantum [ump 
ol the BJP in the 1989 elections when the party registered its 
unprecedented 2-to-88 grow th in the Lok Sabha amid the spec¬ 
tacle of the 'Indian Right’ and the communists being part of 


the anti-C'ongrcss front 

'Ihe 198()s ended on a note of satislaction for the BJP. it had 
overcome its 'untouchable tag’ and besides .supporting acentr- 
isi coalition ot sorts at the C’cntie, it was part of a coalition 
government in Haryana. Spurred by the growing public dis¬ 
cord against the Rajiv Gandhi gov ernment, the BJP also shed 
some of its inhibitions of aligning with another rag-tag anti- 
Congress front The events in the late I98()s thus witnes.sed a 
dilution in the positions of both the non-BJP but anti- 
Congress parties and the FJJP. 

The Ayodbya issue that had started emerging as a central 
political agenda from 1986. when the locks of the disputed 
shrine were opened for Hindu devotees, was not considerevi 
significant by the non-BJP opposition parties m the run up to 
the 1989 polls. It however, became the main political agenda 
in the‘pre-Rajiv Gandhi assassination’ phase of the 1991 elec¬ 
tions. The BJP coined the phrase ol 'going it alone’ and 
sought to bask in the glory of being under spotlights on its own. 

Though the party won only additional 40 Lok Sabha seats 
and was nowhere near .securing a majority, the 1991 election 
was notable for the near nationwide spread that the BJP 
registered The party polled a total of 20.8 per cent of popular 
vole but more significantly, the BJP fielded candidates From 
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468 constituencies. This was nearly double the figure of Nl 
that the BJP fielded in 1989, while a part of the two-pronged 
alliance with the JD and the communists The results of the 
1991 election led to ihe coming of the phrase that the RJP was 
a ‘government in waiting’ and there was near unanimity in the 
media that the ‘victor came second’. 

M oic significant however, was the BJP's ‘splendid isola¬ 
tion' from other non-Congress parties which had, by 
then, realised the possibility of the BJP’s emergence as the 
only national alternative to the Congress. The events in the mi 
tiaJ years of Narasimha Rao’s tenure were marked by total iso¬ 
lation of the BJP from Opposition politics. On its part, the BJP 
also made little effort to find any allies and pursued aggres¬ 
sive programmes on issues ranging from Ayodhya to Kash¬ 
mir and Uniform Civil Code. 

The BJP's isolation grew following the demolition of the 
Babn Masjid and only a concerted effort by significant sec¬ 
tions within the Sangh Parivar enabled it to find allies on non¬ 
political issues like the Dunkel Draft. The success of Sangh 
Parivar affiliates like the Swadeshi Jagran Manch and the Bha¬ 
ratiya Mazdoor Sangh in drawing elements from outside the 
RSS fold corresponded with the unfolding of the Havala scan- 


K was not an impromptu overreaction off a 
war-weaiy generai that ied to Vajpayee’s 
(right) crowning by Advani. The parly’s 
hard iine had got too cioseiy identiffM 
with Advani and no diiution in the party’s 
ideoiogicai content was possibie under 
his ieadership 


dal and L K. Advani’s subsequent withdrawal from the leader¬ 
ship race within the BJP. Coming as it did barely few months 
before the 1996 election, the BJP failed to fine-tune its new 
‘liberal' facade and thereby had to fight the polls without any 
significant alliances it however, embarlyed on a major drive 
of forging new allies the moment it became clear that the 12th 
General Election was no longer avoidable. By the time the 
election was formally announced by the Election Commis¬ 
sion, it had managed to sew most of its alliances in various sta¬ 
tes. The few that remained were done well before the cam¬ 
paign picked up and de.spite the fact that Jayalalitha caused a 
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hiccup or two, it was the same alliance that cobbled together a 
coalititHi after being invited by the President to form the 
government. 

Elaborate though it is. a narration of the chain of events 
since the 1980s are particu,larly relevant as this is the period 
when some of the most decisive changes have taken place in 
Indian polity. For starters, the idea of an all-encompassing 
‘mother of all parlies' that rules both at the Centre and in the 
majority of states docs not appear as necessary as in the first 
four decades after Independence. Till the 19^s the USP of 
the Congress was the proverbial TINA factor: in other words, 
there was no other party with a base as representative as it had. 
Coupled with the failure of the Opposition to provide stable 
governments in the 1960s and the 1970s, this was singularly 
the most important reason for the success of the stability plank 
and nothing worked better in 1980 than Indira Gandhi’s slo¬ 
gan: Elect a Government that Works. 

The shift away from stable (read dominated by one authori¬ 
tarian leader) parties with an all-India base being the sole-clai¬ 
mants to power at the Centre began in effect from the early 
199()s with the phased disintegration of the Janata Dal. Till 
the time when Mes.srs V.P Singh & Co. formed the JD by 
incorporating disgruntled contemporary Congress leaders 
and the scattered vestiges of the Janata Party, there was an 
admission that to be a serious claimant to pt>wcr at the Centre, 
the party needed to be ‘another Congress’. But that changed as 
leaders left the JD periodically with each forming his own par¬ 
ty with a limited regional base. 

In many ways, the BJP questioned this by first refusing to 
merge with the new party and later chalking out an adventurist 
line during nocturnal meetings in the DCM Toyota LCV that 
redoubled as Advani’s home during his nationwide sojourn in 
1990. With the BJP’s growth unabated in the 1991 election it 
was evident that the TINA factor was no longer making voters 
schizophrenic. As a result when the Janata Pari var started brea¬ 
king down, faction leaders were not greatly perturbed at los¬ 
ing the tag of a ‘national leader' and were instead with the iden¬ 
tity of a ‘regional chieftain’. This was the beginning of the 
much-vaunted political federalism at the level of political par¬ 
ties The term khichdi sarkar suddenly found acceptability 
both in political circles and in the media as the inevitable coali- 
Uon era that could provide as .stable (policy-wise) a govern¬ 
ment as a one-party government could. Within a short span of 
lime it was no longer politically embarrassing for H.D. Deve 
Gowda to step directly into South Block from Karnataka or 
foi Inder Kumar Gujral to hop from IIC to Race Course Road. 
For that matter, it is no longer politically imprudent to consi¬ 
der Mulayam Singh Yadav as a potential PM, despite having 
■ barely a score with him inside Lok Sabha. True, that such inst¬ 
ances had been witnes.sed earlier during the tenures ol Charan 
Singh and Chandra Shekhar but both chapters had evoked 
moral indignation from the majority in the country. Stability 
thus need not only be measured by the government’s longevi¬ 
ty but can also be deduced by the consistency of various 
governments on the issue of economic liberalisation. 

T rue, that the BJP is no JD with just declining presence in sta¬ 
tes like Karnataka and Orissa. It also is no Sharad Pawar’s 
NCP or Laloo Yadav’s RJD with no claims of having even a 
marginal presence outside its area of strength. The BJP clear¬ 
ly has a more representative base and this was evident in the 
1998 election when the party showed evidence of striking 
roots spread throughout the length and breadth of the country. 



The party is no longer a clone of its earlier avatar that was 
restricted tojust Hindi-speaking states where it was also limit¬ 
ed primarily to urban centres with support primarily within 
the upper castes. However, it is equally tiue that the BJP is 
nowhere near being the Congress of yore. 

Despite rapid growth in areas that were considered to be out 
of the BJP's ambil for long, there are still yawning gaps in the 
party's base. In the initial years of its miuch to power, the BJP 
made a concerted bid to emerge as a party with a nation-wide 
support base. But in the intervening years, the BJP has done 
quite a turnaround both in terms of being more accommoda¬ 
tive towards other parties and also in admitting the limitations 
of the party support-base. With India on the threshold of ano¬ 
ther election, the BJP has, for the second time, forged another 
umbrella alliance that it is undoubtedly the ‘mother of all alli¬ 
ances’ today. The reasons for taking the lead in building such 
an alliance that has necessarily made the BJP compromise on 
key ideological and policy issues, stems from the realisation 
within the party on the changed nature of Indian polity. The 
developments also shall have a lasting impact on the political 
future of the nation, as it becomes incumbent on political part¬ 
ies to work with greater cohesion with each other. 

The BJP’s acceptance of the coalition theory, however, 
was preceded by a long period when it eschewed the idea of 
collaboration with other non-Congress parties. In ways more 
than one, this was a reaction to the manner in which centrist 
and left-of-Centre parties tried to isolate it in the build-up to 
the 1991 election. B ut, the BJP took its ‘government in the wai¬ 
ting’ image to heart and seriously-believed that the party had 








(he capacity to come to ptiwer on its own. This myth, 
however, was shatteied in the 1993 elections in several state 
assemblies, when Advam's image took a beating following 
Ins failure to win the ‘relercnduni on Ayodhya’ 

It was thus evident that the BJP's i.solationist policy would 
not take the party any further in its pursuit of power. But the 
problem was that the BJP was caught in a bind of abiding by 
Its hard-nosed postures to retain the support of neo converts 
;uid hard-liners alike. Moreover, by that time (he party’s hard 
line had got too closely identified with Advani and no dilution 
in the party’s ideological content was possible under his 
leadership. Innerparty contradictions also played a crucial 
role at this stage in preventing the ‘rcinvcnlion’ of Vajpayee 
and thereby prepare ground for attracting potential allies by 
softening the hard line. This suggests that it was not an 
impromptu ovcrreaction of a war-weary general that led to 
Vajpayee's crowning by Advani — as is widely projected 
wtthin the Sangh Parivar Rather, the decision was con.scious- 
ly taken with the intention of .softening the Hindutva line of 
the party, in an attempt to prepare the ground for diawing 
allies to its fold The decision has also to be seen as an admis¬ 
sion by the BJP leadership that it could not become ‘another 
Congress’ and instead it would be more politically prudent for 
it to head a ‘mother of all all iances’. 

The BJP’s emergence as one of the principal proponents of 
the coalition theory has not been without problems Ironically 
however, the greater numbers of them were from within the 
RSS fraternity. Even after the failure of the BJP to muster any 
additional allies during the party’s ill-conceived tenure in 


In the 1990s, the teiin khkhdi sarkar 
found acceptabilty.lt was no longer 
politically embairasdng for Deve Gowda 
to step directly into South Block from 
Karnataka or for I.K. Gpjral to hop from 
lie to Race Course Road 


1996, there was visible discomfort within the Sangh Parivar 
on attempts to forge a broad pre-election front. The discom¬ 
fort stemmed from the decision to align with several state- 
level parties who were .seen as the principal reason behind the 
BJP decision to dilute its ideological purity. Opposition to the 
alliance was however muted, as it also presented the chance of 
pitchlorking the BJP into power. 

T he real problems within the BJP started after Vajpayee 
assumed office and the RSS presumed that the govern¬ 
ment would function as an extension of the Nagpur secretari¬ 
at. From the time of government formation till the time Vaj¬ 
payee lost the vote of confidence in April, he was acutely ham¬ 
strung — be It on the question of choice of Cabinet colleagues 
or on policy issues like the insurance sector to foreign compa¬ 
nies. The crux of the problems between the Sangh and the 
government was that the cadre — and also certain sections of 
the RSS leadership — felt that though it was ‘their govern¬ 
ment’, It had done nothing to implement any of the original 
agenda of the Sangh Parivar. Vajpayee and his team sought 
cover under the argument of ‘compulsions of coalitjpn poli¬ 
tics' but it cut very little ice with the bulk of the Sangh Parivar. 
In time it even i.solated Advani from significant sections 
within the RSS, indicating that the RSS had not yet come to 
terms with the BJ P attempt to abandon attempts to become the 
‘next Congress’, 

By cementing the loo,se alliance after weeding out potential 
troublemakers, the BJP is now committed to the National 
Democratic Alliance. The commitment is necessary for the 
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BJP and this became first evident when the party took the lead 
in formulating the National Agenda for Governance. Later 
on, de.spiic reservation,s within the .Sangh Parivar, the govern¬ 
ment stuck to the paper de.spite its shallowness on issues regar¬ 
ding policy. The intention of the BJP-led coalition was 
unclear on several issues during its tenure But it was evident 
that this was a government that was clear about what not to do 
no Ayodhya, no Unilomi Civil Code, no dramatic amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution and above all no real tampering with 
the .social fabric 

Sharp utterances on key issues that had catapulted the BJP 
to its pre-eminent position — in other words, the real agenda 
of the RSS — were put on the backburncr by the government. 
Both the party and government were circumspect about rais¬ 
ing any i.ssuc that might have incensed its alliance partners. In 
fact, party leaders were prepared foi resentment from within 
its ranks, but they were unwilling to risk the political isolation 
once again. It is true that attacks on Christians emerged as one 
of the major chapters of social discord during Vajpayee's tenu¬ 
re. but this was localised and not allowed to snowball into a 
nationwide issue despite a concerted campaign by the publica¬ 
tions division of the Sangh Parivar. Even in its attack of 
Chnstians per se, the line of attack was shaped more with an 
eye on warding off the threat from Soma Gandhi (with her 
Christian heritage). 

There is little doubt that the more the NDA is strengthened 
— either on account of electoral compulsions or becau.se of 
the genuine pressure emerging out of the inner dynamics of 
the Sangh Parivar — its distance from the ideological agenda 
of the Sangh Parivar would widen. The NDA is in the process 
of emerging as a Right-Centrist alliance with a 'nationalist' 
(read hawkishjforeign and defence policy that conveniently 
nosedives into the economic package created by the process 
of globalisation Some concessions are likely to be made in 









the stK'ial sector tor electoral reasons and also because ol the 
need to cater to the vote bank of various alliance partners. The 
BJP has little choice but to continue putting the interests of its 
allies before its own Though finding it discomforting, the 
RSS leadership has little choice it either forces the BJP to 
change tack and risk losing whatever little share of power it 
has, or it accepts the situation as it is and hopes that at least 
some of its policies are implementedlby the government. It is 
indeed ironical thai despite providing the mainframe of the 
NDA, the RSS finds it.sclf penlously short of ideological 
endorsements. The RSS viewpoint these days is indeed guid¬ 
ed by the preference for the proverbial bird in hand 
The NDA is unlikely to survive an electoial setback at the 
hands of a single party (read Congress) though if another hary 
coalition succeeds it to power, the situation would be diffe¬ 
rent. The return of single-party governance would indicate the 
voters’ rc|ection of political federalism and would again push 
the BJP into proving that it had the capacity to become ‘ano¬ 
ther Congress’. That would necessarily mean a return to the 
RSS agenda with sivial strife being one of the recumng fac¬ 
tors. It is thus evident that the allies of the BJP can keep the 
best ‘check’ on the RSS agenda StKial harmony shall prevail 
only if the BJP is guided by the need hi assuage junior partners 
and the imperatives of governance. But the NDA also faces 
the dangers of disintegrating in the event of the BJP deciding 
to force conicniious issues as part of national consensus. That 
however would be primarily decided by the RSS and the 
nation would be spared many a hiccup if the monolith redefi¬ 
nes its goals at the earliest. Poised to enter its 75th anniversary 
year shortly, there could be no better time for the RSS than 
this. The future of the NDA hinges on how much elbow room 
It IS allowed. Clearly, Big Brother in Nagpur has to step 
aside. • 

NUanimn mukhopadhyrny/Nrnw DMil 

This article has also appeared in the latest issue of Sanvnar 
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Win some lose some 


A widower with seven children marr¬ 
ies (I widow with five children. Soon the 
two have a few more children of their 
own Each time the children are introdu¬ 
ced. the hassled parents explain: 'these 
are minethe father would point towar¬ 
ds the children from his previous wife, 
and ‘these are hers', pointing towards 
his wife and the children fiom her first 
hu.shand. The third group, comprising 
children out of their current marriage, 
would be introduced as 'these are our 
children ‘ 

S urendra Mohan, a diehard 
.s(Kialisl and member of the 
Janata Dal after the expul¬ 
sion of Ramakn.shna 
Hegde from the party, 
couldn't have described the Janata pari- 
var better. And probably what the party 
now needs is a tree diagram explaining 
which splinter group came from where. 

" Yehi to beauty hai socialism ki — na 


The Janata Dal splits. 
One group decides to 
merge with the Lok 
Shakti and Samata and 
join the NDA. But the 
BJP looks on cautiously 

khoon na khaniba Split bhi ho jaare 
hain aur merger bln (This is the beauty 
of scKialism —you split and merge with¬ 
out any bloodletting)," party president 
.Sharad Yadav had once laughed about 
one of tfic many JD splits. 

And tlcrirly, who would know better 
than him. 

La.st month, the party (or whatever lit¬ 
tle IS left of it) split yet again. This time 
the initiative came from unexpected 
quarters. Karnataka chief minister J.H 
Patel — known for his laid-back attitude 


— in a surprise move decided to be part 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Nation¬ 
al Democratic Alliance. The resistance 
came from fonner Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda, who has already made his 
intentions of going along with the Con¬ 
gress more than clear 

To avoid any further debate and dis¬ 
cussion, the ‘forces of social justice’ 
decided to part ways. And as the initial 
hysteria of a split and a merger settles 
down, there arc many ‘problem areas’ to 
contend with. 

As far as the BJP is concerned, this is 
just the tip of the iceberg. For defence 
minister George Fernandes and Union 
commerce minister Ramakrishna 
Hegde, this may have been a major coup 
but for the BJP this is the beginning of 
many problems 

C’oping with idiosyncratic allies in 
the previous government was not too 
easy for the BJP the last time. Now to 
ally with the Janata Dal in a state prepar¬ 
ing tor two elections — Assembly and 
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POLITICS 


parliamentary — seems like the BJP 
will have its plate full. Besides, the state 
unit of the BJP has been fighting the JD 
in Karnataka. "Obviously, attacldng the 
JD has been the main plank for the BJP 
and an alliance with the former takes 
that away," says Congress spokespeison 
B.K. Chandrashekhar. 

However, the Patel-led Janata Dal is 
more optimistic. "This will all settle 
down," .says C. Byre Gowda, agriculture 
minister and state JD president. "We 
have entrusted Hegdeji to work on the.se 



ChaiMbra Shtkhsr: liwing problnns with 
tht alliance 

minor problems. Besides, the JD and the 
Lok Shakti are emotionally and ideologi¬ 
cally one — we will have no problem in 
seat adjustment,” he adds 

The BJP might gam at the state level 
since people like Byre Gowda, Wage 
Gowda and Bacche Gowda arc still very 
strong in their constituencies. It might 
help the tally move up by a few seats. 
But there is a lot ot discontent building 
up within the BJP rank and file 
"Though veiled protests can be hcaid. 
the worker at the grass-rinits level is not 
comfortable being an ally to a worthless 
party they’ve been critici.smg lor so 
long," says a BJP leader. 

The situation is not any different Ibi 
the Congress While at the central level 
alliances are being forged and Deve 
Gowda’s frequent trips to 10 Janpath are 
no secret, there is a lot of anger amongst 
parly workers for even ‘considering’ an 
alliance with the Deve Gowda-led JD 
The state unit of the Congre.ss is not in 
favour of an alliance with the Gowda 
faction. 


Moreover, the biggest problem that 
both parties arc likely to face is whom to 
project as the next chief minister. There 
are too many contenders—from Hegde 
to B.S. Yediyurappa within the NDA— 
with prominent names like Ananth 
Kumar and Patel in the middle. Simi¬ 
larly, the Congress is faced by the same 
dilemma. 

A s with all splits and mergers, a pro¬ 
blem of leadership in the state has 
inevitably led to disputes of leadership 
at the Centre. 

The BJP says it would have welcom¬ 
ed the meiger of Janata Dal into the Lok 
Shakti/NDA, even into the BJP, had 
things been done democratically, not sur¬ 
reptitiously. But according to the central 
BJP. George-Peniandes never discus,sed 
the rnerger/alliance idea either with L K. 
Advaiii or A.B. Vajpayee He Just went 
ahead on Ins own. 

Similarly, Hegde didn’t bother to take 
this up with BJP president Kushabhau 
Thakre. In fact, the commerce minister 
adimtted as much when he went to meet 
Thakre, that it was their fault that the 
BJP had been taken by surprise. They 
were sorry, but there was no time to dis¬ 
cuss this. 

There are two v lews about these devc- 



Femanitos with Sharad Yadav: burying tha | 

lopments in the BJP. One section of the 
party believes that the current disaffec¬ 
tion between the NDA and the BJP and 
the suspicions about the NDA’s motives 
in trying to ‘.strengthen its ally base’ is a 
temporaiy phenomenon. Things are in a 
flux and there is natural fnction between 
two sets of leaders having to make space 
for each other. 

But there is another section in the BJP 
which believes that it has been tiiken lor 
a ride by the NDA and that this repics- 
eiits the first step in a conspiracy to ‘c.ap- 
ture’ the BJP-led goveniment which 
will be installed after the elections. 

First, the problem ol leadership in 
Karnataka. Will the BJP support Hegde 


Thefiijitfifftiieoccupatiwi 

T here were peanuts: heaps and chief," explains C. Narayana 

heaps of peanut ^ells while mure Swamy, general secretary of the state 

were being sold. Boiled or roasted, unit. According to Narayana 

every person on the street bad his Swamy, most Deve Gowda loyii.sts 

mouth full. The chaiwala had no had entored due office before 9 am on 

time to look around as there were just a Sunday moitdng and when they got 

too many people to serve. And for wind of das odwr group’s plan, they 
dtosewhq had no time for food, there rushed to the main gate and got it 

were tak^way orders for the fastest locked. "Only a side entrance was 

food in town; baiumas. 0 {»n fw peo^ to come in and ouL" 

And all this was not for the latest he adds. 
DavidDhawanreleasebutforapuhti- C. ByreGowda. the new statepre- 
cal event to lake place shortly. sident of the Patel-led Janata Dal in 

The two factions of the recently Karnataka, along with three other 

split Janata Dal in Karnataka had a Cabinet imnisters and some 20'-odd 

property dis{Hite to settle before it supporters stomped towards the JD 

got on with politics. And in a clash hea^uaiters at Race Course Road, 

that followed, they could give the What foUowed was a hand-to-haind 

best Govirida stanw a run fm its • ftght between the two sides. 

ByreGowda tmd his supporters hi¬ 
ed to push open the side tp 

the biding-white Deve Gowda's 
sui^poiiers stood firmly agi^ t^' 
gs^. "Bip Gowda |Wt his 
t^ck inside to pu^ us back'' iwt't 


money. 

The Deve Gowda-led JD had 
already plcmked itself inside the ID 
headquarters at Bangitoe. "You 
know, we had a hunch that the other 
f|u:tion would be up to mat mis- 
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as CM? Off the record, BJP sources say 
this will depend on who has the larger 
number of seats. Which means that until 
' .seat-sharing ratios are worked out, on 
the ground the merger will still be 
incomplete. 

In the last Assembly elections, the 
BJP contested the bulk of the seats and 
Hegdc was given very few seats to fight. 
Now Hegde’s bargaining power will 
increase, especially if the JD’s symbol is 
frozen and Dal candidates who have a 
chance of winning have to contest on a 
Lx)k Shakti ticket. 

But clearly, all the problems are only 
in Karnataka. In no other state are there 
any significant merger pangs coming in 
the way of the smooth functioning of the 
Janata Dal and the BJP 

However, there are many in the BJP 
who feel that they have now been .saddl¬ 
ed with a liability which will haunt them 


till the end of their days. The Janata Dal 
IS full of individualistic politicians who 
have, .several times in the past, attacked 
the BJP bitterly. Now space will have to 
be made for all these people. 

T ake Sharad Yadav. Till January last 
year, Yadav was saying that his only 
aim in life was to defeat the BJP at any 
cost. Even now, he is not saying that he 
endorses the NDA-BJP’s political line. 
Instead, his defence for jumping ship is: 
"Jah dhara hi nahin hai to vichardhara 
ki kya hoat karni {When there is no par¬ 
ty, why talk of ideology)." 

Also ih the NDA now is I.K Gujral, 
who had been a willing and able parly to 
the vilification of the BJP for its handl¬ 
ing of the Kargil war. Gujral had also 
wnticn to the fYirne Minister asking him 
to sack Fernandes for "temperamental 
unsuitability” not even a month ago. 


How can anybody in the NDA-BJP alli¬ 
ance forget those charges? 

Things must be as uncomfortable for 
the ex-Janata Dal members who are now 
in the NDA. If Chandra Shekhar didn't 
go along with the NDA and vole for the 
BJP, It was because "I could not oblitera¬ 
te from my mind the fact that if 1 voted 
for the BJP Jin the no-confidence 
motionj 1 would be voting for the very 
people who danced and hugged each 
other with joy when the Babri Ma.sjid 
was demolished", he told friends soon 
after the vote which the Vajpayee 
government lost by a majority of one. 

It is difficult to live down the political 
fact that no matter what they may call it, 
Messrs Gujral, Yadav, Paswan, etc., are 
now in the company of those who 
brought down the Babri Masjid. 

The defence that the erstwhile Janata 
Dal is trotting out is that it will stick to 



The resistance 
to the merger 
move came 
from 

H.D. Deve 
Gowda, who 
has already 
made his 
intentions of 
going along 
with the 
Congress more 
than clear 


caagM hold of it and part of it brolcc 
itt meicafine,'* nawfttes a youth wor¬ 
ker Vi^freat pdde. 

” tii|$ was he^msmtt H$ best and in 
ditos Byre Gowda’s mm got alJe- 
fo^twist^. Finally, when those 
. failed against the 100-odd 

inside the building, tihey w^- 
ed{^ay in a buff to stage a dhama 
onteide ]>eye Gowda’s residence, 
t ...^thtjisnodiiagnewiadKpoliti- 
‘ ^ Mstoiy of die Janata Dal. Physical 

«asa^ raid attacks are just mild 
waysofj^ratesting. 

and R,V. 


Deshp^de (now widi flie Congress), 
were attacked outside the Vidhana 
Soudha the day Deve Gowda was 
elected leader of the JD legislattfie 
party. On another occasion, Hegtie’s 
house in Sadashivnagar was pelted 
with stones. And more recently, 
home minister P.G.R. Scindhia was 
beaten up with chappaU at a Dal (Ott- 
vmioB at the National CdUege 
grounds in Bangalore, 

Not surprising in a state obsessed 
with pers(»ditie$, • 


the agenda of the coalition, not the agen¬ 
da of the BJP. This depends on how you 
look at It How much of its own promi- 
.ses will the BJP succeed in insinuating 
into the NDA’s common agenda"^ It is 
hard to say 

What can safely be said however, is 
that these are routine problems of any 
merger. What remains to be seen is if the 
BJP will be able to cope with a party 
notorious for splits and switching .sides, 
And these are not problems of a pre- 
electoral package It is the post-election 
adjustment that could mean troubled 
times ahead for the BJP and the NDA. • 
Amtfm wWi Ptfym 

Migal/NmwIMlil 
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For cricket’s sake 


The betting issue should be settled once and for all 


T he betting scandal in Pakistan ente¬ 
red its second phase with the 
country's Ehtesah (accountability) 
Bureau ordering the framing of charges 
against eight players and the ad hoc Paki¬ 
stan Cricket Board suspending captam 
Wasim Akram, Ija/. Ahmed and Salmi 
Malik if and until they are exonerated 
In Pakistan, politics and lies have 
become a part ol the national fabric In 
the .sporting arena, they could shake 


WMlm Akram: facing stiff opposition 

cricket to its rwts. Imagine eight ol the 
regular national players being ousted 
from the squad. 

Akram has already engaged a lawyer 
to tackle the problem even as he tries to 
gamer support from the country's mam 
Opposition, the Pakistan People’s Party 
But he's being just as careful as PPP 
leader Benazir Bhutto — also charged 
with financial irregularities by the same 


bureau — in not returning to Pakistan 
fiom fngland until his lawyer tests the 
waters with a High Court petition again¬ 
st his suspension from the team. 

Other players of the squad have all 
met the ad hoc PCB chief to plead their 
respective cases and have been duly 
informed almut a new code of conduct 
foi the players. 

And all this despite the fact that the 
bureau investigation, presented late last 


year, had been rejected by tlic PCB The 
Justice Oayyuiii committee had been set 
up thereafter. This committee has not 
presented its report and is not likely to 
do so until September at least, because 
the players have been asked to present 
their cases in mid-August. 

The move to dissolve the PCB, set up 
an ad hoc committee and endorse the 
accountability bureau report came in 


quick succession, pointing to a political 
move in the making. They have thus 
accepted at face value the accusations of 
former players Aarnii Sohail, Rashid 
Latif and Ataur Rahman. Sohail, 
however, .says he is prepared to substanti¬ 
ate his claim that accused players have 
assets far aboxe their known sources of 
income. 

From the Indian point of view, the 
court proceedings will be interesting. In 
a regulai court ca.se, it is more than likely 
that the genesis and development of the 
betting racket will unfold in great detail 

It’s already known that Pakistanis had 
been betting, principally through an Indi¬ 
an bookie, for almost a decade now. If 
the last days of Asil Iqbal's captaincy 
are investigated, a lot of life could be 
shed on the scandal that probably began 
with the India-Pakistan Test match tn 
Calcutta 

More important, however, will be 
details of Indian players' involvement in 
betting -- especially a senior cricketer 
and a more sprightly one And Manoj 
Prabhakar's stand could yet be vindicat¬ 
ed in the process. 

An aniateuri.sh thought process in a 
professional set-up will naturally lead to 
complications Cnckcl has become an 
ideal belting sport and certainly the most 
popular after hoi sc racing A line has U' 
be drawn between a playei and his rela¬ 
tives In Paki.stan. betting is illegal (in 
India, lictting m cricket certainly is) 
otherwise one could not have faulted a 
player’s brothei placing a sizeable 
amount on his sibling's side losing to 
minnows like Bangladesh m the World 
Cup 

It is clear that either Aamir vSohail or 
Wasim Akram is lying. But one is not so 
certain that either assertion could be pro¬ 
ved beyond reasonable doubt. While it 
would be in the best interest of the sport 
that the accused, if not guilty, .should be 
punished and similar proceedings initiat¬ 
ed in India on the basis of allegations if 
and when they are publicly aired, a stale¬ 
mate will serve neither the players nor 
the game. 

A draw is certainly not the best 
result. • 

Ar^Smn/Cmleuttm 
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The female 
protagonists in Hindi 
films come into their 


S anlokh Ben Jacleja may nol 
have wanted it, but she has 
become a national figure 
The conlrovcisial film 
Godmother, inspired by the 
life of this illiterate uisiie- 
lurncd-powerful mafia don, hit the jack¬ 
pot when it won six national awards. 
The plot traces the evolution of a simple 
woman who after the death ot her hus¬ 
band has to deal with his criminal empi¬ 
re and gradually becomes the undisput¬ 
ed leader ot the gang 

"for the first time in Hindi movies, 
the film portrays a woman character 
with grey .shades who yet emerges as the 
ultimate hero," says Shabana A/mi, 
who plays the lead. All those who had a 
role to play in the making of the lilm arc 
quite passionate about the issues that 
have been addressed in it. C’o-produccr 
Mala fJoenka ol flrarnco films lell lor 
the script alter leading it just once. "The 
script was strong and powerful As a 
woman I lelt that the story had to be told. 
Director Viiiay Shnkla was taken m by 
the unusual theme. "Women have not 
been given their dues [in films, so I'arJ, 
There is an inherent drama and dynam¬ 
ism III then struggle and rise to powci." 

Looks like the winds of change are 
blowing ovei mainsticam Hindi cinema, 
f'specially, in the last couple of yeais, 
increasingly lilni inakeis have made 
serious attempts to delve into the 
hitherto iinmivigated leccsses ol the 
wom.in's consciousness In llooutr 
( lumrod Ki Moo Jaya Bachchan turns 
lo sell-inliospec non in tiying to lelale to 


own 













\eT dead revolutionary son. In the yet- I 
:o-be-releascd Mother '98, Rekha plays ■ 
ihe glamorous mum, dressed in designer 
» duds and completely unperturbed about 
being Ignorant about the identity of her 
teenage daughter’s father. Dushman has 
the woman protagonist avenging the 
death of her twin sister by bringing her 
lapist to book. Darmiyaan portrays an 
ageing actress’ struggle. On one hand 
she must cope with her fading popula- 
nty. on the other, there is the suffering 
associated with bringing up her enunch 
offspring. In Mrityiuiand, a rabble- 
rousing Madhuri Dixit shatters the 
(avounte myth propagated by Hindi 
movies — the hcioinc who swears by 
his pall panimeshwar — by snapping at 
lici chauvinistic husband; "Turn mere 
poll ho. panmeshwar sanuiihnc ki ^alu 
mat karna. (You’re my husband. Don’t 
► make the mistake of supposing that 
you’re my lord and master as well)." 

.Says Shabaiui. "In a global dialogue, 
women are negotiating lor more space 
111 all arenas ol life, be it politics, deve¬ 
lopment or arts Women arc demanding 
that Ihcir voices be included in finding 
solution to problems. This metamorpho¬ 
sis is slowly trickling down to our Hindi 
cinema " Observes film maker Shyam 
Benegal. "With more woirien becoming 
economically independent and hence 
.issertive, there is a rising sentiment in 
V or .society about their rights This is 
being rellecled m our mainstream cine¬ 
ma a little more than it did in the past." 

, I’he latter hall of the Nineties has seen 
an increasing dominance of the 40-plus 
brigade of actiesscs in films. Often they 
are playing the protagonists in Hindi 
lilms with womcn-oriented themes. Bet¬ 
ter still, they are being offered meaty 
loles — more meaninglul ones — more 
suited t>) their age Says Kiron Kher, 
who played ageing star Zeenat Begum 
III Darnuvacin "Earlier, at 40, an actress 
would be iclegatcd to playing her seve¬ 
ral relationships --that of the .shapeless, 
evcr-sacriTicing mother, submissive 
wife or a suffering sister. She would 
cease 10 exist as an individual. So, this is 
indeed a fonunate period in Hindi cine- 


MILESTONES 

Some memorable women-oriented films of all times 

DUNSYA NA MANE: Called Unexpected in English, this 1937 film by V. 
Shantaram really lived up to its name by catching the audience and the film 
industry unawares with its bold and unusual theme. The small-town 
firebrand woman protagonist, played by actress Shanta Apte. not only 
refuses her aged husband his conjugal rights but ultimately forces him to 
treat her like his other offsprings. The repentant husband, in his dying 
note, begs for her forgiveness and asks her to remarry instead of spending 
the rest of her life as a widow. 

MOTHER INDIA: This 1957 classic by Mehboob Khan is still considered 
an epitome of Indian motherhood. It’s a saga depicting the struggle ol a 
mother— who loses her husband—to raise her kids smglehandedly and 
her ability to change her destiny along with that of others ai ound her. Her 
grit and sense of justice overrides her maternal feelings, when she shoots 
her son who tries to abduct a young girl. 


SAHEB Bl SIAUR OMULAM: 
This Guru Dutt film documents the 
life of a woman, the lady of an 
aristocratic conservative 
household, desperate to find love. 
Her husband is an alcoholic and a 
womaniser. She is attracted 
towards a small-time employee in 
the household. The passionate 
creature dies an tgnomin ious death 
and is buried under the floor of the 


BHUMIKA:This 1977 film by 
Shyam Benegal has Smita Patil as a SAHEB BIB! AllR GHUIAHI 

talented and ambitious film actress who through her several tumultous 
relationships with men tries to discover herself. 

ARTH;This 1983 film, directed by Mahesh Bhatt, has Shabana Azmi 
playing the devoted wife whose husband leaves her for the other woman. 
The film then revolves around her struggle in establishing her self-worth 
and living life on her own terms. In a bold departure from conventional 
themes, the heroine not only refuses to accept her repentant husband, but 
shuns other emotional anchors in her life. 
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FILMS 


W hen Godmo¬ 

ther, Shabana 
Azmi's latest 
opus, swept the national 
film awards announced 
last week, the buzz that 


NO SHOW 

Godmother sweeps the national film 


Godmother was scree¬ 
ned at the International 
Film Festival in Hyder- 
bad in January this year: 
it opened the Shabana 
Azmi retrospective, orga- 


has been surrounding the awovds. But when does One Qctto See it? 

unu.sual delay in the o s’s 25 years in films. The 

public release has since 


announcement rose to a 
crescendo. Six major 
awards for a film which 
has not only not been 
released, but which has 
been slopired, seemingly 
indefinitely, by a court 
injunction from being 
released. A film steeped, 
right Ironi its making, in 
controversy which 
doesn’t kxik as if it would 
wind down in a hurry. 

The announcement of the 
national film awards 
have never been free 
from friction, but this 
time the outcry has surpri¬ 
sed even the most conten¬ 
tious film critics. There 
has been all sorts of specu¬ 
lation during the la.st 
couple of months. Back 
in May, when things start 
seriously gearing up for 
the awards, we heard that 
the jury hadn't even been 
constituted; a little later, 
it was that the informa¬ 
tion and broadcasting 
ministry was dragging its 
feet; llnally, it was that 
the films had come in, 
and then no one bothered 
to ask because the conflict in 
Kargil was taking up all the atten¬ 
tion. 

At the picss conlercncc to announ¬ 
ce the awarils, Piyush Mankad, the 
I&B secretaiy (he was transferred 
last week to financei who sat alongsi¬ 
de minister Framed Mahajan and 
fielded most of the questions, said 
that the delay was of no significance 
because the horrid heal of the Delhi 
summei had caused the proceedings 
to slow down a little. 

The weather may have cooled off 
now, but the news about 
(iodnutiher's wins raised the tempe¬ 
rature considerably The film, direct¬ 
ed by Vinav Shtikla, an old friend of 



GODMOTHER 

Shabana's from the Pune Film Insti¬ 
tute days, revolves ai'ound the life 
and times of a remarkable woman 
from the Meer community of Guja¬ 
rat. These arc people who are primari¬ 
ly farmers but who’vc had to leave 
their increasingly untillable lands 
and go into town to seek an uncertain 
livelihood. The film is based on the 
real-life character of Sanlokh Ben, 
who is reported to htivc put behind 
the di.sadvantagcs of being a woman 
and an unlettered one at that, to rise 
in the murky world of politics with 
the active help of criminal elements, 
to become a powci centre in her own 
right. 


been stalled because San- 
tokh Ben felt that the film 
‘misrqpresented’ her life, 
and that events have been 
twisted to suit the story. 
Shabana Azmi, who 
plays her, had visited her 
a couple of months ago to 
.see whether .she would 
change her mind. 
Clearly, Santokh Ben 
remained unmoved, and 
the film stayed in the cans. 

When information and 
broadcasting minister 
Pramod Mahajan wa.s ask¬ 
ed how he would deal 
with the awkward situa¬ 
tion thus created (the 
award-vyinning films 
have to be screened 
publicly soon after the 
announcement, coincid¬ 
ing with the high-profile 
award ceremony which is 
pre,sided by the Presi¬ 
dent), he replied airily, 
"We'll see." 

Long-time media 
watchers feel that the 
awards (apart from bagg¬ 
ing the one for best 
actress, the film’s won 
the best lyricist award for Javed 
Akhtar, the best music director 
award for Vishal Bharadwaj, best edi¬ 
ting award for Renu Saluja, best male 
playback singer for Sajeev Abhyan- 
kar, and has been adjudged the best 
film in Hindi) will be used to prise it 
out of the hole it’s presently in. Lob¬ 
bying is no longer an ugly word 
when it comes to awards. 

There’s also the thorny issue of 
violence The Censor Board has 
stiiiigeiu guidelines on the u.se of 
excessive violence, which it seems to 
apply fairly arbitrarily: it seems to 
have closed its eyes comprehensive¬ 
ly against Godmother's excessively 
violent content. Those of us who saw 
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i '!tc film ill ihe Hyderabad festival 
.'ere left with a sense of resulsion 
.-Minsi the overdo>e of gratuitous 
’'l<K)d-lctt»ng. which swamped eve- 
i> thing else, including Azmi’s fairly 
. I edible performance. 

After (he film's festival screening. 
ie actres.s had countered the cntic- 
iii al^t hei character — she 
'iu)ke.s Cigarettes like a man, she 
losses her tegs like a man. and she 
IS no compunction about using the 
iin, also presumbaly like a man — 
y saying that Rambhi Ben (her 
ime in the film) is not like a man. 
^ tie is a character who uses her streng- 
^(is ti» empower herself, and other 
omen. She is, said Azmi, Ihe ultima- 
feminist. • 


ma where Shabana, Jaya and Kimn can 
.still find challenging central role.s." 

Even within the restricted parameters 
of formula films, roles played by wom¬ 
en characters are undergoing a gradual 
metamorphosis. As Shabana .says, "In 
contemporary movies, heroines arc 
more assertive of their rights, choices 
and more importantly, her sexuality, 
which was earlier taboo as she had to be 
projected as an epitome of purity." Wom¬ 
en in mainstream Hindi films loo arc 
slowly becoming more real, flcsh- 
and-hlood characters. The ambitious 
Juhi Chawla in Yes Boss, who wants to 
make it big in showbiz, doesn’t mind tel¬ 
ling the middle-class Mick- 
on-the-rnake .Shah Rukh Khan whom 
she is altiacted to that she cannot marry 
him since she has always dreamt of big 
money. “Da kuinroi insaan ek kamyaab 
zindagi nnhi hwui sokie. (Two weakl¬ 
ings cannot make a success of life)" 
The widowed inothei played by Farida 
Jalal in Kitrh Kurh Hota H((i goes to a 

heroine snap> 

dl htH’ 

t'ltaih inistie 
hi'shasid. ’’Dorri 
ltht‘ 

fiMsSakf 'tf 

sapposiDj.*; 

iii^'kard 

ami ti/dMei 
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suiiimci camp with her granddaiiglitci 
and has a bari'cl ol tun instead o( mou¬ 
thing. "Aoi Itimiunc fiilaji ziiidii hot/’ 
to... (H only youi father had been ali\c 
today etc)." Kansma Kapoot -.s |ea)- 
oils of Madhuii Disil who the hero (on 
whom Karisnia dotes) loves in Di' To 
0ARM1YAAN 



PagdI Hai. And she tells him so "She 
may not venture as far as Julia Roberts 
and emulate her war-is-fair-in-lovc 
credo in My Best Friend's Wedding, but 
for a heroine to say that ‘I am not happy 
for you’ or ‘I’m jealous’ in Hindi 
movies, is revolutionary." says Dincsh 
Raheja, tdi lor of Movie magazine. 

However, the moot question seems to 
be whcthci womcn-orienlcd films sell in 
our country Goenka remains confident 
about the commercial success of 
Godmother. "1’he criterion for a film to 
succeed is to tell a story diamalically. 
which we have done " Othcrwi.se, with 
the exception ol Fire which succeeded 
in setting the box-oflicc on lire, the per- 
forniance of other rcccni releases with 
women-oriented themes can at best be 
termed in fllmi parlance as ‘lair’. .Says 
Raheja. "Barring a few exceptions, most 
of these films still remain an urban or eli¬ 
tist phenomena. They receive critical 
acclaim but fail to register their presence 
at the Ikix office " Saa: had to be firemie- 
red on STAR Plus as it failed to find dis 
tribulois. Agrees Tanuja Chandra, 
maker of Kajol starrer Dushmun. "For 
get the audience, even the distributors 
were unwilling to touch this film with¬ 
out a saleable male star Which is why 
we had to rope in Sanjay l.futt for the 
movie " 

Shabana, however, has a diflerent 
experience to share While watching 
Efliatl’s Arth. she recalls, the male audi¬ 
ence lustily cheered the w'oman prolaga 
msi in the end when she refused to 
accept her husband who had earlici Icit 
hei for another woman "In fact. Ihe dis¬ 
tributors kept insisting that if the 
moMc's end was not chang'ed, it was 
bound to sink Howes cr, fKith the diiec- 
lors and I stuck to our guns and Arlfi was 
a huge commercial hit " Incidentally, 
she adds, the same fate was not shared 
by Vinixl Pandc's Yeh Nazdikivon -—a 
movie with a similiar theme but a differ¬ 
ent end which was also released 
around the same time 

Bhati, howesei, has the last woid. 
"Wehdsc noi yet done aw'ay with our stc- j 
reolypcs of the leading man, who conli- j 
nues to rellcct out aspirations rather than ' 
our reality And with regard to women, 
well, we arc yet to scratch the surface of 
their layered complex characters. As our 
cinema approaches its centenary, one 
can only hope for a matunty that will 
ensure a more varied range of characters 
in our films — a cinematic celebration 
of complexities." • 
KmatalWmOa/BoaOmy 
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They’ll 

ALWAYS 
SURPRISE 
US ^ 


When a curvaceous 
ex-veejay, known mainly 
for her singing talents, 
tells you. Oh, yeah, 
singing is fine but now 
I’ve got offers to direct 
music videos, your first 
reaction is disbelief, 
right? Come on. After a 
long time-out on the 
sidelines of fame, AnaMa 
told an incredulous 
journo of her future plans, 
"fve worked with 
Colossus and Sanjay 
Gupta for Oova OoVa, 
Glen and Ankush on 
Raghupati...and 
Hakoona Mattata and ail 
these are great names. 
These guys have liked my 
ideas and today I've some 
offers to direct videos." 
She isn’t the only 
explorer around. SonaA 
Bendre (right), the other 



slim-waisted adventurer, this time from Planet 
Bollywood, is moving south to charm Tamil viewers 
away from their buxom heroines. She has signed up for 
a film called KadhalarManam. A friendly advice: flesh 
out, lady. 


Too BAD, BUT IT’S TRUE 

Attention actresses: if you’ve got it. cling to it Otherwise, rivals—especially ones with vigilant moms—can slip in where you 

should've been. Anatomy of a disappointment 



• Claims she has also 
done a few story and 
costume sittings. But 
poor markets kept the 
project on hold. Then fate 
intervened: tight 
schedules kept her busy 
and the whole thing 
slipped from her mind 



noble cause—to 

get her daughter a serious ^ 

role 

• There's very little 
Manisha could have done 
about the whole thing. So 
she accepted it 

Karisnui 


It started with Stqram 
BMMfal, celebrated 
director, choosing 

Karisma Kapeor instead of 
M a a i i h a KoMa for his 

film Zuheida. How it 
went wrong for the 
Nepalese beauty? 

Manisha's point of view 

• Says Benegal had 
contacted her last year for 
the film iuid she had 
instantly agreed 




• Says that though there 
was nothing in writing, 
her personal commitment 
was total... till the 
enthusiasm faded 

How Karisma came in 



• Her mother BaMta 
(Kapoor) got wind of the 
whole thing. Of course, 
no one’s saying anything 
definite, but apparently, 
Karisma’s mom worked 
hard at reviving the 
project. And all for a 
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a dress snn 
some of the in 
bare-mtdriffed. 

It's the late Nineties, 
man, haute fashion 
is fi.i^h fusion. At her 
Autumn Winter 
1999/2000 h.-sute 
couture show in 
Paris on 17 July, 
desifjiier RITU 8FRI 
had French style 
merchants in 
entranced thrall. One 
of them. 

Francois Lesage. 
was so utterly 
charmed that he 
described the whole 
affair as fabulous. presenting her creations 

Lesage, at whose workshop Beri had trained five years ago, says. "I advised her to 
stay true to being Indian. Her clothes are to dream about, and we all need to dream." As to how much 
a potential dreamer would have to pay, Beri is noncommittal, she says she has left that to someone 
else. It s Lesage, once again, who spells it out. "lln India| it probably costs 45 times less than it 
does here; people don't get the same salaries." 





I HE CONTRAST REVEALS 

Most of US forget it. but what we do and how we act shows our 
mental development 


ITS ALL ABOUT STYLE 

In the iconic realms where the rich and famous tread 
^tyle is probably the ultimate yardstick. At its 
first annual Black and White Elle Style Awards, 1999, 
Elle, the popular style and fashion magazine, provided 
us with a list of the country’s twelve most stylish, 
•^riguring on it were: Daler Mehndi, Prannoy Roy, 
Miiind Soman, Zakir Hussain, Shabana Azmi, Vijay 
Mallya, Ajay Jadeja, Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol. 

The Elle Style Icon, the award for the most stylish 
person in India, went to supermodel Madhu Saim 


APfTYA'GETDRUNi'' 
PANSCHOLf 
0: cupation: Actor 
Favourite pastime; 
Ramming into police 
patrols at 3.30 am 
Dct,ii!s. Returning home 
in his Land Cruiser, 
Pan.scholi crashed into 
two policemen, 
abandoned his van a little 
distance ahead and ran, 
but was caught 


NANA‘PATRIOTIC 
PATEKAR 
Occupation: Actor 
Favourite pasttiuc. Fling 
With martyrdom, ishaiing 
the burden ol the icm uiia 
Details- The actor went off to 
Kdigil to join the jrm niiv 
"Doesn’t make any sense 
in just visiting them," he 
told a friend "One must 
go there and share their 
physical burden" 














NEWS 



‘^n 'Ht BLOC r Maniata Bdiic'ilet vMt/i A/il Pcin/a ill ifit nilh 


V \ si i' ■ \ f. ’> t 

Back to the people 

Memuita Banerjee kicks off 'her election campaign 


E \a\ thi nioii'st'on iln//k c<niUI nol chiuptii ilii spi 

til Dll ■’I luK piott'-stops wcit comiiit’m Imiii itll 
patis ol C alLitlld inio F spl.tiiacli' F asl when Fiiii.t 
imil ( otiLic ss Itailci Vlaiii.tta B.iiu't|cc was lo 
.iddii ss alalK Hv ihi altcmooii ttallii. hadcotm to 
.1 siaitdsiill Maiiiaia s supporicis lunl taken thaipe ol the 
loatls Buses tiid \ans weic scunvint' lowards the \tiutc ol 
iIk i.iHn (.aiiNins; slo!..in shoulitii’suppoiteisdtapcdintiin') 
lout I iiiiatiiitl llaes 1 Ik mectmp was otpantsed lo pa> homa 
>'(. lotlu 11 V outh C oiimess woikeis who were kiMed in poli- 
ss I It me on itu saint tl.i\ in I Wt Anti FJaneiiee utilised the 
ottision to kitk oil hei tainpaign foi the 19^9 gcntial 
tlttlions 

\tltlitssing an inipiessnt gathciing Mamata made two 
iinpoitant annoiiiKcments The Inst one toiKcined Timamul 
I indiiiates who weit to bt lielded in the loithtoming parha 
nuntaiN tlttlions AnnouiKine the list Manvita intioduted 
iheniiotht masses Shealstidttlaredthat thistimt too.lhelii 
naniul Coneiess would suppoit an Atal Behan Vaipavcc led 
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goscrnmtniaitheC'cnirt i1 ilistlttiedaftci the pari lamenta 
IV polls 

The tiowtl went intoiaptuics when she declared that iinhkt 
last timt lit I paiiv MFs will |Oin the C.ibinet to seive the 
people til West Bengal Last tune in spiteot icnuiningoutsi 
de the tnneinmtnt we wtit abk to nnpleinent part of the 
Bencal Fatk.igt But this time, wt will join the Vaipayee led 
Cabinet m implemt iit the complete package promised to us,' 
said Fianeijee 

Marnata also took pride in the tact that her party was the 
Inst one in the couiiit) to announce the names ol candidates 
lot the lorthcoming elections She said that while selecting 
the candii'atcs hei part> cnsuied that all sections of the socie 
tv weie well repieserited in Parliament ' We saw to it that 
mnioiitics DBCs, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes I 
got tickets lo contest the polls Moreover, we aie also fielding 
eminent piolessionals and haidcncd politicians km wn foi 
then anti Left stand to take on the Lett and the C ongiess in 
West Bengal thundered Mamata amidst chcei s 
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Indeed, apan from politicians, the Trinamul Congress list 
this time features a number of new faces. For instance, Tarun 
Roy, former director of customs, -S.M Murshed, the former 
state PWD secretary and adviser to J&K Governor, Nitish 
Sengupta, fonner member of Planning Commission and 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, a well-known gynaecologist, feature 
in the list. 

Among politicians, it was the Congress veterdn Suniti Chat- 
toraj who added a dash of drama. Chattoraj till recent times 
ha.s been the general secretary of the Congress legislature par¬ 
ty in the Assembly. Apart from them, there tire Jayanta Bhat- 
tacharya (former Congress MP), Nat war Bagdi (former 
CPI- M legislator), Ananda Mohan Biswas dormer state mini¬ 
ster), Nur-uz-Zaman (leader of a Muslim Ixague faction), 
Amjad Ali (former Congress Rajya Sabha MP), Gauri Ghosh 
(chairperson of Midnapore municipality) and others who will 
contest under the I’rinamul banner for the first time. 

Apart from the new faces, sitting MPs like Mamata Baner- 
jee, Bikram Sarkar, Ajit Panja. Krishna Bo.se, Ranp.t Kumar 
Panja and Akbar Ali Kliondakararc in the fray However, Bik- 
ram ,Sarkar is the only one who has been shifted from Howrah 
to Mathurapur in South 24-Parganas "Quality and back¬ 
ground were taken into consideration before the list was finali¬ 
sed by the working committee. In fact, Mamata discussed the 
list with Pnine Minister Vajpayee last month and only then 
did .she decide to make it public," di.sclosed Gautam Basu, Tn- 
namul vice-president and observer for Birbhum district. 


AJIT PANJA’S PARTY LINE 


Party Fand: “For a fledgling party like ours, it’s realfy tougti 


to contest two polls within a year. However, since many of 


us in the party are professionals, we are contributing from 
our own pockets to raise funds for the polls' 


Election MuHesto: “Apartfrom the full implementation.cd 
the Bengal Package, we want primary education and heaWt 
system to be revived in the s&te, We wifi also stress on 
tuning up the district administration. We would demand 
increasing the number of district magistrates so that one' 
could concentrate on taw and order, the second could look 
Into polls and voters’ list and thetiiird could concentrate 
on developmental activities. 

We will tetl the people to vote for us and send us to the 
government and we in return would guarantee more 
employmant, improved edwtetion and health services and 
better tew-and-order situatton’ 


IWilWftly PoiitiBa: ‘in Vhe last t3 months of Vmee 
'government, there hasn't been asingle communal riot. 
That is a no mean achievement Today, the minorities have 
realised that a B JP'led government is no longer a threat to 
the community. In our stete, we expect a complete swing of 
the minority vmes from the Congr^ to the Trinamul' 

The CiMtlteit. That is for itertete, if we vftn the - 
electioite. And this time, we woulditeftatoiy veant portfi^ 
that would benefit the people of the state. My 14-year5 
experience as a minister has convinced me that you can do 
wonders for the people even white heading a low-profile 
ministry* • 



It wa.i the Birbhum coup engineered by Trinamul on the 
eve of the rally that hit the West Bengal Pradesh Congre.ss 
Committee (WBPCCi hard. In a suilden move, .Suniii Chatto- 
raj, a PCC legislator and general secretary of the CLP. crossed 
over to the Trinamul camp Both PCC president A B.A. 
Ghani Khan Chowdhury and working president Priya Ranjan 
Das Munshi expressed anguish over the mannei in which 
Chattoraj switched allegiances without informing the party 
leadership. 

Meanwhile, the Trinamul C^mgress is organising a party 
meeting on 2 August to chalk mil the .strategy ot the election 
campaign “Many of our candidates aic new to polittcs. so this 
will be a workshop to tram oiii candidates on how to face the 
fieople during the campaign," said slate party chairman and 
MP Ajit Panja 

This time, the Lett Front is determined to stop Mamata 



THREE IS COMPANY: (from left) TMC state president Saniay 
Bakshi, Mamata Banerjee, and senior BJP leader Vishnu 
Kant Shastri 

Banerjee. Recently, CPI(M) state secretary and Politburo 
member Ami Biswas said that the Marxists would ensure her 
defeat in the coming polls. "This shows the desperation m the 
Left camp. This is nothing but wishful thinking,"claimsPanja. 

In response to Biswas's statement, Mamata has challenged 
West Bengal chief mirnstci Jyoti Basu to contest against her 
from the South Calcutta constituency — which has returned 
Mamata to Parliament on three consecutive occasions. 

Behind the scenes, posters and festoon factories are busy 
churning out Trinamul's election material. The candidates are 
learning their scripts and the party workers are waiting to hit 
the trail with Mamata’s bree/y election campaign to be flagg¬ 
ed off on 15 August, the day the Trinamul Congress will 
release its election manifesto. • 

Arlndmm SMkmr/CMeuttm 






ANDHRA PRADESH 

Stop that! 

The EC clamps down on Naidu'spopulist 
schemes after announcing simultaneous 
polls in the state 

T he Congress is hitting at him from all directions. But this 
was probably the unkindest cut of all. On 10 July, the 
Election Commission (EC) announced simultaneous 
elections to fhe Lok Sabha and the Andhra Pradesh Assembly 
in September, Eive days later, it asked chief minister N. 
Chandiababu Naidd io-pul a halt to three of his most important 
welfare programmes-^ Janmabhoomi, Adama andDeepam. 

Adama involved distribution of modem tool-kits to logal 
arti.sans in an effort to upgrade then skills; Deepam involved 
distnbution of 10 lakh gas connections to rural women to try 
and reduce the use firewood; and Janmabhoomi involved all 
of rural AP and encompassed almost.all ol’ Naidu’s electoral 
ambitions. Ironically, the complaint about these ‘populist 
measures' was made by ex-MP and former Telugu Desam Par¬ 
ty (TDP) big boy in Delhi P I Ipendra, who has now crossed 


over to the Congress. 

Understandably, Naidu is incensed. He has a.sked the EC to 
reconsider its decision. At the time oi going to press, a meet¬ 
ing had been scheduled at Nirvachan Sadan to settle the mat¬ 
ter. From all indications, this is a battle Naidu might jmt win. 
Certainly, it is a battle Naidu cannot afford to lose. 

If ‘electronic governance' is Chandrababu Naidu’s pet 
obsession, Janmabhoomi is his electoral backbone. Es.sential- 
ly rural, it is a reasonably novel self-help programme where 
the government builds and pays for public works like roads, 
schools and water-retention systems— i/the local beneficiar¬ 
ies pool in 10-15 per cent of the cost and are responsible for its 
maintenance. The idea is to make the public feel responsible 
for its own welfare instead of being completely dependent on 
government dole. 

Naidu IS fuming because, by all accounts, after ten rounds 
and a few hundred crores, the programme had finally wor¬ 
ked And he hopes that while his IT-enthusiast image will 
appeal to the urban voter, Janmabhoomi will rope in the rural 
ones. To be fair to Naidu, he has a case. For one, Janmablicxi- 
mi is an ongoing progiamrne, not a recent announcement. 
And so IS Adama As Naidu says, "Janmabhoomi was launch¬ 
ed in 1997 and allocations for its components were made in 
three successive budgets. Adama too was started m 1997-9X." 
(The chief minister has taken some liberties there because 
Adama came into operation in 1998-99). 

Naidu also argues that if these are to be stopped on the eve 


Thin red line 

The ruling Frcmt battles itself md 

the Opposition to wm three crucial 

municipalities in West Bengal 

, . • , . ' > , 

f ertile this is time during the 22-year rale of 

dte Left Front m yfftM Bengal that almost all members 
of the CPKMJ suite risovtuiat, iitcludiog some Politburo 
' members, hud to hei&vrib«ed in civic body elections. 

^ . In the recent (Sections to the DutnDum and South Dum 
municipalitiei, the ‘electjon maohintay' 

y itKluded PoUttHiroineitlba'J^'im Bose, ministtar of titfor- 
^ > taarion . imd pK^ice secretariat 

tnemb«' Binoy Konar, housing miiuster Giuitam 
ounister of municipal affairs Ai^ke Bbrntachsaya, envi¬ 
ronment and tourism minister Manab Mukherjee and state 
secretary Anil Bisw^. Qtt^ mifdster Jyoti Basu, too, 
tihowed invest in these otumcipall^Us. 

Both Bie municipttlirifis bdtmg u> fhe Dura Dura parlia¬ 
mentary constituency which became famous as a CH(M) 
^stronghold till theylost it to the BJPihthe 1998 Lok Sabha 
elections. TTie Bff candidate won wfth a margin of 
1.37,000 votes. The dPI(M) cannM afford to bse it agran 
. in the UA Sabha polls scheduled to be held on 1 October 
this year, That's why, the tVinamul Congress, the Con- 
gtess and the BJP sup^xKters aJkge (hat k wiuited to ensure 
its victory by hook ra’ crook itt most of die wards of the 
Soudi Dum Dum and Dum Dura ratraicipiyities. 

The CPKMFled South CHun Dum muoic^ality increas¬ 


ed the nuiid>^ of wards from 25 to 35, adding CP1(MF 
domhuited panchayat areas to the weaker municipal 
wards. The South Dum Dum municipal authority realloca¬ 
ted areas of the wards considering the CPKM) vote-banks, 
ignoring the suggestions and opinions of the councillors of 
t^'Opp^tion. All this the CPI(M) did very methodically 
afto' losing (he Dum Dum seat in the last Lok Sabha polls, 
the BJP alleged. 

Moreover, there was a war of attrition between rival 
camps in the party—one led by transport minister Subhas 
Chakrabenty and the otheu by the Ntsrth 24-Parganas dis- 













MASS APPEAL?: Chantinihahu Nuidu reaclvitf> out lo rural 
votcts 


ol elcciions, so ■-hoiilct other long-standinp centrally- 
sponsored programmes "1 only want it) say that several cen¬ 
tral schemes such as the IRDP (Integrated Rural Develop¬ 
ment Programme) and the PMRY (Prime Mimsier's Rozgai 


Yojana) also entail Hnancial assistance in cash or kind. I’d 
like to ask the commission if they are also being stopped. 
Moreover, states like Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh provi¬ 
de subsidised power to the farmers. What about those subsidy 
schemes?” 

But the Deepam scheme was launched on 9 July, a day 
before the polls were announced. It made sen.se to inform the 
EC about it and seek its penmssion. Instead, the TDP govern¬ 
ment chose to ignore the commission altogether and CEC 
M.S. Gill doesn't take kindly to being ignored. 

Chandrababu Naidu also asked for trouble with the pro¬ 
motion and transfer of 1 senior police officials the day, 
were announced. Home minister Madhav Reddy argue,^ tllSt 
the Departmental Promotion Committee (DPC) cleared the 
promotions on 28 June, the chief minister okayedid^m on 29 
June, and it was a mere coincidence that the transfer orders 
were given on 10 July. But the Prade.sh C/)ngiess president. 
Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy, claims the orders were pre-dated 
"to post amenable police officers where the TDP is weak". 

In a way, the EC's announcement has caught Chandrababu 
Naidu on the back foot. Assembly elections were not due in 
Andhra Pradesh till Decerrtber and the TDP leader had been 
banking on being in powertill October—the 'deadline' to put 
his p)ct sy.stcms in place • 

Suttm Rani/HydmnOmd 


Irirt committee secretary Amitava Basu — which might 
have been one of the reasons for the setback in the last parli¬ 
amentary polls. The district committee charged Chakrabor- 
ty and his followers with working against the party’s inter¬ 
est and the state secretariat expelled some activi,sts close to 
him before the civic polls. A show-cau.se notice was .serv¬ 
ed on the leader himself. 

The expelled cadres contested the civic polls fomiing a 
new organisation with ‘two leaves’ as their election sym¬ 
bol. Even the Forward Bloc, a Left Front partner, contest- 



Trinmu! Congress .chifi^ Mamata Bmaj&i sufTpotted.: 
Uieex|»U6d<?I(M)caa^^leslifeeSiqitBo8e,{uia»K9cia^ ' 
te of ChakrabcKtya^ a coundllor of the South Diun Dum 
municipality. 

Thou^!heCPl(M)managedainajoiityind!tbeiniini- 
diptdit»H>-«-'ScaitbCtom Dui^ Dima Dum andMatoshhda 
{S<Mdh 24-Patganas distrka)— whore polls ytoe l«Sd Oft 
is July, Two leaves’ a good chunk of seels in 
IHim ^tp. But (he Cn(M) won in M^eshtataand iwoct-. 
ed the Dum Dum municipality from the Marxist Ginimun- 
ist Party of India <MCPI) led by SurUtir Bhattacharya Urn 
latter had broken away from the CP1<M) in the 
mid-Eighties. 

In the end, ftte expelfed faction of die CP1(M} proved to 
be its main rival. Even during campaigning, warnings 
were issued to some p«ty cadres that Aey would face 
consequmices for anti'paty activities. 

Ac<»«ding to sources, MaauUa Baneijee took the iaida- 
tivetogctSttjlftBoseelectedwidevcntoprojecthimaspn)- 
speedve chairman of the South Dum Dum iiwini<npaiity< 
Oiakmborty’ s associates apprehoul that he may he suspen¬ 
ded in die near future for his 'tacit support’. Par^ han^- . 
ners wlm have a m^rity both in the state secretariat i 
aad Htt Pt^ithuro — s^ as Bitnan Bose, Niiea (%odi, ^ 
and idnay Konar do ncft favour his pragn^c rnproach . 
which, on the otho' hand, is rqwrtedty supported by die , 
ctiief minister hiraseif. 

But moee dian patty squabbles, local peopkefoel thatthe 
poQs erqxned the ‘cori^mt’ whbin lbe<CPI^i)-ftded ' 
civic bodies more cleariy. Some party ntmtdwis alto fern 
that if itcannotgetridoftfaeclHu^ afcsereinMmuid 
nepotism, evoi after expdlting the <&skltoi». lhe01(M) 
ctHrMbeheai^fortrodlile. • 
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BIHAR 


iphft F. Kennedy Jr*5 tragic death was 
mt turned into a spectacle 

f he.;pest}on on a BBC buUetin. uptiating us on the day 
ibikitR Kennedy’s body was recovered from tbe ocean, 
I .Wi^ iiignificant He was the closest thing that Americans 
^ ^''.^tfiiifeToyaky, so wha*’ s the tnoodof the nation? Is it somc- 
Ifte what happened in England after Princess Diana 

^ ^^l^iltocftter who'd been staked out at Hyannisport 
IfanMip^'^y.was quick to disagree. The charismatic 
jKaiweajisxr^^'^^e been ‘like royalty’, but they were 
with a solid dentocnttic core. The 
^^',<Ainen^Bits w«lf uncharacteristically intros- 

K^jjdcdvelucfOd: lfl^r'iopre.sented the last link with a hap- 
, jii^, aRfiar eia. Bul'lttenc iwas no outpouring of national 
it was Di's death: it wa.s a quieter 
ffloumi*^, *” . : 

, ;. ThddMddy^nl of John EJ^nedy Jr’s plane into the 
di^ walen.otf me ocean, just alittft^ay offhis sprawling 
.BiR%'«0iteia' iMttlha's Vineyardiiljli^b killed him and 



WtlPSMHEAVW:JFKJran{lwipCarolyn Bessette 
tii« passengers —-his wife and hff sister—has been keep¬ 
ing the networks busy arotmd the clock. 

We've been getting vignettes of his life (his photo- 
fnpht.as a toddler with his father, the original IPK, which 
acquired immechate poignancy: his teenage years and ear- 
.. ly adulthood in whidi he managed not to live up to the 
, '^l^acy of being wild and feckless like his uncle and cou- 
; Bins; and bis Manhattan lifestyle, uhich involved commut- 
ilig on his tradetnu'k bicycle, and being the publisher of a 
saiferical political magazine, remaining steadfast on his 
‘ itaad ntd to join politics) interspert^ wiHt images the 
; the plane's wreckage out of die sea. and the 

imaerdi^ fuaend where membmorbothfmnilies scatte- 
led ^ ashes with TV cameras mmntaining a decent 
dialance. > 

He may have lived his life imder the constant, demand- 
iiiqfgaaeof the media, but his death wasn't tufned.into acir- 
otuC'ant^epitqphforamuiwhowoutdnotbeking. • ' 


Trouble trip 

Yashwant Sinha \s visit to Ranchi sparks 
off a controversy 


T here is still some way to go before elections, but a visit 
by Union finance minister Yashwant Sinha has already 
caused a controversy in the Jharkhand region. Sinha had 
been invited to the Abdul Razzaque Ansari Hospital, of the 
Apollo group, at Irba in Ranchi district, by Manzur Ahmad 
Ansari. M. A. Ansan is the chairman of the hospital that is nam¬ 
ed after his late father (a veteran Congress leader and founder 
of the Weavers Association of Bihar). And he is also the gene¬ 
ral secretary of the regional Congress committee. 

The occasion highlighted the plight of the Congress in this 
tribal region of south Bihar. Senior Congressmen here took 
the opportunity to register their protest against the way the par¬ 
ty high command had ignored the Jharkhand belt while taking 
vital decisions pertaining to Bihar, and to cosy up to the Bhara¬ 
tiya Janata Party (BJP) leader. 

During his houi-long stopover at the hospital on his way 
back to Delhi from Hazaribagh, Sinha lent a patient car to the 
employees, He also met Congressmen led by Ansan and party 
veteran Satyadeo Narain Tewary, who is the principal advi.scr 
to the president ot the regional Congress committee, Sushila 
Kerketta. 

This fuelled trouble in the BJP ranks with local MP Ramla- 
hal Choudhary, who heads an anti-Sinha lobby m south Bihar, 
choosing to stay away Choudhary then raised the matter with 
a section of the party high command. The national general 
secretary ol the BJP, K.N. Govmdacharya, was appnsed of 
the development during a pre-poll meeting at Ranchi. Chou¬ 
dhary is said to have condemned the finance minister's visit to 
the hospital and demanded "disciplinary action" against him 
Other local BJP leaders belonging to the Choudhary camp 
also expressed their displeasure over Sinha’s hobnobbing 
with Congressmen 

Meanwhile, the regional leadership of the Congress has 
chosen to downplay the event in an attempt to prevent further 
trouble. According to sources, the regional Congress commit¬ 
tee fears that any action against Ansari or Tewary could lead 
to a split in the local unit. So, Ansan has been allowed to wield 
considerable influence over deciding on candidates for the for¬ 
thcoming polls. 

M. A. Ansan told Sunday that while he had refused to cont¬ 
est the elections, he would ensure that the party high com¬ 
mand would not field "undeserving candidates" in the Jhark¬ 
hand region. After the sudden demi.se of Cyan Ranjan, former 
Rajya Sabha member, Ansari has been desperate to fill the 
void in Congress 's Jharkhand politics. And now, he’s despera¬ 
te to play a role in the ongoing power play between former 
Union home minister SubodhKantSahay and senior Congress¬ 
man Roshan Lai Bhatiya. Ansari has decided to back Bhati- 
ya's play despite the fact that he is out on bail in connection 
with the murder of a Christian priest, Father Martin Tete. 

Plagued by infighting and bereft of leadership, the Congi es¬ 
s's challenge in the tribal belt of South Bihar seems to have 
ended long before the first ballot has been cast. • 

O.e. Shanm/HmneU 
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ARIES _ 

(21 March-20 April) 

I t will now be easier to take 
dramatic strides forward 
without attracting undue 
attention to your plans. 
Stealth and secrecy is 
essential to the success of 
your schemes. Don’t spill 
the beans even to people you 
are close to. Your best work 
will be done unobtru,sively 
behind the scenes. 


TAURUS _ 

(21 April-20 May) 

T his should be a less 
demanding week both at 
work and at home. Routine 
chores will take up less of 
your time and energy, 
allowing you to pursue 
activities of special interest. 
Secrets hopes and dreams 
that you are slowly but 
steadily moving forward to 
can come that much closer to 
realization. 

GEMINI _ 

121 May-20 June) 

S ocial gatherings may 
have to attended out of 
sheer duty, but they are 
likely to ^ rather tense. You 
will be in the mocxl to spread 
your wings and fly, but can 
be prevented from being 
free. Family members can 
contract serious ailments, so 
that special treatment or 
nursing is required. 


LEO 


(21 Jul\-20 August) 

M arital problems will not 
go away simply by 
sweeping them under the 
carpet. Some serious talking 
may be required to find 
solutions to difficulties that 
are spoiling the relationship. 
Visiting places of 
entertainment can be 
enjoyable. Introspection will 
allow you to see what you 
are heading for. 


LIBRA 


(2! Septemher-20 October) 

T here are some miscreants 
at work, trying to 
.sabotage your plans and 
ideas. Your natural reaction 
may be to rule them out and 
cany on regardless. But this 
would simply store up 
trouble for yourself later. 

Try to find a compromise 
that would accommodate 
both your needs and those of 
loved ones. 



SAGITTARIUS 


(2! November-20 December) 

T his is a good period for 
getting the home into 
better shape. Redecorating 
will give the place a 
welcome new look. You will 
now probably be 
clear-sighted enqpgh to 
commit to long-term 
contracts. Medical checkups 
will put ypuf mind at rest. 
Your financial resources 
will be in a healthier state. 

CAPRICORN 


(2! December 20 January) 

W ork and act by instinct 
rather than attempting 
to think things out 
step-by-step You will 
probably only be chasing 
yout own tail if you try to 
rationalize your current 
position. Emotional 
pu>blems can seem totally 
unsol vable but spontaneous 
actions or statements can 
produce just the right effect. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Januury-20 February) 

I t is vital to look before you 
leap. Impulsive moves or 
decisions can land you 
knee-deep in trouble. Do not 
take an overly independent 
stance in partnership affairs. 
Discuss with loved ones 
before taking the plunge. 
You may have to make 
repeated visits to superiors 
to drive the nail home. 


CANCER 

(21 June-20 July) 

i t can be to your advantage 
to keep influential people 
guessing. It is certainly a bad 
idea to press them for 
. immediate answers. 

Patience will pay dividends. 
Try to make instant 
decisions to gain from new 
financial opportunities 
before others beat you to it. 


VIRGO 


(21 August-20 September) 

I t’s not a time for side 
stepping issues. You must 
be more prepared to fight for 
your rights, even though this 
may stir up the kind of 
disturbance you most want 
to avoid. People will walk all 
over you if you encourage 
them to do so. 


SCORPIO 


(2i October 20Snvemher) 

P eople will be quick to see 
just where your heart 
lies, and what your true 
intentions are. Quieter 
conditions should allow you 
to ease up and let events 
follow theii own course for 
the time being. You may 
develop a renewed interest 
in books and study. 


PISCES 


(21 February-20 March) 

W nters may receive 
welcome news from 
publishers. Manuscripts are 
likely to be accepted for 
publication. It seems that 
influential people some 
di.stance away are working 
with your best interests at 
heart. Good news can come 
by letter or phone. 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


Price of 
friendship 

■ Power minister 
Rangarajan Kumara- 
mangalam has barely recove¬ 
red from his problems over 
the purchase of equipment 
for BHEL, when another 
controversy threatens to 
loom up. 

This concerns the Khem- 
kas, th^ owners of the now 


HEARD ATSHASTRI BHAVAN 

HytlwrMMMlortlMtNIi. 

A BUREAUCRAT ABOUT HOW THE PRIME 
-MIMIBTER, INFORMATION MINISTER 
PRAMOD MUmiMit AND ISPAT CHIEF 
PRA*^ MIHAL WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN 
SEHINGTHE DIRECT-TO-HOME (DTH) 
SYSTEM INTRODUCED 



Millennium bug 

■ Beware of 2{K«). The 
United States has 
assessed India's Y2K readi¬ 
ness and reached the conclu¬ 
sion that 30 to 40 per cent of 
the Indian industry is not 
Y2K compliant and what is 
more, is appearing to do noth¬ 
ing about it. 

In a warning, apparently 
unclassified, posted on the 
Internet, the state depart- 


Kumaniiiiaiigalaiii: 
conteovMVial ctoaranc* 

defunct airline, NEPC, 
which closed down due to 
financial unviability. The 
Madras-based Khemkas and 
Kumaramangalam are very 
gcxKl friends and helped 
each other out on numerous 
occasions. 

Now the Khemkas, deep 
in the red, have sought their 
friend’s help in a related mat¬ 
ter. Apparently, some piece 
of machinery, which costs 
up to Rs 1(X) crore, was lying 
idle with them. It could be 
used for power generation. 
Could Kumaramangalam 
help in its purchase—by the 
National Hydel Power Cor¬ 
poration (NHPC) for 
instance? 

Apparently, Kumara¬ 
mangalam has okayed this 
purcha.se. Whether NHPC 
has any use for this equip¬ 
ment is not known. But it’s 
going ahead and buying it 
and paying the Khemkas Rs 
100 crore. 

Now that’s what you call 
friend.ship! 


C H E C K - L I S T 


Global trade liberalisation and the 
United States 

■ Thank Qod: The messy dispute over the 
director-generalship of the WTO has been resolved The 
Kiwi trade unionist turned politician, Mike Moore, and the 
erudite aristocratic Thai candidate, Supachai Panitchpakdi 
will share the tenure with Supachai getting the plum latter 
half The crisis was largely of the US's making which 
favoured Moore but wouldn't say so openly 


■ But: For a nation committed to transparent world 
trade, the US tailed miserably in its leadership of the WTO 
China offered to become a member but its terms were 
rejected because the US thought it could weai China down 
It kept blaming Japan tor slowing down trade talks because 
Japan allegedly had forest and industrial oressures on it 
And the US kept saying it wanted talks to move much 
faster than the seven-year long Uruguay round but 
deadlines didn't matter when it came to issues concerning 
Its interests. 


■ Ami now? APEC countries have fixed 2020 as the 
year by which there will be a total liberalisation of the 
Pacific region. Even the South Asian community believes it 
will be able to offer free trade by 2020. 

But in the US Congress, Bill Clinton’s trade department 
can’t get its act together. 


■ So all tMs: Makes you wonder about the US's 
commitment to free global trade at all. 


ineiit says that though India 
ha.s a huge infotech base, 
many crucial industries are 
unaware about the glitches 
Y2K non-readiness could 
cau.se in the system. 

It cites the state electricity 
boards, .shipping firms, etc., 
as the biggest offenders. 

With 30 to 40 per cent of 
the industrial sector yet to 
address the problem, the first 
week of the new millennium 
could turn out to be pretty 
chaotic for India. 


Different taste 

B The Kothan brothers 
have split The two 
brothers. Vikram and Dcc- 
pak, who owned Pan Parag 
The pan masala which 
owns a big market sha.c in 
that commodity, is now 
going to be .split two ways. 
Pan and Parag The patnarch 
of the lamily, their father, 
has decided to side with the 
younger brother, Deepak. 



VUdwii Kotliarl: spllttliig up 

However, it is Vikram 
who has the formula of the 
pan masala. So the rumour 
mill is buzzing wildly about 
how the quality ol’ the pan 
masala will be affected. C)ee- 
pak has kept with him the 
mineral water 'Yes’ and is 
going to intensify its 
marketing. 

But the moncy-spuiner is 
the pan masala. .So users of 
Pan Parag should watch out. 
It is going to taste different 
now. • 
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RANDOM NOTES 


leMttnctt 

B One thing you have to 
say for Pramod Maha- 
jan. He’s never at a loss for 
\v<wds. 

At the National Films 
Awards octemony, Mahajan 
delivered the key ncHe 
address but was found — 
uncharacteristically for him 
—- stumbling over some 
words in his speech. He was 
asked why. "Mein Ronum 
lipi mein Hindi padhne ka 
audi tuihin boon (I’m not 
used to reading Hindi in the 
Roman script)," was his 
reply. Obviously the referen¬ 
ce was lost on no one. 


All the 

|Mreslileiit’siii«ii 

Here is another piece 
of infortnation about 
Sonia Gandhi’s proximity to 
various Congressmen. On 
her desk is a daily schedule 



of ail those yirho hipr. So 
it Says: ‘10 am — Bairam 
Jhakhar’;' U, — Rajesb 

Pilot’, etc. When 
Singh's name is mentioned, 
the .sdtedide says: '3 


HEARD IN BOMBAY 


Q: Why is Shwttd callMf Sharad? 
A: Bacausa ha is what ha does. 

A SHIV SENA WORKER ON SHARAD PAWAR'S 
CAPACITY FOR POLITICAL CHARADE 


Strang# politics 

A .section of the PCC 
rai leadership in West 
Bengid desperately want Sid- 
dhai^a Shankar Ray to win 
the elections this time. Ray is 
contesting from Calcutta 
North-West constituency. 
For the state Congressmen, 
Ray’s victory would give a 
great boost to the dilapidated 
party. 

TTie real story, howevw, 
lies elsewhere. Apparently, 
some PCC loaders are ups« 
about the rnaonp' in which 
they are being treated by Pra- 
nab Mukheijee. And they 


C H E C K - L I S T 


Tin Janata Dal: the states where it 
doesn’t exiM anymore 

■ IdnH Nadu: Thera was nevsr a Janata Oal of any 
consequenca in the state. Mthere were leaders. Now they 
have an joined the BJP. 


■ Oitelia: The Janata Dal had a rtrong prince in dte 
state o(»hme. It is nowM^ out. 


feel mat the only way Midtr 
he^’s domination over ^ 
WB{^ could be checked is 
by ensuring Ray’s viettny in 
t^ forthcoming padiarnenm- 
lyeiectitMts. 

No wonder, evt»y night. 
y(Hi see hrffides of senioi(, 
PCC leaders visiting Ray’s 
residence to convey 
suppeet and good widn^-td 
him. Indeed, pofittqyniite 
strange bed-fellows. a. 



N KuahiwIn Led by Mufti Mohammed Sayeed the 
Janata Oal represented all those who were moderates but 
were d^nchanted by Farooq Abdullah. That movement is 
Unshed afler the major chunk of the Janata Qal went to the 
BJP. 


■ INNU’P md—I k Origbdty, one of the states where 
theduteteltelwasborn. Subsecitiently, ItsuHeredsdmany 


Vad^ thtg tt is now a non-party in power poggos. 


0R«the Janata Dd was so strmHi in hw 


htdttehaifatet. But after the deate cd Chihiwbtni Patel It 
loSta lot of ground. Tfwciirrem split has brdten ite back. 


year back, many of these 
leadms had openly criticised 
Ray and even said diat a 
ticke* to Ray would wily 
damage the party's image. 


Ckrae encoimter 

■ It’s not ofttffl that P.R, 
Kumaramangedam 
lets anyone else have die last 
word, but just this once, 
Kam^ Nadi beat him to it. 

The two were sitting in a 
tdevision studio, waiting few 
a TV recordiog and predicta¬ 
bly the conversatimo turned 
to the Lok Sabba p<dls. Bach 
insisted that hk puty would, 
ftwm the next govemmmiL 
And scoffed at the c^er fiqr 
day-dreamiog. 

Wait and $ee, .swid Ranga 
smugly. And &en adited 
’’YrRi don’t chan^ ytm 
leader after the dbedohs." 

*At^ you don’t change 
your party after the elee- 
tioBS," retorted Nath. • 


























DELHI DIARY 


■ th%d hM 'iAm i^s 
loTiSAtigust? 
Apconsog to mf^med 
Kwnnes, this yettf, ina depar* 
liwe ftom past practice, the 
Vrime Minima's Red Port 
Rhsech is gotng to be an 


HEARD IN THE AIC’C 

Th« only intollfgonc* firtiuro the 
country will have to suffer is in 
our party—Aijun Singh. 

AN ANTI-ARJUN SINGH WORKER 



extempore tm. Atal Behari 
Vi^payee will upeak in Hindi 
and will not nHy oaa impar> 
ed text bttt willi^e^ cdt the 
in£K;«Hhathe*sb^ia, 

Otho- leaden have other 
pdwis. Acconhf^ to some 


RedPMt 


CHECK-LIST 


1 


Former Prime Minister^: what they are 
doing 



■ Ch a w p r U' iheM i art Isti^infl a keen interest in the 
activities of Sharad Pawar and Nhdayam Sintd) Yadav It Is 
possible that he may relaunch l^meelf Once the 
Pawar-Moteyaih outfit taiuts off 


| i p«tdwteef (tf bar petty. She 
Ynay nsttie iMr lUHninee — 
Or M«unohon Singh — 


t tu-[i \*Ii m»T;‘ 


' There ere smne say 
fins is « move made too late. 


Amstass BIA w#<atlA 
AJir WjrMI 

« lt’s probably the first 
time that a (former) 
Rfiioe conunisuoner needed 
baeummmtdaticm horn a 
iiU|>eeior. Sm if tiie 


■ R.V. Nsfushwhs fiMK 1$ In lontton, lamenting the 
passing of a more gracious age m politics—so it is safe to 
assume that he Is out of It alt. 


• V#. thiji* Also In London, but tattling serious 
health problems. 


■ fniturBinuhrAOrilt me now allied with the BJP. 
George Fernandes, Ramakrtshna H^)de,.ea at—tor him 
the cold war with the BJP is over. 


> NJB. INnhi apunliB In the waiguMtl of the anti*BJP 
imwemwit ertttt the Cormress andtpeij^ a move 0ut the 
Karnataka (^ressfl) ^ watchtnirwtB) some trefadation. 


rumour null is W be 
believed, tins is precisely 
how T R. Kakkar got his cur¬ 
rent job in the home ministry. 

And the police inspector 
who lobbied tor him Imp- 
pens to be married to Balbir 
Punj, a senior BJP journalist 
Which is all very well, But 
because of the lobbying a 
decent man — and as it so 
happens, another former 
police commissioner, Nikhil 
Kumar—lost h i s job 

But then that’s the way the 
BJP plays the game 


Forafow 
ilollars more 

■ Why Piyush ManKad ’ 
No one IS doubting 
the newly appointed linante 
secretaiy’s qualilieations lor 
the job, but imtil the last 
niomenl, it seemed a» li it 
would l)e a (.lose call bet j 
ween Y V Reddy and Man i 
kad Both are highly quail I 
ficd. and unlike the third e.in- I 
didatc, the casvy N K 
Singh, neithci had incurred 
the wiath ol tlie linance 
minister 

But one of the things that 
apparently swung the dc<il in 
Mankad's favour was that 
most bureaucials lenieinbcr 
a faux pii\ that the deputy 
director of the Rseivc Bank 
of India made three years 
ago. At die tune, the rupee 
was valued at Rs 35 against 
the dollar, but despite this 
Reddy announced publicly 
that the rupee was over¬ 
valued. Immediately, the 
market reacted, and the 
rupee crashed 
After all. a.sk finance mini¬ 
stry officials, shouldn’t a 
de^y governor of the 
Reserve Bmik watch out for 
the countiy’s economy as a 
whole'^ Or should he give 
prirwity to the imports^ 
Reddy, who is supposed to 
have made this statement in 
Goa at the Banker's Ot*. 
later said that he had been 
misquoted. But damage was 
done. • 
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Coming of age 


T his refers to the cover 
story Can this man be 
defeated? (25—31 My). 
Doubtless, the BJP would 
now cash in on the post- 
Kargil charisma of Atal 
Behari Vajpayee in the poll 
campaign. With Vajpayee as 
the trump card, the BJP 
hopes to reap the dividends 
of moving from the fringe to 
the mainstream of politics. 
Vajpayee’s popularity today 
makes him bigger than the 
party itself. 

Vajpayee has taken the 
BJP well beyond the incre¬ 
mental votes that Advani 
hoped his leadership would 
attract. He has conclusively 
destroyed the BJP's pariah 
status less than three years 
after his first government 
fell in just 13 days. Beginn¬ 
ing from the nuclear tests 
and culminating in the defen¬ 
ce of Kargil, Vajpayee has 
systematically pursued the 
goal of a strong state. That is 
what di.stinguishes the BJP 
from the centre-Left 
opposition. 

Samir Ctmknborty, Howrah 
(WaatBartgal) 

■There is no eainsaying the 
fact that the BJP is almost, 
impregnable in the wake of 
the Kargil conflict. The par¬ 
ty IS riding on the crest of the 
victory wave. And the man 
who will be the main focus 
of the party’s campaign in 
the coming elections is none 
other than Vajpayee himself. 
After the Kargil war, Vaj¬ 


payee is a completely trans¬ 
formed man. He has not only 
found his feet, but there is a 
distinct spring in his step. 
Vajpayee’s growing clout is 
visible in the manner in 
which the RSS and the VHP 
have been forced to down¬ 
play Hindutva. 

Sapna Agarwal, Naw Dalhl 


H0 also served 


T he writer has offered 
valid arguments in defen¬ 
ce of the Indian skipper 
(Azza.^ 27 June—3 July). I 
agree with him that Azhar 
should not be made scape¬ 
goat for India’s World Cup 
misadventure The writer 
has mentioned his excellent 
record as captain. 

The talk of ’resting’ Azha- 
ruddin makes sense but a 
campaign to sack him is not 
justified. I fail to understand 
why there is so much hue and 
cry to sack Azhar. The BCCI 
must give him some rest but 
.should not humiliate him by 
giving him the boot. After 
all, India got the glorious vic¬ 
tory against Pakistan in this 


World Cup under his 
leadership. 

Ortkar Chopra, Ludhiana 
(Punjab) 

QlveKa 

thought 


T he credit for the Kargil 
victory goes solely to the 
brave jawans and their 
single-minded devotion, 
commitment and dedication 
(Victory! 18—^24 July). No 
political party should take 
credit because it is the brave 
soldiers who decide our fate 
in times of war. Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha¬ 
rif is either a hypiKiite try¬ 
ing to put the blame on the 
religious fundamentalists or 
a coward unable to confess 
his abortive adventurism. 

Obduracy of the Pakistani 
Army and belligerence of 
the religious bigots have 
caused so much of devasta¬ 
tion to lives and property. If 
only our foolish neighbour 
had thought about its poor 
economic conditions, it 
wouldn’t have contemplated 
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IndUn troops on Tololind 

a misadventure like this. 

Most importantly, it did not 
learn anything from the pre- . 
vious lessons. ' 

It’s time we thought about 
the welfare of our jawans. It 
would be unpardonable it we 
fail to take up the welfare 
measures for the war 
widows and the hapless 
children of the soldiers who 
sacrificed for the nation. 

After the general elections, 
when the new government 
will come to power, the first 
and foremost duty of the 
government should be to 
ilot special fund for the wel¬ 
fare of the family of the great 
warriors. 

U.S. lyar, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 


Simply 

ridiculous 


I t is surprising why Kapil 
Dev was subject to ridicu¬ 
le when he said that India 
should refrain from playing 
cricket with Pakistan when 
the two countries are at war 
(Patriot games 18—^24 
July). He was voicing his opi¬ 
nion in the best interest of the 
nation. 

But for the fact that the 
Shiv Sena supremo Bal 
Thackeray whose secular 
credentials have always 
been dubious chose to endor¬ 
se his statement, it is doubt¬ 
ful whether Kapil Dev s sta- 
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teinent would have raked up 
such a controversy. The fact 
is that we cannot simply 
wish away the existence of 
our war-happy neighbour 
and we have to strive to find 
everlasting peace and leani 
to live in harmony with 
Pakistan. And this can be 
best achieved by the interac¬ 
tion between the people of 
the two countries 

The fact that Indian movie 
.Stars are revered in Pakistan 
IS heart-wanning and if these 
movie stars are made cultu¬ 
ral ambassadors of our 
country, it can help improve 
bilateral ties better than the 
futile diplomatic talks bet¬ 
ween the two countries. 

Lastly. It is unfair to 
harass Dilip Kumar and Sha- 
bana Azmi for the mere fact 
that they are Muslims. Dilip 
Kumar can hardly be called 
anti-national just because he 
accepted the ‘Nishan- 
e-Pakistan’ award. Let’s not 
forget the fact that their great 
contributions were towards 
our country and not 
Pakistan. And, so it seems 
ridiculous that anybody can 
be so ungrateful as to doubt 
their loyalty towards the 
country. 

NalM Sudhakann, 

Trivandrum (Karala) 


Utter 

callousness 


his refers to the story No 
minor matter (18—^24 


July). The National Commis¬ 
sion for Minorities (NCM) 
wants 100 Lok Sabha .seats 
reseiyed for minonties. One 
wonders, when the democra¬ 
tic structure of the state is bas¬ 
ed on universal adult fr^inchi- 
se, why should the writer 
bring up the issues of 
Muslim religious reforms 
and education. Have we 
already devalued the worth 
of Muslim vote citing their 
low level of education and 
economic status'’ 

Muslims arc systematical¬ 
ly kept offarmed forces, secu¬ 
rity and police agencies, 
state and cenfal government 
jobs and are denied access to 
equal rights for education, 
employment and political 
empowerment. And, when¬ 
ever they try to assert their 
constitutional rights, they 
arc summanly dubbed as 
‘Pakistani’. Is this a healthy 
attitude to treat 120 million 
Muslims ot India? Indian 
Muslims have burned their 
boats and will never again 
accept the Partition of either 
their own community or the 
country' that is as much theirs 
as that of tlieir compatriots. 
Why should Muslims accept 
this alienation and discrimi¬ 
nation? Partition and crea¬ 
tion of Bangladesh was the 
successful application of the 
old imperial Bntish policy of 


"divide and rule’. 

The writer’s comment on 
Dr Tahir Mahmood’s 
demand for reservation of 
.seats in Lok Sabha for 
Muslims IS fully representa¬ 
tive of the callous and flaw¬ 
ed attitude of elite minonty 
ruling in the name of majon- 
ty Hindus towards 120 mill¬ 
ion minority Muslims who 
have yet to learn the rules of 
the game. 

Ghulam Muhammad, Bombay 
(Maharaahtra) 

Giving a big 
boost 

I t IS a matter of great pride 
that Bhaichung Bhutia has 
got an opportunity for tnal in 
England (More hurdles, 25 
July—31 July). Bhaichung 
is the first Indian soccer 
player who has earned the 
distinction of playing for 
trial on the English soil. But 1 
was dismayed to read that 
the Sikkim lad needs a work 
permit before playing for 
Fulham FC. 

Lot depends on how his 
agent P.C. Raj Purohit 
handles the whole thing. 
Although Calcutta fans will 
be deprived of his great .soc¬ 
cer moments, Bhaichung's 
success will give a big boost 
to Indian football and encour- 
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Identity crisis 


M am-Talkpublished in j 

the 18—^24 July issue 
of SUNDA.Y IS a classic exam- I 
pie of the prejudiced mindset 
of the columnist. He is 
known widely to be the most 
boisterous buffoon of the 
Congress party. And very 
rightly no one takes him 
seriously, not even those in 
his own party. But the way 
he has tluown all senses of 
proportion and decency to 
the wind in his outburst 
against the incumbent Prime 
Minister of India, is simply 
disdainful, to say the least 
and it ought to be condemn¬ 
ed by one and all. 

It appears, he is in a deep 
identity crisis within the Con- ! 
gress itself and in trying to 
get the 10 Janpath rescue 
boat, he has lost whatever lit¬ 
tle sanity he might have had. 
He doesn’t even know that 
he is too small and insignific¬ 
ant to apprehend the great 
personalities like Sir Win¬ 
ston Churchill, Pandit Jawa- 
har Lai Nehru and Atal Biha- 
ri Vajpayee. He takes their 
names as if they were his 
playmates. 

M.D. Aathana, Lucknow (UP) 
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MAVA KAMATH/rH£ ASIAN AGE 


■ We have gained new respect for the political courage and leadership of Ehime Minister 
Vajpayee, whose strict discipline and restraint in the face of pressures for escalation enabled the 
crisis to be resolved. 


Karl I N D L R F r R T H. vs asxistanl-secremiy of state, on Aial Beluiri Vajpayee s handling of the 
Kargtl crisis 


■ The Vajpayee government must own moral responsibility for its failure to check Pakistani 
intrusion into Kargil. Under this government, even the borders of the country have become unsafe. 

Sonia Gandhi. Congres-i president 



m Is this what democracy is? I pity a democracy 
that took away my right to vote. Long live 
democracy! 

B-AL Thackeray. ShivSena chief, after hemg debarred by 
the Election Commission from casting his vote and contesting polls till 
December 2001 


■ We are facing a situation where, if we do not wake up, we will definitely land in an internal debt 
tr^, with over 40 per cent of revenue going for interest payments. 


YA.SHWANT SiNHA. Union finance minister 

■ He has been saying he will for a long time but he is still around. Nobody can retire without the 
party’s permission. 


H A R K 1 .S H E N S I N (i H S U R J E E T, CI't(M) general-.sei relary, onJyoli Basu's 'retirement 
plans' 


■ I wish some people would u.se ink instead of poison in their pens. 


M ADHURI Dixit, film star, on gossip columnists 
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MANt-TAOl 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 


Can this 
man be 
defeated? 


vs Sunday 


Of course, he can 
be. Moreover, of 
course, he should 
be. In an associa¬ 
tion of close on 
ten years with this 
magazine as a 
weekly columnist, 
I have, inevitably, 
disagreed with its 
editorial line on many an occasion. But 
rarely as violently as I have with its 
'cover story’ in the last issue of July, 
gushingly entitled; Can This Man Be 
Defeated?. 

We are told that Vajpayee, "thankful¬ 
ly for India", is the "right man" at the 
"right time". Vajpayee has used his 
prime ministerial prerogative to refuse 
to be drawn into a debate on Kargil, Yes. 
the war is won. But should the war ever 
have happened? Can the Prime Munster 
who has let us into a wholly-preventable 
war have any claim to being the right 
man at the right time? Possibly, yes. But 
that certificate can be given only after 
we are able to establish that it was 
Pakistani chicanery alone, not our own 
negligence of national security, which 
brought on the war. For if our negligen¬ 
ce contributed to the loss of400 precious 
lives in a war that should never have 
occurred, then the Prime Minister and 
his government are accountable to the 
people, the country, and Parliament 
The forum for accountability is Parlia¬ 
ment. The right man at the right time 



refuses to do the right thing and convene 
the Rajya Sabha. He says he does not 
want to explain to the Rajya Sabha how 
he has proved the right man at the nght 
time because he lacks a majority in the 
House! Can a Prime 
ster who refuses to be responsible to the 
institutioas of democracy be the right 
man at the nght time in a democracy? 


Atal Behari Vajpayee has taken this country 
to a diplomatic and defence disaster. We 
have been rescued from this disaster at 
an enormous cost in human life by our 
armed forces. And by the Bofors gun 


There is now an irrefutable mountain 
of evidence pointing to the government 
having been in possession of raw intellig 
ence that for over a year at least the 
Pakistanis were planning and executing 
their most massive incursion across the 
Line of Control in a generation. Every 
magazine — but not the Sunday cover 
story—is asking whether that raw intel 
ligence was evaluated and asses.sed. If it 
was not, then why was it not assessed? 
And if it was, then how can a Prime Mini¬ 
ster who went so hopelessly wrong in 
as.sessing the greatest danger to national 
security in 27 years be the right man at 
the right time? 

DOES VAJPAYEE SHARE the view of 


his defence minister that the "danger to 
national security from Pakistan" is a 
"myth"? If not, why did he appoint such 
a man Raksha Mantri? And why does he 
persist in retaining him even after Geor¬ 
ge Fernandes' asinine views on national 
security threats have been "exploded" 
(George’s colourful expression re. the 
Pakistan "myth", not mine)? Why sack 
the communications minister for telling 
the truth and retain as defence minister 
this monument to untruth? And if the rea¬ 
son for this curious paradox is that Vaj¬ 
payee is of the same view as George, 
then how can such a disaster b»- describ- 


8 


SUNDAYB—14 Au0(Mt 1999 
























ed as the right man at the right time? 

Sunday, of course, took the Bus to 
I Lahore. At the invitation of Vajpayee. 
I But after Mani-Talk had warned that 
nothing would come of it, indeed after I 
wrote from Lahore, in the only cover 
story I have been privileged to file for 
Si'NDAY. that ‘The Thaw’ was a myth 
waiting to be exploded. Vajpayee has 
dolefully confess^ that the Bus to Laho¬ 
re has ended in Kargil. Sunday’s job, 1 
submit, is not to giggle at the witticism 
t ' Alt ask how it is that a man who is such a 
•oinpleton, such a naive dupe in diplo¬ 
macy, can possibly be anything but the 

SUNOAra—MAugugl 1919 


wrong man at the wrong time. Vajpayee 
is certainty qualified to be a poetaster. 
But not a Prime Minister. Certainly not 
after his disaster in diplomacy is teing 
mourned in 400 homes. Who is going to 
bring back their sons? 

Disaster in diplomacy has been com¬ 
pounded by disaster in defence. Making 
friends with Pakistan was not wrong. 
Lowering the nation’s guard when 
embracing the nation’s enemy was. The 
only comparable initiative to Vaj¬ 
payee’s Bus to Lahore was Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s Boeing to Beijing. Sunday must 
have been on the flight. Was not defence 
on the frontiers wiA China assiduously 
strengthened from the Sumdorongchu 
clash of 198.5 to the take-off for China in 
1988? Is not the strengthening of fences 
a sound principle in preparing to end con¬ 
frontation? NSTiy did the Prime Minister 
not demand that every shred of intellig¬ 
ence on Pakistan’s intentions be tho¬ 
roughly evaluated before rousing the 
emotions that the Bus was bound to raise 
— the positive emotions of friendship 
and cooperation as much as the negative 
emotions of ancient grudges and revan¬ 
chist revenge? 

If the Pnme Minister called for such 
an assessment, how' could Brig. Sur- 
endra Singh’s six successive reports 
(scooped by a Sunday rival) have been 
inissed? How could the Ml reports have 
been missed? How could state intelligen¬ 
ce reports have been missed? How could 
the RAW chief be rewarded with a 
Governorship for not knowing that the 
Pakis were all over the place? Or is it, as 
RAW claims in its defence, that RAW is 
in Ladakh only to keep a beady eye on 
the Chinese, not the Pakistanis? If so. 
why did the Prime Minister, to whom 
RAW directly reports, fail to order 
RAW to check out on the mischief in the 
Kargil sector being reported by other, 
less sophisticated, agencies? How on 
earth can Sunday hold such a gullible, 
bumbling, immature, incompetent and 
irresponsible Prime Minister to be the 
right man at the right time? 

VAJPAYEE REIURNED TO Delhi to 
ho.sannas of praise from the unbelievab¬ 
ly childish horde of journalists who 
went with him to Wagah. He knew the 
Pakistani chiefs of staff had deliberately 
snubbed India (and friendship with 
India) by their calculated insult of not 
being at Wagah when the Indian Prime 
Minister arrived at the border for his five 


minutes of fame. What did the Prime 
Minister do to block the danger to nation¬ 
al security from the Pak armed forces? 
As far as the public record goes, and in 
the face of Vajpayee’s refusal to conve¬ 
ne the Rajya Sabha, nothing. Absolutely 
zilch. If Vajpayee did do something, the 
nation has the right to know. Just how 
did he prove himself, from March to 
May, to be the right man at the right 
time? What was the Prime Minister — 
our resident lotus-eater—doing during 
the 60 days, post-Lahwe, that Pakistan 
infiltrated 3,000 men, heavily armed 
and bountifully supplied, into 800 squa¬ 
re kilometres of Indian territory? 

The official government stand is that 
they knew nothing, saw nothing, heard 
nothing for all those 60 days. I do not 
believe for one second that Vajpayee 
was merely imitating Gandhiji’s mon¬ 
keys. He heard. He saw. He knew. But 
he would not speak. For if he had confes¬ 
sed that on the morning after his night 
out in Lahore the Pakistanis had invaded 
India, his government would have fallen 
before Framed Mahajan’s birthday 
bash. For it is precisely during the mad 
month of March, when Sunday was abu¬ 
sing Mohan Guruswamy and denigrat¬ 
ing Admiral Bhagwat (or was it the 
other way round?), that AtaJ Behari Vaj¬ 
payee— die "right man" (ha! ha!) at the 
"right time" (ha! ha!) — was deliberate¬ 
ly withholding from the country the ugly 
reality that the Pakis had taken him for a 
ride. And if that charge is unfounded, 
why is the Prime Minister shying away 
from clearing himself on the floor of the 
Rajya Sabha? 

Vajpayee has taken this country to a 
diplomatic and defence disaster. We 
have been rescued from this disaster — 
at an enormous cost in human life — by 
our armed forces. And by the Bofors 
gun. Sunday seems to think the issue is 
the diplomatic and defence handling of 
the war. It is not—at any rate, that is not 
the central issue. For. with regard to all 
our wars, from Kashmir 1947-48 to Kar¬ 
gil 1999, there is no dispute over which 
we won and which we did not. The issue 
at test now is whether Prime Minister 
Vajpayee is not the blindest ruler India 
has had since Dhritarashtra. 

Can this man be defeated? Of course, 
he can. Of course, he must. Of course, he 
will be. Watch this space in October. • 


(This eoiufrm ts being suspended tiH the poiffng m 
Meyitaduturai on 4 September, as the cokjmnist takes oH 
to prove SuhiDAYhopelessty wrong.) 




RAJIV SHUKLA 


Auto system 


The Centre decides to set up a foreign investment authority 


The Government 
of India has decid¬ 
ed to set up a fore¬ 
ign investment 
authority for the 
smooth clearance 
of various propo¬ 
sals for direct fore¬ 
ign investment in 
the country A 
right step provided the new authority 
enjoys enough power to control the \ ari- 
ous government departments and the 
bureaucracy. 

Though the process of economic 
reforms and liberalisation is continuing, 
the mindset of most of our government 
officials is yet to change. Their attitude 
is negative and they block most of the 
propo.sals in their typical babu style. I 
think the Cabinet committee on appoint¬ 
ments must ascertain before clearing 
any name either for joint secretary, addi¬ 
tional secretary or secretary that the offi¬ 
cer concerned has a good reputation and 


not someone who sits on files only. 

These bureaucrat.s, who may be 
honest, have destroyed the Indian econo¬ 
my to a large extent. They look at every 
proposal with suspicion, only calculat¬ 
ing how much money the party concern¬ 
ed IS making without realising how 
much benefit the nation is going to get. 

Nowadays, the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FTPB) has cleared 
most of the applications and passed 
almost all the projects barring a few hav¬ 
ing technical problems. This year, the 
FIPB IS hoping for investments worth 
four billion dollars, while next year its 
target is expected to be around ten bill¬ 
ion dollars. 

FIPB chainnan Ajit Kumar, who is 
also secretiuy, industrial development, 
has developed a sy.'- tem by which nobo¬ 
dy has to hang around in the board's offi¬ 
ce. According to this auto system, if 
your application fulfils the desired requi¬ 
rements, permission will reach you auto¬ 
matically. Which means a great deal of 


FIPB chairman Ajit 
Kumar has 
deveiopeda 
system by which 


around. If your 
application fulfils 
the desired 
requirements, 
permission will 
reach you 


.A. 
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relief for foreign investors, who earlier 
had to run from pillar to post to get clea¬ 
rance, especially during A.N. Verma’s 
time. 

The main problem in our system is 
such that you are required to obtain 28 
clearances after acquiring the FIPB clea¬ 
rance. There are several central as well 
as state government departments that 
cither do not provide no objection certifi¬ 
cates or clearances to utilise the facili¬ 
ties. These are the areas where most of 
the proposals get stuck and investors 
have to pay bribes to get a clearance. 

That' s why only 30 per cent of the pro¬ 
jects have been set up after FIPB clearan¬ 
ce. Land, sales tax. excise, customs, 
environment, revenue departments, besi¬ 
des the RBI and the DGFT. are the few 
areas where the applications are bound 
to get stuck 

With a lot of effort. Ajit Kumar has 
been able to set up this authority, having 
members of vanous departments includ 
ing secretaries of commerce, urban deve 
lopmenl, power, steel, law and company 
affairs, environment, etc. besides the sta¬ 
tes’ chief secrctanes. There are represen¬ 
tatives from the RBI and other institu¬ 
tions, too. 

Now, it will be the re.sponsibility of 
the authority to ensure smooth passage 
for foreign investment. There is also a 
suggestion to appoint a bureaucrat at the 
joint secretary level on each proposal 
and it will be his responsibility to get 
clearances for the investor. 

Recently, there were proposals for set¬ 
ting up departmental stores and shopp¬ 
ing malls on the tines of the European 
metropolitan cities. Though the FIPB 
wanted to clear these proposals, com¬ 
merce secretary P.P. Prabhu blocked 
them saying they would cause damage 
to small shopkeepers, little realising that 
the clientele of a shopping mall is altoge¬ 
ther different. 

According to an e.stimate, Indians inv¬ 
est around 800 million pounds in shopp¬ 
ing abroad every year especially in Lon¬ 
don. All this coidd be easily saved by 
creating good departmental stores with \ 
quality stuff. It would also attract tour- 
i.sts from far and near. • 
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Diplomatic coup 

But India should not be too euphoric too soon 


Indian diplomacy has good reason (u pat 
itself on the back. Especially after the 
heroic fighting by the Indian armed forces 
was supplemented by Pakistan’s diploma¬ 
tic isolation to force Nawaz Sharif to with¬ 
draw the Pakistani forces from Kargil. A 
further shot in the arm for the South Block 
has been the series of useful and productive 
! meetings foreign minister Jaswant Singh has had, on the 
fringes of the Singapore meeting of the ASEAN Regional For¬ 
um, with his opposite numbers from a number of countries, 

; especially the United States, China, Japan, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

However, it would be a grievous error on our part to be too 
I euphoric too soon. Signs of wild and exaggerated cxpecta- 
; tions of a sea change in the American policy on South Asia arc 
I much too visible A large section of opinion-makers, with its 
i mindset still firmly rooted in the past when the US habitually 
tilted towards Pakistan, is screaming that this country should 
beware of Americans when they come bearing diplomatic 
gifts. 

In my view, both extreme views ought to be rejected. Some¬ 
thing has definitely changed in the India-Atnerica equation. 
Over the issue of Kargil. the US generally, and Bill Clinton 
personally, were relentle.ss in telling Nawaz Sharif that Paki¬ 
stan was the aggressor, that it must withdraw from the Indian 
side of the LoC, and that it must also commit itself to rcspect- 
j ing the sanctity of the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir. Only after 
this was done, said Clinton, would he want the Lahore process 
tor the settlement of all India-Pakistan issues, including Kash- 
I mir, to be revived again Of course, he also "promised" to take 
I a "personal interesi" in the acceleration and intensification of 
! the Delhi-Islamabad dialogue under the Lahore rubric. 

It IS the latter part of Clinton’s statement that has started 
al.arm bells ringing in New Delhi. The US President’s "perso¬ 
nal interest" is perceived as the proverbial thin end of the 
wedge that would inevitably lead to foreign (read: American) 
i mediation over Kashmir. 

What lends an edge to this apprehension is the near certain¬ 
ty that Pakistan will strain every nerve to raise the Kashmir 
issue in some form or the other in the UN General Assembly 
: whicli will begin its session at the precise moment when this 
country would be in the throes of a bitterly-fought election. At 
I the same time, to avenge the defeat, both military and diploma- 
; tic, in Kargil, Pakistan can be expected to escalate recklessly 
the reign of terror in not only J&K but al.so elsewhere. 

Jaswant Singh has used every opportunity, especially at 
Singapore (where Russia also offered to help bring India and 
Pakistan closer together), to reject third party mediation and 
I to reiterate that Kashmir and all other Indo-P^ problerns will 
I be settled only bilaterally. This is good as far as ii goes. But 
does it go far enough? For, developing contours of intemation- 
: al reality cannot be ignored. 

, The Americans are the first to proclaim that they have no 


intention of being the mediators between India and Pakistan. 
But they are making no bones about their resolve to be "facili¬ 
tators" of a settlement between the two neighbours who have 
newly brought into the open the nuclear weaponry that both 
had possessed for nearly a decade. Consequently, the chal¬ 
lenge before Indian diplomacy is not to avert foreign "med¬ 
dling" in Kashmir but to convert the great and growing interna¬ 
tional interest in Kashmir to its advantage. 

The point to pondei is that America does not take a pro- 
India or pro-Pakistan policy because of its love for cither 
country. All its .stances arc dictated by the cold calculation of 
its own national interest. 



Jaswant Singh has used every opportunity to 
relect third-party mediation and to reiterate 
that Kashmir and aii other Indo-Pak problems 
will be settled bilaterally 

As it happens, some American interests, such as curbing 
of Islamic fundamentalism and its nefarious nexus with narco¬ 
terrorism, climaxed by American concern over the activities 
of Osama bin Laden, happen to coincide our major concerns. 
In fact, foi nearly two decades, since the Pakistan-backed ter¬ 
rorism in Punjab that was later extended to the proxy war in 
Kashmir, New Delhi has been trying hard to persuade the 
Americans, as leaders of the "international community", to 
take note of this threat to the international order. Only now 
have the Americans agreed to do so. The second problem we 
have is the resumption of the dialogue on Kashmir with 
Pakistan. Do we have a nationally-backed strategy for this dia¬ 
logue? The question is of supreme importance and must be dis¬ 
cussed separately. • 
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A HUSBAND 
SCORNED 


Bangladesh's eminent nuclear scientist falls out with his Prime Minister wife 


•A. Wazcd Mia. 
Bangladesh’s eminent 
nuclear scientist and 
husband of Prime Mint 
ster Sheikh Hasina, 
usually maintains a low prutile But last 
month, he hit the headlines when he kick¬ 
ed and broke the headlight of a 3.5-mil- 
lion-laka jeep at Ganobhaban, the offici¬ 
al residence of the PM. and seized docu¬ 
ments of a car belonging to his former 
office. Bangladesh Atomic Bnergy Com¬ 
mission (BAEC) 

Explaining hi.s conduct later, he urged 
Hasina to look into the allegations ol cor 
ruption brought by him against BAEC 
officials and some members of the PM’s 
personal staff. 

In a press interview, Wazed Mia said: 
"My points are simple How could the 
science and technology 
minister and the 
secretary of the 
ministry' use 
a \ chicle 


tor other purposes bought exclusively 
for the RiHipuT atomic plant'' Secondly, 
how could the Prime Minister's assist¬ 
ant private secretary, who is not even a 
deputy secretary, u.se a car worth 5.5 mil¬ 
lion taka (US $70,(KK)) just within three 
years of his assignment'.'" On the other 
hand, he said, he retired early this year 
with only 1.8 million taka (US $30,0(X)) 
as pension after 55 years of government 
service. 

Two officials of the BAEC met Waz¬ 


ed Mia at Ganobhaban later to take back 
the movement register and the registra¬ 
tion papers of the car which were seized 
by him. But he said he would only hand 
over the documents to the BAEC chair¬ 
man He also denied having badly dama¬ 
ged the official car of the assistant priva¬ 
te secretaiy when the driver refused to 
give him a lift to the BAEC office. "I hit 
the headlight with my toe and it got 
damaged." he said. 

Wazed said that the movement 



Wand Mia and StMikh Hasina: unequal partners 


Wazed said that the life of a PM’s 
husband could never be normal in 
the traditional sense. ’’There are a 
lot of rules and restrictions which I 
must abide by” 

A8HOK MAJUMDEn 









register seized by him contained a lot of 
irregular and illegal entries. He said the 
vehicle was illegally taken to faraway 
Saint Martin’s Island by the minister 
concerned. 

Besides, the PM’s husband also 
demanded that Hasina should look into 
how her bodyguard could build a four¬ 
storeyed house at Mohammadpur m 
Dhaka within three years of her rule. 
"Small corruption leads to larger corrup¬ 
tion. Ours IS a small country. We cannot 
afford even the smallest corruption," 
said Wazed. 

W azed Mia, who retired from 
government service in February, 
la.st montlt joined the People’s Universi¬ 
ty at Savar founded by liberation fighter 
Zafrullah Chowdhury as a professor. 

He said that the life of a Prime Mini- 
sier’s husband could never be a normal 
one in the traditional sense. He and Hasi¬ 
na got married 32 years ago "1'here are a 
lot of rules and restrictions which 1 must 
abide by," he said For instance, "1 have 
been requested not to make any com¬ 
ment against the Prime Minister in pres¬ 
ence of government officials m Ganob- 
haban. 1 have recently been asked not to 
take any guest upstairs where I live." 
Hasina lives in a separate room on the 
same floor. 

He disclosed that he would leave 
Ganobhaban shortly. "I will go back to 
my house at Dhanmondi carrying with 
me all my books." he said. 

Wazed Mia ha.s utter contempt for 
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, the 
bureaucrat turned state minister for plan¬ 
ning, whom he accuses of creating a rift 
between him and his wife by fetching 
for her a numbei of honorary doctorate 
degrees from abroad. 

"Mokha [Alamgiij has mesmcri.scd 
my wife," he remarked at a seminar orga¬ 
nised in Dhaka by the Bangladesh Jour¬ 
nalists Association on 10 July. He also 
warned that the bureaucrats in 
Bangfadesh were preparing to push Hasi¬ 
na out of power as they did in the case of 
Begum Khaleda Zia in 1996. 

F ollowing his outbursts, government 
agencies have been alerted to keep a 
watch on Wazed Mia. 

During his recent trip to Bogra, the 
administration was extra cautious. 
When he went to attend a function there, 
the police told him that his car was runn¬ 
ing short of fuel and therefore, he must 
cancel his programme. He, however, 
attended the function and spoke bitterly 


"Small corruption leads 
to larger corruption. 
Ours is a small country. 
We cannot afford even 
the smallest 
corruption," said 
Wazed Mia 

about efforts to restrict his movement 
At one place m Bogra, organisers ask- 
edjoumalisis lo lea ve when Wa/cd .start¬ 
ed talking about his personal lile At this 
he became furious and asked newsmen 
to slay saying there was Complete press 
freedom in the countiy. 

He said Mupb used to consider him as 
his own .son. being tlie eldest son-m-law. 
"1 virtually became the guardian of the 
Mujib family after the killings of all 
except Hasina and her sisiei Sheikh 
Rehana," he pointed out 

He said he was not sure whether he 
would evci be able to return to 
Bangladesh after the couple tCMsk politi¬ 
cal asylum in India "The Indian govern¬ 
ment, too. did noi assure us whether it 
could send us back to Banglade.sh, nor 
did it tell how' long we could remain in 
political a.sylum in India.' 

During his stay in India, he had appli¬ 
ed lo the Shah of Iran for a job at the Irani¬ 
an nucteai plant but the Khomeini group 
did not allow Teheran to provide him a 
job. 

Wazed expres.sed his gratitude to for¬ 
mer President Ziaur Rahman for paving 


the way foi his ictiiin lo Dhaka "Zia had j 
told me that he would protect me and 
Hasina al the cost of his hfc But alas, 
Zia sacrificed his life, not lor me hut due 
to a coup." .\s Sheikh .Mujib would 
remain alive in the minds of niilhon.s m 
Bangladesh, so would Ziaur Rahman, 
Hasina's husband .said 

He said that neither the ruling .4waini 
League noi the (Jpposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party should consider 
Bangladesh as its sole property. "1 do not 
believe in doing piditics by wearing a 
headscarl alter performing the Haj," 
Wazed commented, indirecllv pointing 
to his wife's practice. Me also ciincised 
the BNP saying that there must not be 
any politicking with "Bismillah" — a 
non-Muslim is not hound to say Bismil¬ 
lah even constiluiionally 

Wazed told joiimalisis in Bogra angii- 
ly that the police and the administration 
were always concerned with where he 
would go, what he woiiUi say and what 
he would d(' "But I want to make it clear 
that 1 now serve undei none 1 leai 
none," he said 

In an intriguing development, 
Jawadul Karim, the Prime Minister's 
press secretary, in a lettei published tn 
the Hong Kong -ba.sedy4 vnm cc^, has ask¬ 
ed the editor lo call the Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and not 
Sheikh Hasina Wazed All foreign mis¬ 
sions of Bangladesh have reportedly 
made similai requests 

Docs It mean that Hasina has retaliat¬ 
ed against her husband silently and 
diplomatically? • 

Rmhman Jahaaglr/Dhaka 
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U ddhav Thackeray’s birthday has, traditionally, 
been a low-key affair. However, this 27 July, 
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray’s youngest son’s 
40th birthday was celebrated with much fanfare. 
Hundreds of party workers and leaders from in 
and around Bombay trooped into ‘Matoshree’ (the Thackeray 
home) to greet him. Soraeofthem were even "summo¬ 
ned" for the occasion. For this was a birthday party with a dif- 


Uddhav vs Raj: the fi\ 


ferencc. It was a show of strength; an event to prove a political 
point or two. And the person at whom it was ail directed was 
Uddhav’s cousin, Raj Thackeray. 

On 23 July, the rivalry between the Sena scions became 
public when Raj spoke out against Uddhav’s growing promin¬ 
ence and dominance. Raj’s supporters then roughed up three 
Sena members believed to be close to Bal Thackeray’s .son 
and Subhash Desai. the party’s general .secretary and an 
Uddhav loyalist. The next day, Raj’s supporters held an hour- 
long dharm outside his residence to express solidarity with 
their leader and to urge him to play a more active role in party 
matters. 

Alarmed by the turn of events, the Sena supremo rushed in 
with predictable crisis-management measures. The feuding 
cousins enacted a public reconciliation with Raj stating that, 
"We do not want power, (so) there is no question of fighting 
for power. Neither of us has any desire to be chief minister." 
Uddhav, meanwhile, said that "family relations were more 
important" to him and if there was a tussle for power between 
them, "he would rather quit politics”. 

But with the Lok Sabha and Assembly polls due in Septem¬ 
ber, some damage has already been done. Sena observers feel 
that the "forced truce" between the younger Thackerays is, at 
best, “momentary". The two cousins have long been engaged 
in a game of oneupmanship. For instance, in 1997, Raj had 
organised a massive rally at the Sena Bhavan on the midnight 
of 14 August to celebrate 50 years of Independence. Not to be 
outdone, Thackeray Jr held a mega convention of party office¬ 
bearers two weeks later. In January this year, Uddhav, an avid 
photographer, held an exhibition of his wildlife collection. 
Only a few days later, Raj responded with an exhibition of his 






cartoons. And now, Uddhav’s birthday bash was aimed at 
Raj’s supporters who had claimed that Bal Thackeray’s 
youngest son lacked support at the gras.sroot level. 

A ccording to Chhagan Bhujbal, Sena defector and now 
state chief of the Nationalist Congress Party, "The Sena is 
on the path of liquidation and as it happens in all partnerships 
and fami ly busine.sscs, there is a fight for a lion’s share. Every¬ 
one remains united as long as they have power but when it 
begins to slip away, the fight begins since nobody wants to 
take the responsibility." 

But the ‘family feud’ is a recent phenomenon. Raj, literally, 
grew up in his uncle’s household and enjoyed a strong bond of. 
friendship with Uddhav, who is seven years older to him. This 
bond was further strengthened when both of them joined JJ 
School of Arts in Bombay—Uddhav for a degree in phertogra- \ 

Bal Thackeray: though the Sena chief feote that hie 
naiihew has a "natural flair tor polttii»", he urtH 
ultlmatoiy hand ovor the crown to his son 
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phy and Raj for a course in commercial arts. They later started 
their own advertising agencies besides working for Stumna, 
the official mouthpiece of the Shiv Sena started in 1989. 
While Raj donned the role of cartoonist. Uddhav managed 
administrative affairs. 

Raj.took an early plunge into politics when he was elected 
president of the BharatiyaVidya^i Sena, the party’s student 
Vving. Uddhav, a quintessential family man, made a somewhat- 
reluctant entry into mainstream politics in 1992 at the behest 
ot his late itiother Meenatai who was concerned about her hus¬ 
band’ s failing health. 

The brothers worked in tandem for the 1992 civic polls as 
well as the 1995 Assembly elections. However, this equation 
altered soon after the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
s government rode to power in Maharashtra and Matoshree 
R became the power centre. A bitter power play between Raj 
and Uddhav began, within the party and in the government. 

"While Uddhav’s political graph has risen steadily, Raj’s 
has dipped dramatically," comments a partyman. Raj’s fall, 
some f^, began with die Ramesh Kini muider case in 1996. 


"Even though no charges were proved against him, Balasaheb 
was not very convinced of his innocence. So, to keep him 
away from the party organisation, he was put in charge of the 
Shiv Udyog Sena (.SUS)," reveals a Sena insider. 

A late starter, Uddhav has gradually gained in strength and 
grown in stature. He began cutting into bis cousin’s sphere of 
influence till Raj was left with nothing but the youth employ¬ 
ment .scheme, by mid-’97 In the 1997 civic polls, Uddhav deli¬ 
berately struck off the names of Raj’s candidates and replaced 
them with his own men. According to Sena sources, the only 
reason why senior party leader and former MP Madhukar Sar- 
potdar was denied a berth in the Vajpayee ministry was his 
son’s close proximity to Raj. The forests and environment 
portfolio went, instead, to Suresh Prabhu, a junior Sena MP 
and a close associate of Uddhav. 

T he crux of the problem lies in the organisational set-up of 
the Shiv .Sena The party has essentially remained a one- 
man show with Bal Thackeray calling all the shots. Over the 
last couple of years, Raj and Uddhav have starred in an intrigu¬ 
ing succession drama. But now, Uddhav has clearly emerged 
as the frontrunner. With his father getting on in years, Uddhav 
enjoys a say in most important parly matters. According to 
insiders, though the Sena chief feels that Raj (who has inherit¬ 
ed his mantle of cartcHinist) has a "natural flair for politics", he 
will ultimately hand over the crown to his natural heir, 
Uddhav 

“If the nft between the two brothers is to be controlled, 
power in the party needs to be decentralised by delegating res¬ 
ponsibilities to more leaders," says a Sena veteran. Raj, acute¬ 
ly aware of his growing marginalisation within the party, has 
already complained to the Sena supremo that he has no role in 
the process of selecting candidates for the forthcoming 
elections. 

"The party needs both of them for their obvious inents," 
feels a Shiv Sainik." Raj has mhented his uncle’s looks, crowd¬ 
pulling charisma and oratorial skills. He is also the only Sena 

"The party needs both of them for their 
obvious merits. Raj (left) has Inherited 
his uncle’s looks, charisma and 
oratorial skills. Uddhav is more 
poliUcaliy mature and a shrewd 
strategist," says a Shiv Sainik 

leader who has campaigned throughout the state. Uddhav, on 
the other hand, is more politically mature and a shrewd behind- 
the-scenes strategist." 

But Madhav Deshpandc, one of the founding members of 
the Sena, warns that the Thackeray family is capable of ruin¬ 
ing the party. And with the ongoing battle of the blood bro¬ 
thers, the end could come sooner, rather than later. Nikhil 
Wagle, editor of Apia Mahamgar and a known Sena-bmter 
sums it up: "You can safely write Shiv Sena’s obituary ^ong- 
with Bal Thackeray ’ s. After his death, the parly is bound to dis¬ 
integrate into various factions like the Republican Party India, 
and you might end up with a Shiv Sena (Uddhav) and Shiv 
Sena (Raj)." • 


15 





€til fff EMfliS * M^n An award that 


recognises the selfless motivation that drives 


businesses and corporates to reach out and 


make a difference. And while last year it 


was TISCO, Forbes Marshal and Sriram Investments who 


won the first edition of the award (instituted 


by Busincssworld, FICCI-Socio Economic 



After an enthusiastic and heartening response in its first 


year, this edition focuses on eight key areas. • Health & 


nutrition* Population moderation efforts • Empowerment 


of women • Empowerment of marginalised groups • Literacy 


promotion • Rural development • Child labour related 


issues • Old age rehabilitation. The award i.s 


THE open to all businesses or corpiirates that have 


Development Foundation and Compaq), we 


believe the real winners lay elsewhere. In the 


vi[lage,s, homes and families that were made 


BUSINESSWORLO 
iTCa-SEDE ■ 
COMPAQ 
SOCjAl 

RESPON^IWIESS 

Amm 


implemented social welfare projects wi'li a 


visible impact in the period January '99 to 


March '99 A two step audit proccs.s by an 


self-reliant. In the smiles that accompanied 


independent firm of auditors and on site 


the first discovery of the alphabet And in that sen.se verification by recognised NGOs will fesrm the judging 


of achievement when a seed planted prospered It is this process. For application forms . 

social conscience that the award applauds The desire to and a detailed brochure send us F I C C t 

COMROa 

reach out To help and enable. To put people before profits. the coupon below. __ 


-S4- 


ta. I think the Bustnessworld • FlCCl-SEDF • Compaq Social Responsiveness Award is a ginai wav to recognise business and corporate clforts 
towatdsbeingsocially responsible Plea.se send me the details Name. . 


Designation.Company :. 

Address •. 

Phone ■.. -Fax :.E-Mail . 


Mail/Fax this coupon, superscribing the envelope 'Social Responsiveness Award’, to; Busincssworld, 4th Floor, Herald House, SA. 
Bahadur Shah Isdai Maig, New Delhi 110 002. e-mail: vijaya^abpmail.com. Fax; 011-3311264 Last date for the receipt of cotyon is Aug 15. 1W9 


Mud'S Cr>Q 2 S 96 99 















REMAINS OF THE RAJ 

Calcutta's Anglo-Indian community comes alive on a London stage 


S tories about Anglo-Indians — 
the last vestiges of the Raj and 
the most westernised of Indian 
communities who never forgave the 
English for leaving India — have been 
told, written, filmed and performed over 
and ovw again. Recently, a play featur¬ 
ing that hybrid race of people produced 
from mixed marriages between Euro¬ 
peans and Indians in the days when this 
country was sUll a British colony, open¬ 
ed in LtMtdon, in a premier West End 
production. 

The play begins in a crumbling coloni¬ 
al bungalow covered with jasmines in 
Dum Dum, Calcutta. The residents are a 
scatty bunch of elderly Anglo-Indians, 
alienated frtMn the modern-day world 
and virtually living in the past. British 
Asian playwri^t Ayub Khw-Din*s lat¬ 
est play. Last Dance at Dum Dum, 
focuses on die lonely and isolated world 
of the Anglo-Indian community — one 
created by the Raj but spumed by its crea¬ 
tors when they left India and rejected by 
the native Inmans for bemg half-caste. 
The time is 1981, and the smaU commu¬ 
nity is now confronted widi another phe¬ 
nomenon, die rise of Hindu communal- 
ism in the neighbourhood. 

Muriel Marsh (played by actress- 
cum-cookery writer Madhur Jaffrey) is 
a 66-year-old Anglo-Indian, suffering 
friun brain tumour. She dirows tantrums 
every time the Bengali neighbour Mr 
Chaknvartty (Madhav Sharma) has one 
of his RSS-oaganised shakhas (mee¬ 
tings) at his place. The head of the house¬ 
hold is Eh^phne Willows (played by 
Avril Elgar), also in her sixties. Circum¬ 
stances force Daphne to mortgage the 
house to Chakravartty, who has every 
intention of grabbing it 
The other residents in die house are 
Violet Wallis (Shiela Burrell), who col¬ 
lects every picture, bust and memorabi¬ 
lia of English lords, viceroys and royalty 
with a vengeance, and Mr Jones (Rashid 
Karapiet) who is still grieving for his 
dead wife. The funily cook, Elliot, likes 
to cross-dress and do Marilyn Monroe 
impersonations. 

Muriel’s tantrums get wrase with the 
arrival of a new lodgar, an English girl 
named Lydia. She avidly hates the 
English for deserting the Anglo-Indians 


and is not prepared to put up with a mem- 
saheb in the same house. But when 
Lydia scuttles Chakravartty’s devious 
plans, the residents prepare for a garden 
dance, with banncns, lights and music, 
against the backdrop of communal 
tension. 

Ayub Khan-Din’s first play. East is 
East, was about the peculiar predica¬ 
ment faced by a young man, the sun of 


abandoned her. 

One does not get any of the lovely 
sing-song Anglo-Indian accent, probab¬ 
ly because l^ndoners would perhaps 
not be able to relate to it. The play also 
falls apart slightly at the end when the 
commual violence erupts into riots bet¬ 
ween students and RSS activists with 
Chakravartty caught in the middle. The 
BJP did not exist as a potent force so 
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an English woman and a Pakistani man, 
and his search for an identity. Last 
Dance... is similar in that it is aiw about 
people who are struggling to come to 
terms with a loss of identity. The charac¬ 
ters have been painted in a sympathetic 
light, despite their idiosyncracies. There 
is Mrs Jones, who imagined she was at 
Beachy Head every time she went to 
Gopalpur-on-Sea thou^ she had never 
visited Beachy Head had only seen 
it in picture post-cards; Viedet, who hat¬ 
ed dte natives and had disowned her 
own dau^ter for marrying an Indian; 
and Di^hne, endlessly moaning for Pon- 
dichoiy and her French general who 


much in 1981, the period the play is set 
in, as it is today. 

In East is East, Khan-Din was on 
familiar territory in England, but with 
Lost Dance... he is abit at sea, having set 
his play in Calcutta where the intense 
political semario is more Left-wing 
than BJP. Yet, on the whole. Last 
Dance... turns out to be a very wtjoyable 
imxlucticm, with an excellent cast and a 
moving story-line about a lonely and 
derelict community which has bera liv¬ 
ing on the edge, for as long as one can 
remember. • 
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Nirad C. Chaudhuri 


n her introduction to a book by 

I Amiya Chaudhurani, Amita 
Malik had quipped that the author 
had had to put up with an ‘acerbic 
husband' for a long time. The hus¬ 
band in question is, of course, Nirad C. 
Chaudhun whose death last Sunday at 
hts Oxford home is being mourned inter¬ 
nationally by his friends and admirers. 
Malik’s choice of the word ‘acerbic’ 
suits no less any description of Niradba- 
bu as author. In his long career as writer 
since he published The Autohioamphy 
of an Unknown Indian in 1951. Niradba- 
bu has evoked extreme reactions in the 
minds of a wide variety of educated Indi¬ 
ans. especially Bengalis. Ills detractors 
called him names privately and openly 
dismissed his achievements as a trifle 
too meagre. 

He has indeed wntten nothing that 
has not drawn flak from his critics and 
cv<»n from his admirers He has made 
stinging ciimments on our nationalist 
politics, i)ur leaders and intellectuals, 
our wars with Pakistan and China, and 
has not spared even our most widely wor¬ 
shipped national icons — Gandhiji and 
Netaji. He has had the perverse capacity 
to bounce back in reckoning - - howcvei 
much wc tned to ignore him— with the 
publication ol each new book, always 
raved about in the British and American 
pi css 

Over the years, there has been a 
certain shilt in out attitude towards him. 
We have come around to accept him. on 
his own terms, as a writer of no mean 
power, ‘a master of English pro.se' who 
could choose his words and phrases 
which best displayed his razor-sharp wii 
and intellect. We have akso discovered 
more virtues m bis dogged adherence to 
his own views, however unpopular, than 
in the frequent changing of political affi¬ 
liations and ideologies by many of our 
veterans whom we had once highly ovei - 
rated. Chaudhuri's death news last Mon¬ 
day became a front-page item in all the 
leading dailies, and each of them earned 
long obits written often in effusive 
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C haudhuri was born in a remote dis¬ 
trict town of Kishoreganj in Mymen- 
singh (now in Bangladesh). He had deve¬ 
loped a deep attachment to its green rive¬ 
rine landscape, which showed whenever 
he wrote about the place, recalling it in 
vivid nostalgic detail. He left Kishore¬ 
ganj finally in 1927 but never felt quite 
at home in any other place. Even in 
Oxford, where he spent the last 29 years 
of his life, he felt ‘deracinated*. 

His .schooling began in Kishoreganj 
(in no English-medium schiwl') and con¬ 
tinued in Calcutta. Though bom in 
1897, Niradbabu was a true product of 
the 19th Century Indo-British cultural 
encounter that brought new learning and 
enlightenment, at least for the native 
elite. But the encounter was nearly over 
by the time he came to Calcutta as a ten- 
year-old boy. In his tens and twenties. 
Niradbabu grew up in Calcutta, imbib¬ 
ing a Renaissance inheritance, as he 
watched with horror the incipient decad¬ 
ence all around him. which he success¬ 
fully resisted in his personal life with 
singular and determined effort 
He cared little for a straitjacket formal 
education though he got a first, majoring 
in history in his BA. What mattered to 
him were his diverse intellectual pur¬ 
suits. He spared himself no pain to 
master every discipline that interested 
him. be it Greek history or French and 
German literature; Western or Indian 
classical music; art or oimithology; 
bookbinding or typography. This he did 
with no worldly prospect in view, urged 
solely by a disinterested humanist thirst 
for knowledge. The upshot was a spell 
of grinding poverty, which plagued his 
life till the end of the Thirties — long 
after he married Amiya Chaudhurani in 
1932. But this did not frighten him into 
submission, nor forced him to flinch 
from his ideal that uncriticised life is not 
worth living. Instead of dissipating in 
frustration, he emereged all the stronger, 
forming staunchly independent views 
and courageously expressing them 
against the majority opinion. In 1928, he 
worked briefly as assistant editor of The 
Modem Review and later, worked as the 
personal secretary of Sharat Chandra 
Bose. This was the opportunity to watch 
national leaders like Gandhi, Nehru and 
Subhas Chandra Bose from close 
quarters and study in detail the trends of 
the nationalist movement. This experien¬ 
ce has been documented in the second 
part of his autobiography. Thy Hand, 
Great Anarch, published on his 90th 
birthday. 


! In 1937, Chaudhuri was working as a 
radio commentator on international 
affairs in Bengali, but joined the AH 
India Radio only in 1942, in Delhi. Dur¬ 
ing the war, when our nationalists glee¬ 
fully welcomed Nazi victories and 
thought Hitler was fighting our war 
against the British. Niradbabu support¬ 
ed the latter in his radio commentaries. 
He was, nevertheless, a suspect in the 
eyes of the British government for his 
assiK'iation with the leaders of the nation¬ 
alist movement and his public exposure 
of the despicable anti-Indian stand of the 
local government officials and the Brit- 
sh community. 

Working rigorously i'or four months, 
he completed a manuscript. Determined 
not to publish the book in India he sent it 
to London, to an agent who would find 
him a prestigious publisher. When Mac¬ 
millan published the book in 1951, it 
became an instant success and almost 
overnight, Nirad C. Chaudhuri became 
an author of international fame. 



The book was greeted with unending 
fusillades of abuse in the Indian press. 
At a time when nationalist euphoria was 
at its peak in the wake of achieving Inde¬ 
pendence. Chaudhuri’s book upheld Bri¬ 
tish imperialism, bemoaning its disap¬ 
pearance. blaming the revivali.st Hindu 
nationalism for impeding the process of 
progress that had a spectacular beginn¬ 
ing in the 19th Century. But nothing — 
heaps of abuse and ridicule, personal 
harassments by government officials, 
another spell of poverty — could stop 
him from swimming against the cuirent. 

His next book, A Passage to England 
(1959), a stimulating and vivid account 
of his first six-week trip to England and 
France, proved that Autobiography... 


was not an one-off success. Writing in 
The Guardian, Bernard Levin found in 
"this blazing, humbling book... an intel¬ 
lect which would be outstanding in any 
.society". "He writes English like an 
angel," wrote The New Statesman. The 
Continent of Circe (1965), won him the 
Duff Cooper Prize, awarded for the first 
time to an Asian author. His first major 
book in Bengali, Bangali Jibone Ramo- 
ni (Women in Bengali Life), was releas¬ 
ed in 1968. Written with a profound 
understanding of the women who figure 
in the life and literature of Bengal, the 
essay is an extremely readable historical 
document. 

C haudhuri left Delhi in 1970 and settl¬ 
ed in Oxford. He had gone to Eng¬ 
land primarily for research work in the 
Bodleian Library. He had been commis¬ 
sioned to write a life of Maxmueller by a 
renowned British publisher. In Oxford, 
he was at his most productive as an 
author. Within a span of 27 years, he 
wrote countless articles for the British 
and Indian press and published four 
major works in English — The Scholar 
Extraordinary (1974), Clive of India 
(1975), Hinduism (1979), Thy Hand. 
Great Anarch (1987) and Three Horsent 
en of the New Apocalypse (1997) 

He had managed to retain his verve, 
edgy wit and sharp intellect despite his 
advancing years and failing health. With 
an ‘old man ’ s frenzy ’. he scathingly enti- 
cised the decadence, not only of the 
Bengalis and Indians but also of the Bri¬ 
tish and the Western culture. Age never 
mellowed him — he never softened his 
altitude, nor budged an inch from the 
radical views he had expressed in his ear¬ 
ly writings. His angry Jeretmahs, 
however, had their roots, in his passiona¬ 
te attachment to his own people and cul¬ 
ture and at the same time to Western cul¬ 
ture which, in his own time, was repre¬ 
sented by the British. 

Niradbabu had a phenomenal memo¬ 
ry. He never kept any notes or diary. Eve¬ 
rything that he wrote about his life and 
public events in India and abroad, besi¬ 
des all the quotes from varied texts that 
frequently occur in his writings, were all 
recalled from memory. Every time I visit¬ 
ed him in Oxford, he would regale me by 
reciting songs and lyrics, even cantos 
from epics. He would quote passages of 
prose freely to illustrate his point while ; 
discussing topics which could be anyth¬ 
ing from the antiquity of Sanskrit langua¬ 
ge to the Vulgate Bible. • 

UtmnmmU M ^m idmr/CaleiiHm 
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“Atthough man's body is 
perishable, his mind is not. 
K’s immortal" 


Nirad C. Chaudhuri on the riddles ofhuman lexistence 

Nirad C. Chaudhuri never got over the death ofAmiya Chaudhuri—his wife 
of 62 years—in 1994. When NikhitSarhar, senior journalist, Amndabazar 
Patrika, sent him a letter of condolence, Chaudhuri vm»r^ hack, sharing with 
Sarkar his ideas about death and man’s purpose in the grand design of this 
inscrutable world. It was Chaudhuri's express wish that the document he 
published otdy after his death. ” You wilt do me justice as well as a great favour 
if you publish this letter with the news ofmy death," the note read. Translated 
excerpts: 


( began thinking about death from 
w early age. All my life I hav« 
been doing ^t, for 1 had the Idea 
that it is impossible to live withtmt 
coming U) terms wi& death. 1 have 
written a lot on tiw autgect, ctrculat* 
ed my o^ons on it. ^ ail that h»l 
to do Mih my own. dead), t had nol 
thought about die deaths of odier 
pecgde. But it is one thing toholdfrr- 
tfa on death and quite anodwr to Mse it 
haigxoing... 

In my youngdays I had read aeom> 
meat by Sk Ihonms Biawatt, —, 
'The time liar sutpasttith 

ifie Day.* But that doesaHawaaduit 


die world itself differentiates bm^ 
ween die two. The world will imnain 
die same through ail time to come, 
the ctMnment is ajgilicable only to 
dw existence of human bditga oh 
eardi. What it meaasis dud toyman 
the duration pf ^sUeilit 
time of the Uving is frcr jims Itm Hkt 
no-mopa darkness of dtedead. What 
man is left widi are only thememm'- 
iea.of tte dead and die meethigs wtdi 
thellvang.... ^ 

|o fsr, I had beat eiigirbssed in dm 
of die liv»^ l imver 
tl^ght pt dw dadt nt^da of «ler* 

Fttmi dial di^ ea, aUiough 


physical exisienoe is kidie feaftholf 
die day, my has. fravtikd td 
thatofdbenigitt.. 

Since I consldm’ toy iSe as a 
petty vested in a i«i^ttu«.I«Beiio 
reason why I Should taidit or dihdc: of 
it as of no ccaisetpience... 1 am wrh< 
tng ail the time because of das cmir 
viction; I have plans for a boOh in 
English'*'*. 1 do not know ff TO be 
able to do that, but one aev« 
knows... 

But now I have a particular pro* 
btem which I cannot solve, I 
don't think 1 ever will. And 
When one thinks of die highest dot' 
ies of m^. surely it seems that mmt 
is die wwld’s ‘chosen one*. The 
things diat the world itself could not 
create, and probably never can, hhas 
entrusted man with the duties c^peir 
forming them. Fiiat. creating new 
matter—from the poinl of view of 
aesthetics, creating archimcbUb. 
paintings, sculpture; from die ^ncr 
tional point trf view, creating madii*, 
nes of ail kinds, from the lunip of 
stone to the rot^. And 8m, die 
wceld has entrusted man with Sonie- 
dimg greater—die task of crm^ a 
world of the mind. 

The greatness of die rorntTs i 
lies in itt idnlity to create mid!ec«f^ 
that too took shape from % timid. 
Man has created ihmtise ids 
mind’s eoe^, he has devefr^ied an 
understanding of die worid, ffiid now 
is uyu% to cmutoi mens beyond dte 
woiid. iTie Spani^ impair «a vain¬ 
ly called die earth a ‘non-Miffictetit 
oibis’ (dns world would not be strffi- 
ciait). Modem man has made ftis 
old imperialism work. Al&ot^ 
man’s l^y is paishaWe, his mind is 
not. It's immcntal. 

Why thai did die weald puah^ 
mankind with death? As individuate,. 
men are like sacrificial iambs to die 
wtald. The world makes him weak to 
its own end and then kills him Idee a 
rothless ascetic. One could k’s 
God's win. fri my chihdioech I |lted;> 
heard a devcnicBial song 
passionate one. why,are ypo ,so, 
craelT Man wtd always aidcf^ dte' 
tressed ^gusticni te the W(^, wti^. 
win go unanswe^. I too will 
widi die same question on my mhtd 


'Th* tl«y AiiWs nrMWW 
**ni«*HgMffl8n«ntaite«Mtew» 
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I t was business as usual at the Congress headquarters at Akbar Road. The publicity committee 
was holding its daily meeting at 11 am in the media centre. The chairman of the committee. 
Kapil Sibal. was talking about the telecom scam. "We must coordinate with (Sitaram) Yechu- 
ry on this," he told his colleagues. A few minutes later, a call was made to Gujarat Bhavan and 
the .state legislature party leader was asked to come over. The committee had decided to raise 
the issue of attack on the minorities at that evening's press briefing. 

In another room, Mani Shankar Aiyar’s Man Friday, the much-maligned Venkat, was fishing out 
old newspaper clippings for former OSD. ministry of finance, Mohan Guruswarny’s attack on the 
government. Apparently, Jagdish Tytler needed a copy. But in his room, Tytler was busy photocopy¬ 
ing a picture of Atal Behari Vajpayee being fed a laddoo by the newly-elected chief minister of 
Haryana, Om Prakash Chautala. "Do you recall the names the BJP called this chap during Meham?" 
he told his colleagues. "And now, look at this," 

Things weren’t too different at the BJP office in Ashoka Road. 

During one of the party’s campaign committee meetings chaired by L.K. Advani, one of the BJP 
leaders fished out a cartoon that had appeared in Newsweek. This depicted the Pakistanis as moaning 
the fact that Sonia Gandhi had not been in power during Kargil, because, read the caption. 
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COVERSTOIIY 



The campaign strategy of both 
^ camps is best summed up in one 
iine: while the Congress wants 
this to be a Congress versus BJP 
campaign, the BJP would like 
this to be a Vajpayee versus 
Sonia battle 


no liahan has ever w on a w ar m the history 
ot the world And the likes ol Advani. Venkaiah 
Naidu and Sushma Swaiaj weie chortling ovci 
this piece of witticism. After the meeting they 
tiooped out, and solemnly assured the press, 
that, of course not, they would not make Soma 
l^andhi’s origins an election issue 

But Sonia knows that her nationality will be 
one of the issues that the BJP will 


Wrtitag 

mtlMMnl 



■■"•■"■■"I"’".. . . 

mtttA»nextekc^nsi»2OOO0r3^? 
SiPmdthemxtpolls will iw in2000 

Bos ki rah Iambi 
Maiatosorahatha 
Abtm hi baiao mein kya karoo 
Mv^kekyamdoom 
Kargil ho raha tka 

mBHuga j 

• Explosion of Pd(hrm4 was felt in Islamabad 
Explosion of Pokhran-U ms felt in Kargil 

• Sabkomanawimkathakaam 
Ab turn hi batao, kaise samhaloo 
Aloopiyazkedaam 

fThi fmriMiMiH M tasy 

contral Ik* |Nfm of Miiofls aiid poMo^ 

• bitnda guest is God 

That's why the Staines ' children were murdered 

• ^PtebiraolVilpiqrwnrlertt^ 

MMUHMMfi) 

KyonhuaKargiP 

Kyon hua Kargil? 

(Mv happM?) 



• TeesHbaariAtalBehari 

• (NrtorwilhtMimiNmls} 

Can ym read this? 

She (Smia)€an't read Hindi. How will you 
communicate? 

• instead cfJRasta Roko, it's Pasta Roko 

• ffindhatm V^foyee’sdteman 

•' We hem dki^r, they have a reader 
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K to be much more difficult to work ma than he imagined. Sitting in the Raj Bhavan that 

toeing to mte BJP kaders on tite lawn amide. Finally, Mahajan came 
dkftate mit was not prepared to dHgn with the MGP, because the BJP believed it could 

^ diemviBing ^the BJP‘s state mit. He etqikUned that die BJP needed to be more gene- 
tihe issue was tpfmh dte.govemmentat the Centre? 

Jim ^tmkewi^lk0e BJP mits, who fedevery alliance costs their party seats. 


- e 


lAnd 

p^^l^Sid^vtsdtsiiB 
flifr thfNffTT riiniltdtfr ' 

V in tbe Assoat)^ 

(»ie vote nulEM 
djcK 

lu^en^y dba^oi^ 
i^beentiUQgt 


I* '■-• 





iPlilMi&atthe'C^^ 


ijlli^ 9ke'«^ 

pllpll^^'ptelioaoiay ' 
dP^cededie 0^ 
laiBr. For, at 
camca 




• 






* ■‘‘T^ 


'■'* ^‘•.p ~ ”' 











bewitderra ^want Singh diA\ he did 
wAifati. (be £0^ |l ie Yji^^w’s 

■ WJi!.', ^-i .’■Ttii" '}-'■?-a',•; 


Ctsastfiy, ttw BIP $iBte iinit is 
wi& Bm CliBC’s decis^ 
sS^asiiiiayflnoineseBts (othe snul- 
hr ayfa^ (be TiQBibMga Rajiv Con- 

i(ftii^Skhojik^ 
ly'i.OttiesahlMt mi^isabsd his 
aahappliiess o^w(iibtlMB^ajRi»o> 
Sufi cfgiMag ilkethgp'fbei 
911* comi^'. Haiwevis, the Gmttie 
has despatched Umon ministffi' P.R. 
Kttn)arBmaBgalaiB~^ an L.K. Advar 
la toyatist heoomea 

&aqaeid N^8ttor;(o w.^hS3-^to 


Rffls's repecsed visits to Race Course 
Road have fi^Qy paid off. Ihe BJP 
has agreed to 8tQ>ptst him—not. 
fiom Mfindi bid ffom Siuinla, a seat 
adil^ttefHBty has not wcm since 
A^, odth a very stronger 
BOM pteM»ce^^ocMistini(aK^^ 
Ji^^ance (rf'aBJPaiii&^ 
temakingitdtis'timeaswcJi.Ria . 
game wl^ one vote makes all i^e 
(fifference, supporting Sukh Rant’^i 
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COVER ST(M¥ 



the BJP owes its success in the state 
to it ITic BJP thinks othmvise. 
Saroata is also demanding seats in 
other states such as Delhi’s Chandni 
Chowk constituency. In the end, it 
will be Vajpayee’s personal equation 
with George Fernandes that will bail 
out the .situation. 

Wost Bofigal: She may not fight 
the election on the NDA manifesto, 
but Mamaia Banerjee is one of Vaj* 
payee’s staunchest supporters. The 
two talk on the phone tdmost every 
day. Cuirently, the alliaaice is facing 
pr^lems over the Bankura seat, but 
in all probability the BJP state unit 
will be persuaded to concede this to 
the Trinamul Congress. 

Karnataka: When state leader 
Ananth Kumar met the Prime Mini¬ 
ster he said that the state unit was not 
in favour of an alliance with J.H. 
Patel’s Janata Dal. Kumar reminded 
Vajpayee that it was he who had 


ai wayaptuflced oiikt (he ^ 

Thkd Foice in eW it 
(he anti-BJiP vote. $0. why align edtfi 
them now? 

Kumar was KimfKtedrtf ^ fact 
that even aiWPate}, 

Gowda faction would act as the 
Third Force. WWle toe Ceitie is 
keen to accommodate Lcto Shakti A 
toe Assembly level in oni(^ to 
toe alli^e at ^ Centre, toe lood 
BJP unit feels told it has a diooce (d 
forming toe govenanent in toe state 
and would not like to see R.K. Hegde 
become chief ministfa over one eg 
todrcwn.AmiffedM^detoentfaiea- 
tened to withtoaw from toeNDA. 


raise in their campaign. During a televi¬ 
sion interview to Star TV, she said that 
she was not scared of this. "They don’t 
know what .stuff I’m made of," she said. 

According to the party’s media secre¬ 
tary, Tom Vadakkan, the entire issue is a 
non-starter. “She has already given afitt- 
ing reply to this in her Talkatora 
speech," he pointed out. Congress strate¬ 
gists point out that it is only the urban 
middle class that is worried about Soni¬ 
a’s foreign origins. And this was never 
the Congress party’s vole-bank in the 
first place. The rural voter still sees 
Sonia as the desh ki hohu 

However, the BJP is not convinced. 
Says Arun Jaitley, a key player in the 
BJP’s campaign committee, "Sonia is 




Rcalismg tout they wiltheed his vote 
later, the central BJP is putting pres¬ 
sure <m toe state unit to ^oik out a 
com^mise. 


HilpMMK At his swearing-in, Om 
Prtdmto Ctoautak was flanked by 
twnof Atal Behari Viypayee’stoes 
---to<w^ whenever toecunerasinn' 
imdtmaidKrPrtunodMidu^aa^ 

Bnmandes. botoloc^veit^;. 
was MtJuymt who wmked ' 
ipfetoedealwitoChagtolawadlmltie- 
fto fl» PM m each s«to-'Oiose ntoo 
IbioW Vi^yee say lie was quito 
idientod wito this amntgemBtttrf 
^outside siqjpwt’by toeBW’to toe 
Ghwdala govemmem. since it woidd 
easim toe Bidian National LokBid'a 
cottoentton at the Centre. 


fieorge Feriianiies 

the albatross around the Congress’s 
neck. Without her, they cannot get the 
crowds. With her, they cannot get the 
country." 

The campaign strategy of both camps 
is best summed up in one line, while the 
Congress wants this to be a Congress ver¬ 
sus BJP campaign, the BJP would like 
this to be a Vajpayee versus Soma battle. 

A ccordingly, the Congress is con¬ 
centrating its attack on the BJP 
rather than the Prime Minister himself, 
hoping that the party responds in kind, 
"llie BJP’s support ba.se is weak,” says a 
member of the Congress publicity com¬ 
mittee. "But at the same time, there is an 
impression among the people that the 
Congress cannot win. So what the Con- 
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TIk Gonspess omsiilaii 

Ifow flie party is toping to win llte Dimto game 

S tability fonns an esaentiaJ plank the Cong^iess poll marufi^to. CongreMm- 
oi point out the bendits of n one-party rule versus acoaUbitm of }6 to 17 par¬ 
ties. And yet. just last fortnight, the party announced a tie-up with die MOP in 
Goa, and with two factions of the RPl in M^mshtra. And, of course, dine was that 
bit of haggling over seats wldi jayalalitha in Tamil Nadu, with the la<^ conceding 
only 11 out of the 40 seats to the Congress. (TheK was a time when the Congress 
would c<M«est in as many as 28 tn 29 in Tamil Nadu, with ADMK being the senior par¬ 
tner in the Assembly elections. But that was another age.) 

And while announcing the de-up with the RH, state general secretary Madhavnso 
Scindu, in reply to a question, said diat the issue of power-shanng was still open. 

Then, what happened to the famous Panchmarhi declwattim whofe the Cmigt^s had 
decided to face the polls on its own? 

*We iHdn't say that there would be no pre-poll alliances," says Anil Shastn. party 
spokesperson. "We said that there would be no nationai-level dliances, and we are 
sucking to diat. We have only agreed to seat-adjustments or state-level alliances." 

Call it what you like, but a hair is a hair, however much split After its fiasco m 
Apn! this year, the Congress has realised that if it wants to fmm the govemn^nt at the 
Centre, it has to sully its hands in alliances. Which is why leaders Iwve gone out of 
their way to woo both Jayalalitha and Laloo Yadav, <No one missed the irony that 
two of the Congress’s 'cleanest' leaders were sent to Madras to work out a deal with 
someone tainted with corruption scandals ) 

Similarly, there were many wdio would have loved to have been present when 
Laloo Yadav went calling on Sonia Gandhi. But it takes more than a dinner at 10 Jan- 
path to appease the Yadav. He knows that the Congress needs him and he is not prepa¬ 
red to concede more than 15 .seats—^and most of these in south Bihar, where the Con¬ 
gress has no base He is also demanding seats tn other states, such as the East Delhi 
constituency. 

But. while the BJP is still new to the game, Congressnum are old hands at playing 
coalition politics—regardless of what they said at Panchmaihi. And like the BJP, 
they know its good politics to concede seats in states where it has no presence, such a.s 
Bihar and Tamil N^u. in return for support at the Centre 




Anin Jaltloy: "Evmi p«opl« who 
don't Uko tho BJP, liko Atai Bohmrf 
V^tpayoo” 



KamalNath: "ThoCongroMhaaa 
history of loadorsMp. Tho BJP Just 
cannot eompoto” 


gross campaign needs to do is lo focus 
on the fact th.it the Congress is going ic 
win," he adds 

In order lo do this, the Congress is 
going to talk about its glorious past anti 
compare that with the negative aspects 
of the BJP led government "Wc an 
going to ask questions like, who brought 
you freedom'' Who brought in hberahs i 
tion ’ Who ushered in the Gicen Revolu 
tionpointed out a parly stiategist This 
will be contiastcd with the scams, scan 
dais and skimiishcs in the ruling party 

The Congress poster senes of the 
'Kaun kahta tha samay kim tha (Who 
said they had little time)''’ line wil' 
fcKus on the fact that whilethe BJP says nr 
didn’t have enough time k put its polic 
ICS into motion, it had enough lime to 
fight with Its allies, to bnng in scam 
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tainted policies and, of course, to take 
the bus to Lahore. "The government a.s a 
whole has failed." pronounces Tytlci, a 
publicity committee member 

"We will raise issues like national 
security and stability," says Vadakkan, 
who orchestrates between the media, the 
advertising agencies and the politicians. 
"It is the fundamental duty of a govern¬ 
ment to protect Its boundaries It has fail¬ 
ed to do so and so had no business being 
in government" 

But, points out Jaitley, whenever the 
country has lost any territoi^, it is the 
Congress that has been in power. "We 
lost one-third of Kashmir and .^(),(MK) 
square kilometres of north-east, when 
the Congress was ruling," he says 

The thrust ol the BJP campaign will 
be on Atal Behan Vajpayee. Party strate¬ 
gists talk about his Teflon-coated tinagc 
and his feel good factor "There is a very 
high comfort level as far as Vajpayee is 
concerned." .says Jaitley. "hven people 
who don’t like the BJP like him." 

It is precisely this lact about the Prime 
Minister that has prompted Jairam 
f^amesh to make cracks about Vaj¬ 
payee’s alliance with the BJP. "The Con¬ 
gress has a history of leadership," .says 
Kamal Nath, "The BJP just cannot 
^ compete." 

Both sides will talk about the econo¬ 
my, the Kargil episode and law and 
order These are the main issues. What is 


While the Congress is 
going to talk about its 
giorious past and 
compare that with the 
negative aspects of the 
BJP-led government, the 
thrust of the BJP 
campaign wili be on Atai 
Behari Vajpayee 


equally important is the packaging. 

T he Congress made the first move It 
changed the montage in the press- 
briefing room Instead of dull portraits 
of Congress leaders, the background 
now has the Congress colours and the 
parly symbol Soon after, the BJP com¬ 
pleted the construction of its new press- 
bnefing room In contrast to the earlier 
cramped quartcis, this one is much lar 
ger, with state-of-the-art airconditioii- 
ing and comfortable chairs The Con¬ 
gress was quick to .scoff at this. "We 
showed taste and good str.itegy in chang¬ 
ing the montage. What did they do? All 
they have is money at their di.sposal. So 
they gel ACs and cover their .seats with 
white puff, [t’s a typical pun Jit approach 
to life'" .said a niembei of the publicity 






committee 

Congress strategists feel that they 
have already stolen a march over their 
rivals as lar as poll-preparedness i.s con¬ 
cerned. The contracts have been given to 
the advertising agencies (Sony, Madis- 
son Bombay and Concept); their mani- 
fe.sio will be out by the end of the first 
week of August w'hile the NDA will 
release its on 16 August. The Congress 
also claims lo have a ‘surpn.se’that will 
counterbalance any effect that Vaj¬ 
payee’s 15 August speech might have 
on the nation. "We are ready with our 
plans while the BJP is napping or eating 
laddoos or whatever they do in their 
spare time," said a Congress strategist. 

Although vi.thram (rest) is an integral 
part of the RSS time-table tor the day, 
the BJP IS not s|vending all its time slee¬ 
ping, as the Congress seems to suggest. 
The advertising campaign, which is 
being handled by Pramod Mahajan, 
.Arun Shourie and Arun Jaitley has been 
more or less finalised. The thrust of the 
campaign will be to portray the BJP as 
the patriotic party. V'ajpayee will be 
shown as the country’s very own, home¬ 
grown leader, while Sonia will be the 
alien, videshi factor And Anil Shastri's 
quip of the NDA being the National Dis¬ 
aster Alliance will be countered by the 
fact that it was not the alliance but the 
Congress that split during the run-up to 
the elections. 
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failure was oq 
fovemnieiu 

warnings. A(al Vt^yee was 
aWju« ^ t)|e kiriSitr^n even at the 
time he too^ tiite tnic t6 l^oie. ^ a 
resuh. over <<^'Kddier5 ihed. 


Mh We applaud the notary action. 
Kargil has created a highly patriotic . 
environmeiK of a victorious (Ui^iop. 
But die Congress wants to tee de^ 
even in victory. It is isgmdaUe diat 
400javvons d^, but they died 
defendmg tmr la^. \t%at about ^ 
Lanka u^iDn neariy 1.200 Imhim 
soldiers died, de^niding a foreign 
land? 




CMIgNlifl In Sri Lwkaivvewe^ 
ddngoor dirty as a p^ice-«eepii^ 
1%ia is part of omr iidbritatitmal 
conunititient to keep peace in the 
region. You cannot compare dtis 
with Ktdgtl which is a questirm ol^. 
national security. The govwnmi^ 
did nodpng except go with-a begging 
bowl aroundihe world seeking 
support. What difdcumttic vkfory? in 
the end, it was third-pariy 


intervention by BUI Clinton that 
persuaded the Pakistanisto withdraw. 

IMPS TheOongresserfusedtobe part 
^ the war effort md now they sure 
refusing tobe part of the victctfy as 
well, ^en die army was fighting, 
we wb» dm chmleafiife. and tb^ 
were tiie chest-bemas. 


IpRIIVIE MINISTER 


tmgnmK Whmi you toe talking 
about (he NDA, a^s Jatmn Ramesb, 
don’t forget the bigj^t alliance of 
diem all—the onewt Viqpayee has 
with the rest of the BJP. He is not 
even t)» BJP's untpralified choice as 
Prime Minister, let alone the 
country's. 


MamioliaiiSiiigli 


Iff! That is all wry well. But whm 
about the Congress? Wiy are they 
not coming out with their candidate? 
Is it Scnia Gandhi or is it Manmohan 
Singh? The country has a ri^t to- - 
know, but the Congress i.s silent 
because they know thm the minute it 
takes Sonia's name, it will lose. 


It is ourtmditKm that We 


never go to the polls with the prime 
ministerial candidate. The CPPwitl 
decide after the polls. 

MBPi When you had a vote-winning 
lea^ like Rajiv Gandbi you did nrrt 
hesitate to project him as your prime 
nUnisiterial candidate. 




OMtfhiia: Who ushered in the 
green revolution? Who brought in 
the computer age? Who ushered in 
liberalisation—though we arc 
pleased that the BJP hasconc^^ to. 
the Congress economics and'i^ its 




















ncotd k>w. And thiii was despile the 
South Asian econcnnic crisis, despite 
the sancrions and delate Kar^, 
*Tbe guns were booming in iu&gtl 
and ^ Sensex was bootniitg 
eJsewhwte;" says Anm Iaid<^. 


BOFORS 


Ww How can dttt!oi^ress ndk 
about corruption? Nar^iinha Rao is 
fac^ corruption chargea mcoort; 
Rryiv Gandhi loi^ etfii^on on 
allegations of kickbacks. And how 
can the Congress ruse Angus at dds 


Mehta episode? Tlie R,K. IMtawan 
and die A.N, Vta^ ri^me? 


CoagNMn; Hus time, we wUl raise 
the issue of die Bofors gun. The 
government has admitted that it 
could not do without the gun to drive 
the infiltrators out of India. The 


I POKHRAN-II 


CoRiMWK Pokhran-II brcaight 
P^istiUi on par with hidia 


And both sides are wooing the media. 
Sonia Gandhi has emerged from isola¬ 
tion and is now meeting reporters cover¬ 
ing the Congress, albeit on an informal, 
off-the-record basis. To help her interact 
with individual members. Sonia’s strate¬ 
gists have given their president a brief 
bin-data of the journalists that she would 
be meeting. Her recent television appear¬ 
ance is all part of the meet-the-peoplc 
strategy. 

Another suggestion made by the 
publicity committee is that party leaders 
should interact more with journalists 
and give them feedback to their stories 
— regardless of the fact whether they 
are positive or negative. After all, points 
out a committee member, it was the 
media that highlighted the onion shorta¬ 
ge and won the Assembly election for us. 



moral of tte story, says Jairam 
Ramesh, widi a wicked grin, is "look 

It i^notibegun, but the 

deal that wmried us. 


CORRUPTION 


04 iaipMiM'’Thnlclu»nri:s^^ ■ 
t^ii^ggi^ «c^ this country has 
piite' si^s JagdkhTydw. 

Other scuns inclu^ the proposed 
purdiase of aircraft and the Axing of 
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militarily. The fallout of diis Was frdt 
in Kassil. After its new-found 
confr^nce as a nuclefur power, 
Pakistan dared to cross the IxiC. 

■iifh'Ccmgtess ‘ i' 

toying wM the idea of testing 
I^ifcbnat-fl. but they eotddn't 
aommofi up the courage to do it. The 
gttqmr,are sour. The tetds were 
essential forlndia'seititkinat sectni^ 
ime^sts. Pakistan doesn’t need «y 
provocation to fight with India: what 
happened in 19657 What about 1971 ? 


BSE 

And with barely two months to go 
before the polls, things are just beginn¬ 
ing to turn nasty. Unfortunately, the 
ones that will get caught in the crossfire 
are the two leaders: Sonia will have to 
put up with cracks about her accent by 
knicker-wallahs speaking impeccable 
Hindi; and for their part, Congressmen 
have already begun looking for ways to 
pun foster son-in-law with faster 
sons-in-law. 

The campaign for the 1999 Lok 
Sabha polls has begun. • 

PrtyaSakgal/MmwOaM 
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NEWSWATCH 


The Shiv Sena is trying 
to improve its poll 
prospects in 
Maharashtra by 
cashing in on the 
disenfranchisement of 
Bal Thackeray 


"Gtin’o se kaho hum Hindu ham... 
Hindustan Hinduon ka hai... Nahi k'\tke 
haapka..." 


T his inflammatory speech made 
12 years ago while campaign¬ 
ing for Assembly by-polls has 
cost Shiv Sena chief Bal 
Thackeray his right to vote and 
contest any elections until the year 2001. 
On 28 July, the Election Commission 
debarred the Sena Supremo from cast¬ 
ing his vote or contesting polls for six 
years with effect from 1995. His name 
was struck off the voters’ list of Bandra 
Constituency, where he resides 
Thackeray had made a "communal as 
well as a jingoistic .speech" at a Ville Pai - 
le rally while campaigning for a Sena 
candidate. Ramesh Prabhu. during 
Assembly by-polls m 1987. However, 
after the elections, the losing Congress 
candidate, Prabhakar Kimte, had filed a 
Writ urging the Bombay High Court to 
declare Prabhu's election "null and void 
on the grounds of corrupt practices 
under Sections 12.5 (2), (3) and (38) of 
the Representation of the People Act 
(RPA), 1951" — it states that a candida¬ 
te should not be allowed to seek votes m 
the name of religion. In 1989, the High 
Court had accepted the petitioner’s 
claim and set aside Prabhu’s election, 
simultaneously stating that Thackeray 
had violated the provisions of the RPA 
and debarred him from contesting elec¬ 
tions for SIX years along with Prabhu 
Subsequently, the Sena chief filed a 
special leave petition in the Supreme 
Court. However, a three-member Bench 
headed by the then Chief Justice J.S. 
Verma finally upheld the High Court’s 
verdict in December 1995. Since then 
the state government had been dragging 
its feet on the case and it was only in 
November 1997 that the secretary of the 
Maharashtra Assembly referred the mat¬ 
ter to President K.R Narayanan. The 
President, m turn, referred it to the Elec¬ 
tion Commission to decide on the nature 


Blessing 



and degree of Thackeray’s punishment. 

"Is this what a democracy is? I pity a 
dem(x:racy that took away my right to 
vote," was how the Sena chief reacted to 
this news. Saamna, the Sena’.s mouthpie¬ 
ce. quotes him: "The fun is that 1 had tak¬ 
en a decision never to contest an election 
in my entire life. So what is the use of 
this punishment?" However, a few days 
after the EC’s decision, a high-level dele- 
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gation of Sena leaders led by former 
chief minister Manohar Joshi met state 
chief electoral officer. D.K. Shankaran, 
urging him to get the order revoked — 
"as it has hurl the sentiments of the Sena 
workers and has created unrest." 

Meanwhile, counsel for Kuntc, the 
original petitioner, has sent a legal noti¬ 
ce to the EC, challenging its decision to 
count the disqualification period from 
II Decembei, 1995. His contention is 
that under Section 8(A) of RPA, dis¬ 
qualification takes place from the date of 
the Order passed by the President, in this 
ca.sc, from July 1999 

w With Lok Sabha and As.sembly by¬ 
polls scheduled for September, the 
Opptisition parties are gladly turning the 
disenfranchisement ol Thackeray into 
an election issue. Both the Nationalist 
Congress Party and the Congress 
believe that this is the beginning of the 
end of the saffron alliance, especially 
that of the Sena. Says Chhagan Bhujbal. 
former Sena Icadci and slate chicl ol the 
Ncp "Thackeray's reputation and cTcdi - 
bility has been badly taniished, he has 
lost the moial light to lead the Shiv 
Sena On what credentials will he seek 
voters foi his party’ The coalition 
government's end will be worse than 
^ expected " Agrees Maharashtra Pradesh 
Congress Committee chief Pratapran 
Bhosle. "The EC’s decision will have an 
adverse impact on the Sena-BJP in the 
polls. The sallron alliance, especially 
the Sena, has ruined whatever slim chan¬ 
ces It had of gaining even a lespectful 
number of seats." However, the Sena's 
stale ally— the BJP—has reacted with 
rather cautious optimism Speaking to 
tnediamen, deputy chief minister Gopi- 
nadi Munde said that, "The decision 
against Thackeray would be counter¬ 
productive and would spread discontent 
among the people. Instead of harming 
the alliance in elections, it would immen¬ 
sely benefit it." 

B oth the Shiv Sena and their detrac¬ 
tors are trying to gam political milea- 
1. ge from the development. "The news 
" could not have come at a much better 
time," a few Sena leaders privately 
admit. Some have even termed it a "bles 


sing in disguise". Quite a turnaround, 
considering the Sena’s initial reaction of 
shocked silence. The Sena chief himself 
believes that the "people will vote with a 
vengeance against the EC’s decision 
and the Sena-BJP will win with a majori¬ 
ty 111 the forthcoming As.sembly by- 
polls" As a senior Sena leader explains: 
"With the party’s political fortunes at a 
low, and no significant issue on the 
Sena’s poll agenda, we were quite at a 
loss. However, the EC’s severe decision 
againsi Balasaheb has handed us an 
ciection-winnmg issue." He further 
informs that the party "will mobilise 


publn. suppoit .tnd appeal to their emo¬ 
tions We will lell people that this is the 
punishment for speaking about Hindut- 
va in a country of Hindus " In fact, as the 
Sena Icadcrstiip informs, the parly s 
new election slogan will be something 
on the lines of If you vote for the Sena- 
BJP. you will he voting on behalf of 
Balasaheb’ 11 hard-core criminals 
like Haji Mastan, Yusuf Patel, Karim 
Lala and Tiger Memon, even Banglade¬ 
shi mfiltiaiors can vote, why can’t Bala¬ 
saheb'.’’ etc 

The Commission’s Order, so the Sena 
leadership claims, has helped pacify the 
disgruntled elements in the jiarfy. Some 
of those who weie about to leave the par¬ 
ty have now decided to slay back and ral¬ 
ly behind the Sena chief. A situation 
quite similar to what happened in the 
Congress w'hen Soma Gandhi resigned 
as the party chief this May. they inform 
"They are outraged and are now out to 
unitexlly seek revenge." Hundreds of 


Shiv Sainiks from the interiors of the 
slate thronged at Thackeray’s residence 
to express their support and solidarity 
with him 

Some political analysts believe ttiat 
the EC’s intention of preventing politici¬ 
ans from delivering inflammatory spee¬ 
ches at election rallies by acting tough 
with Thackeray may well be lost in this 
case. In fact, the EC has unwittingly giv¬ 
en the incorrigible Sena leader an issue 
to fight the prills. Says a political ana¬ 
lyst "Instead of disenfranchi.sing 
Thackeray, the EC should have debarr¬ 
ed him from actively campaigning in the 


elections What Thackeray has said — 
’While 1 cannot cast my vote, I can gar¬ 
ner several hundred votes’ — holds true. 
He may once again trumpet the Hindut- 
va card, this time by saying that this is 
the pumshmeni for espousing Hmdutva 
ideology in a country of Hindus." 

However, Nikhil Wagale, editor of 
Apia MahaiuiMcir and a known Sena- 
baiter, has a different opinion. "The 
Sena is trying to create an issue out of 
Thackeray’s disenfranchisement, but 
they won’t succeed. The people are no 
longer gullible and won’t lie taken in by 
his tactics." He further adds that the 
undercurrent against the alliance govern¬ 
ment for their misgovernance is as 
strong as it was in 1995 when Sharad 
Pawar’s government was voted out of 
power 

For the people’s mandate, one will 
have to wail till September. • 

Km^ml Walla/Bonribmy 



"The decision 
against Thackeray 
would be 

counter-productive. 
Instead of harming 
the alliance in the 
elections, it would 
immensely benerit it" 


"Thackeray's 
reputation and 
credibility has been 
badly tarnished. He 
has lost the moral 
right to lead the Shiv 
Sena" 



CHHAGAN BHUJBAL 
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Murder 
in the 
streets 

Are police encounters an acceptable way of 
bringing down the crime rate? 


T he natiunal capital witnessed 
three encounters between the 
police and criminals in a span 
of ten days last month. One 
was between the Haryana Poli¬ 
ce and some gangsters. It resulted in the 
killing of one gangster and the arrest of 
seven others. No policeman was injuied. 

Encounters always leave behind 
murky tales about police brutality, but 
none of these stories ever see the light of 
day. The most dubious of the latest spree 
of encounters was the one on 23 July out ■ 
side a five-star hotel. Shriram alias Siri- 
ya Pahelwan was killed in police firing 


that ensued just after noon that day. 

Many unmindful passers-by were tak¬ 
en by surprise — it's not everyday that 
one hears gunshots in a public place. "It 
wasjust like a Hindi movie," one passer¬ 
by reacted. One woman entering a mall 
nearby saw the crowd and thought that a 
marriage was on. 

The story would have been complete¬ 
ly different if the victim was anyone 
other than Sinya. Two years ago. two 
businessmen were shot dead in a case of 
‘mistaken identity’ at Connaught Place. 
New Delhi. The commissioner of police 
was transferred and the policemen 



involved are facing a charge of murder 
Yet the piescnt Delhi police commis 
sionei, Ajai Raj Sharma, maintains, 
"Encounters are situational and coinci¬ 
dental " .Alter a lull of nearly two >ears, 
there have been three encounters in a 


i i, ii i ■ii —■ i—ii 

WHO’S WHO IN THE UNDERWORLD 


Pahelwan 

iCpijttM wanted by 

ItK 1^0^ Jiod Police in dif- 

V On 11 July, hk mbh kitht^iped a 
Meenit*<ba8«(L budneticmafi. Swa- 
tiiidisRaste>gi.On 13 My, die family 
fQceiveffaKBtsom call for Rs 5 crore. 
The (sU was traced to Singh 

ittavillagecaUedFanchidi, nsarMee- 
nit> bc^kn^ed to the Smya 

gang. Flnnti di«i twdte UPPoUce Im 
keM a wsddi on Sidya. 

Dc^ Police waa tiding Hemn 
Oujjiar, anodier wanted crimitud. He 
is the right-hand man of Madan 
Bhaiyya, a former MLA from UP 
WIM. g t i gH h i HB t nm |i>fn« 
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Foramlc nperts namlM the ear livan 
IqfSIriya: who firad first? 



row Thai dll ot them should be toinci 
dental is too much ol a coincidence 
In the case ot the Siiiya shoot-out, the 
Delhi Police claims Siriya tired toui 
lounds and in defence the police fired 
two lounds — one hit the windscreen 


and the other hit Siiiya on his head Eye 
witnesses have confirmed Siiiya was in 
a moving car and the pvilite opened tire 
He hit an autonckshaw paiked in front 
ot die hotel 

The question arises whether Sinya 


was shot after his car came to a halt or 
before that. Police claim they hit him 
while he was trying to escape and after 
being hit he lost control In which case 
out police arc as good as our movies 
make them out to be accurate shots who 
get the forehead of a moving target from 
a distance of more than 15 mcties If Sin¬ 
ya was shot after his car stopped—then 
why was he killed and not arrested'^ Poli¬ 
ce prefer to remain quiet except the com¬ 
missioner himself (see interview) 

As far as the Delhi Police is concer¬ 
ned, a departmental investigation prov¬ 
ed that they weie right and their version 
was true in tact, the police thought the 
shoot-out was a show ot exemplary cour¬ 
age by the team entrusted with the task 
and they were all given gallantry medals 
and out of-tuin pioniotions No one 
complained Attei all wasn't society rid 
of another dangerous criminal ^ 

W hile these otficeis and constables 
were being lauded by one and all, 
S S Rathee, accused ol muider in the 
Connaught Place sIkhM out two years 
ago, languishes in jail 

He too, was a decorated policeman 
Seven years ago, he was lauded foi his 
participation in an encounter where Sat- 
bir Singh Guijar, another dreaded cnmi- 
nal, was killed A jail official describes 
Rathee's situation "He was one of our 
finest officers But today he is mentally 


and a known gangster. Siriya ifi close 
to Hmu, and the kidnapping of 
Rastogi was a joint The 

ainount was to be shaitxl aid die final 
ratio was being discussed « Hotel 
Ashde on 23 July. Delhi Hcdice was 
coiiy aware that Madan and Heoiu 
would be meeting to iftrike scffioe deal 
in dd hasdt it di^‘t know that Siriya 
vranld he them — its target was 
Hemn. 

'Draciui^down.SuiyaeventhetJP 
PoUce tuti^ op at Hobet Ashnk. But 
ihi nb^dve was to cemtinue its 
watc^ on Siriya and watdi out for 
some doe wedd lead to the 
{dace wb^ Rastogi was kept 

Howevta^. in die dKcninter did £q 4> 
lowed, Siriya was shot dead 1^ die 
Odhi Bdice undw Ae impmakn 
that he was Hbnu Ot#sr< Ints todc 
die tip Pdke by mnprUe. Mudt to 
die Idwi^sidid, Rasogi was nieas- 



ed on 30 July. 

Widi Stiiya’s death and Madan 
Bhaiyya's arrest, die Honu Ongw 
gang^ become weak. Hiis western 
UP gang specialises in urban kidn^ 
ping and operates in die Deitd* 
Ghaziabad-Mcmtt axis. According 
to B.K. Oupta, DIG Meerut, none dt 
die gangs is now strong as dieir beads 
haveb^arre^. 

Last year, Nafeez Ansari aliiw 
Kalia, who kidnapped a jewHler at 
Meerut, was killed in an tmeouitter. 
M^inder Fa^i, another gai^sM 
fkun the wta, is serving a sentence hi 
Dehra Dun JaU. ‘The threat is low 
but their associates don’t give t^i. 
They are trying to lerngwiiw these' 
gangs again nev« amJly hSUa, 
the problem for ever, snofmover 
Hemu Oo|jar is still at large.* says 
Oupta. • 
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WE ARE A CAPABLE LOr 


Delhi polite commissioner AJai Raj Sharma on the encounters 


H»owh in the farce as 'Dirty 
HarryAjai Rtf} Sharma, peliae com¬ 
missioner of C3»lhi, explmtfS the rise 
in the numl^r of encptmters in the 
capital. In an interview %‘tih Sunoay, 
he talks ahout some of the con¬ 
straints o/ the police whkh may justi¬ 
fy encoi^erg. Vet, he reacts the con¬ 
tention that encotmters are pUinned 
i.operatiom. 

Skjwwy? yow 

Iwen two 

'cncowitm. Ate yent living «p to 
yolfir repiitatfoa? 

AJai Ri^ Sharma: It's not a question 
of reptttMioni Encounters are a mat¬ 
ter of sttuiteon. If a criminal shoots at 
the poKce* police may retaliate in 
self-defence. 

Q: S» wtuA lianmned in the capital 
oo 23 July (ahoot-out nrar Hotel 
AAok) iHiep l^ya Paheiwan was 
Was it purely 
drcBfflstiBitial? 

As Ahsatute|y.v if Sinya hadn’t open¬ 
ed fire ott-us, dwn we wouldn’t have 
^ot him. You roust understand, 
these criminals fail in the hazardous 
or desptaatc category, They can 
jhpotit tttiyeso, Ihey have no fear for 
.theiaw. 

four r(NUMl$, dS of wbhdi missed 
tothetworoitaiillredbythepoU* 
ce wtedhcrecsi and the other 

Mt his head; liow ^0 you explain 
this? 

A: ft shows our pdkoroen are gcKSl 
marksmen. I don’t understand why 
people underestinuite the police for¬ 
ce. We are a capable lot. 

Q: So acciirdiag to ymi, encouiders 
are not (danned in advance? 

A: No, not under me at least. A police¬ 
man has die right to self-defence. 
Sometimes the police in Its ov««kj- 
thusiasro to po^ruro does take fitc 
law in its hands. It’s all done m good 
faith but I ths^ree. I ke^ advtsl)^ 
my juniors not to overdo their redes. 
Do exactly what die law a^s 



and leave the rest. 

Q: blttnmfiutfruahrnthm creeps 
witi^ the force when someone 
th^ Arrest Is rdeased on 1 ^? 

At It happtros especially if die accus¬ 
ed ha^ieils to be someone like 
Madan Bhaiyya with a history of 
qises. But this is m iadivithial pheno- 
Saw apne hath mein nahin 
htih^ an officer must do his duty 
and diat’s sdl. 

Utis phenoroentro is more corn- 
men with offireacs who hsSte llroir 
work far too seriOMslyV i.^ the tell 
you even rot the 

safe path gets .his prerootiions rego- 
iarly, in fact rooieiqpdariy o^t- 
cers who woidd'have .tdl the 
risk while dispensingdieih duty.. . 

Q: Do you mean HiO don’t 
.;jteve much powma ton^ oteef? 

: I 


A: Yes, we do all the hard work and 
the next day you find the criminal 
going scot-free. Even a criminars 
confession to us isn’t con.sidered pro¬ 
of in the court. That’s why I feel we 
should do only that much as required 
by law. Only when inefficiencies 
arise will political bosses think of 
devolution of greater powers. 

Q: In die Siriya case we wnre told 
Delhi Pfdice and VP Pfdtoe were 
woricingwithdtflhrmitohjeidives 
— mid wltti Siriya jhot dead, R. 
became dUlicolt to trace vriiere a 
IddnAM*^ ^^loerut'hased huslii^ 
man was held. 

A; The tarimiiial was in Deli^ 
coidda’ldiey fUPPdlidtf] iitfetw us 
in advance? Instead diey kept it a 
secret—this was poor co^ina^,. 
We have now decided to bdld 
lags every month and a at 
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' broken. The senior officers were traiiii- 
my tevdl every quarter, This shcwtld ferred, while he faces the charge of 
inwove murder." 

1 It would be naive to believe that all 
a Qj Are .Qucoontere Wt efTrettve encounters are accidents The police 

* dt^etre^toreilldreilS? always explain encounters as an act of 

At Very effeeliVc. Thewph^s {cri- self-defence and it is true that usually it 

nsiiials] are scared of Ihewt like hell. is the victim who fires first. But many 

'Hw crime rate dips itBiwediaiely. the- scmoi police officials told Sonoav that 

re^s no denying ftat, But that doesn't a majority of the police encounters are 

mean police , starts condactitig lake and pre-planned’, 
encounters ho jaye to olag boat However, several felt that encounters 

were the only w ay to get rid of dreaded 
criminals. "These criminals have no fear 
Are you conviared that the two of law it you book them within 24 



encounters in your tinse are The car of a Delhi businessman killed in 

genuine? a shootout: mistaken identity? 

A: All encounters under me, now or 


in the past, are genuine. I am satisfied 
with the reports given to me by 
senior officers in this case. In fact I 
have given all the seven involved in 
both the encountCTS out-of-tum {wo- 
motiuQs. b motivates the police. 


Q: There was a casr^lwo years ago 
vdfen two busincs^en wipe kWed 
bi‘4i cane of niistidan Mendlty — 
three hiare no encounters after 
&aiLltm seem to have rretarted 



hours, they arc out on bail. They threat¬ 
en police witnc.sscs who eveinually turn 
hostile Encoisiitci'i aic the only way to 
punish them" 

Many cue Puniab as a ptcriect exam¬ 
ple whcie police ciicounteis have 
brought peace, especially m situations 
where ciiminals had penetrated the net¬ 
work ol ‘Sikh militants' and often it was 
hard to tell one from another. 

Imposing fear of the law foi that's 
what eneoiinicrs are premised on, has its 
own problems Today, ihc Punjab Poli¬ 
ce is fighting approximately 1.500 cases 
of murder against it in \ arious courts. 

But how appropn.iie would it be to 
compare Delhi with Punjab of the 
Eighties'’ Moreover, encounters do 
more than just establish peace They are 
short cuts to promotions, gallantry 


medals and honour. Also the probability 
that the police may be used as a pawn in 
inter-gang rivalry can’t be ruled out. 
This practice is common among the 
mafia in Bombay. Police encounters are 
shrouded in such suspicions. 

Way back in 1976, Sunder, a dreaded 
criminal, was killed. It was shown as an 
encounter. He was a threat to the late San- 
jay Gandhi and his arrest was urgent. 
Some of his associates were held but 
Sunder was still at large. He finally sur¬ 
rendered through a relative in the army 
in Rajasthan. After which he was trans¬ 
ferred to Delhi by a court order. Two 
days after his arrival Sunder was found 
shot dead. 

The police called it encounter and the 
matter was hushed up. Subsequently in 
1977, the Janata government ordered a 
CBI inquiry The inquiry indicted some 
police officers but lost the case in court. 
Reportedly, the inquiry is yet to be 
closed. How did Sunder die after he sur 
rendered? The question is <•(:!! 
unanswered 

In 1991. a militant was killed in an 
cncountci at Supei Bazaar, Connaught 
Place Though police maintain the milit¬ 
ant was on the run and opened fire on the 
police when he was cornered, reliable 
sources .said that the militant was caught 
by the public Tw'o constables of Delhi’s 
West district who happened to be there 
tied his hands and legs. He was handed 
over to the chasing policemen — yet he 
was killed in an encounter. How? Sour¬ 
ces say he was shot at point-blank range 
by the office! chasing him No action A 
few days later the officei was promoted 
and rewarded as well 

In another case, u few years ago, 
Delhi Police (South) killed Fundy, a cri¬ 
minal, in an encountei at Agra A month, 
later Fundy was anested by Delhi Police 
(North). Then who was killed in Agra’’ 
Delhi Police says the man killed in .Agra 
was only an associate of Fundy and on 
discovering this, the search for Fundy 
restarted. 

If this was the case, then why did the 
jxilicc wait for Fundy’s anest to clarify 
the Agra encounter'’ For a month people 
were given the impression that Fundy 
was dead while he still loamed at large. 
I’hc police’s efforts to hide details of 
encounters raise doubts about their 
authenticity 

D elhi Police remains divided on whe¬ 
ther encounters are a deterrent An 
official who has participated in many 
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SHARMA’S LIMITS 


Cm ihe metms Just^ the end? 



In Ibe lue milit»ncy 

IwDs at Us peak in Pw^ 

<if rocltie (^uxffs fnmt tUe 
denity weie sent to this vUmcemim 
state to understand bow tUe laweitfor* 
cement agencies weee meeting (he 
challenge of insurg^mcy. 

During ^ir visH to the faead- 
9 wu(er& at Otaniqpuh, the^ vfcit 
ittfoitned thtd an enoounter had taken 
{dace between the Sikh 

tmiitams at a police station. 1h«se 
eager ofiiceiiK rushed to the site to 
ftad outhow the intr^d Punjab Poii' 
ce had snuffed cut the ch^lenge of 
die miUtants. 

They were welcomed by a smiling 
station Imuse officm who 

i^citedly adtelled out detmBSmaut 
his ghcat achievement. He said that 
the mUhaots had tried to attack the 
post to loot weapons. He took dmm 
to a ctmrtyaipd whem Sw encounter 


Smpsten^y, only one wall had 
bullat maiit 9 .ftwa 8 appment thm the 
ImlhUa had tmme from one diiectioi), 
dud is, firaim thefsolioe. The policem* 
m had not even a nidi or gnaa of a 
huHet to show. Four miittmts had 
bean kiUedm dds ^encmmter'. 

For the young ofTtoms. n was their 
cynical hwation into what humsD 
rights groupsdubas ‘encountesr culm* 
ie\ At Chandtgivh, diey were told 
how the chief ndiuiUer and seniw 
police offioeia bad congratulated the 
SHO and his brave mm, who were 
lecommended toe gaUaniry awards, 
ft was anmuntma rmch as these that 
hedped bring Punjab badt to India. 

^counters, Ui s;!^ of the violem 
and cruel impmt, represent a moral 
dUemma for thow who cteploy this 
strategy as wdl as diose who execute 
it. The strategy to kill imlitants and 
criminals without trial stems team 
the thinking that the criminal justice 
system is ioca{»d>lc of dealing with 
such peqile. it is also prmiised on 
the fact diat hardened cnminals do 
not have the right to a fair trial. 

Justification in ktUing di^ 
people lies m the fact diat not only do 
mese offenders draw immtmity horn 


dm same legal system dun diey imbi- 
tuafly violate bm th^ also--'■due to 
dmir financial resmirces — manage 
to lower the revive of those who cm 
bring them to book. 

"While 90 permnt of the encoun¬ 
ters ate fake. 4ey have to be resorted 
to against diose people who by their 
mtions either undermiae dm civil 
society m the Indim nation state. 

are also peoj^ who emoot be 
convicted in a captained a 
senior police official 

Thlslinem^tbinkingdrawsin^nra- 
tion fim Chmakya and the Germ^ 
philoscndier. Heg^, who gave pri¬ 
macy to the state r^ainst the indivi- 
dmd. Chanakya, defined sta¬ 
tecraft fm a legion bidim leaders, 
ftohmaliBed killings md repressiott 
agidmst the memies of the state. 

But Chanakya also assumed a 
benevolent dictmnr drivm by ahruis- 
tic goals, fair and even-handed in 
dealing with his subjects. Indian poll- 
deal and social teadership — tmn 
asunder by corruption, casteism. 
communalism and class ermsidera- 
tk»t$-rr- is too blinkmed, selfish and 
opportunistic to useChanakya’s radi¬ 
os pr^cription for preservation and 
petpetomiem of the stme. 

On the contrary, the rolii^ class 
employs the instrument of encoun¬ 
ters, in many parts of the country, to 



ly usad to psmiidinhiat 
darionandawn^. BlhldiibdW^ate' 
prime exaii^pM where ' 

caste anetests have beM' 
dtotoi^ a fxihcy ai sdmiidvb' 
‘encewatera". ' '■ 

The Brat tinte prdice enconotem 
cmght media mtmtton was in l$hQ. 
At diat time, ViShwanath Prjiiip 
Singh had become the chief mhiiawr 
of OP and wmt about 'ootrecring* 
the pohttcal and social chas^ 
brought abmn by die insef Jmma m- 
tyrule. 

Singh’s reign was ephmnised by 
killings by dai^Ls and pdke encoun¬ 
ters. hitei^tingly. die majority of the 
dacoits on UP PdUce’s hit list were 
Ahirs. In those days. Mulayam Singh 





ftagiatiameMa 

Yadav had accusedSin^of{mpetra- 
dng genocide against members of ids 
caste. 

Mcne recenUy, when the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party govemmmt came to 
powm-in the state, rt promised to take 
on the mafia that luid acquired deq» 
roots due to the patronage of Con¬ 
gress and Smiajwmi Party 
governments. 

Sri Prakash Shvdda. a gunsUr^ 
and extortionist, syrntx^ised the 
maha in UP. Every coaceivaMe 
crone was put against his name. Ife 
was also seen to be a throatto the life 
of chief minister Kalyan Sin^ the 
govmument coustit^ a speetail;, 
task force headed by Ajei IN 
ma dial was mmdated tel 
Shulda. If 
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V.!*. Sliqfi: ldiiilw«MflM WfiM, 
MuuMHitffi VMM Ikt artir •(tki l«r 

The STF found to its hwnw tto 
Shukla, while in Lucknow, sought 
refuge in the houses of mhdsters. 
When the STF sought pennistion to 
raid those houses, Kalyan refused as 
he could not afford to antagonise any¬ 
one in a coaliticm government. 

Finally, destiny caught up with 
Shukla and he was nabbed in Delhi. 
According to police sources, he was 
taken tc UP ai^ killed in an ‘encoun¬ 
ter’. The killing had a deterrent effect 
on other criminals, who began to 
maintain a low pnrfile. 

With Shukla killed. ICalysm and 
his ministerial colleagues—with cri¬ 
minal records —• found STF and its 
intrepid boss Ajai Raj Sharma a bit of 
a nuisance. There was no attempt on 
the government’s part to take actiem 
against those people and fcMdes that 
spawned suc^ criminality or gave it 
proteetkm. Attends wens nuide to 
defuig the STF and Shaitaa. Sicken¬ 
ed by the govetnnMmt’i a^tut^^ 
Shamta nspoitedly opt^ for a 
transfer. 

In Delhi, too, he has riied toadjsH^t 
the rough jmd ready tactics of 

encm^er agitost the powerf^ 
wcitern UP crimihid maia ^ h<^ 
btifl^t^ taw md mdef hi the espiu^. 
Bih if the atritude. hi tUspiititied 
Delhi Police ^ficial* is aaythhig to- 
go by, it is onliksly to swoqed. 

Tte Banner hi wlhcfi the ailejpd 
western UP maffodon, hMan IKihy- 
ya, managed to get easy deprly 
dwws the limtisofSluaina’seiicoun- 
ter policy. • 

■aiigai>|fngeiirj^liria<W 


SPECIAL HEPORT 


encounters in the capital said, "Before 
1995 there were many encounters. As a 
result between 1995 and 1997 crime 
actually came down. So there was also a 
period when there were no encounters." 

Another group of officers say crime 
statistics can be manipulated. "There are 
so many complications while register¬ 
ing an FIR that a ca.se for a particular sec¬ 
tion of the IPC can be regi.stered diffe¬ 
rently or not registered at all. These arc 
some of the tricks senior officers resort 
to when there is political pressure to 
show a reducing crime rate," said an 
official. 

The National Police Commission had 


ly finds time for interrogation. "In his 
euphoria if he uses third degree methods 
he lands in trouble and if he doesn’t, the 
case becomes weak. After all this when 
the case reaches the court, confession 
before the police isn’t considered eviden¬ 
ce," explained an official. 

The ones who suffer the most are the 
junior officers, specially the non-IPS 
officers. While encounters mean quick 
promotions, they also assure the axe if 
anything goes wrong. Senior officers oft¬ 
en wnggle out of it. In the Siriya shoo¬ 
ting, the DTP of the area reached the 
spot an hour after the encounter. Sources 
said he first confirmed the identification 



The most 
dubious of the 
latest spree of 
encounters was 
the one on 23 
July outside a 
five-star hotel. 
Shriram alias 
Siriya 

Pahelwan was 
killed in police 
firing just after 
noon that day 


suggested a way of authenticating 
encounters It had recommended a judi¬ 
cial enquiry into encounters, but the poli¬ 
ce arc yet to implement it. Some feel this 
would translate into distrust of the poli¬ 
ce and would demoralise them complete¬ 
ly. Yet there have hardly been any case 
where a policeman has been charge- 
sheeted by the department for a false 
encounter. 

A study m Europe has shown that 
more than the quantum of puni Jhment it 
is the certainly of punishment which 
reduces crime. Encounters can at best be 
considered as a Robin Hood method to 
eliminate criminals. This also reflects 
poorly on the legal syrtem which can’t 
bring to book those criminals whose his¬ 
tory it.self serves as ample evidence. 

A station house officer is so burdened 
with cases and other duties that he hard¬ 


of the victim, then the sequence of 
events before appearing on the scene. 
When it comes down to awards these 
officers don’t miss a chance to take 
credit. 

Encounters are necessary but isn’t it 
important to have a more transparent 
investigation into any such incident? 
Awards, promotions and iconising 
today hide some of the dirtiest truths 
behind encounters. 

As one officer recalls submitting a 
report on one of the encounters to his 
commissioner which stated that an 
award must nut he given in the case as 
the encounter was false, "Arrey bhai 
samjha karo. political pressure hat. aur 
phir etuiuiry to department ki bhalai ke 
live hot! hoi" replied his superior. The 
officer got a medal, the report ate dust. • 
PrmnabDhmlSamanta/NmwD»lkl 
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Telecom: The M 


Is the telecom crisis 
really of the Vajpayee 
government's making ? 


uch before Pramou 
Mahajan announced a 
Cabinet decision on 6 
June to replace the 
earlier license fee- 
based regime with a new revenue¬ 
sharing arrangement, there were dark 
rumours floating around m official cir¬ 
cles that the government was preparing 
a "multi-crore bail-out plan" for cellular 
operators for a "hefty consideration". 

This rumour — the impetus to which 
came from a politically well-networked 
corporate house—froze the Alai Behaii 
Vajpayee government in us tracks Even 
though the goveniment at different 
levels had expressed its intentions to 
usher in "revenue-sharing regime" to 
rescue a limping telecom sector, it failed 
to muster courage to execute this bold 
package. This was particulaily so as Vaj¬ 
payee was only heading a "caretaker 
government" and he did not want to take 
any decision at the time of polls that 
made him vulnerable to the charges of 
corruption. Kargil changed all that. 
Pakistani intrusion transformed the para¬ 
digms that determined decision-making 
Suddenly. Vajpayee goveniment was 
no longer a caretaker. Vital decisions 
pertaining to use of air force to drive out 
the intruders and lifting the ban on 
Bofors Howitzer were taken. Initiative 
was also undertaken to build up support 
for Indian position amongst Western 
countries. Foi the first time. United Sta¬ 
tes of America and othei Western 
powers chose to back India against Paki- 
.slari on Kargil. India’s diplomatic initia¬ 
tive managed to picture Pakistan as 
"rogue state". In spite of the ethicallly 
correct position that New Delhi had 
adopted, the Western powers were not 
driven by altruism. 

Former Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao loo realised the transformed global 
political environment and chose to give 
precedence to the US companies against 
others. Success of theVajpayee govem- 



K.R. NARAYANAN WITH A.B. VAJPAYEE 


The net outcome of this a|{^essi ve lobbying Is that 
President K.R. Narayanan, Election Commission 
(EC) and now the courts have all intervened. 
Election Commission chose to question a deal that 
had taken place before poll schedule was 
announced. What remains to be seen Is whether 
the courts choose to Intervene In a matter that 
seems to pertain to government policy 
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merit too on the foreign policy front is 
the outcome of similar exertions where 
the telecom companies like AT&T, US 
West played a major role in building a 
climate opinion in favour of India. 

This paradigm shift was resented by 
some of the Indian companies that had 
left their fortunes through government 
patronage in the earlier License Pennit 
Raj. Their fear, not entirely unjustified, 
is that the Western telecom companies 
would make them irrelevant The endea¬ 
vour of this vested interest is not to blow 
the whistle on corruption but to stop the 
technology-driven Western telecom 
companies that are incurring huge losses 
from settling down "The effort of some 
of the crony capitalists here is to drive 
the Western companies out and gobble 
up their network," claimed an angry 
souice. But the moot point is' is this in 
national inieiest ' 

T he net outcome I'l this aggiessi ve lob¬ 
bying IS that President K R Naraya¬ 
nan, hlcction C’ominissKm (HC) and 
now the courts have all intei \ eiied hies 
tion Comniissioii chose to quc.siion a 
deal that had taken place liefore poll 
schedule was announced Taking this 
activism further, EC threw caution to 
the winds and akso chose to pass strictu¬ 
res against the government when the 
mattei was sub judice What remains to 
be seen is whether the courts choose to 
intervene in a matter that seems to per 

SOMNATH CHATTERJEE 


tain to government policy. 

What is baffling is the attitude of the 
Opposition parties. To score brownie 
points in the coming elections, they 
refuse to see the individuals and forces 
that are propelling them forward. The 
Left parties that have been unrelenting 
in their attack against the government's 
decision to resort to a "revenue-sharing 
regime", probably do not realise that 
they were party to a decision taken by 
the UP government that gav e largesse to 
Indian tciccom majors like Essar and 
Reliance 

In 1 W6-9'7. the UP' goveniment allow¬ 
ed telecom companies to treat the licen¬ 
se tecs as capital expenditure that meant 
exempting the gross revenue from corpo¬ 
ration tax Tins relief goes contrary to a 
global practice where the companies arc 
expected to pay taxes on gross revenue. 


Scandalous in its import, this decision 
was not even discussed at any level in 
the ragtag government. Revenue officia¬ 
ls that demurred to this proposal were 
shunted out overnight. The total loss of 
the government was in the vicinity of Rs 
1,500 crore. 

The detractors of this revenue- 
sharing regime are not talking about this 
variant of telecom scandal, as those who 
have been providing ammunition again¬ 
st the government have been beneficiar-- 
les of this largesse. As finance minister, 
Manmohan Singh had refused to submit' 
to this demand He’s also keen that the 
telecom deal survives, as it would strike 
a death blow to the entire reform pro¬ 
cess. Is it surpri,sing that Manmohan 
Singh’s voice is missing from the many 
voices that are emanating from the Con¬ 
gress on this issue 

L eft parties, that are trying to live 
down a letter by their leader Som-. 
nath Chattcijee to Vajpayee to bail out 
the ailing telecom sector, have relca.sed 
a set of documents to show the divisions 
in the government on this issue. Even 
though the CPKM) leader Nilotpal Basu 
didn’t identify the recipients of the kick- 
backs, they underline the "circumstanti¬ 
al evidence" suggested that those vocal¬ 
ly supporting the revenue-sharing 
arrangement had role in it 

The CPI(M) IS leaning heavily on the 
stand taken by former telecom minister 







JagnMAan against revenue sharing. Tlie 
gravamen of the charge was that 
revenue-sharing was in violation of the 
existing contractual agreement with pri¬ 
vate telecom operators. 

Basu claims that the so-called migra¬ 
tion package was scandalously extended 
to the metro cellular operators — who 
had a minuscule amount as license fee 
commitment and were to start real pay¬ 
ment from this year at the rate of Rs 
6.023 per subscriber per annum. The 
loss this year, according to the CPUM) 
leader, is alone Rs 300 crore. In the 
CPI(M)’s view, the crux of the multi- 
crore scam lay in this. Nilotpal Basu also 
charged that the government's claim 
that the revenue for the telecom sector 
may actually exceed budgetary provi¬ 
sions of Rs 1,700 crore was grossly erro¬ 
neous. A one-time settlement of all 
arrears and prospective payments for the 
entire license period on account of licen¬ 
se fees was shown to be this year’s 
receipt. They claimed that Rs 50,(XX) 
crore was assigned away by the govern¬ 
ment by this bail out. 

Government and telecom companies 
hotly denies this. They assert that the 
telecom sector was so sick that it was not 
in a position to pay such hefty license 
fees. 

The genesis of the problem lay m the 
manner in which the telecom tenders 
were floated when scam-tainted Sukh 
Ram was the communication minister. 
At that time the department of telecom 
grossly over-estimated the demand for 
cellular telephone. The bidders too fell 
for it hook, line and sinker and realised 
to their mortification that Indians were 
too thrifty to use an expensive communi¬ 
cation system when a cheaper variety 
was a few steps away. In the process the 
cellultui phones were used as pagers and 
the airtime usage — which would have 
helped the operators accrue revenue — 
remained abysmally low. The other fac¬ 
tors that went into these optimistic pro- 
jecuons were: 

■ The cellular, contracts were based on 
GSM mobility and basic based on voice 
telephony. Today GSM is threatened 
globally by wireless loop limited mobili¬ 
ty and voice by Internet telephony. 
Licenses were not technology proof. 

■ Licenses were bid for a certain protec¬ 
tion in the marketplace involving duopo¬ 
ly in both cellular and basic services. 
NTP 99 had opened the market to wider 



JAOMOHAN 

competition that would further bring 
down the market .share and revenue. 

■ There have been all kinds of delays 
by DoT in granting clearances. A tele¬ 
com commission study had found one- 
year delay in 1997 alone. Operators feel 
that the government needed to compens¬ 
ate them for this. 

The operators have also been alleging 
arbitrariness against former communica¬ 
tion minister Jagmohan. They allege 
that Jagmohan had been partial towards 
Snnivas Telecom of Tamil Nadu and 
Fascel, a consortium of Hindujas, 
HFCL, Shinawatra. 

The problem has been deepened by 
the growing devaluation of the telecom 
regulatory authonty of India (TRAD 
The TRAI has been fighting hard for a 
redefinition of its powers. A regulatory 


Vi^payee has denied any 
financial malfeasance In 
the telec«nn deal. A 
pragmatist, he would be 
the last person to rule 
out the play of bribes In 
International deals. 
Unfazed, he has chosen 
to go ahead...in the hope 
that in the coming 
elections, his personal 
credibility and Integrity 
would help him ride the 
telecom storm 


authority in a liberalised economic envi¬ 
ronment needs to be "manager of compe¬ 
tition" and "adjudicator” but through an 
ordinance TRAl was reduced to be mere¬ 
ly an "arbitrator". 

All these factors have raised the 
hackles of telecom majors like AT&T, 
US West, British Telecom and Swis¬ 
scom. They assert that they cannot wait 
for a new government to take decision 
about their miserable state. If the govern¬ 
ment does not implement the revenue¬ 
sharing arrangement, they would have 
no option but to get out of the country. 
"We have been bleeding," claims a tele¬ 
com source. In his view, any financial 
manager would list out the companies 
that are willing to cut their losses and get 
out of the country. 

S uch a view is hotly contested by the 
CP1{M) that claims that the metros 
like Delhi and Mumbai are raking in 
windfall profits from these licenses. 
Nilotpal Basu claims that operators are 
selling their equity for a premium. The 
two cases in point are Bharati Telecom 
selling 38 per cent of equity to British 
Telecom and Essar selling stake to Swis 
scorn in their ventures in Delhi. 

Similarly, Hutchinson — Max and 
Birla AT&T deal in Mumbai, Telecom 
Malaysia-Usha Martin and Modi Tel.slra 
in Cidcutla. The Left parties also claim 
that if the earlier contract had been in 
place, the government would have earn¬ 
ed Rs 750 crore from 8 cellular operat(»r,s 
in four metros. Basic operators too 
would have paid a higher amount to the 
government. 

After the migration. Left parties alle¬ 
ge that money has been lost. Telecom 
sources claim that all the big money that 
Opposition parties are talking off is 
notional. "If the government seriously 
thinks that they can earn so much profit, 
why don’t they nationalise the industry 
and hand over to the DoT?" wondered 
an industry source. 

Vajpayee who apparently has a macro 
view of this crisis has chosen to dig in 
his heels on this issue. He has denied any 
financial mal feasance in the deal. A prag¬ 
matist, he would be last person to rule 
out the play of bribes in international 
deals. Unfazed, he has chosen to go 
ahead with this decision that has given 
him unexpected diplomatic support dur¬ 
ing the Kargil crisis. He has done this in 
the hope that in the coming elections, his 
personal credibility and integrity would 
help him ride the telecom storm. • 

MmnlayKaiio0r/M0wOmM 
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Too many cooks... 

The glitzy new food shows on TV often lack authenticity 



Most five>star cookety programmes have reputed 
chefs from well-known hotels which get wonderful 
puUicity as a result. We have not yet found out who 

pays whom 


Remember those 
good old days 
when Doordar- 
shan used to have 
simple cotrkery 
programmes under 
such homely titles 
as Raso! and 
Rama Chari 
Where all the 
mashis, behenjis, dadimas and pishimas 
appeared with their recipes? The 
upwardly-mobile swing began when 
social climbers, in their best saris, dripp¬ 
ing with diamonds, and wearing ornate 
rings on every finger, offered with a flou¬ 
rish the strangest ‘modem’ recipes — 
purely their own inventions with such 
fancy additions as so-ya sauce and meck- 
roni (sic). Never mind if the Chinese had 
a goodish touch of Sindhi or the Italian 
recipes a touch of Punjabi. Never mind 
if the manga! sutra dipped into the kheer 
or the rings disappeared inside the am. 
At least we all felt superior and said, "Oh 
that? Well. 1 can cook much better ” 
Nowadays, the TV nou velle cuisine is 
either the arrogant five-star variety or 
home-grown with a dash of ignorance. 
Most of the five-star programmes have 
reputed chefs from reputed hotels which 
get wonderful publicity as a result. We 
have not yet found out who pays whom. 
It could not possibly be free, could if’ 
And in tow with these fivc-stai' wonders 
with five-star recipes are hep girls and 
boys — wide-eyed and asking the most 
stupid questions imaginable, presumab¬ 
ly to .show off the expertise of the smug 
cook. "Dhanial Two cups of water? 
One tablespoon of rum?" they ask, and 
look duly impressed when the chef says 
Yes and repeats the ingredients. 

For instance, I have no idea what the 
woman in A Taste of India is doing 
there. She does not know how to talk, 
stand or dress and looks totally out of 
place. But a dumb female admirer is 
now a necessary adjunct of five-star 
cooks. Some of the baaquet-wallahs or 
sit-down lunch-waf/nhs with celebrities 
have been offering the same fancy dis¬ 
hes, but under different fancy names for 
years in the print media. On TV they 


behave as if they have just discovered a 
regional cuisine which has been around 
for years anyway. Little ‘modem’ tou¬ 
ches are added to mutilate them and 
make them unrecognisable. Of course, 
we do have the professionals, like Karen 
Anand and Rupa Gulati, but even Rupa 
has been known to add ner own outlan¬ 
dish touches to classic recipes and she 
certainly made a hash of the Bengali 
Puja recipes last year. 

Which reminds me of a disastrous pro¬ 
gramme which invites amateurs to cook 
in micro-wave ovens within a few 
minutes, and they walk away with good¬ 
ies like a set of non-stick pans or a micro- 
wave oven while a male star buzzes 
around making small talk. There seems 
to be no effort to gauge the ability of the 
cooks or the authenticity of their recipes. 
The Bombay woman who cooked a 


Bengali meal made shukto without the 
standard additions of such favourite 
ingredients as punch phoron, a touch of 
milk, powdered mustard and ginger. 
What she cooked was. in effect, a dull 
charchari. She capped all this by calling 
one of her dishes posto. Now, every 
Bengali knows that posto is poppy seed, 
known in Hindi as khus. Of course, 
Bengalis cook vegetables with posto, 
but they call it aloo-posto or whatever 
and not by the name of the posto seed 
alone. But she went on merrily, insisting 
the dish was called posto. As for her reci¬ 
pe for fish kalia, the less said the better. 
Yet thousands of viewers were led to 
believe that this was authentic Bengali 
cuisine. Truly, the five-star chefs and 
the amateur aspirants to fame are not 
hrJf as much fun as the pishimas and the 
hehenjts. • 
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mSASTE 


Fatal 

Impact 


Two trains on the same track collide head-on 
killing several hundred in one of India \s worst 
railway disasters 


A t two in the night, lulled by 
the rhythmic rock- 
and-sway of a speeding 
express, death is the last 
thing on your mind. In fact, 
it doesn’t even cross your mind when 
you are b(»arding a tram. So, when on the 
morning of I August, army jawan Laksh- 
mi Bora boarded the 4055 Down Brah¬ 
maputra Mail to join his unit at Gwalior, 
he couldn't have lorc>seen that two days 
later, he would be sitting in the middle of 
a pile of mangled metal and bleeding 
flesh III an obscure station called Gaisal. 
about 75 km from Sihguri, in 


V. ' 

to 


« .V >1—^ 






North Bengal. 

In the wee hours ol 2 Augu.st, the spee¬ 
ding Brahmaputra Mail crashed head-on 
into the 5610 Up Awadh-Assain 
Express. Till 3rd morning, the body 
count had ottlcially swelled to 225 with 
more bodies coming out of the upturned 
coaches. The figuie, say authorities, can 
cross 500 "Tliirtecn coaches have been 
smashed Multiply that by 72 and you 
can get an indicative figure." said Piash 
ant Singh, district magistrate of Noilh 
Dinajpur 

Thirteen multiplied by 72 is ‘f36 
Even if the toll doesn't reach that, the 



accident is perhaps one of the worst in 
recent history. .And, for Nitish Kumai. it 
wouldn’t have been politically correct to 
stay on as railway minister. So, on 3 
August, owning moral responsibility, he 
resigned. 

Unfortunately lesignations, or any 
similarly penitent responses, don’t alter 
the facts of tragedy. Eor the simple rea¬ 
son that they cannot bring back the dead 
to life So Kumar’s resignatmn can hard¬ 
ly be consolation for Bora and his 
friends, or lor that matter, for the next of 
kin of the victims, mo.st of whom could¬ 
n’t even be identified, so badly have 
they been disfigured in that blazing hell 
of twisted metal and smashed- 
out-of-shape steel bogies that had ramm 
ed into each other, climbed atop one ano 
ther, jutting, in a gruesome perpendicu¬ 
lar. almost 60 feet m the air. 
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So whai happened on that fateful 

iiiphi'^ 

There were no eyewitnesses — the 
accident occurted in the dead ol night 
Rut people who had gathered at the spot 
later say that theie was a loud explosion 
after which the two trains ‘blew up" into 
a huge ball of fire in fact. 14 compart¬ 
ments caught flic and four cunipart- 
menls from each train telescoped into 
each other, "fiom the wreckage, it 
appears that the trains were doing 
around 80-90 kinph." pointed out G.C 
Agarwal, ADRM, Northern Railway. 

Initially, the police thought it to be a 
case of bomb blast Messages received 
by the stale administration in Calcutta 
confirmed this. But later, railway autho¬ 
rities eonfitined that it was an accident 
where explosives kept in the military 
coach of the Brahmaputra Mail went off, 
increasing the devastation. 


I t's a sttange numbness that prevails at 
the site now. People, both relatives 
and bystanders, seem loo overwhelmed 
by the goi 1 ness to think about the actual 
loss In one corner of the wreckage, a 
boy sat alone as il in a trance. He had lost 
his father. Ram Swaroop Thakur, the 
assistant driver of the .Awadh-Assam 
Express 

,So far, the injiired have been taken to 
Kishanganj Hospital, North Bengal 
Medical College and Islampur Hospital. 
By now, it is only mop-up work which 
remains Along with civil and military 
authorities, local people and voluntary 
social organisations arc also chipping 
in. But as more and more bodies arc extri 
cated out of the mess, for hospitals ice is 
proving difficult to arrange. 

The disaster has also meant brisk busi¬ 
ness for others, mainly locals. Many 
have started ferrying onlookers in 


■ The two tntros way've been 
inadvertently |»tt on tiw same liiM!. 

The Brahm^i^ Mail was on the 
right track. It wasttw Awadh-A^am. 
Express which w^ imo the wrong 
track 

■ The signalsmay have 

malfunctioned iMinging the trains 
head-on i 

■ Authmities do not rule out 
sabotage but are tight-lipped aboid it 


cars and buses charging exorbitant rates 
lor each trip Local sources also leveal 
that immediately alter the accident, a 
few even resorted to indisciiminate Uxr- 
ting A number of titles and other atiimu- 
nition, they say. have been looted from 
the compartmenis in which the 7 rm'Ort.v 
were travelling. 

Right now, theories are being pro¬ 
pounded to explain why the accident 
happened at all. The first refers to mal¬ 
functioning of signals which could've 
caused both trains to switch over to the 
same track. The place where the colli¬ 
sion Uxik place is not a single-line sec¬ 
tion and until and unless the trains were 
guided to this track, there was no way 
they could do so Was this done inad¬ 
vertently by .some careless signalman or 
was it a case of sabotage'’ This is someth¬ 
ing that has to be probed. 'It's too early 
to come to any conclusion," says Agar¬ 
wal. "We are interrogating the concern¬ 
ed people and a picture will emerge only 
after wc complete questioning them." 
Some are even not ruling out sabotage, 
especially after a powerful bomb ripped 
through New Jalpaiguri Station only 
weeks back. 

The railways have announced an ex- 
gratia payment of Rs 50.000 along with 
Rs 4 lakh compensation to the next of 
km of those who died It lias also set up 
the mandatory enquiry commission 
under the commissioner of railway 
safely. Meanwhile, more bodies are 
coming out of the mangled metals. • 

Sourmbh Swi/ 0ml»al 
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DEFENCE 


_ MAJ. GEN ASHOK K. MEHTA _ 

Kargil After K 



The new power play 
in Pakistan 

T he withdiawal of F’akisiani toi- 
CCS from Karpil has led to 
widcspicud ilisoidei in the 
Northern Aieas once the scale 
of' casualties, defeat and dis¬ 
grace of the intrusions became public 
knowledge. The Kargil invasion was 
mounted with extraordinary seciec) and 
care that no one in this legion had any 
inkling that aggression was being plann 
ed and that then soldiers from the 
Northern Light Infantiy (NLI) weie 
being employed as the saci ilicial goat. 

Part of the reason foi the unrest was 
the large number of Taliban in transit 
being deindueted Itom Kaigil The 
Northern Areas is as it is a disalfected 
region which does not enjoy human 
rights. The Supienic Court of F’akistan 
has decreed it is lerrilorially not part of 
Pakistan but belongs to the unilivided 
state of Jammu and Kashniii 
Pakistan has finally accepted 267 
regular soldiers were killed confirming 
the involvement of the NLI regiment m 
therightingal Kargil, though the gocern- 
menl is insisting these casualties occurr¬ 
ed along the Line of Control Young olfi 
cers are angry ovei the outcome of the 
operation. Retired officers say Kaigil 
was misconceived. Three of the nine 
Corps Commanders are pointing an 
accusing finger at the COAS, CGS and 
GOC 10 Corps, the brain team ol the Kar¬ 
gil fiasco, 

Former army chief Gen. Mir/a Aslam 
Beg has claimed that among the Pakista¬ 
ni casualties, 4.T officers were killed 
Indian military intelligence estimates 
that 710 Pak regulars were killed. The 
number of fatalities among junior offi¬ 
cers compared to soldiers is extremely 
high. This trend matches with the dispro¬ 
portionately heavy leader-led casualties 
among the Indian Army too. 

Normally, it is the attacker who suf¬ 
fers nearly three times as many casualt¬ 


ies as the defender This figure rises 
incrementally in high mountains like 
Kaigil As many as 26f) dead bodies dis¬ 
owned by Pakistan were bunt'd by Indi¬ 
an soldiers with full military honours. 
This shame will siKiii get exposed as will 
the legend of denials 

A ftci the Kargil debacle, Pakistan has 
made some changes in its order of 
battle in this sector Four battalions of 
the NLI regiment deployed opposite 
Kargil and badly mauled in the fighting 
have been relieved by other units of the 
same regiment Nearly 12 additional 
infantry biittalions and some artillery 
have been brought into Force Command 
Northern Areas (FCNA) to strengthen 
the LoC Interestingly, a battalion of the 
Frontier Foicc Regiment has been identi¬ 
fied among the new arrivals. The control¬ 
ling headquarters of 62 Infantry Brigade, 
which was initially at Skardu and moved 


to Olthingthan is now being shifted to 
Biiin opposite Turtuk 

Pakistan .723 Infantry Brigade rc.spon- 
sible Lir Siachen is at Dhansam These 
icadjustmcnts and rearrangements of 
existing assets and accretions arc intend¬ 
ed to bolster the FCNA in the wake of 
India strengthening Kargil defences by 
at least another SIX to nine infantry battal¬ 
ions to the existing five and a division 
rather than the previous brigade acting 
as the controlling headquarters. 

Pakistan covets ail of Siachen. Chor- 
batia and Turtuk areas it lost to India in 
1971 and 1984. Pakistan has not been 
able to live down the loss of Siachen. It 
has made funous and frantic attempts to 
retake some of the positions on the Sal- 
tron Ridge, ffie watershed of the Siachen 
Glacier The induction of fresh and non- 
NLI battalions into the region con' cys 
two possibilities: one, that Pakistan has 
created a task force for an, offensive 
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opposite the Actual Ground Position 
Line (AGPL) in Siachen rather than 
against the sanctified LoC. The second, 
and more likel> contingency, is the crea¬ 
tion of a reserve to checkmate an Indian 
riposte. 

The additional commitment of Indian 
troops to prevent future breaches of LoC' 
will automatically result in an increased 
deployment of Pakistani forces along 
the LoC.Raising the Indian cost of mann¬ 
ing the LoC will also hike the price for 
Pakistan covering the gaps on its side of 
LoC. 

The independent press in Pakistan has 
de.scribed the intrusions as the Kargil 
fiasco and a military debacle. But the 
establishment has portrayed Kargil as a 
victory. Both Piimc Mini.ster Nawaz 
Sharif and Chief of Anny Staff, General 
Parvez Musharraf have been visiting the 
Northern Areas and addressing troops 
along the LoC. For the army chief tour¬ 


ing these areas has become a regular fea¬ 
ture. He has to allay any doubts NLI may 
have of their ‘selective sacrifice tor the 
defence of the Motherland’. 

Parvez Musharraf spent two days and 
a night with troops in forward locations 
commending them for their superb per¬ 
formance against the enemy. He .spent 
the night at a forward po.st, setting a new 



trend in boosting morale ol soldiers. He 
alst^ announced welfare measures for 
the next of kin of the Sluiliada (manyrs). 
Earlier Nawaz Shanf had twice visited 
the area and distributed cash grants to 
the families 

I n abelatcdgesturefinally acknowledg¬ 
ing the involvement of Pakistan regu¬ 
lars in Kargil, the government has 
announced several gallantry awards for 
the NLI. Another honour bestowed on 
the regtment is its recognition as the 
sixth mainstream infantry regiment of 
the Pakistan Army. It already has after 
each of its provinces, the Punjab, Sindh, 
Baluch, Frontier Force and Azad Kash¬ 
mir Infantry regiments. Now the 
Northern Areas which could not be 
incorporated into Pakistan has at least 
been integrated with the Pak regular 
army. 

The NLI was previously not deployed 


outside its region. Now it will be. It will 
also have its own officer cadre. Finding 
the discrimination against the NLI will 
not heal the wounds of war. The Kargil 
scar will stand out as conspicuously as 
the Kargil Star the NLI will wear on the 
medal ribbon. The Pakistani guilt is 
showing 

After Kargil. the government’s princi¬ 
pal adversary is the Jaamat-e-Islami and 
Its leader, Quazi Husain Ahmad. Nawaz 
Shanf IS still the most powerful leader in 
Pakistan. There is no threat of an army 
take-over now or in the near future. But 
Kargil is a big blow for the army and 
Nawaz Sharif The Pakistan Army will 
carry an additional grouse against the 
Indian Army Revenge for Bangladesh 
(1971). revenge for Siachen (I9S4), 
revenge for smaller Siachens since 1984 
and now revenge lor Kargil... 

Two other developments are note¬ 
worthy — the ISI marginalised by the 
army during Kaigil, is muscling back 
into the power matrix; and renegade .ree- 
dom fighters surplus to Kargil are being 
transfened to Afghanistan. Nawaz Sha¬ 
rif has a good equation with the ISI chief 
Lt. Gen Mohammad Ziauddin. Both he 
and Parvez Musharraf are his appoin¬ 
tees But there is no love lost between 
them 

The ISl will play a more significant 
role in the post-Kargil internal dynamics 
in Pakistan. It has to be remembered that 
the same government has never been 
returned to power in Pakistan. Nawaz 
Shanf may prove the exception. 

India's interest is be.st served with 
Nawaz Shanf in power, but cut to size. 
Once the Lahore priKcss is resumed 
after Pakistan has made symbolic gestu¬ 
res towards preventing cross-border ter¬ 
rorism and giving more credible assuran¬ 
ces on the sanctity of LoC, it will be Indi¬ 
a’s turn to be generous and help Nawaz 
Shari f cooperate and del i ver on the Laho- ■ 
re Peace process. 

How can India help him.’ To start ; 
with India can reduce the burden of mul- .] 
tiple revenges on Pakistan by removing I 
one of them — Siachen. A withdrawal i 
from Siachen will help reduce the LoC j 
and build bridges towards a resolution 3 
of the Kashmir problem. India can help j 
economically too. • J 


(The author was a generat officer commanding of the 
Indian Peace-Keeping Force in Southern Sn Lanka He it i 
the founder member of the Defence Planning Staff of the < 
Chiefs of Staff Committee ) 
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Not far from the 
madding crowd of 
Calcutta 


bus M Knlkata jabe 
(Will this bus go to 
HH Kolkata)?" "No pro- 
dado, chhoto 
W^KtmKolkatar kachri 
iiamiye dehu (...I’ll drop you oft very 
near ‘.small’ Kolkata)," replies the 
■Mithun-</i/i«/>’ conductor in central 
Calcutta. Sounds strange'’ Well, this is a 
journey to Kalikata, from Calcutta— or 
I rather, to a village they call ‘Kolkata’, 
j from the megalopolis we must all, soon, 
call ‘Kolkata’. 

ITie ‘house full’ bus trundles out of 
Calcutta, winds its way through the by la¬ 
nes ol Howiah, and then hits the high¬ 
way to Amta The concrete jungle fades 
into flooded fields. An hour-and-a-hall 
into the rattling ride — intcinipted by 
brief stops to .squeeze in even more 
people and iheir assorted bundles— the 
bus grinds to a halt at 'Amhi ((>llef>e 
more'(college corner) 

Now, It’s time for a 4 kiii rickshaw 
ride. "Babu, it noimally takes 15 
minutes to reach Kolkata, bui the condi¬ 
tion of the road is very bad," declares 
Sheikh Salim bor the next 45 minutes, 
he hauls the cycle-rickshaw through 
mud and slush, through Mandariya, Saii- 
toshnagar, Sameshwar and Roshpui 
And then, it’s Kalikata. 

First stop, Agragati The club, lound- 
ed in 1478, is the hub of all socio¬ 
cultural activity here. Standing atop the 
‘niodenT club house, casting a bird’s- 
eye view over the village in submergen¬ 
ce, one learns some relevant facts and 
figures about the village Name. Kalika- 
ta. Area; 45.55 hectares Residential 
Houses: 243. Population: 1,.^42 . 

"1’hough this place is spelt Kalikata, it 
has always been called Kolkata. And out 
Kolkata is older than yours. Over the 
years, as people began travelling more 
. frequently to the city, to avoid confu¬ 
sion, they started referring to this as 
‘Chhoto Kolkata’," explains Tapan 
Mondal, secretary of Agragati 

But what is a name without identity'’ 
What IS a place without people'? What is 
an experience without emotions'’ A 
walk down the lone elevated road that 
cleaves the village into two reveals a 
poignant picture of life in Kalikata, It is 
here that one realises why geography tex- 


A place cal 







Father Fanchati: the lone road that runs through the small village 
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End of the road: the Nimtala burning ghat 


tbooks in school would refer to the 
Damodar as the sorrow of Bengal’, for 
the entire village to the left of the ‘high 
way’ has been ravaged by the river. 
Water has raided every hut, destroyed 
every crop. The villagers are struggling 
to stay afloat. They commute by boat or 
wade through the stagnant water. 


"Just look at the way we live. This is 
what happens during every monsoon, 
and this time it is particularly bad. But 
the babus from Kolkata only come when 
they need our votes before elections. 
They are never there when we oced 
them. Let them come this time, our wom¬ 
en will chase them out with jhentas 
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'M Kolkata 



Keep the faith; the Dharma Mandir in Dhamiatala, central Kalikata 



III Katlkata, the 
imnegame 


Calcutta isa 
distaiitf droll din. 

For life in this 
village is a tale of 
man’s 
endurance 
against nature’s 
aggression and 
institutionalised 
apathy 


(browmsticks)," bursts out Shankar Das, 
with a despairing look at a snake that sli¬ 
thers over the waters towards the hut 
which was his home. 

F or the people of Kalikata, the relation¬ 
ship with Calcutta is not restricted to 
poll-time alone. It involves a constant 


exchange of goods and services, of 
labour and livelihood. "This has traditio¬ 
nally been a village that people from the 
nearby' areas come to shop in. as this was 
where the boats would come from the 
city All the shops here depend on Kolka¬ 
ta for heir stock. Only now, it comes by 
bus." says Amitabha Nebu, of the ‘boat¬ 


men family’. Apart from the shopkee¬ 
pers and ‘agents’ who commute regular¬ 
ly from village to city, there are a host of 
daily-wage earners who head for factor¬ 
ies and workshops in Calcutta/Howrah 
almost every morning. And if illness 
strikes, there is hardly any point in wast¬ 
ing time at the hopelessly-inadequate 
primary health centre in Amta, before 
rushing to the city." We have been repea¬ 
tedly appealing for a health centre, a pro¬ 
per road, and a sy.stem to tackle the flood 
waters. But no one seems to care," com¬ 
plains Japan Mondal, while passing the 
flooded compound of the primary 
school. 

It takes hardly 15 minutes to stroll 
from one end of the village road to the 
other. And if only names were all that 
mattered, there would be little to dis¬ 
tinguish village from city. For Kalika- 
ta’s answer to Calcutta’s office-hub' 
Dharmatala, is a dilapidated Dharma 
Mandir with a small expanse of empti¬ 
ness in front of it; if Bowbazaar in Cal- 1 
cutta means the congested marketplace 
in the city centre, in Kalikata it's the 
popular morning market that is laid out 
in front of the Kali Mandir (with an 
exquisite neem-wood deity), and finally 
there is Nimtala Ghat, with a huge neem 
tree sheltering the patch of burnt foliage 
marking a stiuixhan that bears no resem¬ 
blance to Its north Calcutta counterpart. 

Dusk descends over the small village. 
The voltage flickers and dims till dark- 
ne.ss settles silently over Kalikata. The 
haunting 'dhong-dhong' from 
'ghon-lnin' (the house of the Roys with 
an old grandfather’s clock, upon which 
the entire village depended for years) on 
the hour, and the macabre mystery shrou¬ 
ding Gordanga (an island-like patch 
where angry zamindars would bury err¬ 
ant peasants alive) hang heavy over the 
village, like the humid monsoon air. 

As one rattles back towards Calcutta, 
the ‘rename game’ raging in the city 
seems a distant, droll din For life in' 
Kalikata is a tale of man’s eternal strug¬ 
gle for survival. Tomorrow will find 
politicians, intellectuals and Bangali 
babus in the city engaged in endless dis¬ 
cussions about the restoration of 
Bengali pride and glory. While in this vil¬ 
lage, just a couple of hours away, men 
and women will resume their test of 
endurance against nature’s aggression 
and institutionalised apathy, besides 
renewing their diurnal dealings with 
‘big brother’ Kolkata. • 
ftroitf Om Ouptm ami Pndip 
Smnyml/KaUkatm 
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Sudden 

death 

Calcutta soccer is in a sorry state 


S uppurlax ot Mohiiti Bajiaii 
club loriued a pioup of 
mourners, carrying a 
"dead'' football lo ibe tic- 
malion grtnind Followers 
of Tollygunge Agraganii organised a 
fiwtball match on the busiest streets of 
Calcutta. Both clubs were making statc- 
merit.s against the administration respon 
siblc foi almost killing football Calcut¬ 
ta IS lapidly sliding from its pre-eminent 
position and the avciage fan is blaming 
the slate government and the parent 
body, Indian Fwitball Association, loi 
the sorry state of affairs 

Sorry it is indeed, The aura ol a Calcut¬ 
ta club’s invincibility has long since dis¬ 
appeared. Live television co\ciagc ol 
the best competitions of the world pai 
ticularly by HSPN-.STAR — has only 
served to increase the di.sappomliiieiil 
over liKal football standards But the 
worst cut of all has been the ealeul.ited 
indiffctence of the administration to 
whatever remains of the game m 
Calcutta. 

Soccer is the most popular .spcclatoi 
sport in the world So it is m Calcutta, 
too. Despite India's standing, vis-a vis 
Asia and the world, core following ol 
leading clubs — Mohun Bagan, East 
Bengal and despite its near penury. 
Mohammedan Sporting —has not dimi¬ 
nished .significantly 

About 80,000 spectators turned up at 
the Yuva Bharali Kiirangan — the 
1,50,000-capacity showpiece stadium 
(which, too, IS rapidly going to seed) — 
to sec the Mohun Bagan-East Bengal 
match. 

The stale government, which has 
managed to throttle the local film indus¬ 
try to choking point, has now targeted 
the world's most popular sport. In what 
seems to be the latest ploy in a calculated 
endeavour to shake the game to its foun¬ 


dations, the slate government is effec¬ 
tively preventing spectators from watch¬ 
ing their favourite teams in action. 
Government apathy led Mohun Bagan 
fans to mark the "death of football in 
Calcutta", 

As It IS, the IF A conducts an unwieldy 
league. A league is what sustains fooi- 
fiall health in any country, but not if it fea¬ 
tures ten teams, the leading two among 
which could be meeting each othci up to 
three limes This is because the ten-team 
single round league leads lo the ‘Sui>cr 
Six’ stage 111 which the top six feature 
Alter this bout, too, if the two leading 
clubs are w'lthin three points of each 
other, they meet in a play-off final to 
decide on the champions. 

A s if overexposure was not enough, 
the slate government's apathy made 
things even worse 

There arc three enclosed giounds on 
the Maidan, controlled by the 'Big 
Three' of Calcutta But the Maidaii is 
ow'iied by the army, while the wooden 
galleries arc under the stale public 
woiks department Again, entry lo the 
ground is controlled by the sports depart¬ 
ment The clubs arc allowed the use of 
tents and are expected lo lake care of the 
playing surface 

While for several years now. there has 
been a steady detenoration of the play¬ 
ing area because, apart from football, 
cricket and hockey tournaments were 
being played there, the condition of the 
wooden galleries have worsened 
alarmingly. 

Last year, a portion of the galleries on 
the Mohammedan Sporting ground col¬ 
lapsed, injunng several .spectators. 
While banning all further matches sche¬ 
duled there, the state government had 
promised prompt action in repairing the 
stands. It even went into a detailed exer- 





ci.se to find ways lo ensure that accidents 
did not occur in future 

However, all these pronouncements 
met their usual fate, they were forgotten 
almost immediately after they were 
made The last .season ended, winter 
inaction follow'cd and yet another sea¬ 
son began. Still there was no sign of 
repairs to the broken stands Even the 
galleries on the other two grounds were 
not repaired. 

Apparently, there were inter¬ 
departmental frictions which resulted m 
the galleries not being readied for specta¬ 
tors The safety angle resulted in 
matches being played lo near-empty 
stands, only a section of club members 
being allowed the use of one small 
stretch. After angry outbursts from offi¬ 
cials of the three clubs, a marginal 
increase in the total number ol specta¬ 
tors allowed to watch a match, was 
effected. 
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Last year, a 
portion of the 
galleries on the 
Mohammedan 
Sporting 
ground 
collapsed, 
injuring several 
spectators. The 
state 

government’s 
promise of 
prompt action 
was forgotten 
immediately 
after it was 
made 


Last year’s gallery collapse: 
no concrete solution 


T here is ongtnng contnn ersy over the 
eonslruction of galleries. Wooden 
stands were conventional in the early 
part of the century But with escalating 
costs and cnviionmental considerations, 
concrete has become the alternative. Of 
course not with the West Bengal 
government. 

Despite the fact that concrete stands 
are far more viable, the government is 
not thinking on those lines The official 
line is that army permission is required 
to make permanent structures. No one in 
the administration is prepared to 
approach the army, although a proper 
plea could make things easy. Mohun 
Bagan supremo Dhiren Dey had manag¬ 
ed to concretise an entire wing of the gal¬ 
leries, securing permission from Delhi. 

Tabular structures supporting wood¬ 
en planks are estimated to cost Rs 4.5 
crore. And these would have to be replac¬ 
ed after a few years. Yet no one wants 


concrete, foi leasons that arc not lar to 
seek 

.Another issue that is being debated on 
the Maidan is Tollygunge Agragami’s 
''homelessness'' The suburban club is 
now an all-India force, what with its 
entry into the National League featuring 
the best Indian do/,cn. And this yeai, 
they won the season opening tourna¬ 
ment, the McDowell Cup, beating both 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal. 

The club does not have a ground of its 
own and has to piactise at the SAl com¬ 
plex or elsewhere The players don’t 
even have a tent of their own And this is 
one question that has to he addressed by 
all clubs on the Maidan, especially by 
the more successful one.s. With a profes¬ 
sional set-up gradually falling into the 
space, each club should garner its resour¬ 
ces in such a way that it could own its pri¬ 
vate piemi.ses. 

It is time the clubs began moving to 
the suburbs. They could then buy 


enough space foi a club building, a 
hostel to accommodate .senior as well as 
junior players, library, gym, a practice 
pitch and a regular ground. With such a 
set-up. the club could initiate several 
schemes to not only recovei costs but 
make tidy profits over the years Ttxlay 
It is McDowell Mohun Bagan, Kingfi¬ 
sher East Bengal and Manaksia Tolly¬ 
gunge Agragami There are sponsors for 
kits and other accessories as well 

The clubs will have to start marketing 
themselves in right earnest This is the 
time to reach out, to initiate develop¬ 
ment plans for the club and consolidate 
as much as possible, (letting professio¬ 
nal means more than money — it means 
attitude. 

If Manaksia Tollygunge takes the 
first step, it could herald a new beginn¬ 
ing for Bengal and, through it, Indian 
football. • 

Ariflt Sen/Cmieuttm 
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Sachin: the 
scene-stealer 


India's diminutive captain has indisputable 
cricketing talent. But does he have it in him to be a 
leader? 


T he images of a wan Sachm 
Tendulkai, hi,s checks sink¬ 
ing into his palms as he 
watched wickets tumble on a 
cloudy day in Barbados, 
linger. Hi.s team needed 120 runs to 
register a Test match win over the C'ai- 
ibbeans on their soil. Sachin would 
have had the satisfaction of leading 
India to a victory abioad. Hut it wasn't 
to be ” after all the haul woik in the 
first four days, the batsmen squander¬ 
ed It away. 

That day, not only did India lo.se but 
also Sachin, the captain, and Sachin, 
the perfectionist, arguably the best bat¬ 
sman in the world. His lirsi stint as cap 
lain of the Indian team was an agonis¬ 
ing experience. India lost many 
matches after it had scented victory 
What happenetf’ Today. Tendulkar 
goes to great lengths to rationalise that 
disa.strous year of his captaincy, 'Tt 
was bad luck," he says, "ii (list didn’t 
click " And on more sombre occa¬ 
sions, "The team has learnt Ironi Us 
past and that is more important ' 

The problem Sachm laces is hini- 
.self. His standards arc high. Ins pas¬ 
sion for the game is tremendous, he 
hates to be second — in all he is a jh'i- 
fcctionist. It was fine so long as he 
applied these exacting standards to his 
own performance. But during his cap¬ 
taincy, this got imposed on the rest ol 
the team His Way was the Right Way 
it looked as though the Indian team epi¬ 
tomised the persona of Sachin 
Tendulkar 

One can't forget how Javagal Sri- 
nath came charging with the new ball. 
The fielders rushed into the batsman as 
though they had an old score to settle, 
the euphoria was Iiki obv ious to igno¬ 
re. The Sachin dcKlrine of being 


aggressive translated into a robust 
attitude. 

But what Sachin probably had in 
mind was self-belief. This is Sachin's 
next probjern — his inability to com¬ 
municate or convince team-mates 
Look at the way he kept warning 
Vinod Kanibli about discipline and fit¬ 
ness! To no avail. All his predictions 
were brushed aside. Kambli had to pay 
for not listening to the chief. 

Why didn't he ’ Because Sachin 
couldn't communicate to him the 
seriousness ol his lapses. The Indian 
learn got .so used to Sachin hailing 
them out each time, that whciievei 
there was a crisis everyone began to 
look to Sachin He, too, revelled in this 
— he loves to be the hinge on which 
the team revolves — he honours it and 
he delivers too. 

However, now as captain whom 
will Sachin look up to'' His role has 
changed bin have his team-rnales 
understood this ’ This is w'here Sachm 
needs to communicate, remove die 
Sachin-eentric syndrome among the 
players. 

"The question is can he do if’ Last 
time around, as captain in high- 
pressure situations, he went into a 
shell We saw an example of this at 
Singapore when India played against 
Pakistan The is.suc in one ol the 
matches (which was going to be a 
close call) was who should bowl the 
last over Rveryone looked to Sachm 
because he had done it against South 
Africa earlier— he had no choice but 
to bowl, he did and India won Sachin 
was his own crMs man. 

Unlike his predecessor, Sachin 
doesn't have any problems on the per 
sonal front. In fact his family has been 
a source of strength for him. He is an 
emotional person but one .seldom secs 


E 


that affecting his performance. No 
Indian can forget the century against 
Kenya aficr his father's demise. It 
woke up a sulking Indian team to rise 
and perform 

The pride he derives playing for 
India is immense He is known to cry 
in the diessing room when the team 
ki.ses or he fails to perform — an emo¬ 
tion which has earned the respect of 
other players. Emotions have their 
ow n biases— Sachin, loo, has his own. 

His preferences for Bombay players 
IS a fact that can’t be ignored. He was 
the one who brought Paras Mhambrey 
into the team. He was instrumental in 
bringing Apt Agarkar, Sairaj Bahutulc 
and how can one forget the number of 
times .Sachin has spoken tor Vinod 
Kambli. 

■fhe Bombay bias has been a long¬ 
standing problem of Indian cricket 
.Someone of the calibre ol Saurav 
Ganguly had to wan tor lour yeais 
before getting the mid — the case of 
Robin Singh is unfortunate to sa> the 
.least Sachin has this prejudice tmt 
those close to him say it’s not his inten¬ 
tion to do injustice Others tccl he is 
moie at home with Bombay playeis, 
since he is able to eomrnumeate beltei 
and gel results out ol them 

This may be tine - - he led Bombay 
in that resounding win against the visit¬ 
ing Austialian team in IWfi The 
Mhainbreys and .Agarkais delivered in 
the three-day tie. But docs that justiiy 
his prejudice'’ 

Then, ol couise, Iheie is this wdiolc 
thing about politics within tlx* leaiii 
Regional biases have translated into 
lobbies within the team thank'- to 
A/hai's Tel alone' policy. If Sachm 
lets his bia.ses gel the bettei ol him he 
might be adding fuel to the fiie He 
needs to cement the fissures, not widen 
them 

We have a good guy at the helm — 
the best we have. But this man h.is to 
piove a lot more than |usl scoring runs 
and at times winning the mutch for 
India with his willow He has to lead 
India to victory Not only has he to per¬ 
form, he has to make others perform, 
plan, motivate and in ca.se of defeat, 
take resptinsibihty 

Till now Sachin was doing what he 
IS good at. As a captain he will have dif¬ 
ferent challenges, some of which he 
may not like. How he copes is his bigg 
esttest. • 
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The Pied Pipt^ 


Can WBIDC 
chairman Somnath 
Chatterjee bring 
foreign investors to 
West Bengal? 


A ndhra Pradesh chid mini¬ 
ster Chandrababu Naidu is 
not the only CM of India to 
embark on massive 
industrial ventures West 
Bengal chiei ministei Jyoti Basu is 
cc|ually ambitious and is persevering to 
transform West Bengal into a booming 
industrial economy in the next millen¬ 
nium And the man chosen to fulfil his 
dreams is; Somnath Chatterjee, MP and 
chairman ot the Wesi Bengal Industrial 
Development Corporation (WBIDC). 
The WBIDC has been specifically creat¬ 
ed to woo investors and promote indus¬ 
try and infrastructure in West Bengal. 
Recently, when Somnath Chatterjee 


MILLENNIUM DREAMS 



J-WINa joint venture between WBIDC and India's leading financial 
institution ICICI Utnited—has been set up primarily to promote, develop and 
finance infrastructure projects in the state. Currently, I-WIN is working on 
several projects. Following are some of them: 

NORTHkSOUTH CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECT; An integrated, 
multi-modal transport corridor is being undertaken between the port towns of 
Calcutta and Haldia in the southern part of the state and the major northern 
trading town of the state, Siliguri. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
sanctioned US $ 1 million tor undertaking study of the project. 

An international consortium of consultants are presently conducting the 
feasibility study. It is expected to be completed by March 20(M). And ft is 
anticipated that work on Calcutta to Haldia Express Highway will begin in early 
2000 . 

30 mEd WATER SUPPLY PROJECT IN HALDIA: On behalf Of Haldia 
Development Authority (HDA), this project Is being developed to meet the 
growing requirement ot industrial water in the port city of Haldia. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF HALDIA: i-WIN been been asked by the HDA 
to develop strategy lor financing the implementation ot the pian. Subsequently, 
I-WIN prepared the tender document and sent it to the short-listed consultants. 



Now, the bids received by the l-WlN 
are being evaluated. 

INFORMATION 
SUPER-HIGHWAY FOR WEST 
BENGAL: West Bengal State 
Electricity Board (WBSEB) has asked 
I-WIN to prepare a plan for setting up 
an optical fibre cabte-based 
information super-highway in the 
state using the power utilities, 
transmission and distribution 
network. The draft report for buiWihg 
up a 2,000-km long statewide 
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Of Calcutta 





HU Basil «lft HPL: ftieclraam>mwchant 


received an invitation from the organi¬ 
sers of the North American Bengali Con¬ 
ference to deliver the key note address at 
San Jose. USA, Jyoti Basu asked him to 
use the opportunity to interact with 
NRls and foreign companies. "Accor¬ 
dingly. we oiganised a business promo¬ 
tion lour to Japan. USA and United King¬ 
dom. I can tell you that our meetings 
with foi“ign companies have been very 
fruitful." said Somanlh Chatterjee 

On his trip to Japan. USA and 
England, Chatterjee was accompanied 
by the govcniinent and WBIDC officia¬ 
ls. and a group of industrialists. During 
Iheirstay. Indian businessmen andoffici 
als held a senes of meetings with 
industiial captains and financial institu¬ 
tions to "woo investors and enirepic- 
ncurs" in West Bengal. 

In Japan, the delegation met T. Utchi- 
da, vice-prcsidcnl OECF. and discus.sed 
the ongoing firojects of Bakreshwar 
Powci Plant, transmission and distribu¬ 
tion network upgiadation ol WBSEB 
and urban intia.sinictuic projects like 
flyovers. Business meetings were also 


held with Mitsui, Mit.subishi Coropra- 
tion, Hitachi, Toyo Engineering Corpo¬ 
ration and Sumitomo executives for 
implementing projects such as Rs 1.600 
crore Haldia H A plant. Rs 440 crore 
PET Resin plant. Rs 400 ciore phenol 
(from benzene) plant, con.struction of 
Monorail system in Calcutta and various 
other Haldia Pctroclieniicals Limited 
(HPL) ‘downstieaiii projects' 

In United States, the delegation inter¬ 
acted with information technology (IT) 
companies Fioni the meetings, ii emerg¬ 
ed (hat Calcutta was poised to take 
advantage of US $4^s() million market in 
software and serv ices. It was also decid¬ 
ed to form a ‘Silicon Valley Extension’ 
which would act as a ‘new venture incu¬ 
bation project’ lor the IT mvestments in 
Calcutta 

T he otficials of HPL akso presented to 
Inteniational Finance Coipoialioii 
(JFC) 111 Washington piofiles of 12 infra- 
structuie projects in Haldia and request¬ 
ed the IFC to consider participation m 
equity. "Our team also had a meeting 


network has been submitted to 
WBSEB in March 99 and is now being 
considered by the government. 

RECLAMATION OF NORTHERN 
CANAL SYSTEM OF CALCUTTA: 

The state transport department has 
asked I*WIN to conduct a feasibility 
study on reclamation of 43-km long 
Nortflem Canal System for 
^navigational purposes. At FWtN’s 
invtetion, ateam of British 
Waterways came to Calcutta to study 
the.|>fojeGt. They concluded; it is 
technicatly feasible to reclaim the 
(am\ system^ ADB is providing 
financiai assistance for this project. 

PLOmCULniRE 
mniASTinicTuiiE project: 

IWWN is developing RorlcuiUire 
Infcastnicture Complex in north and 


south Bengal for the food department 
of India So far. I-WIN has received 
technical support from floriculture 
experts of UNIDO and had engaged 
an expert from Israel to provide 
technical inputs. Some British, Israeli 
and Dutch companies are showing 
interest in the project. 

VENTURE CAPITAL FUND FOR 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SECTOR; On the request of the West 
Bengal Electronic Industries 
Development Corporation, l-WlN Is 


r® / 


setting up a venture capital fund for IT 
in the state, SIDBI has already shown 
interest in contributing up to 50 per 
cent fund. 

ELECTRIC TROLLEY-BASED 
MASS TRANSPORT SYSTEM IN 
CALCUHA: On behalf of the 
transport department. I-WIN is 
working on a project for introducing 
Electric Trolley Bus in the city by 
using the existing infrastructure of 
Calcutta Tramways Corporation. The 
preliminary financial analysis of the 
project has been completed. • 


flUKDAV 1 4 August 1999 









"Why single out only West Bengal?'' 

Asks SomnathChaterjee 


SUNDAY: How was UiU trip 
ififhMwiit ftom tho proviotts 
onos? 

Somanth Chatterjee: Well, for 
the first time people of West Bengal 
settled abroad took interest in 
business. (Luuyhs) As you know, 
Bengalis aren’t known to be much of 
an entrepreneur, but this time they 
5 looked different In fact, they 
I organised a business session and 
I showed interest in investing in IT, 

5 engineering and electronics sectors 
* in We.st Bengal, 

So did the other NRIs. And of course, our bu.sines.s 
meetings in USA, Japan and United Kingdom were veiy 
fruitful. The foreign investors insisted we maintain 
conatet through internet and video conferencing. 

Q: Yat, iiMhistriailsailon doasn't Mam to taka 
olYhi Wost Boncal? 

A: Please, let me know what is happening elsewhere in 
India? I don't know why West Bengal is always singled 
out. Haldia today is almost ready and Bakreshwar power 
plant has been inaugurated It is one of the biggest power 
projects. We are also working on numerous transport, road 
and infrastructural projects. Several Maharashtra units 
have also come here to start downstream projects. Many 
sick units have been revived. Of course, a lot more needs to 
be done. 

Q: Poralgn Investors are too cautious about 


West Beniirt.M 

A: True. Because Delhi never supports us. Whatever is 
happening here is solely due to our own efforts. The 
central govememt doesn’t sponsor us, no projection is 
made of eastern India and not a single delegation is sent 
here; these need to be highlighted. No one is espousing 
West Bengal's cause. 

Q: Has tha McKinsay and Compmy's raport 
banaflttad tha stata? 

A: Definitely, the study has immen.sely helped us. They 
have said some good things and have also pointed our 
defects, which we are trying to correct. 

Q: Will It affact tha i^cuttura of tha stata? 

A: No, no. Industnalisation in West Bengal is totally 
.supplementary. This state has a very good purchasing 
power in the rural areas. And that is being appreciated even 
by foreign investors. In fact, our rural economy is the 
bedrock of our industrialisation, 

Q: What's H llks comblninA husinass with 
politics? 

A: (Laughs) No, I’m not in business. I'm in the busines of 
getting people to do business in West Bengal. The CM 
wants me to carry on, so I’m here. 

Q: How’s it going back to tho poopio again? 

A: Well, this will be my ninth term, if 1 win. 1 have served 
between the fifth and twelvth Parliament. So it’s nothing 
new for me. This time, I didn’t want to contest, but the CM 
insi.sted. • 



with tlie World Bank officials to discuss 
the North-South (Transportation 
Infrastructure) Corridoi protect, which 
IS being developed by the ADB," said 
Chatterjee 

Finally, in United Kingdom meetings 
were held with British Plastic Federa¬ 
tion. British Waterways, British Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry, London 
Chamber of Commerce and NRIs. "The 
respon.se was very positive m UK in 
tenns of their involvement in plastic pro¬ 
cessing units, reclamation of North 
Canal System, etc.," said the WBIDC 
chairman. 

All this sounds very optimistic. But is 
West Bengal ready for foreign 
investors'^ According to Mckinscy and 
Company (which carried out a study for 
as.sessing the issues confronting the 
slate in attracting investments), We.st 


Bengal must embark on a ‘revolutionary 
change programme to attract investors’. 
Though the state has inherent advanta¬ 
ges — in tenns of large markets, good 
access to key resources and the increas¬ 
ing favourable business scenarit) -— it 
has to become unquestionably 
investor-friendly 

McKinsey warned that before enibai- 
king on an ambitious indu.slrial drive, 
the state will have to improve its social 
and physical infrastructure, enhance the 
investor climate, streamline procedures 
and improve labour relations. The 
McKinsey team also suggested that 
West Bengal must try to replicate the suc¬ 
cess of other countries in the world that 
have radically transformed themselves 
like Pittsburgh in USA and Malaysia. 

Encouraged, Jyoti Basu and his Cabi¬ 
net have announced an investor-friendly 
industrial policy and have also declared 


new incentive schemes tor industries of 
We.st Bengal. The sincerity of the slate 
government to attiact investors and 
develop industries in West Bengal also 
reflected in the key note address of Sora- 
nath Chatterjee at San Jose in USA 

"I would like to invite you to come 
and see for yourselves the winds of 
change...in West Bengal. Come and 
share your knowledge, your expertise, 
provide entrepreneurship and...please 
share our optimism and our hopes with 
others in this country," pleaded Chatler- 
jee at San Jose. 

Possibly, one couldn’t have been 
more humble in his approach to attract 
investors in West Bengal. But the mill¬ 
ion dollar question is: are the foreign 
investors ready to part with their green¬ 
backs, yens and pounds? • 

Ariittlam Sarkar/Cmieiittm 
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Flexible Marxist 

Somnath Chatterjee is a man for all seasons 



He represents the "London School" in the party, becoming 
the natural follower of men lihe Bhupesh Gupta, Indrajti 
Gupta and Jlyoti Basu. Me is at home in English, with the 
English because his ideological limits are so very elastic 


O nly recently, CP1{M) politburo 
member Sitaram Yechury was 
caught on the wrong foot. He 
was, he said, revealing the "scam of the 
millennium" involving the caretaker 
BJP-led central government in the 
glitches in the telecom policy. Yechu¬ 
ry’s main argument was that it was 
wrong to bail out telecom companies 
because they were making a lot of 
money by selling their equity. 

The very next day, the BJP released to 
the public, a letter to the PM written by a 
senior CPI(M) leader in his capacity as 
chairman of the standing committee on 
c(immunication.s. The letter said "cellu¬ 
lar operators have categorically denied 
that they received any premium by the 
sale of shares at a discount as has been 
alleged in certum interested quarters”. 

The letter went on to add; "If it is 
ascertained by the government on a pro¬ 
per review that the existing cellular ope¬ 
rators cannot survive without inlroduc 
tion of a revenue shanng arrangement 
then obviously proper consideration has 
to be given upon an objective assess¬ 
ment of ail the issues with an open mind." 

U IS not hard to guess the identity ot 
this senior leader of the CPI(M) who oft¬ 
en floats some opinion or other which 
the party docs not endorse. And when 
the party seeks clarifications or an expla¬ 
nation, he always says it was a mistake. 
Whether it is the drafting of the Religion 
Bill for the government of Narasunha 
Rao or an issue regarding telecom. 

In his personal/social circles (quite 
different from the mob at the Bhai Vir 
Singh Marg) of bureaucrats, lawyers 
and businessmen, he is happy to loudly 
criticise his party bosses. But so far. 
only once has he shown the courage to 
ghalienge the party: when the Vajpayee 
government lost the vote-of-confidence, 
he was the one who took the initiative to 
as.semhle all the MPs and wrote a letter 
to the party requesting them to allow 
Jyoti Basu to become the alternative 
PM. Informally, the party accepted his 
suggestion but later he was censured for 
hisrole, including going to the press with 
the ‘decision’ ttiat Basu would be the 
next PM; the denial came quickly. The 
party had never ‘officially’ taken this 
line. 


When new s of his censure by the par¬ 
ty became public, he announced tliat he 
would not fight the Lok Sabha elections. 
Bui everyone knew that no great pcisua- 
sion would be required to make him 
change his mind. If it had been someone 
as feisty as Saituddin Choudhary, they 
would have gone down fighting rather 
than change their mind If it had been a 
pragmatist like Jyoti Basu he would 
have u.sed his political sense. But even 
without ‘outstanding’ qualities, he is the 
parliamentary leader of the party and 
now even a member of the Central Com¬ 
mittee, a position which has come to him 
after a long and humiliating wait 
because foi a long time, he was leader of 
the party in the House but not a member 
of the central committee. 

But then responsibility without 
power has never been a headache for 
him. The party has taken care of him. He 
was given a safe seat after he lost to 
Mamata Banerjee and he was grateful to 
the party for that. At one stage, Jyoti 
Basu even thought that he may be the 
right one to inherit. But without power 


or influence in the paily. he has now 
been overtaken by Buddhadeb Bhat- 
tachaiyu. He was made the chairman of 
the West Bengal Industnal Develop¬ 
ment Corporation (WBIDC) But 
because his tall claims about bringing 
foreign investment to Wc.st Bengal did 
not materialise, whenever he signed a 
new MoU. people only laughed. 

Yet, he is an important person in the 
party. The reason^ One fact yields a 
clue. In the last party congress, he was 
the only delegate whose monthly inco¬ 
me was more than Rs .‘iO.OfK). He is the 
son of Ninnal Chandra Chatterjee, a 
founder member of the Hindu Mahasab- 
ha who shilled to the Left later in life. He 
represents the "London School" m the 
party, becoming the natural follower of 
men like Bhupesh Gupta. Indrajit Gupta 
and Jyoti Basil. He is at home in English, 
with the English because his ideologi¬ 
cal limits are so very clastic. He is nei¬ 
ther a communist, nor can he desert the 
party. He represents a living contradic¬ 
tion. His name is Somnath Chatteijee. • 
ffj(fnf Srinivmami/Nmw DMM 
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Uh, sorry 

MR GANDHI 

Was a time when after you 
had wronged sttmebudy you 
went right up and 
apologised. Or you didn't. 
It's changed now. 
Apparently, ilic pcnnissibic 
lime span to decide whether 
you arc at all going to say 
sorry or not has gone up; the 
latest upper limit set is 105 
years, doc.sn't matter if the 
guy you hurt is dead and 
gone. Last month, in a rather 
stale iwi.si to post-apartheid 
diplomacy. South Africa’s 
KwaZulu Natal Law Society 
api'logised imsthiininiisly to 


Mahatma Gandhi for having 
oppivsed his application, in 
1894, to practise as a lawyer 
because-he was non-white. 
Gundhiji. then fresh out of a 
London law schtnil, had 
been taken to S A by an 
Indian businessman to right 
a case. “The society 
apologises 

unconditionally...to the late 
Mahatma Gandhi for having 
attempted lo restrict his 
rights t(, practise as an 
advocate in Natal," said 
David Randall, now 
president of the society. At 
that lime, Randall clarified, 
only those of "Buropean 
extraction" could be . 
admitted as advcK-ales of the 
Supreme Coun. Perhaps a 
much saner response conics 
from a former anli-uparthcid 
activist, KwaZulu Natal 
stale attorney Krish 
Govender. “II Gandhiji was 
alive today he would be 
hxikmg towards the new 
millennium instead of 
seeking apology for sms of 
the past." 




India and walt disney 

WORLD 


Decor counts. Especially when the set-up i.s Walt Di.sney 
World Resort and you’re planning a further take-off on 
Rudyard Kipling. In its millennium celebration.s, Disney 
World managers have suddenly discovered that since 1971, 
some600 million Indian tourists have been Disney visitors. In 
fact, India now figures among the top 20 of their international 
markets. So now, iastead of just animated versions of 
Kipling's characters, it’s going to be a virtual slice of India 
thi,s time: the rapids of River Kali on the Indo-Nepal border 
are being recreated for folks who get a kick out of white-water 
rafting or the Maharajah Jungle Trek, a journey on foot 
through dense jungles inhabited by wild and exotic animals. 
How much India interests them is clear from die fact that 
Disney imagineers spent months travelling in the country to 
get a rirst-hand feel of its changing face. I^e result is an 
exhibit, dedicated to India’s women and health management 
project, which has been designed as part of die Millemuum 
Village, another of the new Urinations in the dreamset^. 
And the first-ever crew of ten cast roonbers from India be 

actually working on different projects of the roughly 
1 S-month'long celebrations which start on 1 Octol)|i^ at, 
Florida. 
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Compiled by ANANDA KAMAL SEN 


Cut, cut, cut 

Hjgh phitlery and low sensibility come together, this time in a 
not-sMntelligent apphtatioil of moral parameters In what is 
obviously a case of much ado about nothing, Censoi Board 
ofTicials, upholders of the nation’s moral rectitude, say that 
Sbakkar Kapor** Elizvbt th — slotted lor a 1 August screening 
at Sin Fort auditonum, Delhi—needs three cuts heloic the 
film can be even granted an ‘Adult’ certificate 
Kapur hit bacK deciding not to go ahead with the screening 
unle,ss the censors back off "The cuts interfere with the 
understanding of the narrative which in any case is very 
complex," he said "I would rather the people of India saw the 
film the way I intended the audience all o\ er the world to sec 
It " The first cut demanded aie two words used by the Duke ol 
Anjou to address Elizabeth — ‘Your qutnny‘ which in 
archaic slang refers to the female anatomy The next relates to 
a love scene which shows a fleeting glimpse of a naked man 
mos ing ovci a woman on a bed and visuals of a woman s bare 



bieasts The final cut is the scene whcic the seveied head of 
Loid Arundel is shown on a stake Piobablc next on the 
board‘s agenda Walt Disney's animated T.ir/an when it 
comes lo India—he weais a loincloth 


Celebrity scan: they’re also in the news, folks 


story of a 
Quarrel—and 
Patch-up 

Dramabs Personae: 

Saniokhtn J. dcia bi low 
niatia c|iKciiot Katlihiwad 
(lUiaial and Villas Vliukla 
liiectoi ol llu film 
(lodnuitlu I which siais 
Shabana \/nn anclNiimal 
I’andej 


The Conflict: The film had 
been banned 1 1 om 
coinmcicial icleasealtei 
ladcia tiled a petition in 
Rajkol High Court "1 want 
the film to be banned It is 
based on my life and 



portiays a bad pitiuic of the 
Meharcominunilv slu said 
thicatening todiag Shukla 
into a case wluit he would 
never gel out ol tlu mess and 
Ins film never sec ihi In’lu ol 
da) 

Denouement: n oui of couit 
settlement Appai' rillv tin 
dncctor agiced to two i iits 
and in leluin she wilhdn w 
hei objections to soiiu oihei 
poitions of the film 

Real Winner I aw ol tlic land 
1 1 got a nial i.i don w i tli ‘i 2 ^ 
ciiminal cases legisuicd 
against hei gang lo move 
court foi justice 

He wants to be 

Cultural 

Ambassador 

■ ' I want to spread the 
culture of Punjab beyond its 
bouncLuies," says Harbfcajan 
Mann ' Somy songs aie 
made in a way (thatl it 
appeals to one and all even 
to those who don’t 
understand the language' 
The Canada-based Punjabi 
singer’s album Uvt Hove, 



which Clacked the maikct 
this ycai selling lour lakh 
copies and breaking cailiei 
ici Olds set by Ddicr Mchndi, 
got his break I wo years ago 
when the laleCiulshan 
Kumar decided lo piomolc 
him 1 he songs, by lyi icist 
Bdbu Singh were an instant 
hit Haibhdjan who has been 
dttiacting huge i rowds on 
his loieigii touts, has also got 
othci jiiicici ofleisand 
sponsors Asked whcthei it 
means his date with the 
comjvaiiy which piomoied 
him will end, he smiled but 
said nothing It was a semoi 
company official who piped 
in "We have the 
wherewithal to piomotc him 
any whcic in the woild' 


Sbe’s the 
latest 

Adventuress 

■ Choicogiajihii turns 
film makci FarahKhan who 
ihoieogiaphcd for the film 
Kudi Kuc h HoUi Hot 
except the lead song winch 
was by Santosh Sivan is 
going lo diicct a film She s 
willing ihc sciipi hei -.tU 
and, accoidmg lo a lepuilei 
IS ahead) half wav thiough 


It Shah Rukh Khan plays the 1 
lead and of couise, there's a 
chaiacter specially cicated 
lor her comedian brolhci 
Sajiid The icst is nebulous 
still, barring one post — that 
ol choicogiapher 
Obviously 
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SRIDE VI ftOMEY KAPOOR 


Also, husband Boney has 
finally had a hit With Sirf 
Turn, and is therefore in a 
more confident frame of 
mind, 

So what better time could 
there be to rc-launch his wife 
in a home production? 


umours of Sri- 
devi's come- 
back continue 
to float in the 
film industry 
Everyone is 
apparently going on about 
the fact that she has lost a 
remarkable amount of 
weight and is looking belter 
than ever. 


ray, what was 
the point of 
t^^Dino Morea 

himself Sid- 
dhant when 
he .signed up his first Hindi 
film? The logic behind the 
move clearly was to choose a 
name that the audiences 
would be familiar with, 
rather than the foxing- 
sounding Dino (for the bene¬ 
fit of the uninitiated, Morea 
is half Italian). 


♦ inally, Juhi 

Chawla is 
ready to 
admit that she 
is, in fact, Mrs 
Jai Mehta. 

Even though the couple 
married more than a year 
ago. Chawla refused to 



acknowledge her wedded sta¬ 
tus in public or to the media. 
Pressed on the issue, she 
would react with a coy ‘no 
comment’ which was, in 
fact, all the confirmation any¬ 
body needed. 

Juhi’s fear, apparently, 
was that her career would be 
adversely affected by the 
news of her mairi- 
age and 



call hiih Dino, whether it is 
fans, the ipagazines or even 
the trade. 

But then, as the great poet 
once said, what's in a name? 


♦ f the Ruby 
Bhatia saga 
has proved 
anything, it is 
that it’s 
impossible to 
keep a good Punjabi down. 

Her career on Channel V 
ended in somewhat acrimo¬ 
nious circumstances, but 
Ruby soon resurfaced as the 
hostess of such shows as 
Ooh La La on STAR Plus. 
And now that her stint on 
these music programmes is 
over, she is back in a new 
avatar. 

These days. Ruby is doing 
duty on the Kinetic Mega 
Show, on which she inter¬ 
views such stars as Manisha 
Koirala, Sonali Bendre, Sus- 
hmita Sen and Saif All Khan. 

Bhatia is as effervescent 
as ever, chivving the audien¬ 
ce along as she gets the stars 
to open up to her. But is it loo 
soon to hope that she has — 
at last — found her true 
metier? • 


But that hasn’t worked. 
He may be Siddhant official¬ 
ly but everyone continues to 


that producers would fight 
shy of signing her on. But 
now that Kajol has proved 
that a heroine’s marital sta¬ 
tus is not as imixirtant as her 
box-office draw, Chawla has 
decided to conic out with the 
truth. 

The only problem is that 
by now nobody is interested. 


















THE ANGRY CHIEF: S. C. Jamir 

NAGALAND 

The money game 

S. C. Jamir hits back after a CAG report indicts his government for a lottery 

scam 


T he numbers game in Nagaland is really hotting up 
But this time, it’s not political permutation that has 
taken centre-stage. Ii’s the lottery' scam which is 
threatening to blow up into the biggest financial scan¬ 
dal in recent times. According to the latest report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) on Nagaland 
State Lottery, a sum of Rs 5,()(X) crorc ha.s been swindled by a 
politician-bureaucrat-lottery agent nexus. 

In its; report tabled in the Nagaland Assembly during the 
just-concluded Budget session, the CAG alleged that only 
0.105 percent of the total turnover of Rs 38,297.32 crore, gene¬ 
rated from the state lottery between October 1993 and Novem¬ 
ber 1997. was received by the government. The CAG report 
also accused the state government of arbitrarily reducing the 
guaranteed return amount, leading to the loss of revenue to the 
tune of Rs 9.74 crore between November 1995 and November 
1997. 

With parliamentary elections round the comer, the report 
[ has, obviously, come at a most innoportune moment for the 
S.C. Jamir-led Congress government. But, surprisingly, the 
Opposition is yet to make an issue out of it. 


And chief minister Jamir has been his usual unflappable 
self. He ha.s. in tact, hit back by accusing the CAG of conniv¬ 
ing with the Opposition to leak to the press the contents of the 
report belore it was tabled in the House He ha.s even urged the 
Speaker, Zoveho Lohe, to conduct an enquiry against the offi¬ 
cers who have breached the privilege of the House. 

"Not only is the systematic leakage of the report of CAG a 
deliberate attempt to malign the goodwill of the government 
and the august insutution, but the very contents of the report 
suggest that it is a systematic ploy to malign the reputation 
and goodwill of my movemment," alleges Jamir. 

The chief minister insists that the figures are highly "exag¬ 
gerated". "Such was the competence of the officers of the 
CAG and the zeal to fabricate a scam that in calculating this 
figure of Rs 26,000 crore (approx ), it ignored the calculation 
of prize money which is about 91 per cent." he points out. This 
refers to the Guwahati High Court judgement dated 16 Janua¬ 
ry, ! 998, in the state of Nagaland vs Union of India case pegg¬ 
ing the prize money from single-digit lotteries of Nagaland at 
90.91 percent. 

Jamir also argues that while "concocting" the figures, the 
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CAG has taken into consideration the sale of all tickets that 
are printed. In reality, claims the chief minister, only 20 to 30 
per cent of the tickets printed are actually sold. "If profit- 
sharing was calculated on tickets sold and the effort made by 
the office of CAG was to ascertain facts and truth, the sensatio¬ 
nal figures could have been avoided," adds Jamir. 

On the issue of reducing guarantee money from Rs 6,000 
per draw to Rs 4,000 per draw, the Nagaland CM says that it 
was done keeping in mind the simple calculation that if the lia¬ 
bility had to be thrust on the agent, then the guarantee amount 
had to be reduced. Rejecting the CAG charge that a sum of Rs 
54.75 crore of taxable prize money had not been paid to the 
DirKtor State Lottery (DSL) by the Sole Distributor (SD), 
Jamir explains that the DSL had sold tickets and entered into 
an agreement that the unclaimed prize money would amount 
to that on the tickets already sold by the SD, and not involve 
those remaining unsold with the SD. According to the CM, 
even the Supreme Court, in the H. Anraj case, has ruled that 
the lottery agent is not a prize-winner and the prizes on unsold 
tickets held by him do not figure in the calculations. 

Meanwhile, ignoring the controversial CAG report, the 
government has restarted the state lottery from Kohima..It had 
earlier suspended the lottery business for some time follow¬ 
ing a Supreme Court directive, resulting in a monthly revenue 
loss to the tune of Rs 1 -1.5 crore. Now, the state government is 
carrying out 13 draws daily and raking in Rs 10-15 lakh per 
day. 

And as if to prove a point. M/s M.S. Associates has been 
retained as SD for the state lottery. The CAG report has been 
particularly critical of the state govemment-M.S. Associates 
nexus while studying the lottery business in Nagaland. Other 
smaller states like i\runachal Pradesh and Mizoram have also- 
resumed the lottery business, which has always been a major 
source of revenue for these north-eastern states. Earlier, while 
imposing the ban on the state lotteries, the Centre had promis¬ 
ed to compensate the smaller states by providing financial 
assistance to cover up the revenue losses. But the states are yet 
to receive any compensation. 

With S.C. Jamir launching a strong counter-attack against 
the CAG report, a thorough investigation into the lottery scam 
is required to set things right. • 

Pmimmp Pmnmk/Kohlmm 


WEST B ENGAL 

Alliance time 

Subash Ghising demands a review of the 
DGHC Accord 

C ome elections and GNLF supremo Subash Ghising is 
back in the limelight. All the major political parties 
have set their eyes on the Daijecling Lok Sabha seat. 
This is not surprising. Since 1986, when the GNLF launched 
its Gorkhaland movement, Ghising has continued to remain 
the deciding factor. 

Parties are already lining up to meet Ghising. Aspirants 
from the Congress have met him, hoping that the GNLF supre¬ 
mo will tilt towards their party. But Ghising is no fool. He 
knows that in the coming elections, the Congress is unlikely 



DRIVING A BARGAIN; Subash Ghising 
to notch up anything significant in Parliament. Moreover, Ghi¬ 
sing cannot forget the raw deal he was meted out in the early 
Nineties when Narasimha Rao was at the helm of the Con¬ 
gress. With these memories, it is unlikely that the GNLF will 
lend its weight to the Congress. 

Enter Trinamul Congress. Fiery Mamaia Baneijec cannot 
strike up an alliance with the hill chieftain because of his stri¬ 
dent anti-Bengali stand. That leaves only the CPI(M) as Ghi- 


Party time 

A 8r<^p of legislators from Uttar 
Pradesh decide to go on a foreign trip 
to learn about democracy 

Wtojt iriAy telbse to «)e eye to eye; they may continue to 
I gti^ lor each mbei; may be ideologically poles 
apaftiaatltb^mayeaUea^otfwr names. But when itcom* 

«t to nuNfhng bei^ts, pciitieians of Uttar Pmde^ am 
more tfun willing, to sidk their dil^erences and grab Gie 
be^trf’boGi worlds. 

Se, it sat^h panvor's much-touted "principled 
iqppnttch'', die Samaiwadi Party’s "tough udk'i die Bahu- 
jM Sanu^ Patty’s dogmatism or the sdf-proclaimed 
"idealism" of the Congress, evmydimg takes the bock seat 
when k tmtties to the quesdon oi going fm cooler chmes. 

A ddi^tioo of 17.nfiim^ers and legislators was schedttn 
* ledtogoonal6«dBytt>ur(^U$A,Canada,UKandHd- 
land smnetinte in June to "study how the Western 
denooctacies fuaedm*- But the hip was cancelled on 
accoumof the ICargUtro«))le. ’Thanks to thear twidon surge 
of pauiodc fedmgs,drepcdk^ tour^ 

But dteir '’patriod^* kood eaqiosed whm widda tilf 

d» dedated "ceasefire", ftey g« back to lobbyit^ to 
reviye-thetour. __ _ 'iV, 

As the detcfstecm included Assembly Speaker 
Nadi as well as toe chalrtnan of the Vidban 1^- 
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sing’s possible allies. 

All Acse years, the CPI(M) and the GNLF has shared a love- 
hate relationship. In fact, CPI(M) leader and state minister for 
municipal affairs Ashok Bhattachaijee has already met Ghis- 
ing in Darjeeling. The second round of talks have been held in 
Calcutta where the GNLF supremo had a long meeting with 
' chief minister Jyoti Basu. 

Ghising seems undecided as to whether he will lend sup¬ 
port to the CPI(M) or field his own candidate. It is too early to 
say which way he will go. There are signs of hard bargaining 
which is going on. During his Calcutta visit, Ghising insisted 
on a review of the DGHC Accord of 1988, which, according 
to him, had many loopholes. What is surprising is that it took 
more than a decade to identify the loopholes, and that too, 
before the Lok Sabha elections. But the problem is that the 
state government cannot satisfy Ghising alone. The central 
government is also a party to the DGHC Accord. 

Apart from a review of the DGHC accord, another bargain¬ 
ing point which Ghising is likely to use is the question of bring¬ 
ing in more departments under the purview of the Hill Coun¬ 
cil. thus gain access to a larger share of power and fund.s. 

Jyoti Basu cannot afford to lose the Darjeeling parliamenta¬ 
ry seat. So the CM has announced the formation of a review 
V committee headed by Ashok Bhattacharjee. This high- 
powered committee will look into the possibility of amend¬ 
ments suggested by Ghising. On his part, Basu wanted Ghi- 
sing’s support to the CPI(M) candidate as a quid pro quo. 

These developments have not been taken kindly by the Con¬ 
gress. According to Prasanta Nandi, a prominent Congress 

shad, Nityanaid Swami, the reopening of ^ closed ch^ 
ter was done «an amszang speed. The staite^ance depart¬ 
ment was more dian prompt in saaedtming a whopping Rs 
20 lidch for the trip. Everything vm chnund widiin 48 
hours. Thou^ there was no povision lor tddng along 
spcHis^, u least duee of the h^lislators were known to be 
t^ng their wives with them. No one Imows who is foex- 
ingth^ bills. 

^ Interestingly, theentoun^e include six ministers of the 

I Ktdyaa ^ngh Cabinet, besides two legislatom belonging 
to die BJP, two each of the BSP and the Samajwadi Patty 
and (me each from the Congress and the Ldc Dai. Tlte sdec* 
U^BNiNQ eXpSUEriCet iTesrl A/bfh 



leader from Siliguri, the minouncement of the formation of 
the review committee just before the election was a violation 
of the code of conduct. "The CPRM) is trying to buy votes 
from the GNLF, by promising to transfer more departments to 
the DGHC," Nandi alleged. 

Meanwhile, Subash Ghising as a leader is m dilemma. 
There is a strong demand inside his own party to field its own 
candidate from Daijeeling. According to political observers, 
Ghising will never bow to the idea of sending a lone GNLF 
representative to Parliament because he will never allow the 
formation of any other power centre barring himself. 

Ghising has so far played the role of a kingmaker, rather 
than win the seat for his own party. Only in 1989 did the 
GNLF sent Indeijit Khullar — then friend, philosopher and 
guide of Ghising—to the Parliament as a GNLF candidate. 

Two years later, in 1991, Khullar became a Congress candi¬ 
date, supported by the GNLF, and he won again, defeating the 
CPI(M). In the course of the next five years, Ghising’s 
honeymoon with the Congress came to an end. 

During 1996 Lok Sabha elections, Ghising gave a boycott 
call which went in favour of the CPRM) candidate R.B. Rai. 
By the time the 1998 elections came, political equations in the 
hills had changed completely. The Daijcehng district commit¬ 
tee of the CPRM) had split and the Communist Party of Revo¬ 
lutionary Marxist (CPRM) was formed under R.B. Rai, Dawa 
Lama and others. 

But options are wide open this time. Many of the strategies 
have been exhausted. The backroom boys are now busy think¬ 
ing up new ones and driving new bargains. • 

ivm Quha/9lllgurt 

tioh has obvioii^y bden iQd# on considara* 

tions uid' whid seems io h»ve tesBy i^hoched ti» deal in 
frtyduf of msity wet their with frie diief minister 
andtheSiKttfafr. 

These tawnu&m’ scant n^ard for foe state’s nem'- 
esqity coffiati w<»t no seoret. Btit no one foca^ht foey 
would even ti^uwe foe stfomiaed by foe ComiifroR 

ler wad Audiftn Gnte)^<CA<l). Barely a few days before 
foe hasty inmetto ffoi foe Mp, the CAG had (»stigated foe 
GPgovemmentforinduigingiatheextravagaiiceofaUow*' 
ing foieige jaunts to minisiers and IAS officers. Die rqwrt 
p<^ted0fo foatrales wme violated in 62 of foe 68 cases of 
fcwdgn travel in 1997. 

Moreover, vfoat seems to have itited foe man aa the 
street in Lucknow was the fact foat while citizots frcHD dif¬ 
ferent walks of life were busy coUecti^ delation for Kar- , 
gii mmtyn (a sizeable number of victims came fixan UP), 
foe netas were moving heaven and earth to ensure dieir 
foreign trip. 

way this whole exercise has been carried out goes 
to show as if 8 frmd-starved government was waiting for 
peojf^ to donafo generously in the name of Kargii so that 
oar n^as could ftifU foeir long-cherished dream of going 
to phormlacA," poUited out D.N. Mithal who had b^ a . 
Vidhan Sabha seraetary for 17 years. 

” So what." said a legislator who found a place m board. 
"After all, we are m^ng it a point to be back h^ a dny . 
befwe 15 At^ust, foe Independence day." Indeed, havi^ 
leamt foe finer points of democracy, they are keoi to esta- 
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ANDHRA PRADESH 





’t 

V^liweiustii^out bmd of, you sit bade aaA 

‘y!k 

watchable pfograianies: 
lalHn it cane boott in die last coapte of weeks 
diaoove«eddwtH>^^ be less dian good, 
far exi^^ Sebtetust’s go at ejitemal af^Nrs 
' V sdasSter lai^aot Singh. The host aime^ hhnself with 
■\ liintt and figuies about India's ‘thsmai human rights 
\;; /'mooid* and occasiondiy waved the sheaves in Singh's 
\ 1ti», 'jPhe mterviewee, who^s been taJking in tandem with 
' 'dbiboee sainiaier <}e(x& Fernandes in the last couple of 
.. bmatfas, took^ hectoiing in his snMotb stride. He was his 
unia] uihsae sdf, reiutlng Sebastian's charges vvidunit 


Then you reaiised tbm the BBC man had fixed notions 
abontthe issues—the nuclear programme, the Kargil con¬ 
flict —he nosed duough the conveisatirai, that he’d made 



iq) his mind befenv it started and didn't quite know what to 
do when he didn't get satisfactory answers. 

George Femancies may not be as smilingly unflai^ble 
as his colleague but he was equally unmoved on the same 
subjects. If the Western nations, who’d made the maxi¬ 
mum noise about India's nuclear programme, demolished 
their stockpiles, he’d be h^y to listoi to diem, he said. 
Otherwise they could just stay out of it: he didn’t say tluu 
but the implication came through loud and clear. 

And as for his round with thespimi Dihp Kumar, he, 
Sebasdmi, didn’t know enough gboot the movies, the 
actor, even the current crisis. Maybe he ^uld sdek to 
pedttkians. • 


Report card 

V 

Chandrabahu Naidu commissions a 
study to find out how his legislators have 
performed 


T hey believed getting good grades was a nightmare left 
behind in schools and colleges. They were wrong. In die 
run-up to the coming polls, chief minister Chandrabahu 
Naidu has commissioned a study—not by any regular market 
research organisation—but by sociologists from two univer¬ 
sities in Andhra Pradesh, to detennine the winning chances of 
his sitting ML As, 

The results have been categorised into three grades—A. B 
and C — based on the TOP legislators’ image among their 
voters, their contribution to the development of their consti¬ 
tuencies and their performance in the Assembly. The results 
have not been very encouraging. 

Of the 210 odd ML As, 90 managed an "A" grade, which 
means they are sure to be renominated; 50 managed "B“, indi¬ 
cating that they could do better with a little extra effort and per¬ 
haps a change in their style of functioning. A whopping 70 
MLAs, including at least six Cabinet ministers, failed misera¬ 
bly with "C". "With electoral conduct norms in force, these 
legislators won’t be able to do much for the voters now and 
their chances of a renomination arc very very thin." says a 
senior TDP leader. 

Ip addition, Naidu announced that while he may consider 
the nomination of those who lost the last election in 1998, 
MLAs and MPs who lost both in 19% and 1998 may consider 
themselves out of reckoning. 

At the same time, the CM has launched a programme called 
Praja Deeyana (Peoples Blessings) to lure what he calls "poli¬ 
tical neutrals" — that 40 per cent of the electorate who don’t 
come to vote. In rural areas, the programme involves women 
activists of the parly going from house to house, applying kum 
kum on housewives and handing out pamphlets. 

but the call lo political neutrals is really directed at the urba¬ 
nised middle class — traditionally too lazy or too cynical to 
vole. Never before has this section been so critical of the TDP 
which, under N.T. Rama Rao, has banked on the rural and 
female voters. Naidu’s USP, on the other hand, has been his 
IT obsession, the introduction of electronic governance and 
power sector reforms backed by the World Bank—concepts 
alien to the rural voter where Naidu must bank on gra.ss-roots 
administrative reforms and the image of his legislators. 

Will all this work? Some partymen, used to NTR’s rather 
arbitrary style of functioning, are wary of the intellectualisa- 
tion and the tough regimentation in the TDP. They understand 
anqrchy better. 

But Naidu has a lot at stake in these polls. A victory will 
mean not just a return topolitical power but a personal vindica¬ 
tion — to the Opposition no doubt, but more importantly to 
himself and his partymen — that his reforms have worked 
with the people. That, at least, he was headed in the ri^t 
direction. • 

SmritmIUHU/Myimabmd 
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ARIES 


(21 March-20 April) 

Y our powers of recall are 
likely to be in a sorry 
state. You may have great 
difficulties in fishing out 
memories from the depths of 
your mind. But it is 
important not to invent 
things instead of accurate 
information New 
friendships can be made 
with people from distant 
places. 

TAURUS 


(21 April-20 May) 

W ith a bit of luck, you 
may be able to tide over 
pending work, so that 
entertainment plans can be 
implemented. Bnjoy a visit 
to the theatre, movies or 
restaurant. There is every 
chance that you will meet a 
prospective romantic 
partner Existing 
relationships will go from 
strength to strength 

i GEMINI 


(21 May-20 June) 

A lthough the conditions 
will be much to your 
liking, there will be little 
opportunity for making the 
mo.st of them. You will 
probably have to hang about 
at work with little to do and 
unable really to relax or 
enjoy yourself. The 
company of children can be 
delightful and full of lively 
remarks. 

CANCER 


(21 June-20 July) 


E xaggeration and 
embellishment st 


LEO 


(21 July-20 August) 

W hole new horizons can 
open up for you. Your 
life can suddenly take on a 
new direction You may 
become absorbed in new 
interests which allow your 
energies constructive 
outlets. Why not join study 
and .self improvement 
clas.scs'^You may meet 
prospective romantic 
partners. 


LIBRA 


(21 Seplember-20 October) 

T his can be a time you 
would prefer to forget. 
You are likely to be all at 
sixes and sevens Plans and 
arrangements can go badly 
wiling People w'ho would 
normally be helpful and 
supportn e may prove 
unreliable. Hou.sehold 
members cannot be relied 
on. Conditions are not 
encouraging for travel 



kembellishmcnt should he 
left out of picture. You could 
earn more by taking some 
work home to do over the 
J week. People who have the 
I' final say in important 
' matters will be sitting on the 
fence. Promotion offers are 
! in the pipeline, so be patient. 


VIRGO 


(2! August-20 September) 

Y ou may become a little 
too obses.sed with 
business partnership 
problems. You need to step 
back and see them in their 
true perspective. A moie 
humorous approach lo 
difficult people can save a lot 
of worry. Don’t take things 
too seriously. 


SCORPIO 


(21 October-20 November) 

P eople ill positions of 
power and authority can 
be ftu' from reliable. There’s 
not much chance of getting 
them to acquiesce to special 
favours. Unscnipulous 
people may come knocking 
at your door so try not 
getting into any sort of 
agreement with them. 


SAGITTARIUS 


(21 November-20 December) 

T he week begins on a 
relatively easy-going 
note. Demands and 
pressures should be off you 
for the time being. Try 
clearing the decks and 
tidying up. Try bringing 
outstanding affairs to a 
close, leaving the way ahead 
for an active week. Fresh 
initiatives may be .shot down 
rather than being accepted. 

CAPRICORN 


(21 Detemher-20 January) 

P roblems and 

complications can anse 
if you take on distant travel. 
You should now be prepared 
to push hard bargain 
negotiations ;md high-level 
discussions. Don’t worry 
about upsetting others. Go 
all-out to get the terms you 
lind acceptable. Offering 
guidance lo colleagues is 
favoured. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Januar\-20 February) 

D on’t bite off more than 
you canchew. You can 
get ahead of yourself by 
taking on jobs or 
responsibilities for which 
you are ill-equippcd or lack 
sufficient experience. It is 
essential to be realistic and 
down-to-earth 
Commitments .should not be 
made unless you can carry 
them out 

PISCES 


(21 February-20 March) 

I t IS bc.sl to keep your 
expectations faiily low 
where new suggestions and 
ideas submitted to 
colleagues are concerned. 
Rather llian pushing things, 
it IS better to give people 
plenty of tune to acclimatize 
them.sclves to futun.stic 
plans. 
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BUSINESS DIARY 


Matter c»f faith 

■ Why is everybody in 
the finance ministry 
convinced that the current 
reshuffle of bureaucrats is 
valid only for the next two 
months and that N.K. Singh 
will become finance secreta¬ 
ry eventually' 

In what seems to be unsha- 



□ 





HEARD IN BOMBAY 

FIrom Ckwwnnora, liMy riMwId 
tfMir nanw to 

A FRUSTRATED INVESTOR, TRYING TO GET 
HIS MONEY BACK FROM GROWMORE 
FINANCIAL SERVICES. ONE OF THE HARSHAD 
MEHTA-HIT COMPANIES 


Finance and Policy (NIPFP). 
Delhi, and money supply 
guru, IS in the happy situa¬ 
tion of holding down three 
jobs. 

He came to the finance 
ministry on lien trom the 
International Monetary 
Fund so that the job would 
be his whenever he wanted 
to return to Washington. 

The finance ministry ha,s 
sent him on hen to the 
NIPFP, so if he doesn’t like 
being at ihc institute, he can 
always return to the ministrs 
and his avatar as a bureaucrat. 

And at the NIPFP. he has 
all the perks of being the boss. 

That we should all be so 
lucky1 


Economic ministers: how they’ve 
performed 

Ramakrlshna Hagda: What a spectacular disaster' 
Fought with the finance ministry, introduced no initiative 
worth talking about, told half-truths about export 
figures.. 


Yashwant Sinha: At last the economy has stabilised 
and IS on the road to recovery. Sintia's cool-headed 
handling has paid dividends. 


Vazhappadi Ramamurthy: Has anyone heard 
anything about the new things the petroleum ministry has 
done? A lacklustre performance. 


Rangarplan KunHwamangalam: Has tried to 
introduce some discipline in the power sector, especially 
setting up regulatory tariff boards at the state level Has 
hurried proiects along One of the most sought after 
ministers in the government today. 


NRIsh KunMR A competent railway minister but 
nothing to write home about. His railway Budget was 
status quoist A pity, because Nitish Kumar isn’t. 


Reign of 
confusion 

■ There is complete con- ^ 
fusion m North Block. ' 
In the Beginning of Time, 
when the finance secretary 
u.sed to double up as secreta¬ 
ry economic affairs, everyth¬ 
ing was clear cut. The same 
man was the finance rmni- 
stry’s representative on myri¬ 
ad panels and committees— 
from the ministry of finan^ 
ce's representation on the 
Committee to Study the 
Implementation of Hindi in 
Government Work to MoF’s 
nominee on the Reserve ' 
Bank panel, all the files were 1 
sent to the same person. j 
Then you had a change i 
and a separate man was f 
appointed secretary econo- i 
mic affairs. The last most ! 
famous secretary .conomic | 
affairs was Montek Singh i 
Ahluw'alia j 

Then, inexplicably, for | 

^-^ I 



Montak Singh Ahluwalla: 
th« HMst famous on* 

MX years there was no .secre¬ 
tary in the department of eco¬ 
nomic affairs. Once again 
the job reverted to the finan¬ 
ce secretary. It went on so 
long that people forgot there 
had been a separate man foi 
the job. 

Now that the expenditure 
secretary has been giver, 
charge of economic affairs, 
it IS all confusion again. All 
kinds of cross-connections 
are happening in the finance 
ministiy — people have for¬ 
gotten what the department 
of economic affairs used to 
deal with. 

It will take some time 
before all the admini.strative 
muddles are sorted out. • 































taten % Xx^:|hA^ 

Ti»-) '-of-' tifr . 1 -,^ -- 

Dcmw ftoy (Tl}*5 m iwfi 
bWMMii ky oomt iU «^jinH»s 
for tidcets hive to 
a^PoqmssfyrW^M^ 
lUtknM with shaidc thidlof 
Its 10,000. Ihe prooeits is 


HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

Kbogm as Janata Dal. Whan 
Dave Oowda bacama PM, It 
bacama Janata Sambar. Now, 
with our laadars claiming 
Volpayaa Is India’s bast PM, H 
should start calling ttsalf Janata 


A DISGUSTED SUPPORTER OF THE JANATA 
DAL 



has been Oie Tcs^lpst soviog 
CP, with « fbur-}«8r tenure) 
has been igitpointed spedal 
secretaiy in the home mini¬ 
stry, the jcA> whk^ Hikhil 
Komarwas doii^ earlier. 

This is news to most 
people. Bveryooe was under 
ttteanpression th^TJt. Kal:* 
kar. aaot)^ CP firom IdeiBii, 
was the tme to have grt the 
job. Bm Kakkar has hpea 
moved mit (whether he ow 
joined his new posting or net 
is a mystsry) md Kais^ 
has been dte bigger beneBci- 
aiyofthesldft. 

Nikhil Kumar is handSmg 
the Ncdmutl Security Ouar- 
^ (NSG) now and would be 
justified in believing that be 
has been victimi^. 


transparent and 

Mrai^t-fcuwaid. 

But take the Anakapalle 
Lok Sabha seat. The sitting 
MP doesn't want to contest 
and no one can be found to 
fight the seat bectnise every 
one at^ that if the Lok 
Sabha is ^ing to last cmly 
two (sho pointia 

tpbiMing large sums d 
ffiom^for a two-year term. 

Th^ are-a${:arams'{i^ea- 
ty fiu the AssKnbly 
iioos. But no cme wants a 
LokS^hatickeA. 


IHNNMtra^ 


b a quiei, silent 
naovB, fimnor Delhi 
fi^Aioe Comnnsaipaer hlUfi. 
(who bcideab% { 


SUNDAVB. KAuguwlggq 


CHECK-LIST 


Haryana: what really happened 

■ Haw tha ertato bagmu The Haryana Vikas Party 
• (HVP) led by Bansi Lai went Into a minorfty as 8JP 
vdthdrew support, because of the HVP's corruption. Sonia 
Gandhi offered to shore up Bansi Lai to make up. 


M Iha MtonK Sonia Gandhi and Bans! Lat. The 
agtwmetd was that Lai would disaolve the Assembly. He 
WMir back on his word, so 10 days after offering suf^ 
the Congress wfthdrewfrom the deal. 


'■ Whululmemicdt om Prakasb Chiutaia, rebels 
from Bans! Lai's party, and the BJP. T)» BJP which already 
iMwdthautaiatmhis help in ffw vote of confdbnce, 
agtaedlo hak> Chautala from the outside if he could get 
enouf^Hl^xdieisto cross thelloor andh^ him form the 
govanwient. 


■ UmI NMieil: Chautala is chlet ministar, msetions have 
hamwerhidonc! the BJP is surportlng me governent from 
outside, ff Ctiautria do»n't hiuve himseff, mat 
goMuunint wilt fail as wail.' 


1 


f 


jj/K Wtdi nunows gahti^ 
pwnd that L.C' 
Advaai may not corner Htti 
Ldk Sabha (Sections, taft. 
has adso uarted about who 
wQl taiteonthe mande of dw: 


pwty pie^<hmtship from 
Kusfaah^ Hudcre. 

One iHune, which was 
doii^ the rounds eaitke 4s 


well, is Sushma Suwn^’s. 
Her decisioH to stay out of 
the fray in the polls md OOP- 



centrate on canqMigaing, 
has beoi noted wpiovhigjy 
by the RSS and LX Advaai. 
Both are keen that she try her 
hand at nmniag thepeny. 

Can d»is hs^^? Not if 
Pramod Mahaiaa andhiadan 
Lai Khurana hove dwir 
way. • ' 
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■ Atoe Minister Atal 
BehJMi is ter- 

iitifyiaiim wtft Godmother. 

lidomMUkm ouaist^ Ptu- 
(aod Mahi^ held a special 
scnMotng of the film for vari¬ 
ous inini$teni and 
teattancratti at Delhi’s 
MaiiiKiev Road audi^um. 
Ute screening held at 


HEARD IN PMO 

We’ra still raslIngfromtlM B||ll 
effect. 

BUREAUCRATS WHO COULDN’T TEAR 
THEMSELVES AWAY FROM SANGEETA 
BIJLANI WHO VISITED PMO WITH HUSBAND 
A2HARUDD1N RECENTLY 


ing file D’lH system in o^era- 
tioB iwould Iw Tcsdved. So 
they Isiow they wotdd have 
hadtQk.give the ccmtract for 
the hardware out to some pri¬ 
vate film. Someone or odier 
wouid have raised an oiijec- 
don at this. Atui heads w(^d 
inevitably have tolled. So 
DD offidaldom is happy 
that the decision has 
postponed. 



Ae request of the PM’s 
foster-cbughter Namita who 
wanted to see it. Mahajan 
wasn’t really sure if the PM 
would come. Much to his sur¬ 
prise ncn only did he see the 
film he also stayed right till 
the end. 

Vajpayee wanted to see 
the film to satisfy himself 
I about all the fuss it ha.s 
I caused. 

OiMtroltof 

■ The government may 
be raging at the Elec¬ 
tion Commission’s decision 
to bar it &om going ahead 
with the Direct To Home 
Plan (DTH). But there are 
some people who' are deeply 
relieved. 

Officials in Doordaishan 
have no clue what DTH 
means, what kind of equip¬ 
ment is needed or even how 
the glitches arising from putt- 


IJC. iW wMil ; MiHioaecd by HCCI 


CHECK-LIST 


Party hoppers in parties 

■ Nina HIM: Having made a career out of holding 
wild parties, Nina Pillai, widow of biscuit king Rajan Pillai, 
has ioined a rather more sedate one: the Congress. She's 
hoping to contest the next Lok Sabha elections from 
Kerala. The haute couture now is Khadi and Pearls, darting! 
Will she geta ticket? Highly unlikely. 

■ NavIn PntnaHc His parking days were over when 
he became a minister, and now, sadly hisparfy seems to be 
over too. With the changing poiiticat landscape in Orissa 
after the split in the Janata Dal, Patnaflt wHI have a hard time 
keeping his flock together. 

■ SufMh KnhnaiH: The most benign party throwers 
of them all, Kalmadi has also ioined the Congress, just to 
spite Sharad Pawar. It remains to be seen how he will keep 
Pune in the family. 

■ Vasundhani IIn|«: As minister of state in the 
ministry of external affairs, her career had come to consist 
of attending parties. Hopefully, when the BJP comes to 
power again, she will be given a portfolio of some 
consequence. 


Quesswho 

came? 

S Why was home min¬ 
ister L.K. Advani not 
feted and welcomed by 

ncci? 

At the recent function 
‘Shraddhanjali’ to raise 
funds for soldiers in Kaigil, 
OTganised by FICCl, the 
Prime Minister and the Presi¬ 
dent were seated on the dais 
and referred to in glowing 
terms. Rahul Dravid anti 
Sonali Baulre were on hand 
to give bouqueUi. 

BiU everyone seamed to 
have miss^ L,K. Advani 
who sat among the audience 
with a smile on his face, and 
the picture of dignhy, le|t 
quietly at the end of the funip* 
tion. No am even caSed 
bis nwm to felicitate him. • 
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Regwiqr income Bond 

Annual Interest @ 12,5%* p.a. or Semi-annually 
@12.10% p-O. or Monthly @11 75% p.a.* Syearplan 

• YTMof 12.40% to 12.50%. 

Vi?':':'/;- 

Annual Interest @10 75% p.a for 1 st year growing to 
14.75% p.a. tor the 5th year • (YTM 12.52%) 

• Anytime encashment option after 12 months 

Deep Discount Bond 

Rs. 5,000 becomes Rs. 9,000 in 5 years (YTM 12.46%), 
Rs. 16,300 in 10 years (YTM 12.53%), Rs. 29,500 in 
15 years (YTM 12.55%). ^ 

Retirement Bond _ 

Three options to choose from • Get 7 annuities, 

6 annuities of Rs. 1,400 and 7th annuity of Rs. 1,500 per 
bond from the end of 3rd year (YTM 12.52%) 

• Get 50% of principal back at the end of 5th year plus 
5 annuities of Rs 1,850 per bond from the end of 6th 
year (YTM 12.64%)* Get 10 annuities of Rs 1,500per 
bond from the end of 5lh year (YTM 12.98%). 
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No show 

Shekhar Kapur’s f:ii:aheth runs into trouble 
with the Indian censor board. 40 
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I RELIGION 

By God’s grace 

The canonisation process of 
Mother Teresa begins 















LETTERS 



Sharif Badmash 


T his relcTs U' the cover 
story lienazir Bhutto 
(I—7 August). It has heeii 
rightly pointed out by ihe loi- 
iiiei Pakistani Prune Miiii- 
stei that the Kaigil conflict 
has isolated her nation The 
Kaigil misadvcniutc has 
made its military gcneials 
and leligious lundamcnlal- 
ists lealise that no wai, not 
even a |ihad, is going to alter 
thel.oC 

Mrs Bhutto said that .Sha¬ 
rd had to plca.se IIS Picsi- 
deril Bill Clinton to survive. 
And that Shan I could even 


go to the eMent of appeasing 
Atal Behan Vajpayee and 
the Mujahideens to survive 
at the top 

She has nghtly alleged 
that Sharif had betrayed 
Pakistan, the prospects of an 
Iridsi-Pak peace and the 
cau.se of Kashmiris, 1 think 
It’s lime Sharif undersuxid 
realpolilik and refrained 
from popular gimmicks to 
hold his office 
De 0 pa Kapoor, Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 

■I agree with fonner Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Benazir 
Bhutto’s allegations and 
accusations against Nawaz 
Shanl. The presci’it Pakistan 
Prime Minister has stabbed 
India at its back by pushing 
intruders across the I^oC. 

Only :i few months back, 
Nawaz Sharif had promised 
Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Bchari Vajpayee that the 
Lahore Peace process and 
Ihe Bus Diplomacy would 
maik the beginning of a new 
era of peace m Indo-Pak rela¬ 
tions. But while India took 
these peace overtures for 
gianted, Shiuif betrayed Vaj 



payee by sending mercenar¬ 
ies across the border. And in 
the process, escalated the cri¬ 
sis in Kargil. 

The two-month old war in 
Kargil has ended, but the fact 
that so much loss of life 
could have been avoided had 
Nawaz Sharif stuck to his 
words. 

Samir Chakraborty, Howrah 
(West Bengal) 

Sad story 

T his refers to the special 
report The middle rung 
(18—^24 July). It’s pathetic 
that a sycophant like Digvi- 
jay Singh is only a pawn and 
a puppet in the hands of the 
shrewd Italian hahurani 
who has mastered the Machi¬ 
avellian politics of Indira 
Gandhi and is referred to by 
the Congress cronies as 
‘Madam’ or the high 
command, 

Sonia has made it abun¬ 
dantly deal that she is the 
‘supremo’ and infallible con¬ 
tender for the 'giiddi' and 
will brook no opposition or 
rivalry 

G.l D 'souza, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 


Costly 

misadventure 


D espite Pakistan Gen. Pai- 
vez Musharraf s opera¬ 
tional brilliance of standing 
up to our mighty army, the 
Pakistani government has 
not been able to take politi¬ 
cal mileage and has unwit¬ 
tingly put Its foot into its 
mouth by claiming that the 
Kashmiri insurgency is 
wholly indigenous (Gunx of 
Kargil, 27 June—3 July). 
This clearly speaks of the 
lack of coordination bet¬ 
ween the army chief and the 
government. 

No wonder, as the Kargil 
debacle sinks in, Pakistan is 
undergoing a collective bout 
of self-flagellation. 

Nallnl Subhakaran, 
Trivandrum (Karnataka) 



Sharaii Pawar: tba tabal 


Three 

musketeers 


W hatever be the final out¬ 
come of Sharad 
F^awar's rebellion again.st the 
Congress president .Soma 
Gandhi, along with P.S. 
.Sangma and Tariq Anwar 
(Pciwarcnxix. 27 June—3 
July), the three musketeers 
have shi'wn that Soma isn’t 
the only person who matters 
in the party. I'he rebel troika 
needs tobecornplimentcd lor 
their voice of dissent. 
Amarnath Kamat, Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 


Food for 
thought 


O ur palnotism shows 
only in times of crisis 
{People'x war,4 —It) July), 
Perhaps, each one of us has 
different notion of patrio¬ 
tism. Or else, why have we 
failed ill our supreme duty of 
wiping tears from those who 
are suffering? 1 want to con¬ 
vey my grateful thanks to 
the writer for the excellent 
write-up. It has provided 
food for thought. 

M. Abdul Salim, Port Blair 
(Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands) 


The real hero 


T hanks for the wonderful 
article on Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee (Can this man he 
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defeated? 15 —31 July). 
Only some misguided 
people can point an accusing 
finger at him. He is loved 
and respected not for his 
intellectual accomplish¬ 
ments but for his courage of 
conviction, dedication to the 
national interests and com¬ 
mitment to lead a peaceful 
and prosperous India. 



Atal Baharl Vitfpayaa: 
laadlng from tha front 

' The Vaip.iyee of today is 
entirely different fiom the 
Vajpayee ol 19%. Every stri¬ 
de he takes speaks of his 
lobust confidence. The way 
.he handled the Kargil issue 
has made him a heio 
U.S. Iyer, Bart galore 
(Karnataka) 


Grand slam 


T his refers to the interview 
with Leander Paes 7 
hope this shows that Indians 
can he world- 
heaters' (\^—24 July). 
Showing remarkable team 
spirit Paes and Mahesh Bhu- 
# pathi have consolidated their 
position as the world’s No 1 
doubles pair. 

Today, Leander has three 
Wimbledon titles: the boys’ 
singles from 1990 and the 


men's doubles and the mix¬ 
ed doubles in 1999. Yet what 
lingers is his resoluteness, 
the ambition of a young boy, 
flickering on (Kcaion but 
never fading. 

If one looks at their (Paes 
and Bhupathi) career graph, 
one sees a tremendous 
upswing. Both have won 
prize money worth about Rs 
28,000 in 1994. And what 
they had collected in 1998 is 
Rs 4.75 crore. What’s more, 
they have won 15 titles out 
of the 19 finals they had re«ich- 
cd in the last two years. 

That’s indeed a commend¬ 
able perfonnance. 

Bhaakar Lahlrl, KelyanlfWeat 
Bengal) 


War file 


T his refers to the photo¬ 
essay Life on the line and 
the cover story The Indian 
jawan (18—24 July) While 
the photo-leature unfolds the 
tough life of a soldier in the 
battlefield, the cover story 
glorifies our soldiers and 
heaps accolades on the 
jawan.s which they richly 
deserve 

What our brave soldiers 
have achieved in an unbelie¬ 
vably diffficult terrain ol icv 
heights is unimaginable 
Though electronic media has 
brought reality to almost 




Maiwsh Bhupathi (laft) and Laandar Paas: goinf 
graatguns 


CVC 17 household, the photo- 
feature has refreshed the 
ex.perieiice and supplement¬ 
ed these efforts. 

Onkar Chopra, Ludhiana 
(Punjab) 


fWitt HS,?WfO« OONTRfSMTIONS 
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ContrllHitBcf by Nlllma BanBr|««, CalcutUi (Watt Bangsl) 


For the nation 

T his refers to the story 
People's war (4—10 
July). It is so gratifying to 
see that Kargil has brought 
about a fierce patriotic upsur¬ 
ge throughout the country. 
Solidarity with the soldiers 
apart, it’s a renewed expres ■ 
sion of patriotism. People 
are identifying themselves 
with the sufferings and diffi¬ 
culties undergone by the 
.soldiers at Kargil and are wil¬ 
ing to do whatever they can 
to help the families of those 
who have laid down their 
lives to uphold the nation’s 
territorial integrity. It’s great 
to sec the Indians have final¬ 
ly nsen to the occasion. 

After all, the national inter¬ 
ests should be above 
"self-interest". 

L. Bohtnl, Uruehy (Tamil 
Nadu) 
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■ The Indian govemmeni attaches high priority (u strengthen international consensus against 
terrorism. 

P R A M O D M A H A J .A N. tnlo/iuilion anjhriuiitiii'.iiin; iniiiiuei 

■ I am very concerned at the way bitterness is building u(i between the ‘iriaiority' and 'minority' 
schools in our party 

J Y () T I B A S II. \^esi Bcni;alihicf niiiii'ilei. on iriMhh niiliiii llit (’I'hM) 

■ The biggest challenge the banking industry faces in the coming millcnmum is technology 
Physical banking is losing much of its meaning with the onset ofMriual hanking. 

G. G. V A I f) \ A. chairman. State Bank oj Indio 


■ Somebody will have to accept responsibility. 
As the minister, I accept it before other heads 
roll — which should roll. 


f^vj^matged co(n|rtg]y. Dow' 
secood^h^^ 
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N I T I S H K l' M A R. rivhvai ininnlei, iinnoiim nif; Ins dt\ man to 
re\if*n after the (iat in! train dnaitei 


■ One did not have to agree with him to admiie his erudition 

K. R. Narayanan. President of India, on Ninul C C'lutudhiiri 

■ What matters is that I be allowed to represent the country again... Breaking Kapil’s record is 
precisely the reason why 1 would want to be in the playing squad. 

WaSIM AKRAM, PiikiMtini iriikel still 

■ If the censor board continues to believe the Indian mind lo be far less mature than tin rest of the 
world, 1 will bow to their greater wisdom and agree to an adult certificate. 

Shekhar Kap V R. fihn director, after Elizabeth ran into trouble with the Indian i'en.tor board 
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Induslnd Bank Ltd. 

UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30,1999. 

(Rs. In crons) 



Quarter 

Quarter 

Year ended 


ended 

ended 

31-03-99 

Particulars 

INCOME 

30-06-99 

30-0608 

(Audited) 

Interest Earned 

165.26 

139.97 

593.55 

Other Income 

23.32 

33.97 

82.86 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURE 

188.58 

173.94 

676.41 

Interest Expended 

128.48 

135.30 

478.81 

Operating Expenses 

15.00 

13.60 

66.17 

TOTAL 

143.48 

148.90 

544.98 

OPERATING PROFIT 

45.10 

25.04 

131.43 

Depreciation on Fixed Assets 

5.56 

4.91 

20.98 

Provisions and Contingencies 

14.52 

4.70 

73.65 

NET PROFIT 

25.02 

15.43 

36.80 

Paid up Equity Share Capital 

158.91 

157.86 

158.91 

Reserves 

395.75 

370.25 

370.73 

Net Worth 

545.74 

515.99 

520.08 

Deposits 

4374.59 

3549.38 

5018.42 

Advances 

2351.70 

2312.64 

2662.27 



1. The above financial results were taken on record by the Board of Directors of the Bank at its meeting held 
on 30th July. 1999, 


2. The working results for the quarter ended 30th June, 1999 have been arrived at after considering provisions 
for income tax, depreciation on investments and NPAs on pro-rata basis. 

3. Status rapoit on Y2K Compliance - The Bank is fully geared up to face the millennium change challenge. 
All internal hardware and software systems are Y2K compliant. A ousiness resumption contingency plan 
is being drawn up to maintain all mission cnticat operations and protect customer interest. The cost of all 
these efforts has been placed at around Rs.83 Lacs. 


4. Figures of the previous quarter ended 30th June, 1998 have been regrouped and reclassified wherever 
necessary 


Mumbai 


Sd/- 

K. R. Muheshwart 


July 30,1999. 


(Managing Director) 


The New Paradigm Bank 


(Regd. Office; 2401, Oen. Thimmayya Road, (Cantonment), Pune 411001.) 

Corporate Office: Induslnd House, 425, Dadasaheb Bhadkamkar Marg, (Lamkigton Road), Mumbai - 400 004. 
Tel.: 91-22-3859901 / 7474. Fax: 91-22-3859913/3809931. 

Visit us at www.induslncl.com 
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Shunning th« 


Locking mediamen 
out of the Election 
Commission's office 
may not be a good idea 


T hose who had sneered at T.N. 
Seshan’s antics and had writt¬ 
en him off as a publicity 
hound, probably deserve no 
better than M.S. Gill, the curr¬ 
ent chief election commissioner (CEC). 
Initially, after taking over from Seshan, 
mindful of his predecessor’s image. Gill 
played it low-key and was very media- 
friendly in a self-effacing sort of manner. 

During Seshan’s regime, both Gill 
and the other election commissioner 
G.V. Kri.shnamurthy were regarded as 
the humble underdogs. In fact, the day 
Gil! took over as the CEC. he held an 
informal press briefing in his office. Pro¬ 
minently displayed on his desk was a 
cut-out from a newspaper cartoon show¬ 
ing both Gill and Krishnamurthy peep¬ 
ing from a window sill into Seshan’s 
room with the words: Has he gone yet? 

Well, he had finally gone and Gill 
could now climb up the window sill and 
walk right into the rtxnn Initially, most 
journalists expected the same kind of 
rapport as they had enjoyed with him 
earlier. And in the beginning, Gill remai¬ 
ned as affable as ever. He displayed his 
usual Punjabi bonhomie, lespondcd to 
telephone calls and was always availa¬ 
ble to clarity any doubts, however small. 
But slowly things began to change 
During the IW8 Lok Sabha polls. 
Gill shut the journal i.sts out of the Flec¬ 
tion Commission itself The gates of Nir- 
vachan Sadan clanged shut and the press 
was informed that it was not allowed 
inside, and asked to sit outside in a shed- 
like .structure constructed foi the 
purpose. 

And when Gill used to descend from 
his office to leave for home, the media 
(i.e cameramen) wa.s‘allowed to get 
close to him. He would beam with 
delight and deliver the soundbite for the 
day. 



M.S. Gill’s contention Is that having a bunch 
of journalists around hampers work. But 
there has to be some way of getting the 
commission’s message across 
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There was a saving grace in the form 
of a daily press-briefing by the spokes¬ 
person and deputy election commissio¬ 
ner Subash Panni. This year, this has 
been discontinued. No one is allowed to 
speak to the press, save Gill himself, and 
occasionally — whea he can get away 
with it — Krishnamurthy. Whatever 
information has to be imparted is circula¬ 
ted through Rajesh Malhotra, the infor¬ 
mation officer at the PIB. While Mal¬ 
hotra IS accessible enough, he often does 
not have the required information to fill 
in the blanks. He can only hand out what- 
ever press relca.se he has been asked to, 
and is in no position to give any addition¬ 
al clarifications Unfortunately, the 
press notes from the HC usually consist 
only of relevant paragraphs from the 
various orders issued and decisions tak¬ 
en by the commission (instead of the 
whole document). The scope for misun¬ 
derstanding and hence misreporling is 
so much more than average. 

Of course, there are the not- 
so-infrcqucnt times when Gill himself 
holds a press-bnefing However, he 
usually begins these meetings with a pre¬ 
face. 1 will read out a few lelevant poi- 
tions tor the electronic media 

After posing and posturing for the 
t cameras. Gill then turns his attention to 
the galaxy of print joumalisis waiting 
patiently, and condescends to answet 
the minimum of questions. But no 
follow-ups are allowed 
So then, if Gill is .so inaccessible and 
mcdia-unfricndly, why is he licing seen 
as such a publicity junkie? 

W ell, that's because he is not exactly 
inedia-.shy. It's just that he doesn’t 
want to waste time answering too many 
questions (which tend to involve long 
and tedious clarifications) tor tenacious 
print journalists, when he can easily 
spend that time in a television studio, or 
ainng his views in front of a TV camera. 
Such as his recent interview to a private 
channel asking political parties to give 
adequate representations to women can- 
0 didates, for instance 

In fact. Gill is more television savvy 
than his predecessors. Last year, when 
he was asked to appear on a television 


programme by a private channel loi a 
3..W to 4.00 pill slot he told the surjjri.scd 
producers to slate him for the '^.00 pm 
slot instead — lor. according to Gill, the 
afternoon slot had a viewership of only 
40 per cent, w'hilc the one in the evening 
was a prmic-liiiH' catch' 

Again, the ricction Commission pro¬ 
visions of no political candidates and 
canvassing on TV (or elsewhere) 48 
hours before the polls makes it very diffi¬ 
cult fcir TV anchors to find the adequate 
guests to fill up the various chat .shows 
and election-oriented programmes slat¬ 
ed around the polls When a TV produ¬ 
cer complained to Gill, the CKC 
reportedly said, "No problem, 1 can 
come'" Unfortunately, with the elec¬ 
tions staggering over as many as five 
phases, there is going to be a lot ol pri¬ 
me-time progiammes starring M.S Gill 
and company. 

Sadly, this kind of selective accessibi¬ 
lity has not gone down w'ell in an era 
where the Election Commission is play¬ 
ing an important role — for it is not only 
moniUMing the election process, but also 
keeping a clo.se eye on governtnent poli¬ 
cy and checktng to see if the ruling coali¬ 


tion sticks to the model code ot conduct. 
Take the EC’s recent intervention in the 
new telecom policy, for instance. 

At such a time, the EC has to be open 
to questions and clarifications fioin the 
media in general, rather than focussing 
on a few select interviews Gill’s rea¬ 
sons lor locking the press out ot Nir- 
vachan Sadan are probably valid (the 
commission probably ranks as high as 
the defence ministry in its inaccessibili¬ 
ty to the press) He says that having a 
bunch of journalists running around the 
place would harnjier the commission's 
work. 

Fair enough. But there has to be some 
way ol getting the cotnmission's messa¬ 
ge across — o( her than t wo oi three para¬ 
graphs of the decisions laken by the com¬ 
mission in ihe form ot handouts to the 
press. And apart from the two-.sccond 
soundbites delivered by the CEC as he 
descends down the stairs from his office 
tn the EC and leaves for his house 

In other words, the EC needs to be 
more tran.sparenl After all, isn’t that 
what the elections arc all about? • 

Priym Smhgal/Nmw Delhi 
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POWER PLAY 


RAJIV SHUKLA 


Farmhouse pollsters 

Motivated opinion polls must not be allowed to confuse the electorate 


It has been noticed 
that a number of 
pre-poll surveys 
are appearing in 
different newspa¬ 
pers. The chief 
election commis¬ 
sioner, M.S. Gill, 
should intervene 
and ensure that the 
confused by the 
mushrooming opinion poll agencies. 

Of course, there are some agencies 
which have been doing this job for seve¬ 
ral elections in the past. The MARG- 
India Today survey has got a credible 
impact. Two or three other surveys have 
also reached somewhere near the actual 
results. But from the way these surveys 
are appearing, it seems that some politi¬ 


cal parties arc trying to plant them to cre¬ 
ate a hype in their favour. 

One such survey came from Los 
Angeles and another one from Janak 
Pun (Delhi). It cannot be ruled out that 
the.se temporary agencies are sponsored 
by political parties and in order to create 
a favourable atmosphere. 

If one goes through all the newspa¬ 
pers — national and regional — more 
than ten pre-poll surveys have appeared. 
Half of them have given the BJP around 
200 .seats and half of them have given 
the Congress around 180 .seats. One sur¬ 
vey has given the BJP combine 300 
seats while another has given the Con¬ 
gress alone 250 seats. 

It seems that no methodology has 
been applied in conducting these doctor¬ 
ed surveys These are fabricated in draw¬ 


ing rooms or on the computers sitting in 
one room purely on the basis of instruc¬ 
tions from the hiisses of various political 
parties. 

If the Election Commission asks for 
the .samples to be submitted, these tem¬ 
porary agencies will not be able to do so. 
How can a person sitting in Los Angeles 
assess the voting pattern of rural India 
and that too, two months before the 
elections? 

Certain surveys arc based on personal 
biases. For instance, former Union mini- ^ 
ster Anin Nehru is coming out with poll ' 
survey s on a weekly basis which no agen¬ 
cy can do in spite of its huge set-up. It is 
interesting to know that he is able to 
assess the mtrod of the people every 
week without any network being set up 
He has given a new type of election sur¬ 
vey, called ‘farmhouse psephology’ 

Nehru is most of the time confined to 
his farmhouse at Mehiauli in Delhi and 
hardly giws out. How can he gauge the 
mood of the entire country from the 
sprawling lawns of his five-star farm¬ 
house‘s He never comes lo Parliament 
where he can meet at least a few politici¬ 
ans and journalists to get some feed¬ 
back. He also does not like to meet more ? 
than a few people at home. 

1 am not able to understand what is the 
basis of his weekly predictions other 
than pure imagination or biased specula¬ 
tion. But because of his personality and 
stature he gets .space for his farcical sur¬ 
veys in prominent newspapers .and 
magazines. 

Arun Nehru has got tremendous 
amount of political understanding andjs 
a good political analyst. He should only 
write political columns giving his ana¬ 
lysis instead of becoming a psepholo¬ 
gist. Everybody knows that he hates 
Soma Gandhi and that is why he has laun¬ 
ched his canard through his poll surveys 

He has got every right to criticise 
Sonia, but he should do it in his columns 
instead of doing so in the garb of poll pre¬ 
dictions and opinion polls. If he conti,; 
nues to do so he may lose his credibility 
as a columnist also, as he has already lost 
as a politician. • 



Aran Nehru has got every right to criticise Sonia Gandhi, but 
he shouid do it in his coiumns instead of doing so in the garb 
of poii predictions and opinion poiis 



electorate is not 
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V.K. QROVER 


After the war 

Now that the dust has settled over Kargil, what are India's options ? 


I f any proof was needed that Pakistan 
is a client state, it was provided by 
the Clinton-Nawaz Sharif meeting 
on 4 July in Washington. Sharif was sui¬ 
tably admonished. Tlie real problem is 
that the client has acquired another cli¬ 
ent in the form of the global terrorist net¬ 
work being spawned on Pakistani soil. 
The client’s client is a threat to its patron 
—though not saint—the United States. 

This explains the apparent shift we 
are seeing in the diminishing US support 
for Pakistan in the Kargil context. There 
are other factors as well. All is not well' 
with the US-Chincse relationship. The 
issue of Taiwan, theft of nuclear secrets 
from the US, the bombing of the Chine¬ 
se embas.sy in Belgrade and the increas¬ 
ing defence ties between China and the 
Taliban are all contributing to the 
unease in what was once a cosy relation¬ 
ship, The Republicans in the US are dis¬ 
tinctly disenchanted with China; there is 
a decline in business interests in that 
country and India is becoming more 
attractive. 

Although the intruders have with¬ 
drawn from our side of the LoC, the 
Americans may have entered from the 
backdoor. There is little doubt the BJP 
goveniment has agreed to sign the 
CTBT and will begin negotiations on 
the FMCT. The problem remains Kash¬ 
mir, there is no solution as Pakistan can¬ 
not compromise on its claims to the val¬ 
ley and cannot accept the LoC as the 
international border. US pressure for an 
Indo-Pak dialogue is building up. 

The dialogue will lead nowhere and 
will remain the fig leaf for intensifying 
Pakistani-backed terrorism in Kashmir. 
Having been evicted from Kargil, the 
inevitable result will be stepping up of 
ISl insurgency in J&K and in the rest of 
India. Faced with this reality, what 
options does India have? 


1) We could continue in the same man¬ 
ner as we have done since 1989. Have 
the sometimes-on-sometimes-off dialo- 

411 gue and accept increased deaths at the 
hands of Pakistani terrorists all over 
India. 

2) Embrace the so-called Gujral 


doctrine, once again start the appease¬ 
ment of Pakistan and the Taliban. This 
will adversely affect national security 
We may end up losing Kashmir and wha¬ 
tever self-respect we have left as a nation. 

3) Kargil has demonstrated the urgent 
need for upgradation of our military pre¬ 
paredness and our weapon systems. If 


ward. It would not amount to mediation 
as neither India or Pakistan would have 
asked for it. 

However, if at the end of the dialogue 
(we have to set a time limit) there is no 
progress, then we would need to look at 
our options once again. We could also 
consider, at that time, declaring Pakistan 





Th* angry hills: Kaitfl has bacouM ■ tfiplonatle turning point for India 


Pakistan also goes on an arms-buying 
spree. It will cripple the fragile Pakistani 
economy 

4) The constant hope for a strong, 
democratic and stable Pakistan is a mira¬ 
ge. There arc inbuilt seeds of instability 
and selt-deslruction. India should lend a 
helping hand in strengthening 
democracy in Pakistan and should sup¬ 
port Pakistan’s oppressed ethnic minori¬ 
ties. In this you have a readymade recipe 
for the Balkanisation or Lebanonisation 
of Pakistan which has proved itself to be 
a failed state. 

We have to begin a dialogue for the 
sake of the global understanding we 
have received. If the international com- 
mumty wishes to find a .solution to Kash¬ 
mir, without direct mediation, it can do 
so by pressing for the LoC to be declared 
the international border. Having firmly 
demanded respect foi the sanctity of the 
LoC, this is the obvious logical step for¬ 


a terrorist state. Thereafter, we would be 
well within our right to undertake surgi¬ 
cal airstrikes on training camps and 
heroin-producing factories in 
Pakislan/Afghanislan wherever the tar¬ 
gets may be located. The US and Israel 
have done this time and again wherever 
their interests have been threatened. 

Present estimates indicate revenues 
from drug sales from this area to be any¬ 
where between US $ 3-12 billion annual¬ 
ly. This is enough to finance global terro¬ 
rism for years to come. 

The most serious obstacle to this cour¬ 
se of action is not Pakistan but our belov¬ 
ed political leaders. They always prefer 
the soft options, they are desperate to 
win Nobel Peace Prize. They are incapa¬ 
ble of using the iron fist and even when 
the velvet glove is brought out, the hand 
inside is usually limp. • 

Th9ButhofreUf»(Jasa»cf9t*ry ME A, Gowmrmnt fit India 
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they have an 
Ulterior agenda 



PMO and Rashtrapati Bhavan 
don't like each other. 

And now they're saying so openly 

I t was the day the Pakistan Army announced it was withdrawing 
from the Indian side of the Line of Control (LoC). The Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) got a call from Rashtrapati Bhavan. The 
President was holding a screening of Shyam Benegal’s latest 
film, Samar. Would the PM like to come for it? 

The PM would have loved to, but, unfortunately, he was leaving 
town, for Guwahati the next day, said PMO. Please thank the President 
on our behalf. Rashtrapati Bhavan, therefore, did not send the PM an 
invitation in writing. 

Principal secretary to PM Brajesh Mishra, was the one to convey to 
the President the news that Pakistan had decided to withdraw. The 
director-general military operations talked to each other at 2.30 pm. By 
6.30 pm, it was confirmed that Pakistan was backing off. Mishra drove 
to Rashtrapati Bhavan to officially inform the President of the 
development. There, he met Gopal Gandhi, secretary to the President, 
who was in the basement theatre. Gandhi told him that the President was 
busy with the film screening, to which the PM was invited but couldn’t 
come because he was travelling. If it was urgent, he said, the President 
could meet Mishra. 

Mishra said he didn’t want to disturb the President in the middle of his 
engagement. He had come only to inform him about the Kargil 
development. Mishra left after exchanging pleasantries. 
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The world according to Rashtrapati Bhavan 


1 } This government doei>n't seem to realise that it ha& lost the 
confidence of the IhuHament It is behaving with unbelievaUe 
arrogance, nding roughshod over every convention of parhawentstty 
deinociacy 

2 } Ministers are cntioising the instituticm of die FreSKtent. This ts 
compWtety unacceptable 

3 ) How can eorresprmdOnce between the President and the Ptime 
Minister be leaked to the media’’ Surely there roust be some things 
_which are sacrosanct? 

4 | The President has been so won led about the escalation ot all the 
controvosies the government has been getting involved in that he’s 
had to clanfy his ^bts from bureaucrats Even this has been criticised 

5 | The President is Miswerable to history he is conscious that he has a 
duty to perfonn Why does evetyone keep calling him interventionist’’ 


The world according to PMO 


U We have been given Chaige of caiemking till the elections; we wtll 
care of the country the way wedeem fit. The President has a right 
10 tttidte suggestions But we <w: not bound by those 

2 ) Sott^ ministers have criticised the Resident. But the PM has 
reproved them and they’ve been made to apologise 

3 ) Yes, Mks do happen Call them lapses But none of them are 
delibei^. Wc have also noted Rashtrapab Bhavmi's opinions reported 
by editot^ on die hoot pages 

4 ) Bureaucrf^ report to their ministers. If Rashtrapati Bhavan has a 
doidit, it is the mhdster who should sort it out, not the bureaucrat 

3) 'The President wants a place m history. Nothing wiong in that except 
that he may be seen as becoming a pawn m the hands of forces oppos^ 
to the BJP. who want to create dilteiences between the President and 
the PM. We have evidence of this 



h wav wiltv surpnst and angei that die 
PMO responded to calls Ironi reporters 
soon after, asking why the PM had not 
been invited to a screening ot ‘sonic 
film' in Rashtrapati Bhavan Soma Gan 
dhi and Kanshi Ram had been ..ailed 
even Shabana A/mi and Ajit Jogi But 
not the Prime Ministci of India 


The iniplicatKins weic that lelations 
between tne government and the 
lushtiapaii had plummeted to such a 
low that now/ Alai Behan Vajpayee was 
‘boycotting’ Rashtiapati Bhavan func 
lions (one rumour had it that the 
rashtrapau was pointedly ignonng the 
PM, not even inviting him to functions) 


It didn’t help that Vaipayec s trip got 
cancelled It was now a semi-official 
rumour the President and the Pnme 
Minister were nut talking to each other 

N o one IS denying there i a problem 
fhe question is how senous is it'^ 
The government is unhappily accepting 
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its part of the blame for the deterioration 
of the PMO-Rashtrapati Bhavan rela¬ 
tionship. Last week, minister for power 
Rangarajan Kumaramangalam appear- 
ed on a television debate on the role of 
the President. When attorney general 
Soli Sorabjec pointed out that the Presi¬ 
dent’s role was akin to that of a ’watch¬ 
dog’, Kumaramangalam retorted: 
"Watchdog ke pas kya yeh adhikar bhi 
hai ki woh kisi ko katey ya kha jaye 
(Does a watchdog have the right to bite 
and chew up people as well)?" Knowing 
Kumaramangalam, this was probably 
ju.st an unthinking, clever answer back. 
But the BJP went to great lengths to set 
right the damage this caused in the rela¬ 
tionship it caused between S, South 
Block and Raisina Hill. 

Kumaramangalam has since been ask¬ 
ed to say ‘sorry’ to the President. The 
orders have come from the PM him.self. 
Kumaramangalam has been asked to 
apologise at ‘the same forum where he 
made the offensive remark’ 

The same thing happened with petro¬ 
leum minister Vazhapadi Ramamurthy 
who, during a public speech in Madras, 
made some highly intemperate remarks 
against the President of India. He has 
been reproved by the government and 
Irom all accounts, agreed to apologise 

Sometimes, the government also gets 
its wires crossed. Take the case of Ram 
Jethmalani. The disenfranchisement of 
Balasaheb Thackeray was held in abey¬ 
ance for nearly a year by the law mini¬ 
stry. When Ram Jethmalani took over as 
law minister he decided to apply his 
mind to it. The case was simple. Thacke¬ 
ray had made some inflammatory and 
communal speeches during an election 
campaign. On the basis of judgements in 
the High Court and the Supreme Court, 
the Election Commission (EC) sent its 
recommendation to the President that in 
its opinion, Thackeray should be dis¬ 
qualified from voting for six years. 

The President, careful not to strip any 
individual of his right to vote, even if it 
wasTso ordered by the court, sent the mat¬ 
ter to the law ministry for comments. 
Because the then law minister was 
ThambiDurai, thelaw department of the 
law ministry did not act on this matter. 
The President’s secretariat, too, kept 
quiet about it. 

But then, Ram Jethmalani became 
law minister. He wrote to the President 
^ of India, asking him to ask the EC to 
change its opinion. How could the com¬ 
mission do that? Its view was based on 
the judgement passed previously by the 


apex court of India. It communicated to 
the President its inability to do so. Mean¬ 
while, some public statements were also 
made by the government on the delay on 
the matter of Bal Thackeray’s disenfran¬ 
chisement. with the hint that the Presi¬ 
dent was holding it up. 

The President’s secretariat immedia¬ 
tely forwarded the EC’s comments back 
to the law ministry. Now there was no 
option. The draft of the order disenfran¬ 
chising Bal Thackeray was signed by 
the President on that day itself. 

Tarun Bharat and Saamna, both new¬ 
spapers which support the sangh 
panvar, wrote editorials attacking the 
President and suggested that the Presi¬ 


dent had used the disenfranchisement 
issue as a kindof lever of power, using 
it only on the eve of the general elections 
to make sure Bal Thackeray was kept 
out of the scene. But it was the govern¬ 
ment itself which had hurried the issue 
along and brought it to a head. How 
could the President be blamed? The law 
minister did not help matters by meeting 
the President, apologising and telling 
him that the whole thing was a gigantic 
mistake, a fault of one of the joint .secreta¬ 
ries in his ministry. 

Sc there have been occasions when 
the President has felt he’s been 
wronged. Under normal circumstances, 
he might have kept quiet. What has 


upset the BJP is that he has been publicly 
giving vent to his feelings. 

The government is absolutely clear 
on this issue. Several ministers have 
crossed the line of control. But they have 
immediately been pulled up and reprov¬ 
ed by the Prime Minister. In fact, the 
Prime Minister feels he has been embar¬ 
rassed by some of his ministers. 

If the PM had not stepped in, and had 
let the campaign against the rashtrapali 
gain ground, it would have been an act 
of deliberate undermining of Rashtrapa- 
ti Bhavan. We have much to say sorry to 
the President for, says the government. 
But why should the whole government 
be put on the defensive for the mistakes 


of a few ministers, which were not deli¬ 
berate any way ’ And should the Presi¬ 
dent’s office be telling sundry journal¬ 
ists ‘its side' ol the story? Shouldn't the 
PMO be the more appropriate channel 
of communication? 

T he PM-Presidenl tension—such as it 
is — has spilled out into public view, 
especially after the Vajpayee govern¬ 
ment became a caretaker government. 

In a way, this is quite natural. The Con¬ 
stitution is silent on the relationship bet¬ 
ween the government and the President 
after Lok Sabha elections are declared. 
The EC plays a major part in deciding 
their roles. And so does convention. 
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Soon after the goverrunent became a 
caretaker one, cm 10 May, die Presi¬ 
dent’!. office wrote a letter to the Cabinet 
secretary detailing all the things that the 
Chandra Shekhar government was not ' 
allowed to do after it became a minority 
government. 

The Cabinet secretary, Prabhat 
Kumar, did what he was expected to do; 
he put up the letter to the Cabinet which 
discussed it. The minutes of the mee¬ 
ting, which thrashed the matter out, 
were sent to Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

Apparently, this was not answer 
enough. The Rashtrapati Bhavan feels, 
the government is so arrogant that it did¬ 
n’t even bother to reply to a communica¬ 
tion from the President. 

After this, several letters were sent by 
the President to the government on a 
variety of matters. Take the proposal of 
the urban development ministry to turn 
leasehold land into freehold. This could 
have put the property markets in a spin, 
and in a mildly-worded letter, the Presi¬ 
dent let the government know that he 
thought It might be a better idea if an all¬ 
party meeting was convened and the pro¬ 
posal cleared there — in the absence of 
Parliament. 

The government paid no attention to 
this. 

But why should we, asks the govern¬ 
ment. The President has his own view of 
things. He has every right to seek clarifi¬ 
cations and ask us for explanations, 
while we are a caretaker government. 
But we don't have to do everything he 
asks us to do. 

And the government .says it cannot be 
faulted on re.sponding to every query, no 
matter how small, of the President even 
when it has transparently been prompted 
by the Opposition. Take the issue of the 
T-90 tanks. A piece of equipment which 
hasn't even been tested, about the pur¬ 
chase of which the government is yet to 
take a decision, became the subject of 
great agitation to a former Prime Mini¬ 
ster. H.D. Devc Gowda and others wrote 
to the President asking him to intervene 
and stop the caretaker Vajpayee govern¬ 
ment from taking a decision on the pur 
chase of T-90 tanks. PMO forwarded 
the letter to the defence ministry, which 
put all the papers together, along with a 
covering note by minister George Fer¬ 
nandes. Finally, the President himself 
concluded that and communicated to the 
government there was nothing wrong in 
what it had done. 

Why docs the President bclwve he is 
President only for the Opposition? He is 
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R. Kumaramangalam RamJatlmalani 


also our President, says the govemment. 
Why should the President be a spokes¬ 
man lor the Opposition, says the BJP, 
less guaidcdly. 

There is no doubt that the President 
has been conveying the misgivings ol 
the Opposition to the government. The 
view Rashtrapati Bhavati takes is that if 
it receives representations, it has to for 
ward them to the right quarters. Rashtra¬ 
pati Bhavan feels it has done so mildly, 
making suggestions to a caretaker 
government, rather than issuing 
directions 

N ot always, retorts the B.IP. What 
about the Rajya .Sabha session’ 
1 This is a tricky one 

The Kargil conflict broke out when 
the govemment was in caietakcr mode. 
The Opposition demanded that the 
govemment call a session of the Rajya 
Sabha to discuss Kargil The govern¬ 
ment said It was ready to brief —as inde¬ 
ed It did — political parties on the war 
and answer all their questions. But it 
could not hold a session of Parliament 
where the discus.>ions of the Upper 
House, where it was in minority, would 
become part of the statute. 

The government's worst-case scena¬ 
rio was: the BjP is in minority m the 
Rajya Sabha. So the Opposition could 
gang up together to embarrass the 
govemment, even demand defence mini¬ 
ster George Fernandes’s resignation, 
tell the nation what a bunch of ineffici- 
ik ent idiots were running the country, 
embarrass India internationally... 

But obviously, all this could not be 
conveyed to the President. So when 
A.B Vajpayee and K.R. Narayanan met 



V. Ramamurthy 


socially, Narayanan emphasised on the 
need to hold a Rajya Sabha session. 

“! see your point," said the PM. "But 1 
will have to ask my colleagues if they 
are in favour of such a .session. I cannot 
call Rajya Sabha only because the Oppo¬ 
sition demands it. I have to consult my 
own party as well." 

As far as the PM was concerned, this 
was a social conversation But 
obviously, to the President, this was a 
kind of commitment because Rashtrapa¬ 
ti Bhavan followed up this meeting with 
a strongly-worded letter (PMO feels it 
was offensively worded) telling the PM 
that he was in a minority and implying 
that he cithei call a session or else... 

The government decided to defy this 
directne. So they did The reasoning 
was: 

• If we’d been asked to call a Rajya 
Sabha session at the beginning of the 
conflict, we might even have done so. 
But after the heavy political criticism of 
the govemmenf, calling a session during 


We have much to say 
sorry to the President 
for, says the 
government. But why 
should the whole 
government be put on the 
defensive for the 
mistakes of a few 
ministers? 


the worst part of the war would have ser¬ 
ved no purpose. 

• The demand came at a time when the 
international community was totally on 
our side. To show at that time that we 
were internally disidcd would have 
been bizarre — while the whole world 
was telling us how wonderfully restrain¬ 
ed we'd been, it would have been impos¬ 
sible to restrain the .Shiv Sena, say, from 
saying we should cross the LoC. In the 
Rajya Sabha, this would have had some 
credence Is that what the Opposition 
wanted’ 

• Any criticism of the govemment 
would have given comfort to Pakistan. 
As It IS. the Congress president’s spee¬ 
ches which were critical of the govem¬ 
ment were circulated in Pakistan to say it 
IS not only Pakistan which is divided on 
Kargil, so are the Indians. 

Anyway, the govemment decided to 
reject the President’s suggestion for the 
session 

But there was another reason for this. 
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Indiaa Constito^, Bii^ RisetMira 
Rrnsad, tfae only 

have got twotoitwiks Piwaident, 
nidely shook the awake 

He. a hfetong Mtdwer of 
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was.goin| to dh towards democrmic 
deoa^itatioo U. Randiayati Riy. 
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wbito Indira (SanxSd saaw U kmnvn 
she wanted IhgivaR Itam as 
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vice>{tfegidem, todc Qv«r at acting 
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Syndicile aKisdd neveo^ i^M 
h didn’t. The 

ihtthatiMiMtty Boaid sat tOfei^ 
dtacuraed tli|.p»i^. When the 
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knew thatdomg so woidd he giving 







in to the Syndicate. ShhIeB soon 
after fptfiydctabad. <Rttmith(»e» she 
astedV.V.CintofHetds 
notninahon as an Independent 

iCfflididtrte. Altho^SiMeeva 
Reddy was the ofmial UMfiess 
candidate. Ctmgmssnara vmt asked, 


ina teth of lo|^y, to vote aoC(»<hng 
to ih^tMteoience. they votediim 
Indira (^Bidhi—and V.V Oiri. 

Ihe 19^ saw toe highly 

differonce of ofanion hetwi^ ,. 
iWtotQiimtZail Stogh^ipb'' 
(SsRUtoi, on the pcMMis elalresl^ 
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specifically, on the question of 
sacking a l^me Minister You could 


The government was frankly unsure of 
the President’s motives because o( what 
had happened in the past 

T his goes back to the time of the no 
confidence motion The PM and the 
President met soon altei Jayalalitha pull 
ed out of the Vajpayee government 1 he 
Prime Minister enquired if the President 
would want to ordei a no-contideme 
motion now that his government was in 
a minority Or would a show of numlwrs 
do’ 

I don t think so the President is believ 
ed to havt responded Just because one 
group has pulled out doesn t mean you 
need to go through a confidence motion 
In any cast thcie is a Budget coming up 


fhe critics of the President in the 
government believe that it was the 
rashtrapati who advised the Opposition 
to go for the kill and bnng the govern 
ment down They say they had informa 
tion that the Congtess changed its mind 
about a confidence motion soon alter a 
meeting with the President Also a 
senior Congressman who later left the 
C ongress had warned them that a conf i 
dentc motion was going to come, so 
they had beitei place the Budget foi pas, 
age in the first two or three days of the 
session 

How could he have known ’ 

Rashtrapati Bhavan says conversa 
tion and correspondence between the 
PM and the Picsuknt is privileged So 


not have had a more political 
President than Zail Singh, who 
, lemtnded everyone that he was the 
*** one who had been dragged through 
the sheets of Punjab, tied to acai, 
because he had supported the 
mtegration of erstwhile PEPSH into 
the Indian republic How could a 
mere stnpling in politics tell him 
what to do ’ Rapv Gandht’s 
government launched a 
less-than secret ‘curb the President 
dcmiKracy is in danger programme 
in response 

W^re does politics stop and the 
Constitution take over ’ It is hard to 
say Take the cun ent controversy 
between the Government ol India 
and the President When K R 
it Narayanan was declared the 
presidential candidate, there was a 
muted protest within his own party, 
from a group of Dalits Did that mean 
the Congress was opposed to his 
nomination on political grounds'’ 



Vajpayee with the fawans: the government rejeeteil the President’s 
suggestion for a Rajya Sabha session on Kargil. it was unsure of 
Narayanan's motives 


There are a whole lot ol 
Cassandras who are bemoaning the 
collapse of the system, tuid the 
undi^ming of institutions by the 
BJP since It took oCSce Hieymaybe 
wrong, or may be nght But die fact 
IS that the President's office is a 
pc^boal cme—there’s no getting 
around that fact Denying this is only 
pretending politics doesn’t exist The 
quesium is Ikiw the govemment-*- 
and successive fYesideetts—have 
been able to manage the pohtics, 
handle the power, and iqitold the 
1 fxeitige of die office neifter 

" Ihe Pi^deat nor the B JP 
government have covered 
diemseives Mthh g^. 


So Vaipayee went home sanguine in 
tlie belicl that he would not have to 
undergo a test ol confidence So the 
government was shcKked into silence 
when aftei this assurance Rashtrapati 
Bhavan sent them a lettci infoiming 
them baldly that the v should face a confi 
dence vote Obviously the Opposition 
had got time to do its work 1 ater when 
the government tried to understand why 
the President had changed his mind the 
only conclusion they could reach was 
that the President had been worried 
about the financial chaos that would 
result if the Budget hadn’t been passed 
But the Congress had no intention of 
bringing the government down This 
was one reason why Mulayam Singh 
Yadav was angry with Sonia Gandhi 


how come the iiewspipcrs get to hear of 
them’ 

The govemnieni savs everyone has 
liabilities Sonic ministers are ours If 
the President exercises discretion so will 
we But smoke leads to fire And the 
Rashtrapati Bhav an’s chimneys are tern 
bly smoky 

Where is all this leading to '1 he Prcsi 
dent distrusts the B IP and allies and can 
not lid himself of the feeling that they 
have an ultcrioi agenda The govern¬ 
ment not a very cohesive entity at the 
best of times is defensive and aggres 
sive in self defence The point is that 
both have to make a fresh start And if is 
the BJP and the allies which have more 
to lose il they don’t • 
AdlUPhmMm/Nmw OmM 
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argil has revived two dorm¬ 
ant issues; counter¬ 
insurgency (CIS) and" 
defending LoC in Kargil. 
H ^HliThc first feeds on the 
second. The diversion of troops from the 
Valley to Kargil disturbed the CIS gnd 
carefully set up over the last ten years, 
though the Rashtnya Rifles (RF) have 
filled some of the voids. Pakistan used 
Kargil as a diversion to pump in large 
number of Taliban into J&K. 

The daring threc-m-a-row attacks in 
two days in Kupwara .sectoi last week 
are the fallout of the thinning out of 
troops from the Valley for Kargil. These 
attacks are unprecedented. For the first 
time, militants have dared to attack a 
regular army (RR post), a brigade head¬ 
quarters and ambushed a Commanding 


Officer’s column killing him and his sub- 
edai major. It is also the first time after 
three to four years that militants have 
confronted u the army instead of going 
for soft targets. 

Previously militants had targeted 
army camps in Rajouri forcing the 
deployment of an additional division 
there last year. The militants have reorga¬ 
nised themselves with the majority of 
fighters being Afghan Taliban support¬ 
ed by local militants. They have revised 
their tactics; confrontations short of 
assaults on isolated posts instead of hit- 
and-run operations. 

The nics.sage is clear. Pakistan will 
not allow the Kargil momentum to peter 
out, rather insurgency dormant in the 
Valley for a couple of years, will be 
rekindled and brought to full steam. 


Pakistan has to focus international atten¬ 
tion on the freedom fighters and the 
potential nuclear flashpoint of J&K. 

This time around, Pakistan will engi¬ 
neer serious and spectacular incidents 
involving the local population which 
will deter the holding of elections in the 
state. The attacks on security forces in 
J&K in conjunction with the ISI- 
sponsored ar.son and insurgency m the 
north-east is likely to put the spotlight 
on deficiencies in internal security at the 
time of elections. 

The victory in Kaigil snatched from 
the jaws of defeat is both remarkable and 
a blessing in disguise It has shown up 
operational deficiencies and prepared¬ 
ness m the armed ?orces, the fragility of 
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Kargil 


The new face of insurgency in the Valley 


the LoC, the failure of early warning and 
the true face of Pakistan. It has equally 
vividly demonstrated the need for a war¬ 
like response including the use of air 
power to the new face of insurgency. It 
is also clear that constructive steps have 
to be concurrently taken in the political 
and diplomatic areas. 

T he immediate priorities are a vigor¬ 
ous CIS campaign and a sound plan 
for manning the liberated areas of Kar- 
^ gil. It would appear that RR along with 
BSF, CRPF and state police will be used 
to defeat the insurgency now that the 
anny may be freed from this role. What¬ 
ever the composition of the force, a unifi¬ 
ed intelligence and operational com¬ 
mand is a must for its success. Eventual¬ 
ly RR should take over the re.sponsibili- 


ty of internal security tasks in J&K. A 
similar framework pivoted on Assam 
Rifles for the north-east is necessary. 
This is part of the old plan where DCs of 
Rashtriya and Assam Rifles would take 
over CIS duties from the army. The bulk 
of the insurgency in the Valley must be 
eliminated this winter without carrying 
over Its traces into the new millennium. 

The second problem is defending the 
LoC in Kargil. This task had been exag¬ 
gerated to levels of fantasy by an uninfor¬ 
med media. Many breathtaking models 
have been suggested for defending Kar¬ 
gil. Pakistan is being credited with hav¬ 
ing Siachem.sed the entire mountain 
wasteland between Zojila and Turtuk 
tying down at least two, even three, divi¬ 
sions. These judgements betray incom¬ 
plete knowledge of terrain, manning 


norms and Siachen. 

To start with, the politico-military 
connotation of Siachen on Kargil is mis¬ 
leading. Kargil lies within the territoria] 
limits of the LoC whereas Siachen falls' 
in its undemarcated zone. Three battal¬ 
ions deployed on the galcicr along with 
the Saltoro watershed contest the disput¬ 
ed Pakistani interpretation of the exten¬ 
sion of the LoC. The glaciated posts, 
east of Shyok River, are altitudes rang¬ 
ing from 18 to 20,000 feet, permanently 
snowbound. 

I n Kargil, each sector is different from 
the other. Mashkoh Valley, Dras, Kak- 
sar, Chhainikund, Singo, Batalik, Chor- 
batla and now the new Hanif (after Lt 
Hanifuddin) sub-sectors sUetch across 
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140 km averaging 14 to 16,000 feet. 
Before the Kargil War, four army and 
one BSF battalions occupied post 
throughout the year, but with wide gaps 
between brigades as well as between bat¬ 
talions. During summer, snow will thaw 
in most of these areas. 

For example, the gaps between the, 


Siachen Brigade and Kargil (Batalik) 
and Kargil and Gurez Brigades (Mash- 
koh) were as large as 301^. The inter¬ 
brigade boundaries are invariably die 
most vulnerable where encroachments 
and conflict usually start. These gaps 
have existed since 1972 because large- 
scale movement of troops in a war 


situation was not envisaged. 

Further, these areas in Ladakh were 
regarded as unsuitable for infiltration 
due to the Shia and Buddhist profile of 
population en route though some iidru- 
ders were intercepted in MaAkoh in 
1993. Most of the g«ps, w^iichhave to be 
plugged are as different hom Siachen as 
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INDIAN TROOPS IN KARGIL 


Mount Kjlimanjdro is trom 
Kanchenjunga 

Besides, the ob|ectionablc statement 
on Siachenisation the other illusion is 
about more Kargils There is no scope 
lor a Kargil elscwheie on the LoC 7 cm 
plates suggested for mtcnsitied deplo) 
menl to prevent retuircnee ot intrusions 
of Kargil are bi/arre Dicy range from a 
post every 200 yards to 200 posts held 
by 20 men to a 1 to 7 model which imp 
lies three soldiers are required at the 
base to support one on the peak This 
method followed at Siachen is irrelevant 
in Kargil These absurd models have 
unnecessanly committed two to thiee 
divisions in Kargil replicating the thiec 
battalions on Siachen whereas the actual 
requirement is far less — no more than 
one brigade 

S urveillance and manning of the I oC 
IS dictated by terrain weather condi 
tions and dominanon of LoC’ and loutcs 
across it The new gridlock astnde the 
I oC wil not be encroachment pioof 
The most reliable early warning and sur 
veillance systems are aenal and ground 
■ecunnaissance complemented by tor 
ward and sideways-hKikmg radars, sen 
* sors but momtored by a man and a dog 
Technology has to be tested on this ter 
rain before induction 

Pakistan held the four pockets of intru 


The immecilate 
priorities in J&K are a 
vigorous CIS 
campaign and a 
sound plan for 
manning the 
liberated areas of 
Kargil. Whatever the 
composition of the 
force, a unified 
intelligence and 
operational 
command is a must 
for its success 


sions with I OfMl soldiers Ihey have 
brought in another brigade to ludd piists 
opposite the iica of mtnsion'' A.t the 
very most the Indian Army will require 
an additional 4 (XX) troop, (one biigade) 
to plug the violated gap. The existing 
brigade sector will turn nlo an expand¬ 
ed twir bngade divisioral area certain 
ly not into a three division Corps Zone, 
howevt r much Pakistan would want this 
to hapi en At present Siachen, Turtuk 


and Leh tomi part of the Leh division 
Batalik and ( horbatla could he added to 
this as one additional bngade sector 

The cost of additional deployment by 
India will also base to home by 
Pakistan It has already said it would 
man peaks on LoC from where it can 
dominate Kargil and has therefore induc¬ 
ted fresh troops for this We need to raise 
additional battalions of J&K Light Infan¬ 
try and Ladakh Scouts which have 
fought gallantly in Kaigil and Turtuk 
Their soldiers are locals well- 
acclimatised and superbly motivated 
The cost of defending Kargil has been 
erroneously estimated as Rs 4 crorc a 
day This has been compounded by nus 
assessing the cost of Kargil as three 
times Siachen 

Sealing the 1 oC in high mountains is 
just nut feasible What is feasible is lais 
ing the cost for Pakistan breaching the 
LoC by strong and swift anti infiltration 
and CIS operations Also by making 
Pakistan pas diplomatic penalty But the 
shelling in Kaigil and Dias will go on 
The trade off lit s in ihc Neclam Valley 
and in the Kupwaia sector where Indian 
guns keep doing a Kargil That may he 
one reason why Kupwara has been chos¬ 
en to launch the present phase of 
insurgency • 
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No Takers 


Most politicians are unwilling to contest the Lok Sabha polls 


t's elections with a difference. 
With Lok Sabha polls becoming 
an annual event, more and more 
candidates are opting out nf the 
fray. The desperate faces and the 
long queues outside the party offices in 
Delhi are missing. The underlying logic 
seems to be—if it doesn’t work out this 
year, then the elections are not too far 
away. Most see these elections as a trial 
run to election 2000. 

And in states which are facing simulta¬ 
neous Assembly elections, there are 
more takers for the MLA tickets, rather 
than the Lok Sabha one. Fading national 
leaders such as K. Karunakaran and Mar¬ 
garet Alva have realised that they have 
better chance at the As.sembly polls and 
perhaps another stab at chief minister- 
ship rather than facing an electorate that 
promises to throw up yet another hung 
Parliament. 

The Congress in Madhya Pradesh is a 
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MiJt^ll^sIng B!)»1jl|ciR^ature 
fromlngoTao, 

Tlotim wit Parti's far ttm ooi^ial 
lt«8t is a sidt¥that 


ARJtlN SimM: living lost the last 
lok Sabha etections, It is 6a^ to 
undersiBfti the Thakur’s relustance 
to face the electorate once again. And 
he has tried everything—-in 1996, he 
change! his pari^ and stood from the 
Congress (Tewarli from Satna. He 
lost, fn 199d,hechaaiged Ms 
conehtuemiy fromSatna to 
Hoshan^had, hut he lost once ag«^. 
This time rourid, ^h Is faM runidng 
out of c^ns. But enemies are 
wouMl—forheisnotaascamdof 
the BJP as he is 0 ^ his ovm chief 
minister. What has given Sin^t a ^ 

face-saver Is the parVs pstiey# not 
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prime example of state ministers not 
wanting to give up a cushy five-year 
tenure for an uncertain future at the Cen¬ 
tre. Initially, the chief minister had pro- 
^niised the Centre that he would field his 
' state ministers at the national level and 
suggested as many as .seven state mini¬ 
sters fur the Luk Sabha panel. 

But most have refused. Take the case 



SUSHMA SWARAJ: She said that 
she doesn't want to fight the elections 
because of ‘personal reasons’. She is 
not lying. The personal reasons are of 
course that she has managed to 
antagonise many within the BJP Itself 
— detractors like Madan Lai Khurana 
have let it be known that they will 
ensure that she loses—and personal 
ambition. Sushma knows that she 
has no future in any government 
headed by Atal Behari Vajpayee. So, 
she hasmow decided to concentrate 
on the organisation, where at least 
she has L.K. Advani’s blessings. 

RAyilAM KHURtHlD: He may be 

|i the UP PCC chief, he may even have 

^ managed to convince Sonta &iiKftU 
that the fllp.show at Varanasi two , 


of Sriniwas Tewari, the iwo-ierm 
Vidhan Sabha Speaker. When Tewari 
came to know that his name was on the 
list, the .shrewd Brahpim got himself 
admitted to the l(x:al Hamidia hospital. 
In fact, Tewari took no chances and 
went straight to the ICU ward, thus toil¬ 
ing the chief minister’s plans of trying to 
get rid of him. 


Another reason for reluctance among¬ 
st the ticket-seekers is the delay in form¬ 
ing the alliances. With elections barely a 
month away, the .seat-sharing ratio 
amongst must of the parties still has to 



months ago was an organisational 
failura, ratiterthan acomment on the 
Congress's popularity in fte state. 
But, ail this does not nmn that he 
tieiievBS what he says. Khorshid has 
istit hd imown tiiaftlie will not be 
coning the lek Sabha polls, 
instsad, his wife will stand from hte 
Oi^tituency—Farrukhaiiad. That 
vjny, if he loses, he canatways blame 


be worked out. Sharad Pawar's Nation¬ 
alist Congress Party has still not come 
out with its first list citing seat-sharing 
problems as the reason. 

The Congress also came out with its 
first list as late as the second week of 
August. (One reason for the delay is that 
ii is scared that those who have been deni¬ 
ed a ticket will cross over to Pawar’s par¬ 


ty And this is jusi one of the problems | 
it's facing because of Pawar. The other 
is to find candidates who will take on the 
Maratha strongman m his constituency 
Baramati and the rest of the western 
Maharashtra.) 

A s for the BJP. it's still not too sure 
who Its allies really are. George Fci- 
nandes says he’s with the NDA, but he 


it on her ine)cp«rience rather than his 
ladcpfpcpitarity. 

YJkllAISlIRKIIARRiDOY: 

is probably the most honourable 
reason of teem aft. The Cudappah 
T^r holds one of the safest Lok 
Simha constituencies in the country 
—in fact he had even offered teis to 
Sonia Gandhi if she wanted to contest 
from a sure seat. However, Reddy 
has said that he wilt not be fighting the 
Lok Sabha elections this time. 

InsteauJ, he will contest from an MLA 
ticket- 

ML fHJJRAL: He has said he won’t 
contest, but no one is quite sure 
whom the refusal is directed at: for no 
party Is willir^ to back the former 
Prime Minister. Duilng the last polis.^ 
he wonfrom Jalandhar with tee Akatt 
Dai and flwBJP’s help. This tune . 
round, the SAD has already 
announced its candktete from 
Jal»Klhar—and ft’s not Gujral.« 


Unlike the Congress, where the Arjun 
Singhs and Natwar Singhs have no higher 
moral reason to offer for opting out of 
electoral politics, the likes of the BJP’s 
Sushma Swaraj can always cite 
organisational work as their reason for not 
contesting 
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FOCUS 


RELUCTANT CANDIDATES 


For this round of polls 

S H MH; The Ck^s^etss spokes^ierson i« scatwithal the anti-Jat 
agitation against bis pai^ ini^t lebcmnd on him- c<»jrse. this is niAwhat he 
' is saying in pubijc. Lflee UtaaBbarti. Singh has afelo cited health reasons for his 
whjctaace to face flwidteeloraie. He says that he '^doidest, once his doctors 
give hint a cleancWt. Whatever that means. '' 

mmy SHMM: The congress 
party'^ilemative candidate for 
piiiitthpntstei^ip is not too keen to 
face^L(&Sabhapolls as yet. 
However, his party wants him to 
conte^i|t 0 south Delhi seat as Singh 
has a following among.st the 
mid^llass. The constituency also 
has a li^ge number of Sikhs. Singh 
has ftnsdty agreed, but he is said to 
have put in a clause: he’ll contest if 
the party denies a ticket to those 
involved in the 1984 riots such as 
Jagdish Tytler and Sajjsut Kumar— 
as this will not go down well with the 
Sikhs fit his constituency. 

SSHHTM MMIAMN: B JP general 
secretary and MP from Indore was 
reluctant to amtest this time round. 
Dnof^ially, shecited factional 
polidcs as the reason, but on the 
record, she took the Sushma Swaraj 
line and said that she would rather 
dedicate herself to •organj.sational’ 
work. But she doesn't have Swaraj’s 
clout and so was overruled and asked 
to contest. So, poor Mahajan has 
once again to face a constituency that 
sent her to Parliament in 1998 with a 
margin of a mere 6 per cent. 

tMBMWIAXIMli: The poor man is from Andhra. But he's been given a 
ticket fron Jalore in R^asthan, During theBJPek«tioai committw meeting, 
the party was looking for aleader to take on BulaSingh. It was f^nted out that 
Singh was an outsider, so maybe another ’outsiiwr’ should he pitted against 
him—and then Laxman's detractors chortled and suggested his name. There 
is Htfle that Laxman could do except agree to contest from a constituency 1 rom 
the Hindi'heartland without being too fluent in the language. He, however, has 
put in aiider; will contest from J«dore, only if Bula Singh stands. After all, the 
psuty w^ tooking for an opposition to Singh rather than a candidate from Jalore 
when dwy suggested his name. 

MMHUyST JUiYIc She was reportedly keen to ccaitestthe Assembly elutions 
since she had set eyes on being the Congress chief ministerial candidate 

from Karnataka. But, amidst speculation, Alva has issued a clarification that 
she will be contesting the Lok Sabha from the Kanara parliamentary scat. (In 
the 1998 polls, she lost the seat to the BJP's Ananth Kumar by a margin of 
nearly 12 per cent.) • 
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wants to bring in u whole lot of excess 
baggage that the BJP doesn’t really 
want And when the seat-sharing ratio 
still has to be worked out, how are the 
parties expected to come out with the list 
of candidates’’ i 

And if It's not the lormation of new i 
alliances, it s the decimalion of old ones ' 
that IS causing the problem 1 

Foi instance, in Andhra Pradesh, with ! 
the dissolution of the Thrid Front and j 
the Congress on a winning streak, the ; 
Left and the erstwhile Janata Dal are has - J 
mg a hard time trying to finalise its list of | 
candickues 

Things are no diflercnl in Karnataka 
From the Congress, both Veerappa Mi>i- 
Iv and B Janartlhan Poo)ary have asked 
for a specific constituency, They let it be ! 
known that il they won’t get the consti- 
tuency (.4 their choice, they were not mte- j 
rested in contesting And, due to shorta- j 
gc ('f candidates, both have got away | 
with this. Molly has been given | 
Mangalore (he fought from Chikma- j 
galui last lime) and Poojary who lost 
from Mangalore the last two limes, will | 
now contest from IJdipi 

Unlike the Congress, where the Arjun 
Singhs and Natw ar Singhs have no high¬ 
er moral reason to offer lot opting out of 
electoral politics, the likes of the BJP s 
Sushma Swaraj can always cite organisa¬ 
tional work as then reason lor not con- 
le.sling. And this is something that will 
score points with the umgh pumar 
which IS already bemoaning its loss of j 
ideology at the altar of Cabinet j 
portfolios. j 

But whatever the rea.son, the result is ( 
the same: there are just no takers lor Lok ^ 
Sabha, 1999. • 

Amtfa Joohl/Bmngmiont, 
DeMhdeBpSMxena/Bhotmlmul 
Priym S^gal/Ne w IMM 



_ [1 _ 

Sharad Pawar. posing a thraat to 
thoCongroas 


26 


kii^uW iB'ih 









If your business uses computers or microchip-baserf machines, you could be affected by 
the Y2K bug. Act now to ensure that your business isn’t disrupted Remember this the 
one deadline you cannot afford to miss. Read on to find out where to get help. 
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INDER MALHOTRA 


Many voices 

It seems every minister takes foreign policy for granted 


K proof were needed that the Indian govern¬ 
ment, whatever its political hue, possesses 
nothing like a collective consciousness of 
loreign policy imperatives, il has been pro¬ 
vided by the rather llashy petroleum mini¬ 
ster, V.K. Ramamurthy. On a visit to Bagh¬ 
dad, he blandly announced that India want¬ 
ed to extend to vSaddam Hussein’s Iraq a UvS 
S25 million credit. The amount is small but its symbolic value 
is nothing short of dramatic. 

Under the IIN Security Council re.solutions pas.sed at the 
lime of the Gulf war to which India was a party, luiq is under 
tight sanctions. Any succour to the Saddam regime is taboo. 
In any case, though the minister had no authority to make such 




to Saddam a V$ $25 

mtlKon credit 


a statement, he thought that an official foreign tour was no dif- 
lerent Irom a visit to his constituency. 

Ramamurthy’s ignorance of the cnoimity ol his faux pas is 
astounding. At a time when there is a virtual honeymoon bet¬ 
ween the Vajpayee government and the Clinton administra¬ 
tion, the petroleum minister .said something which was bound 
to infuriale the Americans who arc not prepared to countenan¬ 
ce any quarter being shown to Saddam by anyone. 

No wonder the foreign office immediately repudiated the 
mtnistcr’s remarks. The New Delhi statement reaffirmed Indi¬ 
a’s adherence to the UN sanctions against Iraq. It added, 
however, that any credit to Baghdad — under the UN’s own 
"oil for food and medicines" scheme—-might be offered only 


after seeking the world body’s permission. 

However, it will be unfair to blame Ramamurthy alone for 
talking loosely on sensitive foreign policy issues without seek¬ 
ing the permission of the Prime Minister, if not of the Cabinet. 
Other ministers have done worse without the PM or anyone 
else being able to say boo to them. 

The classic case is that of the delence minister, George Fer¬ 
nandes, and this has nothing to do with his absurd statements 
exonerattng Nawaz. Shartf and the ISl of the ciime of invading 
Kargil — which have been refuted not only by the Pakistani 
Army chief, Gcneriil Pervez Musharraf, but also by every 
authoritative Pak mcdiaperson Llndei discussion here are 
George’s wild statements against China long before the 
Pokhran-ll nucleai tests and China’s overreaction to them. 

When the Prime Minister himself wrote to Cltnton that the 
Chinese threat was the mam cause of the tests, the Chinese 
could not be blamed lor thinking that Fernandes was building 
up public opinion to justify the tests on account of the "threat" 
from China Tlic fact, however, is that the delence inmistet 
was told of the impending tests rather late 

As if this was not enough, the then urban ilevelopment mini¬ 
ster, Ram Jethmalani, muddied waters furtherby making irres¬ 
ponsible pronouncements on Tibet and Taiwan, which weic 
bound to annoy Bei|ing. Once again no one seemed to discipli 
nehim. 

One must hasten to ,idd that what is going on. in relation to 
foreign policy and its implementation, is of a piece with a pat¬ 
tern established long ago It is impossible to think of any indi¬ 
vidual who.se control on any country’s foreign policy was so 
complete as that ol .lawahailul Nehru pAen during his hey¬ 
day, however, various ministers and ministries pursued their 
own foreign policies, but w'ith one crucial difference Eveiyo- 
ne defciTcd to the titanic leader and backtracked if he saw a 
frown on the great man’s face. 

By the mid-Fifties. when India faced an :icutc foreign 
exchange shortage and huge foreign aid became the need of 
the hour, economic diplomacy was taken ovei almost com¬ 
pletely by the finance ministry. Then, during the Shastri eia 
and the first few years of Indira Gandhi, the food ministry 
took over fiom finance because now an enonnous quantity of 
concessional wheat imports from the U.S was icquircd 

Even today, mid-level officials of the ministries of commer 
cc. water resources, h< ime, economic affairs and so on can mei - 
rily subvert policies of the external affairs ministry Especial¬ 
ly where trade, travel and other relations with immediate 
neighbours are concerned. And, as 1 have remarked in this 
column more than once that one gift of globalisation is the 
widening gulf between the North and South Block. This inde¬ 
ed IS the greatc.st North-South divide. 

Finally, there is the mother of all infirmities from which the 
foreign office suffers. Over long years and under successive 
Prime Ministers, the PMO has marginalised th ■ external 
affairs ministry to the point of emasculating it • 
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The deadline for fixing the Y2K bug is absolutely immoveable. It eould be somewhere in your 
systems or those of your associates The problem isn't difficult to solve - it takes time .:nd the 
commitment ol senior management. And ot course, the longer you put it off. the more expensive 
It will cel. Your business is at stake. Read on to find out what you need to do light away 
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j The Y2K bug is not a computer problem. 

it’s a business problem. It can affect any 
computer, communication network or device 
that runs on inicrochip.s, seriously disrupung 
■‘mmmm thcir functioiis It IS not restricted to large 
organisations, gtivernnienl and heavily computerised 
countries, !t is your problem, because your business is at 


computers and miciochips will recognise *00’ as the ycai 
‘1900’ and not ‘2tXX)’. Faced with a situation they cannot. 
comprehend, they will ’panic’ - and either shut down or 
generate incorrect data, disrupting business 
in ipany ways. 

Is it hardl to fix ? 

Not really In computers, the problem exists 


The bad news 
about Y 2 K: 
it can affect your 


The good n 6 w^ 
if you acT^nif|v|| 


stake And unlike any other problem, it has an unchangeable 
deadhneforaetton- Itecembei .tl, 1999 ,So investing a little 
time on it could well oe the wisest business decision you 
have ever made 

■»» the taK fewg ? 

As a shortcut, programmers decided to use two digits to recoi d 
the yeai in computers and microchips For 
example, the year * 1999' would be recorded 
as *99’ This practice continued until very 
recently. On January 1 st, 2(KX). however, the.se 


at live levels - hardwaie. operating syslem, softwaie 
progi amines, data and data sharing Check how dates aie 
u.sed at these levels in youi business, and you will get an idea 
of the task. Fi.xing Y2K is really a management issue Invesi 
some time and senioi management commitment iti diawmg 
up and impletncntmg a checklist of processes 

Swen st YO%i don’t «w« co*«pu#c*i-s, yov 
t>« leiitieted. !' 

Ihink Do you deal with trading 
partners or customers who depend on 


I’m convinced Y2K will affect my business. Send me the ‘Y2K OK' infopack at once.’ (Fill m capitals) 


Designation . 


Company Name. 
Address _____ 


_City 


_2 Type of organisation (/): L! PSU □ Government □ Self Employed 1 ] Pvt Sector 


1 Type of Industry__2 Type of organisation (✓): L_1 PSU L_) Government lj sen tmpi 

.t Tiimovci ot company_____ 4 No. of computers- 

Mail to Solutions Integrated Marketing Services, P.O. Box No. 4481, Kaikgii, New Delhi-tl0019, 












omputers ? If their systems are not Y2K OK, your raw 
naienals supply and payments could be affected. It is in your 
St interest to talk to them and ensure their compliance. Do 
\ i)u have embedded chips in your business processes?These 
irogramiiidbie devices control a variety of equipment and 
.in he difTicult to detect, test and rectify. In this ca.se, carefully 
I loritise (based on asse,ssment of impact) and seek help from 
endors or the services of a consultant. 

%at Rre Ifie financial and legal impllcatiens? 

' he Y2K bug will affect all date-dependent processes - 
Micluding invoicing, payments, production planning, 
. atabases, accounting, budgeting, payroll systems and 
■late -dependent pmduction facilities or building infrastructure, 
ihe first direct impact will be on cashflow 
riiat's not all. Your Y2K status has to 
he reported quarterly and in annual 
reports as per StBl guidelines A Y2K OK 
’*,ertilication is crucial for investor 
ninlidcncc If yiHi head a publicly- quoted company or rely 
heavily on exports, the implicaUons arc grave Most countries 
have already stopped deahng with non-Y2K OK companies 
Also, if yom customers or employees suffer any losses due to 
lack of Y2K compliance you will be liable lor legal action 

How do 1 find »wt If ( have fhe YUK bwgl” 

Test all levels of operations ol your computers and microchip 
based systems. While the basic hardware test can be done 
wiiliin hall an hour, other levels will require expert 
supervision Kven if you have an IT manager, call an outside 
agency lor an impartial view 

I (hiraff I haw fhe T2K hug. What de I d« 

’ J'.OW?' 

Follow these steps in partnership with your Y2K 
consultant : 

.1 Make an inventory of all date-dependent systems, 
h Assess impact on critical areas 
>- Repair, retire, replace or retain as the ca.se may be 
il Test and install to ensure systems are Y2K OK 
c Undertake contingency planning- nevei assume that the 
bug has been completely eradicated Keep data backups 
and make alternative plans fur all core business 
functions. 

I Qieck new purchases and insist on Y2K OK certificates 
from every supplier. 

noiirs of lost - how beeaming Y2K OK 
'an bonefit your bwaiacss. 

Think of your Y2K OK project as spring-cleaning. An 
^opportunity to evaluate and overhaul your company's 


infotech systems (tax benefits are available for this). This will 
lead to a better networked and more efficient organisation. 
One that customers looking for the teas-simince of dealing 
with companies dial are Y2K OK would love to deal with. It 
IS an invaluable oppominity to cement exisung relationships 
and develop new ones. 

'Where de i get help?* ^ 

CMC (supported by Deptt. of Electromas, 

Govt, of India) has set up helpdesks 
111 all major cities Call them at 
(040) 3000409 / 3001682, or fax at (()40) 3001683 / mmi 
01 course, you can always reach out to the DoE website : 
www.y2k.gov.in, or e-mail them at : help(i»y2k.gov in If 
you wish to receive a free Y2K infopack, Just fill out tlic 
coupon below. Make sure you have all the ammunition to 
tackle this enemy. And wish your business a happy new year 
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OEPARTMINT Of ELECTRONICS 


LET'S MAKE INDIA YSK OK. 






(iiiisal Mas jusi aiiotluT sUi'|)\ hamlil in norlh 
Bengal. I ill Ihc ni^hl ol I August. I lu' ni^lil Mlun 
(he I p AMadlf- \ssani l Apress and Down 
Brahinapiilra Mail luii lled (lirnnyh the darkness 
Inwards each nlher. 

At 1.56 am, 2 Vnmisl. w hile thousands ol 
passengers slept, the two trains crashed headlonii 
inti* each other, at (iaisal. W ithin moments. 1.^ 
hojiies ol'the speedin;i trains had been reduced to a 
bundle orhurnl. manjiled metal. 

H\ da\break, all hell had broken l(»oseo\er 
(iaisal. An oNerwhelmintj; stench ol rotting; llesli and 


1. THE TOLL MOUHTS; A body being extricated trom the 
wreckage. As rescue workers pried open more and more 
compartments, the horror hit home 

2 COLLISION COURSE: Was it a case of systems failure? 
Or was it some careless cabinman who pulled the wrong 
lever? 








PHOTO-FEATURE 







3. TORN AND TVi/ISTED; 

As salvage operations 
got underway, an 
overwhelming stench 
of rotting flesh and 
bleaching powder hung 
heavy over the disaster 
site 

4. MEN (N BLUE lAF 
personnel carrying 
away a colleague. Far 
from the battle front, 
the taujis rallied 
together in this hour of 
grief 
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5 PICKING UP THt PIECES: Armymen searching 
for their comrades and their belongings. Many 
aboard the Brahmaputra Mail were going to 
Gwalior to join their unit 

I THt Sl;RV'!i.’DHS The ones who miraculously 
escaped were found sitting on the tracks, numb 
with shock. Some were waiting for news of their 
loved ones, others for their possessions 




bleathinn litav> over the disasler site. 

As (lid a pall ol f;io(»m. 

Ueseue workers llieir senses siiuired oul with 
an o\ erdose ol i hullu w ent ahoiil their task 

meelianieally. with a jila/ed look in their eves. Tliev 
dneked under ravaged eonipartnients. pried open 
by oas-eutters, to emerge with yet another horribly 
inanuled body. 

lAen as the bodies piled up. Just a lew paces aw ay, 
ulhihs and (/f,//ii.///;(//s were busy (•ashin;:in 
on the catastrophe. IVople rroni nearby localities 
had landed up in hired cars, just to ha\e a (kklu>. 

rratiedy. y on realise, is a top draw Iroin a sale 
distance. 

but who were the |)eople who died? I be nameless, 
laceless'ones? \\ ho knows? W ho cares? 

\ on turn away Iroin the site and ^et back to ihe 
business oi Ii\ill};. • 

Photographs: Pradip Sanya! 

Text: Sourabh Sen/Gaisal 







The canonisation 
process of Mother 
Teresa begins 


n llic Middle Ages, there was a Latin saying in the Chur- 
chdoiiT Vox Populi, Vox Dei (The voice ol the people is 
the voice of God) Centuries later, the same holds true. 
Linder intense pressure and lobbying front the clergy 
and ordinary people from all over, the Vatican has been 
compelled to bend its age-old rule of the five-year wait-period 
before a caiionisatutn piocess is allowed to start. Last fort¬ 
night. this happened in Calcutta as the people witnessed the 
beginning of the sainthood process of Mother Teresa of the 
Missionaries of Chanty (MC). 

On the morning of 28 July, the hymns of Vein Soncie 
Spiutus reverberated inside the St Mary’s Church on Ripon 
Street. Calcutta. It was a solemn gathering compri.sing priests 
and the nuns of Missionaries of Charily. Inside the church, 
holy sermons weie preached and hymns sung for the Mother 
And in a simple ceremony, the diocesan enquiry into the life, 
virtues and reputation of sanctity of the Servant of God, 
Mother Tetesa. was set into motion 

In the ceremony, the diocesan enquiry team— which com¬ 
prises menrbersof theTribunal (aPromoter of Justice, Episco¬ 
pal delegate and Notary). Historical Commission. Theologi¬ 
cal Commission and the Postulator for the Cause—was admi¬ 
nistered oath of office, secrecy and the Church by the Archbi¬ 
shop of Calcutta. Rev. Henry D’Souza. "Ten to twelve per¬ 
sons were appointed for this Cause They were nominated by 
me in consultation with Sister Nirmala. the Superior-General 
of MC." said Rev. D’Souza. 

The day was very special for the nuns of the MC. Ever since 
Mother Teresa’s death on 5 September 1997. they had been 
praying for a divine intervention so that the Holy See would 
dispense with the five-year waiting period and start the canoni¬ 
sation process. "This is the first time such an exemption has 
been granted in Christian history. In fact, requests were made 
to the Calcutta Diwese and the Vatican from New York. Lon¬ 
don. San Diego, etc., to start the sainthood process," said 
Vicar General Monsignor Francis Gomes. 

As early as April 1998, .Archbishop Henry D’Souza had 
gone to Rome to request the Vatican to exempt the five-year 
waiting period. But the Congregation for the Causes of Saints S 
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politely refused. "In the meantime. Mother Teresa’s reputa- i 
tion of sanctity increased in extent and intensity, both within 1 
and outside the Church Moreover, there were numerous | 
reports of favours granted through Mother’s intercession. 
And some even reported miracles," said Father Brian Kolodie- 
jehuk, the Postulator for the Cause. 

O n 12 December, 1998. the Vatican finally agreed The 
Congregation for the Causes ot Saints despatched to the 
Archbishop of Calcutta the Rescript of Dispensation’ from 
the requirement of waiting period of five years before initiat¬ 
ing the Cause of beatification and canonisation of Mother 
Teresa. 

Later, Archbishop Jose .Saraiva Martins, FVefect of the Con¬ 
gregation for the Causes ol Saints, in an interview with the 
Vatican Radio, explaining the dispensation said: "...the 
avalanche ol petitions which have come Irom varied souices 
in the Catholic Church, as well as groups and individuals or 
institutions which are not part of the eluiicli " He also refen - 
ed to the extraoidinary cccleMaslical lelcvancc which is 
invested in the figure of the "foundress of the MC" that made 
the Vatican change its mind. 

Immediately after receiving the Resciipi. the Archbishop 

In the Middle Ages, there was a Latin 
saying in the Churchdom; Vox PopuH, 
Vox Dei (The voice of the people is the 
voice of God). Centuries later, the 
same holds true for Mother Teresa. 
Under intense pressure and lobbying 
from the clergy and ordinary people, 
the Vatican has been compelled to 
start Mother’s sainthood process 

of Calcutta Diocese sought Nihil Obsiat, a formal permission 
or a no-objection certificate, from the Vatican to start 
Mother’s sainthood process. Once it was granted. Postulator 
Father Brian got down to prepare the MC's lornial petition. 
Meanwhile, the officials foi the dioccse-lcvel enquiry were 
apppointed. On 11 June, 1999, Fathei Brian presented his peti¬ 
tion to Archbishop D’Souza The next day, a decree was pass¬ 
ed by Rev. D’Souza indteating his assent to initiate the Cause 
of the Mother. 

"Subsequently, we had to get evervthing iii older to carry 
out the enquiry The list of witnesses were prepared and the 
officials made ready to start the eiH|un y Since Moihci tiavell- 
cd all over the world and had a vi ide lollowing. airangcnienls 
weie also made to hold sessions m Rome. New York. Lon 
don, San Diego and Philippines for the coiueniencc ot testi¬ 
mony by witnesses," said l ather Brian. "T Imsc who arc ill and 
old are being tried bv the Tiibunai Inst and then the rest will 
follow 

So far, a list ot KM) witnesses have been pieparcd by the 
Postulator Of which moie than .SO aie said in be Irom India 
and the rest spread all over the wotTl .‘\n olltce has been set 
up toi the Cause at the Archbishop's Mouse m Calcutta, where 
witnesses are giving testimony evers day — live days a week 
"One witness is gi\ mg testimony esery tlay and the enquiry is 
held in iw'o sessions ol ihiee hours each." icvealcd Res 
D’Souza. 






"Oh! The Archbishop 
of Mother Teresa,,." 

Rew Henry D ’Souza on Mother and her sainthood 


SuNDAr: Your diocese is now a 
part of the Christian history as 
it‘s making an enquiry into 
Mother Teresa's sainthood. 
How do you feet about it? 

Rev. Henry D'Souza: Well, lor a 
long time, Calcutta has been in the 
world map because of Mothei 
Teresa When Mother Teresa was 
alive, whenever 1 mentioned to 
someone that 1 was tfie Archbishop 
of Calcutta, they immediately said. 
‘Oh* The .Archbishop of Mother 
Tcie.sa'. Mothei has been a part ol 
diocese's history ovei 25 years The 
dioce.se has hit the hcadines several 
times because of her And, over the 
years, it received importance from all 
over the world because of Mother 
Teiesa For sainthood, loo. the same 
consideration is being given to us 
And It’s a great piivilege for me to be 
the Archbishop of Calcutta and to 
start the Cause 

Q: You know Mother Teresa 
very well. 

A: Mother always came across as a 
pci son of great compassion A 
person who had a great love lor 
people, particularly for those who 
were siitlenng .She was a very 
positive person who had simple 
answers to dll liciilt problems She 
never got discouraged by any 
piobicm. She believed in the 
philosophy ol better to light the 
candle than to cm se the dai kness 

Q: Do you think Mother Teresa 
is an ideal candidate for 
sainthood? 

A; Mother Teresa full i Is all the 
conditions iei)Uired lor sainthood. 
For example, one would have had to 
live a holy life. Everybody knows 
that she lived only foi (lod and for 
His service. Her life, her behav loui. 
hei decisions all seem to ciuloise the 
fact th.it she lived a very holy hie 


Q: How many persons did you 
appoint for the enquiry? 

A: Ten to twelve persons have been 
appointed for this process. The key 
persons are: the epi.scopal delegate. 
Bishop Salvador Lobo of Baruipur 
Diocese in West Bengal, who is 
hearing evidence on my behalf. The 
Promotci of Justice, Father Htroscio, 
an Italian pnest and missionary who 
IS living in Calcutta for the last 50 
years. The Notary, Sister Rebeiro, a 
Loreto nun, who is recording the 
enquiry. Moreover, there are priests 
who aie serving m the Historical 
Commission and Theological 
Commission. 



Q: What is your role in the 
canonisation process? 

A; 1 had to begin the process because 
she died heic and belonged to 
Calcutta. In fact, as the Archbishop 
ot Calcutta my role in this priKcss is 
quite vital. 1 appointed all the 
members ol the Tribunal and other 
officials. They have to report to me 
about the enquiiy. And the petition 
that will finally go to the Vatican 
would require my approval. 


Q: Are the present laws of 
canonisation different from 
the ancient ones? 

A; TTie pre,sent one.s are much more 
detailed. In the 12th and 13th 
centuries, canonisation was done 
through acclaim. But since 1983, the 
new procedure of sainthood was laid 
down, now we’re following that. It is 
much more comprehensive, detailed 
and scientific. This process wants to 
ensure whatever is done can stand 
the test of objectivity. 

Q: How many witnesses are 
being interviewed everyday? 

A: Only one person at a time. And it 
lasts almost a whole day. The session 
goes on for hours, Some 
witne.s.ses on account of their illness 
have been taken beforehand. For 
instance, the evidence of Father Le 
Job of St, Xavier’s and Father 
Cukale were taken in then own 
rooms Both are missionaries who 
lived in India for more than 50 years 
and knew Mother Teresa well. 

As for the others, they are coming 
over to the Archbishop House to give 
w'ltness for the Cause The main idea 
IS to colled as much evidence as 
possible of Mother Teresa’s 
Holiness so that the final report is 
objective, scientific and thorough 

Q; is the process being 
conducted very fast? 

A: I believe it will take at least a year 
to collect all the evidence in Calcutta, 
Rome, New York and other places. 
And then a summary report will be 
presented to the Holy Sec for 
acceptance. Yes, things are going 
last and Mother has surpassed all by 
getting an exemption of five years 
from the Holy See to start her Cause. 

Q: Will Christianity benefit by 
making her a saint? 

A: Mother Teresa was a faithful 
follower of the Church and very loyal 
to the Church laws. She rellected all 
Christian virtues in her lifetime. She 
was a living example to all 
Christians. She made people believe 
that everybody in the society could 
contribute in their small and humble 
way and in the process serve people 
and God. Definitely, she is a role 
model for sainthood. • 
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The enquiry aims to know as much as possible about 
MotherTeresa's life, virtues, reputation of holiness, fortitude, 
justice, temperance, faith, prudence and miracles caused 
through her intercession. The Tribunal will hear cases of 
favour.‘ granted to individuals who prayed to Mother Teresa 
for intercession. And all the reports of miracles caused by 
Mother’s interces.sion will be scrutinised and the medical 
reports would be attached to the dix:umenis being prepared 
for the Cause. "While the Tribunal will ensure that all the testi¬ 
monies are fool-proof and medical certificates are in place, 
the Historical Commission will record her entire life lo prove 
her holiness," explained Father Brian. 

When will this phase end ' That’s very difficull to say. The 
way things are going, Church sources dislo.sc. the enquiry at 
the local dux-'ese is expected to be over by Novembei 1999. 
Once completed, the documents will be bounti and volumes 
made before the Postulator presents them to the Saint-Makers 
at Vatican. In fact, not only is the enquiry tedioirs, but also the 
final document very voluminous 
Take the ease of Padre Pio. an Italian Fran iscan priest, 
who died in 1968 and was beatified on 2 May, 19')9, the fast¬ 
est in recent times His sainthood entjuiry w^as conducted in 
Spam His final enquiry report, that recorded 69 witnes.ses, 
comprised 104 volumes And each volume hav mg 4(K) pages. 
Mothei Teresa’s report w ill account lor 100 wiincsses 

I n the past, the load lo sainthood has been long and tedious. 

It look all of 6(K) years lo canonise Joan of Arc And before 
Padre Pio. the fastest-recorded instance was that of Maximili¬ 
an Kolbe-- 40 years - who gave his life fora fellow Prileal 
Auschwitz Onginally, four nniacles had lo be attribuied lo a 
person foi canonisation But that changed under the new law 
promulgated by PojX'.Iohn Paul II in 1983. 

According to the new law, only one miracle is required lor 
the hall-way stage i>f bealiticaiion and another one for canoni¬ 
sation. instead of the previous two for each stage "Some 
mnacles have been attiibuled to Mother Teresa in West 
Bengal, Maharashtra and Goa These people have apparently 
been cuied of terminal illness Of course, it has to be verilV'il." 
levealed Falhei Bi lan. "Verifying the miracles is the most dif¬ 
ficult p.irt. Because these are inexplicable by science The 
cases have to be cross-examined and verified by doctors and 
by the office of the Sacred Congregation for the Causes vif 
Saints and the Promoiei of Ju.siice " 

The F’romoter of Justice, u.sed to be cal led the De\ il s Ad\ o- 
cate (now called a Relatoi), occupies an office of the Saint 
Makers m Rome. The Poslulaloi presents the enquiry to the 
Congiegation for the Causes of Saints which sits m a 
modern building at the top of Vla della Conciliazione, close to 
St.-Peter’s Cathedral, Rome Heic, the Promoter of Justice 
along with othei Vatican bishops investigate evciy dr tail ol 
the document before vetting it This is a crucial jitiase The 
Dev il’s Advocate is the Vatican’s theological ccnsoi His job 
IS to find out the ncgali ves in a candidate’.s CV and argue again¬ 
st canoni.sation 

Once he is agiccable, the report has lo be vetted by a panel 
of nine cardinals and bishops "At least, six of them have lo 
vole in favour ol the candidate before it is accepted," pointed 
out Fathei Brian. Then the case is presented to the Pope And 
once the Holy See is coin meed, the process is or cr and the pci- 
son is canonised " I he Pope consults the Congiegation foi the 
Causes of .Saints bcfoie passing a judgement He is the final 
judge. ” said Rev. D’Souza. 


THIE ALBANIAN DtOSE; Mother with the sister.’, ofMC 

How good are the chances of Mother Teresa being canoni- 
•sed’’ Vei y good First, the euphoria and support lor her Cau.se 
come not only from the clergy but also the common people. 
Secondly, and more im|K>rtantly, Mother was very close to 
Pope John F'aul 11 He is said to be taking a personal interest in 
hei case 

Whal’s more, the Vatican records show' that tins Pope has 
canonised more saints than his predecessors m Rome Since 
1978, there have been 278 new saints and 769 beatifications. 
And there aic more than 2,0(K) cases still jicnding with the 
Saint-Makers in Vatican "The present Pojx- believes that all 
Christians arc Cause lo holiness. When he decides to beatify 
and canonise acandidatc. his aim is lo present the jxrson as an 
example t»f Christian life. This Pope is aware of Mother’s 
qualities and the I'act that she transformed many non- 
pi actismg Chnslians lo tervenl believers All these will go in 
Mother’s favour," thinks Faihci Brian. 

The Church also believes in the concept til "jiastoral relev¬ 
ance Ol a candidtilc" put u|) lor canonistition The Vatican 
believes thcic should be ample justification for presenting a 
'xi.son at that particular lime. Mother Teresa definitely fits the 
bill; she led a "heroically virtuous life" and wa.s .seen as a "shi¬ 
ning example" who inspired Christhins Most believe. Mother 
Teresa is a role model for sainthood She had a great following 
during hei lifetime and retains them even after her death. 

And this alone could till the Vatican’s decision in hei 
favour, soon. • 

Artndam Smrkar/Caleutta 
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OONIHOVBISY 



S hekhar Kapur is all stirred 
up. His Elizabeth, the stoiy 
of England’s most famous 
queen, which has grossed a 
100 million dollars world¬ 
wide and shaken up the stodgy keepers 
of British history, has been refused clear¬ 
ance by the Indian Censor Board. As a 
result, the much-publicised screening 
for an invited audience at Siri Fort was 
cancelled. 

The censors, in the shape of Asha Par- 
ekh, are sticking to the three cuts they 
have a.sked for A French duke humilia¬ 



tes a young, mex|renenced Elizabeth in 
front of her court by saying he would 
like to make love to her and touch her 
■quinny'. According to Parekh, "lliat 
means the queen's private part, doesn't 
It"’ It doesn’t sound nice." 

The others are; a Hash of breast- 
and-buttocks which the censors want 
‘pruned’, and a scene where three 
beheaded characters are seen to be impal¬ 
ed lor public viewing, which they find 
too gory 

Kapur is out of patience with such 
arbitrary prudery. He is also incensed at 
Parekh’s implication in an interview 
that he is making public lu.ss only to gar¬ 
ner publicity . All through his stay in the 
capital last week, when he and the film's 
distributors met with the President to 
plead their case, he spoke to the media, 
the chattering set, and anyone else 
who'd listen, repeating the same thing. 1 
will not accept the cuts It shows a com¬ 
plete lack of respect foi film-makers 
who arc dedicated to then craft. Steven 
Spielberg's Sming Private Rvan was 
shown without any cuts, because his dis¬ 
tributors had been told that it would 
have to be screened in its entirety or not 
at all. I am asking the same thing for 
Elizabeth 

For Spielberg, India may have been 

I___;__ 
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just another Asian market. For Kapur, 
it’s an emotive issue This is home. It is 
in the teeming chaotic world of Bolly¬ 
wood that he cut his teeth, learnt what it 
was like to deal with ‘.story-sittings, 
actors and egos'. It is to Bombay he com 
es when he needs to put him.self togethei 
again, after the gruelling rigours o1 

Shekhar Kapur \v 
Elizabeth runs into 
trouble with the 
Indian Censor Board 

slKKits in parts abroad, and there's eveiy 
indication that he will be spending more 
and more ol his time out of the country 
with his current projects — a biopic on 
Nelson Mandela and a collaboration 
with composer Andrew Lloyd Webber 
tin a reworking of Phantom Of The 
Opera. 

"1 find it demeaning to be told that 
we've pas.sed most of your film." he told 
SoNii.w. "It’s like being told that we’ve 
cut oil one finger but you have the rest of 
your hand. I've always fought, fought, 
fought for the right lo say things my 
way, and I’m going to stay with it." 


D igging in hi.s heels is something 
that Kapur has always done willi 
relish Right Ironi the tune he lell a lucra 
live caieei m accountancy m the I'K, 
and came back to Bombay to be m 
movies, and graduated lo his Inst direc 
tonal \cnture after some years ol no- 
accounl parts, he has had the reputation 
of 'being difliculi' But that didn’t stop 
his films Iroin becoming hot talking 
points Masoom. all about a man discos e- 
rmg lie has a child from a pres lous rela¬ 
tionship and how his svile and two Icgiti- 
niate children react to the outsidci. was a 
big hit. He discovered dizzying success 
with Mr hitlia. a comic ads enture with 
Sridevi. .Anil Kapoor and a bunch of 
kids pitted against the villainous 
Mogambo 

In between, the director stalled high 
profile projects and walked out ol them, 
one when the film was halfway done, 
others when they were ready lo hit the 
Boors. He became Bollywood's enfant 
terrible. As Mahesh Bhatt. another cele¬ 
brated director who doesn’t pull his pun¬ 
ches. put it at a Delhi do to felicitate *his 
friend Shekhar’, those who try plough¬ 
ing their furrow in Bombay movies. 
MKin have to do it outside. 

With his next. Bandit Queen, Kapur 
did exactly that. His money came from 
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Channel 4, the producers and his cast wood on a prospecting tour and the fee- last week because of her ‘bad back*, but 
from the cream of Delhi’s stage actors lers he sent came back with a thumping co-star Joseph Fiennes who did, was 
— Seema Biswas, Manoj Bajpai, reward, Elizabeth. In a long chat with unstinting in his praise for Kapur. When 
Govind Namdeo — and it was shot on Sunday six months ago, immediately asked by Sunday whether he had reser- 
real locations in the Chambal ravines, after his film opened the International vations about an Indian being let loose 
and bypassed Bombay. It was with Ban- Film Festival in Hyderabad, Kapur had on a slice of English history, he .said, 

<y/f Queen that his brush with the censors said, "It was unbelievable. Here was this "Shekhar’s approach was refreshing 

began; the film was full of invectives, completely Engli.sh story being planned becau.se it was more objective, and he 

brutal killing and multiple rapes, and with an Australian actress [Cate Blan- came closer to the truth through imagina- 

worse, it claimed to be based on a chett], American crew and an Indian tion. As a director, he is collaborative 

true story. director, and the fact that we pulled it and his bigge.st quality is that he listens." 

Kapur stood by everything he had off" As things stand at the moment, Kapur 

done, Tlie language that people u.scd in At that time, many prominent British and his distributors are in for the long 
the area was peppered with abuse, and cntics were venting their ire about an haul. Their appeal against the censor’s 

the only way he could prove that Phoo- ‘outsider’s’ take on their most renowned decision is up for hearing with the Tri- 

Ian Devi, the Chamhal ki Rani, was a queen which dared suggc.st, nay, even bunal; meanwhile, even if the director is 
woman more sinned against than sin- show that she wasn’t a virgin. They dam- vehement about not orchestrating the 

ning, was to show the violence wreaked ned it with taint praise, saying that it was splash ot publicity, Elizabeth has beco- 

upon her. It looked to be a stalemate till colourful and fast-paced, the way Bom- me the fashionable thing to discuss at 

ABCL. the all-lndia distributors, got the bay melodramas were, but that it was high-power cocktail soirees, 
film a passage through the Tribunal, and unauthentic and inaccurate. And it looks as it his attempt at gelt- 



linally the film was screened with some 
cuts. 

Bandit Queen see-sawed through 
Indian theatres weathering a high court 
ordet on the petition filed by Phoolan 
Devi (the film, she said, did not do justi¬ 
ce to her life, and many things in it. inclu¬ 
ding the notorious Behmai massacre, 
never happened). It may have had a chop¬ 
py afterlife in India, but it made 
Kapur's reputation in the international 
film marts, especially when it had the 
hard-to-pleasc critics in Cannes raving. 

T he rc.sponse in foreign festivals 
encouraged Kapur to go off to Holly- 


Kapur threw off this criticism with 
commendable insouciance "1 am not 
saying that I leinvented history I'm just 
trying to give it a new interpretation. 1 in 
trying to discover what this woman was 
really like " So he gives us an Eh/abcth 
before she comes to the throne, and m 
Cate Blanchctt's playing of hci. we have 
a .stunning combination ot an illegitima¬ 
te royal maiden who is dubbed a 'preten¬ 
der'. a vulnerable young woman who is 
generous in love and a ruthless ambiti¬ 
ous queen who has no hesitation in cutt¬ 
ing ofl tho.se heads which would not 
bow lo her. 

Blanchett could not come to Delhi 


As things stand 
now, Kapur and his 
distributors are in 
for the long haul. 
Their appeal 
against the censor's 
decision is up for 
hearing with the 
Tribunal. 

Meanwhile, 
Elizabethh'ds 
become the 
fashionable thing to 
discuss at high-power 
cocktail soirees 

mg a satisfactory script tor Mandela is 
proving tough He was unhappy with the 
first script because it didn’t give him a 
hold on the most famous South African, 
the way his understanding of Indira Gan¬ 
dhi's initial years spent negotiating the 
corridors of power, gave him an insight 
into the youthful Bli/abeth On a talk 
show last weekend, he blurted out that it 
was an incomplete 'white man’s view’, 
and then stopped short saying he had 
better not go on 

Knowing Kapur’s penchant for attrac¬ 
ting trouble by sticking to his stand, we 
know he will. • 

Shubhra Qaitta/Nmw DalM 

___ __ 


SUNDAY 15- 2) Augusl 13,9 






arnage 

certainly 

jflH 1*1 Hn seems to suit 
Kajol. Ever 
since she settl- 
ed down in 
wedded bliss with Ajay Dev- 
gan, she's happily piling on 
the pounds. So now, she 



hatever else 
you may say 
about 

Mohammad 
Azhaniddin 
— and every¬ 
one from Kapil Dev to Bish- 
en SinghBedi has a lot to say 



tar mama 
Babita strikes 
again. Thij 
time the tar- 
get of her 
wrath is Vik- 
ram Phadnis, a dress 
designer. The hapless Vik- 
ram was taken along to a 
Switzerland shoot by Babita 
so that he could get Karee- 
na’s wardrobe together. But 
when this Good Samaritan 
decided to help the other 
heniine of the film, Bipasha 
Basu, with her clothes, all 
hell broke loose. 

Vikram was sent back 
home on the next flight by an 


looks like nothing more than 
the contented housewife that 
she is. 

Docs this mean that we 
can rule out all hopes of a 
Kajol comeback? Or is she 
planning to play hhabi and 
mother roles dunng her 
second innings? 


alwut him — you have to 
admit that his heart is in the 
right place. 

So unlike most other cele¬ 
brities, and such filmstars as 
Shah Rukh Khan whose 
purse strings remained tight¬ 
ly in place, Azhar made a 
more than generous personal 
(and that’s the key word: per¬ 
sonal) contribution to the 
Kargil fund. The fonner Indi¬ 
an skipper handed over a 
cheque worth Rs 5 lakh to 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee at the latter’s 
residence. 

Given that Azhar’s perso¬ 
nal wealth is only a fraction 
of the fortunes stashed away 
by either Shah Rukh or even 
Govinda, you have to admire 
Azhar’s generosity. Perhaps 
our faux heroes could learn a 
lesson from this. Or is that 
hoping for too much? 


ipasha Basu is 
turning out to 
be the new 
femme fatale 
of the film 
industry — 
or no Dmo 




Dino Morea 
Morea. 



incensed Babita and poor lit¬ 
tle Kareena had to manage 
her clothes herself — with 
some help from Ma Babs, of 
course. 


First, It was Salman Khan 
who tried to get his way with 
hei dunng the shooting of a 
cola commercial, only to be 
rebuffed by the Bengali 
babe. And now rumour has it 
that Akshay Kiniai is com¬ 
pletely smitten with her. The 
two got rather close while 
shixitmg for a movie in the 
romantic locale of the Swi.ss 
Alps — dose enough to get 
Akshay’s girifnend Shilpa 
Shetty, all worked up. 

But seriously, what did 
Shilpa expect’ That Akshay 
would change the habits oi a 
lifetime just because he was 
going out with her? Surely, 
even she couldn’t be so 
naive' • 
















For all in-service Special Teachers/ 
Rehabilitation Workers, working in 
the field of disability prior to 1993 

who have no formal training. They can now undergo NATTONAI- BRIDCiK CIOLTRSE 
TRAINING PROGRAMME in the area of specific disability for one month at the 
cost of Rehabilitation Cx)uncil of India. The Programme proxades Rs. lOOO '- stipend 
per person for undergoing the Bridge CAursc besides odicr travel reiml'urscmenr. This 
course will update tlicir professional bioxs'ledge and make them eligible for cernficarion 
and recognition by the RCI as REHM^lIvITATK )N PERSONNEL as per rules under 
the RGI Act, 1992. 

RCI has presently expanded its base to open more training centres in each state to 
provide further thrust to this training programme. 


Thousands of Rehabilitation workers have 
already been benefitted by this course till date. 

The National Bridge Course is an on*going programme. 

For fitrther information, contact the recognised Training Centres of your state. 


BjCI 

- 


Dr. Thakur V. Hari Prasad 

Chairman 



Rehabilitation Council of India 

(A Statut'- y Body Under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment) 
Bharat Scouts & Guides Building 16 M.G. Marg, 

I.P. Estate. Navy Dolhi-110 002 






Dilip Kumar hits the 
campaign trail for the 
Congress in UP 


D ilip Kumar, doyen of the 
Indian film industry, is 
using his charisma to woo 
Muslims back to the Con¬ 
gress fold. The thespian 
kicked off the party’s election campaign 
at Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, which sends 
a.s many as 85 members to Parliament. 
And sure enough, his presence did help 
the party to make some headway when 
he addressed a successful rally at a 
sprawling open-air auditorium in the 
walled city on 5 August. 

That the Congress was desperate to 
win back the Muslims was visible from 
the day Sonia Gandhi took over its reins 
and made it a point to tender a public apo¬ 
logy for the "passive role" the party was 
accused of playing in the demolition of 
the Babn Masjid. Her next move was to 
appoint Salman Khur.shid, a former 
external affairs minister, as the UP Con¬ 
gress chief. 

Sure enough, the party is alive to the 
reality that there were about 22 Lok 
Sabha constituencies where a substanti¬ 
al 20-30 per cent Muslim vote could tilt 
the balance in favour of any party. Besi¬ 
des, there were some 13 constituencies 
where the Muslims stood between 15 
and 18 per cent. 

Khurshid pain.stakingly scanned the 
length and breadth of the vast state to re¬ 
establish a one-to-one rapport with tlie 
masses. But still there was need for 
someone to rekindle the lost feeling in 
them for the party which, with the active 
support of the minorities, had ruled the 
nation for four decades. 

So, Dilip Kumar came in handy espe¬ 
cially at a juncture when the popularity 
of self-proclaimed Muslim messiah and 
Siunajwadi Party chief, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, was going down with the largci 
section of the community. 

Of late, a visibly jittery Mulayam has 
been proclaiming, "No one can take 
away the Muslim votes from the Samaj- 
wadi Party." He also makes it a point to 
remind the minonty community about 
the "dubious role of the Congress party 
in abetting the demolition of the Babri 
Masjid". He recalls how he had ordered 
firing on the violent lutr sevaks who had 
stormed the mosque earlier in 1990. 
While Mulayam's desperation to 


Star attra 



The Congress is "the only party with a concrete 
plan and the will to provide water to your fields, 
to ensure food to hungry stomachs and the 
sincerity to take the nation ahead," said Dilip 

Kumar 


retain the minority support was quite 
apparent, Dilip Kumar walked in to 
throw a .spannci in his works. And to 
make matters worse for the SP supremo, 
the superstar publicly flayed him for fall¬ 
ing into the trap of "fascists, who will 
not take him anywhere". 


I n fact. It was at the very out.set of his 
speech that he was confronted by 
someone in the audience with a query, 
"You were close to Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, now you have distanced your 
self." Dilip Kumar made no bone about 
reading out the slip of paper that w as pas- 
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sed to him from below the dais. 

He promptly went on to narrate the 
series of events, beginning with the 
Bombay riots of 1992-93 that led him to 
extend support to the SP leader. "Follow¬ 
ing the Bombay riots, several pjrominent 
political leaders from different parts of 
tire country telephoned me; Mulayam 
was among the first few followed by 
Laloo Prasad Yadav and Jyoti Basu 
Saheb, who expressed concein over the 
developments.” 

He went on, "But even though all of 
them showed equal concern and talked 
of a common objective—to uphold and 
restrengthen the institutions of 
democracy and secularism — they 
spoke different languages; therefore I 
urged each one of them including 
Mulayam to first come on a common 
fwtmg." 

Even though the cine star finds the 
idea of a "Muslim vote".oi a "Hindu 
vote" "repulsive", he was repeatedly 
referred to as Yusuf Khan, his real name, 
by the organisers of the rally. That his 
mass appeal would cut across commu¬ 
nal lines is no secret, still some enthusias¬ 
tic partymen chose to display their 
naivete b)' raising slogans of "Yusuf 
Khun :indahad" 

Dilip Kumar’s message was clear. 
"Do not w'aste your vote and vote for the 
Congress." Describing the Congress as 
"the only party with a concrete plan and 
the will to provide water to your fields, 
to ensure food to hungry stomachs and 
the sincerity to take the nation ahead". 

As if to make him.self doubly sure, he 
called out to the audience to raise their 
hands if they really stood to support the 
Congress, to which the response was 
spontaneous. The crowds also respond¬ 
ed overwhelmingly when he asked them 
whether they would vote for the 
Congress. 

In his emotionally charged speech, 
Dilip Kumar flayed the B JP though with¬ 
out touching any specific areas. 
However, he termed the Kalyan Singh 
regime as a "jangal ka rajya". He quip¬ 
ped, "When criminals (Kcupy positions 
of power, how can you expect people to 
get ju.stice from them?" And in the same 
vein he asked, "Does this look like the 
land of Gandhi and Nehru?" 


He did not mince words in making a 
dig at Sharad Pawar for betraying Sonia. 
"It was these very leaders who had plead¬ 
ed before her with folded hands that she 
must come forward to give the Congress 
a new lease of life. Responding to their 
request, that woman decided to give up 
her seclusion and get down to the task of 
reviving the Congress," he said. 

"However, it was regrettable that 
once the Congress was back on its feet 
and no sooner than these leaders too 
gathered the strength to stand up, they 
got down to finding all kinds of faults 
with her," he lamented. 

It was under such circumstances, he 


Mulayam SInpli Yadav: vWbly Jlttary 

explained, that he had come forward to 
offer his services for the Congress's revi¬ 
val. "It was the new leadership with a 
modem and progressive approach that 
inspired me to do my bit for the parly 
with which my association dates back to 
1956," he recalled. 

D ilip Kumar has come and gone. He 
has also held parleys with a cross- 
section of Muslims, urging them to do 
away with their antipathy towards the 
Congress and give its "new and youthful 
leadership" a chance to prove itself as 
"truly secular and democratic". 

While the disillusionment of 
Muslims with Mulayam has been grow¬ 
ing over the past one year, they continu¬ 
ed to rally behind him simply becau.se 
they had no choice. And Mulayam, 
knowing that full well, rarely bothered 


to give them anything other than 
lip-service. 

The arrival of Salman Khurshid foU 
lowed by a star campaigner of the stature 
of Dilip Kumar is tound to give the SP 
leader some sleepless nights. But what 
remains to be seen is the Congress’s skill 
to capitalise on its new-found assets. If 
Dilip Kumar’s r^ly in Lucknow could 
be any indication, local Congressmen 
surely failed to make hay out of his 
pre.sence. 

Even as the partymen plead that the 
two days’ notice was "too short" to mobi¬ 
lise large crowds for the rally, there was 
ample evidence to suggest that total abs¬ 


ence of the !ea.st effort to inform 
Lucknowites about the rally. "Had the 
local partymen gone around announcing 
over the microphone in the lanes and by¬ 
lanes, the venue would have been pack¬ 
ed to capacity," remarked Khwaja Mohd 
Raiq, a senior citizen and advocate. Said 
Dhiraj, another local resident, "Even we 
.did not know that Dilip Kumar was 
going to address a public meeting here." 

While Khurshid remained busy atten¬ 
ding to his obligations as the state party 
chief, the other Congress functionaries 
seemed more keen on getting snapped 
with the thespian, rather than in ensuring 
a better public response. Quipped a 
bystander, "If Mulayam had someone 
like Dilip Kumar’s stature to campaign 
for his party, he would have mobilised a 
lakh of people." • 
ShmrntPn Mia a/Luekaow 
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The Booker-winning 
author has helped 
internationalise the 
Narmada Bachao 
Andolan 


A rc lights, flash guns, hordes 
of reporters milling around 
and swarming crowds — 
Arundhati Roy has grown 
accustomed to it all since' 
the day she won the Booker Prize in 
1997. Even so, she looked slightly nerv¬ 
ous on 31 July as she boarded the tram at 
Indore. Roy was on her way to the Nar¬ 
mada valley to kick off the ‘Rally for the 
Valley’ — the just-concluded segment, 
of the free Narmada campaign organis¬ 
ed by the Narmada Bachao Andolan 
(NBA). 

During her five-day visit to the Nar¬ 
mada valley. Roy got acquainted with 
the ground realities of the place, shared 
the anxieties of those about to be dispos¬ 
sessed and gave the NBA activists a tre¬ 
mendous boost. "She has electrified the 
movement," says Alok Agarwal, an 
NBA leader who is an IIT graduate from 
Kanpur. Besides, Roy has succeeded in 
internationalising the movement in a big 
way — something Medha Patkar and 
Baba Amtc could not do in their 14 years 
of struggle against the Sardar Sarovar 
Project. 

"Shame, shame don’t play the big 
dam game." reads a placard in a San Fran¬ 
cisco protest organised by International 
Rivers Network. It’s a gesture of solida¬ 
rity with the NBA. There are reports of 
anti-dam demonstrations in Washington 
and elsewhere in America, Canada and 
Japan. Nobel-laureate economist 
Amartya Sen has invited Roy to deliver 
a speech in London. 

Before leaving for-the Narmada val¬ 
ley, Roy told Sunday, '’|Now] there will 
be more ambassadors of the valley." But 
a large section of the motley crowd — 
representatives of NGOs, students, 
stage artistes, members of the national 
and international media — which fol¬ 
lowed her seemed to lack a clear idea of 
what they were fighting against. Dilip 
Mirchandani, formerly an environment 
engineer in the US who now runs a 
school in Bombay, joined the rally 
because he was inspir^ by The Greater 
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"[Now] there will be more ambassadors of the valley," 
said Roy, before leaving for Narmada. But a large 
section of the motley crowd that followed her seemed 
to lack a clear idea of what they were fighting against 
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round Roy 



Roy has 
succeeded in 
focussing 
international 
attention on the 
movement in a 
big way 
something 
Medha Patkar 
and Baba Amte 
could not do in 
their 14 years of 
struggle against 
the Sardar 
Sarovar Project 


Common Good —Roy’s treatise on the 
evils that dams bring in their wake. "It 
looks like more than an environmental ‘ 
issue...” said Mirchandani. 

For the benefit of the uninitiated, 
there was a quick crash course conduct-. 
ed in Kastuihagram, Indore before the 
party left for the site in five air- 
conditioned buses. An NBA activist was 
reading out basic information about the 
Sardar Sarovar Project—the number of 
dams to be built on the river, the number 
of tributaries etc. Even as the lecture was 
on, a bearded youth with unkempt hair 
began abusing Roy. The NBA activists 
had a tough time controlling him. 

And then, there was the condom con¬ 
troversy. An English daily in Indore had 
carried a story saying that the NBA activ¬ 
ists used condoms while they were in 
jail last year in Maheshwar. The story 
quoted the district administration. When 
the rally reached Maheshwar — the 
place where the first-ever private hydel 
power project in India is underway 
(which the NBA activists are also pro¬ 
testing against) — the collector and the 
SDM were gheraoed. Some activists 
wanted to throw them into the Narmada 
river. Some activists contend that the 
condom story was planted by the S. 
Kumars, the business house which is fun¬ 
ding the Maheshwar hydel power 
project. 

T he high points of the rally were Roy’s 
meetings with Baba Amte and 
Medha Pa^ar who is camping at Jalsin- 
dhi, the first village in Madhya Pradesh 
to be submerged under the waters of the 
Sardar Sarovar Dam. 

Baba was ecstatic to see Roy. Lying 
under a banyan tree in his ashram on the 
bank of Narmada, Baba said," Saraswati 
has come to Narmada." The jeans-clad 
Roy sat down on the floor with folded 
hands to listen to the aged activist who 
had only praise for the celebrity who had 
joined forces with him. "My daughter 
has stirred the conscience of the people,” 
he beamed in delight and appreciation. 
Everywhere that the rally went — 


Pathwad, Mandeleshwar. Kasrawad. 
Anjad, Nisarpur, Kakarana — Roy was 
feted like a princess by the locals. Large 
number of iribals gathered around, 
showering her with petals in the traditio¬ 
nal way. She spoke a few words in Hindi 
to them, the little that she could manage. 
"Why should the dam be constructed?" 
she asked. "The fight against the dam 
would continue." The crowd cheered 
and hung upon every word that she 
spoke. 

The NB A’s plans to take Roy to Jalsin- 
dhi by a motorboat was thwarted by the 
administration which did not want her to 
cross the swelling river. It would be 
dangerous to travel upstream all the way 
with the river in full .spate, they said. 
When the rally reached the Aakaia vil¬ 
lage, the collector and the superinten¬ 
dent of police were present. They advis¬ 
ed the NBA activists to lake a different 
route and give up the idea of travelling 
by boat. So Roy was taken to Jalsindhi 
by a shorter route. 

At Jalsindhi, Medha Patkar with 
representatives of the Bhil and Bhalala 
tribes, received her with a warm welco¬ 


me. "After 14 years of struggle, another 
force has joined us," said the soft- 
spoken Medha. "Anindhati has brought 
us upper class support." 

Amidst cries of "Narmadamaiya kohin 
chhc' Hamri chhe, hamri chhe... (Who 
does Narmada belong to'> It belongs to 
us)," Arundhali uttered a few .sentences 
and then made way for Patkar who can 
speak the local dialects fluently. 

When Sunday asked Roy in Indore 
how long would .she like to continue wor¬ 
king on the i.ssue, Roy .said, "1 don’t 
know. I really don’t know for how long. 
Whatever I could do I have already 
done, financially, through this rally..." 
while admitting that much still remains 
to be done. 

Indeed, there’s need fora more focuss¬ 
ed attention — on the Sardar Sarovar 
Project and other ecological disasters 
waiting to happen. And who better than 
an internationally-known author- 
activist like Anindhati Roy to motivate 
people, mobilise public opinion and 
make things happen? • 
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‘Big dams cannot 
solve problems’ 

Union environment minister Suresh Prabhu speaks out against the 

Narmada project 


INTSmneWKOBYBMNJAYKAMHM/NeWDOJII 


T here is something abcjut the personality of the 
Union minister of environment and forests. Sur¬ 
esh Prabhakar Prabhu, that defies every conceiva¬ 
ble stereotype. His demeanour is unlike that of a 
politician, especially of the Shiv Sainik variety. 
Prabhu, if anything, looks like a computer nerd in search of 
a floppy titled ‘politics’. 

In his views, too, the environment minister is ‘diffe¬ 
rent’, A chartered accountant by training, he is not driven 
by financial bottom lines. He does not articulate the views 
of the e.stablishment that has, over the years, spon.sored 
environmental degradation in the name of undefined deve¬ 
lopment. He is a green minister who knows that the next 
millennium is for people like him. 

Prabhu stumps you when he sees merit in Booker 
Award-winner Arundhati Roy’s ‘Rally for the valley’ to 
save the Narmada valley. Unsure of whether an environ¬ 
ment impact study had been conducted on Narraadasagar 
in the past, Prabhu feels that rehabilitation work for 
oustees has been ‘abysmal'. 

He forcefully pleads for redefining ‘development’ and 
changing its existing paradigms. Prabhu is against big 
dams. He hopes that all alternatives would be explored 
before any big dam is conceived in the future. 

Prabhu has fine-tuned an alternative development plan 
for the north-east and the Western Ghats—two hot spots 
of biodiversity. Here, he wants the state governments to 
take up a massive programme of bamboo cultivation that 
can provide employment to entire village communities. If 
it has done wonders in China, Prabhu asserts, why can’t it 
happen in India? 

It is in politics that Prabhu conforms to stereotype. He is 
respectful towards his supremo Bal Thackeray and aggres¬ 
sively claims that he has been ‘unjustly’ disenfranchised 
by the President. 

Prabhu is articulate, sincere and confident. He is contest¬ 
ing from the Rajapur parliamentary constituency in Maha¬ 
rashtra from where he hopes to return with a ‘huge mar¬ 
gin’ . "The situation on the ground is in my favour." claims 
Prabhu after his recent visit to his constituency. Extracts 
from the interview: 


On the Narmaila project 

For years, big dams were seen as panacea for all develop¬ 
ment needs. Due to this no other alternatives were explo¬ 
red. I do not believe that big dams can solve problems the 
way they had been projected in the past. 

The impact on human beings and environment was not 
studied properly when these projects were cleared. When 
disproportionate amount of water is stored in a land mass 
that is not equipped to take that burden, then eruptions like 
earthquakes could take place. 

However, my worry and that of the department is rehabi¬ 
litation of those who have had to leave their traditional 
land. We sent a team to these areas seven months back and 
found that rehabilitation was not up to the desired level. 1 
even wrote to the state governments and told them that 
they had not been able to fulfil their obligations towards 
people uprooted from villages that would be inundated by 
the Narmada waters. But you know how things work. 

One of the steps that 1 have taken to ensure that those 
behind mega projects give primacy to rehabilitation is that 
I have asked them to submit bank guarantees for it. If the 
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"I wrote to the 
state 

governments 
that they had 
not been able to 
fulfil their 
obligations 
towards people 
uprooted from 
villages that 
would be 
inundated by 
the Narmada 
waters. But you 
know how 
things work” 


rehabilitation is not up to the mark then we would encash 
the bank guarantees. 

But we want to be more careful about such projects in 
the future We need to use the experience from tiie Nar¬ 
mada valley project and ensure that we do not repeat the 
same mi.stakes. 

What needs to be recognised is that the harm caused to 
the environment by such projects is a lot more than the 
benefits. Most of the cost-benefit analysis is wrong as they 
are calculated from a historical standpoint and do not take 
into account the opportunity costs that may reveal them 
selves in the future. 

On Arundhati Roy and the 'Rally for the 
valley’ 

Arundhati is a sincere and articulate activist against the 
Narmada dam. I respect her views. She cannot be bmshed 
aside as an elitist urban reaction. We need to use her views 
as input for the future. 

On the need to redefine development 

For the first time my ministry has come out with a state of 
the environment report. My endeavour has been to search 
for new alternatives and paradigms of development so that 
we do not allow depletion of natural resources. We should 


also see that the cures that we envisage for preserving the 
environment do not end up as diseases themselves. 

We need to have a re-look at all those symbols of moder¬ 
nisation that have not been questioned at all. Roads, for 
example, have been a cause for environmental disasters In 
the hilly region they have been a cause for major landsli¬ 
des Why do we need roads m the higher reaches of the 
Himalayas'’ 

In my Rajapur constituency there were areas that did not 
have roads The people of this part were well-fed and heal¬ 
thy First, a road was constructed and later we built a health 
centre Now we find that the people there are no longer as 
healthy as they were earlier. 

In the coming days we need to take a hard look at even 
the power plants. In 50 years time with existing technolo¬ 
gy we would need 50 per cent of the national land mass to 
store the fly ash coming from power plants. If we do not 
start now then we would be sitting atop an environmental 
disaster. 

Development of the north-east 

W'e need to recognise that we cannot have the same model 
of development for north-east as for other parts of the 
country. After all, the north-east and Western Ghats are the 
two hot spots of biodiversity that cannot be sacrificed on 
the altar of mindless industrialisation. Having said that, we 
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also need to remember that the people living in this area 
need fruitful employment. Surely they cannot be made to 
pay a heavy price for maintaining ecological balance. 

After considerable hard work and field studies we have 
realised that bamboo cultivation has the potential to trans¬ 
form the lives of the people of this region without disturb¬ 
ing the ecology. China is exporting Rs 40.00()-crore worth 
of bamboo products. There is no reason why we cannot 
generate similar kind of returns. India’s potential is a lot 
more. 
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In north-east there are only one crorc people whose per 
capita income can go up if the bamboo cultivation program¬ 
me is taken up in the right earnest. The g(Mjd thing about 
bamboo is that it involves the entire village community 
from farmers to artisans. It is not limiting as refinery that 
only gives employment to one member of the family and 
that too, if he is trained. 

In ca.se of bamboo, only native skills are required. Ano¬ 
ther advantage of a bamboo-based economy is that people 
get clean water and air, which end up being a casualty 
when refineries are set up. It would also help in stopping 
insurgency and rural-urban migration. 

We are trying to teach the people how value could be 
added to the bamboo. According to our findings, 150 diffe¬ 
rent prtxlucts can be made out of it that we have a ready mar¬ 
ket for. In Mizoram we are starting a pilot project. Mizo¬ 
ram chief minister Zoramthanga has resolved to make his 
state the richest through bamboo cultivation. The program¬ 
me envisages providing marketing oppcrrtunities to 
bamboo-based products. Star trading houses, too, have pro¬ 
mised to push bamboo products abroad. 

We have started a bambw) cell in the ministry. Funds 
are coming from World Bank, UNIDO and other agencie.s. 

Environmental clearance to industries 

We have clearly laid down the policy for environmental 
clearance. Our philosophy is that you can only put up a pro¬ 
ject if you minimise the environment loss. And if you think 


there might be some loss to the environment then you have 
to pay for it. 

We have asked the mdustnalisis and enireprcneui s to 
pay one per cent of the project cost to the Envnonmciil 
Fund. Our philosophy is that wc would not wait for them to 
pollute the environment and then make them pay Wc 
would take the money first. 

To reduce possibilities of coiruplion in environmental 
clearance, I have made decision making extremely transpa¬ 
rent. We have put all the proposals on the net. If anyone has 
any objections, they are recorded. It is a continuous public 
hearing that goes on through the net. This has reduced the 
element of discretion, loo, that normally obtains in govern¬ 
ment departments. 

I have also insisted that they should go in for zero- 
emission technology. All diesel-manufacturing units 
should go towards reducing the sulphurcontent from 0.25 
to 0.05. 

Wc are slowly trying to introduce systemic changes. 

The problem of Van Guijars and 
exploitation by forest guards 

We have to agree on one thing, that four-and-a-half per 
cent of the national mass has to be reserved for forests that 
IS free from the presence of human beings. 

The reason why I am insisting on this is that pre.senci of 
human beings in these areas threatens the survival of tiger 
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Arundhati is a sincere and 
articulate activist against the 
Narmada dam. 1 respect her views 
She cannot be brushed aside as an 
elitist urban reaction. We need to 
use her views as input for the 


that IS at the apex of the food chain. If tiger becomes 
extinct then it would c ause problems for human beings, too 
People talk of a symbiotic relationship between tnbals 
and forests, but we are not willing to pay a heavy price for 
such romantic notions. Depletion of forest is a major natio¬ 
nal concern and we cannot compromise with anything that 
threatens it. 

1 understand V an Gujjars present a problem but we need 
a creative solution to it. Why not create man-managed fore¬ 
sts that are over and above the extsting forest cover where 
such indigenous people can stay and eke out a living. This 
is the first time I am articulating such a solution. 

Forest fires 

Forest fires are both natural and man-made. Last year in 


the UP hills, a long summer and paucity of rain was respon¬ 
sible for the fires. But increasingly fires are becoming a 
norm as the people living in these areas feel alienated with 
their immediate environment. 

Eiarlicr, when they were staying in the forests then they 
would douse any flames that they would see lest it con¬ 
sumes their houses. Now most of the people feel pre.serv- 
ing the forests is the responsibility of the forest guards. 

1 found out that the loss we incur due to forest fires is 
many times more than the money that we need to control it. 
Fire-fighting equipment is primitive. The money that has 
been allocated for it is a scandal. It has just been Rs 2 crore 
every year. Planning Commission refuses to give more. 
Due to my efforts wc spent Rs 17 crore in fighting fires last 
year. 1 agree with you that we need to work harder on this 
front. 

Disenfranchisement of Balasaheb 
Thackeray 

Disenfranchising a person is the most retrograde step. In a 
democracy such a thing is unacceptable. Ironically, all 
those people who were opposing the move of the Pakistani 
government to disenfranchi.se journalist Najam Sethi are 



Bal Thackeny: "BalMahab dU not incita communal 
passions’ 

applauding President's move against Balasaheb. 

In a multi-party democracy, we need to respect different 
viewpoints. The best way to find out if a particular view is 
acceptable to the masses is to raise it during the elections. 
Why is it all right to talk about it in the columns of the new- 
■spapers and not during the elections'? There arc some of the 
questions that we need to answer. Balasaheb did not incite 
communal passions and his remarks were used out of 
context. 

The relationship between Shiv Sena, 
BJP and Pawar 

Between SS-BJP the relation.ship is good and enduring. 
Ours ts a natural marriage. I do not think that BJP has anyth¬ 
ing to do with Pawar. BJP has denied it and we have no rea¬ 
son to distrust them. • 
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TRIBUTE 



O n 13 July, 1999, a day after 
he suffered a mild stroke, 
Nirad C. Chaudhun put 
pen to paper for the last 
time in his 101 years. "1 am 
better," he wrote and then scrawled seve¬ 
ral times—"Gregorian Chants". 

He had probably wanted to listen to 
the music but nobody in the house at the 
time could read the scrawl and it lay by 
his bedside. His son Prithvi who reached 
from Calcutta after his father's death on 
6 August, deciphered the writing. Grego¬ 
rian Chants were played at the funeral as 
Chaudhuri’s coffin was consigned to the 
flames. 

As in life, Nirad Chaudhuri wanted 
things to be done his way even after his 
death. The man who had walked the 
streets of Oxford always impeccably 
dressed in his tweed jacket, hat and walk¬ 
ing stick, wanted to make his last joui- 
ney through the same streets in his white 
dhoti and punjabi, wearing the two gold 
buttons his wife gave him on their wedd¬ 
ing day, nearly 67 years ago. Ever since 
her death in Septembci 1994, he had 
been longing to join her at the Oxford 
Crematorium but had resigned himself 
to the fact that the business of death was 
not in his hands. 

"There is only one thing certain in 
life, and that is death. There is only one 
thing uncertain, and that is when it will 
come," he u.sed to say. In numerous inter¬ 
views with Si'NiiAY, over a space of 
ten years, he had said he was a classic- 
case of the ‘survival of the unfittesf. 

Over the last one and half years, Nirad 
Chaudhuri had become intensely lonely. 
His frail body grew weak and he was 
wheel-chair bound for the first time in 



Photograplw and MsortMl nMmoraMlia on display 


52 


SUNDAY tf>- .21 Augu* IMS 








his life. Fot a man who was like a tightly- 
coiled spring of energy — prancing 
around the house, choosing his books 
and music, cooking his own meals and 
doing his own shopping—the confine¬ 
ment became a torture. The mind was 
actively racing on, but the body would¬ 
n't allow the flow. It depressed him. 
After his wife's death, Chaudhuri had 
moved out of their bedroom to the living 
room downstairs. Surrounded by his 
books and music, it’s there he breathed 
his last. 

T owards the end his desire to speak in 
Bengali and listening to Rabindra 
Sangeet intensified. On his lOlsl birth¬ 
day he had sung Ami Chini Go Chini... 
(a Rabindra Sangeet) in a small gather¬ 
ing of friends. He would also talk a lot 

■I ^ 

I 


about his biitiiplace in Kishoregani 
(now in Bangladesh). "He even started 
talking to me in Bmgal [a dialect of East 
Bengal]," said his son Prithvi. 

Perhaps it was this attachment to his 
home country in Bangladesh that stirred 
his Bangladeshi admirers like Mohamm¬ 
ed Moin-ul Islam who came all the way 
from Ottawa to attend his funeral. "I am 
a blind admirer. 1 had gone to Kishore- 
ganj recently just to visit the place where 
Nirad C. Chwdhuri was bom," he said, 
"lhad to come to pay my last respects." 

Martin Gwynne who had sought the 
100-year-old Chaudhuri out on a trip to 
London, was so enamoured by the 
writer that he came to Oxford to pay his 
last respects as well. "I found in him the 
complete English gentleman, a species 
that no longer exists." says Gwynne. 


" And it was intriguing to find that it was 
an Indian who had all the qualities of an 
elegant Englishman from a Victorian 
age." 

Hugo Brunner of Oxford University 
Press remembered how Chaudhuri, at 
his 100th birthday celebrations, had 
managed to correct Hugo’s pronouncia- 
tion of a Latin word from the (Jueen’s 
telegram. 

"I am a Bengali and an Englishman," 
Chaudhuri would say. "1 have tried to 
combine two cultures: the Bengali 
bhadralok and the English gentleman, 
and 1 think I have succeeded." 

On 2 August, 1997, just before his 
100th birthday, the vice-chancellor of 
Visva Bharati University travelled to 
London to confer on Chaudhuri the 
University’s highest award — the 


SHRASANIBASU 



The man who had walked 
the streets of Oxford, 
always impeccably 
dres^ in English 
clothes, wanted to make 
his iast journey through 
the same streets in his 
white dhoti and puitfabi 
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Desikottama. Chaudhuri received the 
honour wearing his 6i\ot\-punjabi and 
shawl and the DLitt robes conferred on 
him by Oxford University. Round his 
neck was the CBE medal given by the 
Queen. It was as if a hundred years of the 
subcontinent’s history was epitomised 
in a little man who had only one com- 


fnmds were read out to the strains of 
Rabindra Sangeet and Mozart. Chaudhu- 
ri’s Lathbury, Road residrace had been 
converted into a museum of sorts with 
assorted memorabilia on display — 
hats, walking sticks, his favourite Savil- 
le Row suit which he spent a fortune on 
when he could ill-afford it, his favourite 


Whenever he talked of his 
own death, I would ask 
him to wait till the next 
millennium and be one of 
the few people to have 
lived in three centuries. 
But all he wanted was to 
join his wife t^^ttingto 
the Oxford Crematorium 
on the fast track 


ment to make by way of an acceptance 
speech: “When 1 write in English I am 
not writing as an Indian or an English¬ 
man. I am just a writer. Writers know no 
nationality." 

A t his funeral, tributes from the Presi¬ 
dent of India, his publishers and 


gold-bound edition of The Autobiogra¬ 
phy of an Unknown Indian, his CBE 
m^al, the Queen's citation, photo¬ 
graphs of Amiya Chaudhuri and him in 
Oxford, his favourite photograph of 
Amiya holding up baby Dhruva (their 
first-bom) and another one of her feed¬ 
ing the ducks. 

Among Chaudhuri’s treasured pos.ses- 
sions was a bottle of vintage port, dating 
back to 1871, which he never had the 
heart to open. His son Prithvi—who has 
inherited his vast fortune of rare and anti¬ 
que books and paintings — has decided 
to open the bottle and drink in the 
honour of his father. 

Whenever he talked of his own death, 
1 would a.sk him to wait a little longer, so 
he could see the millennium and be one 
of the few people in the world to have liv¬ 
ed in three centuries. He, of course, 
would dismiss it, saying he did not want 
any more records. All he wanted was to 
join his wife by getting to the Oxford 
Crematorium on the fast track. 

He made it there all right, just the way 
he had wanted to. With his exit the 
curtains close on a hundred years of bril¬ 
liance, as also on the final chapter of a 
book perfectly scripted by Nirad C. 
Chaudhuri. • 
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Take heart 


A new technique of cardiac surgery is introduced in eastern India 


B .M. Birla Heart Research Centre, 
a super-speciality hospital in Cal¬ 
cutta, has notched up an impres¬ 
sive feat. Last week, the hospital announ¬ 
ced that it has developed facilities for 
"minimally invasive heart surgery on 
adults, children and even new-born 
babies". While the technique is not new. 
It was the first time that such a facility 
was available in eastern India. 

Minimally invasive heart surgery is 
now the buzzword across the world in 
u-eating complex heart ailments. The 
idea is to perform the operation on a beat¬ 
ing heart. Till now, bypass grafting and 
open heart surgeries were performed 
after stopping the heart. There were 
certain problems associated with this. 

When the heart of a patient was slopp¬ 
ed by surgeons during an operation, cir¬ 
culation was carried out using heart- 
lung machines, oxygenator and other 
complicated hardware. In doing .so, a 
number of factors in a patient’s blotxl 
were altered and even destroyed. To get 
over this problem, large quantities of 
blood had to be supplied from outside. 

Moreover, conventional bypass and 
open-heart surgeries required long inci¬ 
sions on the chest and other parts of the 
body from where grafts were harvested 
for use as bypass. As a result, patients 
took a long time to recuperate. During 
the post-operative period, patients had 
to be ventilated for a long time because 
in conventional surgery, the chest 
bones were cut to gain access to the 
heart, making breathing difficult once 
patients revived. 

All these can now be avoided in a 
minimally invasive .surgery. But in 
order to do so, the surgeons will have to 
operate on a beating heart. Two factors 
become crucial while operating on a bea¬ 
ting heart. First and foremost is the skill 
of the surgeon. The second factor is an 
instrument called the stabilising device. 
Usually, it is a clamp-like instrument, 
which, when fitted to a specific portion 
of a beating heart, keeps that portion 
absolutely still so that the surgeon can 
work on it. 

Stabilising devices now in use the 
world over are single-use disposable 
equipment. ItisherethatOr AjayKaul 


— who is leading the BMBHRC 
‘minimally-invasive’ team along with 
Dr P.K. Mittal — has made a break¬ 
through. Kaul, along with his friend, has 
designed a metal stabilising device 
which can be used over and over again. 
Using this device, JCaul has performed a 
number of minimally invasive heart ope¬ 


rations with 1(K) per cent success rate. 
They have applied for an Indian patent 
of the re-usable stabilising device. 

A number of bypass and open-heart 
operations have been performed at 
BMBHRC using the minimally- 
invasive technique. Multi-vessel bypass 
grafting has been done on a young girl 
from Mizoram. An emergency opera¬ 
tion was performed on 24 July on a ten- 
day-old baby by Dr Mittal, using the 
minimally invasive technique. The baby 
has recovered completely. 

There arc a number of advantages that 
the minimally invasive technique offers. 
By excluding the use of heart-lung 
machines and other hardware used in 
perfusion, it reduces a number of post¬ 
operative risks. Minimally invasive tech¬ 
nique also involves a smdl incision, the¬ 
reby reducing the recuperation time and, 


what in medical parlance is known as, 
‘morbidity’ in patients. AH these mean 
less number of days .spent in the hospi¬ 
tal, hence less cost. 

Initial cost estimates of minimally- 
invasive technique are clo.se to Rs 1 
lakh. BMBHRC has an on-going packa¬ 
ge whereby children are treated at a con¬ 


cessional rate. At tunes, the doctors 
have to abandon the minimally invasive 
technique in favour of the conventional 
procedure. And in order to do so, the 
requisite hardware, like the heart-lung 
machine, has to be kept on stand by 
when doctors arc attempting a tninimal- 
ly invasive technique. 

But how reliable is the new method? 
"Some doctors were sceptical about its 
efficacy. We have done endoscopic and 
other studies to establish that the proce¬ 
dure is equally reliable." pointed out 
Kaul. 

The financial benefits ol minimally 
invasive cardiac surgery are obvious. 
The medical benefits will be established 
firmly as more and more patients opt for 
this technique. • 
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V. QANQADHAR 


The quinny 



Sexual moralityy 
Elizabeth, the Indian 
Censor Board and 
The Times of India 


Some decades back 
when I first landed in 
Bombay and then 
Gujarat, 1 found some¬ 
thing common. Par¬ 
ents and teachers all 
over urged their sons 
and daughters to read the edit pages of 
The Times of India to improve their 
English. I don'tknow if the formula wor¬ 
ked or not. I found the edit pages of TOI 
quite interesting. Mr Sham Lai, who was 
then the editor of the paper often wonde¬ 
red ‘where do we go from here’ and quo¬ 
ted copiously from Jean Paul Sartre, 
Albert Camus and Aldous Huxley to pro¬ 
ve his point. 

What is the situation now? Do Uxlay's 
parents still urge their sons and 
daughters to read the TOI edit pages to 
improve their standards of English? Let 
us visit a typical Bombay home and find 
out: 


Scene I: A Bombay flat. 
Twelve-year-old Ramesh is browsing 
through the pages o/The Times of India, 
while his father is watching the 
television news. The mother is busy in 
the kitchen. 


Dad. Ramesh, finish the paper quickly. I 
want to have a look at it. Did you read 
the editorials? 

Ramesh; Not really, dad. There is some¬ 
thing more interesting in the edit page. 
By the way, what is a quinny? 

Dad: What did you say. quinny? Did 
you check the dictionary? 

Ramesh; Yes dad, but the word is not 
there. 1 hope it is not a bad word. 

Dad: Ha, do you think the editorial 


pages of The Times will carry bad 
words? They are as pure as the snow. I 
know it. my father knew it. If our 
English is good, it was only because we 
read every word which appeared in the 
edit pages. 

Ramesh; Did you ever come across the 
word quinny in the edit pages of TOIl 
Dad: 1 don't think so. Perhaps, there was 
a typo. The word should have been 
queen, queenly or something like that. 
These days, there are occasional proof¬ 
reading errors on the edit pages. 

Ramesh: I also think it had something to 
do with the queen. Well, it is given 
here... queen’s private part. 

Dad (agitated); Let me have a look. 1 
don’t think TO/edit pages will mention 


anything like that. 

Ramesh: Dad, what is a private part'^ 
Something like the private sector and 
the public .sector? 

Dad: Don’t rattle on. Who uttered the 
words quinny and pnvate part? 

Ramesh: Fonner film stai- Asha Parekh. 
She was inter\'iewed for the edit pages 
and said something about 'being naked 
in bed with you rubbing my hands on 
your thighs and touching your quinny'. 
Dad, don’t Jump like tliat... look, you 
broke that flower vase. Mummy will be 
upset. 

{Mummy enters the room from the 
kitchen .) 

Mummy: What is going on here'* 
Ramesh: I )ust asked dad the meaning of 
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the word quinny which appeared in the 
edit page of The Times and he is all 
upset. 

Mummy: Oh, there is nothing to worry 
about Must be a nice word. After all. it 
appeared in the edit pages of The Times. 
And we know how clean’ the paper 
IS. If it were something undesirable, they 
would have mentioned 'alleged quinny’ 
or .something like that. Who mentioned 
quinnyV 

Ramesh. Film star.\sha Parekh. 
Mummy: 'Phen don't bother about it. 
She was an adorable heroine The noble 
soul of Kiiti P(itan)’' Never exposed on 
the screen, never used bad language and 
was never associated with hot .scenes If 
she useti the word quinny, we do not 


have to worry. 

Ramesh: Than why is daddy so up.sef’ 
Asha Parekh also said in the edit pages 
of TOI that quinny was a woman’s priva¬ 
te part She also referred to a man’s but- 
t(x;k,s and woman’s breasts in the 
interview. 

{Su<UU'nl\ theie is total silence in the 
room.) 

Dad: Okay Ramesh, get ready to go to 
school {e.ur Ramesh) 

Mummy. What is happening to The 
Times'’ How can they use such words in 
edit pages ’ Don’t they know this is a 
family newspaper ’ Why don't you write 
a leltei of protest to the editor'’ 

Dad: The Times does not have an editor 
And the> publish only letters which prai¬ 
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se the newspaper. It I write to them that 
there .should be more quinnys in the edit 
pages, then they would publish the let¬ 
ter. 

Mummy; How can we tell our kids 
to read TOI edit pages and improve their 
English standards, if they published 
words like quinny, buttocks and breasts. 
Plca.se do something... 

Dad- Okay, from tomorrow, wc shall get 
The Indian Express. 

Scene 2 ■ Ramesh's .school. The English 
class is about to .start Rame.sh looks 
thoughtful. The English teacher enters. 

Teacher; Good morning boys 
Students: Good morning teacher. 
Teacher: We discussed ways and means 
to improve your vocabulary last time. I 
told you to read the edit pages ol The 
Times of India regularly and pick up one 
new word every day Ramesh, what new 
word did you Icam today from the edit 
pages of the paper ’ 

Ramesh: Er, teacher, quinny, that’s the 
word I learnt today. 

Teacher: Be careful, it must be queenly. 
There is no word as quinny And The 
Times does not make such mistakes. 
Ramesh: But it is here madam, in the 
edit pages. When I asked my parents 
what the word meant, they packed me 
off to .school. Here, let me show you the 
paper. 

(The teacher goes through the paper 
and frowns .) 

Another Student: Teacher, this must be 
a nice word. The Times used it many 
times in page one. And if famous direc¬ 
tor Shekhar Kapur used the word con¬ 
stantly, there should not be anything 
wrong with it. He says that quinny was 
the most important word in his film 
Elizabeth. We should learn and master 
such an important word 
Teacher: Is it in the front page also? 
Let me see. 1 think this matter should be 
referred to the principal. 

(There is excitement in the cla.ss as the 
teacher rushes to the prim ipal’s room.) 
Ramesh; Gosh, I hope the principal 
knows what quinny is. The T'lmes editori¬ 
al pages are tough to follow, but they 
should not u.se words which arc not 
understood even by our parents and 
teacher. If the principal is also found 
ignorant, we shall telephone the editor 
and find out. I don’t understand Asha 
Parekh’s explanation of the word. Or we 
can wait for the time when The 
Tiwer will carry an editorial on quinny • 
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Bhaichung strikes 


India \s ace footballer lands a contract with an English club 


D ecades ago. Masud Faqri had 
become the I'irst Indian to partici¬ 
pate 111 Fnglish football. .Since he 
settled down in Brit.nn, there were no rip 
pics of csciternent on our shorC' But 
that third division entry has been bettei 
ed by Bhaichung Bliutia. who has sign 
ed a three-year contract with seconddivi 
sion club Bury. 

While this is not an earth-shaticrmg 
development, it could be the beginning 
of a new lease of life for Indian football 
"He could become the conduit tor Indian 
players going abroad." said formei India 
captain Chum Goswami "Foi the first 
time, an Indian will be playing abioad 
which means there will be an awareness 
of Indian potential." he added 

"Secondly, it’s a great break foi him 
personally. If he plays well m the league 
this season, he could be invited over by a 
higher-placed club, perhaps even in the 


premier division. In any case, this con- 
tiact will encourage youngsters and give 
them a new goal." 

11 Bhutia succeeds, the path for others 
will become much smoother. And with a 
goal of both money and fame to goad 
them on. budding footballers will be 
encouraged to go all out. 

For Indian football as a whole, it 
could Ixr nothing better than a host of 
youngsters playing abroad and honing 
their skills, because these very players 
w ill then be able ti> take the country far 
ahead tmnternational standings. 

But it was no cakewalk for Bhai¬ 
chung Last year, he had made an unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt This year, he went bet¬ 
ter prepared. Alter a short training stmt 
in .Sweden, he tried several clubs m 
F.ngland Fulham and Crystal Palace fol¬ 
lowed Aston Villa. Finally, it was Bury 
in the Manchester suburbs where he 
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found a berth, after ten days of trials and 
a hat-trick in a friendly tie. 

For an unknown player, it is usually a 
long search for a place in any side. Bhai- 
chung’s agent had lined up West Brom¬ 
wich Albion, Ipswich, Sheffield United 
and Walsall, but he managed to turn up 
only for the first club and that, 1 ik>, for 
one trial. Obviously, for a thorough .sear¬ 
ch, a player would need the time and the 
means to spend up to six months in Euro¬ 
pe. A tall order, especially for an Indian. 

What will work for Bhaichung is his 
speed, which no Indian player could 
match. More important, the youngster is 
dedicated enough to give a hundred and 
ten per cent. He has sharp reflexes and 
never gives up. 

He does have a drawback though 
Physically, he is well below the average 
in English football. While the pace in 
English soccer is perhaps the fastest in 
the world, the game is quite physical in 
the league. With his height and build, he 
would find defenders in the opposition 
quite formidable. But then even Marado¬ 
na started out as a skinny four-foot some¬ 
thing He gradually built muscles that 
complemented his artistry and turned 
him into a mega star. 

The first phase of his career started at 
the Tashi Namgyal Academy in Gang¬ 
tok, moved on to East Bengal and JCT 
and culminated in the .Asian Football 
Confederation’s ‘Best Asian Footbal¬ 
ler’ award for May 1999. He is about to 
begin the second and, probably, the best 
period. 

In between, however, Mohun Bagan 
club is trying to rope him in for two 
matches. The premier Indian side will be 
meeting its Bangladesh counterpart, 
Mukti Joddha, in the first round of the 
Asian Club Cup championship. The 
home and away matches are to be played 
a fortnight apart in August and Septem¬ 
ber and Bhaichung’s inclusion would 
give Bagan a tremendous fillip. 

Even if this deal docs not come 
through, Bhaichung Bhutia will be in 
the limelight this year. He is in line for 
the prestigious Aijuna Award, the high¬ 
est recognition a player can achieve in 
the country. • 
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STRONG-ARM MEASURES: fili‘ picture of a counter-insur^encx operation in Assam 

ASSAM' 

Know your people 


A training school at Solmara teaches security forces the Assamese way of life 

lick ol adequate knowledge lit the Assamese way of judicial magistrates, academicians, members of the slate 

life on the part oj security personnel engaged in Human Rights Commission and other prominent people are 

counter-insurgency (Cl) operations m the state has invited to deliver the lectures. 

led to many pioblcniN, including that of tlie unneces- So tai, around 6,(KK) security personnel have completed the 

sary harassment of innocent people. To do away six-week course. The Assam Police personnel arc also given 

withthcse. the army authoritiesin Assam have introduced trai- training here but the capsule meant for policemen from the 

state is different as there is no need to familiarise them with 
loc.il culture and customs. 

The 4 Corps GOC admitted that the language barrier was 
proving to be a major drawback in counter-insurgency opera¬ 
tions in As.sam as people belonging to the hinterland did not 
know Hindi. He said that it was better (or the securitymen to 
know the local language rather than expecting the locals to 
know the language of the army. 

Stressing the need for training of army personnel, Shekat- 
karjTomled out that there was a big difference beiween conven¬ 
tional war and counter-insurgency ojx:ralions. In convention¬ 
al war, the army used maximum foice and heavy artillery. But 
the method had to be totally different in case of a Cl operation. 
"The Cl operations are against our own brothers who may be 
misguided and in such cases, the motto is to use minimum pos- 


niiig programmes foi the security personnel who come to the 
•.late from other parts of India. 

Recently, the GOC of the 4 Corps of the army, Lt-Gen 
D.B, Shekatkar has icvealed that a counter-in.suigency tiain- 
ing school has been opened in .Solmara in the Sonitpui district 
wheie armymen and personnel from other security forces are 
given training on the various aspects of the As.samcsc way of 
life before they engage in counter-insurgency operations in 
the stale. 

According to .Shekatkar, the training course involves a six- 
week programme with adequate emphasis on the various 
aspects of Assameseculture The areas covered underthc cour- 
.se al.so include human rights, religious sentiments of the As.sa- 
mesc, the economy ol the state, lips on how to interact with 
the people etc. He said that apart from the officers of the army, | 



SUNDAY ^b^■ -21 Augufal 1969 


59 







sible force and try and bring them back to the mainstream with 
persuasion, if possible," Shekatkar pointed out. 

It appears that the training programme has yielded desired 
results as allegations of haiassmcnt by the army have come 
down drastically in recent mouths. Shekatkar also said that 
efforts to bring the army closer to the common people would 
continue. 

Meanwhile, according to the DIG of the Border Security 
Force (BSF), Ashok Kumar, in the latter half of July, the 
ULFA shifted three of its main camps further inside Bhutan to 
avoid conflict with the Royal Bhutan Army (RBA). This hap¬ 
pened after the Bhutan government took a stand to evict milit¬ 
ants from its soil. The Bhutan government had held two 
rounds of talks with IJLFA leaders, and during the discus¬ 
sions, they had agreed to reduce the number of troops instead 
of leaving the area. Ashok Kumar said that the camps have 
been shifted 100 km away from Daifam and Kalikhola. 

On the political front, as the Lok Sabha elections approach, 
political parties as well as the people in the state are observing 
with keen interest as to what ULFA’s stand vis-a-vis the elec¬ 
tions will be. During the last Lok Sabha elections, the ULFA 
had given the call for a poll boycott. And after its ignominous 
defeat, the ruling AGP had tried to blame it on an alleged 
ULFA-Congress nexus. The AGP had accused the Congress 
of engineering the ULFA poll boycott to prevent AGP .sup¬ 
porters from casting their votes. The Congress, which swept 
the last Lok Sabha elections in the state by clinching 11 .seats, 
had challenged the AGP to prove the allegation. 

Political observers in Assam believe that the ULFA diktat 
regarding the polls last time had gone in favour of the Con¬ 
gress as the militant outfit hardly has any influence in the tradi¬ 
tional minority votebank of the party. On the other hand, the 
poll boycott call had affected the AGP support base 

This time, the ULFA has already appealed to political part¬ 
ies contesting the elections in Assam to include the 
demand for the right of self-determination in their election 
manifesto. As of now, it remains a wait-and-watch game • 

DUump Chmndan/Ouwmhatl 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Lockhorns 

Kalyan Singh and the Election 
Commission slug it out 

M^Talvan Sinj^h ko gus.sa kvon aiu hm'^' This is a ques- 
tion that often does the rounds of the administrative 

■ mcirclcs in Lucknow, If it’s poll time, the cause of the 
Uttar Prade.sh chief minister’s ire is, invariably, the Election 
Commission (EC). 

At the moment. Kalyan Singh and the EC are set on a colli¬ 
sion course over two contentious i.ssues — the commission’s 
ban on ministers enjoying official facilities for travel within 
the .state; and the commission’s objection to the government’s 
recent move toapptiint 3,(X)0 teachers in rural UP’s secondary 
schools. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government in 
Lucknow IS, understandably, upset over the EC’s opposition 
to its educational programme. It throws the Kalyan Singh 



THE ANGRY CM: Kalyan Singh 


administration’s ambitious decentralisation programme into 
jeopardy. An ambitious new educational policy, involving 
the appointment of several thousand primary school teachers 
in the rural areas, forms a vital part of the chief minister’s 
much-publicised decentralisation scheme in consonance with 
the introduction of Panchayati Raj in Uttar Pradesh. 

The state government argues that since these appointments 
had been made locally, on a contractual basis, with fixed sala¬ 
ries, they do not violate the election ‘code of conduct’. 

The EC, however, thinks otherwise. It regards this appoint¬ 
ment programme as a direct pre-poll sop to the rural voter. 
"Why IS the government in such a hurry to implement this pro¬ 
gramme? Would the heavens fall if these teachers start receiv¬ 
ing a monthly remuneration of Rs 5,000 after two months'’" 
demanded an EC official. 


House of iord 

Policemen in Serampore are forced to 
operate out of a temple 

are known to be templcii of justice. But nothing 
Wcould come as close to this a.s tiw Serampore court. 
Located a few kilometres away from Calcutta, in the Hoo- 
ghly district, this particular court building is no mean 
Sling. The sub-divisional officer (SDO)ha,s his office in its 
jnemises, Undertriais from neighbouring police statims 
of Uttarjwra. Chanditala, Jangipara and Serampore arc 
brought here everyday. So are prisoners from the Serampo¬ 
re sub-jail. 

But a yeor-and-a-half ago, the state PWD declared the 
building in which the court lock-up was housed a.s condem¬ 
ned. Facing this stricture, the police who were manning 
the lock-up have taken .shelter inside a Shiva temple which 
is located within the coiHt premises. 

M eviction is not the mtly loss of lacefor the cii^ . > 

rang the lock-up. Every rnoming, a couple of poHcmen tat 
wiA their lock-up register, under the watchful gaze of the " 
deity, keeping track of prisoners who are brougte lo Ibe 
ooiut for iritd. While dw temple serves as the makeshift 
office, the |«isoners are kept in the police van wWeb, ' 
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Then, there’s the controversial clamp-down on ministerial 
travels following the imposition of the election code of con¬ 
duct. This ban has been severely condemned in the slate 
Assembly. Speaker Kesri Nath Tripathi regarded this move to 
be an "overstepping of authority by the Election Comniis- 
•* sion". Tripathi criticised the conunission for "directly interfer¬ 
ing in the working of the state legislature". 

Kalyan Singh has decided to lake this fight to the country’s 
apex court. The UP chief minister insists that the EC is being 
unfair and that it is prejudiced against his government. "The 
Election Commission’s order banning movement of mini¬ 
sters virtually imposes a restriction on their discharge of dut¬ 
ies as ministers," argues Singh "The restriction appears illogi¬ 
cal, since the commission has not imposed any such bar on the 
movement of central ministers even though it is a Lok Sabha 
election, not an Assembly election." 

A senior official of the EC told Sunday; "Nobody was 
going to object to any genuine travel by ministers, it was only 
when such travel was used for political purposes in the run-up 
to the polls that the objection was raised." He also maintained 
that the.se visits by ministers led to unnecessary dixersion of 
security personnel and district officials 

According to political observers in the slate capital, the 
"reduction in the travel expenses to which the ministers were 
otherwise entitled has hit them where it hurts". "Cabinet mini¬ 
sters m UP were entitled to tour and travel expenses up to Rs ^ 
lakh per month. On an axerage, members of the stale Cabinet 
have been taking reimbursements up to Rs 4 lakh pei month," 
reveals a Vidhan Sabha official 
With the chief minister refusing to toe the EC line, it might 
be left to the Supreme Court to lay down the rules I'l the pre- 
poll game in Uttai Pradesh • 

Sharmt Prmdhma/Lueknow 


MADHYA PRADESH 

Reported against 

A Vidhan Sahha committee recommends 
action against Ambikapur district 
officials for derailing a murder probe 

T he incident took place way back on 3 December, 1998, It 
was business as usual at the government girls college at 
Ambikapur, a tribal disu-ict in eastern Madhya Pradesh, 
bordering Bihar. A jeep with four local boys from the neigh¬ 
bouring postgraduate college arrived. Driving recklessly, 
they were trying to ‘impress’ the girls coming into the college. 

Priti Srivastava was a student of BA final in the same colle¬ 
ge. She al.so became a target of eveteasing, and when the boys 
failed to impress Pnti, they allegedly crushed her to death. It 
was a ghastly murder which had shocked the nation. But mor^ 
shocking was the way the district administration tried to hush 
up the case Witnesses to the ghastly murder were intimidated 
and eventually chief minister Digvijay Singh had to step in <o 
ensure that the alleged culprits were brought to book. 

And now, a Vidhan Sabha committee, headed by High 
Court lawyer June Choudhry, a nominated legislator, has 
done a commendable job by bringing out the facts. The com¬ 
mittee has recommended action against, among others, Sur- 
endra Kumar Pandey, who w-as the superintendent of police 
(SP) at Ambikapur. 

"As far as the role of the SP is concerned," says the report, 
"it cannot be said satisfactory. He did not reach the .spot on 
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' WATQHKLtyfiS: a poHcenum working inside the temple; 
lock-up 



I'" 

L 


insitie the court premises, . 
has no othw qption hw to ’ 
double up as the lock-up. y 
A nd this has been goutg chi 
for the past 18 montos, wito ... 
the autoorities retosing to 
tidte notice. 

The cops may have fenmd 
solace in die divine piesen<- 
ce; but the prisoners rmnain 
unmoved. On 23 July, altor a. 

I prisoner called Munna 
i Yadav wa.s prochiced in 
i court, he managed to flee 
I ^er tapping a police con$t- 


Munna was booked fmr a motor-vehicle'ielated offence 
and had come to toe court to surrender. During an earlier 
appearance, the court had rejected his bail plea. But as the ' < 
coim in question did not have a lock-up, Munna was being 
taken to the prison van so that he could be transferred to i 
some otoer lock-up. Munna, howevM, rcidised toat eso^s-i*’ 
was a more viable option than waiting fmrlMul. He tSdpitst ‘ 
that, and till date, the fugitive remains untraced. . 

Munna’s escape has once again brouglUouttoetMtol^' - 
ness of the police in the state. Pooriy equipped and pooaij^ ' 
paid, they are now treated pocs-ly even by toeprisemers,-* 
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Cold cuts 

Hera Pheri Kinetic Mega Show/m/ 
to take off 

T here is something known as over-reaching, which 
means you’ve bitten off more than you can chew. This 
is ©.specially true of a couple of newly-begun shows on 
Star; one of a puiported sitcom, and the other, a celebrity 
show. 

You’d have thought that Shekhai Suman is stretched 
too thin with all tire scurrying he seems to do between his 
shows across the channels. You’d have thought that the 
pace with which he has to move and shake, five days a 
weok,on Sony would leave him with little inclination to do 
anything else. You’d be wrong. 

In Hem Pheri, (Tuesdays. 8 pm), Suman appears with 
, Rakhi Vijan, the friz?y-ha)retl scatterbrain of Hum 
Paunch, in a husband-wifc act. which is supposed to leave 
you gasping because you’re supposed to have been 
laughing. 

Actually, it makes you want to tear your hair out of 



OVEflEXPOSeo?: Shekhar Suman 
Suman and Vijan, in a repeat of her frizzy-haired scatter¬ 
brain act, come up against a whole bunch of other people, 
including a cook and a chambermaid, and a heavy- 
breathing beauty who slinks about the apartment. And the 
result is an unfunny, .soggy mess. 

This could be reality check time for Shekhar Suman, the 
King Of Television. His Movers and Shakers seems to 
have run out of genuine celebrities. So he keeps presenting 
little-known types who aren ’ t known for much, and falling 
all over himself alhis own jokes, 

An excessively painted Ruby Bhatia i.s anchoring some¬ 
thing called a Kinetic Me^a Show which is supposed to 
havefilmi celebs sharing their innermost secrets. It's had 
'Sushmita Sen who giggled as mubh as Ms Bhatia, and 
Sonali Bcndre, who giggled a little less. Last fc^night, 
there was Saif Ali Khan who brought tp the show some 
smarts, and a,cricket bat which he swungabout. 

What’s mega about this? • ; 



time. He also did not take action to provide security to the wit¬ 
nesses and also provided misleading information to the 
Vidhan Sabha committee." 

Incidentally, Priti’s father. Ramlakhan Snvastava. had writ- ^ 
ten a letter to the SP. regarding security arrangements to be 
made for the witnesses. "The SP first told the committee that 
the father of Prjti did not write any letter U) him and later he 
accepted that he did get such a letter," the report has pointed 
out. 

The four boys accused of murdering Priti were Samarvijay 
Singh, Rajkumar, Javed and Ganesh Ka.shyap. They were ali 
students of BA Part I and came from influencial families. Sour¬ 
ces in the police say that they were supporters of the Smghdco 
family of Ambikapiii who were former ruleis of the erstwhile • 
estate of Sarguja. T.S. Singhdeo, son of M.S. Singhdeo, is 
now chairman ol Ainbikapui municipality. 

M.S. Singhdeo is a retired IAS officer while .his wife, 
Devendra Kuinan, was a former Congress minister. The fami¬ 
ly has considerable influence m the locality According to the 
police, the four accused were do,sc to T.S. Singhdeo who still 
enjoys considerable clout in the area, 

According to Singhdeo, on the day of the incident, the 
father of Samarvijay Singh came to his residence and told him 
that the police were looking lor his son and the jeep. "I told 
Ranvijay (the father) to gel his son surrender before the poli¬ 
ce," the report say.s. 

Eventually, alter a phone call from the chief minister's 
secretary, all the four boys were arrested within two days of 
the incident. The most shocking part was the way the witnes¬ 
ses were terrorised Nisha Thakur, an eyewitness, and her 
family were threatened with dire consequences 

Nisha's brother Lhnesh was running a hair-cutting saloon 
from a handcart in a market at Ambikapur. The cart w'as sei/ 
ed and removed in the name ol an anti-encroachment drise 
But It was the only thing which was removed from the market 
Nisha did not turn up to give her evidence .Sunita Mi.stry, a stu 
dent of BA final year, was another witness. Sumia's lather 
runs a shop on a piece of land Municipal authorities broke 
down the shop, saying that they had orders to do so from 
"above". 

'I'hc FIR in the miirdci case was lodged by Tara Chand 
Sahu, a college clerk .Sahu later refused to recognise most ol 
the accounts in the FIR. "It is strange." says Ramlakhan .Sri 
vaslava. "Sahu is a neighbour of Samarvijay Singh," he adds. 

The cornniitlee report goes on to observe; "The position of 
the district administration is unfortunate. Despite the cases ol 
Nisha, Sunitu and Sahu, the collector, the SP and other police 
officials continued to say in an orchestra that evidence was 
fearless and that they don’t have any complaint of threat, ter¬ 
ror or pressure The fact remains that instead tif acting on such 
complaints, the administration refused to accept that they 
received any such complaint." 

Sources say that efforts are on to convert the case from .102 
of IPC (murder) to 304(A) (accidental death). According to 
Prill’s father, who lodged a complaint in this regard, a man 
known as Thetxiore lohn, who is a former revenue inspector, 
met Tilvanus Lakada, a senior advocate. During the meeting, 
John reportedly asked Lakada that he should ask Sriva.stava 
not to take interest in the case. "It is not a case of 302 but of 
304 (A) tind after pressure from Srivastava, the accused aie in 
jail. We will do anything to release them and .sec them acquitt¬ 
ed even if we have to purchase the witnesses." • 

Dmthdmmp Smxmam/Bhiv»l 
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BEGINNING 15 AUGUST, 1999 


ARIES 


( 2 / March-20 April) 

G et a partner or a friend to 
keep an eye on your 
extravagances. You may 
however have a good time 
for a very small outlay, 
which will put the fox with 
the hens for those who envy 
your social life. Take 
advantage of all social 
opportunities. Carelessness 
in the home could mean 
trouble. 


TAURUS 


(21 Apnl-20 May) 

L egal advice can be good 
Don’t be afraid to ask. if 
you are in doubt Social life 
will only be worthwhile if 
you have an intelligent 
partner. As the week 
progresses, you may be less 
inclined to extend your 
.social flings. Someone you 
meet at a party can bring 
back memories you would 
rather forget. 


GEMINI 


( 2 / Ma'i-20Jutii') 

A partnership can be 

fruitful. Doing a business 
on your own can be fine. Be 
careful when handling funds 
at your workplace. Keep 
personal funds away trom 
tho.se belonging to the lund 
and vica-versa There can be 
a heavy demand on money. 

It may take the lively mind of 
a partner to work out a 
solution. 


CANCER 


(21 June-20 Juh) 

B usiness can be very 
successful. You should 
feel happy with the material 
end-product. But someone 
may not appreciate your 
position or could be envious 
of your success. This you 
will find hard to accept and 
may be deluded by the 
response you get. 


LEO 


<21 Jul\-20AugUit) 

A parent will be blessed to 
see that you are making 
headway. You may be asked 
to invest some capital. Take 
the advice ol someone at the 
lop Agents arc not the right 
people so go directly to the 
top person if you want good, 
discreet service Do 
something kind foi someone 
who means a lot to you. 


LIBRA 


(21 Seolemher-20 October) 

Y ou may be on your own. 

Initiative is needed but 
should be excercised with a 
little care. A reputation can 
suffer a heavy blow, so be 
careful to guard youi own. 
You .seem to be right out 
there to be shot at and there is 
little chance to back out. Be 
responsible foi your own 
actions. 
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VIRGO 


(2! Augutl-20September) 

S helve personal de.sires 
and .share with friends. 
You need to get .nvolved 
with people who do not wish 
to run your life for you. A 
parent or official may have 
something rather strong to 
say. Admit a mistake if you 
have made one, but don’t be 
resentful. 


SCORPIO 


(2J ()i'fnb*'r’20 Novertiher) 

F eel confident that things 
are under control. Take a 
breather or he low for a 
couple of days and adopt a 
w ait and watch policy. A 
financial leader may have 
some discreet news lot you. 
Past investigations may 
bring improvements in your 
own financial affairs. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(21 November-20 December) 

L ook for long-term 

benefits in all that you do. 
Something you have been 
unsure about may now 
finally be cleared up and 
settled. Persevere with what 
you have to do. Where others 
may give in, you should have 
the foresight to recognize the 
value o( your priorities. A 
journey is on the cards. 


CAPRICORN 

(21 Deccmbrr,20 January) 

I I there seems no hope ol 
progress in a certain 
subject, leave it to stew. A 
journey with your nearest 
and dearest may be cancelled 
or there may be some sort of 
a hitch Impatience can mar a 
relationship You cannot be 
in two places at the same 
time and should make this 
clear to those who nag. 

AQUARIUS 

(21 January-20 February) 

P lay .second fiddle to 
no-one. Don't be a snob 
or think that you are the only 
one who matters. They say 
pride comes before a fall, but 
only a fool would throw a 
g(K)d reputation down the 
drain Have your priorities 
right so that you can put 
others in then proper places. 

1 1 they me nide to you. 

PISCES 


(21 Februar\-2() March) 

K eep in touch with 

business discreetly. You 
don’t need to interfere, just 
pul in an appearance when 
things are happening. A 
loved one may have to go off 
on a journey. Show your 
affection as you both could 
be feeling a bit down. Family 
support is genuine. 
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Certain return 

■ This piece of news 
should cheer up thr)se 
Who were down in Ihe 
dumps about the finance 
minister’s prospects of retur¬ 
ning to the Lok Sabha from 
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- , • ' I' 

tf NaraliMtf XlMite WM 


'Mm Mi|^l|k 

BIBIMliVDQQB 

A CPl(«i ACTJVIST AT A MKTINS 



war has imposed on Budget 
assumptions. Then finance 
minister Ya.shwant Siiiha cla¬ 
rified that the government 
would first monitor revenue 
collection and then decide 
whether a Kargil tax was nee¬ 
ded at all. 

In between there was heat¬ 
ed debate on the availability 
of such a tax. and we were 
told that the PMO had lock¬ 
ed horns with the finance 
ministry and that there had 
been heated exchanges bet¬ 


ween the finance minister 
and the PMO. 

In fact, nothing of the sort 
has happened. The matter 
was never discussed by the 
Cabinet and there will, in all 
probability, be no tax. 


Small matter 

■ Narcotics control 
organisations are 
angry that the Lok Sabha had 
time for everything but did¬ 
n't have time to clear the Bill 
w'hich provided for the con¬ 
fiscation of property of Indi¬ 
ans engaged in the narcotics 
trade 

This is imperative 
because smugglers who are 
caught peddling narcotics 
have two advantages; in 


PM Atai Bsbarl VndpayM: M^oylng th* prarogatlv* 


Hazaribagh. his Lok Sabha 
Constituency in Bihar. 

According to highly plac¬ 
ed political sources in Bihar, 
Sinha is comfortably placed 
gnd is definitely going to be 
returned to the next Lok 
Sabha. 

Obviously the prerogative 
of deciding who his finance 
minister will be rests with 
the PM But Sinha will 
certainly be there standing 
tall among tho.se who will 
take their oaths as MPs. 


No tax 

■ So much for all the 
controversy over the 
Kargil tax At least two Cabi¬ 
net ministers have confirm¬ 
ed to Sunday that the Kargil 
tax was never discussed in 
the Cabinet, and if there was 


a proposal, it was piobably 
in the minds of some people. 

It may be recalled that 
there was feverish di.scus- 
sion in media and political 
circles about the possible 
imposition of a Kargil tax on 
Indian citizens to pay for the 
additional expenditure the 



C H E C K - L I S T 


The telecom issue: dividing every party 

■ The BJP: There is a group in the BJP which believes 
that there are serious flaws in the PM’s telecom proposal 
and is quietly telling the Congress to step up its attack 

■ The ConMreee: Manmohan Singh is staying out of 
the teiecom controversy on the plea that he knows the 
problem from up close and differs from his party Exactly 
how, he won’t say. 

■ The CPI(M): Somnath Chatterjee's letter to the PM. 
seeking to help out the telecom groups pressurised to pay 
licence fees, is testimony enough that the parly has more 
than one view on the matter. 


Yeshwant Sinha: dlsitaillng fears 

I India the punishment for 


smuggling UK) gm of a psy¬ 
chotropic .substance (rang¬ 
ing from heroin to hashish) 
is the same as smuggling 50 
kg — ten years imprison¬ 
ment. And so smugglers are 
out having pleaded for a 
lower sentence, in two or 
three years. 

When they come out, their 
property is still intact for 
them to return to. A law per¬ 
mitting the state to attach the 
property of these criminals is 
awaiting clearance from Par¬ 
liament. Which doesn’t have 
the time. • 
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HEARD IN CALCUTTA 

Why not put Manl Shankar 
Aiyar’s pleturo on tho eovor with 
tho hoadlino: "Can tills man over 
booloctod?" 

A SUB-EDITOR ON THE SUNDAYDESK AFTER 
THE LAST EPISODE OF MAW-TALK 



Meajihwile, Msunata 
Banerjee said that hei' consti¬ 
tuents are firmly bdiind her, 
so she would prefer to give 
more time to campaign fw 
her other candidates. Surely, 
she sounds confident 


ItoarltaHc 

■ It’s going to be a most 
curious election 
campaign for BJP’s Bandaru 
Dattatreya who is contesting 
to retain his Secunderabad 
l.x}k Sabha seat. TTie union 
minister of state for urban 
affairs underwent a hean sur¬ 
gery on 14 July. Patients 


recovering from such an ope¬ 
ration are usuafiy told a^to 
move around too much. !p|ut 
for some reason; Bitt- 
tatreya’s doctor has given 
him die toughest prescrip¬ 
tion possible fm* a ^itician 
during deoion time: Ekm’t 
Talk. Not just go slow on 
loud speeches, but don’t. 
uaer isingk word. 

Uto’s pitfl die 
in a tough spot Secmidaim- 
M has tiw&kmiEdly been a 
tough constituency, whHre 
vMers havb forever see¬ 
sawed between dw Ccmgress 
and the BJf. So DattWeya 
has ct»ne fhe only 

ahomative avadabte to hhn: 


CHECK-LIST 


Symbols we would like poiiH&dpmtms 
to have: somsuggestions 

■ CoiitirM«(l): The eletdion symbol shouki be a 
smiling man with a butter knife, b«»u$e Congressmen ore 
best known for sycophancy. 


kar Chakrdtorty, a gre^ 
horn in politics, to udce mi 
one most celebrated 
Lok SSbha cmdidates of this 
eiecdpns. 

Bgl dbe CPK!^ is not die 
outfri which is if) a 
diUsiinia to find a suitable 
cafOdidme against Mamata 
Banetjee. The Congress is 
also.in a fix. Though dtey 
hTre umounced candidates 
.Jor the other seats, the Soud) 
. Odoatta seat has been k^ 
vaqmt. The Congress is still 
searchitqf for a candidate 
is wSdmg to forfeit his 


■ BIP: Bags of money, so that their voters an rsmimM. 
every time they see the 6JP candidate's face, (d ttf dtat 
money that was collected ostensibiy to builddie Bam 
Templa. 


^^1 ifamaj^ln ^^a^bi This Is a tricky (^; the vtok whatirer 
h Is, sh^tf represent an optkallusiOR, 

. JarddaDal pretends his them, even tbougittdii^tin^ 


■ OPKII): How about a drowning man, snouting for. 
help, in Italian? 


M A I AB I Mfc Amanwithhwto>vee--one<ayt«ad 
butter with and tie ofeer to stab In the back edfe. 


A wretih. SeOfM Femudaals 
defence minister and 400 people died in X»git.lBlhih 


til Wittes ieSere. L 

Over 12,000 lettMS wd' 
betdg eent out to office-;, 
bew^ of urban coionien’i 
assotdarion, slum dwdlets,^ 
union feadree and beads of 




timis. Bb .also carries widi; 
him a laiBioaflnd paper 
colour pmidi n^en he wwnte 
m get piore and portitmai.^ 
T sufferedcbe8tf>ein.numer-; 
ous times but I ne^eeted it L 
was vigcaoiiBly movyog, I' 
had to t^ergo heart surges* 
that dqprived me of nei^ a 
month’s service to you. But, 
by god’s grace. 1 am fine 
now," die missive says to 
almost evrayone. 

What’s mme, ^'retold 
this dumb, act will have tc 
last exactly three wedcs —> 
till just after the elections are 
over. For friistr^ BJP ww- 
kers in the constituency, it 
sounds too bad to be true. As 
oi» of them pot it, "Maybe 
his doctew is a secret Con¬ 
gress sympathiser." No off^ 
ence meant to die doctor of 
COUTH!. 


Svlolileseat 

■ Poor Bangaru Lax-. 

man. The ventaable' 
BJP leader is so unpopular, 
that everyone wants him tp. 
Hose die elecdCHi. 

'The i^stion was who*' 
would oppose die f<»tna 
BJP candidate Buta Sittgb m 
the Jahair seal in Rrga^um,; 
As it is areserved seat, some¬ 
one suggested it could be 
Bargant Laxman. like a 
tla^ die name wmit rour^: 


IEf HtT f ■ ‘ill’ 


Liktnrm may have been to 
Jaipur as a tourist, but even, 
that is dmrbtfiil. Tdugu in 
Rrgasdian? What lanjgiiti^ 
wmdd he ounpaip m? Bur, 
Laioman has been ^poctihg* 
Ife « saying he wifi iHHttest'' 
the < elk^tm. iS. Buuf 
Singh is die oamSAkte. If it is 
anyone ehe; he >ii^ back 
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HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

We call it ttie Qiilag archipelago. 

AN ELECTION COMMISSION OFFICIAL ON THE 
VARIOUS SECURITY CLEARANCES AND 
BUREAUCRATIC TORTURES THEY HAVE TO 
GO THROUGH IN THE ELECTION COMMISSION 




. . I .. 

IMkaiicI 

RoUliig 

IPbi 

Mneb grovelling has 
been devoted to paci* 
^r^the angry SushmaSwa^ 
nj over the last fortnight. 
Sushmaji—she of the angry 
tongue and rolling pin- 
wicldiog persona — 
believes that she has been 
badly treated by the BJP 
because the party refused to 
nwke her a Cabinet minister 
as a reward for losing the 
Delhi Assembly elections. 

She has already said she 
won’t stand for election but 
odier na-sty little smprises 
were also delivered to a 
shaky BJP leadership. First, 
her husband, the redoubtable 
Swaraj Kaushal who had 
been asked to negotiate with 
Naga rebels to no great avail 
decided to go public with cri¬ 
ticism of the govemmenl 
and of the Prime Mini.sttT 
personally. Then, Sushmaji 
reftised to igipeM- on televi¬ 
sion on theBJP’s behalf. The 
firstexcuse was half-way rea- 
somdile: she would be asked 
about Haryana and was 
unwilling to Criticise Ban.s) 

, Lai. But the second excuse 
was downright painful: she 
^had a toothache tuid did not 
' turn up for any of the televi¬ 
sion programmes where the 
BJP had conunitted her 
presence. 

Apparently, Sushmaji’s 
great mentor. L.K. Advani 
has been reluctant to intcrs'c- 
ne because he believes that 
she ha.s been treated badly. 
(By that logic, Bhairon 
Singh should be Prime Mini¬ 
ster because he managed to 
lose R^asthan.) Unable to 
affwd a crisis at this stage, 
(he BJP decided to grovel 
and assorted emissaries have 
succeeded in pacifying the 
lady. Expect to .see her and 
her rolling pin back in 
diculalion. < 


Good lucky next 
time 

How many people ex- 
Prime Minister l.K. 
Gujral petitioned to ensure 
he got the Akali Dal’s sup¬ 
port for the Jalandhar seat? 

Although he made a high- 
minded announcefnent that 
he was going to stay away 
from the elections this year 
because of the split in the 
Janata Dal (he couldn't deci¬ 
de which of the two Janata 
Dais he should side with, 
because both were so dear to 
him), the fact is that once 
Gujral reali.sed the BJP was 
not going to support him, he 
turned tail and ran. 

Gujral had to get the sup¬ 
port of three sets of people to 
contest the Jalandhar seat. 


One was the NDA leaders. 
The second were the Akali 
Dal and the BJP. Ram Vilas 
Paswan was roped in to 
speak to the Akali Dal on 
Gujral’s behalf. George Fer¬ 
nandes interceded (reluc¬ 
tantly, according to sources) 
and even got an okay from 
Prakash Singh Badal (j^aiii 
reluctantly, because the Dal 
promised that seat to the 
widow of former Gtwemor 
Darbara Singh some time 
ago). 

But Gujral wanted the 
NDA to also speak to the 
BJP. When the BJP said it 
would not be possible to help 
Gujral out this time (he won 
the last time around only 
because the BJP worked in 
his favour in the last elec¬ 
tions), Gujral decided it 


wasn’t wofti) his wb% to 
contest. ‘ 

' So possiWy, the NDA Is 
otB seat short B«t the^JP Ij 
not regretting its dedsioB^ 


Cuui^iiaaiiraNm 

Pow Atal Bdmri Vig' 
^yee. He’s spending 
all his time being made to res¬ 
pond to interviews he advet 
gave. 

First it wOvS Kanbaiya La) . 
Nandan, the fomier editor of 
Sarika, a Hindi magazine. 
Nandan is an old acquabtum- 
ce of the Prime Minister’s 
and when he called on the 
PM, Vajpayee had an infor¬ 
mal chat with him. 

Imagine the PM’s hoiror < 
when he woke up the next 
day to sec the conversation 
reproduced in print, includ¬ 
ing the parts where he had 
said the President was not 
being fair to him! 



A.B. V^lpayM: ahockMl 


And now Rashtriva Sahtt- 
ra magazine, in its Augu.st 
1999 issue, has come out 
with an interview of the PM, 
luridly entitled "True 
Confessions" with 30 ques¬ 
tions which the PM has sup¬ 
posedly answered. It is 
headlined: "I sometimes feel 
I have wasted my )ifc...I’m 
misfit in the present sys- 
tem...lndia is going down." 

This interview was given 
to acoiTcspondent in 1W3. It 
has been reproduced as if it 
has been conducted now. 
The PMO is absoiutdy 
furious. And Rauhtriyd 
Sahtmi is one pubii^on 
which win never get ani mta:-, 
view with AttJ Belutii 
Vajpayee. • 


CHECK-LiST 


Prospective Prime Ministers and their 
constituencies 


■ AttH Beharl VBliMqrM: Is comfortably placed m 
Lucknow and may visit his constituency just twice before 
tbe elections. 


■ Sonia Qandlif: Hasn't indicated where she will 
contest from, although has said she will contest the Lok 
Sabha elections. Probably Amelhi, which is why Sanjay 
Singh who will be tbe candidate against her, is so keen to 
shift. 


■ SharfNl Pawan Has been taking journalists to 
Baramati, his constituency to tell them what a splendid job 
he’s don# there. Will win his seat, though may find it hard 
to become PM. 


■ Jyoli Baaa: Is not contesting the Lok SaNia 
eMlons, but that didn't stop some PMs from becoming 


■ RlaanielMm StaiBi: is likely to contest the South 
Delhi seat which he may win because of his clean image. 
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FIGHTINO FOR 
THEIR LIVES IN XARdlL, 
BUT FOR OURS. 


• Squadron Leader Ajay Ahuja • Flight Lieutervant S. MuWlarj • Sergeant PVNR Prasad • Squadron Leader Rajiv 
Pundir • Sergeant Raj Kishore Sahu • Naib Subedar Lai t^iand • Havaldar Khazan Singh • Major Rajesh S. 
Adhikari • Deputy Commandant Sukhbir Singh Yadav • Lance Nalk Hera Singh • Sipahi Gangling Konyak 

• Lance Nalk Rakesh Chand • Subedar Lai Singh • Havaldar Surender Singh • Major Mariappan Saravanan 

• Lance Havaldar Samandar Singh Hooda • Lance HavaWar Ramkumar • Captain P.V. Vikram • Lieutenant 

Colonel Viswanathan • Squadron Leader Ojha • Sepoy B^s^nder Singh • Jawan Arvind Kumar Pandey # Nalk Siv 
Basaya • Major Kamlesh Prasad. 


Baron humbly contributos Rs, 100 on every 
Aiwa hi-fi music system sod CTV sold towards 

the fsmiiles of our departed patriots. 

' ■ \ 

BARON i aiuia 

■ ■ .'r, i:* 
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For the World C’-itizen like v^ou 

Introducing the I 888 World Phone from liricsson. A imujui. 
^cllphotu Compaiibic v-ilh the GSM 1900 network in the L'S and the C»SM 900 
network in l.urope, Afnia and AMa, llui dinwiiij: etllphotic works Jiioss ihc. 
coiiiinciits ol the wuild While its other unique fe.nuits lijvc vuti attt.ss to 
liueinct, I- mail, and data horn anvw'hcrc jn )usi .1 inaucr of i.tt.onds So nt)w 
svhcfj you le planning, to itavri, ail ytnj need is ihc I 8SH Woild Phone to hast the powei of a imihilr 
ofh*.L in rhe palm of vour hand hcaruirs irulndr ■ In binh PC i ird aiul mfiarcd port • Active 
flip I nhanted I ull Hate (FPR) ■ ( onfeicncc tall • ( all lunsfei ■ 1 i (me display 

• Cilohal travel charger with S plugj. 

ERICSSON ^ 



CMI Aeeel. OalhI: 6834023. 6927213/4/5 Mumbai: 4938046. 4938085. 4946071 Calcutta: 4767810, 4763240, 2829671 Chennai: 8214498, 8258658. 
8241429 Ahmadabad 7541933. 7543850 Bangalore: 2994088. 2994089 Secunderabad. 7816727. 7801669 Guwahatl: 567385 Pune .343858. 
336106 Cochin. 354052, 374630 Indore- 540128, 98260 70098 Bhopal; 553682, 765130 Jaipur- 666871, 60302B TMvandrum: 326743 Baroda 
321492 THchy: 765498 763465 Vl|aywada' 476092 Lucknow . 238916. 98380 26013 Coimbatore : 454151,430206 

Reditfusion-r)Ym''Del-rra HIW Rl 











































Narrowing your business to just one market 



The world 


But the world is changing faster 
eveiy day. Globalization mean.s 
global competition. And global 
competition needs a powerful partner 
who understands your domestic and 
cioss border strategic business needs. 
A partner that understands you. 

Today's businesses need access 
to new markets and increased 
support in existing ones JM Morgan 
Stanley, with its unrivaled expertise 


and experience in local and 
international capital markets, is a 
catalyst for growth 

Our partnership opens up a world 
of tipportunity to be part of India's 
growth And it brings the world to 
India - capital, technology, financial 
products and services A strategic 
edge for your business. 

We've made the world a little smaller 
to help make your business big. 



JM MORGAN STANLEY 


Our network • 481 ofTices acrusK 23 countnes 

Investment Banking • In.stitutional Equity Sale:. & Trading • Fixed Income .Secunues • Retail Services 
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The headache 


Oftarpata J.=»ik?!shny Pufliic UBs^aiy 


Assertive allies band together and pose serious problems 
for the health of the B JP 


FOCUS 


You’ve got mail 

Address: The Prime Minister of 
India. New Delhi 
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lay: 
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Choking of plastic 

Before packing your food in 
polythene carry bags, make sure 
you know where they are coming 
from 




























Politicising 
Kargii _ 

T his refers to the cover 
story To the polls' To tfu 
polls’ll —14August) Now 
that the Kargii condict is tem¬ 
porarily resolved, politicians 
of all hues are going all-out 
to prepare themselves loi the 
exams called Lok Sabha 
elections. 

True, from Kargii to 
Kanyakiiniari and from the 
secession-threatened Naga 
hills to the sands of Rajputa- 
na, India is getting ready to 
vote with a vengeance. 

Much as the people ru e again- 
.st Kargii being politicised, 
lew doubt that Kargii will be 
the mam issue m the coming 
polls. 


While the BJP and its alli¬ 
ance are planning some Kar¬ 
gii hardshell through its 
national agenda to hit the 
jackpot, the Congress, on the 
other hand, makes sure that 
the B.IP hems and haws on 
certain questions like when 
exactly the Prime Minister 
A.B. Vajpayee got to know 
of the intrusion and the possi¬ 
ble intelligence failure. 

Kanchan Dutta. Sillgurl (West 
Bengal) 

■Now that the Kargii crisis 
is over, the focus is shifted to 
the elections. While the BJP 
IS basking in the glow of a 
political and military 
achievement, the Congress 
is a trifle confused. In the absr 
cncc of a definite strategy. 
Congress’ criticism of the 
war—^ill-timed, in bad taste 
and for a doubtfu 1 purpose- 
—will boomerang. 

The Congress leaders 
justify their criticism .saying 
that had it not been for the cri¬ 
minal negligence of the Vaj¬ 
payee government, the 
Pakistanis would never have 
.secured the ridges and so 
many Indian soldiers would¬ 
n't have died. But bringing 
this up now shows an incredi¬ 
ble lack of insensitivity to 
the feelings of the bereaved. 



Sonia’s limited interac¬ 
tion with the outside world 
makes her a prisoner of her 
coterie. And she finds it diffi¬ 
cult to come to terms with a 
chaotic and divisive party. 
Klran Kumar. Bllaepur 
(Madhya Pradesh). 

Breaking the 
ice _ 

T he writer has gone a little 
overboard in hailing 
Ja.swanl Singh’s China visit 
and the warmth he has creat¬ 
ed in the Indo-China rela¬ 
tions (Chopstick diplomacy. 


Spnia OandhI: praaides ovar a confuaad party 




Jaswant Sbigh: daft 
dlptomacy 

4 —10 July). Relations with 
China must improve And 
there arc no two options in 
that respect. And Jaswant 
Singh’s visit has succeeded 
in breaking the ice in Sino- 
Indian relations m the wake 
of Pokhran nuclear tests. 

But it will be a mistake to 
read too much and say that 
China is not a threat to India. 
After all, China continues to 
aid Pakistan's nucleai and 
missile programmes and is 
still in occupation of a vast 
chunk of Indian territory 
since l%2. Then why China 
has takena neutral stand and 
not a pro-Pakistan one on the 
Kargii issue ' The reasons 
are not far to seek, China 
fears that if Kargii is not 
solved, the U.S will chalk out 
a role for itself to meddle in 
the affairs of south-east Asia. 

If the NATO could intru¬ 
de into Kosovo in the name 
of human rights, China fears 
the US may indulge in adven¬ 


tures with it too in distant 
future. Also, Pakistan- 
trained Islamic fundamental¬ 
ists are creating problems for 
China in its border areas 
where Muslims live in good 
numbers. Thus Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism nurtured by 
Pakistan is a threat to China 
also. 

KalyanI, Srirangam (Tamil 
Nadu) 

The wrong 
quote 

T his refers to the story Liv¬ 
ing with the Naxals 
(13—19 June) In the excer¬ 
pts of the interview, I was 
quoted as saying "...He asks 
us to surrender and at the 
same time demands more 
funds from the Centfc to 
fight us..." This IS complete¬ 
ly incorrect because I'lc ques¬ 
tion of a sun under offet and 
our response did not come 
up in my discussions with 
your corre.spondcnt in Bastar 
and this is a wrong picscnta- 
tion of our parly ’s views on 
this issue. What we, m fact, 
discussed was chief minister 
Digvijay .Singh's offei of 
talks soon aflei he was elect¬ 
ed for a second teim last 
December. 

There isa worldofdifferen 
cc between a surrender offer 
and an offer of talks orncgoti- 
ations and this seems to have' 
been overlooked by yoiii cor¬ 
respondent. A surrcndci 
offer IS made to a defeated 
party. Our party would never 
consider an offer ol suiren 
der since it means accepting 
defeat and giving up our enti¬ 
re struggle as well as our 
aims. Besides, we have 
expanded and strengthened 
our forces and support 
among the people ever since 
we launched guerrilla strug¬ 
gle almost two decades ago, 
in the face of a relentless cam¬ 
paign of .suppression and 
extermination by the state. 

On the other hano talks 
and negotiations are com¬ 
monplace between two warr- 
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ing groups, without having 
to give up arms, territory and 
political aims. And our party 
j has never closed tlie door to 
talk.s with the government on 
specific issues provided they 
are held in a cordial atmos¬ 
phere. We are convinced that 
the cause of Indian people’s 
misery is the rale of imperi¬ 
alism, the bourgeoisc and the 
feudal forces. And they are 
the enemies of the people 
who have to be got nd of to 
liberate the people. For this, 
the people need their own 
armed strength. 

Our experience has prov¬ 
ed the correctness of this 
line We are ready for talks 
with the MP government on 
specific issues on the condi¬ 
tions laid down by oui secre¬ 
tary Bhupaihi, but this has 
nothing to do with surrender. 
Lachanna, member, 
secretariat. DKSZC. 
CPKML)-PW 


Rising to the 
occasion 


D espite the intelligence 
failure, Piime Minisici 
Vajpayee has more than 
macie up lot it by rising to the 
occasion and leading the 
country to victoiy— both 
militarily and diplomatically 
during the Kargil crisis (Can 
this man hf dejeawtl'' 

2.‘>—.11 July) India has been 
toilunalc indeed that a man 
of iiis stature has been at the 
helm of al l airs during the cri¬ 
sis. Exhibiting tremendous 
restraint even under great 
provocation. Vajpayee has 
donclndia proud in handling 
the Kargil conflict. His clean 
image has stood him in good 
stead. 

In letrospect, Vajpayee’s 
political coup was his diplo¬ 
matic victory and this began 
with his taking the initiative 
to run a cross-border bus scr- 
^ vice, which in actuality, .set 
the pace for the world accept¬ 
ing him as a man of peace 
and also enabled him to win 
over the moderates in 



1 _ L _ MiB -'ll -- 

AtalBaliarlV4ipay00:tiM Mwieon 


Pakistan By resisting the 
great temptation of gaining 
electoral mileage out nl the 
issue. Vajpayee uiideiplaycd 
the victory and has thereby 
picpared a congenial ground 
lot pursuing bilateral Indo- 
Pak talks through the Lahore 
process 

Vajpayee’s .secular cie- 
dentials is what endeared 
him to the |x;ople ol India 
and the hardliners m the pai- 
ty musi realise that his 
immense popularity is due to 
his tolerant image If the B IP 
hopes to win a clear majo 
riiy. the. party should be pre 


pared to shed their image of 
being Hindu religious funda¬ 
mentalists and adopt a more 
tolerant, .secular stand Gett¬ 
ing more people from differ¬ 
ent religions into their fold 
would be a right .step in this 
direction. 

Nalini Sudhakaran, 
Trivandrum (Keraia) 

■The story on the newly- 
acquired stature of Atal 
Behari Vaipayee. conclu¬ 
sively proses the maxihi: 
Nothing succeeds like suc¬ 
cess and nothing fails like 
failure. 


SEPARATED AT BIRTH? 
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Kantf^was NamaiSadtianBota 

Politician Historian 


ContflbutMl by NHim* BarwifM. C«icutt« (Wm! Bbnffal) 


There is no doubt that BJP 
would go all-out to take poli¬ 
tical mileage riding on the 
crest of the posi-Kargil cha¬ 
risma of Vajpayee The way 
Vajpayee has handled the 
Ktirgil crisis has turned even 
his greatest critics into admi¬ 
rers. He has become a new 
icon of free India. 

V. Sagar, New Delhi 

Ri^ choice 

T here is no gainsaying the 
fact that Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar has indisputable talent 
(Sachin: the scene-stealer, 

8—14 August). With Sachin 
at the helm, Indian cricket 
team will be immensely 
benefitied. He can 
inspire his teammates and is 
capable of instilling confid 
ence into his colleagues 
which is badly needed aftei 
the World Cup debacle. 

But with a timid team and 
an inefficient system, 
Sachin's task will be twice 
as tough 

Shyamal Gupta, Calcutta 
(West Bengal) 

Politick 

mileage 

B enazir Bhutto’s pro- 
jjeoplc straight talk appa¬ 
rently fashioned out of the 
fragile post-Kargil situation 
in Pakistan .seems to be aim¬ 
ed at providing her with the 
much-needed political milca 
gc (Benazir Bhutto, 1—7 
August) 

Former Pakistani Prime 
Minister may have succeed¬ 
ed in showing the muiky 
Pakistan politics in its true 
colours, but the rosy picture 
that her words intended to 
paint, seems dubious The 
bottomline is if the leaders of 
Pakistan learn to give more 
weightage to genuine deve¬ 
lopment in the country, it 
would go a long way in,^men- 
ding not only Pakistan ’sposi¬ 
tion vis-a-vis South-Asia but 
also strengthening their own 
position politically. 

Vanshree Agarwai, New Delhi 
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MILESTONES 


OntDt Ramnafh Paikcr, 
fonxier Test opeiuB'. on 
i 11 August, in Soisabay. 

I tfew«is52. . 

■ ’ ' /" ; ' 
flilLWPt ly ufotHudge . 
coMOitution Bench of the 
Sujane^CoaitthEU merit 
alone can bfe the basis of 
setectioQ of candidates 
for admission to 
super'speciality courses 
in medicines and 
engineering. 

BAMNlDs Amor 
Meyebela, Taslima 
Nasreon’s latest novel, 
by the Bangladeshi, 
government, because "its 
contents might bun 


existing social systems 
and religious sentiments 
of the people*, 

■AlOlBO: smoking on 
boardall Air India 
flights, barring those to 
the Gulf, Hong Kong and 
Japan, fiom 15 August 



SIGHT gsOUND 



MAVAKAMATH-r^FASM/vAGt 


■ The country cannot afford to have a caretaker government at the Centre at thiN .stage when the 
enemy is out to have a cold war or warm war. whatever you call ii, a war. 

B A I. T II A C K r U A Y Shiv Sena chief. 

■ We will take revenge in occupied Kashmir m a w'uy that will be remembcicd by India for years. 

S Y t; D S A I A If t‘ 1) D I N, suinrmi't (imnhindcriil rlit' Hicliiil Mti/iihiihrii 

B The presence of iSl imd their agents in this region is not new We have, on many occa.sions, 
drawn the Union govcminent's attention to this development 

S. C. J A M I R. Nci ualtiml < Inti mini stci 


AWAROIOttoNffmd} 
BruhmachariUhe 
Foreign Writers’ Award 
of Norway, for his book 
of poems Sparks In The 
5»{>w. Heisthefirst 
fodian to recei ve this 
award. 



■ We are not on the brink of a war. I 
don’t visualise any threat from 
Pakistan...but we are prepared to face 
any problem. 

G H O R C, n F L R N A N D 1. S chiem r mmiMi-i 


MLicnoi 

Jydtirmoyee Stkdar, 
athlete, the Rb,^v • 
Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award, for her 
performance in the 
Bangkok Asian Games. 

SIONIOsbyBbaichung 
Bhutia, footballer, a 
three-year cmitract with 
Engli^ second'diviaion 
oltfoBury PC. 


■ Mr Jyoii Basu is a de facto PCC president and should be called a Marxi.st (Congress) leader. 
M A M A T A B A N E R J F. K. Trinamul Congreti Icadei 

■ At the moment, the country doesn’t have enough players of international level to have two 
teams (forTcsts and One-I)ays) like Australia. 

A N S H U M A N G A I- K W A D. InJuin t rirkcuoach 

■ Everyone is a commodity out here. Whoever sells the most is loved the most. 

S U .S H M I T A S F, N. film slur 
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IEmR I 


EIEIN 


This time it’s all on the record 


Sonia Gandhi's first press conference 



YES, MADAM?; Sonia Gandhi with Anil Shastri at the press conference 


F irst cainc the chiinu has They may hold fancy 
titles such as the chaimian of the publicity coni- 
tnitlcc. chairman of the manifesto committee, 
uencral secretary anti party sptikespcrson, but at ttie 
eiitl of the day, they weie no better than the ordinary 
Se\ a Dal woilci as they ran around lookini’ (ora flap, to 
drape the pttdium with or htinled foi acassette ol Vaiide 
Mauaaiii to play at the beginning of the (unction And 
(hen. posiiionetl themselves near the stage so mat 
Madam could see them w hen she walketl m 

In (act, even members of the party’s highest decision¬ 
making body — the working committee — made sure 
that they anived I.S minutes early, so that they could 
get piime seats in the first row, all the betlci to be seen' 
After all. .Soma Gandhi was coming to the AlCC to 
release the party’s manifesto, and each wanted to make 
his presence telt Shivraj Patil. Anil Shasiri and Oscar 
Fernandes were die fust to airive They spent the time 
directmg the placement of chairs, skipping nimbly 
undei the ropes as they scurued to and fro — cluickmg 
the nukes et al 

Another early arrival was Dr Manmohan Singh (he 
later joined Soma on the podium and kick-started his 
personal poll campaign by giving an economics-heavy 
speech that would go down well with the middle class 
of South Delhi, but bored the rest of us) Pranab Muk- 
herjee. howevei. was there before him He thumbed 
anxiously through the rnanife.sto while waiting for 
Soma -- probably looking for a last-minute spelling 
‘mishtakc’. Next to him .stood Kapil Sibal. And at 


some distance awav stood Kamal Nath. 

Finally, the event that Congressmen were waiting 
for happened. Ni-i, not the release of the manifesto bin 
Soma Gandhi's airival Someone had the brainwave to 
kick-start the function with Vande Mataram. for that 
gave Congiessmen a face-saving excuse tor struggling 
to theii feet when their leader walked in 

The party president then rele.ased the mariitesio (the¬ 
re's even an Urdu edition of it— so, that makes it one 
more than the BJP) and ended hci speech by saying that 
all (hose on the dais would now answer cjuesiions And 
s.iid with a knowing laugh, “including myself" 

And so began Soma’s first press conicrcncc 
Unfortunately for the C'ongrc.ss piesidenl, her c'wn 
men have little faith in her ability to handle uncomforta¬ 
ble situations. Interrupting the lournahsi who had 
begun asking the first question, party spokesperson 
Anil Shastri declared from his vantage point on the 
podium. "1 will call out the names ot the persons who 
will ask the questions " 

This led to a great deal of outrage and accusations ol 
the press conference having been ‘docli ired’ 11 w as pro¬ 
bably then that Soma realised that the event was going 
to boomerang very badly — and took charge She prti- 
ceeded to answer all the questions fielded to hei. regard¬ 
less of the fact whether Shastri called out then names or 
not. 

Soma doesn't have a problem facing the media, but 
what does she do about overzcalous chumchas’’ • 
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No peace in sight 


Pakistan provokes an escalation of tension 


Something like the shooting down of a 
Pakistani marine reconnaissance aircraft 
was waiting to happen. What is more, let no 
one be under any illusion that the problem 
will not recur. It is possible that those in Isla¬ 
mabad who mouthed the spying operation 
did not foresee the fate the Atlantique air¬ 
craft will meet. After all, they had managed 
to get away with eight earlier intrusions in the same area. 

The core reality, however, is that Pakistan is hell-bent on 
upping the ante with India and there is going to be no let-up in 
this dangerous determination. The reasons are not far to seek. 

Pakistan, as a state, has been not only wounded but also 



Pakistani armed forces are in 
search of vulnerable Indian spots 
to take some action, if it becomes 
necessary, to mollify the 
Pakistanis who felt "betrayed'* by 
Sharif's pusillanimity 


humiliated by its fiHilhardy Kargil misadventure. Nawaz .Sha¬ 
rif. until only the other day the most powerful Pak PM since 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto during his heyday, finds himself driven to 
the wall. 

At home he is under attack from both sides. From the rabid 
Islami.sts, with close links with the army, for having 
"betrayed" and "back-stabbed" the Kargil "Mujahideen", a 
laughable euphemism for the regular soldiers out of uniform 
And from the liberal and basically sound Pakistanis, for hav¬ 


ing behaved with unpardonable recklessness and then caved 
in abjectly. 

To keep up the tension with India and to up the ante without 
risking an all-out war, is the best possible strategy Pakistan’s 
beleaguered regime, civilian and military, can adopt. Such a 
course has an added advantage for the rulers of Pakistan. 
■Since the revival of the Lahore process will be impossible in 
the midst of tension and provocations, Islamabad can go on a 
diplomatic offensive, complaining of "Indian intransigence". 
It can al.so hope that this time around, the US will back 
Pakistan, rather than India. Especially if the frightening 
vision of a "nuclear exchange" is conjured up from time to 
time. 

It IS m this context that the first comments of the official 
spokesman of the US state department, James Rubin, should 
be kept in mind. Rubin was very particular about remaining 
neutral on the question whelhei the Pakistani plane was shot 
down over the Indian or Pakistani territory-. He al.so stuck to 
the suggestion that the talks between the two neighbours be 
resumed as early as possible And, of course, he repeatedly cal¬ 
led for "restraint on both sides" 

There need be no mystery about the phenomenon of the 
wreckage of the spy plane falling on both sides of the border 
area the Pakistani Atlantique was snooping aiound Distances 
being small and the aircraft Hying ,ii very high speed, this kind 
of thing usually happens However, it seems that the bodies of 
five officers and all othci personnel m the aiicialt have fallen 
on the Pakistani side If it was a "loutine" training llight. .is tlic 
high-powered Pakistani piopagandists aie blandly claiming, 
what on earth were five "senior officers" doing in the aiicraft. 
equipped with the most sophisticated spy equipment ’ 

The honest answer to the question is that the Pakisiam aim¬ 
ed lorces are in seaich o( vulnerable Indi.in s(iots to take some 
action, if it becomes necessary, to mollify die Pakistani.s who 
felt "betrayed" by Sharif s piisillanimiiy It should be no sur¬ 
prise that then choice fell on the maishes of Kutch which had 
come in very handy as a prelude to the l%? wai, too. 

Incidentally, Pakistan had only thiee Fiench-built Allan- 
tiquc aircraft. One of these has now been knocked down. This 
IS a serious loss for Islamabad, not easily replaceable In other 
res|x:cts also the Pakisiaiti position is equally precarious. 

In lespcct of the infoi mation wai, however. Pakistanis out¬ 
class their lackadaisical and complacent opposite numbers 
heic. Once again, Pakistan was the first to publicise the news 
and twisting it to its advantage. Almost immediately the 
Pakistani information minister, Mushahid Hussain, was on 
the BBC to shed tears over India's "wanton aggression on an 
unarmed aircraf t within Pakistani tenitory". 

By contrast, the only thing the BBC could get from New 
Delhi was a bald statement from the "Indian armed forces". It 
was hours after Hussain, .Sailaj A/iz and other Pakistanis had 
their say that George Fernandes made a brief appe.irance on 
telly screens. • 


SUNDAY i?- 2eAitoi«l 


8 










Th0 PM Iwing wvlcomed in Lucknow: exfioctations boiled 

Lesson from 
Lucknow 


r C'ongressnien failed to capitalise 
on the Bollywood giant Dilip 
Kumar's presence as the party’s 
star campaigner, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, too, chose not to lag 
too lar behind in cashing in on Prime 
Minister Atal Behan Vajpayee's public 
rally last fortnight at Lucknow. 

Blit just as Congressmen failed to rise 
to the occasion and make efforts to mobi¬ 
lise ciowds for Dilip Kumar’s public 
meeting, the BJP bigwigs in UP remain¬ 
ed complacent and could not ensure a 
decent gathering at the first election ral¬ 
ly of dieir most popular leader. 

The historic Begum Hazrat Mahal 
I Park, where Vajpayee has pulled huge 
crowds on many irccasions in the past, 
looked hall -empty as the Prime Minister 

L_ 
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Vajpayee's rally in his 
home constituency 
shows that the BJP 
should not sit hack in 
complacency 


rode on to the impressively decorated 
podium. 

Very much in line with the Congres¬ 
smen. who deferred Dilip Kumar’s arri¬ 
val until it got dark so that he could not 
get ari idea of the thin attendance, the 
BJP bosses, too, made it a point to keep 
Vajpayee away until the glare of halo¬ 
gens could be focused towards the pod¬ 


ium — keeping Vajpayee blind to the 
ground reality. 

.Sure enough, Vajpayee’s rally remai¬ 
ned a damp squib — leaving the cam¬ 
paign managers high and dry. Whcthei it 
had to do with the ongoing infighting in 
the party is not known. But the foct 
remains that this was the poorest ever ral¬ 
ly of the BJP veteran in his home consti¬ 
tuency. It was no better than his conten¬ 
der to the Prime Minister’s Ihione, .Sonia 
Gandhi’s first election rally at Varana.si 
last month. 

N ot only did the organisers not bother 
to spread the word around that Vaj¬ 
payee would address the meeting at the 
local park, but they also concealed from 
the Prime Minister that the Lucknow 
Bench of the Allahabad High Court had 




NEWSWATCH 


imposed a ban on political rallies in that "That was also the reason why so many 
park on all weekdays. people did not turn up. After all, this was 

After this violation of the court order not a politick rally but a civic function 

was reported in the media, the saffron organised by the Nagar Nigam." The 

satraps managed to convince Vajpayee neta, known to be close to Vajpayee and 
that since the rally was in the nature of a involved in putting up the show, clai- 
civic reception in recognition of his med, "You will see how crowds swarm 



WMc was trying to capitalise on the 

Kar^l "vktiwy”, UP dhirf minister Kalyan Singh 
was focusing his latest fad: decentralisatimi of 
power to the grass*roots level 

grand succes.s at Kargil, it did not when weorgani.se his political rallies" 
amount to contempt of court. So, when On liis part, Vajpayee look the 
he was confronted with a query at a press opportunity to ftxus on Kargil 01 cour 
conference before the rally, Vajpayee se, the stress remained on how he was 
promptly retorted. "Well, the position responsible for ensunng India's victory 
has been fully clarified and there is no He took off on an emotional note. "1 had 
violation." gone to Lahore with a message of peace. 

Later, a .senior BJP leader said, "You but what 1 received in return was 
.see. we aie not novices; we had disci eel- betrayal." 

ly selected the dale—9 August, the Quit To dnve home the point that his war 
India Day." Another leader quipped, against Pakistan was different from the 


ones in the past, he pointed out, "This 
was the first time that India did not con¬ 
cede an inch of land to the enemy — 
unlike the past wars when each time 
India lost some bit of land." But even * 
this f iiled to evoke a befitting applause 
from the audience. 

E arlier during the day, at a press confe¬ 
rence, the Prime Minister made it 
clear that those guilty of lapses that led 
to the situation in Kargil would soon be 
taken to task. He said that "the probe 
panel set up by the government will also 
go into the intelligence failure", unwit¬ 
tingly contradicting defence minister ’ 
George Fernandes' observation that the 
terms of reference of the enquiry did not 
have anything to do with "intelligence 
failure" 

For the benefit of the morale of the for¬ 
ces, he narrated how widows of several 
Kargil martyrs had reacted at the funeral 
of their spouses." 1 was really touched to * 
find a widow telling mourners not to 
weep as tears were not meant for paying 
homage to martyrs," he remarked, 
adding, "ii left me with a mixed sense of 
pnde and sorrow " 

With the entire speech devoted to Kar¬ 
gil, Vajpayee made it clear that the 
"warlike situation" with Pakistan would 
remtiin the B.TP's inain.stay at the com- j 
ing elections IftheOpposition was train , 
mg Its guns on the BJP by terming Kar | 
gil as a black spot in the Vajpayee 1 
government's lepori card, here was the | 
Prime Mini.sler terming Kaigi! as one ol 
the key achievements of his goicrnment. 

Apparently, the BJP leadership had 
di\'i(led the roles of national and stale- 
level leaders engaged in the campaign 
While Vajpayee w'as trying to capitalise 
on the Kargil "victory". IFttar Pradesh 
ehiel minister Kalyan Singh was focus¬ 
ing on his latest fad — decentralisation 
of power to the grass- roots level. 

Vajpayee has before him a hectic sche¬ 
dule He IS to address two rallies shortly 
in Varana.sj and Kanpur —- the two 
major political sectors where the party 
faces stiff challenge from a strong albeit 
divided Opposition 

Of course, having learnt their les.son 
in Lucknow, the rally managers are 
bound to be more careful and painstak¬ 
ing—and least of all, not to sit back com¬ 
placently in the hope that crowds will 
automatically get magnetised in the 
name of the party's star campaignei Atal 
Behari Vajpayee. • 

Shant PnaHum/Lueknow 


10 


SUNDAY 2? AiiguM 1 



Testing time 

The Muslim mood in UP is changing. But will 
it translate into votes for the Congress? 


eniabagh is one place in 
Benares where for centur¬ 
ies Hinduism and Islam 
have jostled for physical 
and spiritual space. The 
believers of the two faiths, on the contra¬ 
ry. have found ample good sense in coha¬ 
biting peacefully and thus maximising 
their last rupee. It is this desirable con¬ 
tradiction between faiths and practices 
I that has influenced politics and culture. 

Therefore, it was not surprising that 
Soma Gandhi chose to address her meet- 
■ing here in 1998. The calculations of her 
handlers were that if Sonia made an 
impact here, she would have little pro¬ 
blems with the bigots of either Hindu¬ 
ism or Islam. 

Her public meeting by any reckoning 
was unprecedented. Members of the 
minority community safely outnumber¬ 
ed others. Many of them came not to see 
the Nehru Gandhi family in its new Itali¬ 
an avatar, but to feel for thcmscl \'cs whe¬ 
ther she had it in hei to protect their 
cause. Upper caste Hinuds came to find 
out whether she could recapture the old 
magic 

It was apparent that the audience was 
looking more at her as a future bet. "We 
came to sec her not for this election but 
for the next one," enlightened a minority • 
schoolteacher. Not unexpectedly the 
Congress sank without a trace. Huge 
crowds but no votes. 

The same story was repeated in other 
parts of LIttar Pradesh. The Congress bar¬ 
ely managed six per cent votes. The 
minorities, for whose support the Con¬ 
gress had been pining for since the fate¬ 
ful day when its government granted per¬ 
mission knshilanyas at Ayodhya, refus¬ 
ed to oblige. They gave their full back¬ 
ing to the Samajwadi Party and 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. Even the Bahu- 
jan Samaj Party put up a decent show. 

But 1998 provided enough evidence 
that the electoral choices of the minorit¬ 
ies were transitory. Whether in Ghosi, 
Gorakhpur or Gonda on the one hand, or 
Allahabad, Amroha or Aonia on the 

•UNOAY2:; -38 August 1999 







Entry of Sonia Gandhi in politics holds out a 
promise for the beleaguered minorities. They 
hope for a return of the old order, where an 
enlightened dynasty looked after the interest of 
the subjects 
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other, Muslims had begun to betray 
unease with the Mulayam brand of 
aggressive minorityism. Everywhere 
the refrain was, "Next time Sonia." Her 
foreign birth, her inexperience, her 
incomprehensible accent and her aloof¬ 
ness were not held against her at all. 

The Congress president and her strate¬ 
gists also wove their electoral .strategy 
around the expccterl minority supptrrt. 
Thus, Salman Khurshid was appointed 
UPCC president. The reasoning was 
that if the minoniies — with about 
12-15 per cent population — could 
extend support to the Congress, they 
could help the party recover its lost glory. 

The minorities, too, reali.sed that their 
political clout could only reveal itself 
when they supported a party like the 
Congress. "The steady decline of the 
Congress, m reality, has diminished the 
value of the 'Muslim vote’." claims Pro¬ 
fessor Mushirul Hasan. 

All these factors contributed in build¬ 
ing a climate of opinion in favour of the 
Congres.s. In 1999, the circumstances in 
which Mulayam put a spoke in the ambi¬ 
tions of Sonia Gandhi to form the 
government was resented by the minori¬ 
ties. They did not want the BJP govern¬ 
ment to continue. 

Before hostilities began at Kargil, the 
Congress .seemed resurgent enough to 
stop the BJP from coming to power at 
the Centre. The calculation was that the 
Congress would get the support of the 
minorities and the upper castes who 
were angry with Kalyan Singh for ignor¬ 
ing their interest. If the BJP could be 
' .stopped in LIP, it would not be able to 
form goveniment in Delhi. 

T he "almost war" with Pakistan may 
have changed the way people per¬ 
ceive politics. A recent trip to some parts 
of the state clearly shows how Kargil 
has affected the psyche of the Hindus 
and Muslims Interestingly, they arc 
totally at variance 

The Hindu middle class gave an 
impression of being totally in love with 
the BJP for the manner in which Prime 
Minister Atal Behan Vajpayee managed 
to get Indian territory vacated from 
invaders. 

Because of its anli-Islamic and 
jingoistic symbolism, Kargil provided 
an opportunity to the sanf>h parivar to 
bring about communal consolidation. 
Its cause was further buttressed by 
Western fears about global Islamic 
militancy. 

Kargil also allowed the Mittf'h parivar 


to lay down the yardstick of loyalty. 
Body bags helped to whip up nationalis¬ 
tic sentiments. In many cases national¬ 
ism was shown to be synonymous with 
Hinduism. 

Film star Dilip Kumar was pressured 
to give up a Pakistani award. Nishan- 
e-Imtiaz, till Prime Minister Vajpayee 
bailed him out. Maulana Ali Mian, the 
rector of an Islamic university at 
Lucknow, was asked to apologise for 
something that he claimed he had not sta- 
teil. All this contributed in feeding mino- 
nty fears. "We have been forced to pro¬ 
ve our loyalty under duress," claimed 
Nihaluddin, part-time politician and ful¬ 
l-time bank employee. 

Harassed by history and circumstan¬ 
ces, Muslims drew comfort from the 
sacrifice of some of the Muslim soldiers 


in Kargil. Opinion makers like Sajjad 
Nomani in Lucknow are at pains to tell 
everyone that 19 Muslim soldiers lost 
their lives frotii UP alone. There are 
others who have participated in demon¬ 
strations against Pakistan. "It is pathetic 
to watch people desperately trying to 
prove their loyalty. It is an evidence of 
their defensiveness." explains Muslim 
leader and editor of Muslim India, Syed 
Shahabuddin. 

Happenings in Kargil have led to grea¬ 
ter receptiveness among.st the minorities 
for the Congress’s criticism of the 
government and about the intelligence 
failure. Nomani, leader of the Milli coun¬ 
cil, feels that there is more to Kargil than 
meets the eye. 

The so-called communal divide on 
what constitutes the truth about Kargil 



The circumstances in 
which Mulayam Singh 
Yadav put a spoke in the 
ambitions of Sonia 
Gandhi to form the 
government was 
resented by the 
minorities. They did not 
want the BJP 
government to continue 


would certainly reveal itself during the 
elections. For the first time since the 
demolition oi'the Babri Masjid the mino¬ 
rities are aggressively talking of the 
Congress. 

But sentiments nontially do not squa¬ 
re with the way the Muslims have been 
voting in the past ten years. Their effort'' 
largely have been to find a party that can 
defeat the BJP. If the support base of the 
Congress is anything to go by — Soma's 
presence notwithstanding — then it 
should not inspire confidence 

As of now it has neither the Brahmins 
nor the Scheduled Castes. Over the 
years both these constituencies have 
crossed over to other parties. What if the 
Congress, in spite of an aggressive cam¬ 
paign by Sonia, fails to get the suppoi • of 
other castes and social groups? In tho.se 
circumstances, many feel, the minority 
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vote will get scattered. 

In different constituencies it would 
look for a candidate capable of winning 
against the BJP. It will vacillate between 
^the BSP and the Congress. In some 
places it may still vote for Mulayam’s 
party. 

"Minorities are also looking at the 
BSP and the promise of forming a social 
coalition with the untouchables," expan¬ 
ded Shahabuddin. He claimed in an edi¬ 
torial that the BJP would use every tnck 
in the trade to break the unity of the .secu¬ 
lar forces and scatter votes in Muslim- 
concentrated constituencies. 

'Phe Congress’s collapse may have 
contributed in weakening the Muslim 
factor, but the real reason behind its pro¬ 
gressive decline in importance is the 
growing communalisation of those com¬ 


E nti 7 of Sonia Gandhi in politics, for] 
this reason, holds out a promise for' 
the beleaguered minorities. 

They hope for a return of the old order 
—where an enlightened dynasty looked 
after the interest of the subjects. But com¬ 
promises with corrupt, criminal and 
communal elements have robbed the par¬ 
ty of all the ideals of freedom struggle 
that it stood for. Committed workers, 
too, have deserted it. 

At the ground level, it has been diffi¬ 
cult to find anyone talking of the Con¬ 
gress. It neither attracts the young nor 
binds the old to its cause For years it has 
been impossible for the party to have 
committed polling agents to man booths 
in various parts of UP. Party leaders 
claim that all the.se years the minorities 
had been passionately doing this job 


without asking for returns. For them 
democracy is not merely exercising 
their franchise but an intervention to pro¬ 
tect their lives and livelihood. 

But after they deserted the party there 
has been no one who had the vest^ inte¬ 
rests to sec whether votes were polled 
for the Congress. So, was it surprising to 
see so many Congress candidates losing 
their deposits? One sure sign of the Con¬ 
gress resurgence would be the number 
of election agents it can mu.stcr up on pol¬ 
ling day. 

However, Muslims feel comfortable 
supporting a party if that has its own sup¬ 
port base. Besides protection from com¬ 
munal elements it also gives them a chan¬ 
ce to articulate then views by getting 
refiresentalion in the Assembly or Parlia¬ 
ment. Due to this they have backed from 
time to time a Yadav-based party like 
the SP and the party of the oppressed, 
the BSP 

It was due to these reasons that the 
Congress was very keen to have an alli¬ 
ance with the BSP. But dismal perform 
ance in the past plus the reluctance of 
B.SP leader Mayawati spoiled the Con¬ 
gress’s designs The only alliance the' 
Congress may have is with Ajit Singh's 
Lok Dal thai could lead to a Jat-Muslim 
alliance in some of the seats of western 
UP. 

Congress leaders also claim that the 
minority vote cannot become irrelevant 
if it decides to go en bloc. According to 
their thesis, in a low voter turnout the 
Muslim vote can make non.scnsc of all 
psephological predictions This is parti¬ 
cularly so if the fight IS four-cornered or 
five-cornered — as it is likely to be ih 
Uttai Pradesh 

These leaders assert that the minorit¬ 
ies should not follow the strategy of sear¬ 
ching for the candidate that can defeat 
the BJP That would .scatter their votes. 
On the contrary, a solid vote for the Con¬ 
gress. they claim, can ensure that it does 
not result in a communal backlash. 

The BJP hopes to turn the posl-Kargil 
nationalistic fervour to its advantage. 
Soma Gandhi is in dither how this will 
translate itself for her party 

About a month back when the Kargil 
crisis was at its peak, Sonia went to Beni- 
abagh again. The place seemed frozen in 
time but with a difference. There were 
no crowds. Soma, who once got a full 
house and no votes, would fervently 
hope that all those who saw her last year 
would come and vote for her this time. • 
Sattfmy Kmpoor/Bmnmm* and 
Lucknow 
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munities that the minorities normally 
voted with. For example, the Muslims 
mostly voted together with the Brah¬ 
mins and the Scheduled Castes. This is 
true of both the "upper caste” and "lower 
caste" Muslims who arc bound with cor¬ 
responding Hindu castec with shared 
customs. 

Not, only this relationship provides 
protection — that normally comes in 
rfumbers — but also gave minorities an 
opportunity to influence decision mak¬ 
ing by the secular ruling elite of an evolv¬ 
ing Indian society. Fragmentation of the 
social coalition of the Congress left the 
minorities at the mercy of the unenlighte¬ 
ned sections of the society that had little 
ideological stake in .secularism. It is due 
to this reason that the dividing line bet¬ 
ween the secular and communal parties 
has got so blurred. 


"It is pathetic to watch 
people desperately 
trying to prove their 
loyalty. It is an evidence 
of their defensiveness," 
explains Muslim leader 
and editor of Muslim 
India, Syed 
Shahabuddin 
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Assertive allies band together and pose 
serious problems for the health of the B JP 

A tal Behari Vajpayee has faced many uncomfortable ques¬ 
tions, but this was one he couldn't answer. During the 
release of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) mani¬ 
festo, he was asked whether George Fernandes was pres- ' 

ent on the dais as a member of the vSamata Party or the Jana- Fnr Primp 


A tal Behari Vajpayee has faced many uncomfortable ques¬ 
tions, but this was one he couldn't answer. During the 
release of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) mani¬ 
festo, he was asked whether George Fernandes was pres¬ 
ent on the dais as a member of the vSamata Party or the Jana¬ 
ta Dal (United). Vajpayee tried to pass the buck. "I am not the one this 
question should be addressed to." he said. 

Everyone then looked at Fernandes who was sitting on the Prime 
Minister’s left. Fernandes, however, looked down and said nothing. 
Finally, it was Pramod Mahajan who saved the day. "He is here in his 
capacity as the convenor of the NDA. That's all," he said. Later, a BJP 
leader explained the predicament of his party: "Kya kareti^Ni^altc 
nahin banta aur u^falta nahin banta (What can we do? It is an allian¬ 
ce. We can neither spit our allies out, nor can we swallow them)." 

For the BJP, all set to come to power on a Kargil-induced victory 
wave, the sudden — and undiscus.sed—decision of George Fcnnin- 
des and Ramakrishna Hegde to include the Janata Dal in their allian¬ 
ce, came as a bolt from the blue. For the Karnataka and Bihai' units, it 
was an unpleasant bolt. In Bangalore, for months they had worked to 
oust the J.H. Patel government. Now they were to fight side by side 
with them and actually aid their victory. 

Little wonder then that on the day of the release of the manifesto of 
the NDA, Patel and Co. did not attend the meeting. And an hour after 
the manifesto was relea.sed. Ramakrishna Hegde, closeted in a closed- 
door meeting with Mahajan, Fernandes and Jaswant Singh, emerged 
looking dow’ncast. "The trust which should be there [betvt^een allies] 
is not there," he said and left. 

And this was the state of affairs on 16 August, days before the last 
date of withdrawals of the nominations for the 1999 elections. 

TO THOSE WHO have been watching politics of and between the 
Janata Party/Janata Dal and the BJP, the.se hiccups 


For Prime 
Minister Atal 
Behari 

Vajpayee, aii 
set to come to 
power on a 
Kargil-induced 
victory wave, 
the sudden— 
and 

undiscussed— 
decision of 
George 

Fernandes and 
Ramakrishna 
Hegdeto 
include the 
Janata Dai in 
their alliance 
came as a bolt 
from the blue 
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GEORGE FERNANDES 



RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE 
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WlKHnthe PM r^es on in tielwA; andhow mudi 



M. KARUNANIDHlI 





Ona scale cften, wfmgets^nut3iimumimr1csfrimAt(d^ieheBfiJSiij^ 
payee on performance and trust—a chediAist ^some oftke m^r ■ , 
allies: '• 7 %^ 

George Femrate; 8 \ 

Fernandes has neva hidden die fact dud he wtwld have liked Prime 
Vajpayee to be iiKHe assertive and tough ~and has, time and again, tokf 
PM this. 

However, die has his own views onFmuuides’ political 
cially his tendency to be ‘habitaidly natb^Kited' on issues concemii^dim:^ ^ 
govemmenL But Fomamles is a uscdhl pemrn to haite uoand, pattic&M^i^’.!: 
he was responsihh; for brit^i^ around Ae Janata Dat which wetddatd w it; ■ 
coufltafpoisetothe]»«$stHeofthe.fiSffgftpaWtar. ; ■' 


FAROOQ ABDULLAH 


Ever since die Lok Shakti joined die BJP alliance, and vowed to stamp out the 
roie of die likes of H.D. Cteve Gowda, Kamakrishna Hegde has been ^ PM’s 
valuabie ally. Although the commoce minister’s performmice has left much 
to be desired, he has been in ccmtrol of the Lok Shtdcti and smoothened thepadi 
of the BJP, the bigger ^y. 

Now, however, the situation has slijf^ied out of cwitrol. The BJP in tCtmiata*' 
ka is worried at die prospect of a much bigger, strongw Lok Shsdcti than exist¬ 
ed cHiginally, 

Maffi 8 taBan»jee:€ 

Despite Baneijee’s somewhat mercurial personality and temperament,* Vaj- 
payw finds her the easiest ally to deal with. She has managed to get a lot for her 
state, tike die West Bengal Development Package, which has helped her 
expand the Tiinamol Congress’s base. 

From the PM’s point <rf view, this is just fine because it helps him in neutrati^, 
sing the songh and other (tetractors. 

NaveeDPidiu^:4 ’ 

A.B. y^^yee has nothing Naveen Patnaik. But he does wishhC; 

would get act togt^her be^se repeated splits in die Biju Janata Dad reflect 

badly tm die alliance. PatnaUt, on the other hand, is Stniggluig to get his party 
under control and would be much happier if the Bajrang Dal and tte RSSx:arri- 
ed out more massacres cd Quistian missionariies so that the Congress govern¬ 
ment in Orissa cpulddien be bhuned. ' 

F«ooqAldM:4 

This isdie same marL who during die vpteof nmfidence, wentandnietlheC’pa^f. 
gresspresid«it. Althou# bis party did voi» with the BJP, diere was 

tee dial the NadonsJ C^erence woidd stand by the BJP.' 

AbAiUah represents die greatest feather in the BJP's crown: he »testimony 
to the secularism ofV^payee. But he is ^sodeeeply unstable, tendihg tobend 
towards the winning skfe 

M.KiniBaoi(&u:i 

Uie Prime MmfetesiEi^hse4 toiwtk the DMKjovemmentih 

res^ pm dut^loet j&rg^ 
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are nothing now I'wo sets ol parties, till 
recently opposed to each other, sudden¬ 
ly doing a deal, is bound to have adverse 
ramit'ications The pioblem, explained 
BJP strategists, was not sir much with 
Biha.’’ us with Karnataka. In Bihar, the 
» slate unit had agreed to accommodate 
the Janata Dal and others such as Anand 
Mohan Singh But the crux of the pro¬ 
blem w'as in Karnataka, where the slate 
would be going in for polls, both at the 
Assembly and the Lok Sabha level the 
BJP, the Lok Shakti and J.H Patel's 
Janata Dal had then eye on the chief 
ministerial seat 

The central BJP leadoiship tried to 
peisuade its state unit not to take such a 
short-sighted view of events. And cited 
the example of Goa During the Assemb¬ 
ly elections held in June, the Prime Mini¬ 
ster was keen to forge an alliance with 
the Maharashtravadi Gomantak Party 
(MGP) in Goa. But the state unit was 
dead .set against it. It argued that it was m 
a position to strengthen its hold on the 
state and so did not want to bog itself 
I down with an alliance with the MGP. 

The BJP did improve its tally in the 
state — It doubled its seats from four to 
eight. But that was the sum total of its 
achievements. It did not get to form the 


L.K. Advanl: RSS 

acknowiMiga him aa a battar man 
to handia tha quaatlon and aganda 
of tha RSS. This issua has also 
oecurrad to tha non-BJP alllas in 
tha coalition 

government at the state level and also, in 
the process, it lost out a valuable ally at 
the national level The MGP has tied up 
with the Congress, thus giving the Con¬ 
gress a sure seat from Ramakant Khal- 
lap’s constituency. 

At a time when one vote ciui make all 
the difference, Vajpayee saw this as a 


Vajpayee knows what the 
fallout of the BJP securing 
near majority could be. He 
is more comfortable with 
non-BJP forces to balance 
his own party’s strength. At 
this moment, the party is 
reconciled to having 
Vajpayee as Prime Minister 


major loss It was probably then that he 
decided to take matters into his own 
hands. His logic seems to be. give in 
now rather than beg for that seat later. 
After all, point out his Jidvisers, during 
the vole of confidence the BJP went beg¬ 
ging to Ram Vilas Paswan, Ambansh, 
l.K. Gujral and others for help. Then 
they were not obliged to support the 
BJP. It made sense to include them into 
the alliance at this stage rather than to 
beg for that vote later. ■" 

But It was not hard to understand the 
central and state-level BJP leaders^ 
hysteria and fears. The possibility that 
the NDA would swamp the BJP and 
hijack its electoral gams is never far 
from the mind of a suspicious BJP leader¬ 
ship. The Karnataka unit argued this 
most forcefully. "Look at us," they said, 
"We had a chance ol forming a govern¬ 
ment at the Centre. Now, with this irres¬ 
ponsible and short-sighted alliance, we 
have lost the chance to fomi a govern¬ 
ment in the state." 

The central Icadeiship argues that the 
BJP hadn’t a hope m hell of forming a 
government in Karnataka. Instead now, 
at least the opposition to the Congress 
will be unified. And as to the fear of 
being swamped, during a meeting Pra- 


SUNDAV 22 28 August 1999 


17 





Nombera Game 


The size of the problem in Karnataka 


Namcofreglwu BMAALMIE 

Number of offistiteffldes: 1 |BkMMaagu(li) 

Pndytem: The $itiia£ MLA* N^e Gowda, who was 
earlier wilh the B3P is contesting as an Ind^ndent. 
This crmstituency comprises pntnanly the ^ucated 
uito middle cm. Hie JD(U) is interested m 
B^vaagudi as Nanje Gowda is an Independent and the 
constituency is ‘free’ for them- the BJP. 
Basvangudi hae an electoral profile tailonnade for them 
to win. 

Nttieefr«i^:IMI6AUmE 

NanbatrfcoDstitoencies: 1 (UttanriiallO 

PrdUeDi: 1108 is one of the largest Assembly 
constituencies with over ten lakh voters. The BJP has 
nmominated its sittii^ MLA. This has caused a lot of 
'Aiction because the JD(II) has been eyeing this 
segment for a long time, Hie Assembly seat is crucial to 
win the Lok Sobha sear and the JD(U) is finding it 
drfficulttoletgo. 


Number t^AssemUy s^pnents: 22 

Problem: Hie entire distnet could give the BJP and the ‘ 
Janata Dal(U) some trouble since both are interested in 
the larger portion of Hie pie. The mam bone of 
contention will be the constituencies witside the city. 

There is a larger concentration of Lingayats and 
backward castes which is b«»ng wooed by the Janata 
Dal{U). the Lok Shakti aid the BJP. In a three-way 
split, guess who gains'^ '* 

Name of region: DNARWAD (NORTN AND SOUTH) 

Number of Assembly constituencies: 32 

Problem: The Lok Shakti alieady has a presence there. 

The BJP IS also eyeing the distnct, paradoxically since 
Dharwad (south) has a significant concentration of 
Muslims. The BJP wants to cash in on the polansaiion 
of votes, basically to exploit the religious sentiment. 



Yashwant tlnlM: In Blhw, thara la avan a auggaatlon that If thara la 
too much dHforonco of opinion In tho BJP about ehlof minlstorshlp, 
ho couM bocomo a compromlso cholco 


mod Mdhajdn nuidt a valid point He 
adiiiessedtht parti ■'torictinthatanalli 
ancL between the Satnala tin. lanataPar 
ty and the I ok Shakti would stienglhen 
the electoral performance ol these part 
les and atgued that whde* the alliance 
would help the Janata I)al(U) it would 
also help the BJP in the same piopoi tion 
I ach side would bene (it ee|uall> and at 
the end of the day iht tot,il tally ol the 
NDA s seats would increase 

The tact is the NDA will piobably be 
strengthened by the inclusion of J H 
Patel and his cohorts Its secular crcdenti 
als will be undeiwutten mote strongly 
As putative Prime Minister Atal Behan 
Vaipayee will be more secure both front 
the Opposition (in that his government 
will be more stable) and Irom his own 
party (so long as n is an alliance, the RSS 
cannot ciiticise Vaipayec tor not catty 
ing out Its agenda) 

But there arc political problems in 


18 


SUNDAY*^ .flAuauam*! 







this scenario as well And that's what 
India has to watch out foi 

"WE’VE SEEN THIS happen in 1977 
The Jana Sangh, despite its gicater ideo¬ 
logical <ind organisational sacnlicc, siif- 
tered nioiT than others in the Janata Pai- 
r> who had no ideological principles to 
speak ol and were happy to go v. iih Cha- 
kan Singh later." a senior RSS leader told 
V'aipayee on the issue of bioadcasling 
ihciNDA 

"In 1977." he explained to SuMut, 
though our MPs numbered more than 
90. there wete just two ministers in the 
government lioin the Jana Sangh. No 
one bothered to press for the inclusion of 
anything from oui rndnilesto in the Jana¬ 
ta Party manifesto. After two decades, 
politics has come a full ciiele Yet agatn, 
the BJP.is thinking in terms of broadei 
national unity, rather than party ideolo¬ 
gy and oicanisation. The only dilferen- 
te IS' a loimal merger has been avoided 
With the old Janata Paily. But the laces 
■- including those ol the betrayers — 
are the same." 

How deep the BJP’s su.spicions go is 
clear from the .set|uence of events. The 
inclusion’ of the Janata Dal (f’alcl 
roup) into the NDA was deliberately 
kept low key by the two major players 
who forged it — Hegde and Fernandes 

SUNDAY?.' zeAugusM99B 


All the factions of the NDA 
accept the leadership of 
Vajpayee. In all 
circumstances, he would be 
the natural choice of the 
alliance for prime 
ministership. Vajpayee 
knows this and is keen to use 
this to his advantage 


Their argument wnis that it was the NDA 
which was being strengthened afici ail. 
no one from the NDA could object it the 
BJPdecided to expand its base 

This development stiricd up a lot of 
dust. Cleai'ly, the NDA was beefing 
Itself up, no matter who said what .Sud¬ 
denly, the balance of powei in the ruling 
coalition was being disturbed. Everyone 
scrambled to see how it W'ould affect 
them. 

Actually, the lesisiance to this deve¬ 
lopment IS maximum at the state and dis¬ 
trict level where actual sabotage against 
the new'comers — the Patel group — in 
Karnataka can't be ruled out. The BJP 
has never done this before Usually sabo¬ 
tage IS reserved for members of its own 


party, .so it will extend to allies tor possi¬ 
bly the first time 

In Bihar, the other slate where there is 
clash for seats, the problem is a little diffe 
rent. The number of seats a party will gel 
in this general election will decide the 
ratio ol seats it will cxintest m the Assem¬ 
bly elections to be held early next year 
Obviously this will also decide w ho will 
be in a position to be a dominant partnei 
— and chief minister. 'I’he focal unit of 
the BJP considers that in the foiihcom- 
ing As.sembly elections, the anti- 
incumbency and anii-Laloo factor 
would w ork to their tremendous ad vanta 
gc So, foi all the three Opposition 
players in Bihar — the BJP, the Janata 
Dal and the Samata Party — seal shai mg 
m this Lok Sabha election will decide 
their fate in the forthcoming Assembly 
election 

For the BJP, a beefed-up Samata F’ai- 
ty in Bihai — that is, Janata Dal and 
.Samata — repiescnts a real danger lor 
the Assembly, Right now, Samata and 
Janata Dal arc asking for just one Lok 
Sabha,scat—Ram Vilas Paswan’s Sha- 
rad Yadav was the other candidate from 
Bihar (Madhepura) but he has opted out, 
and IS likely to go to UP (Badayun) this 
time 

But the fact on the ground is that 
almost the whole Janata Party in Bihar 







— such as il is — is knocking on the 
doors of the NDA. Could this adversely 
affect the chances of Kailashpati Mishra 
or Sushil Modi in becoming chief mini¬ 
ster? Could it strengthen the claims of 
Samata’s Nitish Kumar'^ There is even a 
suggestion that if there is too much diffe¬ 
rence of opinion m the BJP about chiel 
ministership, Yashwant Smha could 
become a compromise choice. 

SO, AT THE district and state level, the 
inclusion of the Janata Dal means a 
major re-orientation for the BJP. 
However, the paradigm shift is more 
important. 

This shift is represented by the simple 
question; who alter Vajpayee'^ 

All the factions of the NDA accept the 
. leadership of Vajpayee. In all circum¬ 
stances, he would be the natural choice 
of the alliance for prime ministership. 
Vajpayee knows this and is keen to use 
thistp his advantage. 

But if the BJP manages a majority on 
Its own or is close to a'majority on its 
own.-..'^ That's when L.K. Advani enteis 
the picture. 

RSS leaders acknowledge Advani as 
a better man to handle the question and 
agenda of the R.SS. This issue has also 
occurred to the non-BJP allies in the 
coalition. So Fernandes’ move is view¬ 
ed with some su.spicion by the RSS. . 

A hypothetical question has led to 
repolansation among alliance partners 
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For the BJP, a beefed-up 
Samata Party in Bihar 
represents a real danger for 
the Assembly. Right now, 
Samata and JD are asking 
for just one Lok Sabha seat 
Ram Vilas Paswan’s. 
Sharad Yadav was the other 
candidate from Bihar 
(Madhepura) but he has 
opted out 


Murii Manohar Jktahi: wantad 
to be ahiftad from Af Itfiabad to 
soma othar conatituancy; his 
raquast was flatly danlad 



_ ->-s-iai.. ___-.. .:. 

and old friends. What if alter the elec¬ 
tions the Congress splits and agrees to 
join the NDA > Can Fernandes strike out 
on his own'* What it the BJP perfonns 
spectacularly and the other allies are ren¬ 
dered supeilliious'' III that'case, Vaj- i 
payee himself could find himscll 
thieatened 

Vajpayee knows what the falloui of 
the BJP securing neai majonty could be 
He IS nioic comlorlablc with non-BJP 
forces to balance his own paity's streng¬ 
th. At this moment, the party is reconcil¬ 
ed to having Vajpayee as Prime Mini¬ 
ster But with Advani taking the leins of 
the party in his hands, things aic diffe¬ 
rent One recent manifestation of this 
was when HRD minister Di Murli Mano- 
hai Joshi requested that he be shifted 
from Allahabad to some other consti¬ 
tuency. His request was flatly denied — 
reportedly at the instance of party gene¬ 
ral .secretary Govindacharya, kntiwn to 
be an Advani acolyte The Advani group 
m the party is reairanging itself with a 
view to foiling the NDA’s growth and 
development This is clear from both 
their public and private postuies. 

In the circumstances, the NDA is a 
headache for the BJP just now. But, as 
time goes by, the headache could deve 
lop into a full-blown migraine. • 

PtfymMigal,MUtlPhmilala mod Ralia 
Molvmmaa/Nmw Dmihl wHh JUutfm { 

Joahl/Bmivtmlon and Mavmd 
ZaMr/Pataa 
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PRIME MINISTER LAL BAHADUR 
SNASTRI WITH PRESIDENT AYUB KHAN 


(FILE PICTURE) INDIAN TRDOPS AT A FORWARD POST IN THE 1965 WAR 


Kargil To Kutch 


T he downing of ihe Pak Ailan- 
tique aircraft on 9 August, 
1999, has shifted the internatio¬ 
nal focus from Kargil to 
Kutch. In 1965, it happened 
the other way round. World attention 
moved from Kutch to Kargil Maj Gen. 
Akhtar Husain Malik, GOC Pak forces 
in PoK favoured a guerrilla operation 
across the cea-sefire line (CF1-) which 
had in the first two months ol 1965 wit¬ 
nessed 1,345 violations of the ccasefiie 
President Ayub Khan was under increas¬ 
ing pressure from the hawks to act in 
J&K. 

He planned to first gauge India's reac¬ 
tion by a minor Pakistani military opera¬ 
tion in the Rann of Kutch, a desolate 
wasteland along the border between 
India’s state of Gujarat and Pakistan’s 
Sindh province. Pakistan had a tactical 
and logistic advantage on its side as it 


The long march of 
insurgency 


was served by better roads, the military 
cantonment Badin and airfields. This 
was a low-risk operation at the western 
extremity of the border where campaign¬ 
ing would be foiccd to end by the onset 
of the monsoons. 

During January 1965, CRPF patrols 
noticed a 3()-km long fresh track, two 
kms on the Indian side of the border in 
the Rann. Soon, Pak Rangers establish¬ 
ed a post at Kanjarkot forcing the CRPF 
to deploy 10 kms south-east to check 
furthei intrusions. Pakistan moved two 
brigades of 8 Infantry Divisions, under 
Maj. Gen. Tikka Khan (later Pakistan 
army chief) along with Patton tanks and 
artillery from Badin. India also moved 


two brigades including 50 Para Bngade 
umier an ad hoc sector commanded by 
Maj Gen. P.O. Dunn. The Indian side 
had no tanks. 

On 24 April. 1965, 8 Pakistan Divi¬ 
sion launched attacks and captured three 
border posts around Chhad Bhet and 
two days later, the Bear Bhet posts Nei¬ 
ther side had used its air force. There 
were public demands in India for milita¬ 
rily removing Pakisttm aggression from 
the Rann. For a variety of strategic rea- 
sesns, Indian Army chici Gen. J.N. 
Chowdhury advised Ihe government to 
deliver the riposte in Punjab, not a 
counter-attack in the Rann. His advice 
was accepted. 

On 28 April, Prime Minister Lai 
Bahadur Shastri Said in Parliament; "If 
Pakistan continues its aggressive activi¬ 
ties, our amiy will decide its own strate¬ 
gy and employment of its manpower 
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and equipment in the manner which 
seems best," 

The government ordered Op Ablaze 
and moved the ai my into its battle liKa- 
tions in Punjab in May. This deploy¬ 
ment was to enfoicc restraint on Paki¬ 
stan in the Rann and also be prepared for 
the Pakistani attacks in J&K and Punjab. 
Pakistan also carried out mobilisation of 
its forces. Consequent to Pakistan captu¬ 
ring Indian posts in the Rann, India cap¬ 
tured three posts in Kargi! including 
Point I .^620. 

The US and UK advised caution with 
the latter brokering a ceasefire on 29 
April. Shastn and Ayub met in London 
during the Commonwealth PM’s confer¬ 
ence in June. A general agreement on 
demarcation of the Rann boundary 
through a binding arbiu-ation was signed 
on 30 June, Both sides agreed to with¬ 
draw troops to the pre-Rann positions. 
The posts captured in Kargil had to be 
vacated Foreign ministers of India and 
Pakistan were to meet on 20 August to 
consider final demarcation ol boundary 
in the Rann. But Pakistan pre-empted 
this by large-scale infiltration of Pak 
regulars in the first week ol August in 
J&K. 

Pakistan had started planning guerril¬ 
la opcialions 111 J&K even while the 
Kiiicli dispute was being negotiated by 
.Shaslri and Ayub Op Gibraltar was 
linalised by 26 May as a prelude to Op 
Cirandslam to take Akhnoor. The threat 
to Akhnoor including the strategic Akh¬ 
noor bridge through Chhainb in the first 
week ol September torced Shastn into 
accepting Cien Chowdhury's plan in ope¬ 
ning a Irosli front outside J&K in the Pun¬ 
jab on 6 Septcmlier The rest is the I96.‘> 
War 

T here are some striking similarities 
between Kutch 1965 and Kargil 
1999 The initial aggression in both 
cases was u.scd to tc.sl Indian resolve to 
deleiul J&K. While a ceasefire in Kutch 
was still being negotiated by the two 
sides. Pakistan was planning a large- 
.scale infiltration of J&K witli a view to 
capturing Akhnoor. In Kargil, Pakistan 
Used the intrusions as a diversion to car¬ 
ry out the infiltration in J&K to revive 
the insurgency while plans for aggres¬ 
sion predated the Laliore process. 

Both in 1965 and 1999, infiltrators 
were Pak regulars masquerading as free¬ 
dom fighters Pakistan severely miscal¬ 
culated Indian’s response and the reac¬ 
tion ol the kK'al population in Kutch and 
Kargil It had assumed Kashmiris would 


blackmail- Kmbarrassed by internation¬ 
al structures, Pakistan was forced to 
order a retreat from Katgil There was 
no formal ceasefire even after Pak 
tioops vacated the intrusions. 

On the other hand, Pak guns kept up 
their firing in Dras and Baialik. The Kar 
gil conflict was far' from over even aftei 
vacation of aggression. Army chief Gen 
V.P Malik did not declare victory 
Instead, he cautioned that the war is not 
over. But Pnrne Minister Vajpayee had 
declared a politico-military victory on 
10 July once Pak DGMO Lt. Gen Tau ' 
fiq Zia sought a safe passage for with 
drawal from Kargil. 

The high tension of Kargil moved to 
Kupwara in the first week of August 
when armed infiltrations made bold by| 
serial attacks on regular army and para -* 
military po.sts. The auda. ity of these 
frontal operations marks the new and 


levolt to support the aggression and 
that India would keep the conlJici locali 
.sed to the CFL in 1965 and not violate 
theLoC 

As the conllict environineni was non¬ 
nuclear, India e.scalated the conflict to a 
war by opening the Lahore, and Sialkot 
fronts. In less than six months, in 1965 
two ceaselircs weic arranged The first, 
by the British in the Rann and the second 
by the Russians m Tashkent. The posts 
captured in Kargil after the Rann and 
vacated weie recaptured in August and 
yet again returned to Pakistan after 
Tashkent. 

The aggression in Kargil 1999 was 
vacated in the mam by Indian counter¬ 
attacks without violating the CFL (LoC 
since 19721. Neither side declared war 
nor escalated the conllict because of the 
nuclcarised cnviionment though Paki- 
.stan did threaten India with nuclear 
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vii'Ient phase ol insurgency in J&K 
When insuigcnls mustei courage and 
resources to confront the security forces, 
it demolishes the claim that insurgency 
lias been contained. 

Attacks on military posts can under¬ 
mine moiale ol the security forces, lead 
to insurgents liberating populated areas 
and making such guninds no go for civil 
administiation and the military. Bet- 
ween'iyyt' and I9d'l, Sopoic was com¬ 
pletely under the control ol milit.mts till 
they were Hushed out by massive 
counter-insurgency operations by the 
army and the BSF 

Since the Kaigil intrusions took the 
army by surjinse, the initial reaction ol 
sidestepping tioops of 8 Mountain Divi- 
sion from the Valley to Kargil was both 
inevitable and prudent. It distuibed the 
counter-insurgency gnd patnstakingly 
set up by this counter insurgency divi- 


The high tension of Kargil 
moved to Kupwara in the 
first week of August 
when armed infiltrations 
made bold by serial 
attacks on regular army 
and paramilitary posts. 
The audacity of these 
frontal operations marks 
the new and violent 
phase of insurgencyin 
J&K. It demolishes the 
claim that insurgency 
has been contained 


PRIME MINISm VAJPAYEE j 

LOOKING AT THE REMAINS OF THE 
PAKISTANI AIRCRAn 

sion when it was moved from Nagaland 
to the Valley in 1990 after the start of the 
proxy war The 8 Mountain Division 
had operated in the north-east for nearly 
30 years, gradually establishing its intel¬ 
ligence gridlock and niche in 
counter-insurgency. 

The ongiiial sin was thus committed 
m 1990 and perpetuated in. Kargil in 
1999. At the time# army headquarters 
was faced with a Hobson’s choice. Its 
only other counter-insurgency division, 
57 Mountain Division deployed in Sri 
Lanka had just been deinducted. Rush¬ 
ing it into J&K immediately after Sri 
Lanka was considered unwise and 
unfair That is how 8 Mountain Division 
was uprooted from Kohima to Srinagar 
and nine years later, moved to Kargil 
which presumably will bcvonic its new 
home 

W hy Pakistan waited till Kargil wa.^ 
lost to start Kupw,ira is a mystery 
Had they simultaneously or even a 
month later, triggered off an insurgent) 
in the Valley, the situation would have 
become quite hopeless for the Indian 
security foices 

So while Kutch led to Kargil twice 
and a bigger war in 1965, this time 
around, Kargil has moved to Kutch via 
Kupwara. Despite no formal declaration 
of war, a war-like situation, espetially 
on the Indian side, had moved emotions 
to dizzy heights. The country w as incen- 
.sed over the Lahore betrayal and the 
anny had been caught napping 

Anger and tension huilt up w'lth the 
loss of two aircialt, hundreds of young 
lives including the savage mutilation ol 
corpses ovcrtheveiy Kargil heights Indi¬ 
an troops had captured twice in *1965 
and finally foi keeps.in 1971 The feel¬ 
ings of hurt were exacerbated by the 
frustration of not ciossing the LoC in the 
full knowledge that Pak regulars had 
committed aggicssion But India’s 
remarkable restiaint and i ighteoiisiiess 
of its cau.se won it unprccetleiited diplo¬ 
matic mileage 

Tension along Lot' is the most inlecti- 
ous commodity especially in the after- 
math of a war Amllciy duels, exchange 
of small-arms fiic and Pak attacks on 
Siachcnarciouliiie Paki.stan was defeat¬ 
ed and discredited, especially after its 
litany ol denials proved unconvincing 
It could not honour its dead, it had to dis- 
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own them. It could not honour its brave 
because they were freedom fighters on 
the Indian side (only now has Pakistan 
acknowledged its regular troops were 
involved and and arc being honoured). It 
had to lie to its soldiers, its people and 
the next of kin of the dead. One single 
regiment (which was not part of the regu¬ 
lar army till after Kargil) the Northern 
Light Infantry was used as a sacrificial 
goat...how can one trust such an army 
and government'^ Many Pakistanis arc 
also asking the .same question 

This detailed background illustrates 
the tense and taut atmosphere preceding 
the return to Kutch from Kargil. also the 
history of how war-like situations swing 
from one marshy wasteland at one edge 
of the international border to the other 
mountain wasteland at the extremity ot 
the LoC Even m August, the mercury in 
Kutch is very high The Kupwara insurg¬ 
ents had commenced their attacks on 6 
August, 1999. A day latei, Paki.stan 
made one more attack to take a post in 
Siachen. There was no let up m 
Kupwara. 

Under these extraordinary conditions 
of high tension and posl-wai fever, the 
.shooting down ol the Allantiquc mariti¬ 
me patrol and strike aiicraft on 10 
August on the Kutch border was not 
surprising.l-irstthe ten am. Sii Cieek is a 
sixty-milc long estuary in the marshes in 
the Rann of Kutch separating Gujarat 
trom Sindh. The demarcation of the land 
border pending since the Kutch war in 
1965 was brought up as laic as Novem¬ 
ber last year as part of the Indo-Pak com¬ 
posite dialogue. 

The marshy area of the Rann compri 
ses several hundred smaller channels 
w'hich merge into three large creeks- Sir 
Creek, Kon and Mianwari Intrusions in 
these areas, as in 1965, can go undetect¬ 
ed as the Rann is almo.st uninhabited. 
The aircraft was brought down in a dis¬ 
puted area where demarcation of land 
boundary has commercial implicalions. 
The determination of land border will 
impact on the extent ol maritime borders 
and size of EEZ, which is believed to be 
rich in oil and gas but as aresult of the dis¬ 
pute, has not been exploited by either 
side. 

Russia and China resolved their near¬ 
ly 3(K)-year-old border dispute includ¬ 
ing the Ussuri River channel la.st year by 
leaving one contentious strip of land 
quarantined. 

Pakistan’s version of the incident is 
that Its unarmed naval aircratt was on a 
training mission on its side of the border 


INDIAN TROOPS IN KARGIL 

when IAE MiG-21 aircraft intruded two 
km inside Pak airspace and shot it down. 
It was described as a cowardly act on the 
part t)f India to avenge the lo.ss of two air¬ 
craft over Kargil Not only did India vio¬ 
late Pak airsjiace it also transgressed 
land border to steal parts of the wrecka¬ 
ge to establish it was shot over Indian 
skies. 

There was no doubt that after Kargil 
and Purulia, four years earlier, the lAH is 
on a high alert on the western borders. It 
IS m the same region the PAF has been 
most active committing six air intru¬ 
sions. In one ca.se, early this year, a Pak 
remotely-piloted vehicle was shot 
down. It IS not possible to intcrceptthe 
intruding aircratt everytime. It requires 
both coordination and luck but most of 
all, high sophistry of air defence early 
warning. 

he main questions are: what was the 
naval aircraft which can carry a varie¬ 


ty of lethal weapons — air-to-air missi¬ 
les. air-to-surface anti-ship and anti-sub- 
maime and with a comprehensive sur¬ 
veillance platform — doing over 
land’’ By any definition, the Atlantique 
IS a combat aircraft. 

Why should it be on a training mis¬ 
sion so close to the border post-Kargil 
when training fTights are normally held 
in safe designated areas well away from 
the border'.' Also, there is no way an air¬ 
craft fitted with a Global Positioning 
Systems being monitored by its mother 
radar in Karachi, could have strayed 
across the international border. 

And what is more, why did Pakistan 
violate the 1991 bilateral treaty to ensu¬ 
re that violations of each other’s atr 
space did not take place'.' "Combat air¬ 
craft and armed helicopters will not fly 
within 10 km of each other’s air space 
including AD17.’' The Atlantique was 
clearly violating this agreement even if 
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Pakistan's version of the Atlantique shooting is 
that its unarmed naval aircraft was on a training 
mission on its side of the border when lAF MiG-21 
aircraft intruded two km inside Pak airspace and 
shot it down. It was described as a cowardly act on 
the part of India to avenge the loss of two aircraft 

over Kargil 


ii was shi)l two km within Pakistan, 

'^t the start ot the Kargil War, India 
infonned Pakistan that it would be fly¬ 
ing its Canberra aircraft for a reconnaiss¬ 
ance missions within 10 km of the LoC. 
Yet this aircraft was hit and damaged by 
a shoulder-fired missile by Pakistan. 

The Atlantique’s job is to sntwp over 
ships at sea to establish their intentions, 
in 1983. then Captain Vishnu Bhagwat 
bringing back the Russian destroyer INS 


Ranjeet, had to fire at the Atlantique as it 
tried to buz/ his ship. These aircraft 
were once again active during Kargil in 
the Arabian Sea, monitoring the Indian 
naval fleet poised for a bItK'kade of 
Karachi. 

Pakistan had bought four of these 
sophisticated maritime su.-veillance air¬ 
craft from France. One clashed and the 
other has been shot down 

What A cre Pakistani motives in order- 


CRASH SITE OF THE PAKISTANI 
AIRCRAFT BROUeHT DOWN BY 
INDIAN FIOHTERS 

ing the Atlantique on a high-risk mis¬ 
sion close to the border immediately 
after Kargil? Like in Kargil now or the 
Kutch land campaign ot 1965, it was to 
test the resolve of the Indian State. More 
particularly to illuminate the air defence 
systems in the disputed Sir Creek area. 
The Indian an defence systems in the 
area are the vital cover tor strategic 
assets like the Koyaliya petrochemical 
complex and Gujarat Saurashtra 
industrial belt 

Another reason foi the dangerous mis¬ 
sion to internationalise Sir C.'reek and to 
determine the navigability of tidal 
creeks by identifying inlets which could 
facilitate waterborne operations like 
infiltration. 

The immediate upshot ol the Kutch 
incident is that Pakistan has mo\ ed a bat¬ 
talion from Badin to Sir Creek and 
deployed misssiles there. Has India 
done a Kargil in Kutch'^ But it has yield¬ 
ed some giound on diplomacy m Kutch 
while issuing a strong statement against 
trying another Purulia oi an aerial Kar¬ 
gil, the revcngists in Pakistan have one 
more score to settle Kutch. Revenge lor 
Kargil and Kutch will start in Kupwara. 

It is extremely difficult to establish 
the exact site of shooting down an air¬ 
craft in an aerial engagement. A high¬ 
flying aircraft will drilt several kilo¬ 
metres in the direction it is flying after 
being hit. Since the Atlantique was enga¬ 
ged in a receding mode, most ol the 
debris fell on the Pakistan side of the bol¬ 
der. The Indian pilots tried to follow the 
established rules and priKcdures lor 
engagement but the Atlantique's track- 
patterns and behaviour when signalled 
to land, showed hostile intent 

The doves in India say the Atlantique 
tragedy in Kutch could have been avert¬ 
ed had the 1AF pilots been more circums¬ 
pect. Ilie pilots who have shot down the 
aircraft need not have been showcased. 
Instead, some ovenures of regret would 
have restored the loss ot high ground in 
restraint. They also suggest India should 
share the details of the incident to avert 
more such m future. 

In a head-on aerial confrontation such 
as over ,Sii Creek, there is no time to veri¬ 
fy the bonafides of the intruders. The 
Israelis have learnt the bitter les.son: 
shoot first and explain later rather than 
explain to Saint Peter • 

ItHttf. Oma. Aahak K. Mmhtm/Mmw Dmihl 
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PROFILE 


Home alone 

Arm Nehru: Congress to BJP via Ayodhya 


I t all depends on how you look at 
It. To the BJP. the decision to 
field Aran Nehru from Rae Bare¬ 
li presents a mojor blow to the 
Congress. After all, isn’t he a 
member of the Nehru family^ And 
wasn't he one of Rajiv Gandhi’s clos¬ 
est friends? 

Within the Congress, th.". decision 
has evoked a somewhat different res¬ 
ponse. The general attitude .seems to 
be; he is where he belongs. After all. 
isn’t it Aran Nehru who is generally 
credited with arranging to have the 
locks opened at the Babri Masjid'' Isn’t 
It Aran Nehru who many Sikhs hold 
responsible for the mobs of rampaging 
Hindus who attacked .Sikhs on the 
streets of Delhi in November 1984'^ 
Both views are unfair Yes, Nehru is 
a member of the famous family. But 
the view that he is directly descended 
from Jawaharlal somewhat overstates 
the connection. The Nehrus are a large 
family and nobody had very much to 
do with Aran till he entered politics 
Mrs Gandhi, for instance, merely 
thought of him as a pi'dgy boxwallah 
cousin who happened to live in Calcut¬ 
ta. Certainly, Nehru never became the 
close pal of Rajiv Gandhi's that the 
media made out he was. (The real 
friends were Amitabh Bachchan and 
Aran Singh) 

Pajually, it is wrong lo hold him res¬ 
ponsible for the Babri Masjid fiasco 
The decision to open the locks was tak¬ 
en by a judge. And there is no evidence 
at all that he had any connection or 
involvement with the Delhi iiots No 
doubt, he was running aiouiul the 
streets, trying to protect the Sikhs 
while his enemies spread loul rumours 
to the contrary. 

Even so, Nehru has reason to be 
pleased. Till he got his ticket, he was. 
widely regarded as a man with a glori¬ 
ous luture — behind him. His brief 
spell in the limelight (1984-86) ended 
ignominiously when Rajiv sacked him 
from the home ministry He hung 
around on the tnnges of politics, a 


large bulking presence behind Vi.shwa- 
nath Pratap .Singh’s left shoulder till 
1989. Then, happy days appeared to 
have arrived again. V.P. Singh became 
Pnme Minister and Nehru became his 
commerce minister. 

But even this didn’t la.st. Within 
months Nehru and his protege Arif 
Mohammand Khan had fallen out with 
Singh. Nehru went public with his dis¬ 
illusionment (in two inteiviews to 
SitNOAY) before declining to contest 
the 1991 election. At that stage. 



Nehru will have to 
demonstrate to the BJP 
that he has something to 
offer. Being the fat 
cousin who abused the 
sister-in-law is enough 
to get him a ticket. But 
you need more than that 
to join the Cabinet 


rumours were rife that Rajiv had agre¬ 
ed to let bygones be bygones and that it 
was only a matter of time befOTc Nehru 
rejoined the Congress. Alas, Rajiv was^ 
assassinated and Narasimha Rao had 
no need for Nehru’s services. 

Then followed eight years in the 
wilderness made bearable only 
because of Nehru’s willingness to 
drop names and to make out that anybo¬ 
dy was anybody in Indian politics was 
'mera haccha'. When even the courte¬ 
sy calls dried up, Nehru reinvented 
himself as a farmhouse psephologist. 

Fortunately for him, election follow¬ 
ed election and Nehru was able to give 
readers the view from Mehrauli. 
Admittedly this was quite far from the 
centre of the action but Nehru was 
undetciTcd. He always knew best, he 
maintained. 

Why has the BJP given him a ticket? ^ 
Wags suggest that this is his reward — 
a decade late — for having gifted the 
Ayodhya issue to the Mtngh parivar. 
Such a view is most unfair, The truth is 
that Nehru has been barging at the 
BJP’s door for six years now with a not¬ 
able lack of success The panvar has 
been resolutely unwilling lo admit him 
arguing that he represents the haled 
Nehru family and the nauseating Con¬ 
gress culture 

This time around, however, Nehru 
has two advantages. I'he first is that as 
Vajpayee attempts to lebuild the BJP 
as a Hindi-speaking version of the Con¬ 
gress party, it .suits him lo allow entry 
lo all kinds of former Congressmen. 
The second is that the BJP hopes that 
Nehru will tear into .Sonia Gandhi. 
Already, he has begun making dark 
noises about hei anti-national links — 
thereby, keeping up his end of the 
bargain. 

What happens next is anybody’s 
guess. Nehru has decided that he will 
be a senior minister in the next govern¬ 
ment. The BJP is less sure. It concedes 
that he will win from Rae Bareli now 
that the Congress has decided not to 
held Priyanka against him. But being 
an MP IS one thing; being a minister is 
quite another. 

To prove that he deserves a mini¬ 
stry. Nehru will have to demonstrate to 
the BJP that he has something to offer. 
Being the fat cousin who abused the 
sister-in-law is enough to get him a 
ticket. But you need more than that to ■ 
join the Cabinet. • 
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YOU’VE GOT 


Address: The Prime Minister of India, New Delhi 


(’s not an agony aunt column but it certainly reads like 
one. From disappointed love affairs in faulty telephone 
lines, the Prime Minister of India gets to hear it all, just 
by reading his mail. For instance, take the case of Pame¬ 
la Williams who signs off as Pamela Gandhi. She writes 
that in 1987 when Rajiv Gandhi was the Prime Minister, he 
visited the Andamans where he saw her and fell in love. A 
long and convoluted letter ends with the fanta.stic claim that 
the former Prime Minister actually married her! 

Williams says that Rajiv Gandhi had then declared in the 
Supreme Court that ‘Pamela, that is myself is the Prime Mini¬ 
ster of India...’ She then ends with a plea, ‘Sir, plea.se help me 
and make me the Prime Minister of India.’ Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee does not reply, for obvious rea.sons—conflict of inter¬ 
est being ju.st one of them. 

Of course, not all letters are as juicy. Most are run-of-the 
mill complaints about MCD problems — water, electricity 
and housing. The.se are forwarded to the public grievances 
department at the Rail Bhavan. And for those with a sense of 
humour — ever since the Piimc Minister’s Office has taken 


over the telecom ministry, the complaints about faulty telepho¬ 
nes have increased in number. 

And most of the letters do get a reply, even if that is a simple 
acknowledgement or a thank you note. With over 300 letters a 
day, handling the Prime Minister’s dflk is a portfolio in itself. 

TTie dak folder is handled by officials in the PMO. While 
the Prime Minister himself gets to see hardly ten to IS of the 
letters, his men handle the rest: from drafting brief thank you 
notes to drafting long passages of art critique on paintings sent 
to the Prime Minister. Or. by simply directing the letters to the 
person in charge. 

Most of the letters arc forwarded to the sectoral officers in 
the PMO looking after various ministries. Others are of the 
Poojya Pitaji variety — poems, paeans of praise or simple 
words of encouragement. These are immediately acknowledg¬ 
ed with thank you notes. Especially those written by 
schoolchildren. . 


any of the letter-writers seek an appointment with the 
PM. At times it becomes difficult to even acknowledge 














such letters as the writers forget to send their addresses. Those 
which are turned down are offered remedial measures by the 
PMO. 

Such as the request for an appointment by a delegation of 
Burmese journalists to explain the situation to the PM. (They 
were ask^ to try the ministry of external affairs, but maybe 
the more appropriate forum would have been the ministry of 
defence, considering George Frenandes’ obsession with the 
cause). 

And of course, there are the usual requests to attend various 
functions. Unfortunately for the PM, his image as a poet ensu¬ 
res that he gets more than the usual number of requests to 
attend kavi sammelans and other such cultural affairs. The 
first paragraph of .such letters usually consists of prai.se for the 
PM’s poetry. And some even provide helpful geographical 
tips along with the invitations; ‘the Sivananda Ashram issitua- 
ted very clo.se to the Madras airport and hence it may be easy 
for you to visit our ashram'. 

And then there are those that are simply bizarre. 

Such as an offer from a priest based in Sn Lanka who wants 
to travel to India to perform a pooja for the PM Part of the 
pooja invites the lighting of as many oil lamps as the number 



is Vajpayee and not Sonia Gandhi who becomes the next 
fhime Minister as he is convinced that if Sonia takes oath, she 
would be assassinated by the LTTE. So, it is to preserve the 
Gandhi name that be wants to do this pooja for Vajpayee. 
Clearly, there is some very twisted logic at work here. 

Also there are the inevitable requests from ticket seekers 
who want the Prime Minister to write a word of encourage¬ 
ment for them in their campaign blankets. But these have been 
put on hold—until the candidate gets a ticket. 

Not all letter-writers want something from the Prime Mini¬ 
ster. A number of them also give him advice: varying from 


how-to run the country to what to include in his party’s mani¬ 
festo. One such self-appointed strategist sends his sugges¬ 
tions every fortnight, emboldened perhaps by the letter of 



acknowledgement that reaches him on an equally regular 
basis. Interestingly he de.scribes himself as a 'freelance letter 
journalist’. (But then, who else would have the stamina to 
give pages and pages of advice, week after week?) 

It’s not an easy ta.sk. sifting the junk mail from the genuine, 
the cranks from the fans—but at the end of the day each gets 
a reply. 

Until he writes back. • 
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Before packing your 
food in polythene 
carry bags, make sure 
you know where they 
are coming from 


Y t)U get your food in it, you 
dispose your kitchen waste 
in it, from where it makes 
its way to the local 
kafxtdiwala through the 
ragpicker who collects it from the garba¬ 
ge dump. It then reaches the repiocess- 
ing unit for recycling. The Indian plastic 
industry has grown by 169 per cent in 
the past five years. 

But it’s an eye-sore, an animal-killer,a 
f(Kid-contaminant — in short an environ¬ 
mental hazard, cry environmentalists 
the world over With growing consumer¬ 
ism and a change in lifestyles, the 
demand for high quality pimessed food 
IS on the rise. The emphasis is on novel 
presentation ami packaging techniques 
to increase the .shelf-life of food pro¬ 
ducts. "Greater use of packaging materi¬ 
al is considered the index of develop¬ 
ment in sm'icty," says P.S. Bhatnagar, 
secretary, ministry of fixrd pnicessing 
industries, although he admits that dispo¬ 
sal of packaging matci iai is a major soci¬ 
al and environmental problem. But is it 
possible to package the vast range of 
Indian foixl products without using this 
synthetic polymeric substance? 

Recent research shows that food wast¬ 
ed 111 developed countries is around 2 per 
cent of the amount pixiduced whereas in 
developing countries it may be as much 
as .‘>0 per cent, mostly because of less 
cost-effective packaging. Says N.C. 
Saha. Indian Institute of Packaging, 
"Packaging is a techno-economic func¬ 
tion aimed at minimising co.sts of delive¬ 
ry while maximising sales, and hence 
profits." Since the aim is to protect food 
(rom deterioration and contamination 
throughout the effective shelf-life of the 
product, packaging ingredients must be 
safe enough to limit their migration into 
foixl. In addition they must be 
environment-friendly and economical. 
A good package must also contribute to 
sales promotion efforts, describe the con¬ 
tent within the package, preserve pro¬ 
duct quality and enable elTective 
handling. 

The choice of packaging material — 


I 



glass, metal, paper, plastics, textiles and 
wood — depends on the jiaturc of the 
ftxid. Tin plate is corrosive and could 
spoil the food. Glass containers, though 
reusable, do not provide the same protec¬ 
tion again.st UV radiation as metal cans 
do. "Containers for frozen, dried and 
dehydrated products arc completely dif¬ 
ferent from those u.sed for otherwise pre¬ 
served products," explains Vijay Sarda- 
na, chairman. Confederation of Indian 
Fixxl Trade and Industry. Most relevant 
hazards are moi.sture gain or loss, the 


effects of ga.ses and light. Moisture can 
lead to caking of powdered products, 
softening of biscuits leading to bacterial 
and mould growth. Food such as fried 
nuts, potato chips and oils are suscepti¬ 
ble to deterioration from contact with 
Oxygen leading to rancidity. Spices, cof¬ 
fee, tea need gas barrier and odour-proof¬ 
packaging. 

P lastic is light-weight, highly ftmetio- 
nal and economically viaUe. In 
semi-rigid and flexible ftwms plastics 
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HUPINUbr'SMAHMA 

have the following advantages: 

■ protects from physical damage and 
contamination 

■ guards against light, water vapo 
gases, thermal changes and bacteria 

■ highly cost-effective, low sioragS 
and handling costs. 

Polymers themselves are not hazard¬ 
ous and do not react to body fluids. 
However, additives such as residual 
monomers extracted by the food packed 
may pose health hazards. Shobha Desh- 
pande, a housewife, found to her horror 
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often choke on them and die. According shall not be pigmented, the minimum 

to environmentalists, they iloat on the thicknessshallnotbe]es.sthan 2 Smicro- 

nvcr.s close to cities like the Yamuna, set- ‘ reprocessing and recycling shall be 

tie on ihcir beds, cutting off oxygen to it ' undertaken strictly in accordance with 

atiuaiic life. They clog sewage pipes and int(HttninTnn fr rfry '> f Indian Standards and the end product 

prevent methane gas from evaporating. m C 0 Bnini^tFi(K%ilit*i^ ■ shall be marked as‘recycled’along with 
which olten causes explosions. They Delhi alone geitcrstes'50|^B0 the indication ofthc percentage of use of 

block off air Mip()ly to anything they rest plastic hags every diay ' recycled material, 

on Their veiy advantages a.s packaging ■ An average Delhi Rules are fine. But the next time the 

ingredients make them the environmen- neighbooriiood rtf 1000houses roadside dhahawala dishes out your 

lal i M ' s mghmiare around 5000 plastic Hay favourite dal rnakhni in a pigmented car- 

Ragpickcis sell plastic waste for Rs 2 every tlay ' ry bag — will you stop to question him 

a kg and they ;uc back m circulation ■ IJp tO.SQ per cent C# the iOtil ’ on its origin? Will his answer suffice to 

.ti'tei being recycled - slightly more poi- inreassure you in matters of personal 

sunous each lime. While virgin plastic jdasticbap - hygiene? It’s time we .started thinking in 

bags sell lorKsSOakg.mosi retailers set \ terms of alternative.s like paper, jUte and 

tic loi the recycled ones priced in the cloth bags. Aluminium is yet another 

rangcofRs'f.STiUakg That's ihc lure ol water storage tanks, packaging for food alternative packaging material for pro- 
cost mimmisation’ articles, water, pharamaceuticals and cessed food and beverges. It is recycla- 

While environmentalisls ciy hoarse cosmetics. Last year, there was a new ble andcotTosion-re.sistant. 
ovei till,-, menace, the plastic mdustiv legislation. According to Recycled Plus- It's time people were better informed 
continueslonoiinshoiigioiindsofalTor tics Usage Riilc.s, 19%: about the hazards of plastic packaging 

d.ibility and the Inelihood ilial it oflers. ■ No person shall use cairy bags or con- ol ready-to-eat food. And relying on 
I Bui with repealed lecycling, not only taineis made of recycled plastics foi sto- environmentalists and NGOs will not j 
i does Ihc canying strengih of the bags niig, carrying and packaging lood-stuffs serve the purpose. For starters, practices 
weaken, they begin to look iinhygicnn. ■ The minimum thickness of carry bags like .segregation of waste at the collec- 
and rei)iilsi\c, The concern over conta made of virgin plastic shall not be less tion stage by having seperate bins for 
minaiion rolatcs (o inaiiilv ctiiical appli- than 20 microns non-biodegradable waste will do. But 

c.itioiis like plastic piping .systems. ■ Recycled cany bags and containers the dependence on plastics needs to be 












ENVIRONMENT 


CASH FROM TRASH 


Plastic waste can replace wood asjumiture material 

T he plastic industry, today, is plagued by the P“fs«;ior. When tackling 
poUation —- both real and perceived—is the need of the hour, 
Eco-Wud can be a step in the right direction. 

Touted as an ‘all-weather everlasting alternative to woo<l‘, Eco-Wud is 
being manufactured by Amamath Enviroplast. in Falta, West Bengal, 
using non-rexyclable plastic and jute waste. The ‘environment-friendly, 
high quality, and futuristic natural fibre-reinforced aimposite board’ is 
non-cfegradable and is believed to provide a ‘superior alternative’ to wood, 
'metals and stone. It can be processed and handled like wood without fear 
of splintering or cracking. Its high modulus and tensile strength, longevity 
and durability makes it the ‘hi-tech construction material for the next 
millennium’. 

Eco-Wud was bom out of concern and commitment. "Not only will 
Eco-Wud save our forests, it will also help us tackle the ever-increasing 
menace of disposing multi-layered plastic waste." explains Pradip Kumar 
Chopra, director, Amamath Enviroplast. "What’s more, the technology js 
completely in-house, and the machine, which was fabricated in Germany 
till now, is now being fabricated by Neptune Plastic, Calcutta." 

SumHOam Quiitm/Cmlcuttm 



Garden furniture made from Eco-Wud ' 

K’dui'ccl hot Ml ILIUIIC ll would Milk ' I 
he difficiili lo siiixoi ui j wi.>rki im 1 
which plasdc'- .iri, .lUmu-d lo i;iov\ .md | 
prolilcrulc • i 

Dmvdatta Das/N»w Delhi I 















No NONSENSE, ONLY 
COMMON SENSE 

For quite some time now, guys, and girls, on Bollywood’s 
starry circuit have been laying it on when it came to 
promoting the cause of the party of their choice. But 
probably, never have so many converged at the same time 
for one single bloc. Congress election managers say party 
president Sonia Gandhi requested Madhuri DIxK, Muhima 
Chaudhanr and Dttip Kumar to campaign for them ahead of 
the elections. While the first two add glamour content, the 
last-named was in Bhopal, MP, late last month, where he 
played his new role to perfection. "It so happens that I went 


SAWEf Ou 




to meet a hewa (widow) and while speaking to her it came 
out from my mouth whether I can serve you in any way," 
he told the crowd, "She sent me here..." The clincher came 
almost immediately after: "year 2000 means no nonsense, 
only common sense " It was his way of telling people to 
vote Congress; when he said ‘common sense’, he raised 
the hand of Suresh Pachauri, the likely candidate from the 
city. 


She ISN’T JUST A SWELL, 
SVELTE GIRL 

The days of vid«> jockeying are ovec, modeUtng's iiu but 
that’s, half the story. Mn^MilwMy , ex-OtaifneT V 
veejay, now gets what’s probably dte biggest explore 
ter life. Along with her room WaliilutralMd^y. who’s 
niairied to a busioessmKn, Megtena A PVd 

cat^it which ste dr^gned hersriO feaiUMs Oh tte.cotw 
the August isKueof 

has g(K rKdhing torio m A either modeB^ ' 

sobi^inem at ^asaorous 
te^risd.was tte^^heirixiotlMff hi^ns tote w 
snicn^lo^st.’tteiiitro t6dKr'texit.^iMb^ 
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Sorry is 

. THE 
HARDEST 
WORD 

Repentance comes late these 
days. After the contrite 
South Africans—who 
couldn’t make up their 
minds for more than a 
hundred years whether to 
say sorry or not—it’s film 
star Amrfta Singh't turn 
now. On 3 August, 1999, 
exactly five years and 98 
days after she beat up Kanan 
Diwecha, a lady columnist 
with Star & Style 

* magazine, Singh tendered an 

^ affidavit in Bombay High 
Court apologising for the 
a.'.sault. The delicately- 
worded, remorse-laden 
confession came when 
her counsel Shirish 
Gupte declared in court "Much water has flown under the 
bridge since the incident. My client has matured since 
then. She realises her mistake." Unfortunately, Diwecha 
was in no mood to accept stale apologies. Anita Naqvi, 
who appeared for Diwecha, replied: "It took five years tor 
them to tender the apology ...that too liecause the matter 
has come on board. We definitely cannot finish the matter 
in five minutes." Last heard, the actress had taken back her 
apology. 

)FAN EX-PRIME MINISTER 


Celebrity talk show 

SiMidwr Kapar and Maiwtli Biutt, two directors who recently 
got into scraps with censors, got talking. Bhatt quizzed, 
Kapur answered. Areas where we got enlightened. 
Exx»rpts; 

Q: StwUuir, evwyon* has someone who gives a push which 
instlHs seH-b^M—the mentor—who was yours? 

Ar Not really, I went through it on my own. 

Q: Once you came to my office feeling low and I toM you 
‘^khar, you are one our finest directors and ymi 
shouldn't lose hope’. Was that the moment? 

A: Are you trying to say you were my mentor’’ Remember 
the time I returned from England after doing my CA? I 
went around a.skmg everyone to take me as an actor. 1 came 
to you as well and you said; ’Shekhar, why do you have a 
.smile on your face...you have no reason to smile.’ 


Q: How did EKabtffieam by? 

A: After Bandit Queen, I had reason to believe I stood a 
good chance in Hollywood. 1 kept travelltng to Los 
Angeles, blowing up all my fixed deposits, staying in good 
hotels...but all the offers which came by talked of stories 
on an Indian in America or an American in India till 
Elizabeth came along. I found myself saying yes lor a film 
about a personality I didn’t know. All I knew was that 
Elizabeth was known as the Virgin Queen. 





An old man with a pout, but 
senility isn’t one of his 
problems. P.V. Naraaimha 
Rao, whose post-prime 
ministerial life hasn’t been 
easy at all. is writing a book. 
Dramatis Personae, is a 
70-page "clinical and 
factual" account of events 
which preceded the Babri 
Masjid demolition. It’s 
expected to be released 
before the polls 

^ Whatwwcan 
expect 

I An apologia of his 


actions when he was India's 
CEO 

a Some information on 
seciel negotiations worked 
out within the Congress and 
the Babri groups. VHP and 
others 

a The BJP’s betrayal — 
how, after assuring the 
courts of a symbolic kat 
seva, it let the PM down 

What we 
shouldn’t expect 

H How, in the first place, 
he allowed himself to be let 
down 


Q: You havo soon it aH, from Bollywood to Hollywood... 
What is It that tho white man has and we don’t... 

A: Making a film here is like going to a mandi, bargaining 
tor everything. Out there it’s like a superbazar. Everything 
is well laid out, prices are fixed and it’s more organised. 
But let me tell you, I feel creativity comes out of chaos and 
that’s here. 

Q: What was tho diffannea batwaan BamMQuaafl and 

Blubvan 

A: In Bandit Queen, I never watched the box office. In 
Elizabeth I did. In BQ I was honest, in Elizabeth I was 
smart...at times. 

Q: Evaiy craatWa parson has this faar of his creativity 
dying... 

A: I'm petrified about it. But in my case it’s slightly 
different. Creative urge comes suddenly so it has to go the 
same way...! know it will happen. What scares me is it 
happening and I not knowing about it. 
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Meet the new 
generation of 
money-savvy, smart 
investors 



H e’s rich. At 14, Ramaswa- 
iny, a Standard IX student 
in a boarding school in 
Tirupati has a bank balance 
of Rs 25,000 — his own 
hard-earned money. What set the alarm 
bells ringing was the surface mail for 
returns of his ICICI bonds. Although his 
teacher mother and banker father 
panicked, rushing to counselling cen¬ 
tres, Swamy remains his cool self. "I 
haven’t robted that money—1 have ear¬ 
ned It through fair means," he explains 
to his mother. 

And as if that was not enough, he also 
has a partner (thrice his age)— ‘somebo¬ 
dy’ he met at the bank — who chips in 
Rs 25 for every hundred-rupce-bond 
that he invests in. The deal: each time 
the amount gets doubled. Swamy’s part¬ 
ner gets a 50 per cent share of the profit. 
In case he does not make a profit, the par¬ 
tner lets go of the money invested. 

His knack for personal economics 
showed early. In his younger days, 
Swamy was the only boy in the hostel 
with access to the outside world on a 
regular basis — his grandmother was 
very ill and he was allowed to visit her 
every weekend. For every article that he 
bought for his friends he would charge a 
rupee. He had discovered wholesale 
‘ i, from whom he bought the stuff 
at a cheaper rate than the 
market price. This went on 
frir acpuple of years till his 
the money. 



Sukhvinder is a Vlth Standard stu¬ 
dent in a suburban school in Bombay. 
He gets a daily allowance of Rs 28, out 
of which he spends Rs 14 on commuting 
to school and food. The rest, meant for 
Coke, is saved in a bull-shaped money¬ 
box —significant, since Harshad Mehta 
is his inspiration. In a period of onc- 
and-a-half years, Sukhvinder has saved 
more than Rs 3,000 which he wants to 
invest in .shares. However, for the time 
being, he has been persuaded (o put the 
money in a bank. Says father Janak 
Singh, "All the initiative — to save and 
invest money — came from him. We 
had to just guide him." 

Arjyabir Majumdar, a student of 
Class Nine in Saint Io.scph’s Schcxil in 
Calcutta, gets Rs 10 per week from his 
father. Though his friends get five times 
more than what he gets, Aijyabir is not 
complaining. At 15. he knows exactly 
how to fill the gap. "I teach two students 
— one is in Class Five and the other in 
Class Six — and earn about Rs 500 per 
week," he says. Besides, he has also tak¬ 
en up a part-time job at an institute. For 
each student he recruits, he gets a com¬ 
mission of 10-20 per cent. He has 
already saved Rs 6,(WO which he plans 
to invest in his college education abroad. 

Thirteen-year-old Ravikanth studies 
in one of the most prestigious schools in 
Bangalore. His parents are separated. 
For Ravi that means a lot of money 
(about Rs 200-300 a day) — the only 
way to compensate for ‘lack of atten¬ 
tion’ , he says. What does he do with all 
that money? "Buy Pepsi," pat comes the 
reply. Crateloads of Pepsi are meant for 
the consumption of his friends who are 
very fond of the soft drink. "If you have 
money, you have friends, otherwise it is 
difficult to survive," he says. He looks at 
it as an investment — towards a more 
‘long-la.sting’ friendship. He feels these 
are the people who will stand by him in 
the long run. 

jeet the children of the new millen- 
’s not the weight of his 
er-burgeoning school 
bag, nor the 



anxiety-ridden score card that worries 
him these days. It is the shrinking size of 
his wallet that concerns him the most. 
And what’s more, this street-smart child- 
next-door is not just spending with the 
same nonchalance as his adult counter¬ 
part but is also investing, to make some 
quick money. 

A survey conducted by Turner Inter¬ 
national’s Cartoon Network has thrown 
up interesting data on the spending pat¬ 
tern of children. While for most children 
within the age group of 8-16 years, the 
source of income is still limited to the 
pocket money, a large number of childr¬ 
en are also earning. What’s more, some 
of them have acquired a knack for sup¬ 
plementing their existing funds. 

"The new young generation is more 
financially mature. They may spend 
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money but they also save and invest at a 
very young age," says DrHarish Shetty. 
a psychiatrist and a student’s counsellor 
in several schools in Bombay. "What’s 
surprising is that they are already aware 
of ways to multiply it," he adds. 
Teachers inform that there are several 
children, some as young as nine- 
year-olds, who deposit money in the 
bank and maintain their own records. 
One, in fact, asked his parents to invest 
his money in a post-office scheme. 

Rough estimates from teachers and 
parents confirm that children within the 
age group of 8-16 years from middle- 
class to affluent segments of society 
usually get pocket money in the range of 
Rs 300-5,000. In a suburban school in 
the affluent Juhu*.Scheme area, it is a 
common sight to spot students splurging 


on audio compact discs or playing pool 
in expensive clubs. Arvind Tyagi, 14, 
doesn’t mind blowing it up on hi.s 
father’s scooter. Aware of the fact that 
riding a scooter without a valid licence is 
illegal, this Delhi lad finds the thrill of 
showing off his ’own’ vehicle irresisti¬ 
ble. "Having a scooter among my age 
group IS like a status symbol, y’know," 
he says. Although choosing a career is 
going to be a toss-up between engineer¬ 
ing and computers, Tyagi is quite focuss¬ 
ed when it comes to the subject of mak¬ 
ing money. "I want to collect lots of it," 
he says, simply. 

The novelty factor is that children 
now apply their minds in money- 
management. The patterns vary from 
Delhi-Bombay to Bangalore-Madras, 
but most children realise that in order to 


Spend, one also needs to make money. A 
teacher narrates an interesting incident 
involving a Class Five student from an 
affluent family. This child was more 
than comfortable in terms of ixKket 
money, yet she circulated her story 
books to her clas.s-mates, charging Rs 2 
per book for a week’s loan. 

"Children have become money-.savvy 
at a very young age, thanks to the prevai¬ 
ling consumeri.st culture in our society 
and also through the media and availabi¬ 
lity of technology," informs Dr Usha 
Nair, director of the Unit for Child and 
Youth Research at the Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences. 

Socio-economic backgiounds al.so 
have a role to play "With iiKrcasing 
number of children chasing decreasing 
number of scats m educational institu¬ 
tions and scholarships drying up, the pro¬ 
fessional classes are more aware of the 
value of money, which they try to drill in 
their children," .says Chandra Shekhar 
Mukherji, neuro-psychiatri.st, associat¬ 
ed with a charitable society called 
Childien In Pam. "There is a view that 
there is no nest-egg or a back-up stas’icu 
away and children will have to make 
their own future." 

T he Cartoon Netwoik survey high¬ 
lights the difference in sjrcnding pat¬ 
terns of children in the lour metros. 
While there was a marked similarity bet¬ 
ween the Delhi Bombay children, those 
from Bangalore and Madras thought and 
spent differently Children from Delhi 
and Bombay are interested in lashioii 
and lifestyle products whereas children 
from Bangalore and Madras are more 
intere.sted in computers. Soriam Joshi, 
13, who studies in Delhi’s Sardar Patel 
Vidyalaya, spends her money on the 
regular teenage fancies — "books, 
entertainment magazines, chips and ice 
creams in the school canteen". Her fan- 
ta.sy IS to get a high-paying job once she 
grows up and save up enough to buy a 
car, and generally splurge on books on 
clothes. 

The Calcutta-bred child prefers to 
save it all for the future. Says 
lO-year-old Aijun Bajpai, a child model 
who makes Rs 500-15(X) per shtxit and 
saves with a bank. "When I grow up I’ll 
build a house for my parents on a plot of 
land my father owns." He does send part 
of his earnings to homes tor deprived 
children, though 

Even while .spending the.se children 
have different priorities. Given the choi¬ 
ce, Dclhi-Bombay children would either 
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buy a car or spend on clothes, whereas 
children from Madras would build a 
house and Bangalore children would 
first like to donate in charity. 

"1 feel Delhi has a lot ot liaison 
money, basically easy money, and 
hence the preference is for more fashion¬ 
able stuff," says Ali Khwaja, director of 
Banjara Academy (a counselling and 
.social sciences institute). Bangalore. Ali 
also believes that Bangalore children arc 
inclined towards charily only because 
the city has a 'tradition and culture’ of 
social service and charity. "In iact, in 
Bombay children are more business- 


minded because people have set up busi¬ 
ness and come up the hard way," he adds. 

But children turning thoroughbred 
money managers is something parents 
will take some time adjusting to. Most 
parents still believe that money cor¬ 
rupts. But then, how does one dissuade a 
kid wanting to invest? Surely, that isn't 
criminal? A mother working with a top 
rung IT company in Bangalore explains 
her dilemma. When the company gave 
her a fancier car than the one she was 
already using, she still preferred to send 
her daughter to school in the modest old 
model. The idea was to instill values of 


MONEY MATTERS 

Getting used to a downgraded lifestyle is never easy 

C hildren today are all too 
familiar with the new, 
improved lifestyleoftheirparents 
—it is something they have grown 
up with. "The problem begins 
when children take five-star 
holidays and air travel for granted," 
explains Ali Khwaja of the Banjara 
Academy. He recalls ^ incident 
where a child wouldn’t accept a 
‘smaller’ car after his father 
changed his company (which did not pro\tide him with the same model he 
had been driving). "These are the kind of problems one faces, especially 
when ycfti are part of the brutal corporate culture where ups and downs are 
all too sudden," he adds. 

Anjali Agrawal was the head of the media relations department in a 
foreign bank with a fully-furnished apartment in South Bombay. She lost 
her job last year. More than her, it was her 15-year-old son who took it 
badly. A Tenth Ctess student, Rajeev could not come to terms with the fact 
that they would have to shift to the suburbs, that he wouldn’t be studying in 
his south Bombay school or that his monthly allowance of Rs 3,500 will be 
reduced. After a couple of months he quit studies despite vehement 
protests from all quarters to start his own business. This was only to 
continue living in south Bombay. 

There are others who grow up realising that the lavish lifestyle and 
plush hmnes remain till their parents jobs are intact. "Some times it’s good 
that my daughter understands that our own house is not as fancy as the one 
we live in at present," says an anxious mother. "However, I sometimes feel 
she is a little insecure about losing it one day—she does not like the house 
we built in the outskirts of Bangalore," she adds. 

Most counsellors feel a ‘downgrading’ of lifestyle does have an impact 
on the child’s psyche. Says Anjali Chhabaria, a Bombay-based 
counsellor, "It largely depends cm bow children are brought up. All these 
things can be tackled if parents are a little more sensitive and intelUg^t 
while handling such issues." 
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SONAMJOSHI(13) 

SOURCE OF INCOME: pocket money 
and gifts 

FUTURE PLANS: save enough to buy 
a car and splurge on books and 
clothes 



SOURCtOr pfurtmg 

younget institute 

^.tudents^or^^v saving h)oneV 


to study 


abroad 


simple living in the child. When the 
mother tried telling her daughter how 
she commuted to school by bus when 
she was her daughter's age, she was told, 
"You had an option to save the bus fare 
by walking to school, at that time a bus 
ride was a luxury. Why did you not save 
money instead?" 

On being told by his mother that it 
was not right to make money at his age. 
the afore-mentioned Ramaswamy had a 
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ARVINDTYAQI(14) 

SOURCE OF INCOME: pocket money 
from parents 

FUTURE PUNS: making ‘lots of’ 
money 


RBE«IOaP:748y9ars 
RVfRRflE JBtMiliCE: Rs 30 per week 
NW|l l«i lN|||llB.B«O NH E; Rs 3,710 (Delhi); Rs 3.595 (Bombay); Rs 
2.411 (Banoalore); 1,591 (Madras) 

■ On die whole, girls get more than toys (Rs 43 against Rs 35) 

M On the whofe; girls ^nd more than toys (Rs 61 against Rs 56) 

RESPONSES 10SQIIK4XNIHII0NLY.A^ 

If rich, bow would you spnid your money? 

PBUH: buy a car or build a house 
■OMBAY: set up a business or buy clothes 
MAINIAS: build a house or set up a business 
BANOAUMK: donate in charity before spending on self 

What’s tfw latest tidng people are doing? 

MUM: wearing jeans 
BOMBAY: wearing jeans 
MAORAB: computers 
BANQAUIM: computers 




SiSSiBOnry 





ready answer. "What’s wrong with mak¬ 
ing money through fair means, whatever 
the age may be?" His contention is that 
most people are ‘dumb’ and it is when 
they can’t make money that they brand it 
as ‘unethical’. Despite his impeccable 
academic performance, Swamy’s 
mother was very worried when she dis¬ 
covered more than Rs 5,000 in his cup¬ 
board. But he silenced his mother with, 
"SoniaGandhi has made a lot of money 


Where do you wve your money? 

MUM: in a piggy bank 

MOMBAY: with their parents, rarely have a bank account 
MADRAS: most likely to have a bank accent 
BMiOAUMM: most likely to have a bank account 


Survsry conductad by: Cartoon NMwprk (TwiMr biMniaflOMl UUy 



"The professHHial dasses are 
more aware of Uie value of money, 
wbkh they try to drill in Midr 
children" 


— who ha"- ever bothered to ask her 
where all that mohey for the Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi Foundation comes from?" 

Brinda Subramaniam, the counsellor 
handling Swamy’s case, says. "Children 
these days are far more intelligent and 
the problem starts when they sense any 
kind of discrepancies between what par¬ 
ents practice and what they preach." 
Besides, most parents feci that since the 
general standard of living of most 
people has gone up. children ask for tlic 
best of everything. "Also, there is a need 
to recognise and appreciate the growing 
Independence of thought aniong.st 
children,” adds Brinda 

While the debate for what's right and 
what’s not is still on, the bottomline is 
that children these days like money — 
their own money —just like their eiders 
at home. As for parents, watch out, the 
next lime you wrack your brains over 
which senps to invest in. your child may 
have already got there. » 

wHh 

Wmlla/a0mbay,Ak"*» 

a mt g mty /CMeyttm mud Omk m s 
KaInt/MmwIMU 
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A pained look at war and mutilation 


N ot a bad time to be young. 

In a not'So-young country 
where thinking folks, for 
the past 50 years or so, 
have been trying to get the 
hang of what this so-so independence 
has brought for them — that is apart 
from assorted stuff like war and terro¬ 
rism. nukes and rights abuse, space 
rockets and fiscal deficits. So long, all 
these have made up the stormy domain 
of brawling politicians. Not any more. 
Things have changed, because in the 
rough Nineties, in this kick-and-punch 
dogfight of a living, this unspoken poli¬ 
tics of struggle has found a way right 
into the artistic subconscious of a group 
of young explorers who have got lots to 
say and aren’t afraid to say it on canvas. 

That was the impression you got. 
When you .stepped off the elevator, turn¬ 
ed right, slid in mechanically through 
the glass doors and entered CIM A galle¬ 
ry in south Calcutta. You walked into a 
bang. Let’s face it, even the most arty 
types visiting a gallery where an exhibi¬ 
tion with as innocent-sounding a name 
as Emerging Trends is going on, would, 
at the most, expect new techniques, 
maybe newer media. But stuff 
like blood-filled jars, revolver-wielding 
assassins or eyes served up for break¬ 
fast? Come on. 

It was just a matter' of time before they 
all came along. Tumbled in would be an 
apter expression. With the unwritten, 
and sometimes scrawled-out messages 
which seem to say to the viewer, O.K., 
you can bring your artistic judgement 
with you, but this is what we say. 
Sumitro Basak. one of the artists whose 
works were on display, kind of summed 
It up. He called it the "assault of ima¬ 
ges". And they are everywhere. 

So they are, but it’s the shock factor 
that gets you first. It's kind of a mind 
game. Two of the exhibits, Mithu Sen’s 
Breahfast Table I and II (mixed media), 
come as hideous assaults on sensibility. 
One table has dishes with eyes served 
up, the other has on offer a human heart 
and red chillies. The background is a 
world map. One viewer, who didn’t 
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immediately latch on to the hidden but 
obvious implication of these two Kargil- 
inspired works, asked die artist "Whe¬ 
re’s the anger in your art?" Sen’s respon- 
I se was in turn a cocky, rasping question: 
" "Do you," she asked him, "have eyes for 
breakfast?" 

Answers like that confirm at least one 
fact: that the artist knows what is artisti¬ 
cally profane and what is permissible. 



The images could have been more natu¬ 
ralistic, men-on-the-battlefield type.s. 
They are not. Sometimes, the abstract 
conveys more than the concrete, especia¬ 
lly when there’s a hell of a lot to tell — 
about war, torture, mutilation. It’s the 
artist’s own artistic gambit—tight, con¬ 
trolled and stark — but a gambit 
nevertheless. Her message is clear: you 
draw your own conclusion, because I 
have drawn mine. 

In some of her other works on display, 
the map of India occurs like a ready- 
to-explode leitmotif. The blood-filled 
jar shows the bloodletting that’s going 
on everywhere. The maps, obviously, 
are locales where the artist’s imagina¬ 
tion has come home to roost. There’s 


one question that naturally springs to 
mind here. Can art, despite all its high 
individuality stakes, be so overtly politi¬ 
cal? It can, as far as these artists arc 
concerned. 

One reason why Sen’s macabre draw¬ 
ings don’t look out of place is because 
by the time you have done a recce of the 
works on display, you realise that the 
political expressionism at play isn’t a 
chance presence. Contemporary times, 
incomplete lives, the not-so-successful 
market economics of small-time traders, 
dismembered bodies swept along by a 
dark river, masked stagnated people ris¬ 
ing as if in protest — all these come out 
in Samit Das’ The River (mixed media 
on paper) and People With Wooden 
Mask (mixed media on photostat). 

I t’s easy to get lost in the labyrinth of 
canvas-and-paper. Say, for instance, 
with Arup Ghosh’s collages: anogantly 
provocative fusions of scraps of paper 
crammed with meaning What actually 
spares us the ordeal of having to salvage 
our overwhelmed yet splintered respon¬ 
se is the sometimes mystical, sometimes 
satirical, and at times deliberately rough- 
edged material thread that runs through. 
They have a kind of liberating effect: 
they tell you a story, man in society, man 
reacting against abuse of power, against 


real-life situations. 

Sumitro's A Hunlinit Scene (mixed 
media on paper) is a sarcastic jab at the 
black buck incident where Salman Khan 
and a few others shot dead the endanger¬ 
ed species inside a protected area The 
artist, who’s just 24, punches together 
myth, cut-out of a film still, intrudes him¬ 
self and finally delivers his judgement 
— a dcjir between the hungry jaws of an 
animal sneaking out of a ic.scrved area. 
"This IS what is happening," say s the arti¬ 
st. You aren’t even safe where safety is 
supposedly guaranteed Doesn’t speak 
much for the system, does it? 

It doe.sn’t. But that’s how it is. Some¬ 
how, It’s easier to understand the psycho¬ 
logy at work. Young people in a scrap¬ 
py, fragmented world. Amritah Sen’s 
(.she'sjusl 26) The Assassination (mixed 
media on paper) is a take-off on a poem 
she read. "1 am a Calcasian [which 
means .she is a confirmed Calcuttanj and 
I always figure in my work," she-.says. 
What It means is: we all have our indivi¬ 
dual responses; our works are our res¬ 
ponses to what’s going on around us. 
Mo.st of us tend to wake up with ugly 
hangovers. Not these artists. 'They are 
going to ride out the storms, create what 
they feel, and be what they are. • 

MnanOa Haauil Smi/Cmieuttm 
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Caught in a time warp 


In India, children's films have not progressed much since the Thirties 


L ast week, as the festival organised 
by the Children’s Film Society of 
India (CFSI) in Delhi came to an 
end, it left in its wake disturbing ques¬ 
tions which have plagued the issue of 
children’s films in this country for long. 

The three major films showcased at 
the festival offered a sampling of what 
children’s films should ideally be like; 
Virendra Saini’s Kahhi Pass Kabhi Fail 
features a mathematical prodigy who res*- 
ists exploitation by a greedy conman, 
and regains his gift when he returns to a 
state of pastoral innocence; A.K. Sir’s 
Nandan is about a little boy who is temp¬ 
ted to do the wayward thing but beco¬ 
mes good again in the end; and Santosh 
Sivan’s Main is about a little girl who 
loves animals, and nature. 

All three films have won national 
awiuds this year. Sami’s Kahlii Pass 
Kabhi Fail has been judged the Best 
Children’s Film, Nandan the best Oriya 
film and the child'actress Shwethain 
Main won the Best Child Artiste award. 
It is the first time that the CFSI has had 
such a haul at the national level; it is also 
the first time the films have been made 
with a degree of sophistication and style, 
especially Sivan’s film, which is 
wondrously shot. 

But child protagonists of these films 
remain the good little kids of yesteryears 
who hurriedly retract their feci when the 
going gets a little messy. Although 
children’s films look more visually 
attractive than before, and often have 
.stars appearing in them (Naseeruddin 
Shah. Deepti Naval and Tom Alter play 
cameo roles in Kahhi Pass... ) and have 
children putting in realistic performan¬ 
ces. one can’t escape the feeling that 
they’ve been cast in the same old pre¬ 
achy mould 

"You should .see the kind of .scripts we 
get, they are .so Thirties in their attitude," 
says Sai Paranjpye, chairperson, CFSI, 
and a veteran maker of children’s films. 
"The best films for children are films for 
the complete family, not films which are 
childi.sh." Sadly, not too many films that 
the CFSI produces — features, shorts, 
animation — take this dictum to heart. 
The CFSI also has huge difficulties in 



Maili: a film about a littio girf’a lovo for animala and naturo 



reaching its target audience. Apart from 
the biennial national festival it holds, the 
body negotiates with schools and .state 
governments for screenings, but has not 
managed to reach enough young people. 
"Our efforts from now (onj will be to 
widen our base." said the newly- 
appointed CFSI CEO, Yash Choudhary. 

But for that the CFSI will have to be 
more inclusive, and more open about its 
proceedings, especially about its script 
committee which vets and approves the 
scripts which come its way. When 
Si'ND-\Y asked Paranjpye about the 
people on the committee, she refused to 


give their names on the grounds that 
they — "all eminent people" — would 
be badgered by potential script writers. 

Perhaps they do need to be badgered 
by people who will inundate them with 
scripts, so that thae are enough stories 
to choose from, so that truly original and 
imaginative stories surface. 

The makers of children’s films in 
India have existed in a time warp. There 
is barely any recognition of the fact that 
children’s tastes have changed dramati¬ 
cally: your average urban kid is surfing 
the Net seemingly before he learns to 
walk; in semi-urban areas children have 
access to cable television and even in the 
deepest rural pocket there is Doordar- 
shan, and the odd film. The proliferation 
of such software has ensured that the 
typical CFSI product — with limited 
visual appeal and a heavy moralising 
tone — sinks without a trace. It is only 
when the CFSI starts to seriously put the 
principle of fun and playfulness in its 
films, that there will be a real children’s 
film movement. "Right now we are very 
far from it," admits Paranjpye. • 
8luibhniOupta/M0wP0M 


42 


SUNDAY 22^28 Aujjusi 1996 







RAJIV SHUKLA 
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Merit as the basis 

The SC has given a bold judgement on reservations in postgraduate courses 


It is good that the 
Supreme Court 
has given a clear 
verdict on the 
demand lor reser¬ 
vations in post¬ 
graduate and super 
speciality courses. 
TTie honourable 
judges must be 
congratulated tor such a bold judgement 
in which they have disallowed this 
demand in the national interest There 
may be some rest'iitnient here and there, 
but by and large people have welcomed 
it. Those who are casteisi and vote- 
hungry may raise it. But those who are 
sensible and believe m social welfare 
will appreciate it 

Those who want to get into post- 
graduation and super speciality courses 
through re.servation aic the ones who 
have already availed ot the lacility So 
they should not be allowed again as they 
belong to the creamy layer 

For example, if somebody has 
already become a doctor or engineet 
through reservation, then why should he 
get another opportunity to enhance his 
career .' He should try to achieve it on the 
basis ol merit. If we do not do that, there 
will be many degree holders but highly 
incompetent doctors and engineers, and 
that will be disastrous 

So tar leaders like Kanshi Ram, 
Mayaw'ati. Ram Vilas Pa.swan and 
Laloo Piasad Yadav have not criticised 
the judgement. The Supreme Court has 
also ruled that a certain percentage ol 
marks should be fixed for admissions in 
engineering and medical courses and 
candidates from the re.served categories 
should not be selected below this level 
even il scats remain vacant 

I am not against reservations for the 
weaker sections of society. In fact, I 
stiongly feel that the condition of Dalits 
is still very bad in our country Unfortu¬ 
nately, during the last .“iO years, those 
amongst the Dalit communities who 
have achieved something through reser¬ 
vations, have not done anything Idr the 
(leoplc ol their own community. 

In fact, those from the Scheduled 



Castes and Scheduled Tribes who have 
already availed of reservations should 
be considered part of the creamy layer 
and their children should not be allowed 
to avail of reservations. Only .some thou¬ 
sands of Dalit families have taken the 
benefit of reservation policy while cro- 
res still live in miserable conditions. 


can be helped economically. If students 
from these communities who are really 
ptKir gel enough money for their educa¬ 
tion and food, they would not require 
reservation By doing this we will be hav¬ 
ing competent IAS and IPS officers, 
engineers and doctors from the Dalits 
and backward classes. 



For medical treatment, none 
of the politicians supporting 
reservations goes to any 
Dalit doctor. V.P. Singh loves 
to be treated in London, 
Kanshi Ram in Japan and 
Sitaram Kesri in Houston 


This facility should be marked for the 
children of tho.se Dalits who sre still reel¬ 
ing under jiovcrty 

The idea behind reservations was to 
help the SC/STs and Other Backward 
C'lasses becau.se they were economical¬ 
ly backward Owing to poor economic 
conditions, they were unable to come up 
in stKiety the way people of the forward 
castes have. Which means for poor 
Dalits and backward classes economic 
help is more important than leservations. 

I think the government and all politi¬ 
cal parties should think of a common pro¬ 
posal by which pimi Dalits and OBCs 



Of late I have conducted a survey 
which proved that none of the politicia¬ 
ns and bureaucrats supporting reserva¬ 
tions goes for medical treatment to any 
Dalit cirK'tor While V P Singh loves to 
be treated m London. Ranshi Ram in 
Japan and Sitaram Kesri in Houston, 
other such leaders also prefer doctors of 
forward castes in "Indian hospitals than 
any Dalit. 

We must do something by which 
bureaucrats. diK'iors and engineers from 
the weaker sections get respectability in 
siKiety and do not sul fer from the inferio¬ 
rity complex of being selected through 
reservation. • 
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The TMC leader is 
trying to reinvent 
himself as the 
deliverer of the 
downtrodden in Tamil 
Nadu 


K arupiah Mmpanar hates to 
take decisions, especially 
of the political kind. He 
tends to procrastinate, drag¬ 
ging his feet over crucial 
political moves, coming to a decision 
only when he is under pressure. Remem¬ 
ber when former Prime Minister Nara- 
simha Rao made a decision to align the 
Congress party with the Jayalalitha-led 
AIADMK in 1996? It Uxjk Moopanar 
quite some time to make up his mind. In 
April 1999, Moopanar put pressure on 
his MPs not to vote for the BJP govern¬ 
ment. in a gesture of solidarity towards 
the Sonia Gandhi-led Congress. But his 
decision was announced only on the mor¬ 
ning of the voting day. 

The Tamil Maanila C'ongress (TMC) 
wa.s formed by Mwrpanar on the eve of 
the 1996 state and Lok Sabha elections. 
The party was announced even before it 
had been registered with the Election 
Commision. It was M. Karunanidhi and 
superstar Rajnikant who effectively did 
the marketing of the TMC, while the 
ponn-chewing Moopanar had little to 



G.K. MOOPANAR 




Messiah 


say. 

After the 1996 elections, Moopanar’s 
TMC became the second biggest party 
in Tamil Nadu overnight, pushing the 
A1 ADM K to the third place. But Mcxrpa- 
nar was embarrassed because the Con¬ 
gress, to which his loyalty was unques¬ 
tionable, had performed abysmally. 
Congress candidates lost their deposits 
in all seats they contested in Tamil 
Nadu. And Mixipunar spoilt his chances 
of becoming the Prime Minister heading 
the United Front government at the Cen¬ 
tre, because he did not play his political 
cards well. 

In an attempt to end the 35-year rule 
of Dravidian parties in Tamil Nadu, 
Mcxipanar tried to create a new selling 
point for the TMC. His agenda was to re¬ 
establish Kamaraj’s rule (read: Con¬ 
gress with Moopanar as chief minister) 
by the year 2(X)I when Assembly elec¬ 
tions are due in Tamil Nadu. The other 


factor IS the presence of P. Chidamba¬ 
ram — the former finance minister who 
is kwked upon by the Tamil middle cla,s- 
ses as a potential Prime Minister from 
Tamil Nadu. The rumour making the 
rounds is that .Sonia Gandhi does not 
like Chidambaram, which Moopanar is 
obviously trying to cash in on by push¬ 
ing him to the sidelines. 

In the 1998 Lok Sabha elections, the 
scats held by the TMC were reduced 
from 20 to three, in the wake of a BJP- 
AIADMK wave. The DMK realised that 
the TMC had no real grass-rcxits sup¬ 
port. Moopanar reacted sharply by laun¬ 
ching an offensive against Karunani- 
dhi’s government. .Soon Moopanar was 
functioning as the state unit chief of the 
Congress(I). By playing second fiddle 
to Sonia, he had managed to erase the 
identity of the TMC. 

The biggest .set-back, for Moopanar 


and the TMC, was when superstar Raj¬ 
nikant started drifting away from the par¬ 
ty. Being a Maharashtnan by birth, Raj¬ 
nikant had a leaning towards the BJP. 
He tned to persuade Moopanar to sup¬ 
port the BJP at the Centre before it fell in 
April 1999. To no avail. Therefore, in 
the 1999 elections, Rajnikant and his 
fans have decided to keep away from 
poll-related activities—a major blow to 
Moopanar’s support base 

M cxipanar had tried to sell .Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi a pet theory of his — 'isolate 
AIADMK leader Jayalalitha’. He had 
suggested that a .secular front be formed 
under the leadership of the Congress 
which would include the Left, Muslim 
parties like lUML, Puthiya Tamizha- 
gam and other opponents of the BJP- 
DMK combine minus the AIADMK. 
But Sonia and her Tamil Nadu adi isors 
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(read; Mani Shankar Aiyar — an old ] 
enemy of Moopanar’s) rejected the plan, 
preferring the time-tested policy of alli¬ 
ance with Jayalalitha. 

When even people like Arunachalam, 
a man he trusted deeply, went back to 
the Congress and some of his men at the 
grass-root level crossed over to the 
AIADMK; Moopanar started thinking 
of forming a third front in Tamil Nadu. 
He then spoke to a well-known market¬ 
ing agency which suggested that he 
repackage himself as the new ’messiah 
of the downtrodden’, since the 1999 elec¬ 
tions would be fought on caste in Tamil 
Nadu. Moopanar roped in Puthiya 
Tamizhagam (PT) leader Krishnaswa- 
my, a Naxalite-tumed-Dalit leader, who 
has pockets of influence in southern dis¬ 
tricts. In the last elections Krishnaswa- 
my’s goons had roughed up Aru¬ 
nachalam, then in the TMC. Says Aru¬ 
nachalam, who had lost to Krishnaswa- 
my by over 1 lakh votes, "I do not know 
what happened to Moopanar. Heis so des 
perate that he has tied up with a criminal 
element like the PT whose leader is 
accused in a murder case." 

Moopanar is trying to take a leaf out 
of Kanshi Ram’s political career, by try- 


Moopanar Is trying to 
take a leaf out of Kanshi 
Rain’s poittical career by 
bringing all Dalit parties 
together under the TMC 
umbrelia. This election» 
he would be riding 
piggyback on the Puthiya 
Tamizhagam 


not be a populist move. As Aru¬ 
nachalam asked, "Is the TMC covering 
itself with glory by associating with a 
rank casteist outfit like the PT which is 
slowly emerging as an agricultural 
mafia in the villages of Tamil Nadu?" 

Moopanar’s logic is; anything for a 
non-Dravadian alternative in Tamil 
Nadu. "The TMC is not really bothered 
about the. 1999 elections," he reveals 
"What we are looking at is the 2001 
Assembly elections. For that wc have to 
build a third front with the help of secu¬ 
lar, Dalit and minority organisations, 
which 1 am sure will open a new chapter 


in the political firmament of Tamil 
Nadu". That, however, does not explmn 
why he has offered seats to ietter-head 
parties’ like the Republican Party of 
India and Dalit Panthers who have not 
even recovered their deposits in past 
elections. 

The chances of a TMC-led front in 
Tamil Nadu does not look too promising 
at the moment. The relationship bet¬ 
ween the PT and the TMC had soured 
somewhat over seat allocation. The PT 
wanted 12 out of the 39 seats in Tamil 
Nadu, but the TMC is not willing to part 
with more than eight. In .south Tamil 
Nadu, a supposed PT stronghold, they 
wanted to contest from Tenkasi, Tiru- 
nelveli and Ramanthapuram which the 
TMC IS not willing to concede. Initially, 
Moopanar's not talking to him directly 
about scat-sharing had peeved PT leader 
Krishnaswamy who felt that "the talks 
were sabotaged by those in the TMC 
who had some other agenda". But now 
talks have been re,sumed between the 
two leaders and both sides are hoping 
that their differences would be sorted 
out amicably 

Even so, political pundits feel that the 
new TMC-PT alliance may act only as 



ing to bring together all Dalit parties 
under the TMC umbrella. Riding piggy¬ 
back on the PT and other Dalit organisa¬ 
tions, he thinks, will do the trick just the 
same way as exploiting Rajnikant’s 
popular support and taking advantage of 
a sweeping anti-Jayalalitha wave did 
before. But aligning with the PT may 

In the 1999 elections, 
Rajnikaiit and his fans 
have decided to keep 
away from poll-related 
actives—a major blow 
to Moopanaris support 
base 



spoilers in the clash of the other two for¬ 
midable fronts in Tamil Nadu — the 
DMK-BJP and the AIADMK- 
Congressfl) 'I’he only TMC leader with 
chances of retaining his seal is P. Chi¬ 
dambaram at Sivaganga. As for the rest, 
it will be an uphill task to get back their 
deposits. 

But M(H)panar does not seem to he 
bothered about his party’s prospects at 
the coming Lok .Sabha elections. At the 
moment he has enough to chew on, try¬ 
ing to reinvent himself as a leader of the 
Dalits Possibly he has his sights set on 
the post-election scenario when he will 
be in a better position to bargain, probab¬ 
ly having merged the TMC with the 
.Sonia-led Congress by then. The 1999 
polls are sure going to be a turning point 
for the TMC and Moopanar, its 
founder • 
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In Tamil Nadu, the 
DMK has been more 
accomodative 
towards the BJP than 
■ the AlADMK towards 
its alliance partner, 
the Congress 

I t is a neat role reversal. From 
being senioi partner to accepting 
terms as a junior colleague has 
been presented as a fait accompli 
to party workers who might have 
otherwise questioned the wisdom of 
being Mama’s Boys. That is exactly 
what Congressmen have been reduced 
to in Tamil Nadu after the party accepted 
the 11 Lok Sabha seats that the AlAD¬ 
MK supremo J Jayalalilha grudgingly 
doled out to the C'ongress Of course, as 
an added 'bonus’ she left the Pondicher¬ 
ry seal for the Congress, leaving the par¬ 
ty with no other option but to accept the 
terms. 

From being the major partnei in all 
Lok Sabha elections fought in alliance 
with the AlADMK, the Congress has 
neatly accepted being a minor player in 
the state and, in the process, underscor¬ 
ed the declining lortunes of the party. 
While the Congress contested 28 seats 
in 1989 and 1991 and 29 in 1996, leav¬ 
ing the AlADMK with the rest; this time 
the AlADMK has emerged as the domin¬ 
ant partner and allotted two .^cats each to 
the CPI and the CPM, one seatto the Indi¬ 
an National League, besides the 11 left 
tor the Congress. 

In contrast, the DMK has been more 
accomodative towards the BJP while 
finalising the .seat-sharing arrangement. 
Despite the lact that the BJP in the state 
is of recent vintage and the party needs 
the shoulders of at least one major Dravi- 
dian party to fire its missiles from, the 
DMfK has not only allowed the party to 
rccontest the majority ot scats it contest¬ 
ed in 1998, but has also provided it with 
an extra seat. In ways more than one, this 
is indicative of the contrasting attitude 
of the two major Dravidian parties towar¬ 
ds their national allies. 

But It IS not only in terms of numeri¬ 
cal, dominance that the AlADMK has 
sought to highlight its role as the 
‘leader’ of the front. Rather, it is also in 



Congressmen in Tamil Nadu have been reduced to 
Mama’s Boys after the party accepted the 11 Lok 
Sabha seats doled out to them by AlADMK supremo J. 

Jayaialitha 
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terms of the scats that have been left for 
the Congress that Jayalulitha has made it 
clear that she is in the driver's seat all the 
way. Of the 11 seats left for the BJP, 
only one — Arakkonain — had seen the 
AlADMK candidate emerging victori¬ 
ous in 1998. Another two— Vandavasi 
and Tindivanam — were bagged by its 


allies MDMK and PMK, and have long 
been considered to be finn territories lor 
the fringe Dravidian parties that have 
aligned with the DMK this time in the 
National Democratic Alliance. 

Tnie, there were hiccujis in the DMK- 
Icd front also. The piotracted negotia¬ 
tions between DMK and MDMK and 
the denial of ticket to the PMK leadei 
and former Union minister Dalit Hzhi- 
malai were enibarrassmenis that the BJP 
could have done without. But as a senior 
BJP leader K. Jana Knshnamurlhi 
explained, "It was natural that parties 
with a common support base would 
jockey among themselves during talks 
regarding seal distribution But we are 
satislied with the approach the DMK 
adopted towards us." 

Barring Maui Shankar Aiyar there 
would he few Congressmen who would 
hieatlie easy following the scat distribu¬ 
tion by Madam’. Having won fiom 
Mayiladuturai in 1991, he nuiscd his 
constituency like few MPs before him 
and this paid dividends in 1998 when 
despite being an independent candidate 
he polled close to 7.k(H)0 votes. What 



MtIsfiMi with tiM approach the 
DMK adoptarl towards us" 


gives him an added advantage is the fact 
that the scat was won for the la.st two 
times by the TMC with the PMK emerg- * 
ing as the runner up in 1998. With the ' 
drift in the TMC support palpable and 
the PMK joining the NDA bandwagon, 
Aiyai can expect to have a head start. 
That IS il Soma Gandhi ignores the rule 
created by her of denying tickets to 
leaders who have been defeated twice in 
succession 

The BJP has been allowed to retain 
Coimbatore. Tiruchapalli and Nilgiris 
where it had won last time. This is in 
addition to the Nageicoil where the par¬ 
ty was within striking distance to the 
TMC that finally won the seat Exe" the 
additional seat that has been allotted to 
the BJP is Sivaganga, the pocket 
borough of P Chidambaram for long. 
While the AlADMK left the scat lor the 
Congiess because the AlADMK does 
not have a very good base and lost by a 
big margin in 1998. the DMK has allott¬ 
ed the seat to the BJP with the intention 
ol enabling the party to benefit from the 
split in ("hidambaram's vole bank. \ 

F oi the Congiess, things are not going , 
to be easy in any oi the other seats ; 
either. Even in Chennai, foi instance, j 
Keeping in mind that the AlADMK has ^ 
won the three seats in the slate capital j 
only once, the AlADMK has conve- , 
nicntly allotted all the three scats to its i 
partners While Congress has been giv- | 
en Chennai .South, CPM has been allott- j 
ed C'hennai North and the INI. has been j 
left to slug It out in Chennai ('entral Des¬ 
pite being a Congiess stronghold once ; 
and electing stalwart^ like T.T Krishna- 
machan and R Venkataraman, Chennai 
South has seen the Congress slipping 
badly since the 198()s. Baiting Vaijayan- 
thmiala Bah. the last Congress leader to 
be elected m 1989, nobody 1 rom the Con- ' 
gress has done well. The .seat, won by 
the DMK last time, had the added advan¬ 
tage of the main challenge coming from 
the BJP whose veteran leader Jana Kri.sh- 
namurth.i gave T.R. Balu a g(K>d run for 
the money 

Of the seats allotted to the Congress, 
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il has had prominent leaders in the recent admitted that its unit in the three consti- party having a large vote base from the 
past only in Sivaganga (P. Chidamba- tuencics has been dormant for long and 1950s. This survived through the 
ram) besides Chennai South and the party leadership is no! sure of wrest- decades and the party has just needed a 

Mayiladuturai.The other seats have not ing them from the PMK and MDMK helping hand from one of the two Dravi- 

elected either very many Congress (already allotted seats by the DMK). dian parties to win the seat, 
leaders since the 1980s or their profile There is thus no option for the Congress Similarly, the CPM has been a strong 
has not been high enough to warrant but to start with little to hope for except wicket in Madurai. Though the party has 

national attention. It is thus evident that another ‘wave situation’ in favour of the won the scat just once in 1967 (and once 

the AIADMK is not only trying to keep AIADMK-led front, as it alone appears by the united CPI in 1957), the CPM has 

a check on the number of possible Con- to be in a position to ensure victory of polled a .steady vote share since the 

gress MPs from the state but al.so en.sur- Coneress candidates from Tamil Nadu. 1970s. In 1977, 1980 and 1984. the par- 
ipg that very few of them have the statu- The case of allotting Nilgiris to the ty polled close to 40 per cent votes while 
PC to emerge as important leaders repre- Congress is also perplexing because this closer in 1991, it polled close to 30 per 
senting the interests of the state. It is a was one seat where the Congress was cent. In fact, even in 1998 the party can- 

clever ploy of killing the proverbial two challenged by the Swatantra Party even didate polled nearly 17 per cent votes 

birds with one stone. before the advent of the united DMK as despite not having L alliance with any 

Of the seats left for the Congress, the a powerful electoral force In recent major front, 

case of Tindivanam, Chidambaram and years, this .seat has seen the steady rise of While it is true that elections are not 
Vandavasi are among the most curious the BJP from the early 1990s and in contested on the drawing board and the 
I’he Congress last won the seats in 1989 1991. the party polled a significant num- situation on the ground often turns out to 

and 1991, both times there was a ‘wave ber of votes. In 1998, the BJP won the be different from what appears to be the 

situation* in favour of the AIADMK- seat with its candidate defeating the case when campaign begins. But for the 

Congress alliance. In 1996. while TMC TMC candidate by a comfortable mar- moment the dice appei^s to be loaded 

won Vandavasi, the DMK bagged Tindi- gm. Though the Congress candidate R. again.st the Congress. It is evident that 

vanam and Chidambaram. In all the con- Prabhu polled a fair number of votes, the this ‘Mama’ would like its prodigy not 

stitucncies, the PMK, which contested Congress would not have an easy battle to be a ‘Big Boy’ this time. In contrast, 
the elections without aligning with as the TMC candidate is expected to cut the DMK has not tried to impose its 
either of the two main fronts, polled a into the anti-BJP vote. regional hegemony over the BJP and has 

significant number of votes. In 1998, the In contrast to the seats allotted to the even been fairly encouraging in its 
AIADMK had not contested these seats Congress, the two communist parties efforts to provide the BJP with a permaji- 
and instead allotted them to the PMK have reasons to feel beholden to the ent toehold in the stale where it has taken 

and the MDMK that won the seats with AIADMK as they have been given seats the longest for the party to make inroads 

their candidates defeating the TMC and where the party has had a fair presence into. • 

DMK nominees. By allotting the two over the years. For instance, Nagapatti- 

seats to the Congress, the AIADMK has nam won by the CPI in 1998 has seen the tHImtfan MukhopaMymy/Mw IMW 
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Scandalous 

Bihar's murky slide H | 

into a state of scams ■ ■ I H 

■■ 

have done better — or ^B 

worse, if vou olease — 


o invading army could 
have done it better — or 
worse, if you please — 
than what its own people 
have managed to do to 
Bihar over the years. It’s a long, sordid 
tale of systematic plunder that began 
soon after Independence. .Scams came to 
be the order of the day. They thrived, su.s- 
tained by an unholy nexus; the politician- 
bureaucrat link. But then, secrecy was 
still the watchword. It was after March 
1990, that the lid was blown off. The 
Janata Dal had come to power in the 
state and a low-profile Laloo Prasad 
Yadav had become the chief minister A 
change of guar d upsets even the smooth¬ 
est operatives. So, gone was the cloak of 
secrecy. No longer were things under 
wraps. Now, it was a brazen parade of 
megascams—one after another. 

The slide, as certified by the National 
Sample Survey (NSS), became a ‘down¬ 
hill gallop’. According to NSS data, 
before 1990, 40 per cent ol the state’s 
population lived below the poverty line 
The figure’s now gone up to more than 
50 per cent. Burdened by unnecessary 
expenditure and government-abetted 
scams, Bihar, today, is saddled with a 
debt-figure that crosses Rs 10,000 crore. 
Here’s a low-down on the various .scams 
that have so far come to light 

The Animal Husbandly 
Departnmnt Scam (aka The 
Fodder Scam) 

The scam was detected on 20 January, 
1996, by the then Chaibasa DC, Amit 
Khare. There is a dispute over the exact 
figure, but sources believe it has crossed 
Rs l,5(K) crore. Two of the accused are 
two former chief ministers: Jagannath 
Mishra and Laloo Prasad Yadav. Bom 


fr B 


The fodd«r scam 
ittabied matiirily | 
when Lakw Yadav] 
wastheCM 1 
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bitumen were purchased. On the other | 
hand, the petroleum and natural gas 
ministry director, Sunil Uke’s letter 
(P21019/21/96) states that during this 
period. 3,14,000 metric tonnes of bitum¬ 
en were supplied to Bihar, Thus, 93,0(X) 
meliic tonnes of bitumen worth Rs 49 
crore was misappropnated 
The matter was handed over to the 
CBl by the Patna High Court Division 
Bench comprising the then Chief Justi¬ 
ce, D P. Wadhwa, and Justice S.J. Muk- 
hopadhyay on the PIL filed by Sushil 
Kumar Modi on 20 February, 1997 All 
together 53 FIRs have been registered in 
connection with the bitumen scam. 
Except for parliamentary questioning, 
no accused has been arrested nor has the 
CBl Filed any charge-sheet. The .scam is 
being probed by CBl teams from Patna, 


Burdened by unnecessary 
expenditure and 
government-abetted 
scams, Bihar today is 
saddled with a debt-figure 
that crosses Rs 10,000 
crore 


ed by the then revenue and land reforms 
minister, Inder Singh Namdhari, on 17 
June, 1996 It involved more than 200 
acres of government-owned (Khms 
Mahal) urban land that was fraudulently 
allotted, on a permanent basis, to several 



Ranchi and Dhanbad. 'fhe Patna team 
has 35 cases, the Ranchi team has eight 
while the Dhanbad unit has ten cases to 
probe into 

On 21 April, 1998, income tax depart¬ 
ment officials raided as many as 65 pre¬ 
mises, including the official residence of 
Illiyas Hussain. Though several docu¬ 
ments were recovered, the golden catch 
proved to be the recovery of Rs 28 lakh 
kept in a gunny bag from the house of 
Hussain’s private secretary Shahabud- 
din Baig. But none of the accused has 
been arrested and no charge-.sheet, even 
interim, has been filed. 

Land Scam 


The Rs 4fK)-crore .scam was unearth- 


Br4 BIhari Prasad, main accused in the 
BECEE scam, was kiiied on 13 June last 
year 

housing societies and individuals.'The 
then special secretary, Ashok Bardhan, 
found that out of the total 21 cases put up 
before him lor investigation, 11 were 
true on the face-value itself. Bardhan 
submitted his report regarding the remai¬ 
ning ten cases in August 1996 to the 
state government. According to his 
report, the settlements were a gross viola¬ 
tion of the rules which specified that 
though the land is neither fallow nor 
piime, it can be leased but under no cir 
cumstances can be transferred. Investi¬ 
gations revealed that several housing 
societies and individuals had been grant 


ed absolute ownership. 

In his report Bardhan said that the 
scam had started in 1965. And most of 
the deputy commissioners and divisio¬ 
nal commissioners, who maintained a 
studied silence while the malpractice 
went on unabated, where receiving kick- 
backs. Bardhan had pin-pointed that 
nine DCs, who had been posted in Ran¬ 
chi during the last two decades, had ille¬ 
gally transferred land owned by tribals 
m as many as 196 ca.scs. 

After 1993, the illegal transfer ot both 
government and tribal-owned land gain¬ 
ed momentum when the slate govern¬ 
ment started receiving proposals that the 
land could be converted into free- 
holding land and sold either to the 
people who were occupying it or in the 
free market. Incidentally, Laloo Yadav, 
loo, had declared that the government- 
owned fallow and prime land would be 
turned into free-holding land. Sources 
believed that this happened after the 
state government discovered that a num¬ 
ber of highri.ses had come up on the 
government-owned land. 

In 1992, the revenue department had 
sent a reminder to the Cabinet for appro¬ 
val to free the lands from the clutches of 
individuals and societies. The govern¬ 
ment chose to Ignore it Sources in Ran¬ 
chi told StiNOAY that the papers related 
to the survey of 1935 have been destroy¬ 
ed and from the Ranchi Collectorate, 
235 pages of Register II are missing. 

Interestingly, several persons accus¬ 
ed m the fodder scam have been benefici¬ 
aries of the land scam in Ranchi A 
prime accused in the fodder scam, Daya- 
nand Kashyap, procured 21 acres of 
pnme land through his Hill View Hous¬ 
ing Society. Similaily, Dipesh Chan- 
dak, another accused who has decided to 
turn approver in the foddei scam, owns 
an acre of land on which his father Maha- 
vir Chandak has a factoiy Incidentally, 
this land belonged to a tribal named 
Mahavir Munda Under the Scheduled 
Area Regulation Act. no non-tribal can 
purchase or lease land belonging to a tri¬ 
bal. The matter of Munda, like many 
other cases, went to the Scheduled Area 
Regulation Court. Even when the litiga¬ 
tion was decided in Munda's favour, no 
action was taken to free the land. 

Medicine Scam 


The amount involved in this health 
department scam comes up to about Rs 
300 crore. Medicines meant to be distri¬ 
buted free among the needy were allott- 
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ed to various hospitals. Massive irregula¬ 
rities were also Steeled in the purchase 
of medicines. Before 1982, medicines 
were allotted through the health depart¬ 
ment which, in turn, were distributed by 
respective health officials. The medici¬ 
nes were prtKured from the central 
government’s medical store depot 
(MSD) in Calcutta. The civil surgeon 
and district health officer used to send 
the requisition which was counter¬ 
signed by the health department’s depu¬ 
ty director. 

But, under a well-planned conspiracy 
in January 1982, a letter (No. 170, dated 
27.01.82) regarding the purchase of 
medicine was issued. Tliis letter contain¬ 
ed no directive regarding the counter- 
signature of the deputy director or anyth¬ 
ing about the control exercised by the 
health department. Taking advantage of 
the ‘vague’ letter, several health officia¬ 
ls posted in various districts of Bihar 
directly ordered medicines from MSD, 
Calcutta, even when they had no authon- 
ty to do so. Once the medicines arrived, 
it was sold in the open market, thus lin¬ 
ing the pockets of many. 

The worst affected district has been 
Dumka in south Bihar. Here, health offi¬ 
cials after having misused the funds 
meant fer purchase of medicines, sent 
the MSD, Calcutta, an order for medici¬ 
nes worth Rs 5:28 crore. It was the then 
DDC, Dumka, B.K. Pathak, who 
unearthed the scam He found that medi¬ 
cines worth Rs 3,2crore had been misap¬ 
propriated during the peritxl 1990-95, 
when Laloo Yadav was the CM. Dumka 
civil surgeon Dr R.S. Singh wa.s conside¬ 
red very close to the former CM. Inter¬ 
estingly, he wrote a letter to the state 
government on 18 November, 199.3, 
seeking permission to file cases against 
the erring health officials. The permis¬ 
sion was denied. 

According to .sources, the MSD, Cal¬ 
cutta, besides sending medicines to 
Dumka. also sent medicines worth Rs 
10.3 crore, though only on paper. And Rs 
120 crore was withdrawn fraudulently 
from the treasury on the plea that medici¬ 
nes had to be bought Nothing of course 
was purchased. The state government’s 
attitude from the very beginning has 
been lackadaisical. Even when the then 
health minister, Sudha Srivastav, on 16 
March. 1994. recommended a CBl pro¬ 
be through the File No 10/Pur- 
chase/l .3.92, the chief minister chose to 
ignore it. It was only in July 1996, that a 
reluctant Laloo Yadav ordered a CBI 
probe. However, it is alleged that the for¬ 


mer CM exerted pressure on the Union 
government to stop the home ministry 
from issuing the required notification to 
the CBl. As a result, the CBI is yet to 
begin its investigation. 

Forest Scam 

Between 1981 and 1991, pesticides 
and polythene goods were purchased 
but only on paper'. Similar was the case 
with the forest plantation scheme in 
which Rs 100 crore was misappropria¬ 
ted. The scam came to light in 1993 and, 
after preliminary investigations 
between 22 November 1994 and 30 June 
1995, 18 FIRs were lodged- 

Considenng the seriousness of the 
scam, the vigilance department 


invst Laloo Yadav 

inspector-general of police recommend¬ 
ed a CBI probe on 8 June. 1995. Though 
the then CM, LaliKi Yadav, signed the 
related file agreeing to the recommenda¬ 
tion. the matter was ncvei handed over 
to the CBl. Constant obstruction Irom 
the forest department employees forced 
the vigilance department to approach 
the CM who. in turn, called a high-level 
meeting on 16 August, 1995, which was 
attended by the chief secretary, vigilan¬ 
ce commissioner, vigilance director- 
general of police, forest secretary and 
the chief conservator of forests. 

It was decided that the vigilance 
department will not arrest any accused 
for a month and subsequently the forest 
department will ask all the absconding 
officials and employees to return to 
work where they would have to clear the 
situation. And alter a month, when the 
chief minister gave the clearance, the 


vigilance department would take action. 
But then. Laloo took things in his own 
hands and ordered that status quo be 
maintained. All this was done to keep 
the scam under wraps. 

Since 16 August, 1995, no action has 
been taken against the errant forest offi¬ 
cials and files related to the scam lie unat¬ 
tended till date. 

Forest Devetopmeiit 
CorporatkHiScaiii 

This scam was unearthed by none 
other than Laloo Yadav himself. But he 
did not taking any action agaimst the cul¬ 
prits. On 12 December, 1995, Janata Dal 
MLC Tanwir Hassan said in the Legisla¬ 
tive Council that a scam of Rs 50 crore 


had been detected in the Forest Develop-, 
ment Corporation. LC chairman Prof. 
Jabir Hussain ordered an enquiry on 17 
January, 1996. In his order (No. 1338). 
Hussain said that the then managing 
director, Prem Sharan, and other top offi¬ 
cials should be held guilty and accor¬ 
dingly FIRs should be filed against 
them But no stringent action was taken 
against anyone. The corporation officia¬ 
ls were charged with fraudulent pur¬ 
chase of seeds worth Rs 60 lakh and ille¬ 
gal felling of teak worth Rs 40 crore. 

Bihar Engineering Competitive 
Entrance Examination 
(BECEE) Scam 

The CBl is probing the scam and had 
also arrested the now-deceased framer 
science and technology minister Brij 
Bihari Prasad on 4 April, 1998, under 



CBI Joint4)irector (Mit) U.N. Biswas was accused of seekhv the army's help to 
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various sections of the IPC and the Pre¬ 
vention of Corruption Act in Case No. 
RC438/97. 

It was on 17 July, 1997, that the Patna 
High Court ordered a CBI probe into the 
affair after examining the writ petition 
of two ‘failed’ examinees, Arun Kumar 
from Jehanabad and Pramod Dokania 
from Bhagalpur. The court constituted a 
special committee on 30 August. 1996 
to probe the matter. It was through this 
committee’s enquiry that the matter 
came to light. During the BECEE which 
was held on 30 June, 1996, blank answer- 
sheets were submitted by ‘privileged’ 
examinees which were later filled up by 
learned ‘examinees'. Interestingly, the 

In the BE€E exams held 
onSOlune, 1996, Uank 
answer-sheets were 
submitted by 'privileged’ 
examinees which were 
later filled up by learned 
'examinees’. 

Interestingly, the answers 
written on these sheets 
were exactly the same as 
in the master copy of 
examination authorities 


answers written on these sheets were 
exactly the same as in the master copy of 
examination authorities. 

Though 1,100 candidates had quali¬ 
fied, the Patna High Court cancelled the 
registration of 245 examinees. These 
candidates were charged with clearing 
the examination after having paid anyth¬ 
ing between Rs 3 and 5 lakh. The CBI 
has lodged cases against 250 persons in 
this connection. Though the probe is 
now almost a year old, no charge-sheet 
has been filed. The CBI has also remain¬ 
ed silent over the murder ol Brij Bihari 
Prasad who was the main accused Pra¬ 
sad was kilted on 13 June last year inside 
the premises of the hospital where he 
was undergoing treatment while in judi¬ 
cial custody. It has been pointed out that 
with Ih-asad’s murder the entire scam 
has ‘lost its punch’. Legal experts, 
however, believe that even when the 


prime accu.sed is no more, the case and 
the probe should continue keeping the 
other accused (lersons in view. 

Coal Supply Scam 

This scam was unearthed by Bnj Biha- 
li Prasad Prasad, belbre he was murde¬ 
red, had spoken to Suno^y at length and 
bad said that the scam had been going on 
since 1993. He had accused the Coal 
India Limited (CIL) ol defrauding the 
Bihar State Electricity Board (BSEB) of 
crores of rupees by .supplying inferior 
quality coal which not only damaged the 
thermal power plants but also drove 
them on the verge of closure. 

Prasad had pointed out that the BSEB 
was losing Rs 2 crore daily since 1993. 
The total money involved in the 
scam comcs to around Rs 6,200 crore. 
The CIL has been charged with supply¬ 
ing 'G'-grade coal and even plain stone 
chips instead of the ‘D’-grade coal 
which is required in thermal power 
plants 

Prasad, who was then science and 
technology minister, came across a rail¬ 
way rake filled with black stone chips 
instead of coal. The samples were tested 
in Bangalore’s Central Power Research 
Institute and the results were startling. 
The useful heat value (IJHV) of coal 
worked out to a meagre 733 kcal per kg, 
whereas the required UHV should have 


been 4,200 kcal per kg if the coal was 
‘D’-grade. This explained everything. 
Prasad had then revealed to Sunday that 
the CIL had been paid Rs 8,640 crore for 
very bad quality coal and even the stone 
chips. But, as usual, nothing much has 
been done so far and the culprits remain 
at large. 

Unifonn Purchase Scam 

This has nothing to do with politicia¬ 
ns. It IS basically the CBI versus the poli¬ 
ce. The CBI has filed charge-sheets 
against top police officials in the .state in 
Case No. RC44(A)/96 which was filed 
after a Rs 87-Iakh scam was detected. 
The case was filed in Dumka district and 
involved misappropriation of funds for 
the purchase and supply of police 
unifomis. 

The scam — where either the supply 
of uniforms, socks and blankets, etc., 
was made only on paper or it was of the 
most inferior quality — came to light in 
1986. Involved are top police officials. 
The government had ordered a CBI pro¬ 
be in 1986 and ten > ears later in 1996 the 
CBI filed charge-sheets in five matters. 
Now, five officials are on bail. Inter¬ 
estingly, instead of being punished, 
some errant police officials have been 
promoted and are holding responsible 
and sensitive posts in the government. • 
MmvmdZaMr/Patam 
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The anti-dam lobby has big names on its side. 
But parched Gujarat still needs water. What 
is the solution ? 


A visual abcnation. That's 

what greets you at the Kata- 
ria village in the Lakthar 
tehsil in Saurashtra. Some¬ 
thing is amiss. There is no 
pond — no kids splashing around, no 
women gossiping as they wash clothes, 
no clutter of utensils being washed. 
Instead, there are queues of villagers 
with grim and exhausted faces. They 
have gathered to get their basic neces¬ 
sity, water from tanks provided by thiT 
civic authorities They arc wholly depen¬ 
dent on monsoons 

With the season almost over before it 
started, there’s despair in their eyes It's 
a near-drought situation. Sixty per cent 
of the crops have failed Says Kantaben. 
"If it does not rain in a week's time, we 


shall lose all .our crops." They base 
already incuired debts to buy seeds and 
feitili/ers. Without the haivest, they 
.shall be penniless, 

In ncighbouiing villages, children 
find It difficult to walk The reason, 
excess fluorides in drinking watei, re,sul- 
ting in dental and skeletal fluorosis. In 
.Sangani village, an unbehe\able sight 
greets us Villagers m' dependent on a 
tiny man-made cave where the ground- 
water .seeps through the walls "Our kids 
don't go to school. They take turns tocol- 
lect water in utensils as buckets cannot 
be used It takes ovei an hour to till a 
bucket." says Yadav Bhai Rathore. 

At Navamadad, it's the same story. 
As we talk to the villagers, a girl, barely 
seven, makes futile attempt to wipe out a 
stain off her dress with muddy water 
from the only well in the village. The 
well IS drying up and has .started stin¬ 
king. f)f the six hand pumps m the villa¬ 
ge, only thrde arc functional. Cholera 
'Strikes every now and then. W'ater is too 


precious to be used to maintain cleanli¬ 
ness. Lalu Bhai Gadhavi, the sarpanch, 
dismisses the role of political parties. 
Their only hope is Narmada. 

Have they heard of the Narmada 
Bachao Andolan (NBA)? Of Medha Pat- 
kai and Ariindhati Roy? A youngster 
acknowledges- "I’ve seen Medha Patkar 
on Zee TV," An elder immediately cur¬ 
ses Medha. "Why does not she visit us 
and see lot herself' Even we have to 
migrate seasonally to cities during sum¬ 
mers Our womenfolk and kids spend 
their cnlirc^day fetching water" 

To them, the plight of the displaced tri- 
bals and residents of villages that will be 
submerged is just one side of reality. A 
teenager quips: "I'm really for jal 
sainarpaii. But f^rst get the river water to 


my village " 

G overnment oflicials express their 
helplessness The dams are dry Be 
it the Nay ka dam near Surendra Nagar or 
the Bhadai dam near Rajkot, it’s the 
same story everywhere. The story of fail¬ 
ed monsoons. Bitter memones of three 
consecutive years of droughts in 1986. 
1987 and 1988 still haunt these 12 mill¬ 
ion people when water sold in the streets 
of Rajkot, after being transported by 
trains from Gandhinagar 

Today, Rajkot with its seven-lakh 
population gets drinking water once in 
SIX days. Tankers are the daily source of 
watei. Every cubic metre of water provi¬ 
ded by tanks cost Rs 80-90 and the ,soui - 
ces are usually private farmers who 
trade water foi a few favours. Often 
these sources are 45-50 kins away from 
the villages. 

Throughout the year, department offi¬ 
cials try to trace water by drilling and 
boring. Once the sources are identified, 



File picture of a drou|{lit-prone 
Gujarat: looking forward to 
Narmada water 


the pipes have to bt' laid extensively to 
supply to cities and villages. The costs 
are exorbitant. Each project involves cro- 
rcs of rupees The Eighth Plan allotted 
Rs 37,^ crores lor provision of drinking 
water to the state and additional Rs 484 
crore had to be spent. Officials are rac¬ 
ing against time as the remaining sour¬ 
ces will dry up within a month. The 
iiony IS that the new sources will be 
temporary 

The sources dry up every third year 
on an average because of the rocky ter¬ 
rain where the gioundwatcr cannot per¬ 
colate. As a result, levels drop. "Ten 
years ago, open wells were 18 to 20 
metres deep. Today a 35-40-metre-deep 
well IS dry. We have to bore w'eils to a 
depth of 200-300 metres," explains 
some officials of the water supply depart¬ 
ment. With a coastline of 1,600 km, it’s 


The other side 
of big dams 
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• Ra^ot receives water suppfy just 
ortceinsixdays. 

• The water table has gone down to 
200-300 metre depdi in the 
waterbowi of north Gujarat. 

• Dental and sketetai fluorosis is 
claiming victims in some villages 
due to lack of potabie water. 

• 14,000 villages exist without any 
permanent source of drinking water. 

• The encroaching desert is 
gradually claiming areas in 
Mehsana and Banaskantha districts. 

• The advancing Rann of Kutdi is 
threatening to render Kutch and 
Surendra Nagar districts barren. 

• Till march 1998, Rs 6,839 crore 
had already been spent on the 
SS6. • 
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NBA acUvisto proclaim ^lot Mg dams are not bidft for 
providing drinkiiig waler, M in IN drongttH^^ 
SaurasMra regi^ there is no other aftmnativa. 
Mass prayers are held eveiy day for a downpour. 
The younger lot has goMenihemns—once the 
Narmada water anfves, they’ll be rich 


A .A » % 




V 


an ideal setting for ‘water water every¬ 
where not a drop to drink.' 

I s there a solution? The government 
claims so. Tire Wonder Canal. The 
Niiimada Cana! (460-km-long) will 
feed the Saurashtra Branch Canal (SBC) 
which is just one of such 42 branches tak¬ 
ing off from it. The Saurashtra region is 
like an inverted saucer. Hence the SBC 
has a rising ground to traverse before it 
trails off. The SBC water will thus have 
to be pumped and supplied through pipe¬ 


lines to 4,877 villages and 90 cities in 
Saurashtra. The water will irrigate 4.56 
lakh hectare area in the three districts of 
Surendra Nagar, Bhavnagar and Rajkot. 
Kutch too will receive water for drink¬ 
ing and irrigation purposes. 

The plan sounds simple but the very 
magnitude of the task is boggling. NBA 
activists proclaim that big dams are not 
built for provision of drinking water. 
But in these regions, there is no other 
alternative. Already dams built solely 
for irrigation purposes are being sourced 


for drinking water 

Is the. crisis really this acute? Says 
Malti Ben, acitizen of Rajkot. "I’m find¬ 
ing It difficult to get a bride for my son. 
Who wants his daughter to be running 
after water all her life?" The villages are 
worse off. Their cattle have to be fed as 
well. Mass prayer are held every day for 
a downpour. The younger lot has golden 
dreams — once the Narmada water 
arrives, they'll be rich 

NBA activists allege that the watci 
will be siphoned off by industries before 
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Madlui Patkar with NBA activists: small Is baautlful 

It reaches the village. The government understandable, 
officials produce a sheet of figures to fits altogether is 
counter this allegation. And thus it goes believe that filli 
on. But one can’t afford to tire of it. Too Narmada water 
many lives are at stake. tanks are alread 

The issue is no lunger a case of argu- soon Hows. The; 
ment in favour or against the greater of these areas f 
common gotxl. It’s a question of human area and the tank 
suffering. No one likes being uprooted, times for years it 
But neither does one ‘live’ it he has to of Majott villagi 
survive battling odds ail his life. You the village tank t 
cannot wish away the suffering of others was two years ba 
to highlight your cause. For a balanced But the govei 
view, you have to go fur a reconnaisan- towards rehaf 

ce of the entire land. through compen 

The plight of the inhabitants of villa- reflects an indil 
ges to submerged is to be seen to be hard to digest, 
believed. Relief and rehabilitation can- pound the theo 
nut ensure Iheic cultural and social bind- gix^d; the NBA < 
ings will remain intact. One cannot com-. beautiful. Their 
pensate their loss. To make it worse, lobby is remark: 
some landlords in south Gujarat are sell- . 

ing their infertile land to the government 1116 ISSUC 
to be dished out to the tribals and margi- C9S6 Of 

nal farmers. Corruption is rampant. It is 
difriculttopardonsuchpracticesurover- fSVOUr 0 
look^uch issues. CTffatCf C 

Somewhere there is a certain inhu- * 
manelementinourattitudetohumansuf- It S 8 ({116! 
fering endured by the people facing sub- SUffsHnE 
mergence as well as villages going with- , , * 

out water. NBA activi.sts doubting the b6in§ 

benefits that will fjow from the project is ammm 


understandable. But denying the bene¬ 
fits altogether is a little immature. They 
believe that filling of village tanks by 
Narmada water has no meaning as the 
tanks are already being filled by mon¬ 
soon Hows. They must realise that some 
of these areas fall in the rain-.shadow 
area and the tanks are not replenished at 
times for years in a row. Says Munniben 
of Majott village; "The last time I saw 
the village tank filled to half its capacity 
was two years back." 

But the government’s smug attitude 
towards rehabilitation and relief 
through compensation in cash and kind 
reflects an indifference that is equally 
hard to digest. Pro-dam activists pro¬ 
pound the theory of greater common 
gtxjd; the NBA activists declare small is 
beautiful. Their energy to protest or 
lobby is remarkable. But instead of dis- 

Tlie issue is no ionger a 
case of argument in 
favour or against the 
greater common good. 
K’s a question of human 
suffering. No one likes 
being uprooted 


mantling dam by dam, one could per¬ 
haps be a little more constructive. A vill¬ 
age by village study in Saurashtra region 
would reveal a different truth. Small 
dams and large dams are not substitutes. 
For arid areas as in Gujarat, where every 
drop of water has to be utilised, the ideal 
approach is an integrated one— for plan¬ 
ning of major, medium and minor check 
dams. percolation tanks and 
groundwater. 

Of the Rs 5,000 crore earmarked for 
the provision of drinking water, Rs 
2,200 crore have already been allotted 
for the Ninth Plan period. Institutional 
finance is being arranged. The delay just 
adds to the cost. 

NBA activists hold governmental 
mismanagement of rehabilitation prima¬ 
rily responsible for this delay. But local 
journalists allege it is the activists who 
obstruct rehabilitation work. 

It is difficult tq arrive at the truth 
under the.se circumstances. One cannot 
afford to take sides. At the recent rally, a 
popular slogan was: "Paani chahiye, 
Pepsi Nahin". Perhaps they heard it, for 
when we visited the drought-prone villa¬ 
ges, all they could offer us to drink was 
Pepsi. Marie Antoinette should have 
announced a copyright. The uncanny 
similarity really haunts. • 
OmvdaMmDam/l^lkot 
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Catch-24 

DD's round-the-clock channels will probably show more of the same thing 


It was a glittering 
press lunch at a 
five-star hotel to 
announce the 
launch of DD’s 
two 24-hour chan¬ 
nels. The 24-hour 
news channel, 
however, was to 
have a soft launch, 
I suppo.se DD’s news being what it is 
There was much talk of TRPs to prove 
that DD was the highest-rated, statistical¬ 
ly that is, and with its vast terrestrial 
reach satellites can offer no competition 
whatsoever. We were shown a promotio¬ 
nal video which was a rehash of DD's 
old formula — soaps, film-hased pro¬ 
grammes, mylhologicals (most of them 
■seen before or .still running), chat .shows 
(though not of the class of those on satel¬ 
lite channels), and what DD always 
t|uaintly labelled ‘cunent affair' which 
made it sound suspiciously like an affai¬ 
re. So much for revolutionary new 
programmes. 

What was not so proudly brandished, 
in spite of new digital and other techni¬ 
cal wonders, was what new faces, ideas 
and indeed programmes DD had plann¬ 
ed for this hasty eve of elections bonan¬ 
za by Pramod Mahajan who had gone on 
record like Indira Gandhi to state that 
DD was a government organisation and 
should remain one. Not even the .‘'0 per 
cent autonomy, which Prasar Bharati 
board member B.G. Verghese said was 
all that It had been given, seems safe at 
the moment Meanwhile, the Election 
Commission had made it clear that politi¬ 
cal pressures on the media arc not to be 
entertained. And Prasar Bharati announ¬ 
ced that it has a complaints officer in the 
form of DG News of All India Radio to 
look into such complaints No govern¬ 
ment has yet resisted the temptation of 
misusing the media by direct calls to 
AIR and DD’s newsrooms. .Since this is 
usually done verbally and on the phone, 
little can be done by news editors who 
resi.st such pressure. It remains to be 
seen how effective it can be this time. 

However, to come back to software 
for the 24-hour channels, the joke going 



round the Capital is: first, retired and sub- ing with them to realise that DD was 
standard newscasters will read DD's bul- much more widespread than the satellite 
letins for 24 hours instead of going to channels, especially in smaller towns 
sleep at midnight, after which everyth- and areas outside of the metros. Certain-' 
ing will be canned anyway. .Second, that ly. 1 remember the news item of the villa¬ 
in the absence of any talent-scouting of ge woman who had bought a washing 
Its own. DD IS going down on its knees machine alter watching the ads on TV 

to established anchors from the satellite and was operating it beside the village 

channels such as S TAR, Zee and the well since she had no water on tap She 

new avatar of the BBC and offering confessed shi; had saved up and bought' 



At the launch it was not clear what new faces, ideas and indeed 
programmes DD had plannM for this hasty eve-of-eiections 
bonanza by minister of broadcasting Pramod Mahajan 


them programmes right and left. There the washing machine because she had 
IS a regular bonanza going on. so that in seen it advertised on TV And one is sure 
future we shall sec Vir Sanghvi, Karan there aic more like hei who will also be 
Thapar et al not only on the BBC, sold on DD which she had seen 
STAR etc but also on DD. terrestrially. 

Meanwhile, the cable operators are There is a moral in this somewhere, 
saying that without proper equipment Except that Prasar Bharati member B.G. 
they cannot carry DD's new technical Verghese added at the press conference 
wonders. And this after the CEO of Pra- that commercial interest shmild not take 
sar Bharati said at the press conference precedence over public service broad- 
that the diktat about cable operators com- casting. And that everyone seemed to 
pulsorily carrying at least two DD chan- have forgotten the radio, which has tre- 
nels might be extended to their being for- mendous possibilities with the upsurge 
ced t'.) carrying them on prime bands if of frequency modulation, which has 
they did not behave. He was rather more now also been Ihiown open to the priva- 
soft with the advcrti.sers, almost plead- te sector. • 
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Rough court 

Tension prevails over the captaincy of the Indian Davis Cup team 



Jaideap Mukharlaa and Laander Paas: falling out? 


Midchei^da has stated that there is no difference 
between idm a^ Leader Paes and that he still has a lot to 
eotttrihnte to^lndian Davis Cup challenge 


S ix years ago, Jaideep Mukheijea 
stepped into the shoes of his 
seniot, Naresh Kumar. When the 
latter retired as non-playing captain of 
the Indian Davis Cup squad, he had beat¬ 
en several contenders and was regarded 
a good choice. But six wins in 13 outings 
—all on home courts—finally convinc¬ 
ed the authorities that a change was 
needed. 

In all probability, when India begins 
tlie next Davis Cup campaign in Febru¬ 
ary 2(XX), a new man would be leading 
the team By pre.sent indication, it could 
be former playci Ramesh Krishnan, son 
of the legcndaiy Ramanathan who was 
the First player to pul India in the big 
league. 

Relations between the captain and the 
administration have not always been 
smooth There were occasions when 
Naresh Kumar had offered to resign. 
Although he was persuaded to return, he 
finally withdrew in 1993. 

Jaideep. however, had developed a 
good working relationship with All 
India Tennis Association chief R.K. 
Khanna and all was well till last year. 
Over the past few months, however, 
there have been developments both in 
Calcutta and Delhi resulting in tension 
on the two fronts. 

RK’s son Anil Khanna, who is in char¬ 
ge of Davis Cup affairs, feels that a deci¬ 
sion could only be taken after consulta¬ 
tion with the two leading players, Lean- 
der Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi. This is a 
good move since the captain has to be 
able to interact well with the players at 
every stage. 

U seems stiange that the line taken by 
AITA IS that there are differences bet¬ 
ween Leander and Jaideep. That appears 
to be the reason why a change at the 
helm is m the offing. But Jaideep feels 
that this excuse is far-fetched because 
Leander virtually grew up at Calcutta’s 
South Club where Jaideep himself had a 
hand in the development of his skills. 
Although Leander was groomed under 
the Vijay Amritraj BAT scheme, the 
South Club has always been his anchor. 

Added to this was the close relation¬ 
ship that developed between Jaideep 
and Leander. Things seemed to move 
even closer when a personal bondage 


.seemed to be in the offing. But then Lean- 
dcr moved on to different pastures and 
carved out another aspect of his life. 

There has never been any public show 
of disaffection. Even while handling the 
potentially explosive news of differen¬ 
ces between Paes and Bhupathi, Jaideep 
took pains to defuse the tension. While 
that storm finally blew over, it perhaps 
provided the nucleus of another. 

Whether this one snowballs oi not, 
the fact remains that the .seeds of di.scont- 
ent have been sown. According to some 
South Club regulars, the news of a 
change at the top may have been sent out 
to give the captain a hint of the admi- 
ni.stration’s thinking. 

But Jaideep is not taking the hint. He 
has stated that there is no difference bet¬ 
ween him atid Leander and that he still 
has a lot to contribute to the Indian Davis 
Cup challenge. unless advised 


otherwise 

What he means is that he will not 
resign; he will have to be sacked. That 
also means he will ask Leander directly 
whether the latter wants a change of 
leadership. This will naturally be a 
tightrope walk for the player, because he 
will come under all sorts of pressure in 
Calcutta it it were known that he wanted 
Jaideep out. , 

On the other hand, Ramesh cannot be 
faulted for wanting the coveted chair. 
He has served Indian tennis at least as 
well as Jaideep and has gone through 
Davis Cup conditions well enough to be 
able to help the players out with his 
advice. 

So, the next few months could genera¬ 
te tension and controversy over a person 
not directly involved in determining the 
direction of Indian tennis. • 

ArWtSma/C^euttm 
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BIHAR 


Alliance in the air 


The JMM is keen on striking a deal with the National Democratic Alliance 


T he Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is looking (or 
(nends With parliamentary elections less than two 
months away, the party which had cat her allied with 
patties ot all possible colours — the C'ongrcss, the 
Janata Dal and subsequently the Rashtnya Janta Dal 
(RJD)— IS now trying to tind a place in the BJP-led National 
Demociatic Alliance (NDA) 

hor a regional paity like the IMM, siding with the BJP 
seems to be the most piagmalic mo\c Twelve of the 14 Lok 
Sabha seats in soutli Bihai went to the BJP in the last general 
elections The party lost the two seats ol l-ohardaga indChai- 
basa to the Congiess 1 he JMM tailed even to retain its 
Duink.i seat, pieviouslj held by pait> supremo Shibu Soren 
Soien howe\ ei did manage to get a berth in the Rajya Sabha, 
backed .IS he was b> 1 aloo Piasad Yadav, president ol the sta¬ 
te siuhngRashtii\a laiialaDal Although the JMM has so far 
been a viiiileiit ciilic ot the BJP— as a gesture ol sohdaiity 
with seculaiist parties it now seems politically imjieiative 
foi the JMM to biiiv its hachet given the escalating influence 
ot the BIP and its constituents in Bihar 

TalkingtoSi Mivv Soren s.ud that the JMM has decided to 
maintain equidistance liom the C ongicss and the RJD as both 
had betiayed the pio lhaikhand masses ignonng their 
demand loi a separate slate He alleged that both the Congress 
and the RJD had used the Jhaikhand leaders to sei vc then own 
interests but piclciucl to skiit nia|or issues like the toimation 
ol Jhaikhand lit liowtvei did not deny the elforts made by 
the BJf^ Icil coalition govcinment at the Centre to grant separ 
.ite sta'ehood to the legitm 

On the question ol loiging cicctoial alliance with political 
paities Soren adinitied that negotiations were on with the 
Ic.idi IS ol the NDA He aglet d that his partj had lost its previ 
oils clout iniong the masses tollowing giaft accusations and 
criminal cast s against its leaders and th.il anj attempt to cont¬ 
est the ckctions mdependenth would be suicidal Soicn 
believes that the IMM would be able to maigin.ihsc anti 
lhaikhand lactions in the legion by musteiing support Irom 
the NDA 

Sources close to theceiitial leadership ol thcBlPhasconlir 
med that the matter ot |oining lorces with the leadeis ol the 
JMM was under vonsideration But the pios and the cons 
would have to be weighed ami a consensus reached among the 
ND\ constituent', in ordei to accept the JMM as an alliance 
partner 

I he IMM reportedl) has plans ot 1 lelding Soren against the 
Union niiiiister ol state toi loiest and enviionment Babulal 
Marandi to whom he had eailici lost the Dumka seat Since 
Soien lost by a very naiiow maigin in the last elections the 
BJP candidate's chance ol a second win aie reportedly slim 
Only a JMM-NDA tie up can resolve the problem amicably 
But most JMM activots feci betiayed by the BJP stand on 
theissueol asepaiatestate The BJP htid pledged to giant sepa¬ 
rate status to the Jhaikhand icgion within six months il it was 



LOOKING FOR FRIENDS JMM supremo Shthu Soren 
voted to power at the Ceiitie But since that happened the BIP 
has been shedding ciocodile tears ovei the long drawn stiug 
gle (oi a sepal ite state It is also supposed to have been abett¬ 
ing a countrywi.le outciy against the pioposed Jharkhand 
state by the pioponents of a separate Vidaibha .md Uttarak¬ 
hand, making the prospect ol a scpaiate lhaikhand state bleak 
JMM activists allege that the BJP s ostensible concern for the 
Jharkhand demand was just a political gambit to woo the 
mas>es 

It IS believed that the BJP mav agice to include the JMM in 
the NDA to stem the possible sabotage which the IMM may 
engineer in league with othci anti BJP outfits Besides, the 
BJP would hav c gained an edge ovei the Congiess in the area 
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as far as the tribal and Christian votebanks are concerned 
should they form an alliance with the JMM. The tribal Christi¬ 
ans, in particular, arc not too pleased with the BJP-led Union 
government’s inability to control the ‘lunatic fringe’ in their 
self-styled, most infamous crusade against conversion of tri- 
bals into Christianity. The support of a party like the JMM 
under such circumstances, would help in its damage control 
exercise in this tribal heartland. On the other hand, the JMM 
would be presumably trying in vain to bolster its image with¬ 
out owing allegiance from a party of sound integrity as the 
JMM leaders have lost their credibilty after facing trials in dif¬ 
ferent courts of the country. 

Despite this, the BJP stalwarts still prefer to maintain a dist¬ 
ance from the JMM leaders due to the latter's dubious antece¬ 
dents. And this became evident when Union finance minister 
Yashwanl Sinha refused to endorse a JMM proposal to shift 
the headyuarters of one of any nationalised banks to this 
region. Sources close to Sinha said that the finance minister 
turned down the proposal on the ground that it would provide 
a lever for the JMM to dictate its terms in the day-to-day opera¬ 
tions of the bank. • 

D.P. SHmrmn/fImnehl 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

The missing link 


New evidence is unearthed on summary 
killings in Punjab 


A fter a reign of terror, there comes a reign of despair. This 
has been the realisation of the Committee for Coordma 
tion on Disappearances in Punjab (CCDP). The state 
which went through uninterrupted blotrdshcd between 1984 
and 1994 is yet to come to terms with its trauma. The most dis- 
trubing fact is that a large number of people have simply disap¬ 
peared during the turbulent times 
Even as the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
IS supposed to submit its report to the Supreme Court on the 
mass cremation of 2,097 bodies in Amritsar district during the 
period, the CCDP has released its interim report in the last 
week of July. The report, running over 300 pages, is titled 
‘Enforced disappearances, arbitrary executions and .secret cre¬ 
mations: victim testimony and India’s human rights 
obligations’. 

The report reiterates, with a staggering amount of data, the 
point that human rights groups have been trying to make for a 
long time: that the pattern of summary killings and disposal 
of bodies by the state forces engaged in counter-insurgency 
operations extended far beyond Amntsar. to which the 
NHRC limited its investigation. 

The CCDP’s efforts to acquire further evidence of "illegal 
cremations" resulted in the discovery of records from six dis¬ 
tricts — Faridkot, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Mansa, Moga and 
Ferozpur — which show cremations of 934 bodies, labelled 
as unidentified and unclaimed, which the Punjab Police had 
carried out. 

There is a background to this exercise undertaken by the 
CCDP. In January I99.‘>, the human rights wing of the Shiro- 
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EXTREME MEASURES: bodies of alleged militants 

mani Akali Dal (.SAD) published its findings showing that 
large number of bodies cremated by the police as unclaiina 
wereof those who had ''disappeared" after arrest, on the hisi 
of which a petition was filed in the Punjab and Haryana ffi'g 
Court 

In September that year, one more name was added to the In 
of the disappeared: that of Jaswant Singh Khalra, genen 

Meeting of minds 


An initiative for cross-cultural 
exchange in the audio-visual media is 
launched in Calcutta 

Y ou think in visuals. You grew up on a diet of Lui 
Bunuel, Federico Fellini and Satyajit Ray. You hav 
story which, you feel, could be turned into a film but do 1 
quite know how to go about it. 

Now you can find a producer as well as an entire teami 
expert audio-visual professionals from Eurof» who a 
help you realise your dream project. For the aspiring Ind 
an filmmaker, a whole new wtwld of global opportunitii 
is only a click of a mouse away. j 

Under the auspices of the European Union, Magica 
Rome-based audio-visual training and research organi: 
tion). United Media Associates (entertainment special! 
based in the UK) and Millennium Films (acompany of te 
vision software producers and distributors in Britain) ha 
tied up with the Satyajit Ray Film and Television Instil 
in Calcutta to initiate a process of cross-cultural exch 
in audio-visual media. At the all-India launch of the 
gramme, called EU-India Media Meeting Point, in Calc 
ta’s British Council, filmmaker Qautam Ghosh sound 
highly enthusiastic. Referring to Calcutta’s long h^ory 
cultural exchange with Europe, he .said, "This new ini 
five in promoting coliaboration between directors, nnf 
and pr^ucers of Europe and India could revive M 
and even op«i up new ways of looking at the miilenniu 
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secretary of the SAD human rights wing, who had wwrdinat- 
ed research on the cremations 

Responding to two petitions filed by the Delhi-based Com¬ 
mittee for Information and Initiative on Punjab (CUP) and 
Khalra’s wife Paramjit Kaur, the Supreme Court oidcied an 
enquiry by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

The CBI investigations led to the identification of *i8*i bod¬ 
ies cremated in Amntsai and lilmg of charges against nine 
police olficers On 12 Decembci, 1996, the apex couit request¬ 
ed the NHRC to investigate the mattei lurther Although the 
government ple.tded that the NHRC could not take up inci 
dents moie than a year old, the court ruled out the ob)cction on 
10 September, 1998 

However, the NHRC, on I ^ January, 1999, issued an older 
restricting the scope of its enquiry to the 2,097 cremations in 
Amritsar For the human rights activists, this was a let down 
They wanted the investigations to cosci all aIleg,itions ol 
mass scale violations in the whole of the state The CUP filed 
'a review petition, which was dismissed by the NHRC on 24 
March Now the CUP is going to move the Supieme Court 
again 

Meanwhile, the CCDP leport has stiengi'iened ils claim 
The cnnimittec has made m depth analysis ot cases The 
analysis brings out some disturbing points 

• Moie than 2-fO petsons had been kidnapped Irom then 
houses prioi to the disappearance 


• There aie eyewitnesses to S'^O police abductions 

• In 290 cases, persons shown as disappeaied or killed in 
encounters had been last seen in police custody by their 
relatives 

• The relatives ol 127 victims have provided inloimation 
about 390 more cases ol abduction, toiturc and killing 

Will the NHRC lake cognisance'’ • 

Nllmn/m Duttm/Calcuttm 


ASSAM 

Caught in the net 

In a major breakthrough, the police nabs 
ISI agents in Guwahati 

E veiyone knew about their existence Ml ol a sudden, 
they weie out in the open In a ma|oi bieakthiough the 
police m Assam nabbed H subveisivcs including two 
offuers and two agents associated with the Pakistani Inter 
Seiv ices Intelligence tISI) in (Juwahati 1 wenty-sev cn milit¬ 
ants belonging to different Islamic militant oigap'-ations 
were also picked up No doubt this has come as a blow to the 


The programme tn incteed futuristic in its range, scope, 
flexibility and open-endedness—something quite unf^- 
cedented in India. To start wtdi, there will be two work- 
shq>s, on screen-writmg and coproduciton (n the first, 
Indian writers will be assisted in dte process of developing 
their stones, preferably on cross-cultural themes, by a 
team of experts from Europe. 

The coproduction workshop will be a meeting place of 
Indian producers wishing to produce/coprodtice fitms/TV 
films in any of the Union counries a.s also of 

those wishing to coproduce in India with an European part¬ 
ner. These workshops would bo primanly focussed on pro¬ 
blems related to paiWuIar prcyecui. For example, the f^- 
maker wishing to shoot of hts Elm in an Burcqiean 
country would be given die tow-down on coproducticoi 
rules in that country induing the nitty-grtt^ of legal 
TALKING POtKt'.filmmcAer Gamut Gh<f$n 



a.spects, visa mA weak pennit. A wide range of informa¬ 
tion and services would bc^victod to the participants dur¬ 
ing the three-month-long wotkshops, at the end of which 
they shouldbe in a position to get the cameras rolling 

At the otl^eiui of the spectrum are similar workshi^s 
uivolving European filmmakers, producers and screen¬ 
writers who would like to produce filnw under the guidan¬ 
ce of Indian professiomds. A publicity campaign inviting 
Europeans in the audiovisual media to p^icipatc has 
been launched at the Cannes and N^U film festivals, the 
response to which, say the organisers, has been 
^oaragtng. 

"The EU-India Media Meeting Point is not a financing 
body," says Indranil Chakravarty, project coordinator, "it 
shodd enable people to come togethea- and work together. 
This IS the Indian filmmaker’s opportunity to make films 
on a global scale for a global audience.” But would foieign 
producers be interested in funding a project which is intrin-. 
sically Indian, in theme and approach? "To be accepted glo¬ 
bally, maybe Indian directCH's need to do some re¬ 
thinking," says Chakravarty, hoping that Media Meeting 
Point will encourage efforts in that direction. "The objec¬ 
tive is to connectpet^le," addsGautamGhosh "An organi¬ 
sed network of this kind can create that access" "Within 
Eurqie there are small pockets of audience lor quality 
films," points out David Evans, the director of British 
Coufldt. "Oettiog low-budget filmmakers to reach out to 
that audieQoe and get their nstMwy back so that they can pto- 
idiKtetlwtKUCt fitan," he says, iswic of the ideas flie program¬ 
me a set (o Achieve. 

After dt, aren’t tHNraJdng barriers and reaching out to 
peopteue what films are all about? * 
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Up-dose and 
personal 

With big-screen idols onshe small 
screen 


have always been filmstars on television Giving 
I soirndbytes to frenzied veejays, slicking back their hair 
wid) a ptacttsed flick for a crazily sjHrailmg camera, smil- 
mg pasttly at gansh film bashes surrounded 

tiii^ ima^ m shows which purpmrt to tell you everything 
you want^ to know about your favourite film person and 
which end up reflecting empty glitter more than anything 
else 

Of late, though, there’s been an attempt to get up-close 
and persona] with ttese beings who live out their lives on 
TO-mih screens, outdoor locauoiis and duMiing, studios 
And what makes these efforts stand out is die fact that they 
try and go past tt» persona and reach the person 

Last week, when Karan Thapar was face-to-lace with 
Ktgol m las newly-begun senes tor the BBC (Wednes¬ 
days, 10 pm) we managed to get a glimpse of what this 
24-year-old actress, who achieved superstar status m a 
maje-dominated industry in a ternarkably short time, is 
atwat Those who are aware of these things knew that 



TAUQNOSTAAiKa/of 


K^ol hates giving interviews that she has no compunc¬ 
tion m turning down high-prolilc directors if she tcels the 
offer doesn't sutt her tempeutnent and her pnee, or that 
she can be downnght rude m public if she wants to 
In the half hour with Th^ar, Kajol chose to smile rather 
than scowl, and spoke About how she hates talking about 
herself (it’s so limiting), her marriage and relaiionsh^ 
with Ajay Devgan, her childhood and her beliefs, her futu¬ 
re plans quite a coup because Kajol has rarely appeared in 
pnnt about her pnvate life niis was a TV first 
Aamtr Khan may not be as reclusive as Kajol, but he is 
another filmstar who speaks only to very few people Simi 
Garewid snaffled him for a rendezvous last week and got 
him talk about the women m his life *1 think my co stars 
are ail very beautiful but I’m madly in love with my wife," 
said the Khan 


So you wrote Recna (his wife) a letter in blood, stated 
the hoiuess How do you know this, asked the baffled 
star Simiji only smiled mysteriously * 


grand plan of the agency which apparently was to convert 
Assam into a separate Islamic country 
The four arrested ISl operatives were Mohammad Farih 
llllah Hussaini horn Hyderabad (in Pakistan s Sindh provm 
ce), Mohammad Javed Wakliai of Karachi Maulana Hafi/ . 
Mohammad Akram from Jammu and Kashmir and Wan ^ 
Salim Ahmed from Uttar Pradesh According to police sour 
CCS the names o( two appear in the list ol the most wanted, pre 
pared by the Government of India 
Giving detail on the arrest chief numstei Prafulla Mahanta 
said that during interrogation the arrested persons confessed 
that they were sent by the ISI to cany out certain operations in 
Assam .ind in other part^ of the country The CM also revealed 
that one portion of the explosives consignment arranged by 
them was to be handed ovci to a local contact for use by tht 
Ul PA and the rest was meant lor the Harkat ul Mujahideen 
(HUM) One ol the majot tasks assigned to these people was 
to logger off blasts in the Manali Leh highway to cut oti the 
supply lines of the Indian Army 

Police souices said that late last month inlonnalion was 
received that some ISI men had entered Assam and police in 
Guwdhati was on the look out for them 1 hiee were eventual 
ly caught when they tried to exchange I S dollais at the AN/ 
Gnndlays bank in 'he city Souiccs said the superintendent ol * 
fKiliee got the tip off and sent a polKc ic im hcadt d by the DSP 
of Panba/ar division Debendra Deka The three weie caught 
while the fourth one was picked up liom a city hoU 1 

ISl men initially claimed that the v were fiorn D Ihi But 
their attempt to mislead the police failed 1 alt'i the v opened 
up and then revelations led to the arrest ol 27 Islamic militants 
from diflcrenl partv of the stale Sixteen ol those who were 
arrested had received naming in Pakistan the police said The 
ISI men were well conrueied and imincduiely alici then 
arrest some international organisations alleged tliat the Ind 
an police was tryinu Ui kill two P ikisiani naliun.ils 

Meanwhile the (Ms lemark th.U the ISl was Irving to use 
mosques ind madiassas lo spiead its iiiitu Its m ilie ne'ith 
east has enraeed a section of Muslim It idcis riiiv have 
demandt'd a white paper on the issue A si etion ol Muslim 
leaders tonsidti this as in ailempi b) the Assam tiana Pan ^ 
shad and the B JP to terror ist tnmoiiliesm Ass im and have l iI 
led It a ealeiilitcd and coiieeiltd move with poltiieal 
motives 

The pohee ha come to kluiw that iIicm people had come to 
Dhaka from Pakistan and had entered Assam by eiossmi! the 
Kuchiaid rivei through Kaninganj Thes told tht police dial 
each had paid Rs 2(X) ter the BSP personnel thiough eme tnid 
dieman lo enter Assam safely 

Police sources said that one ol the nabbed men had taken a 
number ol youihs lo Pakistan in batehes foi liaming ihieiugh 
the Assam Bangladesh route During interreigalion iltamclei 
light that people taken from India by the HUM were first t.ik 
tn to Kaiachi and were given training in handling arms and j 
explosives in the Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 

Meanwhile the United Peeiple s Party ol Assam (UPPA) a 
constitucni eif the ruling alliance in the stale has condemned 
the reckless statements made by the chief minister and an 
army official involv ing the Muslims and their inslitutionv 
The UPPA president and state irrigation minister Abdul 
Muhib Majunidar has said that the statement has vitiated’the , 
atmosphere in Assam and caused tension and misunderstand | 
ing among the different sections of people • 

Ollmmp Chmtdmn/Ouwahaa 
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BEGINNING 22 AUGUST, 1999 


ARIES _ 

( 2 / March-20 April) 

I t is essential to keep 
abreast of the latest 
information and 
developments in your 
particular field of endeavour 
or interest. There is a danger 
that you will act on outdated 
facts and figures and make 
errors. It can prove 
impossible to gam the upper 
hand in business 
negotiations. 

TAURUS 

i 21 April-20 May) 

P eople who are in a 
position to extend 
goodwill, active support or 
financial backing will be 
more than ready to do so. 
You can gain allies in 
powerful places Business 
conferences can be useful for 
introducing one.self to 
influential people. Their 
cheerful state should make 
access to them easier. 

GEMINI _ 

(.’/ Ma\-20June) 

S omething you have been 
hoping would happen is 
now likely to come true. 
Carefully laid plans can now 
come to fruition. Friends 
will rc.spond to calls tor help 
and .support. You may now 
realize the quality of 
friendship you have 
cultivated for years. Close 
aquaintances can prove then 
true mettle. 

CANCER 



LEO _ 

(2! July~2()August) 

Y ou may have a difficult 
week to contend with. 
There may be important 
decisions to make, but 
confused thinking can mean 
that you make the wrong 
choices too often. Take 
things at a slower pace. Give 
yourself plenty of lime to 
contemplate all aspects of 
problems that have to be 
dealt with. 




LIBRA _ 

(21 Seplemher-20 October) 

Y our .spouses' relatives 
are likely to put their 
point of view forward in no 
uncertain terms. They may 
try to cramp your style by 
planting the trump cards 
they are holding. Top bosses 
are likely to nitpick and be m 
a bad temper. Don’t allow 
fears and anxieties to grow 
out of all proportions 


y 



VIRGO 


SCORPIO 


SAGITTARIUS 

(21 Noventher-20 December) 

P atience is probably the 
key to getting things 
right. Long distance 
business arrrangements can 
lead to misunderstanding. 
More impartiality is required 
if the tfue facts are to 
emerge. Listen more 
carefully to what others have 
to say. Nightmares should 
nol be taken too seriously. 
Pamper yourself 

CAPRICORN 

(21 December-20 January) 

U nfortunately you cannot 
put too much trust in the 
actions and decisions of 
business associates or 
colleagues. They will just 
not approach important 
matters with the same 
thoroughness as you would 
yourself . It is not your week 
to delegate jobs or meetings 
that you can possibly handle 
yourself 

AQUARIUS 

(21 January-20 February) 

I t may be in your best 
interest to get to work a 
little earlier to make sure you 
do not miss any valuable 
opportunities that crop up 
during the week. New and 
well-paid jobs and openings 
may be on offer, so try and be 
at the head of the line. 
Friends may be spreading 
rumours behind your back. 

PISCES 


1 (21 June-20 July) 

■ ^Pry using all available 

1 1 means including 
! advertising and publicity 

1 stunts, to increase profits, 
j Hidden forces are working 
' in your favour and will assist 

1 your efforts. Seemingly 
chance encounters may 
further your own interest. 

Keep an eye on extravagent 
impulses. 

(21 Auf;ufi-20 September) 

^kome directly to the point 
li#without too much show 
of formality. Influential 
people will be in a 
cooperative mood. It will be 
easier to obtain favours from 
them now Advertising 
.schemes can produce 
profitable results. Conduct 
high level meetings under 
secrecy. 

(2! Octoher-20 November) 
■■■here is not much chance 

1 of getting any sense out 
of romantic partners even 
though there are serious 
issues to discuss. You 
probably need the company 
of congenial fnends. By the 
end of the week you may 
find that you were worrying 
about nothing at all. 

(21 Februarv-20 March) 

^^ou may have to grope in 
W the dark when faced 
with new and unprecedented 
situations. You will have 
little choice but to proceed 
by trial and error. Even your 
intuition may let you down, 
but the experience you gain. 
can prove invaluable in the 
future. 





















BUSINESS DIARY 


UttawM 

■ Did tHe Ptvsideiit of 
India, ICi(. Nvaya- 
tua, wtitfe ^wo Iett»s to the 
Prime NCiii^ on the tele¬ 
com cri«iit7 

Appanmriy^ he did. 
How^ever, the second letter 
was nm ddiveied to the 
PMO. What hqipened was 
thra; somejouraatistsprocur- 
ed a draft of die letter endeol- 


HEARD AT SOUTH BLOCK 

Tb« ctaln of Indo-Pak ralatlons? 
We’vn nYMi mada a movla on it: 
‘Kifteft Kuteh Hota Hat. 

A BUREAUCRAT IN THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AFTER INDIA SHOT 
DOWN A PAK PLANE IN GUJARAT 



Dfopiiiiigtii0 

ktoa 

■ Was there ever a Kar- 
gil tax? Yes there was. 
It was rinance minister Yash- 
want Sifiha’s idea. Now 
there isn*L Sinba kilted it 
himstrif. And there might be 
one in the Mure; depending 
on revenue buoyancy. 

Sitdiadiddisoiss the mat¬ 
ter wirit his bureaucrats and 
directed them to find out if it 
was necessary. Even as they 
were discussing it, the mini¬ 
ster botmced the idea off on 
die pec^leof India in various 
public intmciions, mee¬ 
tings, A Ihtle odten 


led the PMO to ask if it had 
been delivered. No, it hasn’t, | 
said the alwmed PJ^ offici¬ 
als and assumed that wax thsA. 

Bid mote was to ctune. 
Next day at least onenewspa- 
per wrote that Ra^napati ! 
Bhavan was s«iding a 
second strcmgly wotded bet¬ 
ter to the Prime Miainer, 
implying that relatiom bet- | 
ween the PMO and Rashtta- 
pati Bhavan had broken < 
down altogether. 

While the PMO denied 
the existence of any such let¬ 
ter, no denial came from 
Rashtrapati. Bhavan. Hiis 
led bureaucrats to cmidttde 
that there was a letter which : 
simply wasn’t sent. 

So, somebody letUwd Ihe 
draft to cause a hitdi in the ; 
PMO-driven New Tdecom 
Policy. Who could It be? The 
PMO is trying to rind out, 
only through sources called. 


C H E C K - L I S T 


Gold: what exactly is ht^pening to it? 

* 

■ Hm aConr Miwt PNck (trew»dto«20-yaBr low 
woHdwkte after die Bank of Entdtod i^imeed It would 

41S toniws.ol|}oid; Tha first tranche td Zbionnas was 
offlucled onsdtdy.’lesii^to» Todt^, 

gotd in tntdalsahout 

■ ■ m a.. 1 ■■■mniiOairili w niiieia .. meamn 

■ t io w»VR ThedilfnriHid^behMeefl d» intemahtHud 


smuQollng of QOkf lucrative. 

attrschve retail |)ri(», though 
today than ever before. Hence, thwdlttto dlmaridld^. 
white market. Suttoagrey market; tMTs^KidiiN'toeier: > 
altogedier. - v ' ,. • ■ r'. -'if, , 

• Andl WMir SkMiJehlch was.ih^i|RtMdti ^f' 

- AsvsAiiteai^. Bheili^oft It. 
gohi; but 01^ a duty cf ; 

mimlucrelive tdt 

■tojltroute. • ■■■ '’V- 



be decided to call it 00 . 

It bad nothing to do With 
anyone else. I 


SalMMiiCfMiiMbi? 

■ lATiy is Sahara India 
so interested in ti» his¬ 
tory and politics of Cmu^? 

Rumour has it tiiat own«: 
SubrataRoy’s son has mana¬ 
ged to get citizenship of 
Canada. Roy himself is said 



to be 


I'vSiiiilUl 


















ELECTION DIARY 


■ The Shiv Sena.fi;}> 
ccunbine govemnleot 
belwves tbat number *9’ is 
thdr ludey iniscot. Afto* alt. 
tbe lucky numfflic cornbuuh 
lion—’ which added to 9 
ta seat'shming brought the 
alliance to powtar in Maha> 




HhARD IN THE BJP OFFICE 

Wtt’v* iMiMgMi a victory in 
Kwgii, K'a M.S. Olli wo’ro worriotf 
about now. 

A PARTY WORKER 



Piainod IWaliaim: wflifiw aii|)«r^^ 


The Sena had gone a step 
{Vnther in this new-found 
d»ession. The party's publi- 
ci^ cassette ‘Shiv Sena 
tPnbUcDesnmd’ deidgned by 
Rig is of ‘27* minutes ttoa- 
dcm. fi oondists, y<m ^Messed 
r^ nine soc^. Wefi« it 
mnnins to be seen wfadto 
number *9' rescue the 
idfiaiMretMioealm 


mmktm _■■_ 

vf IVPIvr iNili 


« % KmaiaiaSt \if» 
wmn dw Iwttle^. lie 1 ^ 
his son Mumli^tbasehih 




nu>htiaafterthe 1995 Assenj- 
bly polls 

The Sena had then cwjtest- 
cd in 171 scats and the BJP 
tor remaining 117 Assembly 
seals (1+7+1 and 1+1+7 = 
9) This time too, the coali- 
Uon partners have decided to 
suck to this seat-shanng 
combinaUon. 

But diey have carried their 
number ‘9’ obsession suTl 
further. The combine kick- 
started their election cam¬ 
paign cm 9 August, with a 
public rally at Cbowpatty In 
fact, Umon infmmation and 


broadcasung miiHSter Pra- 
nuxl Maha}an who’s also the 
chief architect of the alliance 
informed at the rally that he 
had to refuse Raj Thacke¬ 
ray’s request for an extra 
Assembly seat m Sena for 

f jflhenutabfflr‘9' reason. 

Incidentally, an unwell 
Sena chief and star cam¬ 
paigner Bai Thackeray arose 
to address ti» rtdly at 9 pm. 


CHECK-LI ST 


States in the south: who Atemtfs »«' 
the Lok Sabhu talfy 

■ IhniH Nadu: The state Where etecb^ 
difficult to read. The reason; btttmcBdattel two-wi^ 
division of votes will be spHt at tsaSl‘t9ih ways. The Tarnit 
Maanlia Congress (TMC) haS a siznitite vOledtenk and is 
current^ trying to harness me OaHt vbm {feisM hi the 
states, m BJP a anotiwuwpfWHcb ^ iMkiSey 

what win happen here, 


I AmllMni firadMlK The chMmtnister, 




Assembht elections, the Lok Sabhe deciMms i 
Congress. He may be mistdteo gbomitte former, 


■ Kaniu; Not much of a ftghtlwre. 
Left and me Congrees are 
level. Some e)q>^spartefo% fimta 
where the BJP bps S presence. 


IS Here ft is hte 
Patebted coSfbfnatlon which is.! 
CoromssMsuino btifh. Anitit... 
(though preqicted as a caiwwdk for 
tew months ago}. 



Cpnfpissomya. 


•dtoa’safer’seSt. 

Apparently, initi^y, he 
told Congress president 
Sonia <3andhi that 1% wanted 
tocomest the Assembly elec¬ 
tions and that his seat should 
be given to his son. 

Then via some complicat¬ 
ed routes, too (tevious to be 
described hem. not only did 
Murati get die seat, despite 
having lost two Lok Sabha 
elections, but Karunakaran 
secured a Lok Sabha seat fm 
himself as well. 

There’s politics for you. 


L.K. Advam has at 
la&t come into his 
own. Now there is sonu; Ufb 
sod actittity in the BJP c«m- 
tea] office. Advani has a 
room in the party office (he's 
been ^veu the room that 
1C.R. Msdknii used to occu¬ 
py once). He is accessible to 
cadres. He is strategismg the 
campitign witii the paity. 




4 


ML Mvanl: DMidng Ma 
pauwasw^r Pngt 

And there is almost no doubt 
now whothenextpartypresi- 
dmitisgoingtobe. 

This IS a complete con- 
tmst ftom ICushabhau Th^- 
m who is now becoming the 
eider statesman in the party, 
beppy to take a secondary 
position. Thsitre's wp- 
povters si^ die comparlscni is 
unfair. But die fact is that 
L.K. Advmii is the Party 
lk)S8 again. • 



•unoavh -seAuflmtiwfl 
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DELHI MARY 


Ho ld Dirt n o — 

■ CMss who photogra^ 
iHied t^me Minister 
Atal- Behari Vajpayee for 
poftraite 

Fashkm photograjAer. 
Rc^Chawla. 

tfie;,,, photo-session last 
wc^ which wetrt for more 
dian an hour had the Prime 
Minister taking a deep inter¬ 
est in Oiawla’s work, He 


tdecom imhro^o, he wew 


HEARD IN NEW DELHI 

Sonia Qandhl is tha contondor; 
Manmohan Sln^ ia tha 
pratandar. 

A CONGRESSMAN EXPLAINING HOW POWER 
IS DIVIDED BETWEEN THE CONGRESS 
PRESIDENT AND THE FORMER FINANCE 
MINISTER 


Md the wht^ thing to the 
Pre^dent of India. Bm wj^ 
he was asked to supply a adte 
Ml the controversy, he diet¬ 
ed on die s^nds 0 ^ 
prqxiety. 

lai’t that the offiokd 
motto of the Indian 
Never give anything in 
writing. 


UiekyOeorga 

■ Defence mini.stefde 0 - 
rge Fernandes sbt^ld 
consider himself lucky. Ihe 
general elections intervened. 
Otherwise, he was on tas 
way to being turfed out of die 
government. 

Apparently. President 
K.R. Narayanan (who has 
only praise for the defence 
minister) believes that 
though Fernandes has done a 
fine job of defending India, 
there is another man, who 
j, might be even better at it; for- 


wanted to know exactly 
which equipment was used 
for what, especially the light- 
meter. Vsgpayee seemed to 
be ff^inated by the whole 
budiiess li^ogriq^y 
whi£h is all about the control 
©flight. 

CMwla, who is known to, 
imbue tiis subjects with gla- 
maat, is now on test. And by 
thePiime Ministerof India. 


N«v«r In writliig 

■ Fwmer minister for 
telecommanicatitMis, 
Jagmohan hasn’t been an 
IAS ofiiccr for nothing: 

When he was summoned 
to Rashtrmi^ Bhavan and 
asked for his views cm the 


Congress md Panchmorhi: forgotten 
prorrUses 

■ Oim: The Congress wilt not give titM to criminals 
and economic offenders. There are several in the party who 
have been given tickets d^tte Mng charged vdth 
economic offences or crime. But die catch is; so long as 
they are not convkaed, only charged, dwy are innocent. 

■ TRW: The Congress will not nominate anyone who has 
lost a'Lok Sabha etections twice There are at least three 
persons in the Congress who have lo^ eiectione twice 
Including K. Murahdharan and KeralaolM minister^. 
Karuoakaren. But who cares? 

■ IhfK The Congress wtti notforms cmdition 
government. A deal has already been struck with 
dayalahtha. Ishdieparty’s caMdiatoncedforms the 
govemrnjant, the AOMK will not be in the govemnwm? 


RILliMiQrHiM; aMprafe* 
fMrK.C.PMt 

mer defence minister K.C. 
Pant, whose talents ate 
remarkably under-utilised. 

This Raisina HiU view df ' 
the government has beciisiot- i 
ed by die Bd end |wkfid j 
away in memoiy to be used 
in future. • 


SUNDAY 22—28 Autfust IMS 













farah zero 




If 




. ''A-3w 


^C. 



LWiRTY 



XI 


r 


: -u 


hero mein 

Ih' .1 w'iiint'i' in liK- willi I'orUnu- SIuh'^. C rLiJlt-J 
iisidt* tilt.’ Iincst |(.Mllu’r iippurs, lHI Dtlitur Iror 
.iiul t‘\lin litjlit pclv'solcs It' acl(J iItliI iinniiUiMe trlyi'-’ 
III vour pt^-rstin.:tlit\', l.'.ai'y tt.> maintain .nul iil.^rasinn 
rt'vjvUinl. (ruk pair i^^ clfsiL^ncil to pt.'rli'ut ion. :^ti wall' 
into \-onr l..ttn,'rlv I.:.\cliisivt‘ r-liiuvroom in' 

r-hoc ^'Lilion ouL1l- 1 aiul rnaily ti* ^o pLk'l'H. 
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Everything you always wanted 
to know about the 1999, 
elections but didn’t know whom to as| 
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For the World Citizen like von 


Introducing the I 888 World Phone from liricsson. A umiiui.- 
ifllphonc Compatible with the GSM 1900 network in the US and the GSM 900 
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Locking horns 

T he cover s^ory Souring 
fir>A(15—^21 August) 
made an interesting reading. 
It has been rightly pointed 
out that PMO and Rashtrapa- 
ti Bhavan are at loggerheads 
now President K.R. 

Narayan has openly come 
out in accusing the govern¬ 
ment over the telecom poli¬ 
cy. And even the President’s 
speech on the eve of Indepen¬ 
dence Day this year, was lac¬ 
ed with criticism. The Presi¬ 


dent s comment that the mili¬ 
tary would have to strengthe¬ 
ned and equipped with the 
latest weapon is being seen 
as vindication of what the 
Opposition has been clamou¬ 
ring for following the Kargil 
crisis. 

President’s comment in 
the wake of the Kargil con¬ 
flict also smacks of distrust 
for the Vajpayee govern¬ 
ment. At a time when the 
country is passing through a 
tremendous political 
uncertainty, the rift between 
the PMO and the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan wouldn’t augur well 
for the country. 

Pradip Khanna, New Delhi 

■After the Kargil crisis. Pre¬ 
sident K.R. Narayan has 
stressed the need for being 
pragmatic in our dealings 
with Pakistan Although he 
extolled Prime Minister 
Vajpayce’sbus diplomacy, 
he has rightly pointed out the 
BJP government’s lapse 
over the intelligence failure. 
He has rightly quoted Mahat¬ 


ICR. Narayanan (laift) and A.B. V^payaa: faea^ifT 


ma Gandhi to justify the fact 
that it has been India’s oner¬ 
ous responsibility to forge a 
bond with its neighbour oft¬ 
en at the risk of Pakistan stab¬ 
bing from behind. 

Sapna Biswas, SUigurt (West 
Bengal) 

Striking a 
middie course 

T hough India has the satis¬ 
faction of humiliating 
Pakistan, America may not 
dump Pakistan for the sake 
of India {After Kargil, 1 —1 
August). To solve the Ka.sh- 
mir issue. India needs to 
steer clear of the extremists’ 
expectations and strike a 
middle path for peaceful rela¬ 
tions with Its neighbouring 
country. 

R. Remasami, TIruvannamalal, 
(Tamil Nadu) 

Unflinching 

support 

I ndian Army chief Gen. 

V.P, Malik's interview 
brings out a vital aspect in 
the defence of any country 
{"The Kargil campaign is a 
good toni( for the country 
and the army" 18 —24 July). 

In any game between two 
competitors, any amount of 
pnor practice can not esta¬ 
blish one’s Mipeiionty over 
the other unless tested in a 
match. Similarly, any degree 
of military preparedness of a 
country can not just be taken 
for granted to be sufficient 
enough to be able to contain 
a belligerent neighbour pos¬ 
ing consiant confrontation 
and threat without an actual 
engagement between the 
two. 

Of course, however 
unfortunate and sad the resul¬ 
tant human and material los¬ 
ses may be, these are to be 
accepted as a part of the 
game. What is of paramount 
importance is the unflinch¬ 
ing support to the soldiers 
with utmost respect for their 


supreme sacrifice from all 
the other countrymen. 

Amamath Kamat, Bombay 
(Maharashtra) 

Uphiii task 

( sincerely hope Sachin 
Tendulkar this time will 
hit the jackpot in his second 
stint as captain {Sachin; 
scene-stealer, 1—8 
August). Although his job 
isn’t easy, he has the intellig¬ 
ence and the right spirit to 
take the Indian cricket team 



Sacliln Tandullur: grMt 
•xpaetatkNiB 

out of the doldrums. And 
Sachin is mature enough 
now to handle the pressure 
of captaincy and would play 
his normal game for the team. 
Samir M. Mahajan, New Delhi 

■Although Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar is a great batsman, his bat¬ 
ting talent was affected 
earlier due to the pressure of 
captaincy, Ajay Jadeja, on 
the other hand, has a fine tem¬ 
perament who is cool and 
confident. 1 feel Jadeja 
would have been ideal 
Bhupen Bose, Calcutta 
(Weet Bengal) 

Know your facts 


T his refers to the storj' 
Beyond Kargil (25-—31 
July). The writer has mentio¬ 
ned that no air force in the 
world had carried out opera¬ 
tions at heights above 
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16,000 ft. And no aircraft 
has been designed for terrain 
like Kargil. But, sadly both 
the statements do great 
injustice to the pilots, crew 
and technicians of the Indian 
Air Force who during its 
infancy nurtured the force 
with courage, dedication, 
innovative skill, loyalty and 
faith. 

During the 1947-1948 
conflict, on 26 January, 

1948, Micky Blake and I car¬ 
ried out an offensive sortie to 
Skardu at 2.‘5,0(K) feet. We 
(8th pursoot) were based at 
Jammu. We didn’t have 
maps that would help us fly 
directly from Jammu to Skar¬ 
du. So, we flew across the 
Pir Panjal ranges crossing it 
at a point named by us 
’Pope’s Nose’ to reach 
Srinagar. 

This account is not meant 
to diminish the skill and bra¬ 
very with which the Indian 
Air Force has performed the 
duties against heavy odds at 
Kargil. I admire them and 
salute them. 

Livy Mathur, New Delhi 


Not far from 
Calcutta 


I am very much delighted 
in reading youi story A 
place called Knikata (8-—14 
August). It IS so relevant 
when our megacity is renam¬ 
ed after ‘Kolkata’ by replac¬ 
ing its lonner identity. The 
'outsiders’ like your corres¬ 
pondents have delicately 
observed the spot, not lar 
from the madding crowd of 
Calcutta, with thrilling expe- 
rieiice. And it is rightly com¬ 
pared and contrasted with 
that of the city of Calcutta. 
Sudip Kumar Chakraborty, 
Howrah (Weal Bertga!) 


Ri^ lesson 


T he disenfranchisement of 
BafThackeray (8—14 
August) is a belated but fitt¬ 
ing lesson to those who think 
that they are above law. He 



Bal Thackaray: taming of 
thoTIgar 

has been evading law for a 
long time and was even spur¬ 
ning the judiciary on .several 
occasions. 

A time has come to tell 
these self-appointed dicta¬ 
tors that the hands of law are 
long enough to reach them. 
He and his men made them¬ 
selves objects of ridicule 
when they cried for the 
blood of the thcspian Dileep 
Kumar. If only we Indians 
are respected, it is mainly 
because of our genuine secu¬ 
larism The punishment 
given to Bal Thackeray is 
too mild He should have 
been stopped of the right to 
vote for another 2.5 years. 

His followers .should a.sk 
him to retire from dirty poli¬ 
tics and close his mouth. 

U.S. Iyer, Bangalore 
(Karnataka) 


India-bashlng 

T his refers to the cover 
story on Benazir Bhutto 
(1—7 August). It is indeed 
hard to trust Pakistani leader¬ 
ship right from Jinnah to Mrs 
Bhutto. All Pakistani leaders 
appear to be visionaries and 
statesmen when not in 
power. Mrs Bhutto ha.s inhe¬ 
rited these traits from her late 
father Zulfiqar All Bhutto. 

Once in power Pakistani 
leadership becomes myopic 
and plays in to the hands of 
powerful and vested ele¬ 
ments in the form of dreaded 
ISl, armed froce.s, militants 
and bureaucracy whsoe sole 
survival is in hate-India 
campaign. When Benazir 
Bhutto was in ptiwer she was 
etjually an India-hater. 

Rajnl Bhatia, Nolda (UP) 
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Hardly tenable 


T his refers to the story 
Shame (1 —1 August). 
Congress spokesman Kapil 
Sibal claimed that the Kargil 
war was a great victory for 
the jawan and a great (failure 
for the BJP government. 
From this one concludes that 
army’s victoiy implies 
government’s failure and 
army’s failure would imply 
government’s victory. 

But. if one looks at the 
Indian history, Kapil Sibal’s 
statement would prove to be 
false. Clearly, it would be dif¬ 
ficult for the Congress to 
counter the Vajpayee wave 
in the wake of the Kargil cri¬ 
sis, Hence .Sibal’s despera¬ 
tion to cbfuse the electorate. 
Mahendra Chandra Daa, 
Bhubaneswar (Orlasa) 


Shrewd move 


I n the column headlined 
Diplomatic coup (8—14 
August) the columnist has 
very aptly weighed the pros 
and cons of our post-Kargil 
diplomatic victory and has 
rightly advised our policy 
makers to exercise more cau¬ 
tion and adopt a more balanc¬ 
ed view of the situation. 

Pakistan carried out its 
Kargil misadventure merely 
to internationalise the Kash¬ 
mir issue. India is undoubted¬ 
ly up again.st heavy odds to 
keep third party mediation at 
bay. Pakistan’s High Com¬ 
missioner to India Mr A.J. 
Qazi’s recent statement moo¬ 
ting a proposal for a meeting 
with Indian leaders at the 
UN General Assembly is a 
shrewd move to take undue 
advantage of India’s vulnera¬ 
ble situation wherein politi¬ 
cal leaders are much too pre¬ 
occupied with their election 
campaigns to give their undi -1 
vided attention to pressing 
issues like diplomacy. 

Nallnl Sudhakaran, 

Trivandrum (Kerala) 
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MILESTONES 


MiOiNinvNath 
^ {^guiHa, 90, enunetit 
’ bio*i%8id8t,is 
I Cidctitta, on }5 August. 

"* i He w«s 

’ founder-chairman of Oie 
bio{4iysic$ division of the 
Saha tesdtute of Nuclear 
I^ystcs, and had built the 
first electron microscope 
in India. 

nmcovnwDta 

unique water 
management system 
dating back to the 6th 
century BC, in the 
drought^stricken 
Kalahandi distnci of 
Orissa. 


UUmCHWithe 

Prattch»TYu8t,byProf 

AmartyaSen.in 



Cakutta, on 19 August 
Set up with his Nobel 
Prize money, the trust 
Will focus on resesarch m 
neas such as primary 
education, public heidth, 
poverty and gender 
‘ inequality. 

KimOi Dally Mungro. 
general secretary the 
NSCNOC). by rival 
insurgents, near Kohima, 
(m 18 August 

BMHWSfbythe 
Election Comtnission, 
thesoreeningofany 
documeataryondie 
Kargil conflict till voting 
for^ Lok Sabba polls is 
comjdeted. 


V R.SJ.l,Jl.Bha8karudu. 
\ managing (firector of 
'tMamti Udyog Umhed. 
quid August, 
ftHW-mdc-haif motdlu 
btilMetheendofhis 
t/RKOe. 


SIGHTgj SOUND 



M r<.HAM»rH ruf 


■ Wc do not think it is in the n,.'lu)n<il securilv inleicsl ol these tw o c oniurn. s to dcselop.i out le.it 
weafxin capability, to develop an elaborate doctrine and then cm oui.ifc an anus race bv both 
India and Pakistan 


J A M L & R II H t N t/S \Mt iUi’itiinii n' 'itmiii n tn tin^, htllu [iitJinn huh itiu h m h 


tutu 


■ The Congtess has emerged as the seciilai speaihcad in today's context Suppoilio the 
Congress, cither from inside or outside, is a hislotical riccessit\ <it the iiiomeni 

J A I P A I R I I) I) X joinu’i IkSlH fiiiiii'.li I iifh r i/Killii I lilt hiniilii fhil till I imnin hiiliiinn 



■ Both my children are extremely interested in 
politics... But they are not interested, at the 
moment, to be in active politics. 


S N 1 A G A N D H 1 A/( ( pn suli nl 


■ Industry docs not have the money to fund the second election in i 1 months The contnbiition by 
the corporates lor these elections will be less than SO per cent of last year 

Rahul B a j a j (iipn 'tuiem 

■ Aircraft accidents are cause foi concern They indicate inadequate involvement of flying 
supervisors and breach ol oiders and instructions 

AY T I P N I S, Air( huf Monluil 

■ I’ve been linked to evciyone from an airline owner to a political heavyweight Ugh, I’m not a 
man-eater I’m quite happy being a vegetal lan 

SONAI I BFNURI Mm sun 
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FOCUS 


Pakistani intrusions 
achieved total 
surprise as they were 
never anticipated 

W ith the election cam¬ 
paign revving up, 
detractors of the war 
and critics of the 
government have put a 
sinister spin on the Kargil war. Based on 
complaints of the erstwhile commander 
of the Kargil brigade, Bng Surinder 
Singh, they have conceptualised a theo¬ 
ry that the intelligence failure was part 
of criminal negligence to prevent the 
strategic catastrophe which cost so 
many young lives. 

The frontal attack on the establish¬ 
ment suggests that the government and 
the army were foi ewanied but deliberate¬ 
ly refused to act Congress jiarty .spokes¬ 
person Kapil Sibal, in cahoots with the 
disgruntled brigadier, is ihe chief 
I architect ot this bizarre accusation. Sibal 
I and Singh have done a Bhagwat on the 
government This lime mound, no dis¬ 
tinction has been drawn between the 
army and the government In tact, the 
charge is now against C.'hief ot Army 
Siafl (COAS) General V P. Malik, the 
recipient of Singh’s letlers and brie¬ 
fings. who IS alleged to have ignored his 
field commander's warnings 

! The fact is that the Indian 
Army failed to anticipate 
this type of an operation: 
intrusions staggered over a 
wide front 


Three weeks ago. Sibal look the lid 
off the Singh sleaze by quoting just the 
letter nuinbei of a confidcniial letter 
(No 124/GSD/'Vis) dated 2.“' August, 
1998, to the COAS which was a routine 
record of the COAS’ visit on 21 June, 
1998 He failed to keep his promise to 
reveal the details of intelligence war¬ 
nings, probably cautioned by the Offici¬ 
al Secrets Act and the rebuttal from the 
COAS that no leltei of that description 
was addressed to him. 

A few weeks after the Kargil surprise, 
people made slanderous charges accus- [ 
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FOCUS 


ing the government of ordering the army 
to leave gaps on the LoC and reduce the 
frequency of patrolling. For soldiers, 
this was treason. A Bombay-based cor¬ 
respondent for the US Businessweek ask¬ 
ed this writer to confinn these stories. 

It is unthinkable that the army could 
ignore the warnings of the Kargil com¬ 
mander. Creative journalists, lacking 
the understanding of military procedu¬ 
res and operational responsibility, have 
embellished the Singh .story and enhanc¬ 
ed his threat perception. On his part, 
Singh has admitted in writing on 28 
June, 1999. in his first an^ only letter to 
the COAS, that he had "no inputs" to 
even conceive of "intrusions" that took 
place. 

Singh was removed from command 
not just for failure to detect intrusions, 
but for inept handling of subsequent ope¬ 
rations to restore the situation. Whether 
singling him out was the right decision 
at the time is a moot point. What is not in 
doubt and acknowledged by the anny 
is that others in the hierarchy are also cul¬ 
pable and being investigated. vSingh is 
not the fall guy. 

The objectionable portion of the 
Singh episode is the penchant of journal¬ 
ists to make him the hero of Kargil and 
not what he turned out to be: the origin 
of the rot. 

The larger question of intelligence fai¬ 
lure must examine both intention and 
capabilities. Pakistan certainly has not, 
for some time now, had the capability to 
wage conventional war against India. 
Therefore, Low intensity Conflict (LlC) 
buttressed by nuclear deterrence has 
become its preferred option. 

The Research and Analysis Wing 
(R&AW) is tasked to provide a 15-day 
warning fora war situation. In the prevai¬ 
ling Lie scenario, alarm bells that the 
Taliban surplus would transfer from 
Kabul to Kashmir, have been ringing 
periodically and army commanders 
acknowledged these warnings saying 
they were ready for them. So, some stra¬ 
tegic intelligence input had been forthco¬ 
ming What higher intelligence could 
not indicate is the time and place for the 
incursions, the tactical dimension of a 
forewarning. 

A fter the Taliban had seized 90 per 
cent of Afghanistan in 1997, this 
writer had indicated that Taliban move¬ 
ment into Kashmir would follow the 
short cut from Badakshan to Chitral and 
on to Gilgit-Skardu. 

For gauging adversary intention. 


existing political relations have to be fac¬ 
tored. The country was misguided by 
intelligence intention inputs, first in 
1959 when without a whisper the Chine¬ 
se built the Aksai Chin road, and later in 
1962, the army was given the tall order 
of evicting the Chinese from Thag La. 
This time, the Lahore prexess could 
have created a false sense of Hindi- 
Pakistani Bhai Bhai. 

In 1965, intelligence failed to inform 
the government that Pakistan was down 
to two days of reserve ammunition, or 


The fact is that the Indian Army simp¬ 
ly failed to anticipate this type of an ope¬ 
ration: intrusions staggered over a wide 
front. This was the unexpected among 
all its contingency planning. Capture by 
Pakistan of a single or a couple of posts 
on the LoC, yes. But inuiisions across 
the LoC on this size and scale were, as 
Singh has admitted, never expected and 
therefore not catered for. 

The Pakistan plan did not work due to 
an overkill of masks, disgui.ses and deni¬ 
als. An undercover operation has its limi- 









G«fl. Parru Minhanaf Ih« Inn with Namz Shartf): oiiS fw 
MiWaraovcr owanlioa 

that Pakistan had raised a .second armou- tations converting into an overt one. It 

red division, both critical, strategic went undetected in its preparation and 

inputs. The Yom Kippur war complete- launch as secrecy was its hallmark The 

ly surjirised Israel. It altered the strategic success of the tipeiation hinged on one 

equation on the battlefield, though, as in single factor: surprise This contingency 

Kargil, the Israeli defence forces both plan had probably been collecting dust 

retrieved and reversed the situation, in the PakDGMO’sclo.set for years. 

Nevertheless, Egyptian intelligence sco¬ 
red a complete strategic surprise by a |l was pulled out by the commando- 
brilliant cross-canal tactical manoeuvre Ibred and trained Parvez Mu.shairaf 

Last year, India conducted its nuclear and shared with just four others: Aziz 

tests duping the CIA. Indian scientists Khan, GOC 10 Corps, Lt -Gen. Moham- 

dodged the panoply of sophisticated US mad Ahmad, DGMO Lt-Gen. Tauliq 

surveillance devices including huma- iiia and GOC FCNA, Maj. Gen. Javed 

ninl which is still the core of any intellig- Hassan. Others came in at the lime of the 

ence apparatus. Indian intelligence stum- launch. 

ped CIA at Pokhran. R&AW tapping Extraordinary precautions had 
the conversation between COAS Gen. already been taken during the launch. 

Parvez Musharraf and his CGS, l.t-Gcn. No troops were brought in from outside, 

Mohammad Aziz Khan, in the now fam- I'O no unusual movements. About 1,000 

ous China Tapes, was an intelligence soldiers from the Northern Light Infan- 

coup. try already deployed there were used. 

So why did the intelligence arm of the Redeployment and preparations were 

government fail to forewarn the army of carried out at night. Even the local Baltis 

the Kargil invasion? This was were taken unawares. The forces and 

Pakistan’s Yom Kippur to break the logistics were assembled and inducted 

stalemate over Kashmir. The ingenuity in deafening silence. Incredible secrecy 

of this clandestine operation and its and deception made detection difficult 

sheer tactical perfection have to be and surprise complete, 

acknowledged and the Pakistani devil The Kargil deployment has not chang- 
given full credit. ed since 1972. The FCNA has been 
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Gen. V.P. Malik ISNn here with A.B. V«|pa]fM and George Feraandes): he is alleged to 
have ignored his field commander’s warninp 


observing the large and tempting gaps 
across the LoC in Kargil for 27 years. 
An intrusion across the Kargil front was 
never anticipated by man or beast. Even 
large-scale infiltration was discounted, 
though some did take place through 
Dras m 199.^. 

The enhanced threat perception of 
5(X) Afghans tiaimng in Gunkot, referr¬ 
ed to by Singh in his briellngs, was not 
to the LoC but in his rear areas, 50 km 
away in the Padam valley and the road. 
In the war games and discussions he had 
with the army high command, (COAS. 
VCOAS and bcOAS) there was no hint 
by him of encroachments. When asked 
by his army commandci who spent three 
days with him to identify the weak 
points in his defences, Singh said: "I 
have none." His request foi additional 
troops was not for the LoC but for 
Padam valley and the road. 

The intelligence lapse was therefore 
in the collective mind of the army. It fail¬ 
ed to .sec the Gunkot woods for the 
Padam trees. So far, so bad. But what 
about routine tactical operations to moni¬ 
tor the unhcld gaps? This is where the 
battalions of the Kargil brigade, its com¬ 
mander Singh and the Leh divisional 
commander failed to carry out ground 
and air surveillance of the area 

T he patrol programme is the most 
beguiling operational responsibility 
of fighting units in war and peace. Sur¬ 
veillance is carried out at least on paper 
over every inch of territory as domina¬ 
tion, link, civic action, long range, com¬ 


posite and inter-formation patrols In 
addition, air surveillance operations are 
caiTied out over difficult terrain in heli¬ 
copters This was done casually. It was 
not as if helicopters were not given as 
claimed by .Siii^ He wanted one to be 
positioned next to him. 


The Kargil brigade erred grievously 
on surveillance Singh’s plea that he did 
not get permission to send out patrols is 



Surinder Singh’s plea that he did not get 
pennission to send out patrois is 
M-founded—a commander needs no 
pemdsskm to police his area 


ill-founded. A commander needs no per¬ 
mission to police his area. Equally flim¬ 
sy is the excuse that snow boots and 
other equipment were not available. 

A report is circulating in the media 
that Pakistan was scouting European 
markets for 50,000 snow boots. No one 
has asked why Pakistan would need 
boots to equip three high-altitude divi¬ 
sions Chandru Mahatane, a German 
NRl, well-versed in the European shoe 
business, has said that had he been tipp¬ 
ed off about Pakistan’s shoe-shopping 
spree, he would have tracked them down 
and might have saved the day at Kargil. 

Singh had asked for satellite imagery. 
RPVs and the moon, as commanders 
everywhcic are prone to. knowing full 
well these as.scts are non-existent. The 
tiiith is: Singh has ‘not said' what has 
been widely attributed to him. He has 
been used by journalists and the Con- 
giess party to sensaiionali.se and distort 
the intelligence and opciational lapses 
in Kargil. Politicising the army is bad 
enough, exaggerating and trivialising :*> 
deficiencies in the altcrglow of victory 
is merely mean 

The immediate upshot of the Pakista¬ 
ni misadventure is the reoiganisation 
and upgradation ot the Kargil brigade, 
part of the l.ch division into a new Corps 
with Us headquarters at Leh. The clear 
lesson from Kargil is that the intelligen¬ 
ce arms of the armed forces and the coun¬ 
try have to be restructured and modernis¬ 
ed along with the sword arm 

The internal and external reach of 
military intelligence has to be enhanced 
so that the army can detect the blip of 
aggression among the clutter of infiltra¬ 
tion. There is the need for a defence intel¬ 
ligence agency like the ISl in Pakistan as 
part of a national intelligence grid. At 
present, military intelligence receives a 
princely Rs 5 crorc against Rs 5t)0 crore 
for R&AW and dollais 50 billion for the 
CIA. 

For weeks without success, intelligen¬ 
ce was .scouring for Pak 19 Infantry Divi¬ 
sion, its GHO reserve for the hill areas, 
to determine whether it had been moved 
opposite Kargil. lliitortunately, 
R&AW. with inadequate infrastructure 
and resources, is not geared lor a war¬ 
like situation. 

Kargil was an intelligence and opera¬ 
tional lapse Singh’s letters and 
afterthoughts were no forewarning. He 
was part of the collective failure of the 
mind. Indian psyche and intelligence, 
both need to be upgraded. • 

Omn. Aahok K. Utmhta/Nmw Dalhl 
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The 

pint-sized 

chaiienge 

But Sushma Swaraj has both guts and ambition 


I t IS amazing how naive even the 
most intelligent and shrewd poli¬ 
ticians can be, sometimes. I,.K. 
Advani had just completed his 
second rath wtra Sushma Swa¬ 
raj had gone to Calcutta with him. 
Advani got a tumultuous response 
Looking at the crowd from a distance, 
Swaraj is said to have commented that 
she had never been so happy "The 
crowd is here because it is curious It 
wants to sec me," she remarked 

This artless remark was reported 
back to the RS.S headquartcis and pick¬ 
ed up by Panchujanya. the Pntvdn of 
the BJP. Writer and RS.S worker 
Devendra Swarotsp announced that he 
had conveyed Swaraj’s remaik to 
‘those who would convey it to the 
people It needs to be coveyed to’. BJP 
activists understood immediately what 
he meant; he had told Govindacharya 
who had been asked to carry it back to 
L.K. Advani. 

Later, when it was ckuificd that she 
had been misquoted, Advani forgot the 
whole matter. But to those watching 
Swaraj, it revealed a new facet of her 
personality: the ambitious Ms Swaraj. 

At the first meeting, it is hard not to 
like her. Sushma Swaraj is personable, 
friendly and affectionate. You wonder 
a little about the ropc-like 
mwi^alsuda, the liberal use of .sim/nr, 
in short, the laboured attempts to 
achieve the Bharatiya naari image. 


But whal the hell, evei'yone has the 
right to dress as one likes. 

Then you look a little harder It isn’t 
just the clothes, it is the personality 
Swaraj is trying to tell you something 
and she wants you to believe her. She’s 
saying, without actually spelling it 
out. I’m efficient. I’m modern yet liadi- 
tional. I’m a professional. 

Then you begin to talk to he,'' ciicic 
She h.as a lot of supportcis, you find, 
but It is hard to find out who her friends 
are. What is the difteicnee’.’ Only that 
supporters have a sort of a commcicial 
relationship with a politician while 
friends will support them thiough 
thick and thin — and sick and sin. 

However, there was a whole lot ol 
people who used to swctir by .Swaraj, 
counting her as a 1 riend, who now bit 
terly denounced her. So you begin to 

Swar^ is tiying to tell 
you something and she 
wants you to believe her. 
She’s saying, without 
actually spelling it out: 
Tm efficient, Tm modem 
yet traditional, I’m a 
professional 


try and find out why. 

The problem seems to be that Swa¬ 
raj is seen as a politician who lets you ^ 
believe that you’re her friend; but only 
so long as you are useful to her. Once 
again, this is a new facet; Ms Swaraj is 
a politician and an ambitious one. 

Consider Swaraj’s rise in power 
politics. Krishan Lai Sharma had a list 
to do with bringing her into the BJP. 
However. Sharma fell out so badly 
with her that the two don’t really talk 
these days. Swaraj’s protege L.K. 
,^dvam sensed that she was drifting 
away aftci Alai Behari Vajpayee made 
her a minister. For Swaraj Vajpayee 
was a means to an end, Aftei the Delhi 
fiasco and Madan Lai Khurana’s sabo¬ 
tage. you couldn’t help feeling .soiry 
lot Swaiaj. She had painted her.self 
into a corner and no one was even offe- 
iing to help her out 

But the fall Irom grace was anested 
when she got a chance to contest from 
Bcllaiy against Soma Gandhi Once 
again Sushma Swaraj has offered her¬ 
self as the lamb foi sluughtet. even if 
she loses Bcllaiy, the sentiment in the 
BJP will be such that she will be able to 
enter Parliament via theRaiyaSabha, 
who knows, mavbe fiom Karnataka. 

How hci name was chosen for the 
Bellaiy seat is a story in itself. No one 
knew about it except 1..K. Advani and 
Alai Behan Vajpayee, the lailei not 
too lavoiir.ibly ilisposed to her any 
longer 

So when Advani went to Vajpayee 
to suggest that Sushma be fielded 
against .Sonia in Amcthi, Vajpayee’s 
leaclioii was lukewarm. Why not let 
the candidate continue, he suggested, 
mdie.iting Sanjay Singh. 

But, he .said, keep an eye on Soma 
Gandhi When the idea was mooted to 
Kushabhati Thakre, his lesponse was 
that Swaraj was hell-bent on staying 
out of the election and that he could not 
foiee hei to contest 

Of course when Soma Gandhi filed 
hci nomination from Bcllaiy, Swaraj 
was thcic, ready to give her all for 
India and the party. And be known all 
over the world as the lady who chal¬ 
lenged Rome, 

Again the bottom line is clear. Swa¬ 
raj is intelligent, shrewd and sincere. 

But again in a way that defies compre¬ 
hension, naive, probably because 
ambition gets in the way • 
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Mutual 


convenience 

The TDP-BJP seat sharing will benefit both 
Chandrababu Naidu andAtal Behari Vajpayee 


I t’s anything but a marriage made 
in heaven. Pundit Venkaiah Naidu 
brought the bride and groom, kick¬ 
ing and screaming, to the altar 
The Telugu Desam Party finally 
agreed to an electoral tie-up with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in Andhra 
Pradesh. The tatter had asked for 20 Lok 
Sabha and 60 Assembly seats, but driv¬ 
ing a hard bargain for the dowry, 
Chandrababu Naidu ultimately agreed 
to let go of only eight Lok Sabha and 25 
Assembly seals. 

TDP spokesman Umareddy Venka- 
teswaralu took pains to make it clear that 


this was not an alliance but a "seat acQust- 
ment" and the party would not join the 
National Democratic Alliance. 

More embarrassing was the manner 
in which Naidu made the BJP state unit 
run around in circles before finally con¬ 
descending to say yes. BJP president 
Kushabhau Thakre had come to Hydera¬ 
bad in July promising a final announce¬ 
ment within a week. And Naidu’s res¬ 
ponse: "We will only say that we want to 
see Vajpayee as Prime Minister." 

Then the state BJP set a deadline; 19 
July. Naidu kept mum as the deadline 
came and went. Incensed, the BJP state 



unit began releasing figures of the num¬ 
ber of applications received for Assemb¬ 
ly constituencies. Silence still from 
Naidu. 

The BJP released its own list of candi¬ 
dates for all the 42 Lok Sabha and 100 of 
the 294 Assembly seats. Naidu opened 














up a little, only to say, "I will announce 
my decision at an appropriate time." 

The state BJP leaders were hysterica) 
and in a unanimous re.solution asked the 
central leadership to allow them to fight 
the elections on their own. Naidu called 
up Vajpayee and asked him to rein in his 


Chandrababu Naidu: fearing the 16 per 
cent 

local leaders. 

Finally, after long telecons with Vaj¬ 
payee and Advani, the chief ministo' 
picked up the phone and called the BJP 
state unit president, Ch Vidyasagar Rao, 
In a couple of days the official announce¬ 
ment was made. 

Still, both parties are facing a dilem¬ 
ma; a tie-up could just as easily hurt 
them, as help them. No one is sure which. 

As Vidyasagar Rao puts it, "We poll¬ 
ed 18 per cent of the votes in the 1998 LS 
polls and won four seats. After Opera¬ 
tion Vijay (Kargil), we are confident of 
increasing that percentage and doing 
very well in the Assembly elections on 
our own.” This assessment is backed by 
the RS.S. The local BJP also fears that 
the anti-incumbency factor against 
Naidu may mar their chances. 

Naidu’s argument is that the BJP’s 
performance in the last Lok Sabha has 
no bearing on the Assembly elections. 
Here, the choice will remain between 
the Congress and the TDP. 

And it is the As.sembly polls that 


Naidu is most worried about. In last 
year’s L(^ Sabha polls, NTR’s fiefdom. 
coastal Andhra, rejected Naidu over¬ 
whelmingly (he won only one of the 13 
seats). Ute Mu^ms, too, have been alie¬ 
nated following Naidu's support to the i 
BJP government in Delhi. 

This compulsion had thrown up ano¬ 
ther alternative: have seat adjustments 
for the Lx>k Sabha but fight the Assemb¬ 
ly polls separately. The idea was finally 
dumped as being too complicated. 

On the other hand, both could stand to 
gain from each other. In 1998, when 
Aey fought the elections separately, the 
BJP and the TDP polled 50 per cent of 
the votes. Together they could be a more 
potent force. 

Naidu and Vajpayee have other more 
pressing concerns. Naidu fears that the 
BJP may be emerging as a strong third 
force in the state. Perhaps the best way 
to check this is to align with the party. 

Vajpayee, on the other hand, wants 
the TDP finnly by his side in case of ano¬ 
ther hung Parliament. Having fought the 
elections together, Naidu will haidly be 
in a position to act coy later. • 
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Everything you 
always wanted to 
know about the 1999 
elections but didn’t 
know whom to ask 

Whether it is cocktail parties or the chaupal in 
the village, the discussion about the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections is centred 
around some issues. 

Sunday’s team of correspondents in the state 
capitals fanned out and tried to identify these 
issues. Posed as a set of questions, we present a 
distilled version of all the queries that are being 
raised in India a^ut the theory and practice of 
politics—in the last elections in this millennium. 



1) In whose favour will the Kargfl 
war go? 

It is hard to say. One argument is that it is always 
the BJP which benefits from a nationalist wave 
because it has a cadre which can capitalise on 
i.ssues like this. 

But then, it is also true that fltc way the govCTii- 
meot has handled post-war propagatda, especia¬ 
lly charges of intelligence faihoe. has lost the 
BJP a lot of credibility. 

Linked to this is the other issue. Nationalism 
and jingoism are largely uiban phenomena. So, 
initi^ly, there was some doubt ^xwt whether 
the Kar^eu]4ioria would penetrate into vilfafges. 

But the w^ contributions have poured fflto 
die various war relief funds set up by NGOs and 






I 


governments would suggest that Kargil is an 
issue in the rural hinterland as well. So. the next 
question is: will the war won by India translate 
as a war won by the BJP? 

And if it does, will people forget basic issues 
like lack of water, food and jobs and vote for the 
BJP on the basis of KargiP 

This seems unlikely. People are asking them¬ 
selves how Indians came to lose their own territo¬ 
ry and whether Indian soldiers were sent to their 
death by irresponsible (BJP) politicians. 

On balance, Kargil will work for the BJP as an 
election issue if it is canned and sold as patrio¬ 
tism. For the Congress, Kargil will have to be 
represented as the army’s victory and the BJP’s 
somnolence. 

But at best, Kargil can serve as background 
music to the unfolding main scene. If the candid¬ 
ate of a political party hasn’t performed, he 
should not look to Kargil to save him. 

2) Does the issue of a foreign-born 
Prime Minister of India really have 
any meaning as a campaign issue? 

In villages in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, for 
instance, it makes little difference to people whe¬ 
ther the Prime Minister is Indian or foreign- 
born. For, in either situation, the Pi ime Minister 
IS a remote and distant entity. 

In urban areas, among traditional Congress or 
BJP voters, the divide is along party lines and 
loyalties. Those who have always voted Con¬ 
gress will argue that Sonia Gandhi is as Indian as 
anyone else. Those who have always voted BJP 
will say: Thank God our party has a through- 
and-through Indian as its leader. 

What is clear is that the issue of a foreign-bom 
Prime Minister will have a tremendous impact 
on party workers. Indeed, an RSS worker argued 
that the BJP’s performance has been lacklustre 
at best. But if the Congress is allow ed to have its 
way, Indians won’t be able to raise their heads in 
the world out of shame. So this is the only motiva¬ 
tion for the RSS to work in this election. 

This may well be the case. In towns and cities, 
RSS workers will stnve to defeat Sonia Gandhi, 
not out of affection for Atal Behan Vajpayee, 
but becau,sc of her Italian origins. In the same 
vay. Congress workers realise that they have to 
rove a point and that this is the last chance to pre- 
srve the .secular fabne of India. 
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If you know you ahcAdy know PIAGGIO. 


Mobility is the key to a freer life. With a network spanning 13'I 
countries, Piaggio technology has been handing ovit 
this key to millions. Starting with the world famous 
Piaggio’s latest technology. Soon in India, scooter, our designs and vehicles are engineered to me.’t 



r 


For 113 years, technology from Piaggio of Italy 
has given the world better modes of transportation. 



Is it surprising that well-known brands of scooters and 3-wheelers 
in India also have their origin in the same Piaggio technology ? 


‘1: erse transportation needs. So that our customers get value- 
ded vehicles with state-of-the-art technology and distinct 
h-ilian styling. litde wonder that Pij^gio is symonymous with 
nsportation solutions and smoother ridc5., the world over. 



PIAGGIO 


Complete transportation solutions 




Now that the BJP and its allies have announc¬ 
ed that they will work towards legislation to 
make it mandatory for a person holding high offi¬ 
ce in India to be a natural-bom Indian, this is all 
the more reason for Congressmen to defeat this 
intention. For. if someone bom and grown up in 
the United State.s wants to return to India and 
work here, should he/shc be deprived of the chan¬ 
ce of becoming Prime Minister"' 

3) Should Sonia Gandhi declare 
that she will be Prime Minister if the 
Congress comes to power? 

There arc two options which the Congress is 
reportedly considering. One is to declare Sonia 
Gandhi as the only candidate for the president¬ 
ship of the Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) 
when it meets after the election: this would auto¬ 
matically mean that Sonia Gandhi will be the 
Congre,'«s’s prime ministerial choice 
The other option is to say that Sonia is not a 
power-grabber, and that she will continue to be 
president of the party regardless of whether the 
Congress comes to power or not, but will not be 
PM. This is a way of getting rid of the foreign- 
origins tag. Sonia Gandhi can then anoint someo¬ 
ne — .say Dr Manmohan Singh — as an alterna¬ 
tive choice for prime ministciship 

Politically, it is hard to say which is better. 
While it IS true that by abdicating her claim on 
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prime ministership, Sonia will scotch any debate 
on her foreign origins, it is also true that the Con¬ 
gress has never, in its history, been able to have 
two poles of power. When the Prime Minister 
and the Congress president have been two separ¬ 
ate persons, there have always been problems. 

Electorally, it may be better to clear the air. 

But then, if Sonia Gandhi doesn’t want to be PM, 
why IS she contesting the election? 

4) Can the secular Opposition unite? 

This is the key to the emergence of a credible 
alternative to the BJP. 

In the past, the Opposition has been most suc¬ 
cessful when it has b^n united in its anti- 
Congressism. In other words, the Opposition— 
secular or communal —has been reactive rather 
than pro-active, in a frame of reference decided 
by the Congress. 

When the Congress supported the Janata Dal 
to form two successive governments, it was sug¬ 
gested that the days of anti-Congressism were 
over. The communist parties did their best to 
whip up support for the proposition that commu- 
nalism was a greater danger than the Congress. 
But possibly because they were not convinced of 
this themselves, this idea could not gain ground, i 

Therefore, valuable time has been lost and 
slowly the BJP has moderated its position, mov¬ 
ed in and occupied the space vacated by the secu- 
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lar Opposition. So, once again, the anti- 
Congress Opposition (the bulk of it, anyway) 
has united, with the lead being given by the BJP. 

But the secular Opposition—the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) and even the Left—conti¬ 
nues U) be anti-Congress. It is hard to see how 
they will change their position. And until they 
do, there can never be true unity in the secular 
Opposition. 


The Alliances 


5) How sound is the United Janata 
Dal'B JP alliance? 

At the moment (that is, before and during the 
elections), rock .solid. Despite the BJP Karnata¬ 
ka unit’s anger at having to work with what 
were, till recently, its enemies, the alliance has 
managed to iron out several of the wrinkles. 

The BJP would have prelerred to test the alli¬ 
ance in the Lok Sabha elections, rather than the 
Assembly elections. But there is no choice. 

However, there are many in the BJP who 
ai'guc that the party was given no choice. The ten¬ 
sion between suppoilers of L.K. Advani in the 
BJP and those of Atal Behan Vajpayee in the 
NDA continues and the Janata Dal(U)’s induc¬ 
tion into the NDA is just another manifestation 
of this tension. .So. while Advani joined his par¬ 
ly's clamoiii lor more power to the BJP in the 
coalition. Atal Behan Vaipayce made a public 
statement indicating that the entry of the Janata 
Dal(U) would help the BJP 

The electoral effect of JD(U)’sjoining NDA 
will merely be that some Assembly .seats will be 
lost, a fact reiterated bitterly by the BJP. But then 
the BJP was never in a position to form the 
government in Karnataka any w'ay. 

What will happen after the elections, 
however, is that Vajpayee will find him.self 
strengthened by the toirner socialists, against his 
own party. Therefore, the emphasis on the Hindu 
agenda and the tussle for power within the BJP 
will heighten. This has serious repercussions for 
the BJP government’s stability. 

6) Are the Congress's allies as endur¬ 
ing as it imagines? 

It IS lucky for the Congress that even its own can¬ 
didates don’t think it is coming to power at the 
Centre. Otherwise, with unpredictable allies, 
like Laloo Yadav and Jayalalitha, it would have 
found itself under a great deal of pressure. 

Consider the Congress allies’ recent beha¬ 
viour. Laloo Yadav upset everyone in the Con¬ 
gress by announcing that he was giving a 14th 
scat to the Congress, only because of ’Madam’ s’ 
insistence. Jay^alitha promised to come for 
Sonia Gandhi’s first election meeting in Tamil 
Nadu but didn’t turn up. Mrs Gandhi retaliated 
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by saying that coalitions don’t work any way. So 
the beginning is not propitious. 

The allies arc watching to see how Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi will behave. They’re not sure if she will be 
the real boss in the Congress or someone else. 

Others, like Sharad Pawar, are waiting to .see 
what happens after the general elections. If 
Soma Gandhi abdicates responsibility, or if the 
Congress splits again. Paw'ar and others will for¬ 
ce a realignment of forces. Allies like Jayalalitha 
aie. in that event, unlikely to be mere passive sup¬ 
porters. They might even try and force a realign¬ 
ment in the Congress from the outside. 

It IS hard to say now what will happen after the 
election. The Congress's eyes are not fixed on 
this general election but the next one. And that’s 
when alliances forged now will be crucial. 

7) Can the BSP and the Congress 
have an adjustment of seats? 

In Uttar Pradesh at least, this would have been 
just what the doctor ordered. But it doesn’t seem 
likely. 

In eastern UP there are at least 15 seats which 
have a sizeable population of Dalits. An arrange¬ 
ment with the BSP would have meant the BSP’s 
victory in .some constituencies and the Congres¬ 
s’s assured victory in some others. At this, 
moment, both are cutting into each other’s votes 
and, therefore, the BJP can slip through easily. 

But the Congress cannot be blamed for this. 
The BSP is at best an undependable ally and at 
worst a predatory one. This is because it knows it 
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IS placed in a strong position, it has a voter base 
which is transferable. So it would like to know 
from the Congress what there is in it for the BSP, 
if the votes it has are transferred to the Congress. 

Under the circumstances, any alliance can 
only be a fragile one. The Congress has chosen 
to reject it. 

8) Where will the TMC vote go? 

Not to the Congress, that ’s for sure. The Tamil 
Maanila Congress, certain that the Congress has 
lost its acceptability in Tamil Nadu, is expecting 
to comer the Congress voles. This is clearly indi¬ 
cated by its promise to bring back Kamraj 
rule in Tamil Nadu by the turn of the century. 

What exactly does this mean? That like the 
Congress led by Kamraj, the TMC will ally nei¬ 
ther with the DMK nor ADMK but will work to 
become the third independent alternative in 
Tamil Nadu. 

The TMC had begun by dismantling the Con¬ 
gress’s Dalit vote bank, now reorganised as the 
PulhiyaTamizhagam. It will also target the 
Muslims who were supporters of the DMK and 
are apprehensive of the DMK’s bear hug of BJP. 

The TMC is hoping to claim the Congress 
vote and make itself a viable partner for the Con¬ 
gress to do a deal with. At this moment, worried 
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TMC leaders are joining the Congress, rather 
than expend the time and elTort in setting up a 
new political organisation. 


The Personalities 


9) What will happen to Sonia if the 
Congress doesn’t improve its tally? 

Sonia Gandhi is only now, in television inter¬ 
views and media briefings, giving the people of 
India a glimpse of what she’s really like. Will 
she, if she’s defeated, pack her bags and run 
away to Italy to help her sister run her antique 
shop'? No that's not the stuff she’s made of. 

Is she devious enough to keep the Congress 
together even in defeat? It is hard to say. There is 
no doubt that this election is crucial to her politi¬ 
cal development. And yet, this is not a decisive 
election—in that it will not seal her political fate. 

There are many who .say the Congress will 
split after the elections and the rump will go with 
Sharad Pawar who will be egging Congressmen 
to leave the company of a losing leader. Congres¬ 
smen are never graceful in defeat. Look what 
they did to P.V. Narasimha Rao and Sitaram 
Kesri when the two leaders took a few wrong 
turns along the road. , | 
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The difference between them and Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi is that she belongs to The Family. So, while 
factionalism in the Congress and name calling 
will probably increase once it becomes clear that 
the Congress is not forming the government— 
and It seems it isn’t — after the usual calls for 
accountability, the dust will settle. 

Of course, if the Congress improves its curr¬ 
ent tally, the credit will be given to Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi, as it was tn the last round of Assembly elec¬ 
tions. Then she has to decide whether she wants 
to continue being president of the party or she 
would rather groom her children for the job. 

10) Sharad Pawar prided himself 
on being a state leader. But after 
this election, will he remain even 
that? 

As things stand now, Sharad Pawar has been a 
.stunning success at state politics when he’s been 
in the Congress and a spectacular failure when 
he’s been out of the Congress. 

So why should this trend be any different this 
time? According to this calculation, the Con¬ 
gress should perform well in this election 
because the BJP-Shiv Sena suffers from the 
incumbency handicap. That Assembly and Lok 
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Damolltion of llw BaM Mm|M: tiw IhimUc 
fring* of tlw BJP is no* going to kMp 
forsvsr 

Sabha elections are being held together merely 
underlines and enhances the disaster that the 
state government has proved to be. 

So this should mean that Sharad Pawor will 
smash the BJP-Shiv Sena citadel, will make 
significant inroads into the Congress 
strongholds and emerge victorious—shouldn’t 
it'? 

But several things are wrong with this picture. 
One. what will the effect of holding As.sembly 
and Lok Sabha elections together be'.' The last 
time this happened was more than 30 years ago. 
Will the Lok Sabha election act as a force multi¬ 
plier for Pawar in the Assembly elections? 
Maybe. But the fact is that if the government in 
Delhi lasts its full term of five years, the pattern 
of state and Lok Sabha elections may well beco¬ 
me the norm in Maharashtra. 

But psephological trivia aside, the Maha¬ 
rashtra elections — both—hold the key to Sha- 
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rad Pawar’s political fortunes. The Congress 
isn’t overly worried about it. It figures that it has 
to sit in the Opposition anyway. 

But Pawar has been in the Opposition for a 
long time— in Parliament, in the state, and 
in his party. He needs a victory. So, he’s going to 
ti 7 hard as hell to engineer one. 

In Maharashtra, the Dalits are an important for¬ 
ce. In fact, the Congress Index of Opposition Uni¬ 
ty (lOU) was so high leading to a Lok Sabha vic¬ 
tory only because Pawar had succeeded in unit¬ 
ing all the factions of the Dalit parties in favour 
of the Congress. 

Today, he has no one but the Ramdas 
Athawale group. This is a significant gain in 
itself because Athawale is the Dalit leader with 
greater following — Prakash Ambedkar is less 
important. But the issue is that there is no unity 
among the Dalits, the source of mass votes. 

Pawar has also burnt his boats by more or less 
indicating he would support the BJP-led NDA, 
should the opportunity arise, leading to the com¬ 
plete alienation of the minorities. Thus, the mino¬ 
rities, which were willing to forgive Pawar for 
his role in the Bombay riots, are now vengeful 
and doubly certain they will vote for the Con¬ 
gress— to defeat the BJP and its ilk 

Pawar’s dream was to be master of 50 seats in 
the new Lok Sabha, so that he would be able to 
control the choice of the new PM. At this 
moment, it doesn’t look as if his dream will 
materialise 


11) Will L.K. Advani tighten or loos¬ 
en his grip over the BJP? 

Oh, tighten it definitely Even though the cam¬ 
paign has just begun, Advani has already decid¬ 
ed who the faces representing the party will be. 
The significant thing about this election is: there 
are very, very few new faces. This is not like the 
past elections when people we’d never heard of 
had become BJP candidates: ranging from Che- 
tan Chauhan the cricketer, to Nitish Bharadwaj 
the Krishanji in the television serial. 

One reason is the sitting-getting principle that 
the BJP has scrupulously adhered to. The other is 
the pressure on seats from the allies which severe¬ 
ly curtails the BJP’s manoeuvrability. 

But the third reason is that L.K. Advani has 
played a major role in deciding who will contest 
from where. This election is not a foray into the 
new unknown. It is not a voyage of self- 
discovery. It is an election of consolidation for 
the BJP. 

Therefore, Advani’s hold over the party, e.spe- 
cially after October when he is likely to Udie over 
the presidentship from Kushabhau Thakre, will 
tighten. He has allowed the NDA to become a 
counterpoise to the BJP, much against his better 
judgement and the interests of the party. But now 
it Is tune to consolidate the party. And this elec- 
rien will help him do it 
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12) Will Vajpayee indicate ivho his 
successor will be? 

Which Pnme Minister in India has ever indical 
edhis successor’ 

There is little reason for Vajpayee to do so 
Because if he docs the power struggle between 
tlie younger elements in the party — Sushma 
Swaraj and Pramod Mahajan to name two— 
will break out and probably take him in its w ake 


The Forces 


13) Will Hindutva make a 
comeback? 

Without a doubt The lunatic fnnge of the BJP 
kept quiet when the BJP explained that it was 
part of a coalition and therefore could not do 
anything about the Ram Mandir It kept quiet 
when the issue of Article J70 was swept aside 
because it was not on the National Agenda for 
Governance It even allowed the government to 
pull it up on the issue ol Chnstiar missionaries 
But It IS not going to keep quiet forever When 
the religious leadeis denounce Atal Behan Vaj 
payee for what he has become — a leader of the 
National Front, not the BJP—the chickens will 
come home to roost And expect this to happen 
sooner than later 

14) Is social justice a factor at all in 
this election? 

On the face of it, no But examine the electoral 
lists of all parties and you can sec all of them pay^ 


rsMrvMi by th«M two 


TheJDiUl's 
Induction into 
the NDA is 
another 

manifestation of 
the tension 
between the 
Vajpayee and 
Advani camps. 
While Advani 
demanded more 
power to the BJP 
in the coalition, 
Vajpayee 
indicated that 
the entry of the 
JD(U) would help 
the BJP 


ing their homage to Mandal In UP this issue has 
reached boiling point and is going to explode 
vcr> soon 

15) Has secularism become 
irrelevant? 

Theoretically no But in practice yes 

Secularism was defined in terms of the degree 
of saffron that the Well Dressed Man in the BJP 
was wcanng 

But the saffron element in the BJP has faded, 
in the last 18 months they ve been in power In 
India secularism has been defined forhistoncal 
reasons according to the definition understood 
by the Muslims Now it is the Chnsiian minorit¬ 
ies w hich are feeling persec uted 

Seculaiists are feeling a little cheated Not 
only has the Janata Dal split and gone over to the 
BJP but also the BJP IS not doing the things 
they were certain it would do Like reclaiming 
Kashi and Mathura 

But this IS the same set of people who ensured 
the Babn Maspd fell and rejoiced when it did So 
while the theory of secularism never gets dated 
in India the practice of it has become a little 
rusty But by no means is it irrelevant 

16) Have the Dalits polarised into 
an anti-BJP, anti-Congress mass? 

Not yet but they re getting there Unless the 
NDA and the BJP announce a political progiam 
me tor the Dalits and unless the Congicss tnes 
to get them into the fold they will go to the BSP 
And then invoking Anibedkar will be a right 
reserved by Mayawati and Kanshi Ram • 
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The Good 
Doctor 

A day in Manmohan Singh ’5 life stretches 
across two worlds 


I t is 6.30 am and the formidable 
iron gales to Dr Manmohan 
Singh’s Safdarjung Road residen¬ 
ce are ajar. You push them in and 
peer gingerly inside expecting a) 
guard dugs to attack, b) SPG bullets to 
riddle you, c) .stentorian shouts asking 
you where you're going. 

Nothing. 

There is a guardhouse by the door, 
and .some men in khaki who're sitting 
around and having an adda, smile vague¬ 
ly at you. Warmed at this display of 
camaraderie you beam back. There’s a 
flowering hibiscus bush nearby, Why 
not present them a hibiscus flower each 
which they can stick into the gun barrels, 
considering its all peace and love around 
here? Maybe we can even hold hands 
and sing ‘we shall overcome’. Or 
maybe, they’d like ‘Imagine’. 

But such radical thoughts have to be 
abandoned, for there’s work on hand. 
The office of the Congress(l) candidate 
from South Delhi, former finance mini¬ 
ster of India and possible Prime Mini¬ 
ster. is open. 

Or Singh is already up and about. ("I 
wake up at 5") having briskly taken char¬ 
ge of his day. That’s what he thinks. 
Soon, he will be helpless putty in his 
campaign managers’ hands, protesting 
piteously as the remainder of his day is 
ruthlessly chopped and changed by 
those who know better. The recurrent 
theme of the day is: 'Bechara kitna sha- 
reef aadmi hai." 

His workers are having an argument. 
He had a car, allotted to him by the 
government as a member of the Rajya 
Sabha, which he returned the day Parlia¬ 
ment was dissolved. He’s now cam¬ 
paigning in a hired car, a DLY, with a sir¬ 


en slapped on by his workers, overruling 
Singh’s protests. The AICC has given 
him a top-open Gypsy. But only five or 
six people can stand beside him in the 
Gypsy. So the argument is who should 
accompany him as he drives for his 
campaign. 

There have been many such 
arguments Although a Congress wor¬ 
ker confesses that all factions in the Con¬ 
gress have sunk their differences to ensu¬ 
re Singh’s victory, "he made it clear to 
us that he was a retired man who had no 
money to spend". 

Singh’s admirers are conducting his 
campaigning, literally counting pen¬ 
nies. Each MLA from his parliamentary 
con.stituency is working on the assump¬ 
tion that this time he has to fight not one 
hut two elections. Singh has no money at 
all, and much to the despair of workers, 
is actually returning money to people 
who’re collecting it for him "I ask you, 
madam," says a worker, "how can anyo¬ 
ne not vote for such a decent man? Just 
the other day someone came up at a 
public meeting and handed Dr Singh a 
purse of Rs 5 1 .(XX). Doctor Sa’ab return¬ 
ed it to him, .saying: ‘you keep this and 
spend it here for campaign expen.ses’. 
We’ve never .seen anything like this " 

O n the campaign trail, Singh lists his 
pet hates. Security and protection 
arrangements which have become the 
index of politicians’ importance; the 
glitz of elections, the cars, the sirens, the 
loudspeakers; and unpunctuality. 

So he arrives at his first meeting 
venue promptly at 8.00. His host, the 
local MLA, is still at home, and has to be 
summoned on a mobile. Singh waits 
patiently and chats with others. Bananas 



are passed around as breakfast. Other 
savvier candidates would arrange break¬ 
fast packets for workers to ingratiate 
them. Singh’s workers are there because 
nothing else matters, except that Singh 
.should win from South Delhi. 

This i s a matter of prestige for the Con¬ 
gress. Despite winning four out of six 
Assembly seats in the last election, the 
Lok Sabha seat has been held by the BJP 
for the last four Lok Sabha terms. That 
Vijay Kumar Malhotra has won just 
once from here in 1977, is some small 
consolation. 

By the time the MLA arrives, Singh is 
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chafing di the bit The abashed MLA is 
told ofl by the workers Dm tot So ah 
nevZtf TVk(\ iiiUnieM man kaha tha 
kt \ioh kahht 'au nahiit hou ham 
Aapm Hoh pro^ramna tiahm dekha^ 
For most of them Di Singh is anew tom 
modity but one they base no problem in 
marketing Foi Singh too it is all very 
new As the dav progiessts he s not 
iure if he likes fighting I ok Sabha 
elections 

But once the campaign starts there is 
no doubt that people like what they see 
Although It IS relatively early on a Sun 
day morning, people tome out of their 


According to Manmohan 
Singh, the BJP has made 
a mi^or mistake in tying 
India’s economic 
fortunes to Its political 
ones. "The economy Is 
now hinged on friendly 
relations with the United 
States. If something 
were to go wrong..." he 
says grimly 


nousLs and balconies in various stages 
oi undress to smile and wave al Mannio 
han Smgh flow docs Indi i convev its 
pect ’ By a tuimasu a bow and a sniilt 
In this aiea you can set people icspond 
In the 1 1 st I ok S ibh i elec lion the 
Coiigiess was liounccd in this Assembly 
segment by a iiiaigin ol more than 
90 000 votes People would take the 
Congress niamlesio look at it and let it 
drop to the eiound You could tell by 
the way thev wouldn i meet our eve that 
they wire not going to vote for us But 
just lov>k at this sa\s one of Singh’s 
managei s waving his arm at the people 


•WIOAV?9Ao9 si <d<>«p(smb« 
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Manmohan Singh witti Congress workers; can be win the Lok Sabha polls ? 


on both sides of the road 

Singh himself is flushed, a little 
happy a little embarrassed, also a little 
proud of the way he’s handling it all He 
says he's continually amarcdatihegcnc 
rosily ol the Indian voter, at his modest 
expectations and his victimisation by 
the system "Everyone should have 
access to basic housing, basic hygiene, 
basic schooling and when I walk 
through some of the slums wheie I see 
people living in filthy conditions on the 
edge ol subsistence, I wonder how long 
they will have to live like this" He quo¬ 
tes Maix Philosophers have tned to 
interpret the world The point is to 
change it It's like being back in college 

Singh has finished his round of mee¬ 
tings He’s prostrated before the Guru 
Granth Sahib in Gunidwaras, bowed 
low before deities m Hindu temples 
(both Aiya Samaji and Sanatan Dhai- 
mi), has attended mass in the MarGrego 
nos Oithodox Church, has addressed a 


meeting in the Valmiki Mandii and is 
now leady to go home he has an inlci 
s lew But not just yet ( ongress woi kers 
are practical A ptadhm of a local slum 
has been arrested The MR says he’s 
been arrested for ‘election work Man 
mohan has to tell the slum that their 
pradhan w ill be returned to them es en if 
they have to fight to the end 

His car swerve and takes a fork The 
others shout ' Where arc you taking 
him’He has a BBC interview " 

'Oh chhado ji,' says the local leader 
contemptuously "BBC mein 0 0(X) 
I ou I ham ’ 

N ow Manmohan Singh is peeved, tir¬ 
ed and irritated But this has to be 
done Its part ol the game He speaks to 
the slum dwellers Now, he can ictum 
But there is another engagement A birth¬ 
day party of yet another woiker’s grand¬ 
son They shove a laddoo in Singh’s 
mouth He winces— he’s a diabetic and 
IS not allowed sweets A worker obser¬ 


ves laconically "Kuchch paane ke live 
ku( hi hit hima parta hai " 

But Singh has lost none of his dignity 
He’s running late The BBC interview is 
cancelled TThe car speeds back home 
He talks about power and the Indian sys¬ 
tem how It survives on patronage But 
Rajiv Gandhi tried to change it and took 
where it got him'’ He pauses and says it 
has got to be done "Our delivery sys¬ 
tems aie faulty,' he says "If power is 
decentralised and people know they are 
in control of their destiny, it will be 
easier to set it right" 

He got a chance dunng the Narasimha 
Rao government But Manmohan 
Singh IS candid Aftei the fall of the 
Babn Masjid and the Bombay riots, 
Naiasimha Rao was concerned only 
with the suivival ol his government So 
only those economic reforms could be 
pushed which were okayed by the Cahi 
net Parliamentary action had to be put 
off 

Singh confesses that he offered his 
resignation to Naiasimha Rao three 
times owning constiui live lesp insibili 
ly for tailuic once w hen he had to roll 
back subsidies on fertilisers once dur 
ing the SCI unties scam and then when 
the Joint Pailiamcntaiv f onmiittee sub¬ 
mitted its repoit Rut Rao did not accept 
hts resignation 

Singh says tfic BIP has made a majoi 
mistake in tying India s economic fortu 
nes to Its political ones The economy 
IS now hinged on triendlv relations with 
the United States If something were to 
go wrong ' he say s grimly 

Hisiarreacheshonie We reinadiffe 
rent woild altogethei Bearded /holavt al 
lah floal in and out Heie the argument 
IS how should public opinion be studied 
and changed University students arc 
chattering away His daughter Daman, 
eyes shining says some day she will 
write a biKik about ways of changing 
public opinion Why not set up a 
'Pnends of Manmohan’ stall in Gymkha 
na Club ’Why notindecd 'And one in the 
PVR cinema complex which is regular 
ly visited by university students ’ 

You can see Singh take a mental gulp 
as he letums to the threshold of this 
world. Its idealism, sophistication and 
finesse It is a world ol fine things and 
good people, it offers academic choices 
and political options 

And you can see. as real life reaches 
out to touch him, Singh is pausing to 
stop and think where he belon s • 


? 
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Manmohan vs Sonia 

Should the Congress come to power, who gets to he Prime Minister? 


T he all-party meeting had just 
ended Cinigrcss leaders were 
the first to leave the Prime 
Mimstei's residence at Race 
C'oursc Road Both Sonia Gan • 
dhi and Dr Manmohan Singh had attend¬ 
ed the briefing that followed after India 
shot down the Pakistani Allantique 
aircraft. 

Waiting outside was the media As 
Manmohan Singh stopped to speak in 
front of the rows of television cameras, 
someone spied Sonia Gandhi leaving in 
her car. Immediately the focus shifted. 

I At first Sonia demurred, saying that Dr 
Singh was already dmng the needful. It 
was pointed out to hei that it made little 
sense in taking a soundbite from a Work¬ 
ing Committee member, when the Con¬ 
gress president was also present. Finally 
I she agreed. But the SPG had a problem: 
>due to security reasons, Sonia could not 
walk to the cameras. The cameras 
should be brought near the car where she 
was standing. 


Then followed a mad scramble. Di 
Singh was iiidely interrupted mid- 
sentence as the camel as were yanked 
from under his nose. And theie was a 
stampede as the horde rushed towards 
Soma In the melee that followed, the 
Congress president could barely make 
herself tieard. In the end, neither Soma 
Gandhi noi Manmohan Singh got a 
soundbite across 

This sums up the dilemma of the Con¬ 
gress party. Dr Singh is accessible, but 
since he has noi yet been named as the 
party's prime ministerial candidate, he 
has httle acceptability. Sonia has the 
acceptability, but no one has access to 
her. 

If the decision was left to the average 
Congress worker, he would have no pro¬ 
blem. "Ofeourse it is Soniaji. We ate ask¬ 
ing for votes in her name The manifesto 
has hei picture. How can there be any 
doubt— she is our prime tninistcrial can¬ 
didate," said one such loyalist Even at 
the Congress leadership level (such as it 


is) there is a consensus around Sonia's 
name. The reason behind this is not so 
much out of love foi the Nehru-Gandhi 
ponvar as for the fact that factionalism 
within the party will not let anothci 
leader rise to the top 

Then, why isn't .Sonia declaring hei- 
sclf as the party's prime ministerial can¬ 
didate? Why is she so insistent that the 
decision would be taken by the Con¬ 
gress MPs elected to the Lok .Sabha? 

O ne reason toi this is of course the 
acceptability lactoi. that is accepta¬ 
bility among future coahtiivn partners, 
regardless of what they say on TV, most 
Congressmen admit that they vRjuld not 
be able to form a government oh their 
own. They will need alhes such qir-the 
Left, Laloo Yadav, Jayalalitha and even 
Miilayain .Singh. In such a situation, 
Manmohan Singh would be a more 
acceptable candidate. Moreover, Soma 
has made it clear that she will head a 
Congress-led government. And not one 
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$ONlA GANDHI 


TheGandhi-Nshrunwne She 
is Ihe unquestioned leader ot the 
Congress party. While Congr«Ksmen 
such as Anun Stnah, Shutain Hahi 
Azad and Pranab Muldffirjee vrili 
resent Manmohan Sirwh's 
Snposition as Prinie hMster. {he^ 
have no such prdblems with SofPa, 
More to the point SoMshaeawMe 

a»ceptat>tlity at the grls$<-roots \tfm. 

1 he Villagers see her as the Gimdht 
j wM i^e^anawdttvotetorherfdrthM 
p i! reason alone 


expeiienfie at tdl Moieoven 
urban middle ciaa&Mdieeesmrai 
Mgner', As do pcMMaKes 
such as the 


SnnaiwadI Patty. There is also the guesdon of atceas,* ^ Of 


pOTgresemenconoeda that It is impossible to meet Sohfe MIC Jaiiw. 
wtat will hapiat) once she becomes Prime Minister? 





cHasacteen 

awW from factional poStics ^ih 
the congress. Smghts also 


ushered in tiberiUisation<^t}tid,j^ 
Is ewhigh f or tMi urtUKi mMdie 
elm. which It tm^My 
iMN^gress. MMiiomr. sMime 
Congress form a COidMon 
govwnmerit Singh's name wW win 


Singh Yadav has sidd tlwt iw 
never support iCongreas 

MMie mA Mr 8^^ 
SamfhL Mnhe MtftMjMt w tar 


a 
tad 


jonef 
Manmohan Singh 


Mtniia: Has no mass t}aea-.>bom at the grassnroots isiMt and wtOiln the 
party IfhsdoesgettotoPMthwouidbebeGauseSimiailantmitiHi^raedh 
so In such a sltuaboh, hs wMdd have a tm^htime brining M hisown mih. 
Most see that armngement akm to that of B» Thackeray and whlolwAr stooge 
he appoints as cWeTmMister The remote cimtrt^ wW i^ays be wIM td 
Janpath Moiwrw.ShighisaisoconsidBredtM^ineekimdinhdMt^ 
politics of a coalition govtmmsM. 


which has components such as 
Mulayam Singh Yadav and (following 
the debacle at Vilipuram, \ee vfo/y) 
Jayalahtha In such a situation, it suits 
her to prop Manmohan Singh at Race 
Course Road and push the buttons on 
the remote from 10 Janpath 

There is also the fineignet issue 
While at the village level Soma is seen 
as the Gandhi hahu that is not the case 
with the urban middle class The BJP is 
already targetting this section by bung 
ing out a series of bad taste advertise 
ments in English dailies highlighting 
Soma Gandhi’s Italian origins — such 
as the one on Quit India day, asking all 
foreigners to leave India 

Most Congressmen shrug and point 
out that the urban middle class has never 
voted for the Congiess in the first place 
But propping up Manmohan Singh 
could be one veay of winning this vote 
bank As the finance minister who 
brought KFC and Reebok to India he 
has tremendous goodwill amongst this 
section of society Which is the reason 
why Di Singh has been asked to contest 
the I ok Sabha elections from South 
Delhi — a predominantly middle class 
constituency 

And It snot that Singh is without 
prune ministcriil ambitions He will of 
couisc never admit this lor he knots 
boss close he is to the top |ob and he 
doesii t want to make any mistakes So 
whenevei he i, asked the ciiicial ques 
non he smiles and says lamonly uan 
didale from South Delhi 1 haven’t 
thought beyond this But the tact that 
he has agreed to entei the heat and dust 
of a Lok Sabha election (at a tune when 
he still has a si/eable term left in the 
Rdjya Sabha) shows that Di Singh is not 
without political ambition By agreeing 
to face the people for the first lime m his 
life Dr Singh is taking his first howev er 
tentative and hesitant step towards 
Race Course Road 

So fai the Congress is maintaining 
the fallacy that itisthe newly elected Con 
gress MPs who will decide The reality 
IS that if the Congress gets even less than 
itspresenttally.onncreasesmarginally 
—in w hich case it will be the allies who 
will dictate teiins to the Congress the 
party’s prime niimstcnal candidate will 
be Manmohan Singh But, if it is in a 
position to dictate terms to its allies, then 
of course, the newly elected CPP will 
choose Soma as its leader 

TTiat’s how the Congress is playing 
the game • 

PHya 9akgal/Maw Dalhl 
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Purge the polity 

Vote for clean candidates cutting across party lines 


As the election 
dates are nearing, 
political parties 
have again b^ome 
busy wooing the 
Indian masses. 
Except for some 
realignment, a few 
party switch-overs 
and a couple of 
new issues like the ‘foreigner’ and Kar- 
gil, not much has changed in the politi¬ 
cal arena since the last election. 

Voters, this time, too, are disillusio¬ 
ned. Too many elections, too much poli¬ 
tical noise and a constant atmosphere of 
instability have already cost the nation 
heavily. Now, people want relief, a sta¬ 
ble and good government and nice 
people at the helm of affairs. 

Gradually, it’s observed, people are 
losing faith in the political system 
becau.se of the tainted politicians, who 
have not got any sympathy for the com¬ 
mon man and are instead only promot¬ 
ing their own interests. The situation is 
so grave that most people believe all poli¬ 
ticians arc bad and are just kwting the 
country, 

However, this is not Uue. There are a 
number of good politicians who are 
being overshadowed by the bad ones. In 
every Lok Sabha, 60 per cent of the MPs 
are nice, non-controversial and by and 
large clean, but because of the remain¬ 
ing 40 per cent all the MPs are earning a 
bad reputation. This needs to be correct¬ 
ed and this can only be achieved by the 
people. 

Also, the fault is on the part of the 
people. It is they who vote for criminals, 
illiterate persons, mafias, defectors and 
corrupt people because of considera¬ 
tions of caste, creed, religion, influence, 
money, etc. If people slop voting them, 
wc will be having mostly good people in 
our polity. 

While casting our vote without think¬ 
ing along party, caste or religious lines, 
we should elect the most deserving can- 
f didates who are educated, honest, effici¬ 
ent and committed to national values 
and society. It is most amazing that no 
political party has included population 


control in its agenda or manifesto while 
this is the must urgent step to be taken in 
the interest of the nation. 

There are not many good candidates, 
but still there are several of them cutting 
across party lines who must win. The list 
goes as—Manmohan Singh, Yashwant 
Sinha, P. Chidambaram, Jaipal Reddy, 
Karan Singh, Jagmohan and Sunil Dutt, 
among others. If we have hundred such 
people in our Lok Sabha, nothing will 
go wrong. If these people don’t get elec¬ 


ted, it means there is .something wrong 
with us and we do not want good people 
to be in Indian politics. 

This is also an important responsibili¬ 
ty of the voters that such candidates 
must be defeated who join politics to 
make money, live lavishly and take the 
political system for granted. They defect 
according to their own convenience and 
think that voters arc fools. People like 


Arun Nehru. Mayawati, Madhukar Sar- 
potdar and M.K. Subba, to name a few, 
must be taught a lesson. 

If people like Chandrababu Naidu 
lose in Assembly elections, then no 
chief minister would ever dare to be a 
performer. All chief ministers will be 
thinking that people do not vote for good 
performance. At the same time, voters 
should not provide a handip to Naidu to 
become a power centre in Delhi to con¬ 
trol the Union govemmeht — which 


means while voting for the Lok Sabha 
they should only vote for national parl¬ 
ies like the Congress or the BJP. 

As far as T.N. Seshan is concerned, it 
IS very difficult to say anything. The per¬ 
son who wanted to contest the presidenti¬ 
al election has come down to the Lok 
Sabha, that too against L.K. Advani who 
used to be his best friend during Narasim- 
haRao’stime, • 




There are several good candidates like Manmohan Singh, 
Yashwant Sinha, P. Chidambaram, Jaipal Reddy, Karan 
Singh and Jagmohan among others, who must win 
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Battle of the 


The election scene hots 
up in Karnataka. But 
the voters are not that 
enthused 


W ith two ‘star’ candida¬ 
tes contesting against 
each other from Karna¬ 
taka, the state has 
assumed greater signi¬ 
ficance as it prepares itself for a battle 
between the two heavyweights. 

The battle between Sonia Gandhi, 
Congress president and Sushma Swaraj, 
the BJP swadeshi mascot, may just be 
the beginning of an election that will pro¬ 
ve crucial to the entire country 

A.S Karnataka goes to the polls both 
parties have more at stake — with both 
As,sembly and parliamentary elections 
being held at the same time. For both it is 
a matter of two governments — one at 
the state and the other at the Centre. 
Hence the hysteria. 

However, both have had their set of 
problems. The Bharatiya .lanata Party 
after a me.ssy seat adjustment is still try¬ 
ing to reconcile to the fact that the breaka¬ 
way Janata Dal led by chief minister 
J.H. Patel is now an alliance partner and 
that the elections are being fought on a 
shared platform. 

"The party's state unit resents the deal 
completely, so much so that we find it 
extremely difficult to generate the same 
enthusiasm for election related work," 
complains a senior BJP leader m the 
state. Another fear that looms large over 
the BJP IS the fact that the Congress will 
gain the most out of this situation. 

While the BJP and Lok Shakti combi¬ 
ne had increased its vote percentage con¬ 
siderably in the IWS parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, political analysts feel that any 
kind of division of vote between the Jana¬ 
ta Dal (United) and the Janata Dai (Secu¬ 
lar) will favour the Congress party in 
this election. 

The reuniting of former friends 
Ramakrishna Hegde and J.H. Patel may 
have meant a few happy moments of 
togetherness (for old time’s sake), but 




this is definitely giving the BJP some 
sleepless nights. 

"Lugging the weight of a totally dis¬ 
credited government, which we had 
been ridiculing all along, can be a tough 
job." complains a BJP worker. "And 
unfortunately, to the central leadership 
only the parliamentary elections matter. 
The idea of fielding Sushma from Bella¬ 
ry reflects their great concern for tunn¬ 
ing the government at the Centre," he 
adds. 

These fears arc not unfounded. With 
Bellary as the choice of the Congress pre¬ 
sident, the state has become more import¬ 
ant than it otherwise would have been 
for both parties. 

The BJP claims that for it Bellary is a 
fight for swabhimaan (self-respect). As 
far as the Congress is concerned, it is a 


matter ai survival. 

T he Congress party has already cut off 
all ties with the Janata Dal (Secular), 
the faction led by former Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda. 

Despite Gowda’s repeated trips to 10 
Janpath, no pre-poll Chance has been 
worked out. "The Congress leadership is 
keeping its options open," says a party 
worker. "We cannot antagonise our wor¬ 
kers by having any pre-poll understand¬ 
ing with the JD(S) but in case we are 
.short of a few seats we can expect sup¬ 
port from the JD(S) in a post-poll scena¬ 
rio," he adds. 

The Congress may have worked out f 
its strategy well but its choice candida¬ 
tes and ticket distribution may be just 
the beginning of trouble for the party. 
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The fight between Sonia Gandhi, Congress 
president and Sushma Swaraj, the BJP swadeshi 
mascot, may be the beginning of an election that 
will prove crucial to the country 


' Many of the aspirants who have not 
managed tickets this time are already car¬ 
rying their grudge to their respective 
areas of influence. Besides, what has 
up.set a few of the workers is the party’s 
choice of candidates. 

"On the one hand we have been harp¬ 
ing on a drive against corruption and on 
the other, we end up giving tickets to can¬ 
didates with the most dubious of back¬ 
grounds." complains a senior stale Con- 
gress'leader. 

A communication gap between the 
state and the central leadership also 
poses a problem. With state Congress 
president S.M. Krishna as the sole repre¬ 
sentative — who is known to be ‘not so 
pushy’ — party workers lire not too 
happy with Ghulam Nabi Azad being 
put in charge of the state. 

"With people like C.K. Jaffer Sharief 
and Ghulam Nabi Azad the Congress 
party has no business to talk about 
leaders with clean records," adds an 


angry party worker. But the regular back¬ 
biting and politicking apart, so far at the 
Assembly level the BJP-JD(U) tie-up 
has been a shot in the arm for the 
Congress 

The Congress is optimistic of form- 

H.D. Oavs Gowda: trips unsuGcotsful 



BJP's vote 
share 


1991: Went up to 28 per cent 
yielding just four Lok Sabha seats 

1994: Dipped to 17 per cent 
bringing in 39 Assembly seats 

1996: Peaked to 26 per cent 
getting six Lok Sabha seats 

1998: The BJP-Lok Shakti 
combine secured 16 seats with [ 

38.2 per cent of the votes I 


ing the government in the state. "There 
IS no stopping the Congress," says R.V. 
Deshpande of the Congress. "We are 
going to win with a thumping majority 
because the people are fed up with the 
Janata Dal and the BJP," he adds 

However, one issue that is staring the 
party in the eye is whom to project as the 
chief ministerial candidate'^ Margaret 
Alva, Delhi’s candidate for chief nuni- 
stership, has already backed out of the 
fray by contesting for the Canara parlia¬ 
mentary constituency. But many in the 
party feel that this could just be an eye¬ 
wash to keep party workers in a better 
frame of mind. While the central leader¬ 
ship thrashes out the more contentious 
issues, this may figure later in its list of 
priorities. 

The irony of the situation, however, is 
that the voters who are being taken for 
granted are smarter than what these part¬ 
ies imagine them to be. For instance, a 
resident of Bellary says, "I will vote Con¬ 
gress for the Assembly elections and 
BJP for the Parliament irrespective of 
what the parties say. 1 feel that’s the best 
combination as far as we are concerned." 

Though the parties are busy with their 
meaningless rhetonc, the voters have 
already made up their minds. And the 
irony is that while all this is being done 
to catch the voters’ attention, they seem 
to have little patience or time for yet ano¬ 
ther election. • 

Am^/m Jomhl/Bm^lon 
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■ DEFENCE !■ 

MAJ. GEN, ASHOK K. MEHTA 



U p until 15 August this year, 
Siachen was the must high¬ 
ly decorated and comme¬ 
morated battleground of 
Indian military history. 
And on Siachen it was Bana post, the 
one most coveted by both sides, that 
received the largest number of gallantry 
awards: one PVC, one MVC, three VrCs 
and six Sena Medals shared by two bat¬ 
talions — 8 J&K LI and 3/4 Gurkha 
Rifles. 

Before 1987, this post called Qaid 
was in Pakistani possession till Subedar 
Bana Singh and his men captured it. 
After this debacle, Benazir Bhutto u.sed 
to taunt Gen Zia-ul-Haq about losing 
Siachen and suggested he wear a burk- 
ha. Now, after the loss of Kargil, the 
women in Pakistan are asking Nawaz 
Sharif to wear bangles. 

Because on 15 August, Siachen, 
although higher in meters, was supersed¬ 
ed in sheer numbers of gallantry awards 
by Kargil. The haul on the.se icy heights 
was the biggest ever. 

Kargil is now the most richly decorat¬ 
ed real estate in the world. Some of its 
key heights first captured in 1948 were 1 
recaptured twice in 1965 and both times 
returned to Pakistan after the Kutch and 
Tashkent Agreements In 1971, these 
were retaken. At least three MVCs, two 
VrCs and other smaller awards were 
won by Kargil. 

In 1999, Kargil has hit the jackpot. 
Never before have so many gallantry 
awards been conferred in such a confin¬ 
ed space, restricted to th.ree mountain 
ridges in Dras and Batalik: Tololing, 
Tiger Hill and Juber-Khalubar. Equally, 
never before has the intensity of combat 
been so fierce, terrain so difficult and the 
enemy so defiant. 

There are some outstanding features 
in the battles that have been recognised 
in the awards list. Many brave actions, 
however, have gone unsung and got buri¬ 
ed in the debris of fire. T^esc are the 
uncharmed heroes, the unheralded cas¬ 
ualties of war—the unknown jawan. 

Just about 16 of the army’s more than 
360 infantry battalions were employed 
in combat at Kargil. The history of suc¬ 
cesses in battle will he written around 
half-a-dozen key heights: Tololing, 
Tiger Hill, Point 5140 and Point 4875 in 
Dras and Khalubar-Jubcr in Batalik. 
Thdsc Bofors-battered mountainpeaks 
have been honoured for their impregna¬ 
bility and dogged determination with an 


unprecedented galaxy of gallantry awar¬ 
ds — four PVCs, nine MVCs, 61 VrCs 
and .scores of Sena Medals besides dis¬ 
tinguished bravery awards for senior 
officers. 

N early 60 per cent of the awards are 
posthumous, including the needless 
media overkill and needling of one 
regrettable posthumous error. Perhaps 
the most striking feature of the Kargil 
gallantry list is the exceptionally high 
percentage of winners below officer 
rank. For example, two of the four PVCs 
are 19-year-old jawans. This is not only 
unprecedented, it is also unqiue. Simi- 


/■Mwwin Kargil: tha moat 
atriklng faatura of tha Kargil 
gallantry Hat Is tha axcaptlonally 
high poreantago of winnors bolow 
officorrank 


larly, 39 VrCs are JCOs and other ranks. 

The battalions that have bagged the 
awards arc those who provided a foo¬ 
thold on the key ridges and later fought 
their way up, peak by peak, destroying 
the enemy. 2 Raj Rif, 18 Grenadiers. 13 ■ 
JaK Rif. 17 Jat and 1/11 GR lead the list ^ 
followed by other battalions including 
the Ladakh Scouts. Four MVCs and 
several VrCs for 2 Raj Rif and two 
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An award for 
gallantry is more than 
a headline in the 
newspapers 


PTI 



PVCs and many VrCs for 13 JaK Rif are 
feals of gutsy bravery unknown to a sin¬ 
gle battalion. Skill and audacity in battle 
are difficult to fathom and quantify, 

In addition to individual awards, 
there were immediate unit citations and 
peaks and sectors dedicated to units and 
individuals like renaming Point 4875 as 
OP Hill and Turtuk as Hanif sub-sector. 

Gallantry awards, unit citations and 
other outstanding achievements are the 
heart and soul of army units, The.se beco- 
^ me benchmarks in regimental history 
and the lifeline of their tradition. A PVC 
or VC (before Independence) becomes a 
rare breed, zealously protected and pre¬ 


served by the army and hopefully honou¬ 
red by stale and society. 

Six years ago, Capt. Umrao Singh 
VC, went for the VC reunion to London. 
After attending the public meeting at 
Hyde Park, he was trying to cross the 
road when he discovered he had caused 
a traffic jam. British defence secretary 
Michael Heseltine, recognising the VC 
bronze medal pinned on his chest. Jump¬ 
ed out of his car, saluted Umrao and 
said: VC first. Sir. 

Queen Victoria, it is .said, had knit 
half-a-dozen scarves, rated higher than 
the VC, which were meant for gallantry 
in war But the acts of gallantry were to 
be determined not by the government 
but by the officers and men of the unit in 
action. Will Sonia Gandhi or Usha 


Kangil is now the most 
richly decorated real 
estate in the world. Never 
before have so many 
gallantry awards been 
conferred in such a 
confined space. Equally^ 
never before has the 
intensify of combat been 
so fierce, terrain so 
difficult and the enemy so 
defiant 


Narayanan knit such scarves, asks a mili¬ 
tary historian? 

T he solemnity of the awards has been 
maned by some needlessly insensi¬ 
tive Journalism — Army kills another 
Hero Resurrects a Captain and so on. 
The army admitted making a mistake 
about giving Sepoy Yoginder Singh 
Yadav of 18 Grenadiers a posthumous 
PVC when he was recovering in the 


Base Hospital Delhi. A senior general 
even put m his papers for the faux pas. 

There was some haste but greater 
urgency in processing the gallantry list. 
The vetting of the list starts with the bat¬ 
talion and is filtered at at least six levels 
before being finali.sed by the Chief of 
Army Staff. It then goes to the Prime 
Minister via the defence minister for the 
seal and signature of the President. 

In 5 Platoon of Bravo Company of 18 
Grenadiers there are two Yoginder 
Singh Yadavs. Only one of them along 
with Ll. Balwan Singh of the same com 
pany (who won the MVC). climbed up 
the fixed rope from the northeast fact of 
Tiger Hill and stayed on toptosinglchan- 
dedly prove his valour de.spite being 
wounded. The other Yadav had been kil¬ 
led earlier The PVC went to the right 
anddeserv ing Yadav. The mix-up occur¬ 
red when a smart alec, burning the mid¬ 
night oil at Command Headquarters, 
mysteriously added the word ‘posthu¬ 
mous’ at the last minute. 

But there was absolutely no need for 
journalists to go scouring for the dead 
Yadav’s family at Hastinapur, pouring 
salt over fatal wounds. This is the first 
time that gallantry awards have been 
announced immediately after the war, 
when the established procedure to 
declassify the list is once a year on 
Republic Day. 

The highest gallantry award wmnei, 
always an endangered species, has two 
young inductees to swell its dwindling 
ranks to four. At the very least, they will 
both serve another 28 years, be pamper¬ 
ed and, as per army regulations, be left 
out of battle in future. That is the fate of 
jawans turned into icons. 

In 1961, the three-VC winner 2/5 GR 
(called the VC paluin), was selected for 
UN peacekeeping in Congo. The two liv¬ 
ing legends were debarred from the 
assignment till the unit secured a special 
government dispensation for them. It 
was marked: Handle with Care. • 


( Th9 author was a general officer commanding of the 
Indian Peace-Keeping rorce m southern 3n Lanka He ts 
the foundeomemhet ot the Defence Planning Staff of the 
Chiefs ot Staff Committee) 
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All parties in Tamil 
Nadu are playing 
the caste card 


T he 1996 and 1998 Lok Sabha 
elections have proved that the 
39 MPs from Tamil Nadu play 
a major role in deciding who 
will be sworn in as Prime Mini¬ 
ster of India. Till the mid-Eighties it wa.s 
conventional wisdom that the electoral 
future of India would be settled in the 
Aryavarta. But the cow belt-ceiitnc 
view of national politics no longer holds. 

In 1996, the DMK-TMC combine 
swept the polls winning all the seats in 
the state. The process was slightly rever¬ 
sed in 1998 when the ncw'ly formed BJP- 
AIADMK combine with smaller regio¬ 
nal outfits like the PMK and the MDMK 
could muster 30 seats. 

But in 1999, the .scenario has changed 
with the BJP and the DMK coming toge- 



Moopanar: banking on tho Dalits 

ther while the AlADMK has cosied up 
to the Congress, who.se candidates lost 
their deposits in the last election. And 
for the first time there is a formidable 
third front consisting of the TMC and 
thePT. 

Unlike previous Lok Sabha elections 
in Tamil Nadu, this one will be fought 
on caste lines and not on any issues. All 
the three fronts have unabashedly woo¬ 
ed and included caste organisations to 
get that extra edge. In 1996, the DMK- 



Casteing 


TMC won on an anti-incumbency factor 
which also brought down the Jayalalitha 
regime. But by 1998 the Coimbatore 
blast and the pro-Hindutva wave crush¬ 
ed Karunanidhi as the BJP-AIADMK 
front won 30 seats. 

The last elections saw the death of 
Dravidian ideology. Now Dravidian par¬ 
ties have no separate moonngs. Only sur¬ 
vival is important and for that they need 
to hang on to all-lndia parties. 

Karunanidhi in 1999 is trying to take 
a leaf out of Jayalalitha’s book by 
embracing the Hindutva line of the BJP 
and bring together small rabid ca.ste- 
ba.sed parties undei one umbrella while 
Jayalalitha is the empress of the back¬ 
ward class Thevars and Sonia is expect¬ 
ed to bnng the minority vote-bank along 


with her Not to be left behind, Moopa- 
nar has become the new messiah of the 
Dalits. 

For the first time, the three major eom 
munities of the state find themselves 
identified with the three fronts. The Van- 
niyars dominating north Tamil Nadu, 
whose political wing is the Paltali Mak- 
kal Katchi (PMK), arc with the DMK 
front. The Thevars identify themselves 
with the AlADMK front, Jayalalitha’s 
friend .Sosikala being a Thevar. 

The Dalits, who form the single- 
largest caste bloc, have been identified 
with the TMC-led front thanks to the pre- 
.sence of PT and three other Dalit outfits 
in it. Said a DMK leader, "Dravidian 
ideology and pan-Tamil sentiments do 
not sell any longer in Tamil Nadu after 


34 


SUNDAY 29 Amusb-4 Soptsmlwr tSM 















Jayalalitha is the empress of the backward class Thevars and 
Sonia is expected to bring the minority vote-bank 
along with her 



vote 


Hindutva made an fntr>' Now polilical 
parties including the C’PUM) are forced 
to field candidates of the dominant caste 
in each constituency." 

P olitical leaders themselves aic res¬ 
ponsible for this caste cauldron. 
Caste-based parties have been encourag¬ 
ed to enter the fray and raise their stakes 
because of their vote-banks. In the 1998 
elections, Jayalalitha knew that she 
would ride piggyback on the BJP's Hin¬ 
dutva line after the Coimbatore blasts 
and rise of Islamic fundamentalism in 
Tamil Nadu. 

But she was not sure of winning in 
Chennai and northern Tamil Nadu. So 
she gave five Lok Sabha seats to the 
PMK, the Vanniyar party, which won 


tom of ihcni. Now Karunanidhi has giv¬ 
en them nine seats and that too mosti) in 
north Tamil N.idu, once a DMK citadel. 

According i» Dalit F.zhilmalai, the 
former Union health minister and one of 
the founders of the PMK, "Dr 
Ramadoss. the PMK chief, denied me a 
ticket this time bccau.se J was not a Van¬ 
niyar The problem started when a Dalit 
like me was made a minister and not a 
Vanniyar who forms the vote-bank of 
the party " 

E/hilmalai has joined the AIADMK 
not only because of his admiration for 
Jayalalitha but also due to the possibility 
of getting some post m future in a party 
lacking tall Dalit leaders. 

Vazhappadi Ramamurlhy of the 
Tamizhaga Rajiv Congress iTRC) who 
had a bitter fallout with the PMK's Dr 
Ramadoss over seat allocation proudly 
says at election meetings that he has giv¬ 
en lakhs of gas connections in his Salem 
con.’itiiuency (all connections went to 
the Vanniyars). The idea is to project 
himself as a bigger N'anniyar leader than 
Dr Ramadoss. 


Karunanidhi is 
embracing the 
Hindutva line of the BJP 
to bring together 
small rabid caste-based 
parties under one 
umbrella 


In Jayalalitha's AIADMK, it is the 
Thevars who dominate the party as 
Sasikala pulls the strings from Poes Gar¬ 
den Di Krishnaswamy of the PT had 
earlier tried to work out a coalition bet¬ 
ween the AIADMK-Congre.ss-PT and 
the TMC, but it was shot down by 
Sasikala. 

Karunanidhi, now holding hands 
with his former critic Dr Ramadoss is 
said to be very happy with the caste arith¬ 
metic he has worked out. Recently Karu¬ 
nanidhi kissed and made up with the Bra- 
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hmins who have their pockets of influen¬ 
ce in Chennai and smaller towns. 

Earlier the DMK was known to be a 
party of Brahmin-baiters and it was said 
that they would vote only for Jayalaii- 
tha. a Brahmin Today, BJP, the Brahmi- 
mcal party, has come into the DMK fold 
and the DMK also feels that as a section 
of the Thevars admire Vajpayee especia¬ 
lly after the Kargil war, it can neutralise 
Jayalalitha's support in that community. 

S uddenly Moopanar and his TMC- 
led Progressive People's Front are 
not only confusing pollsters but al.so 
creating tension in the other two fronts. 
After a messy .seat-allocation drama 
with PT, they brought in other fringe 


Dalit parties into the fold. 

In 1998, PT contested in 11 consti¬ 
tuencies and polled over 4.50 lakh votes. 
Though it failed to win even one seat it 
could cross the one lakh figure in two 
constituencies and acted as spoilers for 
the DMK-TMC combine. So the theory 
is if PT can swing Dalit votes in its 
favour in certain pockets, for other smal¬ 
ler caste outfits the same would apply. 

Take the case of Dalit Panthers, 
which derives its support from the Para- 
yars in the northern districts. The TMC 
finds them useful in this traditional Van- 
niyar belt. So the TMC which had no 
clear identity and looked confined to a 
poor third spot has now brought about a 
con.solidation of the Dalit votes. 


Surprisingly Moopanar i.s getting a 
spontaneous response in Dalit areas. He 
makes it clear at every meeting that Dalit 
consolidation is taking place as a natural 
phenomenon in this election as they feel 
that they had been sidelined in the la.st 
three decades. 

This sort of caste-based electioneer¬ 
ing has created tension. Moopanar’s con¬ 
voy was attacked allegedly by goons of 
some Thevar outfit at Usilampatti. In 
south Tamil Nadu, a violent caste war 
has been going on between the TTievars 
and the Dalits for the last few years. 
Leaders of the Tamil Nadu Mukkalathor 
Peravai, a Thevar outfit, were arrested 
for stoning Moopanar’s convoy and for 
threatening a roadblock if he garlanded 
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Jayalalitha lost interest 
in going to Villupuram 
because she came to 
know that Rahul 
Gandhi was 
accompanying his 
mother and it would be 
impossible for her to 
share the spotlight with 
a novice like him 


the Pasumpon Muthuramalingar Thevar 
statue near Usilampatti 

Moopanar and Knshnaswamy feel 
that they can cause upsets in at least 
three Lok Sabha seats in southern Tamil 
Nadu tarlier there was no organisauon 
of the Dalits who form nearly 20 per cent 
of the electorate m the state Now, with 
the emeigence of organisations such as 
the PT and Dahl Panthers the entire com¬ 
plexion of the Dalit vote-bank has 
changed 

The BJP, too, has been unable to res¬ 
ist the caste fling It has roped in small 
Thevar outfits for campaigning Some 
of the soldiers who died in Kaigil are 
said to be Thevars So leaders like Shan- 
mugha Pandian, responsible for a spate 
of caste clashes, arc campaigning for the 
BJP-ied front • 
trm mdh ar MUml/Chmnn^ 
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Sparring 

partners 


BJP's Uma Bharati has to fight her own 
party, along with the Congress, to emerge as a 
winner from Bhopal 


urnmg then own leaders 
effigies has become a 
Idsounte past time foi Bha 
ratiya Janata Parly (BJP) j 
workers in Madhya 
Pradesh So when the BJP announced 
that It had nominated Uma Bharati as its 
candidate from Bhopal in the coming 
elections, a section of disgruntled p.uty j 
workers protested They gave vent to I 
their discontent by setting (ire to hci effi¬ 
gy in the heart of the state capital 

While all this was going on in Bhopal, 
Uma was in Delhi Undeterred by ^ 
this show of defiance, she left for Bho 
pal because contesting and winning the 
seat (rom the state capital also meant con- 
quenng the BJP in Madhya Pradesh It 
has one more outcome finishing off the 
Kushabhau Thakre group in the state So 
when Uma Bharati finally set her foot in 
Bhopal, her supporters ensured she got a 
huge welcome, possibly to compensate 
for the effigy burning incident 
The BJP in Madhya Pradesh has had 
its share of cffigy-buming In the past 
the BJP lank and file had burnt the effig 
le* of Sunder Singh Bhandari when, a 
few years back he replaced Kushabhau 
Thakre as the general secretary in 
charge of state politics Then, during 
organisational elections, it was the turn 
of burning Thakre’s effigies This happe¬ 
ned when a section of the party accused 
him of being partial (At that time, he 
had again become the general secretary 
in charge of MP politics Later, Thakre 
went on to become the BJP president) 
Thakre, known for his antipathy 
towards Uma Bharati, had tried every 
trick m the bag to ensure that she was not 
nominated from Bhopal He wanted her 


to go to her old constituency of Khajura- 
ho But Uma Bharati did not want to go 
back to Khajuraho apparently because 
of poor health She said she was suffer¬ 
ing fiom spondylitis and the bumpy 
roads of Khajuraho would make her life 
even more miserable 

B ut Thakre rcmaired adamant When 
the BJP announced that Uma Bhara 
ti would contest fiom Khajuraho, she 
decided to opt out of the race But Uma’s 
sights were already set on Bhopal Sour 
CCS in the BJP say that the party piesi 
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Q: But y<w said you were not 
interested in Klu^uraho~. 

A: (internipts)There were three 
problems in Khajuraho. You see, I 
formed the party m Khajuraho: H is a 
constituency of 3,300 vUIagcs and 
they talk to me directly. They don’t 
talk to the pam h, the sarpmch or the 
MLAs. There’s nobody in between 
iui...because the MLAs are also my 
creation. 

Then what happened, you know. 1 
feel guilty when I'm not able to 
' devote time. 1 have neurological 
problem and you know those who 
have problems like cervical 
spondylitis also become emotional. 
So, I have physical problem, 
emotional problem and then Tm not 
able to devote time. 

Q: But it to bdleved that the wlmle 


^TT a mT'. Til ■.? i ^ i-i!.! j 


annsagaiBitfyou*» 

A: {'mtermpts again} Bilhil 


jhoot.Atna Jhootamr bhayaneA 
propaganda hm hM ldiaiya...rneiH 
aap logon he hadtjadti ham (It is a 
lie and a dangerous propaganda; I 
beg of you). You go there and see for 
yourself 

O: Whoisdf^it? 

A: Digvijay Singh. Because if Im is 
sewed of someone in Madhya 
Pradesh, it’s me. He is spending a lot 
on this propaganda. Tim rumour miU 
is working overtime in Bhqi^. 
Digviiay tried evetyd^ against 
me...an OBC, Bt^min, Tlfflfcat...He 
kept on tdephoning me, asking me 
whediet I’m contesdim and whmi he 
finally cme to know fm not, he 
announced his candidate. 

Q; 11» Cong^ to scared ifoiM you 


ii iitTni < i"A7orw':iuf; i Trr»n I 


At Rubbish. You will see, Muslims 
will vote me, fm confident I trust 
fiiat they will go for me. • 


Uma Bharatl: a lot at Btak* 

dent knew about this. 

Thakre then floated the name oi Kai- 
lash Joshi as a candidate from Bhopal. 
Joshi was a former chief mini.stcr He 
also belonged to the camp which was 
opposed to Thakre Moreover, he was 
close to Uma Bharati 

On numerous earlier occasions, Uma 
Bharatl had said that after Advani, Joshi 
was the man she respected most in the 
party This time, though Joshi’s name 
was not announced formally, supporters 
of Thakre leaked out the news to the pre¬ 
ss Kailash Joshi, who lost tor the first 
Ume in the Vidhan Sabha election last 
year, was convinced that he would be 
the BJP’s chosen man horn Bhopal. But 
things turned out dilfeicntly Lima Bha¬ 
ratl succeeded in getting the ticket from 
Bhopal and Thakie was humbled in his 
home turf 

However, according to BJP sources, 
there was more thai, what met the eyei. 



Digvilay tlngh: will Iw gain? 

As Thaki e knew that the Sadh vi was gun¬ 
ning tor the Bhopal seal, he deliberately 
wanted Joshi to be his candidate from 
the city Thakie wanted to create a nft 
between Joshi and Bhaiati, sources poin¬ 
ted out 

"Though Uma Bhaiati succeeded m 
outsmarting Thakre once agian, the lat- 
tei has been successful in creating the 
nft," party sources pointed out The 
other group in the BJP — composing 
Kailash Joshi, Laxmi Nwayan Pandey, 
Narayan Piashad Gupta, Pyarelal Khan- 
delwal, l.aximanarayan Sharma. Babu- 
lal Gaur and others — has always been 
unhappy with Thakie They felt that the 
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BJP president had a soft comer for Sun- 
derlai Patwa, who is now the party’s 
national vice-president. Patwa. this 
time, is contesting from the neighbour¬ 
ing Hoshangabad constituency. 

During BJP’s organisational polls in 
Madhya Pradesh in 1997, Thakre was 
interested in making Patwa the state unit 
president. And this had irked Uma Bha- 
rati. "She did not allow Patwa to become 


contest the ejections at alJ. Things came 
to such a pa.ss that L.K. Advani and 
Prime Minister Vajpayee had to interve¬ 
ne to sort the matter out. Vajpayee him¬ 
self reportedly telephoned Kailash 
Joshi, persuading him to withdraw. 

“1 feel hurt and humiliated." says Kai¬ 
lash Joshi. "But I will continue to work 
for the party. I never asked for the ticket; 
they asked me to contest," Joshi clan- 


/ f 




r , . i * 

"i X'- V 








Kushabhau Thakre tried to ensure that Uma Bharati 
was not nominated from Bhopal. He wanted her 
to go to her old constituency of Khajuraho. But Uma 
Bharati did not want to go back to Khajuraho 


the state party president though he was 
backed by Thakre," says a senior BJP 
leader. Nand Kumar Sai was made a 
compromise candidate and he was a pup¬ 
pet in the hands of Patwa and Co. 

After being installed as the state presi¬ 
dent. Sai decided to drop some senior 
leaders from the party executive. Uma 
Bharati revolted. And the revolt was 
directed at Thakre because he was still 
the man in-charge of Madhya Pradesh 
BJP. Uma Bharati, along with Kailash 
Joshi and three more senior party 
leaders, resigned from the executive. 

T he old bickering between Thakre 
and Uma Bharati continues. This 
time Uma was adamant that she would 
either contest from Bhopal or would not 


fied. Joshi is considered a sincere and 
saintly leader in Madhya Pradesh BJP. 

Immediately after the announcement 
of Uma Bharati’s candidature, some 
BJP workers jumped into four jeeps and 
went straight to Deendayal Parisar, the 
party office, and started shouting slo¬ 
gans against her. Despite the rain in the 
afternoon, they took an effigy out of one 
of the cars and doused it with kerosene, 
before setting it ablaze. "Uma Bharati 
hai', hai," they shouted. 

Some of these workers were appre¬ 
hended by the stafl' manning the office. 
State BJP leaders later alleged that these 
workers owed their allegiance to Arif 
Aqueel, a Congress MLA from Bhopal, 
and Suresh Pachauri, the Congress can¬ 
didate from the Bhopal parliamentry 


seat. The next day, however, another 
effigy of Bharati was set ablaze. 

To counter this, Bharati’s supporters 
took out a procession. Party sources also 
alleged that some of those who burnt 
Bharati’s effigy belonged to the RPI 
(Republican Party of India). But those 
who carried out the job claimed that they 
were BJP workers. The party, however, 
continues to disown them. 

Supporters of Bharati say that the mis¬ 
creants belonged to the Patwa camp. 
"Supporters of Kailash Joshi just cannot 
do such things," they alleged. Accord¬ 
ing to Uma Bharati, she would ask Joshi- 
ji about the incident and without his 
aashirwad she would not contest. "I can 
leave the Indraasan (the throne of Lord 
Indra) for Joshiji," says Bharati. She 
reportedly went to his house and found 
him "ill". "By deciding to contest from 
Bhopal, Uma Bharati has in fact decided 
to t^e on the Patwa camp head on," says 
a senior BJP leader. 

Perhaps, it is going to be a contest bet¬ 
ween two generations—Uma Bharati is 
around 39 while Patwa is in his early 
70s. "You will see the dawn of a new 
BJP in Madhya Pradesh" says a party 
functionary. "The fight is within. She 
has to first fight the BJP itself." 

Her opponents, on the other hand, say 
that Uma Bharati still wants to become 
the chief minister and for that her presen¬ 
ce in Bhopal is a must. "If she thinks she 
can lake on Patwa in Bhopal, she is defi - 
nitely underestimating his strength," 
says Patwa’s supporters. 

The Sadhvi, on the other hand, 
refuses all this "rubbish". "I was happy 
in Khajuraho. The people there love me 
a lot. It IS a constituency of 3,300 villa¬ 
ges and they talk to me directly," Uma 
Bharti pointed out. She first contested 
from Khajuraho in 1984 when it was a 
stronghold of socialists. She built the 
party in Khajuraho and went on winning 
all the elections from the region. 

"She now wants to build her party in 
Bhopal," sums up a senior BJP leader. 
Uma says she wants to develop Bhopal 
like a real .state capital. "It is marvellous 
in its natural beauty. But beneath the 
veneer there is nothing." 

So for Uma Bharati, it is either victory 
or defeat. The quirk is: in this electoral 
battle it is not only the Congress which 
she is taking on, but also a section of her 
own party. Whichever way it goes, with 
the Saffron Sadvi around, the elections 
in Bhopal can never be devoid of 
colours. • 
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American plan 

The US comes down heavily on India's draft nuclear doctrine 



Washington has lost no time in coming 
down heavily on this country's draft 
nuclear doctrine, prepared for discussion 
and debate by the National Security Adviso¬ 
ry Board (NSAB) and yet to be adopted by 
the government and Parliament. The blast 
from the US was not aca.se of knee-jerk reac¬ 
tion but evidently a well-orchestrated one. 
as the White rfouse, the state department, and the Pentagon 
have all gone on the attack. What this does to the nuclear dialo¬ 
gue between India and the US. paintakmgly conducted by 
Jaswant Singh and US deputy secretary of stale Strobe Tal¬ 
bott, is a serious matter but will be drscussed presently. First, I 
must ask what the American enunciation of the perfectly sens¬ 
ible Indian document on nuclear doctrine doe.s to the euphoric 
talk in New Delhi’s corridors of power about a "paradigm 
change", a "historic turning point" and a "watershed" in Indo- 
American relations. 

V RAJAQQPAL 



TIm most productive and encouraging outcome 
of the iaswant-Taibott parieys had been 
America’s willingness to live with this counby’s 
credible minimum nuclear deterrent. Is the US 
going back on this understanding? 

Had only a few rude remarks been made by the spokesman 
of the state department, James Rubin, one could have thought 
that the US was merely repeating its declaratory policy on non¬ 
proliferation, and that the good work done during the Jaswant- 
Talbott talks could be preserved behind the smokescreen of 
overblown rhetoric. But that is far from being the case, with 
US President Bill Clinton shooting off letters to Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and Nawaz Sharif, and the harsh words against the 
draft nuclear doctrine being followed by threats of tightening 
of sanctions that were supposed to be in the process of being 


relaxed. 

There can be no other meaning of the talk in the US coital 
that international financial in.stitutions will once again be 
"discouraged" from making loans and grants to India. More 
important is the demand that during the UN General Assem¬ 
bly’s session (at a time when India would be in the throes of 
elections), Jaswant Singh should explain things to Talbott or 
even his boss, Madeleine Albright. Bilateral di.scussions bet¬ 
ween this country and the U S are of course a must. But the invi¬ 
tation to them could have come in a pleasanter wa y. 

It is no secret that the most productive and encouraging out¬ 
come of the Jaswant-Talbott parleys has been America’s wil¬ 
lingness to live with this country’s credible minimum nuclear 
deterrent. This was conditional, of course, on India becoming 
a "responsible" member of the US-led international non¬ 
proliferation order. Both sides were confident, however, that 
Indian concerns over its nuclear security and American con¬ 
cerns about proliferation could be married to each other, and 
the world’s mightiest and largest democracies could find a 
nuclear meeting ground. 

Is the US going back on this understanding? For, it has now 
renewed the absurd hyperbole that, far from increasing Indi¬ 
a’s security, nuclear weapons will erode it and therefore India 
(and Pakistan) should give up these weapons. The draft doctri¬ 
ne, according to Washington, will "heighten tensions". 

Never mind the incongruity and hypocrisy that a country 
which insists that its nuclear weapons are absolutely essential 
for its security, a country, moreover, which refuses to accept 
the principle of No First Use and considers it legitimate to use 
nuclear weapons even against non-nuclear countries in 
certain circumstances, should be telling us that nuclear wea¬ 
pons are bad for us. The pertinent point is whether Delhi- 
Washington relations are back to where they were on the mor¬ 
row of Pokhran-II. 

The timing of the current eruption in Indo-US relations 
over the sensitive nuclear issue is awkward and inconvenient 
for several reasons First, Pakistan is bound to think it has got 
a godsend to wipe out the humiliation of Kargil. It will do all it 
can to fuel American apprehensions of a possible nuclear 
exchange over Kashmir. This, in its calculation, will end 
Pakistan’s isolation, perhaps drive a wedge between India and 
the US, and put Kashmir once again on the international 
agenda. 

This challenge India could have met more easily but for the 
second implication of the current timing of the row. With the 
election-driven political discord in the country at its crescen¬ 
do, the draft nuclear doctrine has been sharply anacked within 
the country too. Not for anything it says (though the American 
fear of an arms race has been repeated by the Congress) but 
because of the suspicion that the BJP wants to reap a bumper 
harvest of votes with the nuclear scythe. Foreigners out to pre¬ 
ssurise India thus have a edge. And this is regrettably a crea¬ 
tion of the BJP. Since 11 May, 1998, little has been done to 
build national consensus on the nuclear issue. • 
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Political 

heavyweights Farooq 
Abdullah and Mufti 
Mohammad Syed 
prepare for a battle 
royal in Kashmir 




prmer Union home minister 
Mufti Mohammad Syed has 
been a mnemonic, something 
of a thorn in the flesh, as far as 
Jammu and Kashmir chief 


minister Farooq Abdullah’s family is 
concerned. Even in his heydays, the late 
Shaikh Mohammad Abdullah who ruled 


the hearts of Kashmiri people for as 
long as he was in charge of the state's 
administration (they called him Shcr- 
e-Kashmir, as a mark of respect), never 
felt comfortable with Mufti’s presence 
somewhere on the state’s political 


spectrum. 

For the Abdullahs and their family 
outfit National Conference. Mufti has 


proved to be a ‘master manipulator’ 
whose beguiling skills felled them thri¬ 
ce. In 1977, the Congress withdrew sup¬ 
port from Shaikh Mohammad Abdulla¬ 
h’s minority government. In 1984, it 
split the National Conference only to dis¬ 
lodge Farooq Abdullah from power. In 
1990, Jagmohan was sent as governor to 
the state which led to Farotx] Abdullah’s 
resignation from the government The 
Abdullah family believes that behind all 
these setbacks and reverses that they 
have suffered, one man has been 
instrumental; Mufti Mohammad Syed. 

And just when it looked as if the era of 
manipulative politics in Jammu and 
Kashmir was over, or so the Abdullah 
family and the National Conference 
believed, out came Mufti again, more 
tfireatening and more vociferous than 
ever. Not as a behind-the-scenes or a dis¬ 
tant player this time, but as a performer, 
leading from the front. Ever since Mufti 
walked out of the Congress last month 
and formed his own outfit. People’s 
Democratic Parly (PDP). he has emerg¬ 
ed as a major challenger to the political 
authority of Farooq Abdullah’s Nation¬ 
al Conference. He is leaving no .stones 
unturned, exploring every possibility, to 
project the PDP as a ’genuine’ alterna¬ 
tive to the National Conference, which 
is at the lowest ebb of its popularity 
these days. 
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For chief minister Farooq Abdullah and the National 
Conference, the party he heads, Mufti Mohammad 
Syed has proved to be a ^master manipulator' whose 
beguiling skills felled them thrice 
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!n this battle for supremacy Mufti is 
audaciously striving to capitalise on the 
‘follies’ and 'failures' of Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah's government, besides exploiting 
the regional sentiment by raising the 
bogey of ‘dialogue with militants’. 
Mufti has been advocating initiation of 
an unconditional dialogue with the sepa¬ 
ratist forces, including militants, in the 
Valley. The way toa resolution of the cri¬ 
sis in Jammu and Kashmir, raging for 
over a decade now, could be arrived at 
through negotiation, believes Multi 

The regional sentiment has always 
played a decisive role m determining 
power and politics m Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. This sentiment had all along been 
homologous with the National Confe¬ 
rence. And by that virtue, common folk 
in Kashmir have always consiiiered the 
party asrepicsentative of Kashmir’s sub- 
nationalism But that IS now a story of 
the past. The NC have lost credibility in 
the eyes of the people because of the 
occasional compromises and the 
opportunistic tiadc-oft it is alleged to 
have been involved in. Uniil they come 
clean about their position vis-a-vis the 
charges, the PDP could well be consider¬ 
ed as a viable alternative, a party the 
local people can identily with 

The vulnerability of the NC became 
apparent for the first lime in 19X7, dur¬ 
ing the state A.sscmbly elections. 
Muslim United Front (MUF), a multi¬ 
party alliance of regional political 
groups, grew in influence and was being 
looked upon as a sensible choice by the 
common Ka,shmiri. The NC, then, was 
alleged to have resorted to mass rigging 
to keep Its political hegemony and 
power intact. Many political observers 
believe that the secessionist movement 
which is now on, owes its roots to those 
rigged elections. The MUF constituent 
now operates under a new banner. All 
Party Hurriyat Conference, largely res¬ 
ponsible for spearheading separatist 
movement in the Valley. 


T his time round, an emboldened Mufti 
has fielded his daughter Mahbooba 
against the Abdullah family scion, 
Omar, in the run-for-Parl lament in Srina- 


Mufti 

Mohammad 
Syedistiyingto 
project the 
People’s 
Democratic 
Party asa 
^genuine’ 
altemativetothe 
National 
Conference, 
which is at the 
lowest ebb of its 
popularity these 
days 


gar constituency. The contest now has 
shades of a battle for upholding family 
prestige. The mo.st-watched constituen¬ 
cy in the Valley this elections look/all set 
to assume the proportions of a clan war 
in which the titans—the Abdullahs and 
the Muftis—must clash. 

Mahbooba is perceived to be the per¬ 
son responsible for giving the PDP its 
regional colour. She may not be a vete¬ 
ran in politics, yet she had a jet- 
propelled start. She came to politics ju.st 
three years ago when .she contested 
Assembly election in 1996 from Bijbe- 
hara and emerged victorious against the 
National Conference nominee. No mean 
achievement for a political novice. She 
has followed it up with questioning 
government policies in the Assembly, 
and trenchantly criticising chief mini¬ 
ster Farooq Abdullah for all the promi¬ 
ses he failed to keep or has been too slow 
in implementing. And in a state where 




mainstream politicians usually refrain 
from commenting on human rights 
issues, Mahbooba has come down heavi¬ 
ly on matters of custodial deaths, 
indiscriminate arre,sts and killings. 
Mufti Mohammad Syed’s victory In 
last year’s Lok Sabha polls is being large¬ 
ly considered as a gift of his daughter’s 
new-found gab. 

The one major drawback that the PDP 
has, and Omar Abdullah will obviously 
try to ca.sh in on, is this. The Valley wit¬ 
nessed the worst kind of torture, suffer¬ 
ing and agony when Mufti was home 
minister during 1989-90. There had 
been a series of incidents — mass kil¬ 
lings, indiscriminate arrests, ferocious 
crackdowns, torture, blaze and arson — 
in the capital city of Srinagar in 1990. 
Mufti’s detractors say that the oppres¬ 
sion on the city’s people was perpetuat¬ 
ed by Mufti himself. They allege that 
this was his way of avenging the abduc- 
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tion of his daughter Rubia Syed by a 
group of JKLF militants in December 
1989. But since public memory is short¬ 
lived, one will have to wait till the poll 
results arc declared to see if this prescrip¬ 
tion will work. 

For all their differences, there is a 
striking similarity between the Muftis 
and the Abdul lahs, as indeed there are 
between the parties that they head. 
Going by their poll speeches and party 
releases, both the PDF and the NC have 
a common strategy — soft on militants 
and hard on the Centre. But then, this 
seems to be the main poll plank of 
almost all contesting parties and candi¬ 
dates in the Valley. The National Confe¬ 
rence is sharp-tongued, periodically hau¬ 
ling up the Centre for what it alleges to 
be ‘flippant treatment of the state’. In the 
People’s Democratic Party, the buzz 
word is ‘dialogue with militants’. The 
.sentiment that rules is clearly that of 
‘Kashmir versus India’. 

T he NC’s love-hate relationship with 
the Centre follows an all- 
too-familiar pattern these days. The 
more loyal and soft the party’s stance is 
during non-election time, the more dour 
visage It wears during the elections. In 
fact, the anti-Centre jingle has remained 
a mainstay of National Conference's 
strength in the elections. ‘Internal auto¬ 
nomy’ and 'fight for Kashmiris’ honour 
and respect’, both coined by the late 
Shaikh Mohammad Abdullah, still 
remain the party’s oft-quoted slogans. 
But the party’s image has taken a beat¬ 
ing and the slogans do not ring as true as 
they used to. 

The tactics was repeated when on 11 
August, FaiXKKi Abdullah, NC patriarch 
and chief minister, during a press confer¬ 
ence in his office chambers in civil secre¬ 
tariate, bawled at the Centre for being 
apathetic' towards Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir. "Woh chahte ham ki hum hamesha 
hikhari rahein (They want us to remain' 
beggars for ever)," he said in high 
dudgeon, complaining that the Centre 
did not provide required financial assist¬ 
ance to the state. "But remember, if they 
don’t help, 1 will go to Arab countries 
and ask them for help," he added. "Yeh 
hum hum ki zahar ka piyal pe ruhe hain. 
Allah jaane, hum bolein ge to xailaah 
aayega" Abdullah grumbled, his face 
raging with emotions. The message 
seems to have caught on with the cadres 
and the refrain is heard everywhere now. 

The National Conference has also 


done away with its belligerence towards 
the separatist All Party Hurriyat Confer¬ 
ence (APHC). The Hurriyat amalgam, 
which has called for the boycott of elec¬ 
tions, is, unlike last year, campaigning 
without any interruption. During last 
year’s Parliamentary elections, the 
Farooq Abdullah government came 
down heavily on the APHC leaders and 



Syed has fielded hIs 
daughter Mahbooba 
against the Abdullah 
family scion, Omar, in the 
Srinagar constituent. 
The contest now iooks 
like a battie for upholding 
family prestige 


prevented them from campaigning 
against elections. This enraged a large 
chunk of Hurriyat supporters who voted 
in favour of Opposition candidates. The 
NC circles believe that Mufti Moham¬ 
mad Syed could not have won the Anant- 
nag seat but for the Hurriyat’s covert 
support. 

Mufti’s anti-Centre tirades and woo¬ 
ing of the militants is well-known. Now 
former Union minister Saifuddin Soz 
and CPI(M) leader Mohammad Yousuf 
Tarigami have also jumped onto the pol¬ 
l-time Centre-bashing bandwagon. 
Both also endorse the idea of opening a 
dialogue with the militants, eager as 
they are to win over the separatist vote 
bank. Soz is contesting as an Indepen¬ 
dent candidate from Baramullah seat 
while Tarigami is facing Mufti in Anant- 
nag. However, the Soz-Tarigami duo 
are bitterly oppo.sed to Mufti and the 
PDP. They label Mufti’s slogan of dialo¬ 
gue as ‘emotional blackmailing’ "Why 
didn’t Mufti talk to militants when he 
was home minister in 1989-90‘>" they 
ask. 

The All Party Humyat Conference 
which is spearheading a secessionist 
movement, is opposed to the very basic 
idea of polls in the Valley. The Hurri- 
yat’s stand is that elections are no 
answer to the people’s right of self- 
determination The multi-party conglo¬ 
merate has launched a massive cam¬ 
paign across the length and breadth of 
the Valley again.st elections, calling 
people to abstain from exercising their 
franchise. Understandably, Hurriyat’s 
campaign is based on anti-India senti¬ 
ment. Hurriyat leaders are attracting 
crowds in greater numbers than pro¬ 
election leaders, so there is a chance that 
majority of the voters in the Valley 
might stay away from casting their votes. 

The increase in militant activities is 
also adding up to the idea of a boycott. 
Al Badre Mujahideen, which came to be 
reckoned as a formidable militant group 
during the Kargil conflict, has declared 
elections as an ‘anti-movement' enter¬ 
prise. Those who would associate them¬ 
selves with the process, they warn, will 
have to pay for it with death. Hurriyat, 
too, has called the pro-election parties 
and leaders as ‘traitors’. Intere,stingly, 
none of the pro-election parties and per¬ 
sons has challenged Hurriyat openly. 
"They [contesting candidates] have an 
eye on Hurriyat’s supporters." says a 
senior political analyst. "They cannot 
afford to annoy them." • 

IhtahU Ahmad/Brinagm 
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The singer, not the song 

Praise is laid on thick for poet Vajpayee, but he says: main 

nahin makhan khao 


F irst it was Geel nahin gaata hun. 
This was followed by Na mam 
chap hun. na gaata hun. Then 
came Geet naya gaata hun. 

Sounds a bit confusing, but this in a 
nutshell is Atal Behan Vajpayee, the 
poet. 

And la.st week, the Prime Minister 
took time off from his hectic campaign 
tours to sit through a musical evening at 
Delhi's Siri Fort auditorium. In fact, he 
spent over an hour listening to Jagjit 
Singh, Alka Yagnik and Shankar 
Mahadevan. And from all accounts, he 
seemed to be having a wonderful time. 

But if he had been bored, he would 
have had only himself to blame. For the 
songs that echoed through the hall were 
musical renditions of poems written by 
Vajpayee himself. Later, the Prime Mini¬ 
ster released Nayi Disha. an album 
brought out by the R.P. Goenka group. 

But first he had to hear eulogistic spee¬ 
ches about Mananeev Kavi Ataljt (res¬ 
pected poet, Atalji) from the sponsors, 
in fact, Rama Prasad Goenka even mana¬ 
ged the literary feat of comparing Vaj¬ 
payee’s works to Omar Khayyam Ano¬ 
ther sponsor announced that he now wan¬ 
ted to make a film on ‘Atalji’. While 
Shalrughan Sinha (who was sitting in 
the audience) beamed, the Prime Mini¬ 
ster winced visibly. 

There was more to come. Two gigan¬ 
tic screens on both sides of the stage 
came alive, and after a brief ad-break dur¬ 
ing which the RPG group promoted one 
of its cassettes of patriotic songs, the 
screen lit up with a video version of one 
of Vajpayee’s poems — Rote rote root 
so gayee. The first shot showed Vaj¬ 
payee reading his book of poems; this 
dissolved into a sad-looking Ayesha 
Jhulka twirling a rose. Unfortunately, 
Vajpayee did not make another appear¬ 
ance in the video. Otherwise, it would 
have been interesting to see what he 
made out of Jhulka and the rose. 

And finally, the audience got to hear 
what they’d come there for: vintage Vaj¬ 
payee at his best. Carrying a piece of 
paper (which in all probability had the 
names of the music composers scribbled 
for him by a helpful aide), Vajpayee 


approached the mike. Enthused by the 
moment, he made the sort of speech Dcl- 
hiitcs had hoped him to deliver on 15 
August. 

Speaking extempore, he told the audi¬ 
ence that he was from Gwalior. "Aur 
Gwalior ke haare mem kaha jaata hai ki 
jab hachche hlii rote ham, to sur mem 
role ham Mam to asur paicla hua hun, 


And assured the audience that "Main 
ahhi aap ke .saamne .sahi-salamal khada 
hun." If this was his way of setting aside 
rumours about his health, then he could¬ 
n’t have chosen a more quaint method of 
doing .so. 

While he quoted liberally from most 
of his poems, he failed to mention the 
most famous one of them all; Jung na 



A.B. VaJpayM mak** m siMaeli at tha cassatta ralaasa function: erowiHHillar 


aur sasur banne ka hhi mauka nahin 
mila," he said, with a mischievous 
smile. The joke was not lost on an audien¬ 
ce which had seen Vajpayee arriving at 
the venue accompanied by his foster 
family. 

He then went on to explain that one of 
the songs that was sung — Maut se than 
gayee (when I came face-to-face with 
death) was written at a time when he was 
very ill and had to have an operation the 
next day. "1 did not know what will happ¬ 
en the next day," he recalled, "and at that 
point it did seem as if maut Jindagi se 
badi ho gayi. But that is not true. Death 
can never be larger than life," he said. 


hone doonga. That one has now become 
a casualty of the Kargil war. 

But clearly, this was an evening that 
was marked lor Vajpayee the poet. 
There was only one reference to him as 
the Prime Minister—the Election Com¬ 
mission would certainly have approved. 
And at the end of it all, when an usherer 
presented Vajpayee with a bouquet of 
flowers, someone in the audience 
sighed. "Vo Uulki kitni lucky hai (That 
girl is so lucky)." 

Was that one for Vajpayee the poet, or 
Vajpayee the Pnme Minister? • 

Priya SmhgM/Maw OaUt! 
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Charisma 

Counts 


Atal Behari Vajpayee is the BJP's best 
vote-catcher 


V 


n the afternoon of 9 
August, squabbling BJP 
bosses in Uttar Pradesh 
were a worried lot. 
Lucknow is Pnme Mini¬ 
ster Atal Behan Vajpayee’s home consti¬ 
tuency, yet not many had turned up to 
hear him speak. It wasn’t a good sign, 
because in the murky, rough- 
and-tumble politics of the day, Vaj¬ 
payee is still the BJP’s prime vote- 
catcher. It was time to wake up and, for 
the moment at least, forget petty rivalry. 

The Lucknow flop acted as the tonic. 
Eight days later, on Tuesday, 17 August, 
it was an entirely different scene at Vara¬ 
nasi. When Vajpayee ascended the dais 
erected inside the sprawling playground 
of Kashi Vidyapeeth, one of the 
country’s oldest universities, the 
70-80,(KX) crowd responded with a stan¬ 
ding ovation. Then burst into rhapsodic 
applause with cries of "Jai Shree Ram" 
and “Har-Har Mahadev" when he spoke 
on the success in Kargil. Emotion was in 
abundance that day. 

From the point of view of electoral 
speculation, 'Varanasi, a key repre.scnta- 
tive constituency of Eastern UP, is an 
important moixl indicator A successful 
rally here would mean that the signs are 
positive. Unfortunately for the BJP, the 
calculation this time isn’t so simple. 
Because, in spile of the roaring response 
this timeit’s.somewhatuncertainforVaj- 
payee and his men. Even the neighbour¬ 
ing Mirzapur-Bhadohi parliamentary 
constituency doesn’t reflect the pro- 
BJP mood that was still visible last 
time. 

So what could have upset this facile 
rhythm? 


A t a more immediate level, it’s the 
entry of two very strong contenders 
that the Congress has fielded, both Brah¬ 
mins One is Rajesh Misra, a popular 
BHU .student leader and cuirently a 
member of the Lcgislatix c Council from 
the Graduate’s constituency, who squa¬ 
res off against .sitting BJP MP Shankar 
Prasad Jaiswal in Varanasi. And two, 
the .septuagenarian Congress veteran, 
Shyamdhai’ Misra, who takes on Vec- 
rendra Singh in Mirzapur-Bhadohi. 

For some time now, a large section of 
Brahmins — the dominant community 
in the region — have not exactly liked 
the BJP’s preference for non-Brahmins 
— a baniva and a thakur — in these two 
seats for con.secuti ve terms. In UP’s vola- 
tile politics, the right caste can swing the 
light number of votes, and Congress 
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Vi^payee addres^iq; the crowd in 
Varanasi 

election managers must also have realis¬ 
ed that the Brahmins haven’t yet been 
reconciled to the fact that chief minister 
Kalyan Singh is an OBC 
To be fair to Rajesh and Shyamdhar 
Misra, both have established credenti¬ 
als. If Shyamdhar Misra comes across as 
a seasoned Congress activist, the young 


Z Voices from'the streets of 
^ Varanasi and Mirzapur 


if the BIF. But to make AtaJ 
, ra vole fot the BJP candidate 


li ! dOin‘t kotow to> dp. I want to teadi Veecendra Singh a lesson, but I , 
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country’s Prime Minister." Another 
voter. Vikram, a waiter in a restaurant, 
too, mouths no praise for the sitting MP 
who, he says, is like any other MP who 
"forgets the voters once elections are 
over". But again, it’s the same .sentimen¬ 
tal refrain; "My vote will go to Ataiji, 
so 1 will vote for Jaiswal." 

Even die-hard BJP loyalists don’t sec 
Jaiswal as a capable candidate. "There’s 
no denying that he has failed to live up to 
expectations. Nothing has been done to 
develop the city. But right now we are 
quiet because the larger goal before us is 
to see Ataiji back in the saddle," says 
a local party worker. 

How irrelevant Jaiswal is became 
clear when none of the key speakers at 
Vajpayee’s rally, including Kalyan 
Singh and state unit chief Raj Nath 
Singh, cared to introduce him. Nor was 
he given a chance to speak. It was only 
towards the end of his speech that Vaj¬ 
payee made a passing reference. 
"You’ve seen what we all have done 
over the past 13 months. It is to complete 
the unfinished task that I have come here 
to knock at your doors and .seek your sup¬ 
port for Shankar Prasad Jaiswal." he told 


What holds the average voter back from casting his vote in 
favour of the Congress is the presence of Vajpayee 

student leader is a man with a wide tion. "Rajesh Misra," he says, "stands the crowd. 

appeal among social activi.sts, lawyers, out unlike Jaiswal who remains holed up In Miraapur-Bhadohi, BJP incumb- 
teachers and intellectuals. UP watchers, in his ivory tower. Misra is easily acces- ent Veerendra Singh is also no better 
however, say his biggest asset is the sible. Even though he’s an MLC, he has than Jaiswal when it comes to dcvelop- 
virtua! en bloc support of Muslims who been devoting much of his constituency ment issues. Once again, it’s the same 
make up over 12 per cent of the fund here. No one knows what Jaiswal we’ll-vote-for-Vajpayee refrain. As a 
electorate. has done with his one-crore-rupee con- candidate, Veerendra Singh evokes no 

The tilt IS best summed up by Sami .stituency fund—at least, it's not visible response. But what probably holds the 
Ullah, an advocate in the Varanasi dis- anywhere in this neglected city." Social voter back from casting his vote in 
tricl courts. "There is much disillusion- activist Anupam Prakash Verma agrees, favoui of the Congress this time is Vaj- 
ment with Mulayam Singh Yadav," he "The support for Rajesh Misra cuts payee’s charisma. "1 don’t know what to 
says. "Even that small section of across ca.ste lines. He is respected for his do." confesses a carpet yam dealer "1 
Muslims, who would still prefer him. sincerity and commitment." want to teach Veerendra Singh a lesson, 

have, no choice because Mulayam has but I want Vajpayee to win loo " 

left the Varanasi seat for Sharad Pa war’s mWie anti-Jaiswal talk .spills over on to It’seasy to see the extent of the discon- 

Nationalist Congress Party." Appa- I the streets. And it isn’t tough finding tent. But still, people like Ajit Kumar, a 
rently, it has also got a lot to do with the out that Varanasi’s common voter known social activist, are convinced 
enigmatic Congress chief "Sonia Gan- doesn’t recogni.se him, even though he that people would vote in the name of 
dhi," he says, "has recast the image of has been the sitting MP for the past two Vajpayee. But it’s also true that both 
the Congress and Muslims realise that terms. "I don’t know Jaiswal. neither am Jaiswal and Veerendra Singh, who had 
their future lies only with the Congress. I any fan of the BJP," says Shyamu, a romped home with hefty margins in 
After all. what did Mulayam do for rickshaw-puller. Fortunately for the 1998, are no more confident enough to 
Muslims in the years that he was in BJP, the disenchantment stops there. If say with certainty that they’d win again, 
power?" anything.men on the street like Shyamu If they at all manage to scrape through, it 

A more candidate-specific logic com- will vote for the BJP because of Vaj- will be only because of their charismatic 
es from Ajay Prakash Srivastava, presi- payee. As he says, "I will vote for the leader. • 
dentof Varanasi’s Central Bar Associa- | BJP candidate to make Vajpayee the SharmtPrmlhmn/VmnaaBl 
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Why should the rot in 
the country's political 
system affect the 
media as well? 


In my time I had cover¬ 
ed politicians, politi¬ 
cal parties and also 
half a dozen general 
elections. Occasional¬ 
ly, It was taxing but 
mentally refreshing. 1 
saw Indian democracy at work. Candida¬ 
tes had something to tell the electorate, 
there was still some faith in ideology, 
decency and fair play. 

Today, 52 years after achieving Inde¬ 
pendence, wc have to go through yet ano¬ 
ther poll process. I am now depressed. 1 
also pity the journalists who will be cove¬ 
ring the Lok Sabha and some state' 
Assembly elections. What can they 
write abouf^ What will be their focus? 
Treachery, stabbmgs in the back, politi¬ 
cal skulduggery, the worst kind of 
opportunism? 

The electoral alliances, which are 
changing every day. take my breath 
away. For several decades, the North 
and Brahmin-dominated Jana Sangh 
(now Bharatiya Janata Party) was an 
untouchable to the Dravidian parties 
which had ruled Tamil Nadu since 1967. 
The DK, DMK and the AlADMK along 
with their offshoots had prided them¬ 
selves on their anti-Brahminism, anti- 
North Indianism and anti-Hindi, 
emotions. 

Ttrday, the entire scenario had 
changed. Jayalalitha and her AlADMK 
allied with the BJP, and now it is the turn 
of the DMK. How did Kalaignar Karuna- 
nidhi and his followers suddenly dis¬ 
cover noble qualities in Vajpayee, Adva- 
ni and Co.? Has Hindi become as sweet 
as ChentaniKh mozhi (pure Tamil)? Per¬ 
haps, it is a question of survival but 
aren’t there any principles left in politi¬ 
cal alliances? 

Or take the case of George Fernandes. 
A political chameleon, if there was one,, 
he finally came ‘home’ to roost with the 
BJP. But for the BJP support, his Samata 
Party would have floundered. Soon he 
became the trusted troubleshooter of 
Vajpayee who used him to negotiate and 
settle with the demands of the allies. 
George, at times, appeared to be more 
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important than even the Prime Minister. 
Yet the same Fernandes had the gall to 
turn his back on the BJP, seek out his old 
friends in the Janata Dal and demand 
that they be recognised and allied with 
the BJP. The ruling party resurrected 
George’s flagging political career and 
this was what it got in return. 

George's political somersaults are 
well-known but the strange go-back to 
the JD was something inexcusable. 
Mind you, the JD stalwarts had branded 
BJP communal and voted out the BJP 
government in Parliament. 1 am not 
commenting on George’s non¬ 
performance as the defence minister, 
that is another issue. But for political per¬ 
fidy. the George act was unique. 

We have another character in Tamil 
Nadu politics, Vaiko who refused to 
snap his links with the dreaded LTTE 
which was responsible for the assassina¬ 
tion of an Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi Recently, a wedding in the 
Vaiko family was attended by quite a 
few LTTE bigwigs. Among those pres¬ 
ent was the home minister L.K. Advani. 
The media is full of photographs and 
patriotic statements from Vaiko who, in 
nonnal course of events, should be 
under investigation for his LTTE links. 

A nd now the issue of corruption. 

Don’t make me laugh. Sukh Ram 
from Himachal Pradesh whose home rai¬ 
ned Rs 100 currency bundles is now an 
honoured ally of the BJP. Every wi.sh of 
his is being obeyed. This is the party 
which IS supposed to be ‘clean’ and 
screams about punishing those responsi¬ 
ble for the Bofors .scam' Such attitudes 
are seldom commented upon in the 
media. 

X belongs to a political party which 
denies him a Lok Sabha or state Assemb¬ 
ly election ticket. Immediately, along 
with his followers, he joins a rival party 
on which he had been showering abuses 
for several years. A single act of non¬ 
receipt of a ticket brings about such a 
transformation. He immediately holds a 
press conference, blasts his former party 
and lavishes praise on his present one. 
The media seldom raises inconvenient 
questions on political integrity. 

I am not writing a political thesis. But 
most sections of the media are so biased 
one way or the other that their voices get 
muted when corrunenting on these 
issues. Political reporters these days 
openly take sides. Take the case of TTte 


Pioneer, a splendid, objective paper dur¬ 
ing the Vinod Mehta days, now reduced 
to the status of a .saffron rag. Perhaps, it 
is due to the pressures from the present 
management about which the less said 
the better. Recently The Pioneer had a 
clear below-the-belt editorial based on a 
small report about Rahul Gandhi giving 
up his UK job to help his mother Sonia 
Gandhi during the polls. 

Normally edits are written on import¬ 
ant topics, but to The Pioneer, the likely 
happening of Rahul helping his mother 
was enough to produce a vitriolic attack. 
The editor should pay more attention to 
the conspiracies hatched in the home of 
the Prime Minister's foster son-in-law. 

Read the puff pieces on Prime Mini¬ 
ster Atal Bchari Vajpayee. He is suppos¬ 
ed to have saved India from the Pak infil¬ 
trators. Have we forgotten the basic fact 
that this government was conveniently 
sleeping when the infiltration was going 
on ineirily ’ We did not conquer any 


fresh territory. With great difficulty and 
at the cost of valuable lives, we only got 
back our territories where the enemy 
had established control. This was not 
bravery on the part of the government. 
Credit should be given to the armed for¬ 
ces. particularly in view of their being 
under the control of a maverick defence 
minister who was politicking in Chen¬ 
nai and presiding over the ‘glorious’ 
anniversary of the 1974 railway strike 
when the infiltration was first reported. 
Yet, according to magazines like India 
Today, there is no alternative to the BJP. 
How biased can our political coverages 
get'.' For how many more issues will 
India Today put Vajpayee on the cover? 

We all agree that there is a rot in the 
country's political system. But why 
should the rot affect the media? The 



Have we forgotten that 
this government was 
conveniently sleeping 
when the infiltration was 
on? Yet, according to 
India Today, there is no 
altemative to the BJP 


media has to come out with stronger 
attacks on political corruption, defec¬ 
tion and projecting p.seudo-patriotism as 
practi.sed by the likes of Sushma Swaraj. 
Does wearing a tri-colour saree make 
one more patriotic"' Yes, according to 
Sushma Swaraj. Unfortunately, sections 
of the media go along with these silly 
views. 1 hope that in the days to come, 
the media will blast Soma Gandhi not 
for her Italian roots, but for leading eve¬ 
ryone in a merry chase before filing her 
nomination papers from Bcllary. A 
leader of her stature who has ambitions 
to rule the country should be prepared to 
contest from any constituency and face 
any political opponent. What was the 
need to play hide-and-seek on this issue 
and get outwitted by the BJP? • 
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Soccer Inc. 


The Calcutta football league is all set to go totally professional 


W hile the All India Fotitball 
Federation is still years away 
from a totally professional set¬ 
up, its Bengal affiliate, Indian Football 
Association, is moving towards a prag¬ 
matic switch a year after the new millen¬ 
nium commences. 

IFA secretary Ranjit Gupta has had 


Vl|ay Mallya: mlllMnlal move 

preliminary discussions with Vijay Mal¬ 
lya for a limited professional debut. The 
UB group chairman has evinced interest 
in a league that would feature limited 
companies in place of social clubs. As 
the head of Calcutta’s three leading 
clubs, Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting, he is keen to 
see a professional league get under way 
as soon as possible. 

"But this does not mean we can imme¬ 
diately get into this," said Ranjit Gupta. 
"It is now at the negotiation stage and a 
lot of areas still have to be covered to get 
things in place." 

^0 


Goa t(x)k the lead in introducing pro¬ 
fessional soccer in India. It was relative¬ 
ly easy there because from the start vari¬ 
ous companies evinced interest in spon¬ 
soring the clubs. Churchill is the excep¬ 
tion, the two football crazy politician 
brothers keeping their team going with 
personal funds. 


UB group chairman Vyay 
Mallya, as the head of 
Calcutta's three leading 
clubs, Mohun Bagan, East 
Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, is keen to see a 
professional lea^e get 
under way as soon as possible 


However, the Goan league isn’t a big- 
budget affair The IFA, ninning a semi- 
professitinal super division league, pro¬ 
vides almost Rs .50 lakh in prize money 
and participation fees every year. This is 
possible because ESPN has been spon¬ 
soring the IFA’s league and kncKkout 
competitions over the past few years. 

But ESPN has not been getting the 
mileage it deserved because there are 
restrictions on live coverage of matches 
without which advertisers remain cold. 
This is where Mallya felt IFA should 
"make things happen". He suggested 
that telecast rights should be given to the 
highest bidder, so that revenue starts 
flowing in. 

UB’s contention is that there should 
be scope for clubs to earn money. Funds 
could be garnered through a percentage 
from gale receipts and the sale of club 
memorabilia. Matches should be held 
after office hours so that a larger number 
of spectators could be present. And live 
coverage will go a long way in popularis¬ 
ing the sport. 

The IFA has set up a committee i.) 
work out the modalities of a six to eight 
team professional league. "We want to 
have a league which will provide both 
teams and players to the national league, 
if and when it becomes professional," 
says Gupta. 

"There is no reason why the game can¬ 
not be marketed here. After all, this is 
the most popular sport, both among 
players and sports fans," says the IFA 
secretary. 

But however pious the intention, true 
professionalism cannot come about 
until most professional clubs have their 
own practice and playing grounds, 
hostels, gymnasia and libraries. In Cal¬ 
cutta, as in other parts of India, clubs 
depend on either the government or the 
army for playing fields. They don’t have 
the infrastructure for a professional 
club, although East Bengal has taken 
giant strides in this direction. It has a 
good gym and will soon start ajuniortrai-' 
ning school. 

However, what is needed is rethink¬ 
ing on the part of all clubs. Without their 
own infrastructure, they can never beco¬ 
me professional. • 
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Poison potion 


Assam ’5 Karhi Anglong district is hit by crippling fluoride contamination 


A tragedy is just beginning to 
unfold in Karbi Anglong, one of 
Assam’s most picturesque dis¬ 
tricts. The tribal inhabitants of this 
fore.st-clad mountain terrain are slowly 
drinking themselves to near death, and 
the toxic ale is none other than plain 
water. 


Studies in five Karbi villages by the 
School of Environmental Studies 
(SOES), Jadavpur University, Calcutta, 
have revealed farming levels of fluori¬ 
de in the water people drink. And what 
makes the situation all the more poign¬ 
ant is that the severely contaminated 
water is supplied by five waterworks run 
by the state Public Health Engineering 
Department (PHED). Water samples 
from these PHED schemes have shown 
fluoride contents dangerously above the 
permissible limit. 

While the threshold level for fluoride 
in drinking water is said to be 1.5 
mg/litre, samples tested by SOES were 
found to have fluoride contents ranging 
from 1.58 mg/litre to 15.40 mg/litre. Pro¬ 
longed consumption of water with such 
high fluoride values badly damages 
teeth and the body's bone structure with 
crippling effect. 

The SOES carried out studies in five 
Karbi villages and two villages in the 
adjoining Nagaon district. In all seven, 
the investigating team ran into people 
suffering from dental and skeletal 
fluorosis. 


Out of the 305 people examined in the. 
five Karbi Anglong villages, 144 or 47.2 
per cent were found to be suflering from 
dental fluorosis and 27 showed symp¬ 
toms of skeletal fluorosis. The water 
they drink was found to have a high con¬ 
centration of fluoride (between 8 and 15 
mg/litre). 

Borsing Kiling, 31, a resident of 
Napak Kiling village, was found to be 
severely affected. He cannot move his 
body or stretch his legs and suffers from 
acute dental deformities. For ten years, 
he has been drinking water having a fluo¬ 
ride content as high as 14.36 mg/litre. 



MAIMED BY WATER: A with acute 
dental fluorosis and a disabled Borsing 
Kiling 



The total population of the five Kaibi 
villages was estimated to be 2,(X)0. It is 
likely, therefore, fiiatmore extensive sur¬ 
veys would lead to the detectimi of more 
fluorosis patients. The SOES analysed 
water samples from 19 hand pumps in 
the five villages, and 13 out of them 
(68.4 per cent) were found to have 
fluoride between 8 and 15 mg/litre. 

^ The problem came to light when 
Assam PHED’s additional chief engi¬ 
neer A.B. Pal, recently posted in Diphu, 
the district headquarters, initiated an 
investigation into the quality of water 
supplied by his department. He was pro¬ 
mpted to t^e this step by a high inciden¬ 
ce of dental and skeletal ^formities 
among the people. A preliminary test of 
121 water samples revealed that nearly 
70 per cent had fluoride way above the 
permissible limit. 

For further confirmation. Pal sent 
water samples to the AH India Institute 
of Hygiene and Public Health in Calcut¬ 
ta. And again the samples tested dange¬ 
rously positive. Pal then approached the 
SOES for a deeper probe, and the school 
came back with worrisome data. 

SOES director Dr Dipankar Chakra- 
borti says that many of the patients had 
reported that they were suffering for 
nearly 20 years. 'Yet, no one — neither 
government doctors nor PHED officers 
—had ever thought of probing the cause 
of the deformities. 

More surprising is the fact that the 
Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water 
Mission had said in a 1994 report that 
fluoride contaminationof drinking water 
had not "yet" been detected in any of the 
north-eastern states. It is now clear that 
even at the time when the report was 
being drafted and finalised, fluoride was 
slow-poisoning the people of Krubi 
Anglong. 

Chakraborti fears that groundwater in 
the adjoining districts having the same 
geological features as that of Karbi 
Anglong could also be contaminated. 
According to UNICEF estimates, 25 nul- 
lion people in India are afiected by fluo¬ 
rosis. Now, with Karbi Anglong enter¬ 
ing the list of affected regions, that num¬ 
ber will only rise. • 
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hat Rani Muk- 
heijoe needs 
^Bfi'^^more than 

anything 
the world is 
a good 

dietician. The woman seems 
to be piling on the pounds as 
if she were in competition 
with Guddi Maruti. 

See her dancing with 
Aamir Khan in Mann, and it 
looks as if her biceps are big¬ 
ger than his. Watch her fro¬ 
licking with Ajay Devgan, 
and she seems the far better 
bodybuilder. 

If this woman doesn’t go 
on a diet-and-exercise regim¬ 
en — and fast — she will 
soon be playing the come¬ 
dienne rather than heroine in 
her next movies. 









t looks as if 
the Salman 
Khan-Aishwa 
rya Rai affair 
is finally off. 
Apparently, 
Ms Rai’s fond parents pul 
their foot down and told their 
daughter in no uncertain 
terms that she should have 
nothing further to do with 
Khan. Mrs and Mr Rai, evi¬ 
dently, were not too enamou¬ 
red of the kind of reputation 
that Salman has earned over 
the years. 


The late.st is that Aishwa- 
rya has given in to their 
entreaties and has told Sal¬ 
man that marriage—or even 
a romantic association — is 
quite out of the question. 
Whether Khan will admit 
defeat quite so easily is quite 
another matter, of course. 


I 


m 


MU' r.lwt 


ushmita Sen’s I 
career is tak- ' 
mg off 
when her love 
life 

sorry pass, ; 
First, her live-in relationship i 
with Vikram Bhatt came to a | 
sorry end. Then, her location ! 
romance with Sanjay i 
Kapoor was nipped in the ' 
bud when Kapoor flew back I 
to marry long-time girl- | 
friend, Maheep, ! 

But just when all seemed , 
to be lost for Sen, her luck -> 
began looking up. And now 
with twin hits in a row, she 
looks all set for the big time. ' 
She may be flying solo, but 
as long as she's flying high, 
who cares? 
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All his films have won 
national awards, but 
Asukh is the closest to 
Ritupamo Ghosh's 
heart 

s Ritupamo Ghosh the man who 
likes strutting his stuff (designer 
black dhoti, ikkat-dyed odhni, an 
embroidered cap and a sing-song 
accent) when he takes centre stage 
at a filmi bash as the master of ceremon¬ 
ies — an ex-officio job for the editor of 
Calcutta’s premier film magazine? Or is 
he the person assiduously pouring over 
piles of archival material on a tired and 
sweltering afternoon at Visva Bharati, 
when the mercury touches an all-time 
high, to find out more about the back¬ 
ground of his next film Chokher Bali, 
based on a book by Rabindranath Tago¬ 
re? Or is he the jet-setter who goes round 
the world with his films, picking up 
prizes and accolades on the way but com¬ 
ing back to his home in south Calcutta, 
to his proud parents who don’t hesitate 
to give him a piece of their mind when 
they feel like it and to his production unit 


Pnzed PoH 


i 


who systematically bully him into bring¬ 
ing out his best? Which one of these is 
he? 

Friends from Response, the ad agen¬ 
cy he worked in for a decade, remember 
him as the scniffy-looking, sloppily- 
dressed Bengali copywriter ‘with an atti¬ 
tude problem’ — a far cry from the cele¬ 
brity film-maker who has made winning 
national awards a habit (he won three for 
all three of his films released so far). 
"But 1 had also won 17 advertising awai - 
ds before that," says Ritupamo. recall¬ 
ing the days when he was still a nobody. 
He had begun to feel claustrophobic at 
the workplace and the artist inside him 
was crying out loud to find expression. 
But there were also things which adverti¬ 
sing taught him — "important things 
like: the individual does not get any cre¬ 
dit for producing a campaign". Simi¬ 
larly, to Ritupamo, film-making is team 
work, the product of the efforts put in by 



each member in the unit. "I re.sent the tag 
‘a film by Ritupamo Ghosh’. My name 
appears in the credit list in the same 
point size as the rest." 

Ritupamo seems to have an uncanny 
knack for going deep down the inner 
recesses of women’s minds. Although 
he resents any kind of gender branding, 
insisting that his films arc about human 
beings and that theii being women is 
only incidental; he seems to have a gift 
for understanding the woman's psyche, 
her position in society, even the dark¬ 
ness within. It comes out of a deep empa¬ 
thy with the woman’s cause. Unishe 
April (19 April) is about the resolution 
of a tragic misunderstanding between a 
middle-aged danscuse, widowed for 
over 18 years, and her giown up 
daughter who dotes on her dead father 
and resents her mother for having a car¬ 
eer and taking a boyfriend In Dahun 
(Crossfire), based on a real-life incident, 









ession 

a young school-teacher saves another 
young woman from getting molested by 
a bunch of hoodlums. But when it comes 
to identifying the criminals, it’s the vic¬ 
tim who backs out under pressure. In 
Asukh (Malaise), which releases this 
week, the protagonist, a film star, hel¬ 
plessly watches her world crumbling 
around her (her boyfriend has his eye 



ASUKHi a star daughter'a 
ralationahlp with her ordinary father 



on a young starlet, her mother could be 
suffering from AIDS); and coils further 
inside her cocoon of celebrity. 

It’s not just his choice of women- 
onented themes, he seems to have a rare 
feel of the female sensitivity. In Dahcm, 
Romita, having been through the ordeal 
of attempted rape on the street, gets rap¬ 
ed by her husband in her own bed and 
then ultimately submits to him because 
'he's the one she still loves and is reconci¬ 
led to the idea of spending the rest of her 
life with. The scene of marital rape com¬ 
es to us filtered through the mosquito 
net. Was it a concession to the delicate 
middle-class sensibility or his own 
aesthetic sense? "It would have been too 
voyeuristic otherwise." says Ritupanio. 
"If the camera is taken inside the mosqui¬ 
to net, I would lose out on the film- 
maker's objectivity. It was very import¬ 
ant for me to bring out the contrast bet¬ 


ween Romila's getting molested on the 
road, in a public place and being raped 
by her husband in her own bed which 
looks soft and sheltered." 

T he perennial inspirations in his life 
are Rabindranath Tagoic, Satyajit 
Ray and Aparna Sen—in a sense all pro¬ 
ducts of an Indo-European culture via 
the lyth Century Bengal Renaissance, 
rich in traditional values yet very, very 
contemporary. And very androgynous 
in their creative approach as well. If 
Tagore is the deity presiding over his 
creative endeavours, ("He is a character 
in Asukh, well, almost"); Ray is the guru 
he never met and Sen, of course, is the 
woman she grew up with in his life as a 
film-maker. For Ritupamo, ’Rinadi’ 
(Sen) is godmother, mentor and friend 
all rolled into one, with whom he shares 
a sibling-like relationship. In fact. Sen 


was instrumental in getting him his first 
break. After NFDC rejected Unishe 
April, Sen co-produced it with Renu 
Roy of Spandan. The film went on to 
win the Best Feature Award in 1995 and 
Debasree Roy who played the lead was 
the year’s Best Actress. 

Debasree, with who Ritupamo had a 
slight misunderstanding after he called 
her a ‘director’s actress’ ("But there 
wasn’t any negative aspersion in it. As 
Shabana Azmi says, it’s a very rare quali¬ 
ty to be able to surrender to a director”), 
has returned to play the lead in Asukh. In 
her isolation as a celebrity, her intense 
and hyper-sensitive reaction to the cri¬ 
ses in her life, her closeness with her lov¬ 
ing parents which sometimes gets lo her 
and her search for identity with 
Rabindranath Tagore as the guiding 
light, Rohini is much like Ritupamo. the 
man whose brainchild she is. She is rich, 
young, beautiful and a celebrity and yet 
her life is fraught with the same old 
middle-class problems, which can’t be 
wished away. It’s a world Ritupamo 
obviously knows too well. "My most 
mature work to date." he says, lovingly, 
of the film. 

Ritupamo has already used the format 
of cinema within cinema twice, in 
Budiwali (Landlady), a film with Kiron 
Kher in the lead, now in its finishing sta¬ 
ges, and again in 52 Episodes, a tcleseri- 
al. Is it the mechanism of film-making 
that fascinates him? "It’s the enormous 
human drama that takes place behind 
every film that gets made," says (he 
director. The creative people in his film 
are often .selfish. naiTow-mindcd, prag¬ 
matic mercenaries. In Budiwali, the film 
director who is shooting in an old man¬ 
sion seems warm and friendly towards 
the middle-aged landlady, a single 
woman who is delighted with all the 
attention. But her euphoria is short¬ 
lived. The film unit will have nothing to 
do with her once they move out of the 
huu.se. The irony is that "film-makers 
are supposed to be sensitive In this film 
they become professionals more than 
human beings. It is the product that beco¬ 
mes more important than all else." | 

So, which is the real Ritupamo? The 
feminist, the Tagorite, a lurn- 
of-the-century tilm-maker with a firm 
belief in traditional human values? Ritu- 
parno himself would laugh such a ques¬ 
tion off. For he docs not believe in tak¬ 
ing himself or his work too .seriously. 
Nor does he believe in labels. To him, it 
is the joy of making a film that matters. • 
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UNDER anACK file picture of army personnel in Kargil 
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Back to the front 

Militants in Kashmir take up fresh positions 


O n 4 July, when Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sha¬ 
rif asked militants to pull back from Kargil, Hizbul 
Mujahideen supremo Syed Salahuddin resented 
the Pak premier’s imposition as "betrayal” and 
"back-stabbing*. Sal^uddin, who heads the 
Muzaffarabad-based 14-paity militant alliance of United 
Jihad Council, declared that militants would not pull out but 
would, instead, change their positions. He spoke of a new Kar¬ 
gil, rather many more Kargils, if India continued with what he 
called its "intransigence" and "stubbornness" on the Kashmir 
issue. 

And the militants started executing their plans without 
delay. The first major post-Kargil offensive took place on 13 
July, when militants entered the residential quarters of the 
BSP’s sector headquarters at Bandipora and gunned down a 
DIG, a deputy commandant and a sub-inspector in the dead of 
night. This was for the first time in the history of militancy in 
Kashmir that the militants embarked upon a suicidal mi.s.sion. 
The incident set a new trend and almost all the militant groups 
vowed to repeat Bandipora in every nook and comer of the 
state, Lashkar-e-Toiba—which claimed responsibility for 


storming the BSF headquarters—announced that it had fomi- 
ed fidai groups (suicide squads) to take the fight against securi¬ 
ty forces into their camps. 

The daredevil action was repeated on the night of 5 August 
when a group of Hizbul Mujahideen cadres attacked the camp 
of 4 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) in Kupwara district. The offensive 
left five soldiers, including the camp commander captain Man- 
deep Singh, dead and several wounded. The very next day, 
Hizb activists ambushed RR commanding officer Colonel 
Balbir Singh, killing him along with his driver and two other 
jawans at Keegam, 2 km away from Natnusa. The same eve¬ 
ning, militants fired rockets and missiles on the army’s bri¬ 
gade headquarters at Trehgam, in the same area, killing one 
jawan and injuring four others. This was the first time that Tre¬ 
hgam brigade headquarters came under attack from militants. 

The offensive reveals a change of strategy. Senior police 
and civilian authorities admit that the conventional guerrilla 
"hit-and-run" manoeuvring has been replaced by the unusual . 
method of taking the fight inside security forces' camps. ' 
"Earlier, they used to fire from a di.stance," says Maj.Gen. 
R.K. Kaushal, GOC of counter-insurgency force of Rashtriya 
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Rifles. "Now they fire from clo.se positions." 

A commonly-held belief is that militants now fight with 
more dedication. The reason for this may be that groups now 
^ comprise mostly of foreigners who are highly trained and equi¬ 
pped with sophisticated weapons. These militants coming 
from Pakistan, Afghanistan and other Muslim countries dis¬ 
play radical religious orientation. "They have been taught that 
they were fighting a jihad (holy war) and he who died here 
would be bestowed with the blessings of Allah," says a police 
officer. 

Police and intelligence sources believe that more than 
1,000 foreign militants have infiltrated into Kupwara, Rajouri 
and Poonch forests in the past two months. Local residents 
admit strong presence of militants in Ramhal, Hafruda, 
Wayoo.sa, Lolab and Zachaldar forcts. "They come down to 
the villages to buy commodities more often," said one villager 
in Rafiabad. In fact, security forces ambushed seven Hi/.bul 
Mujahideen boys on 7 August when they came down to the 
plains. 

The unprecedented militant activity in Kupwara has given 
rise to the speculation that another Kargil is in the oftmg. It 
has been reported that vast areas in the di.stnct have already 



A WORRIED MAN; chief minister Farooq Abdullah 


been taken over by the militants. And these reports were con¬ 
firmed by BSF inspector-general A.S. Mangat who com¬ 
mands the force in most parts of north Kashmir. On 7 August, 
Mangat disclosed that around 1,200 heavily-armed militants 
were occupying positions on the high ridges along the line of 
control (LoC) in Kupwara and Baramullah districts. 

The Kargil episode has reportedly rejuvenated the militants 
notwithstanding the fact that they had to pull back without 
any substantial military gains. The two-month-long conflict 
seems to have come as a boost to their confidence. "It has giv¬ 
en them a feeling that more risks they take, more attention 
tliey would attract," points out a senior political analyst. 

Kargil has also seemed to have generated militant feelings 
among the local youth. Nearly 500 young boys have reported¬ 
ly gone over to Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) for anns- 
training. Army authorities have handed over six boys to their 


parents on 5 August. These boys w'ere part of a group of 1S 
who were being taken to PoK Local Urdu dailies cKcasional- 
ly carry advertisements about missing young boys. Intelligen¬ 
ce agencies believe that most of these missing boys have join¬ 
ed the militant ranks. 

Incidentally, militants have not kept themselves restricted 
to Kupwara alone A vehicle belonging to two rnanne com¬ 
mandos was blown up in an lED explosion at Bandipoia on 12 
August. Two armymen got killed in a sneak attack on a camp 
at Bcerwah, in central Kashmir. Under the new strategy, poli¬ 
ce stations and pro-government militants, known as Ikhwtnis, 
are other targets. In the past three weeks, at least seven police 
stations and Ikwhant camps have come under attack. 

The surge in militancy has got the authorities womed. 
Chief ministei Farooq Abdullah has described the Kupwara 
situation as "terribly shocking". Bui even the CM could not 
explain as to how militants could sneak in when "there were 
58-60 battalions of army manning the holders " "This needs 
to be probed," Abdullah recently told newsmen • 

RmahU Mmrnd/Srtm^m 
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Divine inteiven tion 

The archbishop of Chhotanagpur 
decides to go with the Congress 

H e is supposed to be engrossed with matters divine But 
the archbishop of the Chhotanagpur region seems to 
have a iienchani for politics .And he also seems to he 
one who can make or break the career of quite a few wJio are in 
the poll fray. 

With his tilt towards the Congress, the aichbishop ol the 
Roman Catholic Mission in the Chhotanagpur legion Fathci 
TelesphurToppo, is a busy man receiving long-distance calls 
and meeting prospective Congress candidales Visilois who 
call on him now include khadi-clad m Uit trying to ciutv dn i- 
ne favours. Though how many of them will eventualls icccive 
Father Toppo's blessings is not clcai. 

Talking to Sunday, Father Toppo pointed out that though 
there was no dearth of aspirants coming to seek his blessings 
before the elections, he had his limitations to extend physical 
support. He confided that he could neither aftord to issue 
fatwa on his community for casting their votes noi could he 
give them the go ahead to elect an undeserving candidate The 
archbishop said at best he could persuade his people not to 
waste their votes. 

Toppo. however, did not mince words in lashing out at the 
poor performance of the Vajpayee-led government at the Cen¬ 
tre. He felt that there was a need for a change ol guard at the 
Centre as well in the Jharkhand region Toppo explained that 
it was becau.se of wranglings within different non BJP politi 
cal parties that 12 out of the 14 parliamentaiy .scats from this 
tribal region were in the possession of the BJP. 

To prove his point, Toppo said that though there were 4 
lakh Christian voters in the Khunti constituency, the .seat was 
held by the BJP simply because the votes were divided among 
different pro-Jharkhand-non-BJP political parties. He called 
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upon the pro-Jharkhand parties to bury their differences and 
put up a joint front under the Congress in the larger interest of 
the long-drawn struggle for a separate Jharkhand State. 

A staunch supporter of Jharkhand. Father Toppo said that 
political parties were playing a gambit in the name of granting 
a .separate .statehood to this region. In fact, he was not even wil¬ 
ling to compromise on the name of the proposed state. He had 
raised a stiff opposition when the BJP government at the Cen¬ 
tre wanted to grant separate status to this region by naming it 
Vananchal instead of Jharkhand. He had also written a 
strongly-worded letter to the Prime Minister registering his 
protest. 

Toppo pointed out that even an ally like the Samata Party 
was not happy with the role played by the BJP in the Jhark¬ 
hand region. Supposed to be a close associate of defence mini¬ 
ster George Fernandes, Father Toppo said that during his last 
meeting with Fernandes in Ranchi, the issue of anti-Christian 
attitude of the BJP was di.scussed 

Despite being a diehard Congress supporter. Father Toppo 
had no hesitaton in suggesting that Sonia Gandhi should not 
aspire for the post of India’s Prime Minister. He’ felt that it 
would spark off controversy across the country, something 
which the Congress can do without at the moment. • 

D.P, Shann/Rmnehl 


ENVIRONMENT 

Business unusual 

A CMDA study reveals interesting facts 
about Calcutta's industries 

T he incident hardly found a place in newspaper columns. 
A couple of weeks back, residents of Calcutta’s north¬ 
eastern suburb of Lake Town complained of an ‘irrita¬ 
ting, choking odour’ coming out from a chemical factory. The 
office of the state Pollution Control Board (PCB) received 
panic calls Officers swung into action and working in tandem 
with the district administration, they soon brought the situa¬ 
tion under control The leak was ‘minor’ 

In Calcutta, the number ol such incidents seems to be on the 
rise. The figures for the past year are too high for comfort 
Starting with the Dasnagar tragedy in neighbouring Howrah, 
a number of mishaps involving local industrial units have tak¬ 
en place which include a fire in a Beliaghata paint factory, an 
accident in a bulb factory in Lake Town and a fire in a plastic 
factory at Dhapa. And the list goes on. According to an offici¬ 
al estimate, there arc around 2.5,000 industrial units which ope¬ 
rate within the greater Calcutta area. Most of the.se units are 
located bang in the middle of residential areas and many are 
not even registered with the industry department. 

Keeping this in mind, the Calcutta Metropolitan Develop¬ 
ment Authority (CMDA) recently carried out a pilot project to 
get an idea of the status of industnes within the city precincts. 
The project, called 'Identification and Mapping of Industnes 
within CM A Area', was initiated in June 1998 to cover four 
wards in north and central Calcutta. The .state environment 
department provided the Rs 4.5 lakh while CMDA’s environ¬ 
ment and socio-economic cells carried out the work with sup- 
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port from WBPCB and the directorate of cottage and small- 
scale industries. The interim report has been submitted while 
the final report is being given shape. ^ 

Some of the findings are interesting. According to Tapas ' 
Ghatak of CMDA’s environment cell, north Calcutta was 
chosen because a large number of units were located here. The 
central Calcutta was chosen keeping in mind the congestion 
factor. The idea was to generate a database of more than a 
hundred parameters — location, annual turnover, products, 
raw material, solid and liquid waste generated and their dispo¬ 
sal etc.—for each unit. Data on the.se parameters were collect¬ 
ed through a questionnaire. 

Out of nearly 2,000 industries covered by the pilot project. 


Long haul 

A large quantity of explosives is 
recovered in Calcutta 


It Of 16 Augim. Thou^ dw ituti^ 

ovra, Seddah'Stxifithv loctded fa) h«^ 

im bu^ng «nfti cooumitBn. Anidh Brnidhu Biswas 
and Bkiheshyam Pande weare two undercovnr men frean 
Special Branch doing tbeh routine beat on the pfatffimna. 

By the time due duo tusbled on to Platform No. B, it was 
1U5 rnn mi iaamw-' Tawi Express had departed barely 
ten minutes ago. ‘The men spohed two boxes coveredwidi 
blue-coloured wmerpracxf dieets. The boxes vnxe 
UtiMier dm boahd wl^ tim is6ervidi(Hi cbmt is ^ 

. he^dqtartoreoflsainsfitsm^lM^^ 

IhpnMn Jlsosawsmieieads t^wiiesaisdbat&meeebek' 
bmoidoflhdbcnbBs. wasrai8ed«addM;p)atfetnt. 

VS* —^^wascoidofle<pj(i^; 
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40 per cent were found to be in the ‘red’, ten per cent in 
‘orange’ and the rest in ‘green’ categories. An earlier study by 
the state government on similar lines had observed that there 
L was "not a single ward tn the CMC (Calcutta Municipal Corpo- 
^rationl area that is entirely free from the risk of industrial emis¬ 
sion and waste disposal...few areas are particularly bad and 
require a detailed investigation". 

The annual turnover of 63.‘i industries from only three north 
Calcutta wards was found to be around Rs 500 crores. Nearly 
90 per cent of thc.se are working with only a trade licence. 
Needless to say, all these units use CMC’s vats and drains to 
dispose of waste and effluent. The study has found that units 
in north Calcutta routinely generate 50,000 kg of metal dust 
and scraps per day. A number of lhe.se units do not even have 
no objection certificates from the PCB. The picture is margi¬ 
nally different in case of 700 units studied in Ward No. 37 in 
central Calcutta. Following the pilot project, the PCB has 
already cleared a full-scale industry mapping project for the 
Calcutta Metropolitan Area. The project will be completed in 
two years and is expected to cover 22,000 industries. 

One way to prevent industnal mishaps in residential areas 
. is to relocate the hazardous and polluting units. Owners agree 
^lin principle that their units should be located away from the 
city limits. "Wc have made up our mind on relocation subject 
to the availability of proiwr alternatives," R.K, Bubna, vice- 
prc.sidenl of the Indian Chamber of Manufacturers and Merch¬ 
ants Association (ICMMA), told Sunoay 
Bubna also pointed out that the K.'MMA was in touch with 
state urban affairs minister Ashok Bhattacharjee along with 
CMDA authorities and the .state cottage and small-scale indus¬ 
try directorate to formulate and adopt a strategy for reloca¬ 
tion, ICMMA sources led that they stand to gain if their units 


arc relocated. 

Cottage and small-scale indu.strics department sources, 
however, don’t foresee any significant development before 
the elections. "Relocation is always a hard option because of 
resource constraints," they point out. If the units cannot be 
shifted, then technical upgradation could be an option. 

An option, one hopes, will be chosen before it’s too late. • 

Jmymntm Bmau/Ctricuttm 


MADHYAPRADESH 

All that gas 

Fed up with false promises, Bhopal gas 
victims issue an ultimatum 

I t is back to election times. And since distress provides a 
good political handle, the gas victims of Bhopal have got 
another chance to highlight their demands The lone organi¬ 
sation of gas victims — Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Udhyog 
Sangathan (BGPMUS)—has raised six questions and has ask¬ 
ed all the political parties to clarify their stand on the issue. 

"We give you 15 days’ time and then we will decide our 
stand," says a spokesman of the organisation In the last Lok 
Sabha polls, the BGPMUS had given a call for election boy¬ 
cott. There are about 3 to 3.5 lakh gas victims who are voters. 

Says BGPMUS convener Abdool Jabbar. "Since Decem¬ 
ber 1984, after the Bhopal gas disaster, successive govern- 


But there was confusion as to what these explosives were. 
Some said it was the good-old ROX. But t^ police Wexe 
not so sore. Later, forensic expats ideaitified these to be a 
nuxtore of ammonium nitrate mixed with fuel oil (AMPO). 
^ Also found in the boxes was the 8 July copy otlnquikb, 

' POWOiR KEQ: explosives found at SeaUkih station 



a Heky {Hiblisl^ from Btm^hsdesh. Inoft, there were 14.5 
kg of explosive. Though not power^l as RDX, the 
AK^OooRsignmtmt at ^Idah was enough to blow 
attire station. As usual, tire police was tight-lipped, 
"(am not going to speculate at this point of time. All I can 
teiryou is tto theevost has wide implications,” said S.R. 
Das, deputy inspectn'-general, Ooverranent Railway Poli¬ 
ce (GRP), inside whose jurisdietton the haul was made. 

Das could not have bean more prophetic. Suddenly, 
bombs and explosives were bdtig fou^ with alarming 
ftequemey all over West Bengal, mainly from the north 
Bengal dieiricts, (mmedlately .^fore Sealdah, AMFO 
explosives wm found at nic^bmi in the Jalpaiguri dis¬ 
trict cm (4 August and also at Hasnabad in the North 24 Par- 
ganas disriict on 15 August. And all these discoverie.s poin¬ 
ted to Banglartesh as transit or sourcing point. 

lire authoritie$l|irire.S()uirely blrnned the ISl for turning 
WestBei^ itnoaltottredofaibversi ve activities. Intellig¬ 
ence soreredt, however, are not so categorical. Some sugg¬ 
est diat the Sealdidi ex^oaives episode was contrived. 
They point oat thtt w4u!e Ac bomb was not assendiled, the 
pWtiBg of a Baf^deshi rtaily newspaper was a 
giveaway. Others say diat the bomb was in transit to north 

And as spee^al|0O and counter-speculations go on, the 
state is hi die grip m a security alert • 
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Walt and watch 


Doordarshan *s news channel makes an 
impressive beginning 

D ooni^an Iftonched i» news «n4 currew 

affairs dbanAel on the tost Ifideijpendetiee Diky of ^ inil- 
lennium right on target. Information and hroadcasting 
minister ^nimod Mahajan dismissed all protests from 
some Prasar Bharati board members, notably litterateur 
Rajendra Yadav and historian Romilla Thapar, who felt 
that the idea was good btd die timing was bad, and did the 
deed. 

Mahajan knows beuer. With the polls right around the 
comer, die timing couldn’t be better, even with the Elec¬ 
tion Commission keeping an eagle eye on the proceedings 
and the staff of die news Channel fmmelling inforinauon 
on pollfrelated stories to the Commission. 

The national broadcaster may do its best in keeping out 
bias. But thrn’s not good enough with the work culture 
which Doordarshan has been steeped in: it has always liste¬ 
ned to tfi master’s voice. So fine, it may give footage to 
Swiiaji as she airdasbes between her twin constituencies 
Bellary and Amethi, but it will ensure that Sushmaji gets 



PEf^CT TNIMG: Pramod Mahcgan 


equal, if not more, exposure. And of course, it will see to it 
that Ata^i is never far from the camera's eye. 

It is easy to dismiss the netwmfc's programming as routi¬ 
nely middling-to-poor. Butno one, not even the most class 
conscious MNC can ignore its reach. In other words, it 
means that if your prograrnme appears on DDl, you can be 
accessed by a whopping 80 per emit of India. The satel¬ 
lites, by comparison, fight fw at best 20 to 30 per cent. 
Can't really blan» MsdugiHi for conjuring up a news 
channel at an t^pomme mconeni, can we? 

And there are indications that at lea^ in diefun-up to die 
elections, the fledgling DO News cdiannel may be worthy 
of your attention. At the time o( writing, it has been five ' 
days since its inception and I have found TaHc Back really 
interesting, in a tom-night edition, Karan Thapar monitor¬ 
ed a heat^ discussion between Aron iShourie and Kapil 
Sibal on the respective stands of the Bfi* and die Congress. 
on various issues. It was flee, fiaidc iuid ftntiluight, and best 
of all, fieiy. • '' 

mini n 
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THE TRAUMA CONTINUES: flic picture of a BdPMlJS rally 


ments in the state have been ignoring vital issues ol' importan¬ 
ce related to gas victims" And what aic these issues? 

There is no research-based medical licatmenl ol the victims 
of Bhopal, points out the BGPMUS. Since 198.‘i, ihc paticnl.'. 
arc being given symptomatic lieaiincnt Cases of lung cancer,, 
tuberculosis and other ailments altlicling the eye and the respi " 
ratory system are on ihc rise and the rcpresental ives id’ Bhopal 
Lok Sabha are keeping mum, allege the victims T hey also 
allege that there was a conspuacy against the gas victims. It 
has been pointed out that there was no research on llie possible i 
long-lerms affects of the tragedy and tlic authoniies want- ' 
ed to show that everything was nomial and under control 
"Wc want a research-based ircalmenl They should also clari¬ 
fy whether they support the Ideiime pension given to Ihc han¬ 
dicapped and the seriously ill," demands some oi the people 

Among other demands r.iiscd hv the BCtPMU.S is die 
extradition ol Warren Anderson, the then chan man of Union 
Carbide. "All political parlies have forgotten the issue They 
should lell us whelhei the killers should he punished or not," 
says a BGPMU.S repic.scnlalivc Anothci'importaisi demand , 
raised by the gas vicnms' organisalion is ihe pre.saiceofhazai 
dous waste in the tactoiy premises Aiound 4,(.K)() metric Inn-jg 
nes of chemicals are still lying in Ihe premises and polluting 
the drinking water in the aiea Mote than 10,01)0 people cU e foi 
ced to drink this contamtitdled w'atci. 

Also included in ihe demand is the question ol socio 
economic rehabilitalion of the victims. Rs 125 crorcs have 
already been spent and the result is a big zero. "What step will 
the future representative of Bhopal in Lok Sabha lake regard¬ 
ing the issue of rehabihlalion," is the question doing the 
rounds. The BGPMUS also wants a memoriaJ built in the 
memory of tlie woist-cvcr industrial di.sa.sler. "We have been 
raising this demand for a long time. The memorial can be built 
on the 40 acre land available near the Ctu-bide plant Political 
parties mu.st claiify then stand on the issue." 

The organisation now wants the remaining amount meant 
for relief to be used sensibly. In view of the rampant corrup¬ 
tion, the BGPMUS has demanded that half the amount (which 
comes to about Rs 500 crore) be distributed among the vie 
tims. It ha.s urged the government to use the other half as a fix¬ 
ed corpus to run the rehabilitation programmes. 

The organisation of gas victims has given a 15-day ullim:^ 
turn, "We will decide our course of action after we get thew ^ 
reaction," says Jabbar. And if one can take a les^.m from the 
past, the reaction will never come. • 

Daahdmmp Smxmnm/Bhopal 
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(21 Mtirch 20April) 

Y OU are likely to be in the 
mood for conversation 
and expressing your 
thoughts and feelings. You 
are likely to communicate in 
a lucid and entertaining 
manner. People may be so 
taken with what you have to 
say and the way you say it, 
that new acquaintances and 
firm fnendships ate formed. 

TAURUS 


I \pril 20 Mli\ 1 

J ^^ou may have a leadership 
I role In play m group 
everts and activities. Your 
current form should also 
allow you to win the upper 
hand III business oi linaiicial 
negotiations Romance that 
.seemed to be on its last lc,i; 
may not in lact be over ^'ou 
may be asked out to dinner, a 
party oi a theater 

GEMINI 


I (.’/ M<o 20 hint I 

i t IS a starred week for 
discussing impoilaiit 
financial issues behind 
closed doois. Lucrative 
deals can be lorged. Hut it is 
ad\ i.sable to keep the terms 
oi such agreenieiKs to 
yourscH or trusted 
associates. You should give 
love affairs anothci chance 
Try to forgive, torget and 
.start again 

CANCER 

l2IJnih 2liJiil\) 

Y ou aie advised to steer 
cle,ar of bonowing 
money, e.specially if this is 
intended to finance business 
ventures These are best left 
alone if you do not have the 
. capital in hand with which to 
' fund them. Spouses and 
romantic partners may be in 
a possessn e mood. 


(2/ Jul\-20 AufiuM) 

Y ou may lor once be 
surprised to find yourself 
overtaken by your own 
emotional responses The 
remaiks of others may cut 
you to the quick In business, 
you should be more 
hard -headed than you 
usually are. Romance can be 
difficult Maintain a more 
neutral and detached manner 
in decisicm-making. 


LIBRA 


(21 Septemhfr-20 Octoherl 

D evelopments in your 
love-life can be on cloud 
nine. All your worries may 
now melt away just by 
thinking about someone you 
love or have recently met. 
Say nothing that could hurt 
the feelings of friends. 
Business financial mistakes 
OI losses may have to be 
made good from your 
personal resources. 
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VIRGO _ 

20 Sfpli'tnhci i 

T he support you receive 
from loved ones should 
give your self-confidence a 
leiTific boost. You will now 
be leady to strike out on 
unknown paths Try 
cultivating friendliei 
relations with important 
people for such contacts may 
help you m the near future. 




SCORPIO 

{21 (h tohn 2()Nttvemher) 

D o not set your hopes loo 
high in property affairs. 
Deals are quite likely to fall 
through at the last moment. 
Professional and business 
people should not hesitate 
and change their minds tir go 
back on their word. 
Consii.tency is all-important 


SAGITTARIUS 


(21 Novemher-2() December) 

I t would be a mistake to 
take money matters for 
granted in close 
relationships. Cash can all 
too easily become a bone of 
contention between mates or 
spouses. Do not assume that 
Iriends, however well-off, 
are intending to fotit the bill. 
You could be barking up the 
wrong tree in investigative 
work 

CAPRICORN 


(2 / Deeemhei-20 Jwuiitri ) 

R omance can have a 
revitalizing effect on the 
rest of your life This will 
enable you to face career 
affairs with new energy. Try 
talking over problems and 
concerns with loved ones. 
They can help to bnng some 
order into chaotic situations. 
There will be no health 
problems or shortage of 
energy. 

AQUARIUS 


(21 Januar\ -20 beh)u(ir\ I 

i t seems that the amount of 
time you arc devoting to 
other interests rather than 
your love life, is upsetting 
your dear ones. You should 
strike a fairer balance 
between ambitions and close 
relation.ships. Be open to 
new business proposals. 
Lucrative offers may come 
now from unlikely sources. 


PISCES _ 

(2/ rebruur\-20March) 

T he best way to avoid 
financial arguments is to 
come to a clear agreement 
before anything is 
undertaken. Events may not 
go according to plan or 
expectations, but by keeping 
on your toes, you will be able 
to snap up new opportunities 
and quickly spot openings. 
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BUSINESS MARY 


Patriot games 

■ Kapil Dev announced 
that he thought it was 
anti-national to play cnckct 
with Pakistan. But was this 
done at the behest ot 
someone? 

The Sahara group's com- 


HEARD IN BOMBAY 







A ST/miVINStBER ^«0UT THE CSURT 
aAHLE BETWEEN ZEE TV 6MIEFBUBHASH 
goyal^iostartvownerbupert 

MUpOCH OVER STAR’S BROADCAST OE 
ENTERTAINMENT PRO0RAMMES IN HINDI 


What a joke! 

» Pepsi is known for 
imaginative marke¬ 
ting. But surely this is 
excessive? 

Some months ago, Del¬ 
hi’s . maximum seeuiity 
Tihar Jail got a novel offer 
from Pepsi. The poor priso¬ 
ners, said Pepsi executives, 
have to sweat it out whiie 
they carry out their .sentence, 
so why not put up a (paid, of 
course) Pepsi fountain in the 
jail so that they have access 
to the dll mange more drink? 
Tihar Jail officials heard 



Tlliw Jail: tak* a break 

them out and proposed silki- 
ly whether Pepsi would like 
to negotiate with McDo- 


Kapll Dav: playing to 
somaono alsa’t tuna? 

petitors .say yes, it was. Theii 
theory is that Dev was egged 
on to make this statement so 
that the Sahara group, which 
IS currently cash-strapped, 
would have an excu.se to call 
off the Sahara Cup to be play¬ 
ed at Toronto, Canada. 

So Dev obliged and the 
match was called off. 


C hi E C K - L I S T 


Economic policy: who is saying what 

■ Rscai deficit: The NOA only promises to control 
the fiscal and revenue deficit The Congress promises to 
stabilise it at four per cent of the GDP, with the additional 
vow of phasing out the revenue deficit altogether in the 
next three or four years 


■ infractnieturc: The NDA says its emphasis will be 
on energy and transport. It will restructure the state 
electricity boards and tourism development will be a core 
activity 


■ Rnancial sacton The Congress says It will make 
the insurance regulatory and development authority a 
statutory structure and use this to generate funds for 
infrastructure. It is'committed to bringing down the NPAs 
of banks to no more than three to four per cent of their total 
assets in the next two years. The NDA says it will set up an, 
independent insuratiie regulatory authority and rationalise 
NPAs of banks. 

■ Trada policy: The Congress will make it easier for 
small-scale industry exporters to export commodities. The 
NDA has listed all the things that it has done but nothing 
that it will do in future 


nald’s to offer jail inmates 
McBurgcrs also, while they 
were about it? What about 
the south Indian inmates^ 
who pined for dosa and 
utthapamsl And as the Jail 
had many European priso¬ 
ners, would a mobile pizza 
service also be in order? 

When it occurred to the 
executives that the jail offici¬ 
als were joking they left the 
place 


Secretary’s 

secret 

« Is Shakii .Sinha, the 
PS to Prime Minister, 
leaving the PMO ? 

Indications arc that Sinha 
will go to Washington as exe¬ 
cutive secretary to the execu¬ 
tive director. World Bank, 
B.P. Singh, as .soon as elec¬ 
tions in India are oi'ci. 

Sinha had asked lo be mov¬ 
ed SIX months ago. Before 
that he was olfered a posting 
in India’s high commission 



ShakU Sinha: offtotha US? 

in London, which he had tur¬ 
ned down. 

So the PM will need ano¬ 
ther PS? The hunt is on. • 
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D*v* 9 miMiK •nsoiwway 


hiatself ft learner's licence 
after a isash coarse on trac¬ 
tor xbivtog, Hien he went 
tdkeftdwilb his mission by dri¬ 
ving the bwjtor widtout talt- 
ktg dvr thriving test. And as if 
ftitf was notenotq^, he was 
driyirif on a one-way street, 
parM, outside die Annam- 
WctTlmD^ in Bimgalore to 


V'^lifts new been inied fotr 
only tdolmfatg. tnePOc 
it^ fshieh led to']B tmyenr 
iKttf also ai£!<|»tr^ a 
^-‘'ft’’licence'.w&dw 


HEARD AT 11 ASHOK ROAD 

Now that Um CPM has Ito man In 
powor, It should stop attacking us 

A BJP WORKER FROM KERALA REFERRING 
TO THE FACT THAT INDIA HAD A CARETAKER 
PRIME MINISTER (CPM) IN ATAL BEHARI 
VAJPAYEE 
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C H E C K - L I S T 


Sons inthe first list \ 


■ tLMuraildhanmK.Karundttrafi’ssmjft 
contBsting the Kozhikode sftddaMhfthaditBlofll^last, 
two Bieetone. No one has d^eoiedtolros—axosp, 



'EipS mea' have- sMited 
die& kxrdieads 
iJHidi sazididiieobd 
gotag'to dwir IftvcitHite deity 
4td^ filing thwf norttina- 
sioni^pers. 

iUwaaiti^ has stsptted 
weaiMS a ydlow j^tuiwl aftu' 
his Assenddy deotion 
ctnudwch: (Atinad^ ittust 
tw tunUiig in Ms grave 
becaosehe and aJ^ tlaav'dilaa 
iraders nsed to wear Made 
^wla). 

the eiecdim, 
KasEUbiBBtfei. started hiaraim- 
paign only on IB August, a 
diw after Nie inauspicious 


Adi month. He set for Ms 
campaign csily after die 
RahuMtm. 

All the top DMK leaders 
filed their nominations on TS 
August, Wednesday, wfakh 
is considered a good day. 
And at some places there 
was lighting of camphor and 
Ineaking of coconuts before 
Katonanidhi arrived, to 
ward off the evil eye. 


OttMNrambitkms 

■ Controversial cop 
Kiran Bedi is on the 
verge of another ctmtroversy. 

Bedi was apparently inter¬ 
ested in contesting the Lok 


anAssemWyaeatlnZOOt. __ 


■ lUklhunaiaawau^ptOn^ttu^n^ 

declared in the JD(U)ttst, Otwiwsferpttd 
Gowttehad nothing to do wf^N um beiRO dWO^Ihe wat 
t0;^a8rat. ' ' ^ 


• imral Bliuth Father 
wairoberauraofthedortaa^drd^ 


’ordtrwl: ■ .■ 



■ P-1 * ■ tt -a . ii ’U ‘i I. i'’ 


Sabha elections and contact¬ 
ed the Congress, wishing to 
be conrides^ as a candidate 
from East Delhi. 

' Raieasombestlcnownto 
' it, die Cbai^s said no to 
h^ nomination. So BecU has 
tempotarily abai^ned die 
idea. But only temptnarily, 
wehear. * 


65 


















DELHI DIARY 


0#iifler 

4liff9roiic« 

Why was Uma Bhara' 
tj’s coni^iwency 
changed and not Murli 
ManoharJoshj’s? 

Bhiu^ati moved ton Kha* 
juraho to Bhopal, despite 
opposition in the 8/P. At 
least one MP from an adjoin¬ 
ing constituency had ja^ct- 
ed gloomily' that although 
the party’s staled policy was 
not to allow candidates to 
shift, Bharati would get her 
own way. 

Now the issue has gather¬ 
ed momentum. Joshi, who 
had been nursing Sultanpur, 
a constituency near his own 
Allahabad, had also petition- 



HEARD IN CENTRAL HALL 

...and then there was this man 
who was told he was gattInK a 
tiekat. So when he went to 
collect the P Form, he was 
handed an envelope. Inside was 
a ticket—for a Delhi Transport 
Corporation bus to take him back 
to his vlliagel 

OLD-TIMERS EXCHANGING ELECTION 
STORIES 


out any difficulty in a cmtsti- 
tuency of her choice, Joshi’s 
supporters are naturally ask¬ 
ing what the difficulty is. 


Rewfmflngup 

So the chairman of the 
Disinvestment Com¬ 
mission, G.V. Ramakrishna, 
has got yet another extension. 

He has to be the most 
reluctant bureaucrat in 
public office. He has offered 
his resignation to different 


goytanments at least twice. 
Hbwever, the term of the 
commission has been extend¬ 
ed yet again and will now 
function till JO November. 

The commission has sub¬ 
mitted 12 reports, most of 
them recommending that the 
majority of public sector 
institutions in India be priva¬ 
tised. The latest in the list is 
BHEL. 

The cigar-chomping acer¬ 
bic Ramakrishna, earlier 
chief of SEBl, has a formida¬ 
ble reputation. It is not 
known whether the commis- 


Uim Micnrtl: •vciytMng'B 
fair 

ed the high command that he 
wanted to shift. He has visit¬ 
ed Sultanpur at least .TO 
times during his tenure a.s 
central minister, inaugurat¬ 
ing various tilings including 
a Navodaya Vidyalaya there. 

An arrangement had been 
reached with the silting can¬ 
didate from Sultanpur, that 
he would be .sent to the Rajya 
Sabha. So Jushi had tied eve¬ 
rything up. But the party 
refused to consider his requ¬ 
est for a shift becau.se "it 
would become very difficult 
foi us". 

Now that Uma Bharati has 
been accommodated with- 


Eagerfor berths: ministerial candidates 
waiting in the wings 

■ ShatniglUMi Slnha: Waiting for his turn for nearly 
five years. Sees himself as a serious contender for the chief 
ministership of Bihar, if not a centrat ministership. 


i («1 »T3 i iT:T« f 


minister in the BJP's last government. Reckons he would 
have had a better chance of winning Amelhi (against Sonia 
Gandhi) had he been a central minister. Anyway, has 
repulsed the Congress’s overtures to him. If even after this 
the BJP doesn’t make him a minister it It comes to power... 


■ AJM Kumar Pap(a; The last time around, the BdR 
didn't make Panja a minister because Mamata Banerjee 
decreed it so. This time, it he is not made a minister he will 
be justified In revolting against the Trinamul Congress. - 


■ Ihva Natam: Although he's only just joined the BJP, 
he's been in the queue for the last six years and it was the 
BJP's fault that it didn't let him in. So now it has got a 
chance: it can correct the error. Assuming he wins the 
elecfton. 


sioa itself will be 
or a new incumbihit 
appointed. 


Sulking aenioft 

■ Union home'j^nt«or 
L.K. Advani’s stewar* 
dship of the BJP has already 
run into rough weather. 

Advani had his party’s 
best iniere.sts in mind w^n 
he issued a directive to fiw 
BJP central office that till the 



L.K. Advml: mfudlngilw 
cauiwra 

elections, only Sushma Swa¬ 
raj and Arun Jaitley should 
be fielded at press conferen¬ 
ces. (This was before Swaraj 
filed her candidature for 
Bcllai-y). 

So the veterans ■— J.P. 
Mathur and Jana Krishna- 
murthy — who were brief¬ 
ing the pretss and appearing 
on television as representa¬ 
tives of their party, were told 
to stop what they were doinB. 
and rnake way for spokesper¬ 
sons who were ‘TV-savyy’, 
reportedly Advani’s own 
phrase. 

Naturally miffed, Mathur 
and othm complained to die 
Prime Minister. Vjypayee is- 
said to have told them 
Advaniji's decision was^ 
final and he could not' 
intervene. ' 

So now die seniors in ^ 
party are string. • 
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Door to-door express cargo service that is ]ust a ptione call 
away •Committed to picking up and delivering on time 
•Fleet of over containerised vehicles with more on standby 
enrouto •Collect-On-Delivery (COD) facility for ('oller tinq payment 
on behalf of the client • Proof-Of-Deiiveiy (POD) lacility 
•162 branches serving SOO destinations nationwide •Air Cargo 
service tor delivering within 24/48 hfiurs in select cities 
XPS being a division of TCI, has access 1o India's largest 
multi modal trans.port network of 800 company owned offices 
serving over 3000 destinations 




\\\xps 

DOOR-TO-DOOR EXPRESS CARGO SE|| 


XPRESS • PUNCTUAL • 

Corporate Office TCI House. 69. Inetitutional Area, Sector 32 Gurgaon 122 001 Tel (0124) 381603-07.382113,381738 
E-mail xps@tcil com Pleate contact any of these customer service centres for details of the branch nearest to you - Bangaiui 
- (080) 2995092 •Calcutta Sanrnstha - (033) 5738173/74 •Chandigarh Gurpreel Kaur - (0172) 770872 •Chennai M Sudha 
•Coimbatore Ashok - (0422) 497426 •Delhi Arpita Mam - (011) 3531112, 3549004 •Gandhinagai C Sudha - (02712) 24274 •Hyd 
Rao-(040) 6261114, 7842129 •Lucknow HS Kherwa-(0522) 411149 •Mumbai Bharti Rao-(022) 7709861 ‘Nagpur Suvama Nalode 
•Pune Re)i Nair - (020) 785431 779502 Visit our website . httpil/www.tcil com 
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